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J.  HARRY  SHEARER— With  the  Penn  Central 
Light  and  Power  Company,  of  Altoona,  of  which  he 
is  president,  J.  Harry  Shearer  has  performed  an 
important  work,  both  in  this  and  in  other  executive 
and  official  capacities,  making  his  contribution  to 
Pennsjdvania  life  an  outstanding  one.  His  interest 
in  the  industrial  world  and  its  affairs  has  been  a’ 
wide  one;  and  Altoona  knows  in  him  a  successful 
business  leader,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  a  be¬ 
loved  resident. 

Mr.  Shearer  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  November  2,  1868,  son  of  Jacob  j.  Shearer, 
a  prominent  oil  refiner  of  the  Quaker  City,  and  of 
Alice  N.  (Pine)  Shearer.  In  public  and  private 
schools,  J.  Harry  Shearer,  of  whom  this  is  prima¬ 
rily  a  record,  received  his  early  education,  studying 
in  Philadelphia;  and  he  first  was  engaged,  when  the 
practical  activities  of  his  career  began,  in  electrical 
work  with  the  Thomson  and  Houston  Company,  in 
Philadelphia,  with  whom  he  remained  in  1890  and 
1891.  He  was  then  in  the  electrical  operating  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Powellton  Electric  Company,  of  that 
city,  so  continuing  throughout  the  later  part  of  1891 
and  through  1892.  Then  electrical  work  at  the 
World’s  Fair,  in  Chicago,  engaged  his  attention  until 
1893.  In  that  year  he  entered  the  employ  of  A.  Von 
Rosenswag  and  Company,  becoming  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  the  plant  at  Guanajuato,  Mexico. 
The  Rosenswag  Company  were  agents  for  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company;  and 
they  were  active  in  construction  work  in  Mexico 
until  1898.  Mr.  Shearer  was  employed  with  them 
until  1894;  and  in  1895  he  was  connected  with  the 
Santa  Gertrudes  Jute  Mill  Company,  at  Orizabo. 
From  1895  to  1898  he  was  with  the  Compania  Elec- 
trica  y  Fuerza  Motriz,  at  Guadalajara;  and  then,  in 
1898,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Spanish-American  War,  having  had  charge 
of  the  electrical  equipment  of  the  U.  S.  S.  “New 
Orleans”  until  the  close  of  hostilities  in  1899.  He 
participated  in  the  Santiago  campaign  and  also  in  the 
Porto  Rico  drive. 

After  spending  several  months  in  the  test  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Electric  Company,  he  returned 
to  Mexico  in  the  middle  of  1899  to  become  general 
superintendent  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Com¬ 
pany,  so  remaining  until  1901.  That  year  saw  the 
consolidation  of  the  National  group  with  the  Mex¬ 
ican  Light  and  Power  Company.  It  was  at  that  time 
that  Mr.  Shearer  went  into  business  in  Mexico  City 
under  the  name  of  Gardner  and  Shearer  to  perform 
electrical  and  mechanical  contracting.  In  1907  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Shearer  continuing 
the  business  as  the  Shearer  Electrical  Construction 
Company.  In  August,  1911,  he  left  Mexico  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  allying  himself  with  the 
Kelvin  Engineering  Company,  of  New  York,  for 
whom  he  traveled  in  the  West  Indies.  Coming  back 
from  the  West  Indies,  he  went,  in  1913,  to  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Maryland,  beginning  there  the  merger  opera¬ 
tions  affecting  several  properties  under  the  name  of 
the  Kelvin  Engineering  Company,  which  afterward 
was  taken  over  by  the  Day  and  Zimmerman  Engi- 
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neering  Corporation,  of  Philadelphia.  Of  that  or¬ 
ganization,  Mr.  Shearer  was  given  charge;  and  he 
held  vhis  position  with  it  until,  in  1916,  he  became 
general  superintendent  of  the  Penn  Central  Light 
and  Power  Company,  with  which  he  has  since  been 
associated. 

Seven  years  later,  on  March  1,  1923,  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  this  company;  and  on  March  19, 
1929,  was  made  its  president.  As  head  of  its  opera¬ 
tions,  he  is  in  executive  charge  of  about  twenty-five 
companies,  all  managed  and  conducted  by  the  Penn 
Central  Light  and  Power  Company.  At  the  same 
time  he  is  president  of  a  number  of  large  utility  com¬ 
panies  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  is  also  a  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  of  Altoona,  and  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Corporation,  of  New 
York. 

Many  organizations  have,  of  course,  claimed  his 
attention  and  interest;  and  he  has  been  chosen  to 
participate,  in  official  capacities,  in  furthering  enter¬ 
prises  of  vast  national  and  international  significance. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Engineers’  Club,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia;  the  Society  of  American  Military  Engineers, 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers;  the  Pennsylvania 
Electric  Association,  of  which  he  was  president  in 
1924  and  1925,  serving  on  different  committees;  and 
the  National  Electric  Light  Association,  in  which 
he  was  also,  and  still  is,  a  member  of  numerous 
committees. 

Among  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Altoona  Chamber  of  Commerce.  A 
leader  also  in  a  number  of  social  groups,  he  belongs 
to  the  Altoona  Rotary  Club,  the  Altoona  Cricket  Club, 
the  Blairmont  Country  Club,  and  the  local  council 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  is  a  trustee,  too, 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  first  Regular  State  Militia,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  having  so  continued  for  a  considerable  pe¬ 
riod.  He  is  a  Past  Commandant  of  George  Dewey 
Post,  of  Altoona,  United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  and 
of  James  L.  Noble  Post,  No.  3,  of  Altoona,  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars.  Each  of  the  groups  with  which  he 
has  been  associated  has,  in  some  definite  way,  gained 
from  his  labors  in  its  behalf;  and,  as  a  result,  he  is 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him, 
and  in  a  position  to  render  more  than  ordinarily 
valuable  aid  to  his  fellowmen. 

J.  Harry  Shearer  married,  on  February  10,  1902, 
Lurline  Elizabeth  Branch,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  A.  and  Exa  (de  Burson)  Branch, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 


HARRY  BLEAKLEY  McDOWELL— Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  McDowell  National  Bank  of  Sharon,  a 
bank  with  assets  of  more  than  seven  millions,  Harry 
Bleakley  McDowell  heads  a  historic  financial  institu¬ 
tion,  is  a  leader  in  the  State’s  banking  circles  as  was 
his  father  before  him,  and  takes  a  most  constructive 
role  in  the  advancement  of  community  and  common¬ 
wealth,  not  only  as  banker  and  financier,  but  also  as  a 
citizen  deeply  interested  in  general  affairs.  His  family 
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is  an  old  one  in  Pennsylvania,  and  for  the  purposes 
of  this  narrative  we  retrace  briefly  two  geneYatioqs. 

Parker  McDowell,  grandfather  v»f  Harry  Bleak  icy 
McDowell,  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  western 
Pennsylvania  and  the  first  white  child  to  be  born  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  He, married  LaVina  Titus,  of 
an  old  and  esteemed  family,  the  town  of  Titusville 
having  been  named  in  its  honor.  For  a  number  of 
years  Parker  and  Lavina  McDowell  resided  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  and  the  former’s  death  occurred  in  i860. 

Alexander  McDowell,  better  remembered  as  Major 
McDowell,  was  born  at  Franklin  March  4,  1845,  and 
died  in  Sharon  September  30,  1913.  He  was  fifteen 
when  his  father  died  and  thus  went  early  into  man’s 
estate,  securing  employment  on  the  “American  Cit¬ 
izen,”  weekly  newspaper,  also  working  in  a  store 
handling  general  merchandise.  At  the  outbreak  of 
war  between  North  and  South,  though  only  sixteen  at 
the  time,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  121st  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry;  was  cited  for  bravery 
under  fire;  was  wounded  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilder¬ 
ness  and  Gettysburg;  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
major,  and  as  such  was  transferred  to  the  21st  United 
States  Infantry.  Resuming  his  civilian  career,  Major 
McDowell  became  the  owner  and  editor  of  the 
“Venango  Citizen,”  a  weekly,  at  Franklin.  In  1870  he 
disposed  of  the  paper  and  came  to  Sharon.  Mean¬ 
while,  in  1868,  had  been  founded  what  is  now  the 
McDowell  National,  by  D.  C.  Strawbridge.  An  ac¬ 
count  of  the  bank’s  growth  and  the  changes  in  its  con¬ 
trol  follows  in  due  course.  Major  McDowell’s  con¬ 
nection  therewith  began  in  1870.  He  continued  with 
increasing  prestige  to  engage  in  banking  until  the  last 
of  life,  and  concurrently  became  notable  in  political 
circles,  being  elected  Congressman  at  large  from 
Pennsylvania  in  1892.  In  1894  he  became  clerk  of  the 
House  at  Washington,  and  held  that  post  eighteen 
years.  For  forty  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Sharon  Board  of  Education.  Both  locally  and  nation¬ 
ally  adhering  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
Major  McDowell  supported  every  Republican  nom¬ 
inee  for  President  from  Lincoln  to  Hughes.  At  the 
time  of  his  passing  his  political  reputation  and  renown 
were  nationwide.  He  held  many  financial  interests 
aside  from  his  interest  in  the  bank,  was  popular  for 
his  activities  as  a  Mason,  Elk,  and  Odd  Fellow,  be¬ 
longed  to  Post  No.  254  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  the  Veteran  Legion,  and  the  Gridiron  Club 
of  Washington.  His  marriage,  in  Franklin,  1867,  was 
to  Clara  Bleakley,  daughter  of  James  Bleakley,  an 
associate  in  operation  of  the  bank.  They  had  children : 
1.  James  P.  2.  Harry  Bleakley,  of  whom  further.  3. 
Captain  Willis,  of  the  navy.  4.  Mrs.  Edward  Buch- 
holz.  5.  Mary.  6.  Mrs.  Glen  Carley.  One  biographical 
historian  wrote  of  Major  McDowell’s  part  in  the 
community  as  follows : 

Major  McDowell  was  one  of  those  rare  souls  that 
possess  the  faculty  of  making  and  retaining  innumer¬ 
able  friendships  of  the  enduring  sort  all  along  life’s 
highway.  His  genial  spirit  often  found  expression  in 
his  witticisms,  while  he  was  practically  always  in  good 
humor.  He  was  thoroughly  domestic  in  his  habits,  de¬ 
voted  to  his  family  and  their  welfare.  He  was  gen¬ 
erous  to  a  degree,  and  from  his  large  means  was  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  bestow  financial  relief  upon  the  needy 
of  the  deserving  type. 

Harry  Bleakley  McDowell  was  born  in  Sharon, 
April  19,  1882.  Here  he  secured  his  elementary  and 
preparatory  education,  then  entered  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  still  later  becoming  a  student  at 
Harvard  University  School  of  Law.  His  academic 
and  legal  training  completed,  he  entered  the  employ  of 


the  McDowell  National  Bank  in  1906.  This  bank, 
4  founded,  jn  1868,  as  we  have  seen,  was  taken  over  by 
James:  Bleakley  and  his  son  soon  afterwards,  the  name 
being  changed  to  James  Bleakley,  Son  and  Company 
in  1870,  .with  the  advent  of  Major  McDowell  as  a  con- 
' trolling  factor.  Two  years  later  the  Major  purchased 
/  the  holdings  of  the  Bleakleys  and  changed  the  name  to 
the  Alex  McDowell,  Banker,  a  private  banking  house 
whose  business  was  continued  as  such  for  thirty-seven 
years,  until  1907,  when  Major  McDowell  secured  a 
national  banking  charter,  with  authorized  capital  of 
$150,000.  Assets  then  were  $900,000  and  the  Major 
continued  as  president;  Harry  Bleakley  McDowell 
held  office  as  vice-president  and  cashier;  and  W.  C. 
McDowell  and  F.  W.  Koehler  held  the  posts  of  assist¬ 
ant  cashier  and  vice-president  respectively.  At  Major 
McDowell’s  death  in  1913,  Mr.  Koehler  became  presi¬ 
dent;  Harry  Bleakley  continued  as  vice-president;  and 
S.  H.  Hadley  succeeded  him  to  the  cashiership,  with 
J.  S.  Bycroft  as  assistant  cashier.  On  July  15,  1924, 
Mr.  Hadley  withdrew  to  became  president  of  the 
Protective  Home  Circle,  an  organization  which  Major 
McDowell  had  helped  to  organize  and  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  many  years;  and  he  was  succeeded  as 
cashier  by  Mr.  Bycroft,  C.  W.  Harpst  becoming  assist¬ 
ant  cashier.  In  the  meantime,  in  1922,  the  McDowell 
National  had  absorbed  the  Sharon  Savings  and  Trust 
Company,  which  dated  from  the  early  ’70s,  through 
succession  over  the  original  Sharon  National  Bank. 

Entering  the  bank’s  employ  in  1906,  Harry  Bleakley 
McDowell  became  cashier  in  less  than  a  year,  and  his 
record  of  more  than  a  quarter-century’s  banking  and 
financial  experience  has  been  to  the  benefit  of  the 
McDowell  National,  the  industries  of  Sharon,  and  the 
building  up  of  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  McDowell 
also  is  president  of  the  McDowell  Securities  Com¬ 
pany,  vice-president  of  the  Shenango  Valley  Water 
Company,  a  director  of  the  Sharon  Coal  and  Ice  Com¬ 
pany,  and  holds  affiliation  with  several  other  institu¬ 
tions.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Bankers’  Association,  which  organization  he  headed  in 
I929~3°l  is  a  member  of  the  executive  council  of  the 
American  Bankers’  Association,  and  in  fact  is  nation¬ 
ally  known  among  colleagues  as  a  worthy  leader. 
Mr.  McDowell  is  a  past  president  of  the  Sharon  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce;  is  a  director  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Chamber  of  Commerce;  was  for  some  years 
treasurer  of  the  borough  of  Sharon;  held  member¬ 
ship  on  the  State  Military  Reservation  Commission; 
and  politically  has  always  supported  the  Republican 
party,  of  which,  as  recounted,  Major  McDowell  had 
been  a  leader.  Harry  Bleakley  McDowell  served  as 
county  chairman  for  the  party  in  1914-15. 

The  list  of  his  affiliations  is  lengthy  and,  aside  from 
those  mentioned  above,  includes  membership  in  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  Fraternity;  Sharon  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  Sharon  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  Sharon  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ; 
Sharon  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine ;  Royal  Order  of  Jesters ;  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He 
belongs  to  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Club  of  New  York, 
Sharon  Country  Club,  Duquesne  Club,  and  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Athletic  Club  of  Pittsburgh.  All  large  move¬ 
ments  for  the  benefit  of  city,  county  and  State  are 
given  his  staunch  and  loyal  assistance  as  a  public-spir¬ 
ited  citizen,  and  his  career  continues  to  be  of  value  to 
his  fellowmen. 

Harry  Bleakley  McDowell  married,  November  22, 
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1911,  Grace  Osborn,  daughter  of  A.  W.  Osborn,  of 
Cleveland,  and  their  children  are :  Mary,  Margaret, 
Elizabeth,  and  Harry  Bleakley,  Jr.  The  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  No.  1109  State  Street,  and  Mr.  McDowell’s 
offices  are  in  the  McDowell  National  Bank,  Sharon. 


QUINCY  GARLAND  VINCENT— The  profes¬ 
sion  of  education  has  furnished  Quincy  Garland  Vin¬ 
cent  ample  opportunity  for  helpful  and  worth  while 
service  to  his  fellowmen  in  the  great  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  this  State  he  has  held  different 
positions  as  a  teacher  and  a  school  administrator ;  and 
he  is  now  serving  effectively  and  well  as  district 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Ford  City. 

Mr.  Vincent  was  born  at  Utica,  Venango  County, 
on  April  6,  1886,  son  of  William  M.  and  Correlia 
(Ray)  Vincent.  His  father,  born  in  Venango  County 
in  1842,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  until  his  death  in 
1909.  The  mother  was  born  in  Venango  County  in 
1845  and  died  in  1901.  They  had  eleven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  still  living. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Utica,  and  later  in  high 
school  there,  Quincy  Garland  Vincent  received  his 
early  education;  and  he  was  graduated  from,  high 
school  in  1905.  He  then  taught  for  six  years  in  the 
Venango  County  rural  schools  and  afterward  became 
a  student  at  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1913.  From  that  year  until 
1920  he  served  as  supervising  principal  of  the  schools 
of  Fairchance.  From  1920  to  1925  he  was  supervising 
principal  of  the  West  Middlesex  school.  In  1925  he 
received,  from  Thiel  College,  Greenville,  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in  the  same  year  took  his  place 
as  principal  of  the  junior  and  senior  high  schools  of 
Farrell,  so  continuing  until  1928.  In  that  year  he 
became  district  superintendent  of  schools  of  Ford  City, 
the  position  that  he  holds  at  the  present  time  and  in 
which  he  has  rendered  such  valuable  service.  He  is 
working  for  his  Master’s  degree  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  Summer  School,  too,  in  his  leisure  time, 
feeling  the  need  for  advanced  academic  work. 

In  civic  life,  as  in  his  own  teaching  and  administra¬ 
tive  labors,  Mr.  Vincent  has  proven  himself  a  public- 
spirited  and  capable  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  and  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
and,  in  the  Masonic  order,  is  affiliated  with  Kedron 
Lodge,  No.  389,  of  Middlesex.  Active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Mr.  Vincent  is  a  member 
of  the  session  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school. 

His  life  has  centered  about  the  training  of  the 
youth,  with  which  he  has  always  been  primarily  con¬ 
cerned.  And,  along  with  his  school  work,  he  has  been 
especially  interested  in  the  Boy  Scout  movement.  In 
different  parts  of  the  State,  he  has  done  a  great  deal  to 
bring  to  the  boys  and  the  youth  of  the  land  the  bene¬ 
fits  accruing  from  affiliation  with  this  organization; 
and  he  has  served  as  scoutmaster  and  as  troop  com¬ 
mitteeman  and  executive  council  member. 

Quincy  Garland  Vincent  married,  on  August  21, 
1911,  Maude  Heckathorn,  of  Oil  City,  daughter  of 
W.  S.  and  Laura  (Goucher)  Heckathorn.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  William  Gar¬ 
land,  born  July  16,  1912.  2.  Dorcas  Irene,  born  June 
6,  1916.  3.  Margaret  Leona,  bom  April  27,  1918.  4. 
Mary  Louise,  born  March  15,  1927. 


THOMAS  CLAYTON  NORTH— By  profes¬ 
sion  an  engineer,  Mr.  North,  after  having  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for 
many  years,  came  to  Blairsville,  Indiana  County,  ten 


years  ago  as  borough  manager.  The  fact  that  he  has 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  ever  since  then,  of 
course,  indicates  that  he  has  filled  the  position  with 
unusual  ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
whole  community.  Since  coming  to  Blairsville  he  has 
made  many  friends  and  has  been  a  leading  factor  in 
furthering  civic  progress.  He  is  very  active  in  relig¬ 
ious  work  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial,  most  representative  and  most  public-spirited 
residents  of  Blairsville. 

Thomas  Clayton  North  was  born  at  Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson  County,  April  28,  1888,  a  son  of  the  late 
Joseph  Clayton  and  Ida  L.  (Morris)  North,  both  now 
deceased.  His  father,  who  was  a  clothing  merchant  at 
Punxsutawney,  was  born  in  that  town  in  1848  and  died 
in  1920.  Mr.  North’s  mother  was  born  near  Punxsu¬ 
tawney  in  1858  and  died  in  1904.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  the  late  Thomas  North,  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  during  which  he  served  four  years  with 
one  of  the  Pennsylvania  infantry  regiments,  partici¬ 
pating  in  much  fighting,  including  the  battle  of  Gettys¬ 
burg.  Mr.  North  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  ancestors 
having  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Punxsutawney  many 
years  ago.  Having  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  of  Kittanning, 
Armstrong  County,  Air.  North  then  attended  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Academy  and  later  took  a  course  in  civil 
engineering  with  the  International  Correspondence 
School  at  Scranton.  He  is  registered  as  an  engineer 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  has  also  completed  a  course  in 
business  administration  with  the  Alexander  Hamilton 
Institute.  As  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  Young 
Alen’s  Christian  Association  work  for  three  and  one- 
half  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  engineering  department  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  Railroad  at  Rochester, 
New  York.  He  remained  there  ten  years,  1907-17, 
spending  the  last  two  years,  1915- 17,  in  the  main 
office,  where  he  was  in  charge  of  federal  valuation 
work.  He  then  opened  an  office  as  a  general  consult¬ 
ing  engineer  under  his  own  name  in  Dubois,  Clearfield 
County,  which  he  continued  for  one  year.  Having 
been  appointed  city  engineer  of  Dubois,  Mr.  North 
served  in  that  position  until  April  1,  1922,  when  he 
was  elected  borough  manager  of  Blairsville,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then.  In 
October,  1929,  Mr.  North  became  and  has  continued  to 
be  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  Uni¬ 
versal  fittings  and  Scaffolding  Company  of  Blairsville. 
During  the  ten  years,  during  which  he  has  served  as 
borough  manager,  Air.  North  has  done  much  for  the 
civic  improvement  of  Blairsville.  Streets  have  been 
paved  and  improved  in  many  other  ways,  a  new  water 
plant  has  been  built,  and  in  every  other  respect  the 
borough  has  benefited  by  Air.  North’s  able,  efficient 
and  honest  administration.  In  politics  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having 
been  an  active  member  since  childhood.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  International  City  Alanagers  Association 
and  of  Lodge  No.  436,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  has  also  been  very  active  in  service 
clubs  and  civic  organizations,  being  a  charter  member 
of  the  DuBois  Rotary  Club,  and  he  organized  and 
was  the  first  president  of  the  Blairsville  Rotary  Club. 
Mr.  North  is  a  musician,  has  served  as  a  choir  director 
and  song  leader,  and  has  played  in  several  symphony 
orchestras.  Mrs.  North  has  been  a  church  organist 
for  over  twenty  years. 

Mr.  North  married,  in  1912,  Grace  Gertrude  Watt 
of  Dubois,  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  Alinerva  (Mil- 
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len)  Watt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  North  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  i.  Ruth  Lucille,  born  February  9, 
1914.  2.  Thomas  Watt  North,  born  June  25,  1916.  3. 
Margaret  Grace,  born  October  30,  1920. 


SAMUEL  H.  HADLEY — A  national  figure  in 
circles  of  fraternal  insurance,  president  of  the  Pro¬ 
tected  Home  Circle  (well  known  insurance  organi¬ 
zation  of  Sharon),  prominently  identified  with  bank¬ 
ing  and  financial  and  industrial  concerns  of  Sharon, 
Samuel  H.  Hadley  has  had  a  markedly  successful 
career,  not  only  in  the  economic  sense,  but  also,  in 
the  sense  of  serving  his  fellowmen.  Prior  to  his 
record  in  business  affairs  he  stood  high  in  the  educa¬ 
tional  circles  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  hence  his 
career  has  been  one  of  dual  course,  replete  of  interest 
to  those  around  him,  and  filled  with  beneficial  accom¬ 
plishment. 

Samuel  H.  Hadley  comes  of  a  household  long 
identified  with  the  development  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio  and  New  Jersey.  The  family  has  been  repre¬ 
sented  in  Pennsylvania  since  early  in  the  past  century. 
Samuel  Hadley,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Hadley  of 
Sharon,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey;  he  settled  in 
New  Springfield,  Ohio,  as  a  pioneer  resident — and  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  pioneering  strain  was 
strong  in  this  line  of  the  family.  Samuel  Hadley 
was  a  son  of  John  Hadley,  who,  native  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  where  the  Hadleys  were  among  the  early 
settlers,  migrated  with  the  trek  of  pioneers  to  New 
Jersey;  thence  in  the  next  generation  we  see  Samuel 
Hadley  removing  to  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  at  farm¬ 
ing,  the  traditional  occupation  of  his  line  down  to 
later  times,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  a  Miss 
Peters.  To  them  was  born  a  son,  Ephraim  Hadley. 
Ephraim  Hadley  married,  in  Ohio,  Mary  E.  Lyons, 
also  a  member  of  an  old  American  line,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  they  came  to  Pennsylvania,  where  other 
members  of  the  Pladley  family,  meanwhile,  had  taken 
residence.  Ephraim,  a  farmer,  secured  land  in  fer¬ 
tile  Mercer  County,  and  did  well  as  husbandman. 
The  town  of  Hadley,  Pennsylvania,  was  named  in 
honor  of  the  importance  of  this  family  in  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  countryside  and  community  center;  and 
it  was  at  Hadley  that  Samuel  H.  Hadley,  concern¬ 
ing  whom  we  write,  was  born,  March  15,  1876.  D. 
E.  Hadley,  only  other  child  of  Ephraim,  now  lives 
at  Painsville,  Ohio. 

Having  received  ample  preparatory  instruction  in 
the  public  schools,  Samuel  H.  Hadley  entered  Grove 
City  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1898, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  For  three 
years,  before  entering  college,  he  taught  school. 
Later  he  taught  in  the  Fredonia  Institute,  Fredonia, 
Pennsylvania;  then,  for  three  years,  served  as  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  schools  at  New  Castle;  came  next  to 
Sharon,  and  for  eleven  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  city’s  school  system,  assisting  largely  with  the 
educational  progress  here  by  his  gifted  administra¬ 
tion.  In  July  of  1924,  his  financial  holdings  in  sev¬ 
eral  companies  having  become  considerable  with  the 
years,  Mr.  Hadley  resigned  as  superintendent  to  be¬ 
come  president  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle,  suc¬ 
ceeding  A.  C.  McLean  to  that  office;  and  since  that 
date  he  has  given  his  chief  efforts  to  guidance  of  the 
affairs  of  this  large  and  steadily  expanding  corpora¬ 
tion. 

The  Protected  Home  Circle  was  chartered  under 
the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  on  August  7,  1886,  and  H. 
C.  Hall,  Baptist  minister,  was  the  first  president. 
The  home  office  has  always  been  at  Sharon,  where 


the  company  is  housed  in  its  own  three-story  build¬ 
ing,  especially  equipped  for  the  administration  and 
social  purposes  of  a  fraternal  benefit  organization.  In 
1924,  with  the  death  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  directors 
appointed  Mr.  Hadley  to  fill  his  unexpired  term,  and 
he  was  formally  elected  to  the  office  the  following 
year.  Other  officials  now  are:  J.  A.  McLaughry, 
vice-president;  W.  S.  Palmer,  secretary;  Frank  B. 
Gilbert,  treasurer;  R.  S.  Heilman,  M.  D.,  medical 
director.  These,  with  Mr.  Hadley  and  the  following, 
compose  the  directorate:  Fred  A.  Service,  solici¬ 
tor;  W.  R.  Cubbon,  guardian;  Lloyd  D.  Lininger, 
guide;  A.  J.  Martin,  sentinel.  P.  D.  Stratton  of 
Akron,  the  chaplain,  does  not  hold  membership  on 
the  board.  Since  1926  the  company  has  been  on  a 
legal  reserve  basis,  the  standard  tables  of  mortality 
having  been  adhered  to  in  all  estimates  from  that 
year.  Men,  women  and  children  are  insured,  and 
the  membership,  composed  of  the  insured,  is  sizable 
for  an  order  of  its  kind. 

The  Protected  Home  Circle  is  not  Mr.  Hadley’s 
only  financial  interest,  nor  his  sole  official  one.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  well-known  McDowell  National 
Bank  of  Sharon,  the  Sharon  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  the  Sharon  Hardware  Manufacturing 
Company,  The  Pennsylvania  Power  Company,  and 
the  Masonic  Association;  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  on  which,  due  to  his  experience  in  the 
field,  his  efforts  are  of  unusual  value;  a  trustee  of 
Grove  City  College;  and  otherwise  active  as  a  finan¬ 
cial,  educational  and  social  factor  here.  He  was 
the  first  Master  of  Shenango  Lodge,  No.  668,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  belongs  to  Norman  Chapter, 
No.  244,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  to  Sharon  Council, 
No.  48,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Rebecca  Com- 
mandery,  No.  50,  Knights  Templar;  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  holds  the  coveted  thirty-third 
degree  as  honorary  member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 
Mr.  Hadley  also  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Bankers’  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the 
Country  Club  of  Sharon,  and  several  other  bodies. 
As  an  insurance  official  of  countrywide  reputation,  he 
sits  as  member  of  the  executive  council  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fraternal  Congress  of  America. 

Mr.  Hadley  married,  July  15,  1903,  Agnes  Reed, 
of  New  Castle,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
that  community.  They  are  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  Mr.  Hadley  takes  his  principal 
recreations  as  motorist  and  golfer. 


BLAINE  MAST — Member  of  an  old  and  honored 
Pennsylvania  family  and  himself  an  accomplished  and 
useful  citizen,  Blaine  Mast  has  served  well  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  community,  where  he  lives,  in  the  practice  of 
law  and  in  different  branches  of  public  life.  He  is 
highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Mast  was  born  on  December  13,  1888,  in  Madi¬ 
son  Township,  Armstrong  County,  son  of  Frank  and 
Letitia  (Hays)  Mast.  The  Masts,  an  old  family  of 
this  State,  as  already  noted,  are  chiefly  descendants 
of  Jacob  Mast,  the  great-great-great-grandfather  of 
Blaine  Mast,  of  this  review.  Jacob  Mast  came  from 
Germany,  where  he  lived  near  the  Swiss  border,  about 
1750,  and,  reaching  the  New  World,  took  up  his  home 
in  Bucks  County,  where  his  son,  John  F.  Mast,  was 
born  about  1760.  This  son,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  died  in  Northampton  County 
in  1815;  he  married  Sarah  McHose,  who  was  born 
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August  io,  1776,  died  June  10,  1854,  buried  in  Union 
Cemetery,  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Sam¬ 
uel  McHose,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Northampton 
County.  Jacob  Mast,  son  of  John  F.  and  Sarah 
(McHose)  Mast,  was  born  December  20,  1798,  in 
Northampton  County,  and  died  December  4,  1877,  *n 
Clarion  County;  he  married  Catherine  Transue,  born 
May  14,  1803,  in  Northampton  County,  died  November 
24,  1871,  at  Callensburg,  Clarion  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  Jacob  Transue,  a  Hessian  soldier 
who'  was  brought  to  America  during  the  Revolution 
to  fight  against  the  Colonies,  but  either  deserted  or 
remained  in  the  country  despite  his  allegiance,  settling 
in  Northampton  County.  It  was  in  1832  that  Jacob 
Mast  removed  from  Northampton  County  to  that  part 
of  Armstrong  County  which  later  became  part  of 
Clarion  County,  settling  near  Callensburg  and  becom¬ 
ing  engaged  in  farming,  though  he  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  son,  Isaac  Mast,  born  in 
Northampton  County  in  October,  1823,  a  blacksmith 
in  Clarion  County,  who  removed  to  Armstrong  County 
about  1859,  continuing  his  trade  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  work  at  Rimer ;  he  married  Sarah  Reese,  born  in 
August,  1824,  died  in  Madison  Township  in  1905, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Grammar)  Reese, 
who  were  of  Welsh  descent,  first  settling  in  this  coun¬ 
try  near  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  later  removing  to 
Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  about  1830.  Andrew 
Reese  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Isaac  Mast 
died  in  1902. 

His  son,  Frank  Mast,  was  the  father  of  Blaine 
Mast,  of  our  present  generation.  Frank  Mast  was 
bom  in  Clarion  County  on  March  2,  1855,  and  was  a 
merchant  all  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Legislature  from  1893  to  1896,  and  from 
1897  to  1900  was  county  treasurer  of  Armstrong 
County.  One  of  the  most  widely  known  men  in  his 
county,  he  served  faithfully  and  well  in  the  different 
positions  of  public  trust  that  were  given  him.  He 
married  Letitia  Hays,  born  in  Madison  Township, 
Armstrong  County,  on  August  9,  1857,  died  on  April 
24,  1917,  daughter  of  William  and  Letitia  (Morrow) 
Hays,  who  came  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County  about  1855. 

Such  is  the  family  background  of  Blaine  Mast,  of 
whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  from  the  founding  of 
the  line  in  America  in  the  mid-eighteenth  century. 
Blaine  Mast  himself  studied  in  the  public  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  Kittanning  Academy  and  Dayton 
Normal  Institute,  finishing  his  work  at  normal  school 
in  1910.  Studying  law  at  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State  on 
December  12,  1910,  and  at  once  began  his  professional 
practice. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  early  began 
too,  his  career  of  public  service,  having  been  chosen  a 
member  of  the  school  board  on  his  party’s  ticket,  and 
having  been  elected  district  attorney  of  Armstrong 
County  in  1921,  succeeding  C.  O.  Morris.  He  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1925.  In  both  his  handling  of  these  offices 
and  his  own  legal  practice,  he  has  accomplished  much 
work  of  value,  so  that  he  is  today  highly  esteemed. 
He  also  served  in  the  World  War,  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  E,  109th  Infantry,  28th  Division,  and  was  for 
sixteen  months  overseas.  He  is  a  member  today  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  Lodge  No.  640;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  247, 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Kittanning  Council,  No.  52, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  Coudersport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  and  other  groups. 
In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  he  is  a 


Past  Noble  Grand  and  a  member  of  the  Encampment 
and  he  belongs,  too,  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  and  the  American  Legion.  His 
church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal ;  and  he  has  served 
as  president  of  the  men’s  Bible  class  of  his  parish. 
His  term  of  service  as  district  attorney  ended  on  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1930,  after  eight  years  of  valuable  work  in 
that  office ;  and  he  is  now  engaged  once  more  in  his 
own  legal  practice. 

Blaine  Mast  married,  on  June  29,  1920,  Dessie  D. 
Yates,  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  James  and  Anna  (Seybert)  Yates.  He  is  the 
father  of  three  children:  1.  Pearl  L.  2.  Yates.  3. 
Frank  III.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No. 
313  Jacob  Street,  and  Mr.  Mast  has  his  office  in  the 
Boarts  Building,  Kittanning. 


JESSE  DAVID  SEDWICK,  D.  D.  S.— For  more 
than  twenty  years  Dr.  Jesse  David  Sedwick  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  at  Kittanning, 
Armstrong  County,  returning  to  this  city  where  he 
has  been  a  resident  since  early  boyhood  on  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  professional  training.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  the  work  of  his  chosen  occupation,  en¬ 
joying  the  full  confidence  of  the  people  of  this  com¬ 
munity  and  building  up  a  large  practice. 

Dr.  Sedwick  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  December  22,  1888,  a  son  of  George  and 
Levina  J.  (Weeter)  Sedwick.  The  father,  who  died 
in  1927,  was  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Armstrong 
and  Butler  counties,  Pennsylvania,  for  many  years. 
The  mother,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  is  still  living. 
One  of  his  brothers,  Dr.  A.  J.  Sedwick  (q.  v.),  is  a 
well-known  physician  and  surgeon  of  Kittanning. 

Jesse  David  Sedwick  was  educated  in  Kittanning 
public  schools,  being  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  1903.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  completed  his  dental  training  and 
took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1909. 
In  the  same  year  he  established  his  practice  at  Kit¬ 
tanning  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to  general  dental 
work  here.  With  the  passing  years,  the  demands  on 
his  services  have  steadily  increased  and  he  is  now  one 
of  the  best  known  dentists  of  the  county.  Dr.  Sedwick 
is  a  member  of  the  State  and  National  Dental  asso¬ 
ciations,  a  member  of  the  Armstrong  County  Dental 
Society  and  of  the  Odontological  Society  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  Aside  from  his  professional  connections,  he  is 
affiliated  fraternally  with  Kittanning  Lodge,  No.  244, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  great  order  is 
a  member  of  many  higher  bodies,  including  Couders¬ 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  At  Kittanning,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  and  of  the  Kittanning  Country  Club. 
Dr.  Sedwick  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  while  he 
has  never  sought  political  preferment,  he  is  now 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  local  school  board.  Dr. 
Sedwick  is  fond  of  hunting,  turning  to  that  sport  for 
recreation  and  relaxation  in  his  leisure  hours. 

In  1911,  Jesse  D.  Sedwick  married  Nellie  R. 
Shafer,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  Israel  Shafer. 
Her  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Shick.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Sedwick  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  J. 
Dwight,  born  on  March  1,  1912.  2.  Wallace  J.,  born 
on  February  7,  1915. 


ANDY  JAMES  SEDWICK,  M.  D.— A  practic¬ 
ing  physician  and  surgeon  at  Kittanning,  Armstrong 
County,  Dr.  Andy  James  Sedwick  has  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  his  professional  duties  here  during  the  past 
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fifteen  years.  His  thorough  preparation  for  his  career 
is  reflected  in  the  large  and  successful  practice  which 
he  enjoys. 

Dr.  Sedwick  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  July  27,  1889,  a  son  of  George  and  Levina 
Jane  (Weeter)  Sedwick.  His  father,  who  died  in 
February,  1927,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  was  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  for 
many  years,  carrying  on  much  work  in  Armstrong  and 
Butler  counties.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in 
Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1853,  is  still  living. 
There  were  eight  children  in  the  family,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living.  One  of  these  is  Dr.  J.  D. 
Sedwick  (q.  v.),  well  known  Kittanning  dentist.  Dr. 
Sedwick’s  grandfather,  George  W.  Sedwick,  served 
as  an  officer  in  the  cavalry  with  the  Union  troops 
during  the  Civil  War  and  was  killed  in  action  fighting 
in  his  country’s  cause. 

Andy  James  Sedwick  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Kittanning,  finishing  the  high  school  course  in  1907. 
He  received  his  professional  training  in  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  taking  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  there  in  1914,  and  for  a  year 
thereafter  was  an  interne  attached  to  the  staff  of  the 
West  Penn  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period,  he  returned  to  Kittanning  to  be¬ 
gin  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
building  up  an  increasing  practice  with  the  passing 
years.  Dr.  Sedwick  enjoys  the  highest  reputation, 
both  among  his  fellows  of  the  profession  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  at  large.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Arm¬ 
strong  County  and  Pennsylvania  State  societies  and 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  fraternally  is 
affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  203,  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local 
Rotary  Club  and  the  Kittanning  Country  Club,  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  worships  in  the  faith  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  Dr.  Sedwick 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps, 
was  commissioned  captain  and  served  overseas  for 
eight  months  at  Base  Hospital  No.  87.  He  received 
his  discharge  in  June,  1919,  and  returned  to  the  duties 
of  his  practice  at  Kittanning.  He  was  always  kept 
well  abreast  of  new  -developments  and  methods  in 
the  medical  sciences,  taking  post-graduate  courses  in 
surgical  work  at  Rockefeller  Institute,  New  York 
City.  Dr.  Sedwick  is  fond  of  golf  and  hunting.  He 
has  always  given  his  best  attention,  however,  to  his 
practice,  which  is  his  primary  interest  and  considera¬ 
tion. 

In  1915,  Dr.  Andy  James  Sedwick  married  Laura  I. 
Himes,  of  Butler,  daughter  of  Samuel  T.  and  Sarah 
(Hetrick)  Himes.  Her  father  is  a  lawyer  of  that 
place.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sedwick  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Sidney  George,  born  in  June,  1917.  2. 

Ruth  Jane,  born  in  May,  1919. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  IRWIN— For  more 
than  thirty-five  years,  William  Wallace  Irwin  has 
engaged  in  his  profession  as  an  educator,  and  few 
executives  of  the  profession  are  better  known  in 
Pennsylvania.  Superintendent  of  the  school  system 
at  Farrell,  he  gives  to  the  community  a  service  at 
once  warmly  interested  and  markedly  efficient,  so  that 
the  residents  of  the  community  have  cause  for  deep 
appreciation  of  his  efforts.  His  record  has  brought 
him  into  constructive  contact  with  a  number  of  towns 
in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Irwin  himself  is  a  native  of 
Butler  County,  belonging  to  the  third  generation  of 
his  family  in  the  Keystone  State.  His  grandfather, 


James  Irwin,  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  took 
passage  for  America  about  1805;  he  settled  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  in  the  community  of  Irwin,  and 
became  a  figure  whose  qualities  of  leadership  gave 
him  considerable  authority  and  influence.  John  T. 
Irwin,  his  son,  was  a  patriot  of  the  Union.  Enlist¬ 
ing  with  the  men  in  blue,  he  gave  valiant  service  to 
the  cause  against  slavery  and  secession,  and  lived  to 
the  great  age  of  eighty-two,  his  death  occurring  in 
1924.  For  many  years  he  had  lived  in  Butler  County. 
He  married  Louisa  Catherine  Thompson;  and  their 
son,  William  Wallace  Irwin  was  born  May  27,  1875, 
being  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  through  the  paternal 
and  maternal  lines  of  family. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Slippery  Rock, 
at  State  Teachers’  College,  and  at  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  York  City,  Mr.  Irwin  entered  into  his 
educational  career  with  the  best  of  preparation,  and 
began  his  teaching  experience  in  1896,  when  barely 
twenty-one.  This  early  experience  was  spent  in  the 
schools  of  Butler  County  and  continued  three  years. 
In  1899-1900  Mr.  Irwin  acted  as  principal  of  the 
schools  at  Mars,  then  became  principal  of  the  Dra- 
vosburg  school  system,  where  he  was  engaged  till 
1907,  and  was  called  next  to  take  charge  of  the 
schools  in  Ford  City  as  superintendent.  His  record 
at  Ford  City  was  one  of  continuous  good  service  as 
educational  administrator  and  covered  thirteen  years, 
till  1920,  when  Mr.  Irwin  assumed  charge,  as  super¬ 
intendent,  of  the  public  schools  of  Meadville.  In 
1926  he  left  Meadville  to  come  to  Farrell,  and  has 
since  given  his  service  to  the  system  here,  with  con¬ 
siderable  benefit  to  the  schools.  During  the  sum¬ 
mers  of  1921-22  he  taught  in  Edinboro  State 
Teachers’  College  and  in  Allegheny  College  during 
the  summers  of  1923-24.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association,  a  life 
member  of  the  National  Education  Association,  and 
is  active  in  civic  and  social  affairs  of  Farrell.  Mr. 
Irwin  belongs  to  the  Lions  Club;  Knights  of  Pyth¬ 
ias;  Aliquippa  Lodge,  No.  37 5,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  (life  member);  McKeesport  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  and  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Irwin  married  (first),  in  1900,  Martha  B. 
Brown,  and  of  this  union  was  born  a  daughter, 
Dorothy  Bell,  graduate  of  Allegheny  College,  now 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  high  school  at  Butler. 
Mrs.  Martha  B.  (Brown)  Irwin  died  in  1913-  On 
August  11,  1915,  Mr.  Irwin  married  (second) 

Blanche  Christley,  of  Butler.  Their  residence  in 
Farrell  is  at  No.  1225  Washington  Street. 

WILLIAM  PARNELL  CRITCHFIELD — At 

the  age  of  sixteen  years,  some  thirty-five  years  ago, 
Mr.  Critchfield  became  connected  with  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad.  Ever  since  then  he  has  continued 
to  be  connected  with  this  railway  company,  with 
which  he  has  served  in  various  capacities.  For  the 
last  ten  years  he  has  been  supervisor  of  track  of  the 
Conemaugh  Division,  with  headquarters  at  Blairs- 
ville,  Indiana  County.  Mr.  Critchfield  is  widely 
known  among  railroad  men  and  is  very  popular  with 
them,  not  only  because  of  his  long  and  efficient  serv¬ 
ice,  but  also  because  of  his  pleasing  personality. 
Since  coming  to  Blairsville  he  has  made  many  friends 
in  this  town  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  various 
phases  of  the  community’s  life,  to  the  benefit  of 
Blairsville. 
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William  Parnell  Critchfield  was  born  at  Bedford, 
Bedford  County,  August  3,  1880,  a  son  of  James 
Franklin  and  Susan  Elizabeth  (Devore)  Critchfield. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  in 
1854,  was  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Colonial 
Coal  and  Iron  Company  of  Bedford  County.  Later 
he  became  connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  from  which  he  is  now  retired.  Mr.  Critch- 
field’s  mother  was  born  in  Bedford  County  in  1856 
and  is  still  living.  One  of  a  family  of  four  children, 
of  whom  three  are  now  living,  Mr.  Critchfield  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bedford.  After 
leaving  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  in  1896, 
he  went  to  work  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  on 
the  Bedford  Division  as  a  track  man.  Ever  since 
then  he  has  worked  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  in 
various  departments,  including  the  transportation 
and  maintenance  of  way  departments.  At  different 
times  he  has  also  served  as  a  trainman,  fireman  and 
conductor.  In  1902  he  entered  the  engineering  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Camden, 
New  Jersey,  and  in  1904  became  connected  with  the 
engineering  department  of  the  maintenance  of  way 
department  at  Altoona.  He  remained  with  this 
department  until  1920,  when  he  was  made  assistant 
trainmaster  at  Verona,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  served  until  1921.  Since  then  he  has  held 
his  present  position,  that  of  supervisor  of  track  of 
the  Conemaugh  Division,  with  headquarters  at 
Blairsville,  in  which  town  Mr.  Critchfield  also  makes 
his  home.  He  still  owns  and  operates  a  farm  at 
Bedford,  where  he  also  has  a  hunting  lodge,  hunting 
and  motoring  being  his  favorite  forms  of  recreation. 
He  is  a  member  of  Robert  Burns  Lodge,  No.  464, 
at  Harrisburg,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
the  various  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including 
the  Harrisburg  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Zembo  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Harrisburg.  After  coming  to  Blairsville  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  local  Rotary  Club,  of  which 
he  was  president  during  1929-30.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Critchfield  married,  October  14,  1908,  E. 
Jean  Kirkpatrick,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Kirkpatrick  of  Freeport,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Critchfield  have  no  children. 


TONER  A.  HUGG — A  varied  career  has  given 
Toner  A.  Hugg  ample  opportunity  for  helpful  serv¬ 
ice  to  his  fellowmen  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  he  is  a  native  son.  He  is  at  the  time  of 
writing  (1932)  income  tax  collector  of  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department,  and  makes  his  home 
in  Milesburg. 

Mr.  Hugg,  whose  versatility  and  attainment  have 
classed  him  undeniably  as  a  progressive  citizen,  was 
born  in  Centre  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  November 
20,  1880,  son  of  Enoch  and  Emeline  (Brower)  Hugg, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Centre  County.  Enoch 
Hugg,  who  was  a  farmer  and  later  a  merchant,  is 
now  deceased.  He  was  a  Civil  War  veteran,  serving 
in  Company  B,  148th  Infantry,  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers.  This  regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  J. 
A.  Beaver,  afterwards  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
Enoch  and  Emeline  (Brower)  Hugg  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Ann,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Henry  Witherite,  of  Tyrone,  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Jennie,  widow  of  M.  Charles  Davidson,  of  Philips- 


burg,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  now  deceased.  3.  Andrew 
G.,  also  deceased.  4.  Harris,  of  Union  Township, 
Centre  County,  Pennsylvania.  5.  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Walter  Smith,  of  Milesburg,  this  State. 
6.  Toner  A.,  of  further  mention  herein.  7.  and  8.  A 
boy  and  a  girl,  who  both  died  in  infancy. 

Toner  A.  Hugg,  of  whom  this  is  chiefly  a  record, 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
as  a  boy  of  sixteen  enlisted  in  Company  B  of  the 
5th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania,  Volunteers  Infantry, 
for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  War  He  was, 
it  is  said,  the  youngest  enlisted  man  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  made  chief  trumpeter  on  the 
staff  of  the  colonel  in  charge  of  his  regiment;  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  was  in  charge  of  a 
band  of  thirty-six  pieces.  After  the  Spanish-Amer¬ 
ican  War,  he  was  for  fifteen  years  active  in  the 
National  Guard  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
he  trained  fifty  boys  with  wooden  guns  in  military 
tactics,  forming  with  them  as  a  nucleus,  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Wing,  Knights  of  the  Order  of  King  Arthur. 
He  promoted  them  from  cadets  to  corporals  and 
sergeants,  and  gave  them  a  thorough  grounding  in 
military  work.  All  of  these  boys  were  subject  to  draft 
at  the  time  of  the  World  War,  and  all  went  overseas 
and  became  non-commissioned  officers.  To  Mr.  Hugg 
must  go  much  of  the  credit  for  their  successful  carry¬ 
ing  on;  for  he  spared  no  effort  to  train  them  diligently 
in  army  maneuvering  and  procedure.  It  was  also 
after  the  Spanish  War  that  he  was  made  director  of 
Bugle  and  Drum  Corps  with  thirty-six  pieces.  Later 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  entire  State  Bugle  and  Drum 
Corps  at  Founders  Day  Celebration  in  Philadelphia. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Hugg  was  engaged  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  mercantile  business  with  his  father,  until  at 
length  he  took  up  the  sale  of  porch  swings,  which 
had  just  begun  at  that  time  to  be  manufactured  and 
demanded  by  the  trade,  being  the  first  salesman  to 
go  on  the  road  with  this  line.  He  represented  the 
manufacturers  in  Pennsylvania  and  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  for  them  throughout  the  United  States  until, 
in  1912,  he  joined  forces  with  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Board  of  Health,  with  whom  he  continued  for  ten 
years.  In  1922  he  was  sworn  into  office  as  a  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue,  associated  with  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  or  the  Federal  Government  for  twenty- 
two  years  without  loss  of  a  day. 

Mr.  Hugg  has  added  public  service  to  his  other 
fields  of  activity,  his  two  terms  as  burgess  of  Miles¬ 
burg  having  been  characterized  by  an  efficient  ad¬ 
ministration  of  borough  affairs  and  the  promotion  of 
every  possible  measure  for  prosperity  and  effective 
civic  organization.  His  church  is  the  Baptist;  and 
into  his  religious  endeavors  he  has  put  the  same  full 
measure  of  energy  and  enthusiasm  that  have  been 
the  features  of  all  his  work  in  business  and  in  civic 
and  military  life. 

He  and  all  the  members  of  his  family  have  for 
many  years  been  deeply  interested  in  aviation,  all  of 
them  having  made  flights.  In  1928  Mr.  Hugg  him¬ 
self  flew  from  Paris,  France,  to  London,  England. 
He,  it  was,  too,  who  headed  the  movement  for  a 
monument  to  be  erected  in  Milesburg  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  war  veterans  and  their  distinguished  serv¬ 
ice  to  their  country  and  the  Allied  cause  in  the 
World  War  and  all  wars.  This  monument  was  duly 
set  up  and  dedicated  on  October  20,  1922,  more  than 
10,000  persons  attending  the  ceremony.  On  that  oc¬ 
casion,  the  Hon.  David  A.  Reed,  United  States  Sen¬ 
ator,  was  the  main  speaker;  and  in  the  unveiling  of 
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the  monument,  five  gold-star  mothers  drew  the  ropes 
lifting  the  canopy,  which  was  made  of  four  large 
American  flags.  Mr.  Hugg  was  also  a  delegate  to 
the  dedication  of  American  monuments  on  European 
battlefields. 

Into  all  his  activities,  Mr.  Hugg  has  regularly 
put  his  finest  energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of 
devotion;  but  he  has  found  a  chief  center  of  inspira¬ 
tion  for  his  work  in  the  life  of  the  home  and  in 
association  with  family  and  friends.  Toner  A.  Hugg 
married,  in  January,  1900,  Mary  A.  Kreamer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  C.  and  Ida  (Shirk)  Kreamer,  both 
natives  of  Centre  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  his  early 
days,  her  father  was  a  carriage  painter  by  trade, 
though  he  is  at  the  time  of  writing  associated  with 
the  American  Car  and  Foundry  Company,  Berwick, 
Pennsylvania.  Her  mother  died  in  November,  1929. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kreamer  had  six  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Hugg  was  one:  1.  Mary  A.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Toner  A.  Hugg.  2.  William  E.,  of  Annville, 
Pennsylvania.  3.  Wilbur  H.,  also  of  Annville.  4. 
Ruth  E.,  of  Berwick,  Pennsylvania.  5.  Martha,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Mahlin  Miles,  of  Milesburg,  this 
State.  6.  Katherine,  died  young. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugg  have  four  children:  1.  Walter 
A.,  of  Milesburg.  2.  Elizabeth  A.,  who  was  married 
to  Allen  R.  Cruse;  she,  incidentally,  was  the  first 
woman  to  cross  the  Allegheny  Mountains  in  an  air¬ 
plane.  3.  Martha  A.,  who  lives  at  home  with  her 
family  at  Milesburg.  4.  Marlin  A.,  deceased.  It  is 
to  be  noted  that  all  members  of  the  family  have  the 
middle  initial  “A”:  Toner  A.  Hugg;  Mary  A.  Hugg 
(wife) ;  Walter  A.  Hugg  (son) ;  Elizabeth  A.  Cruse 
(daughter) ;  Martha  A.  Hugg  (daughter) ;  Marlin  A. 
Hugg  (son).  Mr.  Hugg  is  a  keen  huntsman. 


THOMAS  CRAIG  McKEE,  M.  D.— His  native 
city,  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  has  been  the 
scene  of  Dr.  McKee’s  successful  professional  activi¬ 
ties  as  a  physician  ever  since  the  completion  of  his 
medical  training  and  education.  During  the  com¬ 
paratively  short  period,  during  which  he  has  been 
engaged  so  far  in  practice,  he  has  made  for  himself 
an  enviable  reputation  and  as  a  result  he  enjoys  a 
large  and  steadily  growing  practice.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  several  medical  and  fraternal  organizations 
and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  younger  pro¬ 
fessional  men  of  Armstrong  County. 

Thomas  Craig  McKee  was  born  at  Kittanning, 
Armstrong  County,  July  16,  1901.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  was  graduated  from  the  local  high  school 
in  1919.  He  then  attended  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1923. 
From  there  he  went  to  the  medical  school  of  the 
University  of  West  Virginia,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  1927.  He  continued  his  medical  studies  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadelphia,  graduat¬ 
ing  there  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1929.  He  then  served  as  an  interne  in  a  Philadelphia 
hospital  and  after  that  at  the  West  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  Pittsburgh.  After  the  completion  of  his 
interneship  he  returned  to  Kittanning  and  since  then 
he  has  been  engaged  in  general  practice  in  his  native 
city,  with  offices  at  No.  302  Market  Street.  He  is 
assistant  medical  director  for  Armstrong  County  and 
assistant  physician  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Clinic,  No.  24,  at  Kittanning.  Dr.  McKee 
is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 


Society  and  the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Temple  Lodge,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  No.  678,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Zerub- 
babel  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mount  Moriah 
Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Pittsburgh  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  Fraternity;  Alpha  Mu  Pi  Omega  Medical 
Fraternity;  Phi  Sigma  Nu  Fraternity;  and  the 
Square  and  Compass  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  McKee  married,  April  7,  1923,  Helen  M. 
Merz,  of  Bellevue,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Otto 
C.  A.  and  Marie  (Beale)  Merz.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Kee  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Thomas  Vincent 
McKee,  2d,  born  January  26,  1926. 


ralph  McMillan  Campbell— as  pro- 

thonotary  and  clerk  of  courts  of  Lawrence  County, 
Ralph  McMillan  Campbell,  of  New  Castle,  has 
earned  the  right  to  be  called  a  veteran  public  official, 
since  he  has  been  in  some  office  or  another  ever  since 
his  early  manhood.  He  is  also  a  veteran  officer  of 
the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  he 
served  five  years  as  lieutenant  and  quartermaster  of 
Cavalry  Troop  F,  which  he  helped  organize. 

Mr.  Campbell’s  parents,  David  Irwin  and  Belinda 
(McMillan)  Campbell,  were  prominent  residents  of 
Lawrence  County,  in  which  the  former  held  the 
offices  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  courts.  He  had 
also  carried  on  a  jewelry  business.  He  was  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  served  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  100th  Regiment,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  died  July  1,  1922. 
Born  in  New  Castle,  August  16,  1867,  Ralph  Mc¬ 
Millan  Campbell  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  His  career  in  the  public  service  began 
when  he  was  thirty-three  years  of  age,  taking  the 
offices  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  courts  in  Law¬ 
rence  County,  January  1,  1900,  and  serving  two 
terms.  In  1904  he  was  commissioned  deputy  pro¬ 
thonotary  and  held  the  position  for  about  sixteen 
years.  The  year  1920  saw  him  elected  again  to  the 
offices  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  courts,  in  which 
he  has  since  been  established,  being  reelected  three 
times. 

He  has  advanced  into  the  sublime  thirty-second 
degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of 
Freemasonry,  affiliating  with  the  New  Castle  Con¬ 
sistory,  and  with  the  Pittsburgh  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
a  Past  Division  Commander  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Division,  Sons  of  Union  Veterans;  a  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  his  lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  and  president  of  the  Past  Exalted 
Rulers  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New 
Castle  Field  Club  and  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  New  Castle,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee  as 
well  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  of  the 
official  board. 

Mr.  Campbell  married,  September  19,  1894,  at  New 
Castle,  Eva  May  Robinson,  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  Robinson.  Mrs.  Campbell  died  in 
September,  1929. 


SAMUEL  S.  BALDRIGE — Newspaper  and  public 
work  have  furnished  to  Mr.  Baldrige  ample  opportu¬ 
nity  for  helpful  participation  in  the  affairs  of  Apollo, 
his  birthplace.  Here  he  is  owner  and  publisher  of  the 
Apollo  “News  Record,”  a  paper  published  weekly 
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every  Friday,  of  Republican  political  alignment,  and 
with  a  circulation  of  2,000. 

Samuel  Smith  Baldrige  (for  such  is  his  full  name) 
was  bom  in  Apollo,  December  8,  1890,  son  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Lillie  M.  (Jack)  Baldrige. 
His  father,  who  was  born  on  May  7,  1866,  in  Coke- 
ville,  served  for  a  few  years  as  clerk  with  different 
stores,  and  then  became  a  merchant  in  Apollo, 
whither  he  came  in  1884.  Here  he  took  up  news¬ 
paper  publication  as  his  work  and  served,  too,  as 
secretary  of  the  Apollo  Cemetery  Association.  He 
conducted  the  “News  Record”  from  1908  to  1917, 
when  he  sold  it  to  his  son.  Though  still  living,  he 
is  now  retired  from  the  active  endeavors  of  a  busy 
career.  The  Baldrige  family  is  an  old  one,  as  are 
the  other  houses  from  which  Mr.  Baldrige  is  de¬ 
scended.  One  of  his  ancestors,  General  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  was  a  prominent  Indian  fighter  in  his  day,  and 
served  from  1789  to  1802  as  Governor  of  the  North¬ 
west  Territory.  The  present  Mr.  Baldrige’s  mother, 
Mrs.  Lillie  M.  (Jack)  Baldrige,  who  also  is  living 
at  the  time  of  writing,  is  a  daughter  of  S.  S.  and 
Hannah  Ulam  (Truby)  Jack;  she  is  a  native  of 
Apollo.  She  and  her  husband  had  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living. 

Of  these,  Samuel  Smith  Baldrige  received  his  early 
formal  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Apollo,  and 
later  attended  Vandergrift  Commercial  College. 
Taking  special  courses  at  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  he  prepared  himself  for  the  business  and  civic 
career  that  was  to  follow.  While  still  a  boy  he 
became  familiar  with  the  duties  and  activities  per¬ 
taining  to  the  managing  of  a  weekly  newspaper, 
learning  the  trade  and  the  background  of  newspaper 
publication.  After  working  for  several  years  in 
association  with  his  father,  he  himself  bought  the 
paper  from  the  elder  man  on  December  1,  1917, 
since  which  date  he  has  continued  to  publish  it.  He 
employs  six  people. 

No  account  of  Mr.  Baldrige’s  life  would  be  com¬ 
plete  without  a  brief  record  of  this  paper  itself  and 
its  development  from  its  early  stages.  The  “News 
Record”  was  established  in  1895  by  W.  J.  Guthrie, 
as  a  weekly  paper,  published  every  Friday;  and  since 
that  time  it  has  grown  and  prospered,  filling  an  im¬ 
portant  need  in  the  community,  especially  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Baldriges. 

Mr.  Baldrige,  who  has  been  a  consistent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  and  its  policies  and  prin¬ 
ciples,  is  now  serving  his  second  year  as  burgess  of 
the  borough  of  Apollo.  His  administration  has  been 
a  sound  and  helpful  one,  replete  with  benefits  to  the 
municipality  and  its  people  and  institutions;  and  by 
his  public  service,  as  by  his  newspaper  work,  he 
has  won  a  place  of  enduring  esteem  in  the  hearts  of 
his  fellow-townsmen. 

Active,  too,  in  social  and  fraternal  groups,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in 
which  he  is  affiliated  with  Apollo  Lodge,  No.  437; 
William  Meredith  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at 
New  Kensington;  Kittanning  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1, 
Knights  Templar;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  New  Castle;  and  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  belongs,  too,  to  the  Apollo  Luncheon 
Club,  the  Apollo  Motor  Club,  and  the  American 
Automobile  Association.  His  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  business  world,  too,  quite  aside  from  his 
newspaper  work  and  his  numerous  other  connections, 


Mr.  Baldrige  has  figured  prominently.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Baker-Finley  Chemical  Company,  of 
Leechburg;  and  in  this  organization,  as  in  his  civic, 
social  and  newspaper  associations,  he  has  accom¬ 
plished  work  that  has  been  of  outstanding  value  to 
his  fellow-citizens.  His  labors  have  been  many  and 
useful;  and  Apollo  is,  indeed,  fortunate  in  having 
such  a  man  at  the  head  of  its  city  government,  as 
well  as  in  charge  of  the  policies  and  conduct  of  an 
important  newspaper. 


GRANT  B.  GERBERICH— Since  the  year  1908 
the  public  school  system  of  Greenville  has  been 
under  the  capable  supervision  of  Grant  B.  Gerberich, 
who  was  appointed  superintendent  in  that  year.  He 
came  to  this  position  after  more  than  twenty  years 
of  active  experience  in  the  educational  field,  in  which 
his  work  was  noted  for  its  sincerity  and  successful 
results.  Under  his  supervision  as  superintendent  of 
the  Greenville  schools  there  are  now  three  graded 
and  one  high  school,  with  an  enrollment  of  more 
than  eighteen  hundred  students. 

He  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pennsylvania, 
July  5,  1866,  a  son  of  Daniel  U.  and  Catherine 
(Bashore)  Gerberich,  and  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  local  public  schools.  His  paternal 
ancestry  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  In  1754  there  came  to  this  section  two  broth¬ 
ers  Gerberich  from  their  native  Bavaria,  which 
kingdom  later  became  a  part  of  the  German  Empire. 
Andrew  Gerberich  was  the  great-great-grandfather 
of  Grant  B.  Gerberich.  He  purchased  land  in  Leba¬ 
non  County  from  the  sons  of  William  Penn  and  on 
the  farm  where  he  began  his  life  work  three  succeed¬ 
ing  generations  were  born.  His  descendant,  Henry 
Gerberich,  was  the  grandfather  of  Grant  B.  and  the 
father  of  Daniel,  who  was  the  father  of  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Four  of  these  sons  became  repu¬ 
table  physicians,  two  were  prosperous,  farmers  and 
one  became  superintendent  of  the  public  school  sys¬ 
tem  of  Greenville,  as  related. 

After  completing  his  studies  in  the  public  schools, 
Grant  B.  Gerberich  became  a  student  at  Lebanon 
Valley  College,  at  the  same  time  engaging  in  teach¬ 
ing,  which  he  began  when  he  was  nineteen  years^  of 
age.  In  1900,  after  teaching  and  studying  for  five 
years,  he  was  graduated  from  Lebanon  Valley  Col¬ 
lege  and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  then  accepted  the  position  of  principal  of  the 
Greenville  graded  schools,  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  twelve  years,  when  he  was  called  to  Johnson- 
burg  as  principal  of  its  schools.  He  remained  there 
until  1908,  when  he  came  to  Greenville  and  became 
superintendent  of  the  entire  system  of  schools  in  this 
borough. 

Mr.  Gerberich  has  been  active  and  helpful  in  the 
civic  activities  of  the  district,  as  well  as  most  effi¬ 
cient  in  his  school  work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Education  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Teachers’  Association,  Greenville  Rotary  Club,  Pa¬ 
triotic  Order  Sons  of  America  and  other  fraternal 
and  professional  organizations.  He  attends  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Grant  B.  Gerberich  married,  in  1892,  Mary  Datter, 
of  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Marion,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  high  school  and  who  finished  a  college  course  in 
voice  and  organ  instruction  in  this  State  and  in  New 
York  City.  Later,  she  continued  her  studies  in  music 
at  New  York  University  and  since  1928  has  been  an 


10 


PENNSYLVANIA 


instructor  in  organ,  voice  and  chorus  work  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Teachers  College  at  Slippery 
Rock. 


WILLIAM  ALBERT  ASHE— Prominent  as  a 
lawyer  in  Armstrong  County,  William  Albert  Ashe, 
of  Kittanning,  holds  the  important  office  of  district 
attorney,  having  been  chosen  for  a  four-year  term. 
He  is  a  World  War  veteran  and  a  leader  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  affairs,  being  also  identified  with  organi¬ 
zations  and  movements  for  the  advance  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 

Mr.  Ashe’s  father,  Irvin  J.  Ashe  was  born  in 
Plum  Creek  Townshp,  Armstrong  County,  and  was 
a  farmer  and  hotel  owner  in  Kittanning;  served  as 
county  treasurer  of  Armstrong  County  in  1906-09; 
was  county  chairman  of  his  political  committee  for 
two  terms;  and  died  in  February,  1921.  The  mother, 
who  prior  to  marriage  was  Martha  E.  Ross,  was 
born  in  Perry  Township,  Jefferson  County,  and  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  at  his  death.  They  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  two  of  these  being 
William  Albert,  of  this  review,  and  Robert  E.,  who 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  Law 
School,  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1929,  and  is  in  practice 
at  Kittanning. 

William  Albert  Ashe  was  born  in  Wayne  Town¬ 
ship,  Armstrong  County,  January  10,  1895.  Pie 
attended  the  local  schools  and  also  those  in  Rural 
Valley  and  Rayburn  Township,  then  in  Kittanning 
Borough,  graduating  from  the  Kittanning  High 
School  in  1914.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Dayton  (Pennsylvania)  State  Normal  School,  and 
entered  Pennsylvania  State  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1920.  For  one 
year  he  pursued  legal  studies  in  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  Law  School,  and  finished  his  law  course 
in  the  University  of  Duquesne  Law  School,  from 
which  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  at  gradua¬ 
tion  in  the  class  of  1927.  From  1920  to  1925  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  theatre  business 
in  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Ashe  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October, 
1927,  and  has  since  been  in  practice  under  his  name 
at  Kittanning.  It  was  in  1930  that  he  was  elected 
district  attorney  of  Armstrong  County.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Kittanning  Market,  Inc.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  During  the  World  War  he  served 
in  the  12th  Ammunition  Train  until  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  February,  1919.  Pie  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  His  favorite  forms  of  recreation 
are  hunting  and  fishing.  He  has  never  married. 


GILBERT  SMITH  PARNELL— As  the  head 
of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  insurance 
underwriting  businesses  in  Indiana  County,  Mr.  Par¬ 
nell  is  widely  known  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  as 
an  exceptionally  able  and  successful  insurance  man. 
His  experience  in  the  various  branches  of  the  insur¬ 
ance  business  has  been  unusually  broad,  including, 
as  it  does,  services  as  insurance  attorney,  local  and 
general  agent,  adjuster,  director  of  insurance  com¬ 
panies,  active  member  of  insurance  associations,  and 
effective  worker  for  insurance  legislation.  He  is  a 
veteran  of  the  World  War  and  ever  since  the  end  of 
the  war  has  been  active  in  American  Legion  and 
veteran  affairs.  In  the  city  of  Indiana,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  since  his  early  youth,  he  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  and  a  popular  member  of 


numerous  local  organizations.  Through  his  various 
activities  Mr.  Parnell  has  materially  contributed  to 
civic  progress  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Gilbert  Smith  Parnell  was  born  at  Patton,  Cam¬ 
bria  County,  a  son  of  Joseph  Edwin  and  Vindetta 
S.  Parnell.  He  has  one  sister,  Elizabeth  Stewart 
Parnell,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College  and  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  educational  work.  As  a  boy,  in  1908,  Mr. 
Parnell  came  with  his  parents  to  Indiana,  Indiana 
County,  which  has  continued  to  be  his  home  and  the 
center  of  his  activities  since  then.  His  father,  the 
late  Joseph  Edwin  Parnell,  who  died  March  14, 
1928,  was  generally  regarded  in  insurance  circles  as 
an  exceptionally  skillful  and  widely  experienced  in¬ 
surance  man.  He  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the 
improvement  of  conditions  in  the  insurance  business. 

Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  Mr.  Parnell  then  attended  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Normal  School  at  Indiana,  Mercersburg 
Academy  and  Cornell  University.  Interrupting  his 
studies,  while  he  was  a  student  at  Cornell,  in  order 
to  serve  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Parnell,  after  the  war,  resumed 
his  studies,  first  at  Pennsylvania  State  College  and 
later  at  the  Dickinson  School  of  Law,  from  which 
latter  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1923.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  Supreme  and  Superior  courts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  in  the  United  States  Court  for 
the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania.  Since  then 
he  has  specialized  in  the  practice  of  insurance  law 
and  at  different  times  has  served  as  attorney  both 
for  and  against  insurance  companies,  adjustment  com¬ 
panies  and  assured.  On  several  occasions  he  has 
been  retained  as  special  counsel  by  the  Insurance 
Department  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  has 
also  been  retained  by  an  association  of  insurance 
agents  to  prepare  several  proposed  laws,  concern¬ 
ing  insurance,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Legislature.  However,  Mr.  Parnell  has  al¬ 
ways  given  his  attention  chiefly  to  the  insurance 
business.  He  is  now  president  of  Parnell,  Cowher 
and  Company,  a  corporation  owning  and  operating 
three  general  and  local  insurance  agency  offices,  of 
which  he  was  formerly  secretary.  At  one  time  or 
another  Mr.  Parnell  has  performed  the  duties  of 
every  person  employed  by  his  company,  including 
typewriting,  other  forms  of  secretarial  work,  book¬ 
keeping,  filing,  preparation  of  inventories  and  insur¬ 
ance  maps,  the  making  and  revision  of  rates,  the 
preparation  of  schedules,  salesmanship  of  all  kinds 
of  insurance,  collection  of  premiums,  writing  of 
policies,  adjustment  and  settlement  of  losses,  arbitra¬ 
tion  of  disputed  losses,  and  various  other  activities. 
He  also  accompanied  his  father  to  various  con¬ 
ferences  and  conventions  throughout  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  able  to  hear  a  number  of  eminent 
insurance  men  discuss  the  problems  of  the  insurance 
business  involving  its  various  assets.  These  varied 
experiences,  covering  a  considerable  period  of  time, 
have  made  Mr.  Parnell  an  unusually  well  informed 
man  on  all  phases  of  the  insurance  business.  He 
has  also  some  general  business  experience,  being 
interested  in  the  ownership  and  management  of  sev¬ 
eral  small  coal  companies,  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  a  garage  company  and  of 
a  ladder  manufacturing  concern  and  being  a  direc¬ 
tor  and  a  member  of  the  discount  committee  of  the 
Citizens’  National  Bank  of  Indiana.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  and  chairman  of  the 
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legislative  committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Insurance  Agents;  a  member  of  the  Insurance 
Federation;  a  member  of  the  insurance  committee, 
composed  of  twenty-four  insurance  men  from  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  well  as  a  member  of  its 
insurance  legislative  committee;  secretary  of  the 
Indiana  County  Association  of  Fire  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Agents;  a  member  of  the  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of 
Pennsylvania;  a  member  of  Post  No.  141,  American 
Legion,  of  Indiana,  of  which  he  was  junior  vice¬ 
commander  in  1928;  a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  Post  No.  141,  American  Legion;  secretary 
of  the  soldiers’  committee  of  Indiana  County;  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  American  Legion  State  Convention  in 
1929;  secretary  of  the  steering  committee  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  District  of  the  American  Legion, 
which  includes  the  counties  of  Armstrong,  Jefferson, 
Clarion  and  Indiana.  Other  organizations,  in  which 
Mr.  Parnell  maintains  membership,  include  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Indiana  County  Fish  and  Game  Association, 
Indiana  Country  Club,  Cosmopolitan  Club,  Masonic 
Order,  Society  of  “40  and  8,”  World  War  Military 
Society,  Rotary  Club,  Indiana  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  Pennsylvania  State  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  as  well  as  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Mr.  Parnell’s  military  experience  was  not 
restricted  to  the  period  of  the  World  War,  for  after 
the  war  he  served  successively  as  company  clerk, 
first  sergeant  and  second  lieutenant  of  Company  F, 
noth  Infantry,  28th  Division,  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard. 

Mr.  Parnell  married,  June  14,  1923,  Dorothy 
Mitchell  Walker,  a  daughter  of  Leon  and  Annette 
(Mitchell)  Walker,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parnell  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1. 
Gilbert  Smith,  Jr.,  born  September  28,  1925.  2. 

Joseph  Edwin  Parnell,  2d,  born  May  5,  1930. 


E.  V.  O’DELL — Coming  to  Sharon  in  1925,  to 
accept  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Shenango 
Valley  Commercial  Institute,  which  had  just  been 
organized,  with  W.  D.  McLean  as  its  president, 
E.  V.  O’Dell  immediately  set  about  the  work  in 
hand  with  vigor  and  skill.  In  the  comparatively  brief 
period  that  has  ensued  he  has  made  a  high  reputa¬ 
tion  and  the  school  is  a  welcome  addition  to  the 
educational  institutions  in  this  district  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  school  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of 
the  important  units  of  commercial  education  and  has 
a  large  and  growing  enrollment.  An  attractive  fea¬ 
ture  of  its  work  is  its  free  employment  bureau  for 
graduates  and  undergraduates,  many  of  whom  have 
been  placed  in  fine  positions  through  its  operation. 
It  has  both  day  and  night  sessions,  for  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  students,  whose  numbers  average  three  hun¬ 
dred  throughout  the  year.  It  is  located  in  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  Building  at  Sharon. 

E.  V.  O’Dell  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
October  15,  1898,  a  son  of  Homer  and  Alda  (Stock- 
man)  O’Dell,  finished  high  school  and  then  took 
summer  course  instruction  at  Ohio  State  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  taught  school  for  a  year  and  then  became 
a  student  at  Dennison  University  and  later  at  the 
Chillicothe  Commercial  Teachers’  Training  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1921. 
He  then  went  to  Scottdale,  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  taught  in  a  business  college 
for  four  years,  and  from  where  he  came  to  Sharon, 
to  accept  the  position  he  has  since  filled.  He  is  a 


member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is 
fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

E.  V.  O’Dell  married,  in  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania, 
March  29,  1922,  Margaret  Bixler,  a  daughter  of 
George  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Wyant)  Bixler,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Maxine  Bixler  and 
Jay  Vinton  O’Dell. 


CLARENCE  O.  MORRIS — For  almost  thirty- 
five  years  Mr.  Morris  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law,  first  in  Jefferson  County,  but 
during  the  greater  part  of  this  long  period  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  lawyers  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
leadership  in  the  legal  profession  being  indicated  not 
only  by  his  large  and  important  practice,  but  also  by 
the  fact  that  at  times  he  has  held  important  public 
offices.  These  he  has  invaribly  filled  with  character¬ 
istic  ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness. 

The  Morris  family,  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
article  is  a  member,  dates  back  to  Colonial  days  and 
was  founded  in  this  country  by  Mr.  Morris’  great¬ 
grandfather,  Thomas  Morris,  who  was  born  in 
Wales  on  November  8,  1745.  In  1766  he  married 
Ann  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Wales,  on  July  5, 
1749.  They  came  to  the  American  Colonies  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  settled  first  in  Bucks 
County.  Some  years  afterward  they  moved  to  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Creek,  in  Lower  Mount  Bethel  Township, 
Northumberland  County,  and  their  farm  wras  land 
upon  which  the  present  busy  city  of  Easton  stands. 
Here  they  lived  out  their  worthy  and  useful  lives. 
Many  of  their  descendants  still  live  in  Pennsylvania 
and  others  may  be  found  in  almost  every  other  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Union.  Thomas  Morris  died  April  14, 
1814,  survived  for  many  years  by  his  wife,  whose 
death  occurred  June  26,  1834.  They  had  seventeen 
children. 

Obed  Morris,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Butler) 
Morris  and  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  article, 
was  born  in  Northampton  County  and  from  there 
moved  to  Indiana  County.  He  remained  there  only 
for  a  short  time,  settling  permanently  in  Jefferson 
County,  of  which  he  was  a  pioneer  settler.  He  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  was  a  substantial  and  respected 
citizen.  On  February  11,  1814,  he  married  Mary 
Bowman,  who  was  born  September  25,  1791,  and 
died  February  2,  1859,  survived  many  years  by  her 
husband,  who  died  September  14,  1882.  They  had 
seven  children. 

Joseph  B.  Morris,  sixth  child  of  Obed  and  Mary 
(Bowman)  Morris,  and  father  of  Clarence  O.  Mor¬ 
ris,  was  born  August  11,  1827,  and  died  at  Punxsu- 
tawney,  Jefferson  County,  July  17,  1909.  He  followed 
farming  and  also  lumbering  and  was  a  well-known 
business  man  and  much  respected  citizen.  The  old 
Morris  farm  in  Jefferson  County  was  richly  underlaid 
with  coal  and  the  Walston  Coal  Company  operated 
there  when  there  had,  as  yet,  been  little  coal  devel¬ 
opment  in  that  district.  For  thirty-five  years  con¬ 
tinuously  he  served  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  many  other  local  offices  were  tendered 
him  by  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  was 
associated.  He  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Julia  L.  Murray,  left  no  issue.  His  second  marriage 
was  to  Catherine  Crissman,  daughter  of  Enoch 
Crissman,  and  nine  children  were  born  to  them,  five 
of  whom  reached  maturity,  namely:  Malvern  H., 
now  deceased;  Ida  L.,  now  deceased;  Joseph  L. ; 
Clarence  O.,  of  whom  further;  and  Lucy.  To  the 
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third  marriage,  with  Margaret  Brewer,  no  children 
were  born. 

Clarence  O.  Morris  was  born  near  Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson  County,  June  15,  1873,  a  son  of  Joseph  B. 
and  Catherine  (Crissman)  Morris.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
region  and  later  entered  Waynesburg  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  Through  his 
boyhood  and  youth  he  helped  his  father  on  the  home 
farm.  After  graduating  from  college  he  taught 
school  for  some  four  years,  first  for  two  years  in 
various  country  schools  and  later  for  two  more  years 
at  Punxsutawney.  During  this  period  he  devoted  as 
much  time  as  possible  to  the  study  of  law,  first  under 
the  guidance  of  the  firm  of  Wylie,  Buchanan  and 
Walton,  of  Waynesburg,  and  later  with  W.  M. 
Gillispie,  a  leading  lawyer  of  Punxsutawney.  In 
1897  Mr.  Morris  was  admitted  to  the  Jefferson 
County  bar  and  for  the  next  four  years  he  continued 
his  association  with  Mr.  Gillispie.  At  the  end  of 
this  period,  in  1901,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Arm¬ 
strong  County  bar  and  moved  to  Leechburg,  where 
he  established  his  law  offices  in  the  Farmers’  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  Building.  Later  he  was  also  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Supreme  and  Superior  courts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  in  the  United  States  District 
courts.  While  a  resident  of  Leechburg  he  served 
as  solicitor  for  the  boroughs  of  Leechburg,  Apollo 
and  Vandergrift.  He  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  the  borough  of  Apollo  and  is  also  solicitor  for 
Ford  City  borough.  On  January  20,  1914,  Mr. 
Morris  moved  to  Kittanning,  which  town  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  his  home  and  the  center  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  activities  ever  since  then.  On  April  17,  1913, 
Mr.  Morris  was  appointed  district  attorney  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County  to  fill  a  vacancy.  At  the  November, 
1913,  election,  he  was  elected  for  the  full  term  of 
four  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term,  in 
1917,  he  was  reelected  for  another  term  of  four 
years,  serving  until  January  1,  1922.  In  1917,  he 
had  the  distinction  of  being  nominated  to  the  office 
of  district  attorney  by  all  five  parties,  a  distinction 
never  before  enjoyed  lay  any  other  candidate  for  that 
office.  During  1926-30  Mr.  Morris  served  as  burgess 
of  Kittanning,  giving  to  that  town  a  most  efficient 
and  business-like  administration.  Since  completing 
his  second  term  as  district  attorney,  Mr.  Morris  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  he  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Armstrong 
County.  In  1931  he  was  president  of  the  Armstrong 
County  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  Leech¬ 
burg  Lodge,  No.  377,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Exalted 
Ruler,  and  during  1930-31  he  also  served  as  District 
Deputy  Grand  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Central  Dis¬ 
trict.  His  religious  affiliations,  like  those  of  his 
wife,  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Pie  has  one  son,  Edward  Eugene  Morris,  who  was 
graduated  from  Lafeyette  College  at  Easton  in  1922 
with  the  degree  of  Chemical  Engineer,  and  who  is 
now  connected  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  of  Philadelphia.  He  is  married  and  has 
two  children. 


DAVID  MABON  KIER — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  the  southwestern  section  of  Indiana 
County,  Mr.  Kier  has  long  been  one  of  the  prominent 
business  and  civic  leaders  of  Blairsville.  Until  very 
recently  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  retail 
shoe  business,  eventually  retiring  from  this  business 
after  more  than  forty  years’  connection  with  it.  He 


is  prominently  active  in  financial  affairs,  owns  con¬ 
siderable  property  in  Blairsville  and  also  still  has 
other  business  interests.  Civic  and  religious  affairs, 
too,  have  received  a  full  share  of  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion.  Through  his  various  activities  Mr.  Kier  has 
constantly  made  important  contributions  to  civic 
progress  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  Blairsville,  its  people  and  its  insti¬ 
tutions. 

David  Mabon  Kier  was  born  near  Clarksburg, 
Indiana  County,  July  30,  1861,  a  son  of  the  late 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Milliron)  Kier,  both  of  whom 
had  been  born  near  Clarksburg,  Indiana  County. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  1831,  and  who  died  in 
1912,  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Kier’s  mother  was  born 
in  1837  and  died  in  1909.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent  and  received  his  education  in  the  country 
schools  of  his  native  region.  He  remained  on  his 
father’s  farm,  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  At 
that  time  he  came  to  Blairsville  and  for  the  next  six 
years  worked  in  clerical  capacities  in  various  local 
stores.  In  1889  he  engaged  in  the  retail  shoe  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  Harvey,  Kier  and  Company, 
his  partners  being  Mr.  J.  M.  Harvey  and  Mr.  D.  A. 
Fenlon.  Three  years  later,  in  1892,  Mr.  Kier  bought 
out  his  partners  and  after  that  continued  the  business 
alone  until  1929,  when  he  sold  it.  From  small  be¬ 
ginnings  Mr.  Kier  built  up  a  large  and  profitable 
business  and  his  success  is  the  more  to  his  credit, 
because  it  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  unaided  ef¬ 
forts  and  of  his  untiring  industry  and  energy.  Since 
April  7,  1893,  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  Home 
Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Blairsville  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Savings  and  Trust  Company  of  Blairsville.  Besides 
looking  after  the  duties  of  these  two  positions  and 
after  the  management  of  his  considerable  property 
holdings  in  Blairsville,  Mr.  Kier  is  now  also  engaged 
as  a  wool  broker  under  his  own  name.  At  one  time 
he  served  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  local  town 
council.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Blairsville  Kiwanis 
Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  trus¬ 
tee,  having  served  in  that  capacity  when  the  present 
church  edifice  was  erected.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Blairsville  Public  Library 
and  is  still  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors. 

Mr.  Kier  married,  in  1893,  Anabel  Ford,  of 
Blairsville,  a  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Martha 
(Clarke)  Ford.  Mrs.  Kier’s  maternal  grandfather, 
James  Clarke,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  West¬ 
moreland  County,  coming  there  about  1830,  and  was 
popularly  known  as  the  “pioneer  of  internal  im¬ 
provements.”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kier  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Martha.  2.  James  Paul.  3. 
Anabel,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Ray  Kuhns  of  Blairs¬ 
ville  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  Ray  Kier  Kuhns. 


CHARLES  HOWARD  MOSES,  M.  D.— Lead¬ 
ing  surgeon,  one  of  the  best  known  scientific  men  in 
Pennsylvania,  member  of  the  State  Department  of 
Health,  connected  as  physician  with  the  police  de¬ 
partment  of  Sharon,  and  Sharon’s  city  physician  for 
many  years,  Dr.  Moses  has  had  a  replete  career, 
one  filled  with  service  to  his  fellowmen.  Indeed, 
few  medical  figures  of  his  generation  have  had  ca¬ 
reers  of  such  variety  or  of  such  signal  distinction  in 
their  chosen  work. 

Charles  Howard  Moses  is  a  native  of  Sharon.  He 
was  born  October  10,  1890,  son  of  John  and  Su- 
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sannah  (Davis)  Moses.  Dr.  Moses’  father  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight,  in  1914.  Native  of  Wales,  he 
had  come  to  America  as  a  young  man,  in  quest  of 
his  fortune.  Here  he  engaged  for  some  time  as  a 
steel  worker,  was  married  in  this  country,  and  with 
his  good  wife  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
eleven  of  whom  reached  the  years  of  maturity.  Dr. 
Moses  is  the  only  one  of  the  children  engaged  in  pro¬ 
fessional  pursuits.  The  family  is  well  known  in 
Sharon,  and  it  is  fitting  that  Dr.  Moses  should  give 
to  his  native  city  the  benefits  of  his  professional 
training  and  accomplishment,  just  as,  for  its  part, 
the  city  has  given  him  very  loyal  support  and  pa¬ 
tronage,  as  physician  and  surgeon,  as  civic  factor, 
as  a  man  and  well  loved  friend. 

Having  received  his  preparatory  instruction  in 
the  public  schools,  Dr.  Moses  enter  the  University 
of  Maryland,  from  which,  in  1915,  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  interneship  was 
served  in  Baltimore,  at  the  University  Hospital  and 
Lying-in  Hospital.  Thus  thoroughly  prepared  to 
commence  practice,  he  put  off  beginning  his  private 
career  for  service  in  the  World  War,  entering  the 
Medical  Corps  of  the  army  in  September,  1917, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  His  whole  military 
experience  comprised  a  period  of  two  years  and  six 
months  and  was  filled  with  honor.  For  six  months 
he  was  with  the  French  Army,  the  rest  of  the  time 
being  given  to  the  American  troops.  Dr.  Moses 
took  part  in  all  the  major  engagements.  After  re¬ 
turning  to  America  he  was  for  a  time  with  United 
States  Hospital  No.  2,  at  Fort  McHenry,  Maryland. 
He  had  been  twice  wounded,  cited,  and  was  mustered 
out  with  the  rank  of  captain,  free  to  go  forward  with 
his  career  then  as  civilian. 

Opening  offices  in  Sharon,  he  quickly  became  one 
of  the  profession’s  leaders  here,  and  has  retained 
that  leadership  through  the  years  down  to  the  pres¬ 
ent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  surgical  staff  at  Sharon 
Hospital  and  as  physician  for  the  police  department 
and  the  city  has  weighty  responsibilities  of  judgment 
which  he  fulfills  with  celerity  and  accuracy.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  medical  societies  of  the  county,  State 
and  Nation.  In  civic  and  social  affairs  his  position 
is  little  less  than  in  medical  activity,  for  he  is  known 
as  a  man  of  gentle,  kindly  wit,  is  made  a  welcome 
addition  to  any  gathering,  and  has  consistently  sup¬ 
ported  those  projects  designed  for  the  betterment  of 
Sharon  as  a  place  in  which  to  live  and  work. 

Dr.  Moses  maintains  his  offices  in  the  Dollar  Title 
and  Trust  Building. 


ANDREW  KAUL,  SR. — The  development  of  Elk 
County,  during  the  fruitful  years  beginning  just  after 
the  Civil  War  and  continuing  into  the  present  cen¬ 
tury,  is  largely  bound  up  with  the  life  and  work 
of  Andrew  Kaul,  Sr.  His  vision  and  energy  and 
courage  were  the  decisive  factors  in  the  remarkable 
progress  which  came  to  this  section  and  he  himself 
was  identified  with  every  large  enterprise  of  impor¬ 
tance.  If  he  justly  shared  in  the  prosperity  he  helped 
to.  create,  he  used  his  great  wealth  and  influence 
wisely  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellows  bringing  to  the 
name  he  bore  lasting  honor  and  respect. 

Andrew  Kaul  was  born  at  St.  Marys,  Elk  County, 
on  July  15,  1845,  a  son  of  John  and  Kunigunda 
(Brendel)  Kaul,  who  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
at  St.  Marys  in  1845,  one  year  after  the  founding  of 
the  village..  Andrew  Kaul  attended  the  local  schools 
and  according  to  the  custom  of  those  days,  he  assisted 


in  the  operation  of  the  family  farm  at  such  times 
as  he  was  not  in  school.  In  1862  he  went  to  work 
in  the  woods  and  before  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  in  association  with  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph 
Lanzel,  he  began  his  independent  business  career, 
getting  out  square  timber  for  rafting  and  making 
contracts  for  stocking  mills.  With  the  clear  vision 
which  was  always  his,  he  saw  the  great  future  of 
the  lumber  industry  in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  im¬ 
plicit  confidence  in  his  own  judgment  he  devoted  all 
his  energies  to  making  the  future  which  he  visioned 
a  reality.  At  first  he  tried  to  interest  others  in  his 
project;  but  when  he  was  not  able  to  enlist  co¬ 
operation,  he  undertook  individually  to  establish  and 
carry  on  the  business.  He  bought  a  tract  of  pine 
lands  east  of  the  village  of  St.  Marys,  where  he 
erected  and  operated  a  lumber  mill.  He  was  not  only 
the  proprietor  and  manager  of  this  enterprise,  but 
took  actual  part  in  handling  the  mechanical  work, 
thus  laying  the  foundation  for  an  increased  busi¬ 
ness  which  was  the  natural  outcome  of  his  diligence 
and  ability.  Mr.  Kaul’s  first  mill  was  situated  at  the 
head  of  Iron  Run.  After  operating  it  for  five  years, 
he  built  a  second  mill  known  as  the  Summit  Mill. 
This  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  after  it  had  been  in 
operation  for  twenty  years.  Mr.  Kaul  also  purchased 
another  mill  and  a  large  tract  of  timber  land  at 
Sterling,  in  Cameron  County,  where,  in  association 
with  partners,  he  carried  on  operations  for  five  years 
under  the  name  of  Kaul,  Walker  and  Company.  He 
then  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  partners  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  alone  until  1884,  when  forest  fires 
destroyed  his  plant.  At  the  same  time  his  mills  at 
Benezette  and  Spring  Run,  Elk  County,  were  de¬ 
stroyed.  In  the  case  of  one  of  lesser  courage  such- 
losses  might  well  have  brought  a  promising  career  to 
an  end,  but  Mr.  Kaul  felt  that  this  field  was  still 
a  good  one  and  he  determined  to  carry  on.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  K.  P.  Hall 
and  resumed  operations  which  were  continued  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  These  men  were  warm  per¬ 
sonal  friends,  and  their  happy  association  had  much 
to  do  with  the  success  of  the  business.  Within  a 
short  time  they  extended  their  operations,  making 
investments  in  the  timber  lands  of  Wisconsin,  which 
were  sold  with  profit.  Investments  were  also  made  in 
timber  lands  in  Elk  County. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Kaul  was  operating  addi¬ 
tional  mills  at  Sterling  Run,  in  Cameron  County,  as 
v/ell  as  at  St.  Marys,  Benezette,  Spring  Run  and 
Vineyard,  in  Elk  County.  He  also  had  a  half  inter¬ 
est  in  the  Beechwood  Mills,  and  later  Mr.  Hall  be¬ 
came  a  partner  in  this  concern.  In  1885,  Kaul  and 
Hall  erected  a  large  mill  at  Rathbun,  which  was 
burned  and  then  rebuilt.  Later  it  was  dismantled  and 
moved  to  St.  Marys.  This  was  the  first  manufac¬ 
turing  industry  at  St.  Marys,  and  was  the  incentive 
for  others  to  establish  their  enterprises  here.  From 
that  time  on  the  development  of  the  town  went 
steadily  forward,  and  to  Mr.  Kaul  is  due  the  major 
honor  and  credit  for  this  progress.  He  had  already 
established  his  home  at  St.  Marys  and  was  keenly 
interested  in  all  movements  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community. 

After  establishing  this  large  mill  of  the  Kaul  and 
Hall  Lumber  Company  here,  Mr.  Kaul  extended  his 
interests  to  the  purchase  of  large  tracts  of  timber 
lands  in  neighboring  territory.  He  was  president  of 
the  company,  and  in  this  capacity  exercised  executive 
responsibility  for  all  extensions  of  holdings  as  well 
as  for  the  general  policy  of  the  business.  In  order 
to  use  some  of  the  by-products  of  the  various  lum- 
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ber  mills,  the  company  erected  and  operated  a  tan¬ 
nery,  which  was  subsequently  sold.  To  keep  intact 
the  machinery  and  equipment  of  the  various  mills, 
Mr.  Kaul  associated  with  his  brother,  John  Kaul, 
erected  a  machine  shop  and  foundry  at  St.  Marys, 
and  in  1899  this  property  was  taken  over  by  the 
Shawmut  Company  which  has  since  operated  and 
expanded  it. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Kaul  had  acquired  an  authoritative 
knowledge  of  the  entire  lumber  industry.  Rec¬ 
ognizing  the  possibilities  of  the  South  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  lumber  industry,  he  now  purchased 
the  holdings  of  the  Sample  Lumber  Company  at 
Hollins,  Alabama,  where  he  placed  his  son,  John 
Lanzel  Kaul,  as  manager.  In  this  venture  he  was 
associated  with  others  whom  he  bought  out  after 
a  short  time,  forming  then  a  company  with  his  son 
under  the  name  of  the  Kaul  Lumber  Company.  This 
developed  into  one  of  the  most  thriving  and  substan¬ 
tial  lumber  businesses  in  the  country,  about  which 
was  built  a  model  town,  with  general  store,  churches, 
schools  and  a  hotel. 

Added  to  their  lumber  interests,  Mr.  Kaul  and  Mr. 
Hall  acquired  and  operated  coal  mines  to  an  exten¬ 
sive  degree,  and  in  connection  with  these  mines  they 
operated  also  a  private  railroad,  which  was  later 
connected  with  other  railroads  to  form  communica¬ 
tions  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  greater 
benefit  of  the  people  of  this  vicinity.  These  mining 
and  railroad  interests  were  subsequently  sold  to  New 
York  purchasers  and  were  the  foundation  of  the 
Shawmut  mines  and  railroad  system.  Another  enter¬ 
prise  of  the  partners  was  a  general  store  established 
by  them  and  operated  with  great  success  for  thirty 
years.  In  1901  it  was  merged  with  the  Hall  and 
Kaul  Company,  which  operated  the  store  and  carried 
on  both  a  retail  and  wholesale  business  throughout  a 
wide  territory. 

Still  other  prosperous  institutions  were  established 
by  them.  In  1899  they  removed  some  old  buildings 
and  erected  a  modern  office  building  which  housed  on 
the  ground  floor,  the  St.  Marys  National  Bank  and 
the  St.  Marys  Trust  Company,  and  the  executive 
offices  of  the  Kaul  and  Hall  companies.  They  also 
erected  the  largest  department  store  in  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  the  early  ’sixties,  Mr.  Hall  established 
the  St.  Marys  Bank,  and  later  Mr.  Kaul  became 
a  partner  in  this  institution.  In  1902  it  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  the  St.  Marys  National  Bank,  and  in  the 
following  year  the  St.  Marys  Trust  Company  was 
also  organized  by  them.  Mr.  Kaul  was  vice-president 
and  director  of  both  these  financial  institutions  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1888,  Mr.  Kaul  founded  a  gas  and  water  com¬ 
pany  for  St.  Marys.  In  order  to  interest  others  in 
this  project  he  subscribed  to  a  large  block  of  the 
stock  and  putting  his  own  capital  into  the  venture 
proved  his  sincerity  in  its  outcome.  This,  however, 
was  typical  of  his  character  as  a  leader,  for  he  was 
always  in  the  forefront  of  progress.  Not  content  to 
stop  with  the  development  of  the  natural  advantages 
of  this  territory,  he  went  further  and  took  the  lead 
in  inducing  others  to  locate  here.  Thus  it  was  that 
his  influence  by  direct  contact  with  others  built  the 
town  of  St.  Marys  from  a  small  village  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  size  and  started  its  healthy  growth  which  shows 
no  sign  of  abating. 

Mr.  Kaul  never  lost  a  boyhood  love  for  farming 
and  the  outdoor  life.  His  residence  was  built  on  an 
extensive  acreage,  large  enough  to  have  it  surrounded 
by  beautiful  farms.  Here,  in  partnership  with  his  son, 


William,  he  established  a  stock  farm  where  many 
high  grade  racing  and  driving  horses  were  raised. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kaul  was  a  Democrat,  and  became 
an  influential  figure  in  local  party  councils.  He 
helped  many  to  attain  public  office,  but  always  re¬ 
fused  such  honor  for  himself.  Finally,  however,  he 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  his  friends  and  fellow- 
citizens,  and  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  office 
of  associate  judge,  filling  that  office  during  the  last 
five  years  of  his  life.  Mr.  Kaul  was  always  a  devout 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His  own 
great  success  was  never  attained  at  the  expense  of 
honor  and  he  was  faithful  always  to  the  highest 
standards  of  thought  and  conduct.  He  was  admired 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  men  of  prominence  from  all 
over  the  country  came  to  do  honor  to  his  memory, 
joining  with  his  friends  and  neighbors  who  had  come 
to  know  him  so  well.  A  notable  pioneer,  his  memory 
will  be  honored  in  all  the  years  to  come. 

Soon  after  he  became  of  age,  Andrew  Kaul  mar¬ 
ried  Walburga  Lanzel,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Catherine  Lanzel,  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  pioneer 
family.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children: 
1.  John  Lanzel.  2.  Andrew,  Jr.,  deceased.  3.  Wil¬ 
liam.  4.  Joseph  J.,  deceased.  5.  Edward,  deceased. 
6.  Frank  A.  (q.  v.),  deceased.  7.  George,  deceased. 
8.  James,  deceased.  9.  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Henry 
Reilly  of  Philadelphia.  10.  Josephine,  now  Mrs. 
Harry  C.  Drueding  of  Philadelphia,  n.  Bertha,  now 
Mrs.  Sedgwick  Kistler  of  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania. 


FRANK  A.  KAUL — Distinguished  son  of  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  father,  Frank  A.  Kaul  in  his  career  car¬ 
ried  on  the  fine  traditions  which  will  always  be 
associated  with  the  family  name  at  St.  Marys,  and 
throughout  the  Elk  County  section.  Although  long 
years  of  life  were  not  granted  him,  he  made  the  full¬ 
est  use  of  his  great  talents,  winning  success  in  his 
own  right  and  achieving  a  place  of  prominence  in 
the  annals  of  this  State.  His  name  and  that  of  his 
father  will  always  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by 
the  hundreds  who  benefited  through  their  construc¬ 
tive  lives. 

Frank  A.  Kaul  was  born  in  St.  Marys,  January 
27,  1876,  the  seventh  son  of  Andrew  and  Walburga 
(Lanzel)  Kaul.  The  earlier  years  of  his  too-brief 
life  were  well  spent  at  educational  institutions  of 
the  highest  repute.  From  the  local  schools  he  went 
to  Notre  Dame  College,  and  on  his  graduation  there 
enrolled  at  Haver  ford  College,  Philadelphia,  for  spe¬ 
cial  courses  in  business  and  engineering.  So  well 
endowed  was  he  by  inheritance  and  so  faithful  in 
his  years  of  preparation  that  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  was  ready  to  assume  all  the  responsibilities 
of  maturity  and  to  bring  to  realization  the  hopes 
of  his  parents  concerning  him.  Mr.  Kaul  was  made 
general  manager  of  the  Kaul  and  Hall  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  and  his  knowledge  of  engineering  was  at  once 
put  to  practical  use.  He  had  much  to  do  with  pro¬ 
jecting  the  railroads  through  the  mountains  to  bring 
lumber  from  the  timber  tracts  of  the  company  to  the 
mills  at  St.  Marys,  where  he  provided  raw  material 
not  only  for  the  large  mills  which  were  under  his 
own  management,  but  also  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Stave  Company  and  the  Corbett  Chemical  Company. 
He  brought  to  perfection  a  fine  system  and  organ¬ 
ization  which  remained  intact  and  functioned  for 
many  years. 

In  many  ways  he  resembled  his  father.  He  was 
by  nature  considerate  of  others,  whether  of  high  or 
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low  degree,  and  took  a  very  personal  interest  in  every 
man  who  was  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  company;*, •  shew¬ 
ing  himself  solicitous  of  their  comfort  arid*  $or£* 
siderate  of  their  opinions.  Again  like  his  fathfer,  Mr.  u 
Kaul  was  so  just  and  magnanimous  in  his  dealings 
with  them,  that  he  never  lost  a  foreman  except  by 
death,  and  they  in  turn  manifestly  enjoyed  working 
by  his  side,  guided  by  his  expert  leadership  and 
spurred  on  by  his  fine  spirit.  Mr.  Kaul  was  essen¬ 
tially  a  citizen  of  the  city  in  which  he  was  born, 
and  the  advancement  of  St.  Marys  in  material  pros¬ 
perity,  civic,  recreational  and  religious  life  was  close 
to  his  heart.  A  man  of  clear  vision,  practical  busi¬ 
ness  qualities,  an  abiding  faith  in  the  good  to  be 
found  in  every  one,  cultured  and  courteous,  he  natu¬ 
rally  came  to  his  place  as  a  leader,  while  his  native 
dignity  and  companionable  personality  gave  him  a 
social  position  of  the  highest  rank. 

The  many  unfinished  projects  of  which  his  father 
dreamed,  he  considered  part  of  his  heritage  and  he 
plunged  into  their  completion  with  hearty  enthu¬ 
siasm.  The  beautiful  parks  and  playgrounds  which 
mean  so  much  to  both  adults  and  children  of  this 
city  resulted  largely  from  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Kaul 
and  of  his  wife  and  mother.  He  enjoyed  beautifying 
his  community  as  he  did  his  own  home  and  the 
artistic  lighting  fixtures  which  ornament  the  central 
park  were  a  gift  from  him.  Whenever  any  project 
was  under  discussion  for  improving  the  city  in  any 
way,  he  could  be  depended  upon  to  stand  among  the 
leaders  and  to  give  it  substantial  aid,  while  the  fact 
that  his  support  was  given  to  any  movement  was 
enough  to  insure  its  success.  Mr.  Kaul  served  on 
many  committees  during  the  war-time  drives,  and, 
under  his  leadership  as  chairman,  the  United  War 
Work  drives  went  over  the  top  in  a  manner  to  show 
beyond  doubt  the  patriotism  and  unselfishness  of  St. 
Marys’  citizens.  His  active  support  put  the  Com¬ 
munity  Center  and  the  playground  work  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  and  substantial  position,  and  he  later  helped 
to  organize  the  Country  Club.  His  sisters  desired 
to  provide  a  fitting  memorial  to  their  father  and  he 
assisted  them  greatly  in  the  development  of  the  An¬ 
drew  Kaul  Memorial  Hospital,  acting  as  president 
of  its  board  until  his  death. 

Few  indeed  were  the  business  enterprises  of  this 
section  which  did  not  benefit  from  his  active  co¬ 
operation  or  sympathetic  interest.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  a  director  of  the  St.  Marys  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  St. 
Marys  Trust  Company,  general  manager  and  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  St.  Marys  Gas  Company,  secretary  of  the 
Hall,  Kaul  and  Hyde  Company,  president  and  a 
director  of  the  St.  Marys  Water  Company,  a  director 
of  the  St.  Marys  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  the  Port¬ 
land  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  and  the  Kaul-Hall  Oil 
and  Gas  Company;  general  manager  and  a  director 
of  the  Kaul  and  Hall  Lumber  Company,  treasurer 
and  a  director  of  the  Speer  Carbon  Company,  pres¬ 
ident  and  director  of  the  Kaul  Land  and  Lumber 
Company  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  and  a  director 
of  the  Kaul  Lumber  Company  of  that  city. 

In  1906,  Mr.  Kaul  consented  to  accepted  the 
nomination  for  a  place  on  the  town  council,  and  was 
twice  reelected,  resigning  after  ten  years  of  service 
because  of  a  change  of  residence.  His  health  had 
broken  under  the  strain  of  the  heavy  responsibilities 
he  was  carrying,  and  he  therefore  removed  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  hoping  that  the  care  of  specialists  might 
restore  him  to  strength.  During  his  term  of  office 
on  the  council  his  services  were  of  the  greatest  prac¬ 
tical  value,  both  because  of  his  engineering  training 
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devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the 
city.  When  be  fpok^  office  he  found  that  the  boundary 
lirHs  of  btottv  pfojArtie*:*  and  streets  on  the  town’s 
ma*p  wzr«  Id  .di$pp,tc-’  With  characteristic  directness, 
he  took  the  initiative  in  resurveying  the  town  and 
laying  out  the  map.  His  work  was  approved  by  the 
court  of  Elk  County.  Mr.  Kaul  also  led  the  project  to 
obtain  a  complete  and  modern  system  of  sewers  and 
streets,  and  this  system,  when  completed,  was  a 
source  of  general  civic  pride.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  also  acting  as  chairman  of  the  indus¬ 
trial  committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
in  that  capacity  had  completed  extensive  plans  for 
improved  road  building  and  for  inducing  still  other 
industries  to  locate  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city. 

On  June  22,  1904,  Frank  A.  Kaul  married  Jane 
Mallison,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Mallison 
(q.  v.)  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  esteemed  families  of  St.  Marys.  They  became 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Andrew,  III,  named  for  his 
paternal  grandfather.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Hill 
School  at  Pottstown  and  of  Yale  University. 

Mr.  Kaul  died  in  1924  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 
His  death,  in  itself  a  severe  loss  to  the  community 
which  owed  him  so  much,  was  rendered  doubly 
poignant  by  the  fact  that  he  was  taken  when  so 
much  of  life  seemed  still  to  be  before  him.  He  was 
conspicuous  in  his  generation  for  all  those  qualities 
which  mark  the  greatest  leaders  and  the  value  of  his 
life  and  work  can  never  be  lost. 


JACOB  MALLISON — In  a  long  life  which 
spanned  almost  eighty-five  full  years,  Jacob  Mallison 
faithfully  served  in  those  stations  and  positions  to 
which  he  was  called.  A  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
honored  for  gallantry  and  bravery  on  the  field  of 
battle,  he  was  no  less  brave  in  the  pursuits  of  peace 
and  won  equally  high  commendation.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respected  citizens  of  St.  Marys,  Elk  County,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  many  years. 

Jacob  Mallison  was  born  in  Halifax,  England,  on 
January  31,  1841,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Ruth  (Sutlef) 
Mallison.  In  1849,  when  he  was  eight  years  of  age, 
he  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  the  other 
children  of  the  family,  settling  in  Philadelphia  where 
the  permanent  home  of  the  family  was  established. 
Eight  years  later  Jacob  Mallison,  a  brother  and 
their  uncle,  John  Wadsworth,  took  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  had 
purchased  a  large  timber  tract.  This  tract  was  sit¬ 
uated  on  the  Montmorenci  settlement  near  Ridgway, 
and  at  the  time  Jacob  Mallison  was  just  sixteen 
years  old.  For  the  next  four  years  he  assisted  in 
lumbering  operations  and  in  clearing  farm  land.  With 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  however,  he  volun¬ 
teered  in  his  country’s  cause,  enlisting  with  his 
brother  Joseph  in  Company  K,  mth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  These  troops  went  into  training  at  Erie, 
and  early  in  1862  Mr.  Mallison  was  ordered  with  his 
regiment  to  Baltimore.  In  May  of  that  year  the 
regiment  took  its  position  at  Harper’s  Ferry  for 
service  on  the  Potomac  and  in  the  Shenandoah  \  al¬ 
ley,  where  it  was  given  its  first  taste  of  real  war¬ 
fare.  Mr.  Mallison  participated  in  engagements  at 
Charleston,  Virginia,  Cedar  Mountain,  Rappahan¬ 
nock,  second  Bull  Run  and  in  the  fierce  two-day 
battle  at  Antietam.  He  was  with  Sheridan  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  at  Winchester  during  1862  and 
the  following  spring  at  Chancellorsville.  On  July  1, 
2,  and  3,  1863,  he  fought  in  the  greatest  battle  of  the 
war,  at  Gettysburg.  For  bravery  in  carrying  powder 
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under  heavy  fire  to  his  Ttelfow-soldiers  he  was  cited 
for 
of 

Lincoln  personally  comme*n<fed  him  and  handed  him 
his  commission  as  sergeant.  When  his  first  term  of 
enlistment  expired,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  army  on  December  27,  1863,  and  on  the  same  day 
reenlisted  as  a  veteran  volunteer  for  the  remainder 
of  the  war.  In  this  second  period  of  service  Sergeant 
Mallison  also  participated  in  many  bloody  engage¬ 
ments.  He  was  with  Sherman’s  famous  army,  when 
it  marched  through  Georgia  from  Atlanta  to  the 
sea,  and  was  one  of  the  advance  officers,  when  Savan¬ 
nah  surrendered  to  Sherman  on  December  23,  1864. 
Later  with  Sherman  he  was  in  the  engagements  at 
Bentonville  and  Raleigh,  while  the  army  was  on  its 
way  North  to  join  Grant’s  forces  in  the  closing  days 
of  the  struggle.  He  was  present,  when  Johnson,  the 
last  Confederate  leader  in  the  field,  surrendered,  and 
participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington 
when  the  armies  passed  before  the  President  and  his 
staff  on  May  26,  1865,  prior  to  disbanding.  After 
almost  four  years  of  service  to  his  country,  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  final  honorable  discharge  on  July  1,  1865, 
and  at  once  returned  to  Ridgway  alone,  his  brother 
going  to  his  Philadelphia  home. 

Taking  up  again  the  pursuits  of  peace  he  was  soon 
busy  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  meeting  every 
contingency  with  the  same  calm  courage  which  so 
conspicuously  had  marked  his  military  service.  Mr. 
Mallison’s  activities  centered  in  Elk  County  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  For  many  years  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  St.  Marys  Coal  Company,  serving 
as  outside  superintendent  of  lands,  buildings  and 
mining  supplies.  He  held  this  position  until  the  com¬ 
pany  closed  its  business  and  then  accepted  a  position 
with  the  Shawmut  Company,  which  he  held  until  the 
time  of  his  retirement  in  his  eightieth  year.  Mr. 
Mallison  was  one  of  the  most  trusted  and  highly 
regarded  members  of  the  organization,  performing 
his  duties  with  efficiency  and  fidelity  throughout  the 
years.  In  addition  he  was  active  in  many  phases  of 
community  life,  lending  his  hearty  support  to  every 
cause  in  the  public  interest  and  to  all  those  enter¬ 
prises  whether  civic  or  benevolent  with  whose  aims 
he  was  in  sympathy.  Of  a  deeply  religious  nature, 
he  became  a  convert  to  the  Catholic  faith  early  in 
life,  and  was  one  of  the  most  devoted  members  of 
the  St.  Marys  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His  attend¬ 
ance  at  services  and  his  religious  devotions  con¬ 
stituted  a  large  part  of  his  life.  Mr.  Mallison  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
parish  here  and  over  a  long  period  of  years  he  was 
a  trustee  of  the  parish. 

Mr.  Mallison  retained  his  interest  in  veterans’ 
affairs  until  the  last  and  was  always  ready  to  work 
for  their  welfare.  He  found  great  pleasure  in  meet¬ 
ing  his  old  comrades  on  Memorial  Day  and  in  recall¬ 
ing  experiences  of  the  war  days  with  them.  Essen¬ 
tially  he  was  a  modest  and  retiring  man,  and  al¬ 
though  fond  of  the  society  of  congenial  acquaint¬ 
ances,  he  loved  best  to  spend  his  time  at  home  with 
his  family  or  in  quietly  reading  some  chosen  volume. 
He  was  devoted  to  his  family  and  friends,  a  generous 
provider  and  a  loving  husband  and  father.  The 
festival  days  and  annual  events  in  which  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  came  together  were  especially 
dear  to  him. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  Civil  War,  Mr. 
Mallison  married  (first)  Anne  Mary  Siecher  of  St. 
Marys.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 


1.  Joseph  H.  2.  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  F.  A.  Yost  of 


parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Jacob  L.  2. 
Rose.  3.  Elizabeth.  4.  Ruth,  now  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Sweeney.  5.  Agnes,  deceased.  6.  Jane,  now  Mrs. 
F.  A.  Kaul,  widow  of  Frank  A.  Kaul  (q.  v.).  7. 
Anne. 

Mr.  Mallison  died  on  July  25,  1925,  after  a  year 
of  failing  health.  His  death  was  a  source  of  wide¬ 
spread  sorrow  in  the  community  where  he  had  been 
an  honored  and  respected  citizen  for  so  many  years. 
Buried  with  full  military  honors,  “the  American  flag 
for  which  he  fought  was  carried  at  the  head  of  the 
procession  by  the  side  of  the  cross  by  which  he  lived 
and  died,”  as  hundreds  gathered  to  pay  him  a  last 
tribute  of  respect.  Many  business  houses  of  the  city 
were  closed  during  the  hour  of  the  funeral,  and 
flags  everywhere  were  flown  at  half-mast.  To  quote 
a  local  paper: 

Mr.  Mallison  was  a  most  exemplary  citizen,  a  brave 
and  earnest  soldier  in  service  and  a  loyal  patriot  in 
peace.  The  spirit  of  sacrifice  developed  in  army  service 
dominated  his  unselfishness  and  ideals  of  duty  in  his 
civic  and  personal  acts.  In  the  various  positions  which 
he  filled,  efficiency  and  loyalty  were  given  in  a  large 
measure.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  ideals,  high  principle 
and  honorable  acts.  He  detested  compromise  and 
show,  a  man  who  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
whose  life  was  an  open  book  and  whose  resolutions 
were  carried  into  action. 


JAMES  WESLEY  KING— As  lawyer,  judge 
and  public  servant,  James  Wesley  King  has  figured 
prominently  in  the  affairs  of  Kittanning  and  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  Pennsylvania  may,  indeed,  be  proud 
to  possess  such  a  civic  leader  among  its  professional 
men;  one  who  is  at  once  a  member  of  an  old  Penn¬ 
sylvania  family  and  steeped  in  the  traditions  of  the 
State,  and  progressively  independent  in  his  ideas 
and  beliefs. 

Mr.  King  was  born  on  September  29,  1859,  m 
Burrell  Township,  Armstrong  County,  the  tenth 
child  of  George  and  Mary  Ann  (Fiscus)  King  and 
a  member  of  one  of  America’s  honored  families. 
Many  of  the  Kings  of  this  State,  notably  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  are  of  German  origin,  the  name  hav¬ 
ing  been  Konig  in  ancient  records.  In  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  archieves  it  appears  as  Koenig.  The  pro¬ 
genitor  of  the  Armstrong  County  Kings,  Mathias 
King,  came  in  1751  from  Germany  to  America  with 
his  two  brothers  in  the  ship  “Janet,”  received  a  grant 
of  land  from  the  Penns,  and  settled  in  Northampton 
County.  He  was  a  corporal  in  Captain  George 
Nolf’s  company  during  the  Revolution.  He  died 
in  1807.  He  married  Eve  Christina  Hartzell.  One 
of  their  children,  George  Adam  King,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  11,  1765,  in  Nazareth  Township,  Pennsylvania, 
died  April  2,  1843,  was  one  of  the  twelve  men,  who, 
with  their  wives,  organized  St.  Michael’s  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  at  Burrell  Township  in  1806;  he 
married  (first)  Maria  Catherine  George,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1768,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Susan  George, 
of  Nazareth,  and  she  died  about  1830.  Their  son, 
John  King,  born  March  27,  1790,  died  in  1848,  was 
a  farmer  and  a  real  estate  owner  in  Kittanning 
Township  and  a  man  of  influence,  of  fine  literary 
taste  and  scholarship,  who  at  his  death  owned  a 
library  of  more  than  200  volumes,  a  large  collection 
for  that  period;  he  married  Susannah  Heilman, 
born  August  8,  1788,  daughter  of  Peter  Heilman; 
he  died  July  18,  1851. 
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Their  son,  George,  was  the  father  of  J^mes  Wes¬ 
ley  King.  He  was  born  December  23,  1812,  arid  died’ 
July  11,  1898,  and  taught  school  in  Kittanning  &hd. 
Burrell  townships,  in  Armstrong  County.  He  could 
converse  in  German,  Pennsylvania  Dutch  and  Eng¬ 
lish.  He  was  a  devout  churchman  and  held  many 
township  offices.  He  married,  April  13,  1837,  Mary 
Ann  Fiscus,  born  March  16,  1820,  died  January  19, 
1897,  daughter  of  William  Fiscus.  The  children 
were:  1.  Caroline  Amelia,  born  March  25,  1838, 
married  John  Robb.  2.  Lucetta  Amanda,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  26,  1840,  married  (first)  Henry  Rupert,  and 
(second)  Samuel  Woodward.  3.  Susannah  Nancy, 
born  February  14,  1843,  married  (first)  Joseph  M. 

Richard,  and  (second)  -  McMunn.  4.  David 

Luther,  born  October  19,  1845,  married  Mary  Ann 
Irwin.  5.  John  Bunyan,  born  March  26,  1848,  mar¬ 
ried  Amanda  J.  Ashbaugh.  6.  George  Adam,  born 
August  15,  1850,  died  in  1851.  7.  A  daughter,  born 
September  9,  1852,  died  the  same  day.  8.  Aaron 
Calvin,  born  April  22,  1854,  married  Angeline  Alt¬ 
man.  9.  Mary  Ann,  born  April  12,  1857,  married 
George  J.  Heilman.  10.  James  Wesley,  of  further 
mention.  11.  A  son,  born  May  27,  1863,  died  the 
same  day. 

Of  these,  James  Wesley  King  attended  the  public 
schools  and  Leechburg  Normal  Institute,  after  which 
he  took  up  teaching  in  schools  of  Armstrong  County 
until  he  had  sufficient  money  with  which  to  enter 
Thiel  College  at  Greenville,  Mercer  County.  Tak¬ 
ing  up  the  study  of  law  in  1883  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  E.  S.  Golden,  of  Kittanning,  regarded  as 
among  the  best  all-round  lawyers  in  this  region  of 
Pennsylvania  in  his  day,  Mr.  King  progressed  rapidly 
with  his  studies,  and  in  1886  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Beginning  his  practice  of  the  law  in  Kittanning,  he 
so  continued  for  many  years  of  uninterrupted  rise 
in  his  profession,  until,  in  1913,  he  was  honored  by 
election  to  the  office  of  president  judge  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  to  succeed  J.  H.  Painter.  His  term, 
beginning  in  January,  1914,  was  of  ten  years’  dura¬ 
tion. 

In  the  World  War  period,  Judge  King  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  legal  advisory  board,  and  he  was  an 
effective  “four-minute”  speaker.  The  government, 
in  recognition  of  his  services,  awarded  him  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  appreciation.  Among  his  other  interests, 
Judge  King  is  president  of  the  Armstrong  County 
Historical  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers.  He  had  much  to  do,  at  one  time,  too, 
with  the  expansion  of  the  work  of  that  body  and 
the  bringing  of  it  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency 
and  usefulness.  In  all  his  work,  Mr.  King  has 
served  Kittanning  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  dis¬ 
tinctively  and  well,  with  results  that  have  been  satis¬ 
factory  to  both  the  community  and  himself.  In  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  Kittanning,  he  is  an  active 
member  and  an  elder. 

Judge  James  Wesley  King  married,  on  May  25, 
1887,  Ida  Lillian  Cooper,  born  in  Bethlehem,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Roll)  Cooper, 
and  granddaughter  of  Naboth  Cooper,  of  Chester 
County,  who  was  a  half-brother  of  James  Fenimore 
Cooper,  the  author.  The  Cooper  family  came  from 
Stratford-on-Avon,  the  home  of  Shakespeare,  to 
Philadelphia,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  King  were:  1.  James 
Perry,  born  March  8,  1889.  2.  Fenimore  Cooper, 

born  April  24,  1891. 


JUSTIN  SCOTT  BYERS— As  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  tffe*  schools  of  Homer  City,  Pennsylvania, 
Justlp.  Sc^oU;  Byetfs  Las  tior  many  years  held  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  importance  dnu  esteem  among  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  has  rendered  outstanding  service  to  his 
community  and  to  his  native  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Byers  was  born  in  Independence,  Washington 
County,  August  15,  1892,  son  of  Samuel  L.  and 
Rachael  (Scott)  Byers,  both  Pennsylvanians  by 
birth.  The  father,  born  in  Claysville,  in  1864,  was 
for  many  years  a  merchant  in  Homer  City;  he  died 
in  January,  1929.  The  mother,  born  in  1859  in 
Washington  County,  died  in  May,  1929.  In  the 
schools  of  Homer  City,  Justin  Scott  Byers,  of 
whom  this  is  chiefly  a  record,  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation;  and,  graduated  from  high  school  here  in 
1909,  he  matriculated  at  Grove  City  College,  Grove 
City,  Mercer  County,  where  in  1916  he  took  his 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree,  going  from  there  to  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh.  Becoming  engaged  in 
school  work  in  Green  Township,  Indiana  County, 
he  so  continued  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
he  came  to  the  Homer  City  schools  as  principal,  the 
position  that  he  has  held  since  then.  As  supervis¬ 
ing  principal,  his  labors  have  been  productive  of 
very  beneficial  results,  and  the  position  that  is  his  in 
the  community  is  one  of  leadership  and  esteem. 

In  his  political  alignment,  he  has  been  a  consistent 
Republican  and  a  supporter  of  his  party’s  best  poli¬ 
cies  and  principles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lions 
Club;  and  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  is  an  enthusiastic  member,  he  is  on  the 
board  of  trustees.  All  his  affiliations  have  been 
important  to  his  community;  for  the  people  of 
Homer  City  and  the  different  local  organizations 
have  materially  gained  from  his  participation  in  their 
affairs  and  in  the  work  of  some  of  their  outstanding 
institutions.  Busy  as  he  is  kept  by  his  school  work, 
Mr.  Byers  finds  time  for  outdoor  recreational  pur¬ 
suits,  which  he  greatly  enjoys;  and  especially  does 
he  find  relaxation  in  the  game  of  tennis. 

Justin  Scott  Byers  married,  in  1916,  Ethel  Dick, 
of  Homer  City,  daughter  of  E.  W.  and  Gertrude 
(McFeaters)  Dick.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  two  children:  1.  Elizabeth,  born  March  19, 
1917.  2.  Isabel,  born  January  27,  1921. 


PETER  GRAFF,  3d — In  the  community  of 
Worthington,  Armstrong  County,  his  native  place, 
Peter  Graff,  3d,  is  active  in  a  number  of  different 
branches  of  business  life,  including  the  milling  busi¬ 
ness,  the  manufacture  of  woolen  blankets,  banking, 
and  other  enterprises  of  varied  types.  His  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  people  of  Worthington  and  of  this  region 
of  his  State  has  been  a  most  useful  one;  and  he  is 
a  business  and  civic  leader  of  rare  abilities. 

Mr.  Graff  was  born  on  September  15,  1886,  in 
Worthington,  son  of  John  Francis  and  Carrie  Louise 
(Brown)  Graff.  The  father,  born  in  Worthington 
on  August  12,  1857,  was  a  blanket  manufacturer 
here,  and  also  had  extensive  farming  interests.  Promi¬ 
nent  in  public  life,  he  served  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  for  two  terms,  and  was  serving  his  second 
term  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate  at  the  time  of 
his  passing.  The  mother,  born  in  1859  in  Newberry, 
South  Carolina,  died  on  May  30,  1902.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Peter  Graff,  started  the  present  Peter 
Graff  and  Company,  manufacturers  of  woolen 
blankets,  in  1865,  since  which  time  the  business  has 
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continued  under  different  managements  representing 
the  passage  of  the  generations:;  ,  i  •  • 

In  the  public  schools  of  Worthington;  Graff, 

3d,  received  his  early  education,  later  attending 
Mercersburg  Academy,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1905.  From  Princeton  University,  in  1909,  he 
took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Then,  organiz¬ 
ing  the  Peter  Graff  Milling  Company,  in  Worthing¬ 
ton,  he  became  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  business, 
handling  also  builders’  supplies  in  connection  with 
this  enterprise.  Of  this  company  he  is  still  the  owner 
and  operator.  Following  his  father’s  death,  in  June, 
1918,  Mr.  Graff  and  his  brother,  Edmund  D.  (q.  v.), 
along  with  other  brothers,  purchased  the  woolen 
blanket  manufacturing  business  of  Peter  Graff  and 
Company,  then  a  partnership,  which  they  incor¬ 
porated  and  have  since  conducted  under  the  same 
name.  Of  this  company,  Peter  Graff,  3d,  is  the 
president;  Edmund  D.  Graff,  vice-president  and  su¬ 
perintendent.  The  house  employs  seventy-five  per¬ 
sons. 

Along  with  his  work  in  connection  with  these 
organizations,  Mr.  Graff  is  a  partner  in  the  Buffalo 
Supply  Company,  of  Worthington,  and  in  the  Craigs- 
ville  Supply  Company,  of  Craigsville.  He  is  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Armstrong  County  Trust  Company, 
of  Kittanning;  a  director  of  the  Farmers’  National 
Bank,  of  Kittanning;  and  treasurer  of  the  Graff 
Kittanning  Clay  Products  Company,  of  Worthing¬ 
ton,  of  which  another  brother,  Richard  Morris  Graff 
(q.  v.),  is  the  president. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Graff  is  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican  and  a  supporter  of  his  party’s  policies.  In 
1928  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  of 
his  party;  and  his  position  is  one  of  high  standing 
in  local  party  councils.  A  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  he  is  affiliated  with  Kittanning 
Lodge  No.  244;  Orient  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  Kittanning  Council,  No.  52,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  at  New  Castle,  and  holds  the  thirty-third  de¬ 
gree,  an  honor  conferred  upon  few  Masons.  In  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Mr.  Graff  is  a 
member  of  Lodge,  No.  836,  of  Craigsville.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Kittanning  Country  Club  and  to  Worth¬ 
ington  Council,  Order  of  Independent  Americans. 
His  church  is  the  Lutheran;  and  he  is  treasurer  and 
an  elder  of  his  parish,  as  well  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school.  He  serves  as  president,  too,  of 
the  Armstrong  County  Sunday  School  Association; 
and  in  this  capacity,  has  done  much  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Sunday  school  work  in  this  region  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  All  his  undertakings,  from  the  outset  of 
his  career,  have  been  rewarded  with  success;  and 
his  achievements  have  justly  placed  him  as  a  leader 
among  men  in  the  Worthington  community  and  in 
the  wider  reaches  of  Armstrong  County. 

Peter  Graff,  3d,  married,  in  June,  1911,  Georgia 
I.  Brown,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  George  R. 
Brown  and  Isabel  (Patterson)  Brown.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  two  children:  1.  John  Francis 
3d,  born  December  26,  1912,  who  is  attending  Gettys¬ 
burg  Academy,  at  Gettysburg.  2.  Isabel  Patterson, 
born  November  28,  1914,  now  attending  Baldwin 
School,  at  Bryn  Mawr. 


SAMIJEL  SICKENBERGER — In  the  business 
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life  oj  JJ-omer  City  and  its  environs,  one  of  those 
y?h(\  hav.e  for  many  years  figured  prominently  is 
Samuel  Sickenberger,  who,  as  a  pharmacist,  has 
richly  contributed  to  the  well-being  of  his  community 
and  its  people,  and  has  come  to  be  widely  known. 
He  has  proven  himself  careful  and  well  fitted  for 
the  work  that  he  is  doing;  and  the  Homer  City 
Pharmacy,  which  he  operates,  is  one  of  the  up-to- 
date  and  progressive  stores  of  its  kind  in  this  region 
of  the  county  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Sickenberger  was  born  at  Marion  Center, 
Indiana  County,  on  August  29,  1880,  son  of  Job  N. 
and  Ida  (Wolf)  Sickenberger.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  1855,  in  Cherry  Hill  Township,  Indiana 
County,  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade  until  his  death 
in  1927.  The  mother  was  born  in  Marion  Center, 
Indiana  County,  in  1862,  and  is  still  living. 

One  of  their  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing,  Samuel  Sickenberger,  of  this  review,  early  at¬ 
tended  the  schools  of  Indiana  and  Homer  City,  and 
was  graduated  from  high  school  in  Homer  City. 
Then,  for  two  years,  he  taught  school,  and  after¬ 
ward  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  drug  business. 
For  six  years  he  worked  as  a  druggist  in  Pittsburgh, 
associated  with  the  May  Drug  Company  in  that  city; 
and  then,  in  1917,  returning  to  Homer  City,  he  began 
the  operation  of  a  retail  drug  store  under  the  name 
of  the  Homer  City  Pharmacy.  As  a  retail  druggist, 
he  is  widely  known;  and  his  services  have  been  dis¬ 
tinctly  worth  while. 

He  has  not,  however,  confined  his  business  energies 
to  his  pharmacy  alone,  but  has  extended  his  efforts 
into  other  fields.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Homer  City 
National  Bank,  which  finds  itself  benefited  by  his 
wise  counsel.  In  public  life  he  has  long  been  a 
leader;  and  since  1921,  has  been  serving  continuously 
and  effectively  as  borough  treasurer,  an  office  for 
the  handling  of  whose  duties  he  is  excellently 
equipped  by  sound  judgment  and  business  ability. 
A  Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  has  done 
much  to  hold  high  the  standards  and  the  principles 
of  his  party  in  the  vicinity  of  Homer  City. 

To  fraternal  life,  too,  he  has  given  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  attention,  chiefly  through  his  affiliation 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and, 
indeed,  in  all  branches  of  social  and  civic  life,  few 
men  show  more  consistent  interest  than  does  he.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club;  and  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  he  is  an  enthusiastic  worker,  he  is 
one  of  the  trustees.  In  all  his  work  and  all  the 
varied  activities  of  his  career,  he  has  given  freely 
of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  of  Homer  City  life. 

Samuel  Sickenberger  married,  in  1904,  Edith  A. 
Fleming,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  J. 
A.  and  Mary  (Miller)  Fleming.  By  this  marriage 
there  have  been  two  children:  1.  Ida  Elizabeth, 
born  in  April,  1909.  2.  Samuel,  Jr.,  born  June  22, 

I9I5-  _ 

SAMUEL  JAMISON  McMAINS,  D.  D.  S.— For 

more  than  forty  years,  Dr.  McMains  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  at 
Leechburg,  Armstrong  County.  During  this  long 
time  of  practicing  his  profession  he  has  built  up  a 
large  practice  and  has  become  known  as  one  of  the 
most  able  dental  surgeons  in  this  part  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  demands  constantly 
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made  upon  him  by  his  practice,  Dr.  McMains  has 
found  time  and  strength  to  devote  himself  to  many 
other  interests.  Indeed,  few  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
if  any,  have  been  or  are  more  active  in  more  direc¬ 
tions  or  have  made  more  contributions  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  Dr.  McMains  has  long  been  a 
recognized  leader  of  the  Republican  party  in  Leech- 
burg.  At  different  times  he  has  held  important  local 
public  offices,  which  he  has  invariably  filled  with 
characteristic  ability,  integrity  and  conscientiousness. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  civic  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  a  number  of  which  owe  their  existence  and 
their  growth  to  him.  Business  affairs,  religious  work, 
music  and  many  other  phases  of  the  community’s 
life  also  have  challenged  his  interest  and  have  been 
benefited  by  his  participation.  Quite  naturally  he 
ranks  as  one  of  the  most  representative,  most  sub¬ 
stantial  and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  Leech- 
burg  and  of  Armstrong  County. 

The  McMains  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  western  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  McMains’  great- 
great-grandfather  came  to  this  part  of  Pennsylvania 
from  Kentucky,  settling  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Baldwin  Township  in  Allegheny  County  at  the  pe¬ 
riod,  when  that  section  was  still  a  wilderness  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Indians.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
Either  he  or  his  son,  John  McMains,  received  a 
grant  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  near  White  Hall,  Allegheny  County.  However, 
this  grant  was  later  lost  to  them  through  a  fraudulent 
transaction.  An  attorney  once  offered  to  reclaim  the 
land  for  the  heirs  of  the  original  grantees,  but  by 
that  time  the  land  had  passed  into  innocent  hands 
and  William  McMains,  son  of  John  McMains,  re¬ 
fused  to  consent  to  the  proceeding,  not  wishing  in¬ 
nocent  people  to  suffer.  John  McMains,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Dr.  McMains,  was  a  resident  of 
Allegheny  County  and  a  ranger  in  the  early  days, 
fighting  Indians  at  numerous  occasions. 

William  McMains,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Mains,  was  the  oldest  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Kinkaid)  McMains  and  was  a  carpenter  and 
builder.  He  was  particularly  skilled  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  grain  cradles.  About  1843  he  moved 
with  his  family  to  the  Monongahela  River,  along  or 
near  which  river  he  continued  to  live  from  then  on 
until  1863  at  several  locations  between  Glassport 
and  Peter’s  Creek.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years  near  Elizabeth,  Armstrong  County.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Ann  Moore,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Wallace)  Moore.  His  wife’s  father  came  to 
this  country  from  Ireland  at  the  age  of  four  years 
and  lived  on  a  farm  in  Baldwin  Township,  Alle¬ 
gheny  County. 

Jesse  Moore  McMains,  the  father  of  Dr.  McMains, 
was  born  near  White  Hall,  Baldwin  Township,  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  June  12,  1839,  a  son  of  William  and 
Mary  Ann  (Moore)  McMains.  As  a  small  boy  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  the  Monongahela  River. 
He  remained  at  home  until  1863.  He  was  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade  during  the  earlier  part  of  his  life, 
following  his  trade  during  the  summer  months  and 
engaging  in  the  mining  of  coal  during  the  winter. 
On  May  11,  1863,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Thomas 
Fergus  at  Elizabeth,  Armstrong  County,  as  a  sales¬ 
man.  He  continued  with  Mr.  Fergus  for  eleven 
years,  during  which  time  he  also  kept  his  employer’s 
books.  As  a  young  man  he  had  attended  Duff’s 
Business  College  at  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1862.  During  many  years  he  gave 
instruction  in  penmanship,  becoming  known  as  one  of 


the  best  teachers  in  that  part  in  the  district  in  which 
he  made  his  home.  He  continued  his  connections 
with  the  mercantile  business  until  his  retirement  in 
1910.  Jesse  Moore  McMains  always  was  an  active 
man  and  had  numerous  interests.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  was  a  well-known  singer  and  both 
father  and  son  were  popular  choir  singers  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years.  On 
February  8,  1871,  Mr.  McMains  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  ruling  elder  of  the  Bethesda  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Congregation  and  he  was  ordained  to  that 
office  on  May  22,  1871,  continuing  to  serve  in  it 
with  great  effectiveness  for  many  years. 

Jesse  Moore  McMains  married  on  July  4,  1865, 
Joanna  Reid,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  by 
Rev.  Samuel  Jamison,  after  whom  the  subject  of 
this  article  was  named  later  by  his  parents.  Joanna 
(Reid)  McMains  was  born  at  Fayette  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  November  16,  1841,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
H.  and  Elizabeth  (Patterson)  Reid.  She  died  on 
January  16,  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Moore  Mc¬ 
Mains  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Samuel 
Jamison,  of  whom  further.  2.  Eleanora  Patterson, 
born  December  15,  1868,  who  married  L.  B.  Worley, 
of  Pittsburgh.  3.  William,  born  September  19,  1870, 
who  died  September  23,  1886.  4.  Jesse  Moore,  Jr., 

born  November  14,  1875,  a  minister  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  5.  Van  McKinsery,  born 
January  6,  1885.  Thomas  H.  Reid,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Jesse  Moore  McMains,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of 
Southampton  County,  Virginia,  where  he  was  born 
on  February  22,  1795.  He  died  January  1,  1861. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Patterson)  Reid,  was  born 
April  27,  1800,  and  died  February  4,  1894.  Thomas 
H.  and  Elizabeth  (Patterson)  Reid  were  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Joanna,  who  married  Jesse 
Moore  McMains  and  became  the  mother  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  article.  2.  Sara  Elizabeth  Reid,  who 
was  born  March  2,  1845,  and  who  died  May  15, 
1855.  Jesse  Moore  McMains  died  in  1925. 

Samuel  Jamison  McMains  was  born  at  Elizabeth, 
Allegheny  County,  March  29,  1867,  a  son  of  the  late 
Jesse  Moore  and  Joanna  (Reid)  McMains.  Having 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  Dr.  McMains  then  attended  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Elizabeth  Academy.  After  that 
he  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  for  the  next  two  years 
was  engaged  in  selling  dry  goods  in  that  city.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  he  took  up  the  study  of  dentis¬ 
try,  first  with  a  well-known  dentist  of  Pittsburgh 
and  later  at  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental 
Surgery  in  Philadelphia,  now  the  Dental  School  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Dental  Surgery  in  1891  and  on  April  8,  1891,  he 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  at 
Leechburg,  where  he  has  continued  to  follow  his 
profession  since  then  with  marked  success.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Dr.  McMains  has  been  always  a  staunch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party.  Twice  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  Republican  national  conven¬ 
tions,  in  1916  and  1924.  At  the  national  convention 
in  1920  he  served  as  an  assistant  sergeant-at-arms. 
For  about  twenty  years  he  has  been  chairman  of 
the  Republican  Town  Committee  of  Leechburg.  He 
has  also  held  several  local  offices,  having  served  as 
secretary  of  the  Town  Council  and  as  president  of 
the  school  board.  Since  July,  1931,  he  has  been 
postmaster  of  Leechburg.  He  was  the  promoter  of 
the  Acme  Natural  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  is 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Dr.  McMains  is  general 
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manager,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  L  and  N. 
Transportation  Company,  which  operates  busses  be¬ 
tween  Leechburg  and  New  Kensington  and  through 
Leechburg  and  Kittanning.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizing  directors  of  the  National  Bus  Associa¬ 
tion  and  reorganized  the  Pennsylvania  Bus  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  which  latter  he  served  as  president  for 
three  years  and  of  which  he  is  still  a  director.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  American  Automobile 
Association,  having  held  this  office  for  three  years. 
He  was  the  organizer  and  the  first  president  of  the 
Leechburg  Rotary  Club,  serving  as  its  head  for 
three  years  and  continuing  to  be  active  in  this  or¬ 
ganization.  The  Kiskiminetas  and  Conemaugh 
River  Association,  too,  owes  its  existence  to  him, 
and  he  has  served  as  its  secretary  since  its  organiza¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  director  of  the  National  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Congress.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  work 
of  which  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  Dr. 
McMains  is  president  of  the  Men’s  Male  Chorus  of 
Leechburg,  consisting  of  thirty-six  voices  and  being 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  most  successful  musical 
organizations  of  its  type  in  Armstrong  County. 

Dr.  McMains  married,  in  1893,  Margaret  Moor¬ 
head,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  John 
Calvin  and  Matilda  (Lintler)  Moorhead.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Mains  is  a  member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family  of 
Scotch  origin,  founded  in  this  country  by  Alexander 
Moorhead  in  1764.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McMains  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Charles  V.,  now  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent  of  the  foil  department  of  the 
United  States  Aluminum  Company  at  New  Kensing¬ 
ton.  2.  Eleanor,  now  Mrs.  Louis  R.  Norris,  of 
Parnassus,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Norris  is  associated 
with  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company  as  fore¬ 
man.  _ 

FRANK  LOUIS  ORTH— Principal  of  the  Sen¬ 
ior  High  School,  New  Castle,  and  engaged  in  his 
profession  as  an  educator  for  many  years,  Frank 
Louis  Orth  was  born  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 
August  5,  1876.  Pie  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Lucy 
Orth,  his  father  having  engaged  in  agriculture  for 
a  lengthy  period.  Jacob  Orth  is  remembered  as 
former  treasurer  of  Vigo  County,  Indiana.  Frank 
Louis  Orth  received  his  academic  preparation  in  the 
public  schools,  matriculated  in  Indiana  University, 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  that 
instutition,  and  subsequently,  while  serving  as  edu¬ 
cator  in  public  schools,  took  four  summers’  work  at 
Harvard  and  the  University  of  Michigan,  toward  a 
Master’s  degree.  As  principal  of  the  Senior  High 
School  of  New  Castle  he  fills  a  responsible  position 
well,  and  has  conducted  the  school  progressively 
since  he  assumed  charge.  Outside  the  field  of  his 
profession  he  is  widely  interested  in  general  affairs. 
A  Republican,  he  supports  the  principles  of  the 
party  steadfastly,  and  is  well  known  for  his  public 
spirit  in  movements  designed  for  the  welfare  of 
New  Castle.  He  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  in 
Masonry,  as  member  of  the  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  belongs  to  the  Temple 
at  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Castle 
Rotary  Club,  and  a  communicant  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Mr.  Orth  married,  in  Pittsburgh,  June  30,  1924, 
Elsie  Weike,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Eunice  Weike. 
They  make  their  residence  at  No.  301  Euclid  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  Castle. 


JAMES  THOMPSON — Wherever  in  the  East 
rail  and  water  freight  was  being  handled  on  a  large 
scale,  there  the  name  of  James  Thompson,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  was  well  known  and  the  bearer  of  it 
recognized  as  an  authority  on  and  a  power  in  the 
schemes  of  rapid  loading  and  unloading  of  bulk 
materials  at  receiving  points.  When  as  a  young  man 
he  started  in  to  learn  railroading,  he  probably  had  a 
vision  of  himself  as  the  head  of  some  great  trans¬ 
portation  system.  His  canny  wisdom  in  going  to  the 
bottom  of  things  and  a  natural  skill  in  organization, 
soon  made  it  clear  to  him  that  profit  lay  in  the 
freight  end  of  the  railroad  business  and  that  the 
handling  of  freight  was  the  weak  link  in  the  chain 
of  operations  which  got  articles  off  and  on  boats 
and  cars.  From  then  on  his  business  activities  were 
chiefly  confined  to  “stevedoring”  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast  and  the  Great  Lakes,  where  he  founded  and 
was  the  managing  head  of  large  companies  han¬ 
dling  freight  at  terminal  points  of  railroad  and  steam¬ 
ship  lines. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  a  native  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
born  June  10,  1863,  one  of  seven  children  born  to 
Colonel  J.  Ross  and  Josephine  (Mayer)  Thompson. 
He  received  the  usual  public  school  education,  but 
refused  to  continue  his  studies  in  college,  preferring 
to  go  to  work  in  the  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Railway 
shops,  in  preparation  for  a  career  as  a  railroad  man. 
During  the  years  which  followed  he  learned  a  great 
deal  about  railroading.  However,  the  use  he  made  of 
his  knowledge  was  not  to  help  run  railroads,  but  to 
contract  to  look  after  freight  at  the  point  of  recep¬ 
tion.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the 
most  widely  known  stevedore  contractors  in  the  East, 
being  the  president  of  nearly  a  dozen  big  concerns 
which  operated  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  and  the  Great 
Lakes.  These  companies  handled  bulk  freight  of 
every  description,  whether  it  was  iron  ore  or  coal 
at  docks  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore, 
or  very  different  materials  at  Lake  Erie  or  Lake 
Ontario  ports.  One  of  his  companies,  the  Western 
Stevedoring  Company,  organized  by  him  within  the 
last  decade,  took  over  the  immense  grain  elevators 
of  the  Pennsylvania  System,  located  at  Erie,  Buffalo, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  City.  Asso¬ 
ciated  with  him  in  these  enterprises  were  Frank  J. 
Lechner,  one  of  his  best  friends,  and  Robert  M. 
Thompson,  his  brother. 

James  Thompson  was  a  man  of  many  interests, 
financial  and  other.  He  was  a  director  of  the  board 
of  numerous  companies,  among  which  might  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Railroad,  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Erie,  and  the  Erie  Railways  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  old  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  present  Chamber  of  Commerce,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  an  active  member  of  the  Erie  Indus¬ 
trial  Board  whose  duty  it  is  to  encourage  the  location 
of  new  industries  and  business  firms  in  the  Erie  area. 
Due  largely  to  his  own  efforts  several  large  industries 
were  brought  to  the  city.  A  rather  odd  circumstance 
was  that  while  his  father,  Colonel  Thompson,  was 
the  former  Democratic  leader,  his  son  James  was  a 
rather  prominent  Republican  who  was  sent  as  a 
Hoover  delegate  to  the  last  Republican  national  con¬ 
vention.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Park  and 
Harbor  Commission,  an  incorporator  of  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Hamot  Hospital,  both  of  Erie.  His  club  con¬ 
nections  were  extensive,  including  membership  in  the 
Manufacturers’  Club  and  the  Racquet  Club  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  the  Seaview  Golf  Club  of  Atlantic  City,  New 
Jersey,  and  the  Kahwa  and  Erie  Clubs,  Hunters’ 
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Lodge  and  other  organizations  in  Erie.  He  was 
fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  his  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  January  27,  1889,  at  Ripley,  New  Jersey, 
James  Thompson  married  Millie  Kohler,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  and  Augusta  Kohler,  the  former  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  Union 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  during  which  he  had  served 
as  an  army  chaplain. 

Although  Mr.  Thompson  had  been  in  ill  health  for 
some  time,  his  death  on  February  15,  1931,  came  as 
a  distinct  shock  to  his  many  friends  and  associates 
who  had  not  realized  the  seriousness  of  his  illness. 
In  his  passing  the  city  of  Erie  lost  one  of  its  fore¬ 
most  citizens,  a  man  who  had  been  a  constructive 
force  in  its  affairs  throughout  his  mature  life.  He 
had  always  been  generous  with  himself  and  his  means 
in  the  promotion  of  civic  and  welfare  movements,  in 
charitable  and  uplift  causes.  His  capacity  for  making 
friends  and  the  breadth  of  his  contacts  with  people 
was  revealed  in  the  large  number  who  mourned  his 
death  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  made  history  by  his  career,  and  his  life  and 
wrorks  will  ever  be  a  vital  part  of  the  permanent 
records  of  the  city  of  Erie  which  knew  him  for  so 
many  years. 


JOSEPH  L.  ROBERTS  — In  an  association  with 
the  United  States  Post  Office  Department  that  be¬ 
gan  in  1885,  Joseph  L.  Roberts  has  served  four 
terms  as  postmaster  of  Sharon,  his  last  appointment 
having  been  received  in  February,  1931.  He  has 
also  been  a  successful  business  man  and  a  popular 
and  helpful  member  of  numerous  civic,  fraternal, 
social  and  religious  organizations  and  has  long  held 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  community  in 
which  he  has  done  his  life  work. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  December 
5,  1867,  a  son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Jane  (Ewing)  Rob¬ 
erts.  Joseph  L.  Roberts,  the  elder,  educated  in  art 
in  Philadelphia,  was  a  landscape  painter  of  consid¬ 
erable  merit  and  was  also  a  man  of  unusual  business 
ability.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  operations  in  the  West,  where  he 
died. 

Joseph  L.  Roberts,  son  of  the  artist,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  where 
his  parents  lived  during  the  early  part  of  their  mar¬ 
ried  life.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  post  office  department  in 
the  Sharon  office  as  a  special  delivery  messenger, 
from  which  position  he  was  advanced  to  a  clerkship 
and  later  to  assistant  postmaster.  He  was  serving 
in  the  last-named  office  in  1910  when  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster,  a  position  he  held  until  1914, 
when  his  term  expired.  He  then  established  himself 
in  the  coal,  ice  and  gas  business  in  association  with 
T.  J.  White,  under  the  firm  name  of  Roberts  and 
White  and  he  was  actively  engaged  in  this  business 
until  1923.  Then  he  was  again  appointed  postmaster 
and  was  compelled  to  divide  his  time  between  public 
and  private  activities.  In  1927,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  he  was  reappointed  and  again  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1931.  He  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
coal  and  ice  business  in  1929  and  has  since  devoted 
himself  wholly  to  public  work. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Sharon  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  as  well  as  other 


Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Sharon  Country  Club  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Joseph  L.  Roberts  married,  in  1907,  Helen  R. 
Russell,  a  graduate  of  Allegheny  College.  The 
family  residence  is  maintained  at  No.  45  Euclid 
Avenue,  Sharon. 


RICHARD  MORRIS  GRAFF— It  is  as  president 
of  the  Graff  Kittanning  Clay  Products  Company, 
manufacturers  of  sewer  pipe,  flue  lining  and  other 
clay  products,  of  Craigsville,  that  Richard  Morris 
Graff  has  rendered  outstanding  service  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  This  company  em¬ 
ploys  one  hundred  persons  and  represents  one  of 
the  numerous  interests  of  the  Graff  family  of  Craigs¬ 
ville  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Graff  was  born  on  June  30,  1900,  in  Worth¬ 
ington,  Armstrong  County,  son  of  the  late  John 
Francis  and  Carrie  Louise  (Brown)  Graff.  His 
father  was  born  on  August  12,  1857,  in  Worthing¬ 
ton,  where  he  was  a  blanket  manufacturer  and  a 
farmer  on  a  large  scale.  He  served  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  two  terms,  and  was  in  the  midst 
of  his  second  term  as  State  Senator  when  he  died. 
His  father,  Peter  Graff,  founded  Peter  Graff  and 
Company,  the  woolen  blanket  making  house,  of 
which  Peter  Graff,  3d  (q.  v),  brother  of  Richard 
Morris  Graff,  is  now  the  head.  Mrs.  Carrie  L. 
(Brown)  Graff,  mother  of  Richard  M.,  was  born  in 
Newberry,  South  Carolina,  in  1859,  and  died  on  May 
30,  1902. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Worthington,  Richard  M. 
Graff,  of  this  review,  received  his  earliest  formal 
education;  and  he  afterward  went  to  Blair  Academy, 
at  Blairstown,  New  Jersey,  where  he  prepared  for 
college.  Entering,  then,  Lehigh  University,  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1923  with  the  degree  of 
Mining  Engineer.  Conducting  investigations  for  a 
year  or  more  in  Craigsville,  he  found  here  deposits 
from  which  he  might  draw  material  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  a  superior  quality  of  clay  for  sewer  pipe 
and  like  products.  The  company  that  Mr.  Graff 
formed  found  soon  after  it  began  operations  that 
its  good  will  and  products  quickly  became  known 
throughout  the  country  and  its  distribution  was  be¬ 
coming  widespread.  The  success  that  met  the  enter¬ 
prise  accordingly  has  been  a  source  of  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  Mr.  Graff  and  his  employees  alike. 

The  Graff  Kittanning  Clay  Products  Company, 
of  which  he  is  the  head,  was  established  in  1924  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $250,000.  The  members  of  the 
organization  were  John  Francis  (often  known  as 
J.  Frank)  Graff,  the  father  of  Richard;  Edmund  D., 
Richard  M.,  and  Peter,  3d,  his  sons;  Edward  G. 
Linton;  Benjamin  L.  Arnold;  and  Myer  Greenbaum. 
The  executive  officers  are:  Richard  M.  Graff,  pres¬ 
ident;  Edmund  D.  Graff,  of  mention  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  vice-president;  Peter  Graff,  3d,  also  of 
mention  herein,  treasurer.  Richard  M.  Graff  is  also 
a  partner  in  the  Craigsville  Supply  Company,  dealers 
in  general  merchandise. 

His  political  support  he  has  regularly  given  to 
the  Republican  party.  During  the  World  War,  he 
was  still  attending  preparatory  school,  too  young  for 
active  service.  He  is  today  active  in  fraternal  life, 
being  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
in  which  order  he  is  connected  with  Blue  Lodge,  No. 
244;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and 
the  Chi  Psi  college  fraternity.  In  the  Kittanning 
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Chamber  of  Commerce,  he  finds  a  medium  for  lend¬ 
ing  a  helping  hand  to  many  civic  enterprises  of  im¬ 
portance.  Though  his  work  is  chiefly  in  Craigsville, 
he  makes  his  home  in  Worthington;  but  he  does 
everything  in  his  power  to  advance  the  best  interests 
of  Worthington,  Craigsville  and  Kittanning  alike. 

Mr.  Graff  married,  September  io,  1930,  Elizabeth 
Weaton  Mayers,  of  Kittanning. 


EDMUND  D.  GRAFF — In  the  Worthington  and 
Craigsville  communities,  as  well  as  throughout 
Armstrong  and  Butler  counties,  Edmund  D.  Graff, 
like  the  other  members  of  this  famous  Pennsylvania 
family,  is  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  He 
is  carrying  on  the  traditions  of  several  Graff  genera¬ 
tions,  represented  notably  by  his  grandfather,  Peter, 
founder  of  the  woolen  blanket  manufacturing  house 
of  Peter  Graff  and  Company,  now  being  headed  by 
Peter  Graff,  3d,  and  by  his  father,  the  late  John 
Francis  Graff,  Worthington  blanket  manufacturer 
and  farmer,  who  served  two  terms  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  was  in  his  second  term  as 
State  Senator  when  he  died.  The  Senator’s  sons — 
Edmund  D.,  of  this  review,  and  Richard  M.,  and 
Peter,  3d,  of  record  elsewhere  in  this  volume — have 
all  been  active  in  business  life  in  this  region,  where 
Edmund  D.  is  connected  with  several  large  enter¬ 
prises. 

Edmund  D.  Graff  was  born  in  Worthington  on 
April  1 7,  1895,  son  of  John  Francis  and  Carrie 
Louise  (Brown)  Graff;  his  father  was  born  on 
August  12,  1857,  and  his  mother,  a  native  of  New¬ 
berry,  South  Carolina,  lived  from  1859  to  May  30, 
1902.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Worthing¬ 
ton  and  the  Culver  Military  School,  later  becoming 
a  student  at  the  Philadelphia  Textile  School  and 
finally  at  Duff’s  Business  College.  Completing  his 
formal  studies,  he  became  associated  with  his  father, 
the  late  Senator  Graff,  in  the  management  of  the 
Graff  woolen  mills.  Acquiring  a  thorough  working 
and  administrative  knowledge  of  the  mills  and  their 
function  and  operation,  he  made  himself  indispensable 
to  his  father.  He  is  now  vice-president  and  super¬ 
intendent  of  these  mills,  his  brother,  Peter  Graff,  3d, 
being  president.  They  employ  seventy-five  people. 
Mr.  Graff  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Graff  Kit¬ 
tanning  Clay  Products  Company,  of  Craigsville;  a 
director  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank,  of  Kit- 
taning;  and  a  partner  in  both  the  Buffalo  Supply 
Company  and  the  Craigsville  Supply  Company. 

A  staunch  Republican,  he  has  taken  part,  too,  in 
civic  and  social  affairs.  He  belongs  to  the  Delta 
Phi  Psi  Fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Kittanning  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a 
staunch  Lutheran,  affiliated  with  the  parish  of  this 
denomination  at  Worthington.  He  has  helped  his 
country  also  in  a  military  way,  having  gone,  at  the 
time  of  the  Mexican  border  disturbance  of  1916,  to 
the  border  with  Company  K,  16th  Infantry,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  National  Guard.  When  he  returned  home, 
he  was  selected  to  attend  the  Officers’  Training  Camp 
at  Fort  Niagara.  When  cherishing  the  fond  hope 
of  receiving  an  officer’s  commission,  he  was  stricken, 
however,  with  spinal  meningitis,  and  so  compelled  to 
accept  an  honorable  discharge  and  to  relinquish  all 
plans  for  going  overseas  with  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces.  Since  his  recovery,  he  has  devoted 
his  time  extensively  to  manufacturing  and  financial 
interests,  as  listed  above.  His  service,  like  that  of 


other  members  of  his  family,  has  been  most  useful 
to  his  community  and  his  State;  and  he  has  so  acted 
always  as  to  uphold  the  fine  traditions  associated 
with  the  name  of  Graff. 


FRANK  LE  ROY  BURTON— Principal  of  the 
Benjamin  Franklin  Junior  High  School,  of  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania,  Frank  Le  Roy  Burton  is  con¬ 
tributing  in  an  outstanding  way  to  the  educational 
life  of  his  city  and  State;  and  his  activities  in  this, 
his  native  Commonwealth,  have  been  of  value  to  his 
fellowmen. 

He  was  born  in  Harlansburg,  Lawrence  County, 
Pennsylvania,  February  28,  1889,  son  of  J.  Mansford 
and  Ella  Dorcas  (Brown)  Burton,  the  former  of 
whom,  a  farmer  and  stockman,  died  in  February, 
1930.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1898.  After  he 
had  completed  his  preliminary  studies,  Frank  Le  Roy 
Burton,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  became 
a  student  at  Westminster  College,  in  New  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1920  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts;  and  then,  he  took  his  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1928. 
Meanwhile,  he  had  been  doing  valuable  work  in  the 
teaching  profession  and  in  the  school  administrative 
field.  He  served  from  1920  to  1922  as  assistant 
principal  at  the  Senior  High  School,  in  New  Castle; 
and  in  1922  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as 
principal  of  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Junior  High 
School.  Here  he  has  continued  his  work  since  that 
time,  taking  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1928 
while  still  serving  as  principal. 

A  man  of  many  and  varied  interests,  Mr.  Burton 
has  participated  extensively  in  civic  and  social  af¬ 
fairs.  He  is,  in  his  political  views,  a  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  has  consistently  been  a  supporter  of  his 
party’s  policies  and  principles.  A  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  affiliated,  in  this 
order,  with  the  New  Castle  Consistory  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  Mr.  Burton  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Fraternity,  which  he 
joined  while  studying  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
He  is  a  member,  too,  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  New 
Castle;  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  During  the  World  War  he 
served  his  country  as  a  member  of  its  military 
forces,  having  been  a  member  of  Company  C,  305th 
Field  Signal  Battalion,  80th  Division.  In  all  his 
work  and  all  his  varied  affiliations,  as  well  as  in  the 
varied  phases  of  New  Castle  and  Pennsylvania  life 
that  his  activities  represent,  he  has  proven  himself 
a  useful  and  substantial  citizen;  and  his  position 
today  is,  as  a  result,  one  of  very  high  regard  and 
esteem. 

Frank  Le  Roy  Burton  married,  in  New  Castle, 
Pennsylvania,  Irma  Reina  Howell,  daughter  of  How¬ 
ard  S.  and  Harriet  S.  Howell.  By  this  marriage 
there  have  been  two  children,  both  born  in  New 
Castle:  1.  Dorothy  Jane,  born  August  31,  1924*  2. 
Elizabeth  Ann,  born  October  4,  1927.  The  family 
residence  is  situated  at  No.  304  Euclid  Avenue,  in 
New  Castle. 


OLIVER  W.  GILPIN— When  the  time  had  ar¬ 
rived  to  choose  his  life’s  work,  Mr.  Gilpin  decided 
to  follow  in  his  father’s  footsteps  and  to  devote  him¬ 
self  to  a  legal  career.  He  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  chosen  profession  and  for  many  years  has  been 
recognized  as  a  leader  of  the  Armstrong  County  bar. 
In  financial  affairs,  too,  he  has  taken  a  prominent 
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part  as  an  executive  officer  of  one  of  the  leading 
financial  institutions  of  his  native  town,  Kittanning, 
which  is  still  his  home  and  the  center  of  his  activities. 
These  include  also  effective  participation  in  civic 
affairs,  in  social  life  and  in  the  work  of  his  church. 
Through  these  various  activities,  indicative  of  the 
extent  of  his  interests,  Mr.  Gilpin  has  done  much 
to  further  civic  progress.  Naturally  his  position  in 
the  community  is  one  of  importance  and  influence 
and  he  always  uses  his  position  for  the  benefit  of  all 
worthy  enterprises  of  a  communal  nature. 

Oliver  W.  Gilpin  was  born  September  5,  1874,  in 
Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  a  son  of  John  Gil¬ 
pin,  a  prominent  Armstrong  County  attorney,  who 
died  in  1883,  and  Olive  (McConnell)  Gilpin,  who 
died  in  1900.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
afterwards  took  a  college  preparatory  course  at 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts.  Gradu¬ 
ating  from  Harvard  University  in  1897  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  he  then  prepared  for  his 
profession  at  the  law  school  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  graduating  there  in  the  class  of  1901 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Following 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  established  himself  in 
the  general  practice  of  law  at  Kittanning,  and  ever 
since  then  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
Armstrong  County.  He  also  holds  the  office  of 
vice-president  of  the  Armstrong  County  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  A  Democrat  in  his  political  allegiance,  he 
votes  for  the  ticket  of  that  party.  During  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Gilpin  actively  served 
as  director  of  the  department  of  construction  and 
materials  of  the  War  Industries  Board.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta 
college  fraternity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
Club,  of  Pittsburgh,  the  University  Club  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Kittanning  Country 
Club,  and  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Gilpin  married,  in  1909,  Emily  R.  Reynolds 
of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  Ross  and  Harriett  H. 
(Campbell)  Reynolds.  They  have  no  children  and 
reside  in  Kittanning. 


HARRY  PORTER  RHOADS,  banker,  well 
known  president  of  the  Blairsville  National  Bank, 
was  born  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  month  of 
October,  1867.  He  is  a  son  of  John  W.  Rhoads, 
who  was  born  in  Bucks  County  and  who  served  for 
many  years  as  railroad  agent  for  the  Pennsylvania 
system,  and  of  Lydia  A.  (Bell)  Rhoads,  native  of 
Indiana  County.  The  elder  Mr.  Rhoads  died  in 
1899;  his  widow  survived  him,  and  died  twenty-five 
years  later,  1924. 

In  the  schools  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Rhoads  secured  a  comprehensive  academic  prepara¬ 
tion  for  his  career,  and,  much  interested  and  talented 
in  music,  spent  several  years  as  a  musician.  He  then 
formed  a  connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
which  lasted  twenty-one  years,  first,  for  ten  years  as 
telegraph  operator,  then  as  agent,  until  he  came  to 
Blairsville  in  1903.  Since  that  year  a  resident  of 
Blairsville,  Mr.  Rhoads’  whole  period  of  residence 
here  has  been  identified  with  the  progress  of  the 
Blairsville  National  Bank;  for  in  1903  he  secured  a 
post  as  clerk  in  this  institution.  On  August  1,  1905, 
he  was  chosen  cashier  by  the  bank’s  directors,  and  in 
December,  1930,  became  president  of  the  bank,  con¬ 
tinuing  as  a  director,  which  responsibility  had  then 
been  his  for  twenty-five  years. 


This  bank  was  organized  by  a  group  of  capitalists 
in  Blairsville,  in  1893,  and  John  H.  Devers  was  the 
first  president  in  charge  of  its  business.  Since  1893 
the  same  location  has  been  retained,  yet  the  bank’s 
building  has  so  far  been  remodeled  and  improved 
that  its  appearance  has  changed  a  great  deal  in  the 
nearly  two-score  years  of  its  existence.  Thomas  H. 
Long,  as  its  second  president,  continued  the  work 
where  it  was  left  by  Mr.  Devers;  and  he  retained 
the  post  of  chief  executive  until  his  demise,  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1930,  Mr.  Rhoads  then  succeeding  to  the  office 
as  recounted.  H.  B.  Baker  is  the  bank’s  cashier;  J. 
Freeman  Ferguson,  W.  E.  Baughman,  Dr.  W.  L. 
Benz  and  William  Young  are  directors;  and  these 
men,  under  the  talented  direction  of  Mr.  Rhoads  as 
chief  executive,  have  increased  the  business  of  the 
bank  on  solidly  reliable  lines  until  today  it  is  one 
of  the  most  substantial  of  its  size  in  a  state  noted  for 
the  excellence  of  its  banking  institutions. 

His  office  at  the  bank  requires  most  of  his  time, 
yet  Mr.  Rhoads  participates  as  a  public-spirited 
citizen  in  nearly  every  beneficial  movement  for  the 
city’s  welfare.  He  is  a  Republican;  since  1917  he 
has  served  as  school  director  and  now  is  treasurer 
of  the  board.  His  interest  in  education  is  of  long 
standing,  and  his  efforts  for  its  advance  in  Blairs¬ 
ville  have  been  very  effective.  Mr.  Rhodes  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Blue  Lodge,  No.  355,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  the  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Pittsburgh, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  active  in  the  Blairsville  Kiwanis  Club,  a 
trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
continuous  worker  for  the  causes  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion. 

In  1891  Mr.  Rhoads  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Hill,  of  Blairsville,  daughter  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Hill;  and  of  this  union  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Ina  B.,  who  married  John  Seaburn  and  who 
is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Harry  Skinner  and 
George  Skinner  Seaburn.  2.  Stella  C.,  who  married 
A.  White.  3.  Mabel  E.,  since  deceased.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Hill)  Rhoads  died  in  1899. 

Mr.  Rhoads  married  (second),  in  1901,  Elizabeth 
Allison  of  Center  Township,  Indiana  County,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  O.  and  Catherine  (Wilson)  Allison; 
and  of  this  union  were  born  children:  1.  E.  Gladys, 
2.  Myra,  who  married  R.  Wallace  Barr.  3.  John  R. 

Mrs.  Rhoads  is  an  active  member  of  the  church, 
a  hostess  of  charm  and  grace,  a  woman  of  wide 
popularity  in  Blairsville  social  circles,  in  which  Mr. 
Rhoads  also  is  a  frequent  guest. 

As  banker,  citizen,  and  in  all  the  constructive 
phases  of  his  career,  Mr.  Rhoads  has  contributed  to 
the  advancement,  education  and  happiness  of  his 
townspeople,  who,  universally,  bear  him  in  warm 
esteem  and  respect. 

CORBIN  W.  WYANT— In  no  more  striking 
manner  is  the  progress  and  advancement  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County  reflected  than  by  the  history  of 
“Simpson’s  Daily  Leader-Times,”  Armstrong  County’s 
only  daily  paper,  published  at  Kittanning.  Older 
residents  who  remember  back  more  than  fifty  years 
recall  a  town  without  paved  streets,  telephones, 
electric  lights,  street  cars,  natural  gas,  typewriters, 
to  say  nothing  of  automobiles,  radios,  or  airplanes. 
They  recall,  too,  that  the  news  of  the  community 
was  told  in  weekly  visits  from  a  small  four-page 
newspaper  called  “The  Valley  Times.”  The  coming 
of  the  paper  was  one  of  the  important  events  of  the 
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week  in  scores  of  homes  and  its  arrival  at  the  post 
office,  where  readers  had  to  call  for  it,  was  always 
eagerly  anticipated.  With  all  the  changes  and  im¬ 
provements  that  Kittanning  has  experienced  in  the 
days  since  then,  that  same  newspaper,  which  was 
founded  by  the  late  John  T.  Simpson,  has  kept  full 
pace.  As  the  town  grew  and  expanded,  the  news¬ 
paper  likewise  grew  and  expanded,  because  under 
the  late  Mr.  Simpson’s  guidance  it  was  always  a 
potent  force  in  everything  that  contributed  to  the 
growth  and  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  community.  So 
it  is  that  “The  Leader-Times”  of  today,  which  was 
“The  Valley  Times”  of  yesterday,  is  the  mirror  by 
which  the  steady  march  forward  that  Kittanning  has 
been  pursuing  with  the  passing  of  the  years  is 
reflected.  A  small  printing  outfit  purchased  by  the 
late  Mr.  Simpson  from  James  T.  McCullough,  an 
attorney  at  Freeport,  was  the  meagre  equipment 
with  which  he  began  the  publication  of  “The  Valley 
Times”  on  May  6,  1868.  Kittanning  then  had  less 
than  2,000  population  and  its  area  was  bounded  by 
Vine  Street  on  the  north  and  Walnut  Street  on  the 
south,  with  the  steep  hillside  on  the  east  and  the 
Allegheny  River  on  the  west.  In  the  summer  the 
streets  were  usually  several  inches  deep  with  dust, 
while  in  the  winter  they  were  bottomless  morasses 
of  mud.  At  night  flickering  oil  lamps  at  street  cor¬ 
ners  were  the  only  lights  provided  for  pedestrians. 
There  were  but  a  few  brick  pavements  and  board 
walks.  There  was  no  East  Kittanning,  Grandview, 
Applewold,  or  West  Kittanning. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  not  quite  twenty-four  years  of 
age  when  he  became  a  publisher.  Under  great  handi¬ 
caps  and  in  the  face  of  many  discouragements,  his 
venture,  however,  gradually  made  headway.  To 
identify  it  more  intimately  with  the  town  to  whose 
interests  it  was  dedicated,  he  dropped  the  word 
“Valley”  from  the  name  and  substituted  “Kittanning” 
making  it  then  “The  Kittanning  Times.”  At  the 
inception  it  was  a  small  publication  about  the  size 
of  a  Sunday  school  paper.  Mr.  Simpson  labored 
indefatigably  with  the  enterprise.  He  was  editor, 
proof-reader,  frequently  set  type,  and  on  publication 
days  helped  to  fold  and  address  the  papers  to  readers 
by  hand.  For  some  years  the  office  did  not  have  a 
newspaper  press  of  its  own  and  “The  Times”  had  to 
be  printed  in  another  plant.  Later  the  plant  of 
“The  County  Light,”  located  on  East  Market  Street 
near  the  Courthouse,  was  purchased  and  the  com¬ 
posing  rooms  of  “The  Kittanning  Times”  were 
moved  there.  The  business  and  editorial  offices,  how¬ 
ever,  remained  on  the  second  floor  of  the  old 
Thompson  Building,  which  stood  on  the  location  of 
the  present  structure  of  the  same  name  at  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Market  and  McKean  streets.  For 
convenience  sake  the  composing  rooms  were  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  the  basement  of  the  Heilman 
office  building  on  the  east  side  of  North  McKean 
Street,  immediately  adjoining  the  Thompson  Build¬ 
ing  at  the  rear.  Subsequently  a  new  two-story  brick 
building  for  the  mechanical  department  was  put  up 
at  the  southwestern  corner  of  Patterson  Way  and 
Jefferson  Alley.  When  fire  gutted  the  old  Thomp¬ 
son  Building  the  business  and  editorial  offices  were 
forced  to  move  to  the  second  floor  of  the  Safe  De¬ 
posit  Building.  From  there  they  were  moved 
across  Market  Street  to  the  second  floor  of  the 
Buffington  Building. 

After  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  tireless  effort 
had  made  “The  Kittanning  Times”  the  recognized 
weekly  newspaper  in  Armstrong  County,  a  daily 


edition  was  established  with  Mr.  Simpson  as  editor. 
Other  previous  attempts  along  this  line  had  ended 
in  dismal  failures.  However,  “The  Daily  Times” 
weathered  the  storm,  but  at  a  cost  of  energy,  per¬ 
severance  and  personal  sacrifice  that  only  those 
closely  associated  with  the  venture  knew  anything 
about.  The  first  issue  of  “The  Daily  Times”  ap¬ 
peared  January  10,  1898,  unannounced,  and  came  as 
a  surprise  to  the  public.  One  thousand  copies  were 
distributed  free  each  day  for  the  first  week  at  homes, 
stores  and  offices.  William  Murphy,  who  died  some 
years  ago,  and  Roland  B.  Simpson  were  the  two  boys 
to  whom  the  task  of  distributing  the  papers  was 
assigned  and  who  were  employed  as  the  first  regular 
carriers.  The  initial  issue  did  not  contain  a  single 
advertisement  of  any  kind.  Display  advertisement, 
however,  appeared  in  the  second  day’s  edition. 

On  March  15,  1909,  Mr.  Simpson  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  “The  Times”  and  on  May  1,  1909, 
launched  with  his  own  resources  “Simpson’s  Daily 
Leader”  and  was  again  successful.  Business  offices 
were  shared  with  “The  Sentinel”  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Neale  Building,  corner  Market  and  Templeton 
streets.  The  mechanical  department  was  housed  in 
a  two-story  brick  dwelling  on  North  McKean  Street, 
where  Harry  Ellermeyer’s  store,  salesrooms  and 
apartments  are  now  located.  Early  in  1918  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  editorial  offices  and  the  mechanical  depart¬ 
ment  were  moved  and  for  the  first  time  housed  under 
one  roof  in  the  old  William  Gates’  store  building,  a 
two-story  brick  structure  on  the  west  side  of  South 
Jefferson  Street,  where  they  remained  until  the  new 
and  more  commodious  home  on  North  Grant  Ave¬ 
nue  was  completed  in  November  of  1929. 

In  May,  1921,  Mr.  Simpson,  who  had  associated 
his  son,  Roland  B.  Simpson,  in  the  business  at  the 
time  of  launching  “The  Daily  Leader”  back  in  1909, 
acquired  “The  Times”  property  and  that  paper  was 
merged  with  “Simpson’s  Daily  Leader”  under  the 
name  “Simpson’s  Daily  Leader-Times.”  From  the 
day  the  late  John  T.  Simpson  began  work  as  a  print¬ 
er’s  apprentice  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  until  he 
was  suddenly  taken  ill  on  August  1,  1920,  a  period  of 
fifty-seven  years,  he  was  engaged  continuously  in  the 
printing  and  newspaper  business.  About  fifty-five 
years  of  that  time  were  spent  in  the  service  of  the 
public  in  Kittanning.  Although  incapacitated  in 
his  walking  by  a  stroke,  which  he  suffered  on 
August  1,  1920,  Mr.  Simpson  retained  active  over¬ 
sight  and  personal  direction  over  the  paper,  and  in 
this  he  was  very  ably  assisted  by  his  son,  Roland, 
who  had  become  one  of  the  most  progressive  news¬ 
paper  men  of  western  Pennsylvania. 

On  January  1,  1922,  John  T.  Simpson,  Roland  B. 
Simpson,  and  Frank  M.  Shubert,  who  had  been 
identified  with  the  Simpson  organization  as  account¬ 
ant  and  auditor  since  May  1,  1909,  were  granted  a 
charter  under  the  name  of  “Simpson’s  Publishing 
Company.”  The  newly  formed  corporation  became 
the  publisher  of  “Simpson’s  Daily  Leader-Times,” 
organizing  as  follows:  John  T.  Simpson,  president 
and  editor;  Roland  B.  Simpson,  vice-president  and 
general  manager;  and  Frank  M.  Shubert,  secretary 
and  business  manager. 

Following  the  death  of  John  T.  Simpson,  which 
occurred  on  May  9,  1925,  Roland  B.  Simpson  became 
editor  and  under  his  wise  direction  “Simpson’s 
Daily  Leader-Times”  continued  to  progress.  Hav¬ 
ing  outgrown  its  housing  facilities  and  the  capacity 
of  its  duplex  press,  steps  were  taken  looking  to¬ 
wards  the  selection  of  a  new  location  and  the  erec- 
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tion  of  a  modern  newspaper  plant.  After  due  con¬ 
sideration  and  acting  upon  the  advice  of  a  recognized 
national  authority  on  all  phases  of  the  newspaper 
business,  the  location  at  No.  117-121  North  Grant 
Avenue  was  finally  decided  upon  and  purchased 
from  the  Rupp  heirs.  The  property  has  a  frontage 
of  sixty-seven  feet  on  the  west  side  of  North  Grant 
Avenue,  extends  back  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet,  and  abuts  directly  on  alleys  on  the 
north  and  west  lines.  On  this  site  the  present  plant 
was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1929.  Planned  and 
erected  to  suit  the  particular  needs  of  a  modern 
daily  newspaper,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  up- 
to-date  newspaper  plants  of  its  size  in  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  just  around  the  corner  from  Market  Street  and 
is  thus  coveniently  located  in  respect  to  all  impor¬ 
tant  parts  of  the  town.  In  this  scientifically  planned 
newspaper  plant  the  most  modern  equipment  is  used 
in  the  production  of  Armstrong  County’s  daily 
paper.  This  equipment  includes  a  twenty-four-page 
Goss  press  and  stereotyping  department.  The  capac¬ 
ity  of  the  press  is  25,000  papers  per  hour. 

The  “move”  to  the  new  building  was  made  without 
the  omission  of  a  single  day’s  edition.  The  first 
issue  in  the  new  home  was  published  November  25, 

1929,  and  came  off  the  press  as  a  “New  Home 
Edition,”  consisting  of  seventy-six  pages,  which 
proved  to  be  quite  a  revelation  to  the  people  of 
Armstrong  County.  The  days  of  “flat-bed”  printing 
for  “The  Leader-Times”  were  past  and  production 
of  the  county’s  daily  now  went  on  by  the  most  mod¬ 
ern  and  efficient  methods. 

An  over-ruling  Providence,  however,  decreed  that 
the  earthly  endeavors  of  Roland  B.  Simpson  were 
all  but  over.  His  dream  of  having  a  modern  news¬ 
paper  plant  for  Kittanning  had  been  realized  only  a 
few  short  months  when  he  was  suddenly  overtaken 
with  an  illness  of  less  than  a  week’s  duration  and 
died  in  the  West  Penn  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  May  8, 

1930.  The  citizens  of  the  county  were  shocked 
when  they  learned  of  his  death,  and  the  entire  com¬ 
munity  mourned  the  death  of  their  friend  who  had 
toiled  early  and  late  and  sacrificed  luxuries  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  town  and  county  which  he 
loved. 

Following  the  death  of  Roland  B.  Simpson  the 
present  management  pledged  itself  to  carry  out  the 
cherished  designs  of  the  founder,  John  T.  Simpson, 
and  his  son,  Roland  B.  Simpson.  Every  endeavor 
has  been  and  will  be  exerted  to  follow  closely  the 
course  which  they  so  carefully  charted  and  to  up¬ 
hold  the  same  ideals  for  which  they  stood.  Briefly 
stated  in  the  words  of  its  founder,  “The  Leader- 
Times  is  here  to  do  all  it  can  in  the  upbuilding  and 
advancing  of  the  best  interests  of  this  vicinity  and 
its  policy  is  never  anything  else  than  the  fostering 
and  encouraging  of  all  things  that  will  lead  to  the 
attainment  of  that  happy  end.  It  is  devoted  to  serv¬ 
ing  the  whole  people,  and  striving  by  presenting 
‘all  the  news  that  is  fit  to  print’  without  fear  or 
favor,  to  merit  the  patronage  and  support  of  the 
county  at  large.”  These  policies  will  continue  to  be 
those  of  “The  Leader-Times”  in  the  days  to  come 
and,  whenever  additional  facilities  are  developed, 
they  will  always  be  regarded  as  furnishing  further 
opportunity  for  rendering  larger  and  better  service 
to  the  public  to  whose  interests  the  institution  stands 
dedicated.  “The  Leader-Times”  has  had  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  in  the  progress  of  the  community.  As  a 
result  of  its  advocacy  the  Kittanning- Ford  City 


Street  Railway  became  a  reality;  the  paving  of  the 
streets  of  the  borough  of  Kittanning  was  begun;  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Kittanning  was  organized; 
the  Kittanning-Ford  City,  Kittanning-Rural  Valley, 
and  other  important  highways  were  improved;  and 
many  other  important  public  projects  such  as  the 
new  Federal  Building  have  been  carried  to  success¬ 
ful  conclusions.  Looking  forward,  the  slackwatering 
of  the  Allegheny  River  to  a  point  north  of  town, 
together  with  the  close  linking  of  the  community 
with  the  most  important  improved  cross-country 
highways  and  the  development  of  inestimable  rich 
natural  resources  certainly  herald  days  that  are 
fraught  with  great  possibilities.  And  “The  Leader- 
Times”  as  heretofore  will  prove  to  be  a  useful  and 
influential  agency  in  converting  those  possibilities 
into  realities.  All  its  means  and  resources  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  promoting  every  interest  that  is  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  community  and  the  advancement 
of  everything  that  pertains  to  the  public  welfare. 

“The  Daily  Leader-Times”  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Newspaper  Publishers  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  Newspaper  Publishers  Association,  and 
the  Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations.  It  receives  the 
full  leased  wire  service  of  the  United  Press  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  complete  feature  service  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Press  Association.  In  1930  it  ranked  first  in  its 
class  in  Pennsylvania  in  respect  to  the  amount  of 
national  lineage  carried  in  it.  It  enjoys  a  circulation 
of  approximately  7,000  net  paid  daily,  which  covers 
its  trading  area,  Armstrong  County. 

The  present  officers  are:  Corbin  W.  Wyant, 
managing  editor  and  general  manager;  Frank  M. 
Shubert,  secretary  and  business  manager;  and  Clare 
A.  Berger,  editor.  Mr.  Shubert  has  had  an  experi¬ 
ence  of  more  than  twenty  years  as  a  newspaper  ex¬ 
ecutive,  and  the  methods  in  effect  in  the  business 
office  of  “The  Leader-Times”  have  been  pronounced 
by  leading  newspaper  men  of  the  country  as  being 
models  of  newspaper  efficiency.  He  enjoys  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business 
dealings.  Mr.  Berger  has  an  editorial  experience 
of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  which  period 
he  has  served  on  the  staff  of  some  of  the  largest 
papers  in  the  Nation.  He  has  the  honor  and  distinc¬ 
tion  of  having  served  as  president  of  the  National 
Editorial  Association  for  the  year  1918.  Mr.  Wyant, 
who  has  entered  the  newspaper  business  within  the 
past  two  years,  is  a  graduate  of  Bucknell  Univer¬ 
sity,  having  studied  medicine,  law,  and  banking,  and 
for  a  period  of  eight  years  prior  to  his  entry  into 
the  newspaper  field  was  quite  active  in  leading  county 
banking  circles. 

This  newspaper  today  is  gradually  developing  in 
every  department  and  is  accredited  with  having 
gained  the  loftiest  position  in  the  State  among  papers 
of  its  size.  The  business  of  “The  Leader-Times”  is 
the  result  of  more  than  one  hundred  years  of  per¬ 
sonal  effort  and  the  strictest  economy  and  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  many  millions  of  dollars.  Probably 
no  other  business  has  returned  as  much  in  dollars 
and  cents  to  the  community  as  has  this  particular 
one.  The  advertising  rates  charged  are  the  lowest 
of  any  daily  paper  of  similar  circulation  in  the 
State.  - 

GREENVILLE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY— Under 
the  capable  management  of  Katharine  H.  Rock,  li¬ 
brarian,  the  Greenville  Public  Library  has  been 
developed  into  an  institution  of  great  popularity  and 
success  in  the  eleven  years  of  its  existence.  Or- 
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ganized  and  opened  to  the  public  in  October,  1921, 
with  2,500  volumes  on  its  shelves,  it  now  has  13,000 
volumes  in  circulation  and  in  1930  its  patronage  was 
nearly  80,000  readers.  It  is  divided  into  adult  and 
juvenile  departments,  each  distinct,  and  is  supported 
by  a  town  tax.  Its  continued  success  is  a  gratifica¬ 
tion  to  the  people  of  the  district  and  a  high  tribute 
to  the  ability  of  its  librarian. 

Katharine  H.  Rock,  who  organized  and  opened 
the  library,  is  a  native  of  Brockton,  Massachusetts. 
She  took  a  library  college  course  of  four  years  be¬ 
fore  engaging  in  professional  work  and,  prior  to 
coming  to  Greenville,  served  as  librarian  at  Skidmore 
College.  She  is  a  member  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Library  As¬ 
sociation  and  of  other  professional  organizations. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  MILLER— Prom¬ 
inent  in  the  early  development  of  the  coal  fields  of 
Jefferson  County,  and  later  engaged  as  a  banker, 
which  profession  he  followed  for  nearly  forty  years, 
George  Washington  Miller,  late  esteemed  citizen  of 
Big  Run,  Jefferson  County,  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-nine,  and  at  his  passing  his  loss  was  mourned 
as  the  loss  of  one  of  the  community’s  leading  figures. 
His  leadership  was  not  confined  wholly  to  economic 
and  financial  affairs.  The  breadth  of  his  interests 
also  included  widespread  charitable  considerations, 
and  as  a  civic  factor  he  was  keenly  alert  at  all  times 
to  support  the  movements  designed  for  the  general 
welfare  of  community,  county  and  Commonwealth. 
And  for  the  useful  works  of  his  lifetime,  the  people 
pay  his  memory  the  homage  that  is  due  to  one  who 
accomplished  much  for  their  happiness,  stability,  and 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Miller  came  of  a  family  that  has  been  repre¬ 
sented  in  Jefferson  County  for  nearly  a  hundred 
years.  His  parents  were  John  E.  and  Anna  Marie 
(Wise)  Miller,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  former 
located  in  this  county  in  1838,  and  hence  the  Millers 
are  among  the  county’s  pioneers.  From  first  to  last, 
they  have  contributed  to  its  advancement,  in  former 
years  at  agriculture,  and  in  later  years  in  finance. 

The  family  farm  was  in  Henderson  Township, 
where  George  Washington  Miller  was  born,  January 
1,  1850.  He  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  the  war 
broke  out  between  North  and  South;  yet  in  spite  of 
the  upset  conditions  of  this  period  he  went  ahead 
with  his  schooling,  and  completed  a  very  sound  aca¬ 
demic  instruction  in  the  public  schools.  Throughout 
life,  we  may  add,  he  was  a  student,  instructing  him¬ 
self,  reading  largely  of  the  classics,  of  works  on 
political  and  economic  science,  and  enriching  his  store 
of  knowledge  with  the  human  reflection  and  con¬ 
sideration  which  makes  men  into  philosophers.  He 
was,  in  fact,  considered  a  man  of  unusual  astuteness, 
and  his  counsel,  in  all  manner  of  problems,  was 
sought. 

Until  1872,  when  he  was  twenty-two,  Mr.  Miller 
lived  on  his  father’s  original  farmstead  and  learned 
all  phases  of  successful  agricultural  procedure.  In 
that  year  his  father  acquired  what  was  known  as  the 
Phillipi  Farm,  and  this  the  son  managed  ably,  later 
purchasing  it  from  his  father  and  continuing  upon  it 
successfully  engaged  as  owner  and  proprietor,  for 
twenty-two  years,  lacking  only  a  few  months,  until 
1893.  Meanwhile  his  interests  grew.  He  owned  a 
considerable  share  in  lumber  land,  being  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  an  organization  controlling  an  extended 
tract  near  Eleanora.  This  property  proved  to  be  a 
veritable  gold  mine — or  coal  mine.  Heavily  under¬ 
laid  with  coal,  it  was  valuable,  and  the  holders  sold 


it  to  the  R.  and  P.  Coal  and  Iron  Company.  Mr. 
Miller’s  share  in  the  deal  was  large;  encouraged,  he 
entered  other  enterprises,  leasing  and  buying  coal 
lands,  then  developing  them,  or  selling  and  re-leasing 
to  coal  and  iron  corporations,  who  developed  them 
intensively.  Long  before  this  he  had  come  in  contact 
with  financial  leaders  of  Big  Run,  and  himself  was 
considered  a  financial  factor  here  before  he  took  his 
residence  in  the  city.  In  1890,  three  years  before, 
finally,  he  left  the  farm  to  be  nearer  the  center  of 
things,  he  had  become  actively  identified  as  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Citizens’  Bank.  The  bank  was  formed 
in  1890,  and  Mr.  Miller  was  one  of  its  incorporators. 
From  that  year  until  his  demise,  nearly  two-score 
years  later,  he  attained  to  more  and  more  promi¬ 
nence  in  financial  circles,  and  from  1901  to  1912 
served  as  president  of  the  banking  institution,  much 
to  its  advantage  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  as  a  whole. 

Until  1912  and  its  reorganization,  the  bank  was  a 
private  co-partnership,  and  Mr.  Miller’s  brother, 
Adam  Miller,  was  its  first  vice-president,  both  the 
brothers  owning  a  goodly  share  in  the  control.  After 
the  reorganization  of  1912,  Mr.  Miller  served  as 
vice-president.  That  was  his  relationship  in  the  year 
of  his  demise.  A  quiet,  dignified  man  of  a  fine 
reserve,  he  concerned  himself  liberally  in  the  growth 
of  various  enterprises  of  Big  Run  and  Jefferson 
County,  and  yet  so  prominently  was  he  connected 
with  the  Citizens’  Bank,  it  is  as  a  banker  he  was  best 
known  to  the  public,  and  as  a  banker  he  is  remem¬ 
bered  most  generally  at  the  present  time.  His  notable 
record  in  the  building  up  of  the  community,  first  as 
agriculturalist,  then  as  operator  in  coal  lands,  and 
finally  in  the  field  of  finance,  will  endure  as  long 
as  histories  of  Jefferson  County  and  Pennsylvania 
are  extant,  and  the  inspiration  which  he  exerted  on 
his  colleagues  in  years  past  will  be  preserved  to  other 
generations,  succeeding  him  in  leadership  of  his  for¬ 
mer  circles  of  attainment. 

Mr.  Miller  did  not  belong  to  any  church.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  Reformed  Church,  however,  and  was  as 
active  in  its  conduct  as  he  could  have  been  if  he 
were  a  full  member  and  leader  thereof.  The  educa¬ 
tional  and  charitable  ventures  of  the  church  found 
in  him  a  liberal  supporter;  the  causes  of  humanity 
were  never,  by  him,  ignored;  and  because  he  gave 
quietly,  the  extent  of  his  gifts  for  philanthropic  and 
educational  movements  can  never  be  wholly  known, 
though  they  are  known  to  have  been  very  consider¬ 
able. 

In  civic  matters  Mr.  Miller  permitted  himself  to 
give  adherence  always  to  the  most  constructive  pro¬ 
grams,  and  did  not  confine  himself  strictly  to  one 
party’s  candidates  at  election  time.  As  the  saying 
goes,  “he  put  the  man  ahead  of  the  party,”  and 
sought  for  the  officeholders  most  able  to  benefit  the 
city,  county  and  State.  Because  of  his  respected  in¬ 
fluence,  he  continuously  exercised  a  role  for  the  good 
of  those  around  him,  and  he  helped  more  than  one 
young  man  to  obtain  his  start  in  life.  While  he  gave 
direct  help  in  many  cases,  his  favorite  method  was 
to  help  through  letting  others  help  themselves;  that, 
he  believed,  made  them  stronger,  and  more  useful, 
men  in  their  careers.  In  this  connection  we  may  note 
that  his  former  associates,  of  the  next  generation, 
are  today  taking  their  rightly  won  places  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  continued  welfare  and  development  of 
Big  Run  and  Jefferson  County.  Thus  Mr.  Miller  was 
a  sociological  force,  as  well  as  a  favorable  force  in 
constructive  civic  affairs. 

Mr.  Miller  married,  in  1893,  coincident  with  the 
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commencement  of  his  residence  in  Big  Run,  Rachel 
Pifer,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  (Shetterly) 
Pifer.  This  family,  too,  was  a  pioneer  house  in  Hen¬ 
derson  Township,  Jefferson  County,  and  Mrs.  Miller, 
who  survives  her  beloved  husband  and  continues  to 
ieside  in  Big  Run,  was  reared  in  Henderson  Town¬ 
ship,  and  hence  has  been  well  acquainted  in  Big  Run 
through  virtually  the  whole  of  her  lifetime.  Her 
friends  here  are  many,  devotedly  attached  to  her,  and 
she  is  a  helpful  factor  in  the  work  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  Mrs.  Miller’s  principal  interest,  however, 
has  always  been  in  her  home.  Of  her  marriage  was 
born  a  son,  Eugene  Miller,  who  died  when  only  ten. 
A  nephew,  the  son  of  Adam  Miller  (the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  brother,  who  died  in  1915),  also  survives — 
John  A.  Miller,  now  a  resident  of  California. 

Mr.  Miller’s  death  occurred  in  Big  Run,  on  De¬ 
cember  17,  1929.  He  lacked  only  two  weeks  of  his 
eightieth  birthday,  and  until  the  last  had  retained 
the  remarkable  vigor  of  his  mind  and  spirit.  Many 
tributes  were  paid  him  at  his  passing.  The  friends 
of  a  lifetime,  a  few  from  childhood  days,  were  in 
attendance  at  the  services,  to  pay  their  last  respects; 
and  the  press  of  a  wide  area  joined  with  its  en¬ 
comiums  to  an  examplary  life  that  was  closed.  As 
one  journal  said: 

Possessed  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence,  a  man  of 
scrupulous  integrity,  charitable  to  the  extreme,  he  held 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  townsmen  that  is  given 
to  but  few  to  hold. 

Mr.  Miller  was  a  man  of  ideals  and  the  highest 
type  of  humanitarian  thinking.  He  was,  literally, 
“guided  by  his  thoughts.”  This,  in  conclusion,  recalls 
the  words  of  the  philosopher,  Atkinson,  wrho  said: 
“When  we  understand  how  one  is  constantly  build¬ 
ing  up  character,  adding  a  little  every  day,  and  that 
our  thoughts  of  the  day  are  the  materials  which  are 
going  into  our  character-structure,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  what 
kind  of  thoughts  we  think.”  Until  the  last,  Mr.  Mil¬ 
ler  preserved  his  ideals  of  life,  and  lived  accordingly, 
leaving  behind  him  a  rich  heritage  of  inspiration  to 
those  of  a  thoughtful  turn. 


FREDERICK  WALKER  ST.  CLAIR,  M.  D. 

— Successfully  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
medicine  in  his  native  city,  Indiana,  for  almost  two 
decades,  Dr.  St.  Clair  represents  the  third  successive 
generation  of  his  family  in  the  medical  profession. 
However,  his  high  professional  reputation  is  not 
based  on  that  fact,  but  rather  on  his  ability  and  skill 
as  a  physician.  He  enjoys  a  large  and  important 
practice,  is  active  in  public  affairs,  belongs  to  sev¬ 
eral  medical  and  social  organizations  and,  indeed, 
participates  freely  in  all  worth  while  phases  of  the 
community’s  life. 

Frederick  Walker  St.  Clair  was  born  at  Indiana, 
October  6,  1885,  a  son  of  Dr.  Charles  M.  and  Sarah 
(Taylor)  St.  Clair.  His  father,  who  died  March  13, 
1927,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College 
in  Philadelphia  and  practiced  medicine  in  Indiana  in 
association  with  his  father,  the  grandfather  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  article,  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  St.  Clair,  who 
was  also  a  graduate  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Dr.  St.  Clair’s  mother,  too,  is  a  native  of  Indiana. 
One  of  a  family  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are 
living,  Dr.  St.  Clair’s  maternal  grandfather  like¬ 
wise  was  a  physician.  He  was  Dr.  James  Madison 
Taylor  and  practiced  his  profession  for  many  years 
in  Indiana  County.  Having  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Latrobe,  Dr.  St.  Clair 


then  was  graduated  from  the  Elders  Ridge  Academy 
in  1904  and  after  that  pursued  his  collegiate  studies 
at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1908.  He  studied  medicine  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh,  graduating  from  that  institu¬ 
tion’s  medical  school  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1913.  After  having  served  as  an  interne 
for  one  year  at  St.  Francis’  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh, 
Dr.  St.  Clair  established  himself  in  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  at  Indiana,  where  he  has  continued 
to  be  thus  engaged  since  then.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  and  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
Indiana  County  Medical  Society.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Nu  Sigma  Xu  Fraternity,  a  medical  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Fraternity.  Other 
organizations,  in  which  he  maintains  membership, 
include  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  and  Indiana  Country 
Club.  In  politics  Dr.  St.  Clair  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  and  he  has  served  two  terms  as 
coroner.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Fishing  and  camping  are  his 
favorite  recreations. 

Dr.  St.  Clair  married,  in  1918,  Louise  Grant,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Emma  A. 
Grant.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  St.  Clair,  who  make  their 
home  at  No.  122  South  Sixth  Street,  Indiana,  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Margaret  Louise, 
bom  June  28,  1918.  2.  Emma  Elizabeth,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1921.  3.  Frederick  Walker,  Jr.,  born 

January  1,  1926.  4.  Sarah  Grant,  born  July  18, 

1930.  Dr.  St.  Clair’s  office  is  located  at  No.  124 
South  Seventh  Street,  Indiana. 


SAMUEL  H.  McCAIN — For  more  than  three 
decades  Mr.  McCain  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  general  practice  of  law.  Practically  all  of  his 
professional  career  has  been  spent  in  his  native 
county,  Armstrong  County,  and  for  many  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  and  most  highly  re¬ 
spected  lawyers  at  the  county  seat,  Kittanning. 
Though  he  has  never  sought  or  held  public  office, 
he  has  always  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  public 
questions  and  has  given  his  support  freely  to  move¬ 
ments  or  enterprises  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of 
furthering  civic  progress  and  of  advancing  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community,  its  people  and  its  institutions. 
He  also  gave  proof  of  his  public  spirit  during  the 
World  War  by  devoting  himself  effectively  to  work 
in  connection  with  the  various  patriotic  movements 
of  that  period.  Long  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  Mr.  McCain  also  maintains  member¬ 
ship  in  several  social  and  civic  organizations,  is  a 
leader  in  the  work  of  his  church,  and,  indeed,  in 
every  respect  represents  the  highest  type  of  useful, 
vigorous  and  public-spirited  citizenship. 

Samuel  H.  McCain  was  born  April  27,  1875,  in 
Freeport,  Armstrong  County,  a  son  of  William  G. 
McCain,  of  South  Buffalo  Township,  Armstrong 
County,  who  died  September  7,  1916,  and  Nancy 
(Rowland)  McCain,  of  Freeport,  Armstrong  County, 
who  died  in  1902.  His  father  had  been  identified  with 
the  lumber  industry  and  he  was  also  well  known  as 
a  banker.  Mr.  McCain  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  law 
school  of  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1900  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  New  Haven,  Mr. 
McCain  practiced  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  from 
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1900  to  1902.  Then,  admitted  to  the  Armstrong 
County  bar  in  Pennsylvania,  he  was  for  some  time  a 
law  partner  of  Judge  Rayburn.  He  now  is  engaged 
in  general  practice  in  his  own  name,  frequently  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  Superior  and  the  Supreme  courts.  He 
is  a  member  of  all  the  bar  associations.  A  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  convictions,  Mr.  McCain,  with 
his  vote  and  influence,  supports  the  principles  of  that 
party.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  McCain  served 
efficiently  as  treasurer  of  the  district  chapter  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  as  a  member  of  the  Legal  Advisory 
Board.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No. 
244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  with  Pittsburgh 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
with  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  and  a  past 
president  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  a  member  of  the  Kittanning  Coun¬ 
try  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Kittanning 
for  over  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  McCain  married,  in  1908,  M.  E.  Adele  Gilpin, 
of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  John  and  Olive  (Mc¬ 
Connell)  Gilpin.  They  have  two  children:  1.  Sam¬ 
uel  H.  McCain,  Jr.,  born  November  16,  1910.  2. 

John  G.  McCain,  born  July  26,  1912. 


ROBERT  MILLER  FISHER— A  native  of  the 
city  of  Indiana,  Robert  Miller  Fisher  has  substan¬ 
tially  contributed  to  the  well-being  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  especially  through  his  work  in  the 
profession  of  law  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Fisher 
and  Ruddock.  His  practice  is  of  a  general  nature; 
and  his  interests  in  civic  fields  are  in  no  way  circum¬ 
scribed  by  narrow  horizons.  Like  his  father  before 
him,  the  Hon.  John  S.  Fisher,  who  has  retired  from 
the  Governorship  of  Pennsylvania  and  still  takes  an 
interest  in  the  legal  profession,  Mr.  Fisher  has  done 
a  great  deal  of  valuable  work  as  a  lawyer. 

He  was  born  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  5,  1894,  son  of  ex-Governor  John  S.  Fisher 
and  of  Hapsie  (Miller)  Fisher.  The  mother  is  now 
deceased,  having  passed  from  this  life  on  January 
1 7,  1922. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Indiana  and  in  the  Model 
School  here,  Robert  M.  Fisher,  of  this  review,  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  formal  education;  and,  upon  finish¬ 
ing  his  work  at  the  Model  School  in  iQog,  he  ma¬ 
triculated  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School, 
in  Indiana,  where  he  studied  for  two  years.  He  also 
spent  two  years  at  the  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School, 
and  from  Amherst  College  was  graduated  in  1917 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  One  year  he 
spent  as  secretary  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  at  Amherst  College;  and  then,  attended 
the  Law  School  of  Harvard  University. 

Admitted,  in  1922,  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
took  up  at  once,  in  February  of  that  year,  his  gen¬ 
eral  practice  of  the  law,  in  association  with  the  firm 
of  Cunningham  and  Fisher,  with  which  his  father  had 
long  been  affiliated.  Remaining  with  this  firm  until 
the  death  of  Samuel  Cunningham,  in  August,  1930, 
which  brought  the  professional  relationship  to  a 
close,  he  became  connected,  in  January,  1931,  with 
W.  M.  Ruddock  in  the  law  firm  of  Fisher  and  Rud¬ 
dock.  They  have  since  been  engaged  in  a  general 
practice  of  law,  and  have  been  eminently  successful. 
To  his  father’s  legal  reputation  the  son  has  already 
added  the  strength  of  his  own  individuality,  so  that 


the  name  of  Fisher  today  stands  among  the  leaders 
in  Indiana. 

His  professional  knowledge  and  skill  have,  of 
course,  drawn  Mr.  Fisher  into  business  life;  and  he 
holds  a  place  of  warm  esteem  among  the  commer¬ 
cial  leaders  of  his  city.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Savings  and  Trust  Company  of  Indiana.  His  politi¬ 
cal  alignment  is  with  the  Republican  party,  of  whose 
principles  he  has  always  been  a  supporter.  He  is 
active  in  fraternal  and  social  groups,  too,  particu¬ 
larly  as  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity, 
which  he  joined  in  his  student  days;  the  Indiana 
Country  Club;  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  of  Indiana; 
and  the  Amherst  Club  of  New  York  City.  He 
belongs  also  to  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  through  its 
medium  has  supported  many  a  worth  while  civic 
project  in  his  community.  In  the  First  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  Indiana,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
session  and  one  of  the  prominent  workers.  Into  all 
his  work  and  all  his  varied  affiliations,  Mr.  Fisher 
has  consistently  put  his  best  energies  and  his  fullest 
measure  of  enthusiasm,  with  the  result  that  he  is 
esteemed  and  respected  in  his  city  as  are  few  men, 
and  is  in  a  position  to  render  most  valuable  service 
in  professional  and  civic  life. 

Robert  Miller  Fisher  married,  on  June  21,  1925, 
Gladys  Washburn,  of  Oakland,  California,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  E.  E.  and  Bertha  (Williams)  Washburn.  By 
this  marriage  there  have  been  two  children:  1.  Mary 
Washburn,  born  on  May  9,  1926.  2.  John  Stuchell, 
2d,  born  August  2,  1927. 


HARRY  E.  PEBLY — Nearly  three  years  of  pro¬ 
fessional  work  were  lost  to  Harry  E.  Pebly,  super¬ 
vising  principal  of  the  Sharpsville  schools  since 
1927,  by  reason  of  the  World  War.  Like  many 
thousands  of  other  young  men  of  that  period,  he 
quickly  answered  the  call  to  arms  and  served  in 
the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States  with 
credit  and  unfaltering  courage.  His  later  association 
with  the  public  school  system  of  this  section  of  the 
Shenango  Valley  has  been  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
personnel  of  the  educational  field. 

He  was  born  at  Latrobe,  Pennsylvania,  May  24, 
1894,  a  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Sarah  A.  (Bossert) 
Pebly,  his  father  being  an  extensive  operator  in 
building  contracting  in  the  Shenango  Valley.  He 
was  a  son  of  John  Pebly  and  the  family  has  long 
been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  in  civic  and  fraternal  affairs.  Harry  E.  Pebly 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Latrobe,  later 
attending  Thiel  College,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1917,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  then  matriculated 
at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  for  a  post-graduate 
course,  which  was  interrupted  by  the  call  to  military 
service.  In  August,  1917,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  317th  Infantry,  commissioned  as  a  second  lieu¬ 
tenant.  He  went  overseas  with  the  American  Expe¬ 
ditionary  Forces  in  May,  1918,  and  served  there  until 
June,  1919,  participating  in  the  actions  in  the  Meuse- 
Argonne  sector  and  later  with  the  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion  in  Alsace-Lorraine.  His  contingent  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  he  was  honorably  mustered 
out  of  the  service  at  Camp  Lee,  June  14,  1919.  Early 
in  the  following  year  he  became  active  in  the  edu¬ 
cational  field,  his  first  important  post  being  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Monaca,  Beaver  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  remained  until  1921,  when  he 
accepted  the  position  of  high  school  principal  at 


PENNSYLVANIA 


29 


Sharpsville.  He  filled  this  position  with  ability 
until  1927,  when  his  work  was  rewarded  by  appoint¬ 
ment  as  supervising  principal  of  the  system,  in  which 
work  he  has  since  been  engaged. 

Mr.  Pebly  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
and  kindred  organizations  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Education  Association,  the  Association  of 
District  Superintendents  and  other  organizations.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  American  Legion  and  to  the 
Motor  Club  and  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Sharon,  and 
attends  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Harry  E.  Pebly  married,  October  17,  1921,  Esther 
H.  Roth,  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Dr.  T.  B.  Roth,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Harry  E.,  Jr.,  Esther  R.,  Robert  R., 
and  Ruth  R.  Pebly.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
109  Pierce  Avenue,  Sharpsville. 


JESSE  CUNNINGHAM  BAUGHMAN,  promi¬ 
nent  business  man  of  Blairsville,  widely  known  for 
successful  operations  as  distributor  of  automobiles, 
is  a  native  of  Blairsville,  and  was  born  April  10, 
1882,  son  of  Jonas  B.  and  Saloma  (Wonders) 
Baughman.  Jonas  B.  Baughman  was  a  native  of 
Youngstown,  Pennsylvania.  By  trade  a  skilled  smith 
and  carriage  maker,  he  established  himself  in  that 
trade  in  Blairsville  in  1883,  and  became  one  of  the 
community’s  leaders,  a  civic  factor  whose  efforts 
were  roundly  constructive.  His  death  occurred  on 
July  23,  1929.  Saloma  (Wonders)  Baughman  was 
a  native  of  Shellsberg,  Bedford  County;  and  she 
died  in  1889.  Both  were  interred  in  Blairsville, 
where  the  family  has  been  of  the  highest  standing 
since  establishment  here  half  a  century  ago. 

One  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  survive,  Jesse 
Cunningham  Baughman  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  graduated  with  the  good  scholastic 
markings  from  high  school.  His  first  business  affili¬ 
ation  was  with  the  Hamilton  Glass  Works,  of 
Blairsville.  After  three  years  of  valuable  experience 
in  those  works,  Mr.  Baughman  undertook  to  learn 
the  trade  of  carriage  making,  under  his  father,  and 
he  followed  the  trade  until  1908,  at  which  time,  with 
a  brother,  William  Ellsworth  Baughman  (q.  v.),  he 
bought  up  the  interests  of  their  father,  and  continued 
the  business  as  partners  till  1914,  steadily  engaging 
in  carriage  making  and  smithing  works.  The  auto¬ 
mobile  trade,  however,  had  been  encroaching  on 
their  business,  and  gradually  after  1914  Mr.  Baugh¬ 
man  turned  his  shop  into  a  garage.  In  1921  the 
brothers  established  the  present  garage  and  show 
rooms,  on  Stuart  Street.  From  1914  to  1920  the 
firm  handled  the  Dodge.  In  1920  the  Buick  was 
added.  In  1924  the  Buick  was  discontinued,  as  had 
been  the  Dodge  agency,  and  Mr.  Baughman  under¬ 
took  to  handle  the  Chevrolet,  at  that  time  a  four- 
cylinder  car.  With  the  great  popularity  of  this 
machine  in  1929-31,  which  gives  evidence  of  con¬ 
tinuing,  the  business  mounted  heavily,  and  is  main¬ 
tained  by  Mr.  Baughman  and  his  brother  on  the 
substantial,  conservative-progressive  lines  of  years 
past. 

Mr.  Baughman  has  many  other  interests  aside 
from  his  leadership  in  the  automotive  trade.  He 
places  his  money  in  projects  that  will  benefit  Blairs¬ 
ville,  the  county  and  State.  During  the  World  War, 
as  financial  factor,  he  assisted  valuably  in  encourag¬ 
ing  the  loan  campaigns,  and  has  always  been  relied 
upon  for  civic  help  in  time  of  need.  A  Republican, 
he  is  a  man  of  influence  in  the  circles  of  the  party. 


Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  406, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His 
church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  in  the  works  of 
which,  again,  he  is  relied  upon  for  his  assistance. 

On  September  28,  1919,  Mr.  Baughman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Elsie  M.  Patrick,  of  Mahaffey, 
daughter  of  Dallas  and  Sarah  (Weaver)  Patrick. 

Mr.  Baughman’s  offices  are  at  No.  244  South 
Stuart  Street,  Blairsville. 


WILLIAM  ELLSWORTH  BAUGHMAN— One 

of  the  well-known  business  men  of  his  native  town, 
Blairsville,  Indiana  County,  Mr.  Baughman  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  here 
in  association  with  his  older  brother,  Jesse  Cunning¬ 
ham  Baughman  (q.  v.),  this  business  being  the  suc¬ 
cessor  of  an  older  business  established  by  Mr. 
Baughman’s  father  and  devoted  to  the  carriage 
manufacture.  Though  business  has  always  received 
the  major  share  of  Mr.  Baughman’s  time  and  atten¬ 
tion,  he  has  also  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part  in 
other  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  at  all  times 
can  be  counted  upon  to  support  generously  any 
movement  or  enterprise  promising  to  further  civic 
progress  and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  town,  its 
people  and  its  institutions. 

William  Ellsworth  Baughman  was  born  at  Blairs¬ 
ville,  Indiana  County,  December  12,  1884,  a  son  of 
Jonas  B.  and  Saloma  (Wonders)  Baughman.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Youngstown,  Pennsylvania, 
his  mother  of  Shellsburg,  Bedford  County.  The 
former  died  on  July  23,  1929,  having  been  prede¬ 
ceased  by  his  wife,  who  died  in  1889.  Both  are 
buried  at  Blairsville.  The  older  Mr.  Baughman  was 
by  trade  a  blacksmith  and  carriage-maker  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  as  a  manufacturer  of  carriages  at 
Blairsville  in  1883.  It  was  in  this  business  that 
William  Ellsworth  Baughman  gained  his  first  ex¬ 
perience  after  having  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town.  In  1908  Mr.  Baughman,  together 
with  his  older  brother,  Jesse  Cunningham  Baugh¬ 
man,  bought  his  father’s  interest  in  the  business, 
which  the  two  brothers  continued  for  the  next  six 
years.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  manufacture 
of  carriages  had  gradually  declined  as  the  result  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  popularity  of  automobiles.  As 
long  ago  as  1914  Mr.  Baughman  and  his  brother  be¬ 
gan  to  change  their  carriage  manufacturing  business 
into  a  garage.  Eventually  the  two  brothers  built 
the  first  modern  and  spacious  garage  and  showrooms 
on  South  Stuart  Street,  Blairsville.  At  first,  from 
1914  until  1920,  the  firm  handled  Dodge  automobiles. 
Later,  in  1920,  they  became  distributors  for  the 
Buick  automobile.  In  1924  they  withdrew  from  that 
connection  and  since  then  Mr.  Baughman  and  his 
brother  have  been  the  local  representatives  of 
Chevrolet  automobiles.  They  have  built  up  a  large 
and  profitable  business,  which  has  become  known  as 
one  of  the  most  ably  conducted  establishments  of  its 
type  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Baugh¬ 
man  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  and  personally  has  considerable  real  estate 
holdings  in  Blairsville.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Blairsville  National  Bank.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  406,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Baughman  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
at  Blairsville. 
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CHARLES  H.  TRUBY— In  Apollo,  the  place 
of  his  birth  and  the  community  in  which  he  has 
done  so  much  valuable  work,  Charles  H.  Truby  is 
one  of  the  highly  esteemed  and  respected  citizens  and 
business  men.  Here  he  operates  a  retail  hardware 
store  under  his  own  name;  and,  though  he  has  held 
the  postmastership  in  Apollo  for  a  number  of  years, 
he  devotes  considerable  time  and  interest  to  his 
business,  in  which  his  associates  are  his  two  sons, 
Fred  J.  and  Simon  T.  Truby. 

Mr.  Truby,  the  father,  was  born  in  Apollo  on 
January  i,  1866,  son  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  (Hill) 
Truby,  both  natives  of  Armstrong  County,  the 
mother  born  in  Parks  Township  in  1821,  died  in 
1900,  and  the  father  born  in  this  county  in  1807.  He 
was  a  farmer  until  his  death  in  1887.  They  had 
nine  children. 

Of  these,  Charles  H.  Truby  early  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Apollo;  and,  after  finishing  his 
work  in  them,  began  work  in  the  steel  mills  of  this 
town  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  For  nineteen  years 
he  continued  his  labors  in  the  important  steel  indus¬ 
try  of  Pennsylvania,  but  in  1894  removed  to  Canton, 
Ohio,  where,  for  six  years,  he  was  connected  with 
the  building  and  operation  of  the  first  sheet  metal 
mill  of  that  city.  Returning,  at  the  end  of  the  six- 
year  period,  to  Apollo,  he  determined  to  enter  the 
hardware  business,  in  which  he  has  been  continu¬ 
ously  engaged  since  that  time.  The  business,  which 
caters  to  the  special  hardware  needs  of  the  Apollo 
consumers,  has  constantly  grown;  and,  with  Mr. 
Truby’s  two  sons  well  established  in  the  business, 
there  is  every  prospect  for  its  successful  continuance 
in  the  years  to  come. 

Though  Mr.  Truby  has  never  sought  public 
office,  the  appointment  to  the  postmastership  of 
Apollo  came  to  him  on  August  20,  1921,  at  the 
bestowal  of  President  Warren  G.  Harding;  and  on 
December  9,  1925,  and  January  9,  1931,  he  was  re¬ 
appointed  to  the  office,  first  by  President  Coolidge 
and  next  by  President  Hoover.  His  political  adher¬ 
ence  he  has  always  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
of  whose  policies  and  candidates  he  has  been  a  sup¬ 
porter;  and  he  has  been  honored  by  other  offices,  as 
well  as  that  of  postmaster.  For  one  term  he  served 
as  county  commissioner  of  Armstrong  County.  In 
his  different  posts  of  civic  responsibility,  he  has  won 
and  held  the  admiration  and  respect  of  his  fellow- 
citizens;  for  he  has  been  able  to  do  a  great  deal,  in 
his  own  quiet  and  unassuming  way,  for  their  better¬ 
ment. 

Fraternal,  social  and  religious  life,  too,  have  been 
the  gainers  from  his  participation  in  these  phases  of 
Apollo  and  Pennsylvania  affairs.  Mr.  Truby  is 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  served  his  parish  as  president  of 
its  board  of  trustees.  He  has  always  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  has 
espoused  the  ideals  and  principles  of  the  order  in  his 
daily  life.  He  is  affiliated,  in  the  Masonic  organi¬ 
zation,  with  Apollo  Lodge,  No.  437;  Canton  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  34,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  Canton  Coun¬ 
cil,  No.  35,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  as  well  as 
with  Canton  Commandery,  No.  38,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  the  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Of  the  Coudersport 
Consistory,  Mr.  Truby  is  an  honorary  member.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Apollo  Luncheon  Club.  To  all 
of  these  groups,  fraternal  and  otherwise,  he  has  reg¬ 


ularly  brought  his  finest  energies,  strength  and  en¬ 
thusiasm;  and  his  place  today  is  a  high  one  in  the 
estimation  of  his  fellowmen  in  many  walks  of  life. 

Charles  H.  Truby  married,  in  June,  1887,  Carrie 
Johnston,  of  Apollo,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Thompson)  Johnston.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  four  children:  1.  Fred  J.  2.  Earl,  now  deceased. 
3.  Simon  T.  4.  Paul,  now  deceased.  Mr.  Truby  also 
has  four  grandchildren:  Charles  H.  Truby,  Jr., 
Simon  Thompson  Truby,  Carolyn  Truby,  and  Ruth 
Truby. 

In  his  leisure  time,  Mr.  Truby  is  fond  of  outdoor 
recreational  pursuits,  notably  hunting,  in  which  he 
indulges  to  a  considerable  extent  in  season. 


FRED  W.  MOSER — Founded  in  the  centennial 
year  of  American  independence,  the  Greenville 
“Progress”  has  been  conducted  with  growing  suc¬ 
cess  under  capable  management  and  on  sound  busi¬ 
ness  principles.  Since  1920  it  has  been  the  property 
of  Fred  W.  Moser,  who  has  demonstrated  his  high 
ability  as  an  editor  and  publisher  of  the  only  Demo¬ 
cratic  newspaper  in  Mercer  County.  The  “Prog¬ 
ress”  is  an  eight-page,  six-column  weekly,  with  a 
certified  circulation  of  nearly  1,500  copies.  Con¬ 
nected  with  the  paper  is  a  fully  equipped  job  print¬ 
ing  plant  that  does  a  prosperous  business,  also  owned 
and  managed  by  Mr.  Moser.  The  paper  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1876  by  A.  D.  Gillespie,  who  sold  the  prop¬ 
erty  to  Harpst  and  Huling,  which  firm  was  dissolved 
and  the  paper  then  came  under  the  ownership  of 
W.  F.  Harpst.  It  was  edited  by  Mr.  Harpst  until 
1907,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  Moser  and  Cutler, 
who,  in  turn,  sold  it  to  Fred  W.  Moser  in  1920. 

Fred  W.  Moser  was  born  in  Greenville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  March  11,  1874,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Schwilly)  Moser,  both  natives  of  Germany,  they 
coming  to  America  separately.  There  they  were 
married  and  settled  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Jacob  Moser  was  a  merchant  tailor,  who  was  an 
expert  in  his  line,  and  held  the  respect  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  in 

1919,  ten  years  after  his  wife,  who  was  sixty  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Francesca,  married  Dr. 
I.  H.  Hartman,  of  Reading.  2.  Fred  W.,  of  whom 
further.  3.  Estelle,  married  J.  M.  Hittle,  of  Green¬ 
ville.  4.  Nella,  deceased.  5.  Daniel,  deceased. 

Fred  W.  Moser  received  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  at  Thiel  College  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  and  timekeeper.  In 
the  period  between  his  high  school  course  and  that 
at  college  he  learned  the  printing  trade  and  following 
his  railroad  work  became  bookkeeper  and  manager 
of  a  high  class  laundry.  He  held  the  last-named  posi¬ 
tion  for  four  years  and  then  became  a  time-keeper 
in  the  railroad  shops  at  Bessemer.  Remaining  in 
that  occupation  for  several  years,  he  then  engaged  in 
the  printing  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Moser 
and  Cutter  until  his  purchase  of  the  “Progress”  in 

1920. 

Mr.  Moser  is  a  staunch  Democrat  and  has  taken 
a  lively  and  helpful  part  in  the  local  affairs  of  that 
political  party.  He  is  a  director  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Greenville  and  of  other  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  and  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Editors’ 
Association.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  affiliated  with 
Eureka  Lodge,  No.  290,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mount  Calvary 
Commandery,  No.  67,  Knights  Templar,  Zem  Zem 
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Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  Alhambra  Lodge,  No.  293,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  Greenville  Lodge,  No.  276, 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee; 
Immortelle  Commandery,  Knights  of  Malta.  He  is 
also  a  director  of  the  Greenville  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Fred  W.  Moser  married,  November  15,  1904,  Ella 
B.  Emery,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Emery,  of  Greenville,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Marvin  E.,  in  the  Cadet  Flying  Corps  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Aviation.  The 
family  residence  is  maintained  at  No.  5  Penn  Street, 
Greenville. 


WILLIAM  TRUSCOTT  CANAN  —  The  fact 
that  Mr.  Canan  was  reelected  in  1931  to  serve  a 
third  term  as  city  controller  of  Altoona,  Blair 
County,  clearly  indicates,  how  greatly  his  fellow- 
citizens  appreciate  his  eminent  services  in  this  impor¬ 
tant  and  responsible  office.  By  profession  a  teacher 
and  later  an  accountant,  Mr.  Canan  followed  his 
profession  actively  and  successfully  during  the  earlier 
part  of  his  career  and  until  he  entered  public  life 
some  eight  years  ago.  Highly  respected  as  an  excep¬ 
tionally  able,  efficient  and  conscientious  public  offi¬ 
cial,  Mr.  Canan  also  enjoys  great  popularity  as  the 
result  of  his  attractive  personality.  He  is  a  very 
popular  member  of  numerous  civic,  fraternal  and 
social  organizations  and  has  been  especially  active  in 
Masonic  affairs.  He  is  also  one  of  Altoona’s  best 
known  amateur  musicians  and  one  of  the  leading 
figures  in  the  city’s  musical  life.  Through  his  various 
activities,  both  in  and  out  of  public  life,  Mr.  Canan 
has  made  for  himself  a  position  of  importance  and 
influence  in  his  native  city,  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  which  are  always  his  chief  concerns. 

William  Truscott  Canan  was  born  at  Altoona, 
Blair  County,  July  12,  1895,  a  son  of  William  Dean 
and  Sarah  (Oppy)  Canan.  His  father,  who  was  born 
at  Johnstown  in  1863,  and  who  died  March  16,  1925, 
was  for  many  years  store  manager  for  the  stores  of 
various  coal  companies  in  Blair,  Cambria  and  West¬ 
moreland  counties.  Mr.  Canan’s  mother  is  also  a 
native  of  Johnstown,  where  she  was  born  in  18 66. 
She  is  still  living.  One  of  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  Mr.  Canan  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  Altoona  and  was  graduated  from  the 
local  high  school  in  1912.  Immediately  afterwards 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Altoona  Coal  and  Coke 
Company  as  a  mine  clerk  at  Coupon,  retaining  this 
position  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
he  entered  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he 
pursued  a  course  in  economics  and  business  adminis¬ 
tration  and  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Economics  in  1917. 
At  that  time  he  became  district  agent  for  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  continuing 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  very  successfully  until  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army,  soon  after  this 
country  had  entered  the  World  War.  However,  he 
was  not  destined  to  see  active  service,  for  soon  after 
he  had  enlisted,  he  was  stricken  with  an  illness,  which 
confined  him  to  hospitals  for  twenty  weeks  and  dis¬ 
qualified  him  for  active  army  service.  After  he  had 
recovered  his  health,  in  1918,  Mr.  Canan  became 
an  instructor  in  the  science  department  of  the  Al¬ 
toona  High  School.  During  this  period  he  also 
directed  the  student  publication,  as  he  had  done  dur¬ 
ing  his  own  student  days  at  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 


burgh,  and  coached  the  high  school  track  team.  In 
1919  he  was  transferred  to  the  mathematics  depart¬ 
ment,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1920.  He 
was  then  elected  principal  of  the  Hollidaysburg  High 
School,  a  position  he  filled  very  successfully  until 
1923.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
city  controller  of  Altoona.  He  was  reelected  in  1927 
and  again  in  1931.  He  has  given  the  city  an  excep¬ 
tionally  efficient  administration  in  his  important  office 
and,  as  required  by  the  State  laws,  he  has  also  each 
year  audited  the  accounts  of  the  school  district.  Since 
the  creation  of  the  city  pension  commission  he  has 
served  as  secretary  of  that  body.  Mr.  Canan  is  a 
mathematician  of  unusual  ability,  having  acquired  his 
knowledge  of  this  subject  and  of  other  subjects  not 
only  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  but  also  by 
studying  courses  at  the  LaSalle  Extension  University 
and  the  Alexander  Hamilton  Institute,  of  both  of 
which  he  is  a  graduate.  His  two  chief  hobbies  are 
music  and  Masonry.  Pie  is  a  member  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  616,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
he  is  a  Past  Master;  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  189, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  High 
Priest;  Mountain  Council,  No.  9,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  of  which  he  is  Thrice  Illustrious  Master; 
Mountain  Commandery,  No.  10,  Knights  Templar, 
of  which  he  is  organist  and  floor  officer;  Jaffa  Tem¬ 
ple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  which  he  is  organist;  Altoona  Court,  No. 
70,  Royal  Order  of  Jesters,  of  which  he  is  organist; 
Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Consistory  Choir; 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is  Grand 
Steward.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Blair  County  Historical  Society.  Ever 
since  his  college  days  he  has  maintained  membership 
in  Phi  Delta  Theta  Fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Canan  is  not  married.  He  makes  his  home  in 
Altoona,  where  his  offices  are  located  in  the  city  hall. 


H.  WALLACE  THOMAS — As  a  young  man, 
immediately  following  his  graduation  from  college, 
Mr.  Thomas  became  identified  with  the  Diamond 
Glassware  Company  of  Indiana.  Ever  since  then  he 
has  continued  to  be  connected  with  this  well-known 
and  successful  manufacturing  business,  of  which  he 
is  now  superintendent,  general  manager,  secretary, 
treasurer,  and  a  director.  Much  of  its  success  is 
attributable  to  Mr.  Thomas’  unusual  ability.  The 
energy,  which  he  has  devoted  to  the  management  of 
this  company,  has  not  prevented  Mr.  Thomas  from 
participating  extensively  in  other  phases  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  life.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  automobile  business,  be¬ 
ing  also  interested  in  two  motor  coach  lines.  Poli¬ 
tics,  civic  and  fraternal  affairs,  as  well  as  social  and 
religious  activities,  all  alike  have  engaged  Mr. 
Thomas’  interest  and  in  all  of  them  he  has  long  been 
a  leader. 

H.  Wallace  Thomas  was  born  at  Jacksonville, 
Indiana  County,  May  10,  1877,  a  son  of  the  late 
Israel  and  Mary  (Fleming)  Thomas.  Plis  father, 
who  was  born  in  Armstrong  Township,  Indiana 
County,  and  who  died  in  1896,  was  a  merchant.  Mr. 
Thomas’  mother  also  was  a  native  of  Armstrong 
Township,  Indiana  County,  and  died  in  1895.  One 
of  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  are  now 
living,  Mr.  Thomas  received  his  early  education  in 
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the  public  schools  and  then  attended  the  State  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Teachers’  College  at  Indiana.  After 
graduating  from  that  institution  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Diamond  Glassware  Company,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  table-ware,  with  which  company  he 
has  continued  to  be  connected  ever  since  then.  His 
first  position  was  with  the  factory  department. 
Eventually  he  became  superintendent  and  general 
manager  of  the  company,  which  positions  he  has  held 
for  the  past  ten  years.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the 
company  and  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors.  In 
1917  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  J.  C.  McGregor  formed 
the  partnership  of  McGregor  and  Thomas.  The  firm 
are  the  local  dealers  in  Dodge  motor  cars,  represent¬ 
ing  this  well-known  make  of  automobiles  in  Indiana 
County.  They  also  operate  several  bus  lines,  one 
between  Indiana  and  Dubois  and  another  between 
Mahaffey  and  Indiana.  The  business  has  enjoyed 
steady  growth  and  prosperity  and  has  expanded  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  now  employs  twenty-five  peo¬ 
ple.  The  firm  owns  two  garages,  and  its  spacious 
show  rooms  are  located  at  No.  565  Water  Street, 
Indiana.  In  politics  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  staunch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party  and  for  many  years 
he  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his  leisure  time  to 
political  activities,  as  a  result  of  which  he  has  be¬ 
come  widely  known  throughout  the  county.  Many 
years  ago,  during  1909-12,  he  served  as  sheriff  of 
Indiana  County.  For  eight  years  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Indiana  Town  Council  and  during  1920-25 
he  served  as  burgess  of  Indiana.  For  the  past 
twenty  years  he  has  been  county  chairman  of  the 
Republican  party  in  Indiana  County  and  naturally 
his  position  in  political  circles  is  one  of  importance 
and  influence.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  931, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Lodge 
No.  346,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  the 
Royal  Arcanum;  the  Indiana  Country  Club;  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club;  and  the  Rotary  Club.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Thomas  married  (first),  in  1902,  Charlotte 
Barnhart,  who  died  in  1917.  He  married  (second), 
in  March,  1923,  Myrtle  McFarland,  of  Rossiter, 
Indiana  County,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Annie 
(Ellenberg)  McFarland.  The  family  residence  is 
located  at  No.  1021  Washington  Street,  Indiana. 


GEORGE  W.  SHAFFER— A  veteran  of  three 
wars  and  by  trade  a  carpenter,  but  now  retired, 
George  W.  Shaffer  has  been  elevated  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  of  Armstrong  County  to  the  office  of  high 
sheriff.  By  training  and  experience  he  is  admirably 
fitted  for  the  position,  which  is  fraught  with  great 
responsibility.  Mr.  Shaffer’s  father,  Henry  Shaffer, 
born  in  Somerset,  Pennsylvania,  in  1844,  died  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1922,  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  War  as  a 
member  of  the  21st  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cav¬ 
alry;  following  the  war,  he  pursued  his  trade  of 
carpenter.  He  married  Nancy  Belle  Stivanson,  born 
in  Kittanning  in  1852,  died  in  July,  1920.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  are  living. 

Born  in  Somerset,  Somerset  County,  December 
21,  1878,  George  W.  Shaffer  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Kittanning,  and  then  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
many  years.  In  May,  1898,  he  enlisted  for  the 
Spanish- American  War,  was  assigned  to  Company 
E,  15th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
in  the  service  until  January,  1899.  He  later  was 
made  a  sergeant  of  Company  C,  28th  United  States 
Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  suppression  of  the 


Filipino  Insurrection.  From  1901  to  1904  he  served 
in  the  7th  United  States  Infantry  (Regular  Army), 
stationed  at  different  times  in  Alaska  and  at  San 
Francisco,  California.  From  1904  to  1917  he  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  as  carpenter  and  contractor  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  In  the  latter  year  he  enlisted  for  the 
World  War  and  received  the  commission  of  captain 
of  Company  L,  15th  United  States  Regular  Army 
Regiment,  and  served  in  Northern  China  and  Russia. 
He  later  was  with  the  50th  Infantry,  Army  of  Occu¬ 
pation,  in  Germany.  He  returned  to  the  United 
States  in  1920,  and  again  took  up  his  carpentry  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  pursued  until  1929. 

In  the  latter  year,  Mr.  Shaffer,  as  a  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party,  was  elected  sheriff  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  He  is  a  member  of  Armstrong  Post, 
American  Legion,  at  Kittanning;  the  Sons  of  Veter¬ 
ans;  and  the  Spanish- American  War  Veterans.  At 
different  times  he  has  served  as  commander  of  each 
local  organization  of  these  veteran  associations. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  203,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Sheriff  Shaffer  married,  July  7,  1926,  Marie  J. 
Murphy,  of  Manor  Township,  Armstrong  County, 
the  daughter  of  Squire  James  J.  and  Rosanna  (Sny¬ 
der)  Murphy. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON  STEWART,  M. 

D. — In  the  practice  of  medicine,  Alexander  Hamilton 
Stewart,  M.  D.,  holds  a  place  of  leadership  and 
esteem  among  his  fellowmen  in  the  city  of  Indiana. 
A  native  of  Indiana  County,  he  is  thoroughly  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  people  and  traditions  of  his  State, 
and  so  is  in  a  position  to  take  a  most  helpful  part  in 
general  civic  and  social  life  here,  as  well  as  in  the 
great  work  of  his  profession. 

Dr.  Stewart  was  born  in  Plumbville,  Indiana 
County,  July  22,  1880,  a  member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  and  a  son  of  J.  Harvey  and  Mary  K. 
(Miller)  Stewart.  His  father  was  born  in  Indiana 
County,  his  native  township  having  been  that  of 
Rayne,  and  was  a  school  teacher  by  profession;  he 
died  in  1898.  The  mother  was  born  in  South  Ma¬ 
honing  Township,  this  same  county.  In  the  schools 
of  Indiana  he  received  his  early  education,  finishing 
his  high  school  course  here  in  1897.  He  then  entered 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  at  Indiana 
and  afterward  became  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  attended  the  medical,  school 
and  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1907. 
An  interneship  of  nine  months  fitted  him  for  the 
active  work  of  his  practice;  and  this  interneship  he 
served  at  Columbia  Hospital,  in  Wilkinsburg.  He 
then  took  up  his  professional  work  at  Marion  Cen¬ 
ter,  Indiana  County,  where  he  remained  for  six 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  associated  him¬ 
self,  as  physician,  with  the  J.  H.  Weaver.  Coal 
Company,  at  Idamar,  Indiana  County,  continuing 
with  them  for  two  years  and  nine  months.  For 
seven  months  he  was  at  Winber  Hospital,  Winber, 
Pennsylvania;  and  then,  on  January  1,  1916,  he  came 
to  Indiana,  where,  since  that  time,  he  has  been 
actively  practicing  medicine.  His  work  is  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  nature,  not  confined  to  any  specially. 

Active  in  the  general  affairs  of  the  medical  craft, 
Dr.  Stewart  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  County 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  secretary;  and. he. is 
also  a  trustee  and  councillor  for  the  Ninth  District 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  belongs,  too,  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
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tion,  and  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of 
Physicians.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  medical 
staff  of  Indiana  County  Hospital. 

Keenly  interested  in  the  civic  and  social  life  of  his 
city  and  State,  Dr.  Stewart  has  concerned  himself  a 
great  deal  with  the  well-being  of  his  fellow-citizens; 
and  he  has  given  freely  of  his  knowledge  and  skill 
to  the  betterment  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  notably  of  its  health  conditions.  A  Republi¬ 
can  in  his  political  views,  he  is  a  staunch  supporter 
of  his  party  and  its  policies  and  principles;  and  from 
1920  to  1924,  he  served  as  coroner.  For  twelve 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  Indi¬ 
ana.  A  member,  too,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  he  belongs,  in  this  order,  to  Lodge  No.  313, 
to  Pittsburgh  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  and  to  other  bodies.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  is  one  of  its  past  presi¬ 
dents.  He  serves,  among  his  other  positions,  as 
company  surgeon  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  Railroad.  In 
all  his  work  he  has  continuously  proven  his  abilities 
for  handling  effectively  and  well  the  affairs  entrusted 
to  him;  and  his  membership  in  a  number  of  large 
organizations,  professional  and  otherwise,  have  been 
of  decided  advantage  to  these  groups. 

Dr.  Alexander  Hamilton  Stewart  married,  on 
August  19,  1908,  Maude  V.  Cameron,  of  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  G.  and  Jane  (Wil¬ 
son)  Cameron.  To  this  marriage  there  were  born 
three  children:  1.  John  H.,  born  January  31,  1911, 
educated  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  College.  2.  Jane 
E.,  born  September  22,  1913,  educated  at  Hood 
College.  3.  Alexander  H.,  Jr.,  born  April  17,  1916, 
now  in  high  school  in  Indiana. 

In  his  leisure  time,  Dr.  Stewart  is  fond  of  outdoor 
life,  and  is  particularly  fond,  now  and  then,  of  go¬ 
ing  on  a  hunting  expedition,  shooting  being  one  of 
his  hobbies. 


HON.  FRANK  L.  FAY — As  a  business  leader 
and  successful  legislator,  Hon.  Frank  L.  Fay,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate  from  Green¬ 
ville,  holds  a  wide  renown  throughout  the  manu¬ 
facturing  and  political  realm  in  which  he  has  long 
been  actively  engaged.  From  his  boyhood  on  Sen¬ 
ator  Fay  has  been  a  practical  student  of  large  indus¬ 
trial  operations  and  has  applied  the  knowledge  thus 
gained  to  his  private  enterprises,  as  well  as  to  his 
legislative  obligations.  In  both  of  these  his  success 
has  been  notable  and  in  the  halls  of  the  State  Capitol 
at  Harrisburg  he  has  been  the  instrument  through 
which  his  constituents  have  profited  by  the  enactment 
of  much  constructive  legislation.  Senator  Fay  is  a 
large  employer  of  labor  and  an  executive  of  great 
ability,  as  well  as  a  shrewd  and  watchful  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  people  who  have  entrusted  him  with  their 
civic  welfare. 

He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  18,  1869,  a 
son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Murray)  Fay,  attended 
the  public  schools  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  then  went  to  work  as  a  messenger  for  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  He  learned 
telegraphy  and  became  an  operator,  working  at  that 
occupation  and  as  station  agent  for  a  number  of  rail¬ 
roads  for  several  years.  He  afterward  became  an 
accountant  for  the  Bessemer  Railroad  at  Greenville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  remained  thus  employed  from 
1903  to  1910,  when  he  resigned  and  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Greenville  Metal  Products  Company, 
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manufacturers  of  automobile  parts.  Soon  after  he 
entered  the  service  of  this  corporation  the  plant 
began  the  manufacture  of  steel  railroad  cars  and 
the  title  of  the  company  was  changed  to  the  Green¬ 
ville  Steel  Car  Company.  In  1916  control  of  tthf 
industry  passed  to  Mr.  Fay,  who  began  his  execu* 
tive  work  with  such  wisdom  and  business  ability  that 
he  developed  a  comparatively  small  enterprise  into 
one  of  large  proportions,  employing  several  hun¬ 
dreds  of  hands  and  producing  an  output  of  the  high¬ 
est  quality,  with  a  wide  demand  and  extensive  dis¬ 
tribution.  In  1921  he  retired  from  active  leadership 
in  the  concern,  since  when  he  has  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  is  also  a  director 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Forgings  Company,  was  president 
of  the  Greenville  Chamber  of  Commerce,  president 
of  the  Greenville  Library  Association  and  of  the 
local  Red  Cross  and  hospital  associations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Greenville  Rotary  Club,  the  Bankers’ 
Club  of  America  of  New  York  City,  the  Union 
League  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Duquesne  Club 
of  Pittsburgh,  the  Congressional  Country  Club  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  the  International 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  member  of  the  advis¬ 
ory  board  of  the  American  Peace  Society.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  order  of  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

In  1926  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  and  re¬ 
elected  in  1930.  His  committee  memberships  include 
the  following:  Appropriations,  banks  and  building 
and  loan  associations,  canals  and  inland  navigation, 
Congressional  apportionment,  corporations,  educa¬ 
tion,  judicial  apportionment,  law  and  order,  mines 
and  mining,  municipal  affairs,  pensions  and  gratuities, 
public  roads  and  highways,  public  supply  of  light, 
heat  and  water,  and  railroads,  of  which  last-named 
he  is  chairman,.  Senator  Fay  attends  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  He  is  known  as  a  man  of  charitable 
impulses  and  his  philanthropies  are  numerous  and 
generous. 

Frank  L.  Fay  married,  in  1896,  Marie  Wells,  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four 
chlidren:  Helen,  Wells,  James,  and  Florence. 


JAMES  ELMER  PETERMAN,  M.  D.— Suc¬ 
ceeding  to  the  practice  of  his  late  father  at  Cherry 
Tree,  Indiana  County,  Dr.  James  E.  Peterman  gave 
up  a  lucrative  professional  practice  in  Baltimore, 
and  has  brought  to  this  section  of  the  State  the  fruits 
of  a  ripe  experience  in  the  medical  field.  He  is 
prominently  connected  with  associational  interests 
of  the  medical  profession,  is  a  State  school  examiner, 
and  in  1931  was  Republican  candidate  for  county 
coroner. 

Dr.  Peterman’s  father,  Dr.  James  Harvey  Peter¬ 
man,  practiced  at  Cherry  Tree  and  in  the  vicinity  for 
thirty-five  years.  Born  in  Rayne  Township,  Indiana 
County,  August  24,  1869,  he  graduated  from  Balti¬ 
more  Medical  College  (now  a  part  of  the  University 
of  Maryland)  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
in  the  class  of  1895.  He  began  practice  at  Cherry 
Tree  and  so  continued  until  his  death,  March  15, 
1930.  He  was  president  of  the  school  board  of 
Cherry  Tree  for  twenty-five  years,  and  was  a  politi¬ 
cal  leader  of  his  party  in  Indiana  County.  He  also 
served  as  county  committeeman  for  his  district,  and 
was  a  director  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank 
of  Cherry  Tree.  A  member  of  Ebensberg  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  also  belonged  to  the 
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Scottish  Rite  Consistory  at  Williamsport  and  to 
Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  Altoona.  At  Cherry  Tree  he  was 
surgeon  to  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  for  its  employees.  He  also  filled  the  positions 
of  school  examiner  and  health  officer  at  Cherry  Tree 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  married  Emma  Jane 
Wilhelm,  born  in  Rayne  Township,  Indiana  County, 
who  survives  her  husband.,  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  and  of  this  number  three  survive. 

James  Elmer  Peterman  was  born  at  Cherry  Tree, 
May  8,  1899.  He  received  his  early  and  preparatory 
education  in  the  grade  and  high  school  of  his  home 
town,  and  graduated  from  Baltimore  City  College, 
Maryland,  in  the  class  of  1916.  He  took  his  pre¬ 
medical  work  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
graduated  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  University 
of  Maryland  in  1923.  His  interneship  was  served  in 
the  South  Baltimore  General  Hospital  for  one  year, 
and  for  a  similar  time  he  was  resident  surgeon  at  the 
same  hospital. 

Dr.  Peterman  entered  practice  in  Baltimore  and 
remained  in  that  city  until  1930,  when  he  returned 
to  Cherry  Tree  to  take  over  the  practice  left  by  his 
father  at  his  death  that  year.  During  his  stay  in 
Baltimore  he  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  South 
Baltimore  General  Hospital  and  of  the  staff  of 
Franklin  Square  Hospital;  he  also  served  as  surgeon 
for  the  Baltimore  City  Fire  Department  and  as  sur¬ 
geon  for  the  Maryland  Racing  Commission.  He  has 
succeeded  his  father  as  surgeon  to  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  Company.  He  is  a  member  and 
secretary  of  the  staff  of  the  Miners’  Hospital  at 
Spangler  and  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Indiana 
Hospital  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  strong 
member  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  American  Medical  Association,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Medical  Society,  Indiana  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Society,  Omega  Upsilon  Phi  and  Theta  Nu 
Epsilon  fraternities,  the  American  Legion  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chetremon  Country  Club,  and  his  hobbies  are  hunt¬ 
ing  and  the  links.  His  official  address  and  residence 
are  in  Cherry  Tree. 


BROWN  KITTRIDGE  THACKER  —  Born 
March  16,  1880,  at  Waukegan,  Illinois,  Brown  Kit- 
tridge  Thacker  comes  of  pioneer  stock  in  that  State, 
and  is  a  son  of  Harry  and  Hattie  Thacker,  his  father 
for  many  years  having  engaged  at  business  as  a 
jeweler  in  Waukegan.  He  secured  his  preparatory 
academic  training  in  the  public  schools,  attended 
Western  State  Teachers  College  at  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan,  for  three  years,  graduating  in  1912,  and 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Geneva 
College,  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  in  1921.  Mean¬ 
while,  having  begun  his  career  as  an  educator, 
he  became  principal  of  the  elementary  schools  of 
Waukegan.  He  continued  at  his  work  there  until 
1911,  when  he  came  to  New  Castle  as  principal  of 
the  old  North  Street  Junior  High  School.  The  name 
was  changed  to  George  Washington  Junior  High 
when  a  new  school  edifice  was  erected  in  1928,  and 
Mr.  Thacker  continues  as  principal  of  the  school. 
His  work  as  an  educator  has  always  been  faithful 
and  devoted,  and  he  is  given  the  distinction  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  junior  high  school  field  by  colleagues 
throughout  the  State.  Hand  in  hand  with  his  posi¬ 
tion  here,  during  summer  vacation  periods,  he  has 
carried  forward  his  education  as  a  student  at  Colum¬ 
bia,  New  York  City,  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 


and  the  University  of  Chicago,  his  studies  at  these 
three  institutions  leading  to  a  Master  of  Arts  degree. 
Much  interested  in  the  general  affairs  of  New  Castle, 
where  he  has  spent  twenty  years  at  his  profession 
and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Thacker  is  a 
Republican  and  staunchly  supports  the  principles 
and  candidates  of  that  organization.  During  the  war 
with  Spain,  1898,  he  served  in  the  Navy,  though  only 
eighteen  years  of  age;  and  when  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  War  in  April,  1917,  he  did  his 
utmost  for  the  cause  as  a  private  citizen,  contribut¬ 
ing  with  liberality  to  the  various  patriotic  funds  of 
the  war-time  period.  He  holds  the  thirty-second 
degree  as  member  of  the  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  at  New  Castle,  and  belongs  to 
all  York  Rite  bodies  below  the  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In 
1928  he  was  elected  president  of  the  New  Castle 
Lions  Club,  of  which  he  continues  an  active  mem¬ 
ber;  and  he  is  a  communicant  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Thacker  married,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  Juliet 
Quinn  Baker,  and  they  have  two  children:  1.  Harry 
Brown  Thacker,  born  in  1920.  2.  Ben  Clayton 

Thacker,  born  May  23,  1930.  The  family  residence 
in  New  Castle  is  at  No.  28  Knox  Avenue.  Mr. 
Thacker’s  offices  are  in  the  Washington  Junior 
High  School  Building. 


GEORGE  CLARK  MARTIN,  M.  D.— The  son 

of  a  physician  and  surgeon,  Dr.  George  C.  Martin, 
of  Clymer,  is  following  in  his  father’s  footsteps  with 
devotion  to  his  profession.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War  and  allied  with  the  principal  medical 
organizations. 

Dr.  Martin’s  father,  Dr.  George  Martin,  was  born 
in  Martintown,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1858.  He  graduated  with  his  degree  from  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  1885,  and  practiced  in  Conemaugh 
for  thirty-five  years.  He  was  also  surgeon  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  He  died  August 
13,  1926.  He  married,  in  1885,  Mary  Clark,  born  at 
Cherry  Tree,  Indiana  County,  in  1867.  She  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  at  his  death. 

Dr.  George  Clark  Martin  was  born  in  Cambria 
County  at  Conemaugh,  August  10,  1899,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  schools  and  the  Johnstown 
High  School,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1917. 
He  next  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
where  he  received  his  degree  as  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  1921.  For  one  year  he  taught  in  the  Conemaugh 
High  School,  and  then  took  post-graduate  work  at 
West  Virginia  University.  This  he  followed  with  a 
course  at  Temple  University  Medical  School,  which 
gave  him  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  gradu¬ 
ation  in  the  class  of  1928.  He  served  a  six  months’ 
interneship  at  Greensburg  (Pennsylvania)  Hospital, 
and  six  months  at  Washington  (Pennsylvania)  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Dr.  Martin  began  practice  at  Clymer,  Indiana 
County,  in  the  fall  of  1929,  and  has  since  been  thus 
engaged.  He  served  in  the  World  War  as  a  member 
of  the  Student  Army  Training  Corps.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  Indiana 
County  Medical  Society.  Among  his  other  affilia¬ 
tions  are  the  American  Legion;  Benjamin  Franklin 
Lodge,  No.  753,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and 
Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Morgantown,  West  Virginia. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  George  Clark  Martin  married,  July  31,  1923, 
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Mary  Edna  Rector,  of  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia, 
the  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Olive  (Bennett)  Rector. 
They  have  two  daughters:  i.  Patricia  Nan,  born 
May  1 3,  1924.  2.  Mary  Olive,  born  March  20,  1930. 


JOHN  F.  BISCHOFF— Rarely  does  one  en¬ 
counter  a  man  whose  active  career  demonstrates  the 
versatility  and  all-round  business  ability  to  be  found 
in  the  record  of  John  F.  Bischoff,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Sharon.  He 
has  studied  accountancy,  statistics,  banking,  and  con¬ 
tinues  these  interests  in  conjunction  with  his  respon¬ 
sible  duties  as  chamber  secretary.  His  record  has 
been  one  of  unusual  accomplishment  from  the  outset 
of  his  career.  Native  of  Philadelphia,  he  was  born 
April  26,  1892,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Lucy 
(Lodge)  Bischoff,  the  family  of  Bischoff  having 
long  been  represented  by  worthy  members  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  Mr.  Bischoff  secured 
a  sound  academic  foundation  for  more  advanced 
studies,  matriculated  then  in  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  while  attending  classes  there  held  a 
position  with  the  motive  power  office  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  system.  It  was  a  heavy  load  to 
carry,  yet  he  contrived  to  fill  his  post  on  the  road 
and  to  distinguish  himself  scholastically  at  the  same 
time,  contriving  the  introduction  of  several  innova¬ 
tions  for  expediting  the  business  of  the  motive  power 
office,  and  making  himself  one  of  the  valued  men  of 
the  department.  After  his  course  at  the  University, 
Mr.  Bischoff  next  became  manager  and  accountant 
for  an  automotive  company,  and  has  since  engaged 
frequently  as  an  accountant,  likewise  having  many 
commissions  as  economic  designer,  specializing  in  the 
designing  and  installation  of  new  systems  of  ac¬ 
counting  and  general  business.  As  an  accountant 
he  has  a  splendid  foundation  academically,  for  he 
studied  accountancy  at  the  well-known  Wharton 
School,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  before  securing 
a  wide  practical  experience. 

With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Bischoff  put  aside  his  proper  ca¬ 
reer  and  went  to  training  camp.  Assigned  to  the  reg¬ 
ular  cavalry  in  the  army,  he  was  given  a  permanent 
commission  as  first  lieutenant,  but  resigned  from 
military  service  at  the  termination  of  the  war  to 
pursue  his  more  interesting  career  as  a  civilian.  His 
retention  by  several  leading  companies  as  account¬ 
ancy  system  designer  has  attested  his  ability  in  that 
line,  particularly  since  the  period  of  the  war.  One 
of  his  interesting  assignments  was  the  design  and  in¬ 
stallation  of  a  complete  system  for  the  S.  J.  Gully 
Bank  in  Farwell,  Mercer  County,  1929-30;  and  his 
work  was  so  satisfactory,  his  principals  being  so  well 
pleased,  that  he  became  cashier  of  the  institution. 
Mr.  Bischoff  has  been  continuously  devoted  to  the 
study  of  statistical  work  and  accounting,  taking  spe¬ 
cial  extension  courses  from  many  important  schools. 
Banking,  of  recent  years,  has  absorbed  him  more 
and  more.  Yet  he  does  not  permit  these  interests, 
absorbing  as  they  are,  to  stand  in  the  way  of  com¬ 
plete  fulfilment  of  his  responsibility  as  secretary  of 
the  Sharon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  chamber  here  was  founded  in  1915,  as  the 
outgrowth  of  the  old-time  Civic  Association.  T.  C. 
Fitz-Gibbon  was  the  principal  factor  in  its  formation, 
and  he  held  the  office  of  secretary  until  1919.  The 
first  president  was  Horace  Davis.  Prominent  in  the 
workings  of  the  chamber  in  Sharon  have  been  such 
leaders  as  George  Callard,  S.  C.  Ker,  Charles  Hun¬ 


ter,  Floyd  K.  Smith,  Harry  McDowell,  Plorace 
Davis;  and  the  present  membership  (1932)  is  around 
four  hundred.  R.  R.  Down  is  president,  C.  E. 
Brockway  and  Arthur  James  are  vice-presidents, 
John  H.  Evans  is  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Bischoff,  sec¬ 
retary,  which  office  he  assumed  in  1931.  Members 
of  the  board,  in  addition  to  those  named,  are:  M.  L. 
Fawcett,  T.  J.  Burke,  C.  H.  Gauchat,  J.  Smith 
Sharp,  P.  A.  Jones,  A.  R.  McGill,  and  Louis  Gold¬ 
berg.  Wide  awake  to  the  needs  and  opportunities 
of  Sharon,  Mr.  Bischoff,  as  secretary,  gives  the  or¬ 
ganization  the  careful,  far-seeing  administration  best 
suited  to  economic  development  of  the  city  and  its 
trading  area.  He  takes  a  prominent  role  in  all  of 
the  major  local  affairs  connected  in  any  way  with 
business,  is  active  as  a  Mason,  and  a  popular  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Legion.  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  for  several  years — such  has  been  the  variety  of 
his  career — Mr.  Bischoff  served  with  the  Mounted 
Police  of  Philadelphia.  Needless  to  say  he  is 
widely  known  through  the  State. 

Mr.  Bischoff  married  Nellie  (Hughes)  Smith, 
daughter  of  C.  W.  and  Lydia  Hughes,  of  Sharon. 
By  her  previous  marriage  Mrs.  Bischoff  has  a  son, 
Charles  E.  Smith,  who  is  married  and  has  a  son, 
Charles  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bischoff  have  a  son,  John 
F.  Bischoff,  Jr. 


JOHN  JACOB  McMURRAY— Serving  now  his 
second  consecutive  term  as  mayor  of  his  native  city, 
Altoona,  Blair  County,  Mr.  McMurray  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  second  chief  executive  of  this 
city  to  be  his  own  immediate  successor  and  of  being 
the  first  native  son  of  Altoona  to  have  reached  the 
highest  local  office  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  That  the  people  of  Altoona  appreciated  his 
services  as  mayor  was  clearly  shown  at  the  end  of 
his  first  term,  when  they  renominated  and  reelected 
him  by  overwhelming  majorities.  This  recognition 
of  his  work  was  well  merited,  for  Mayor  McMurray 
is  a  public  official  of  outstanding  ability,  unusual 
efficiency  and  proven  honesty.  Few  men  of  his  time 
have  rendered  greater  services  to  Altoona  or  have 
been  more  popular  with  all  classes  of  its  people.  In 
other  directions,  too,  he  has  shown  himself  a  citizen 
of  public  spirit  and  a  man  of  sterling  quality  and 
character,  and  the  city  of  Altoona  and  its  people 
may,  indeed,  consider  themselves  fortunate  to  have  a 
man  of  his  type  at  the  head  of  the  municipal  govern¬ 
ment. 

John  Jacob  McMurray  was  born  in  Altoona, 
Blair  County,  December  13,  1876,  a  son  of  the  late 
James  H.  and  Clara  (Marks)  McMurray.  His  father 
who  was  born  at  Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  in  1853, 
and  who  died  in  August,  1930,  was  for  many  years 
a  locomotive  engineer  with  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road,  but  retired  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his 
death.  Mayor  McMurray’s  mother  was  born  in  1855, 
at  Franklinville,  Huntingdon  County,  and  died  on 
June  21,  1913.  His  ancestors  many  years  ago  settled 
in  Centre  County  and  through  his  paternal  great¬ 
grandmother  he  was  a  member  of  the  Gregg  fam¬ 
ily,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  central  Pennsylvania  of  Scotch-Irish  de¬ 
scent.  Mayor  McMurray  is  one  of  a  family  of  two 
children,  having  one  sister,  Mrs.  Nellie  (McMurray) 
Ley.  Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Altoona, 
Mayor  McMurray,  early  in  life,  became  a  wage- 
earner.  When  he  first  went  to  work,  it  was  as  a 
newspaper  carrier.  While  still  in  his  ’teens,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  finding  employment  as  a  machinist  in  the 
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Juniata  shops.  At  the  same  time  he  took  up  the 
study  of  mechanical  drawing.  By  close  application 
and  hard  work  he  won  promotions  to  positions  of 
ever-increasing  importance  and  responsibility.  In 
1911  he  became  connected  with  the  test  department 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  eventually  becoming 
inspector  in  the  road  test  department,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  held  in  1927,  when  he  first  sought  political 
honors  and  became  a  candidate  for  the  Republican 
nomination  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  Altoona.  Elected 
in  that  year,  he  served  so  entirely  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  community  that  upon  the  expiration  of 
his  first  term  in  1931,  he  was  reelected  for  a  second 
term.  Only  since  1913,  when  the  commission  form 
of  government  was  adopted  in  Altoona,  has  it  be¬ 
come  possible  for  a  ma}ror  to  succeed  himself,  and 
Mayor  McMurray  was  the  second  chief  executive 
of  Altoona  to  do  so.  He  has  given  and  is  still  giv¬ 
ing  his  native  city  a  very  businesslike  and  progressive 
administration  and  has  done  much  to  further  civic 
progress  and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  its  people  and  its  institutions.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Boosters  Association  of  Altoona,  a 
member  of  the  Altoona  Grange,  Patrons  of  Hus¬ 
bandry,  and  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Al¬ 
toona.  For  many  years  prominently  active  in  Ma¬ 
sonic  affairs,  he  is  one  of  the  best-known  Masons  in 
Altoona  and  belongs  to  the  following  Masonic  bodies : 
Logan  Lodge,  No.  490,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master;  Mountain  Chapter, 
No.  189,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mountain  Council, 
No.  9,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Mountain  Com- 
mandery,  No.  10,  Knights  Templar;  Williamsport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Potentate. 
He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Shrine  Council.  His  favorite  form  of  recreation  is 
hiking.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  more  particularly  with 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Altoona,  of 
which  he  is  a  steward  and  in  the  work  of  which  he 
takes  a  very  active  and  helpful  part. 

Mayor  McMurray  married,  November  6,  1906, 
Edith  Shafer,  of  Altoona,  a  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Rachael  (Barnhart)  Shafer.  Mayor  and  Mrs. 
McMurray,  who,  of  course,  make  their  home  in  Al¬ 
toona,  have  no  children. 


REV.  NOBLE  GARVIN  MILLER,  D.  D.— 

Like  many  of  his  ancestors  before  him,  the  late  Rev. 
Noble  Garvin  Miller,'  D.  D.,  devoted  his  entire  life 
to  the  service  of  others.  As  a  minister  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  he  served  ably  as  pastor  of 
numerous  churches  in  different  towns  of  western 
Pennsylvania.  With  fine  gifts  as  a  preacher  and  great 
spiritual  strength  he  combined  uncommon  executive 
ability,  and  these  qualities  invariably  redounded  to 
the  progress  and  influence  of  his  congregations.  His 
intellectual  powers  and  his  attractive  personality 
gained  for  him  the  love,  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
many  people  who  had  the  good  fortune  of  knowing 
him,  and  many  of  them  were  the  better  for  having 
come  under  his  influence.  His  whole  life  was  filled 
with  useful  work,  much  of  which  represented  a  defi¬ 
nite,  constructive  contribution  to  civic  progress.  In 
that  respect,  too,  he  worthily  upheld  the  traditions 
of  his  forebears,  many  of  whom  were  among  the 
hardy  pioneers  of  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  times. 
On  his  father’s  side  Rev.  Noble  Garvin  Miller  was 
of  Irish  origin.  His  great-grandfather,  Samuel 
Miller,  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  lived  there  all 


his  life,  excepting  three  years,  1818-21,  during  which 
he  visited  his  sons  in  the  United  States.  One  of 
these,  also  named  Samuel  Miller,  was  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  Rev.  Noble  G.  Miller.  He  was  born 
in  County  Down,  Ireland,  in  1772,  and  died  at  Lewis¬ 
ville,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1858.  He 
married  (first)  in  Ireland,  in  1792,  Margaret  Garvin, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1772  and  who  died  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1828.  He 
married  (second),  in  1839,  Isabel  or  Elizabeth  Bell. 
Samuel  Miller,  with  his  first  wife  and  three  young 
children,  sailed  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  the 
late  summer  of  1798,  and  three  months  later  arrived 
in  the  United  States.  He  lived  successively  at 
Baltimore,  Easton  and  Chambersburg  and  later 
moved  to  Westmoreland  County  and  finally  to  Indi¬ 
ana  County,  where  he  died.  He  is  buried  in  Ebene- 
zer  Church  Yard  at  Lewisville.  He  was  the  father 
of  fifteen  children,  all  by  his  first  marriage. 

Through  his  mother,  Hannah  (Simpson)  Miller, 
Rev.  Noble  G.  Miller  was  descended  from  early 
Pennsylvania  pioneers.  His  maternal  great-grand¬ 
father,  James  Simpson,  of  Cherry  Run,  Indiana 
County,  came  west  in  the  1760’s  from  Roxbury 
Township,  in  what  is  now  Franklin  County,  to 
“Wallace  Fort”  on  the  Conemaugh  River.  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  brothers,  Andrew  and  Thomas, 
and  by  his  sister,  Nancy.  Their  aunt  was  Mrs.  Mary 
(Simpson)  Wallace  (Mrs.  Richard  Wallace)  of 
“Wallace  Fort.”  The  Simpson  brothers  were  rang¬ 
ers,  scouts  and  Indian  fighters  and  they  built  a  block 
house  across  the  Conemaugh  River  opposite  the  Fort 
on  land  that  is  now  part  of  the  borough  of  Blairs- 
ville.  Andrew  Simpson  was  killed  at  Blanket  Hill 
by  the  Indians  in  1777.  He  was  an  ensign  of  the 
1st  Battalion  of  Westmoreland  Associators.  James 
Simpson  went  from  “Wallace  Fort”  to  Cherry  Run, 
Indiana  County,  where  he  helped  to  build  McCo- 
naughey’s  old  fort  and  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in,  or  about,  1813.  He  took  part  in  the  fight 
at  Hannastown  in  1782.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and,  in  his  religious  affiliations,  a  Presbyte¬ 
rian.  He  owned  much  land,  raised  a  large  family, 
was  known  for  his  kindliness  and  in  every  respect 
was  the  best  type  of  pioneer.  He  married  Hannah 
White,  a  member  of  another  well  known  western 
Pennsylvania  pioneer  family. 

Dr.  Martin  L.  Miller,  the  father  of  Rev.  Noble 
G.  Miller,  was  born  near  Chambersburg,  Franklin 
County,  August  10,  1810,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Garvin)  Miller.  He  came  to  Westmoreland 
County  with  his  parents  after  the  War  of  1812.  He 
was  the  fifth  school  teacher  in  the  town  of  Blairs- 
ville  before  the  public  school  law  was  passed.  Hav¬ 
ing  learned  the  weaving  trade  from  his  older  brother, 
James,  he  made  coverlets,  blankets,  table  linen, 
towelling  and  all  sorts  of  cloth  and  carpets,  and  also 
kept  a  general  store  and  later  a  drug  store.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Edward  P.  Emerson,  the 
first  physician  in  Blairsville,  and  later  attended 
Franklin  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  graduat¬ 
ing  in  1848.  After  practicing  medicine  in  Center¬ 
ville  for  a  year,  he  returned  to  Blairsville  and  prac¬ 
ticed  there  during  his  active  life.  His  early  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  were  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
However,  in  1856,  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  in  1867  he  was  appointed  an  exhorter  in 
the  church,  dying  in  that  faith.  In  1846  he  helped  to 
organize  the  academy  in  Blairsville,  where  many 
young  men  of  that  region  received  their  education. 
He  was  elected  to  the  borough  council  for  several 
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terms  and  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Blairsville  National  Bank  and  an  incorporator  of  the 
Blairsville  Cemetery.  Dr.  Miller  was  a  good  citi¬ 
zen,  always  interested  in  the  improvement  of  the 
town.  He  was  largely  self-taught,  as  schools  were 
few  in  his  youth,  but  he  had  a  good  mind,  a  reten¬ 
tive  memory  and  a  fine  command  of  terse  English. 
There  were  thirty-two  professional  men,  including 
ministers,  lawyers,  physicians  and  educators,  in  his 
family  connections.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 
He  died  at  Blairsville,  January  3,  1895. 

Dr.  Miller  married,  June  25,  1832,  Hannah  Simp¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Centre  Township,  Indiana 
County,  August  5,  1810,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Jane  (Rankin)  Simpson.  Her  father,  who  was  born 
February,  1785,  near  Wallace  Fort,  Derry  Town¬ 
ship,  Westmoreland  County,  was  a  farmer,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics.  He  died  November  19,  1862. 
Her  mother  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1790  and  married 
Andrew  Simpson,  February  22,  1803.  They  had 
eight  children.  She  died  August  3,  1858.  Hannah 
(Simpson)  Miller  belonged  to  a  pioneer  family  and 
during  her  long  life  of  over  ninety  years  she  sawT 
many  changes.  She  died  January  14,  1902. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  L.  Miller  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons:  1.  Dr.  James  Simpson  Miller,  born 
April  10,  1833,  who  died  at  Derry,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1890.  He  was,  like  his  father,  a  physician,  having 
been  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical  College  in 
Philadelphia.  He  married,  December  25,  1855,  Emily 
J.  Spicer,  who  was  born  October  5,  1837,  and  who 
died  June  5,  1923.  They  had  six  children.  2.  Noble 
Garvin  Miller,  of  whom  further. 

Noble  Garvin  Miller  was  born  at  Blairsville, 
Indiana  County,  April  1,  1837,  a  son  of  Dr.  Martin 
L.  and  Hannah  (Simpson)  Miller.  Only  three 
years  before,  in  1834,  the  public  school  lawT  had  been 
passed  in  Pennsylvania  and  some  school  directors 
had  been  elected  in  Indiana  County  in  1835.  Blairs¬ 
ville  built  and  equipped  a  public  school  in  1838.  In 
this  school  Noble  Garvin  Miller  received  his  early 
education,  attending  also  subscription  schools  in  the 
summer.  After  that  he  became  a  pupil  at  Elder’s 
Ridge  Academy  under  Dr.  Alexander  Donaldson,  a 
school  still  in  existence.  Later  he  attended  the 
Blairsville  Academy,  which  his  father  had  helped  to 
organize  and  there  he  prepared  for  college.  He 
entered  Allegheny  College  at  Meadville  in  1858  as  a 
member  of  the  sophomore  class  of  1858  and  was 
graduated  in  1861  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  from  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts.  In  1S78  he 
received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  his  alma 
mater,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1885  and  elected  him 
a  trustee  in  1903.  In  that  office  Dr.  Miller  served 
until  his  death.  While  attending  college  he  was 
initiated  into  Pennsylvania  Beta  Chapter  of  Phi 
Kappa  Psi  on  February  28,  i860,  and  was  made  a 
member  of  Allegheny  Literary  Society,  June  16,  i860. 

Dr.  Miller’s  active  religious  life  began  in  1858, 
when  he  was  converted  in  Blairsville.  While  his 
family  had  been  Presbyterians,  they  had  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1856,  and  it  was  with 
this  denomination  that  Dr.  Miller  was  always  identi¬ 
fied.  On  December  20,  1858,  he  was  granted  an 
exhorter  5  license  by  Rev.  R.  Cunningham,  preacher 
in  charge,  which  was  renewed  at  Meadville,  June 
1.3,  i860,  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Johnson,  pastor.  He  was 
licensed  to  preach  while  still  attending  college  at 
Meadville  and  after  graduation  was  recommended 


to  the  Pittsburgh  conference  by  the  Blairsville  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference.  He  traveled  in  1862  under  the 
elder  and  was  received  on  trial  in  March,  1863,  a* 
the  conference  in  Coshocton,  Ohio.  He  was  junior 
preacher  on  the  Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania,  cir¬ 
cuit  with  Rev.  John  C.  High.  In  1864  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Marchand.  Admitted  to  deacon’s  orders 
by  Bishop  E.  R.  Ames  at  Canton,  Ohio,  March  20, 
1865,  Dr.  Miller  was  then  stationed  on  the  Red  Stone 
circuit  with  Rev.  A.  H.  Norcross,  who  was  the 
junior  preacher.  On  March  10,  1867,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  elder’s  orders  by  Bishop  E.  Thompson,  at 
Massilon,  Ohio.  Dr.  Miller’s  later  stations  were: 
Irwin,  Kittanning,  Mansfield  Valley  (now  Carnegie), 
Union  Centenary  at  Sharpsburg,  again  at  Irwin, 
Oakland  Church  in  Pittsburgh,  and  Wilkinsburg. 
He  was  made  presiding  elder  of  the  McKeesport 
district,  serving  four  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  general  conference  of  1888 
held  in  New  York  City.  He  again  entered  pastoral 
work,  serving  at  Indiana,  Latrobe,  Apollo,  Wil- 
merding  and  Ligonier.  At  his  own  request,  in  1903, 
he  was  granted  a  superannuated  relation.  Returning 
then  to  Blairsville,  the  home  of  his  childhood,  he 
lived  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
23,  1918- 

Rev.  Noble  G.  Miller  was  a  clear,  forceful,  logical 
and  convincing  preacher,  scriptural  and  edifying. 
He  built  up  his  churches  spiritually  as  well  as 
financially.  He  had  gracious  revivals  and  large 
accessions.  He  excelled  in  his  ministry  to  the  sick, 
the  suffering  and  the  distressed  and  was  apt  in  his 
quotations  from  the  Scripture  to  comfort  those  in 
need  or  help.  During  his  long  pastoral  career  he 
played  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  the 
Pittsburgh  conference.  In  politics  he  was  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party. 

Dr.  Miller  married  at  Blairsville,  March  29,  1864, 
Sarah  Jane  Johnston,  who  was  bom  February  12, 
1841,  in  Pittsburgh  and  who  died  in  the  family  home, 
at  Blairsville,  November  23,  1926.  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  and  Anna  Maria  (Rahm)  Johnston. 
Mrs.  Miller  came  to  Blairsville  in  1853  with  her  par¬ 
ents  and  attended  the  Blairsville  Female  Seminary. 
In  1854  she  joined  the  Blairsville  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  She  was  a  gentlewoman  of  the  old 
school,  with  a  deep  and  quiet  piety,  and  she  had 
great  influence  for  good  in  the  various  charges  which 
she  served  with  her  husband.  Her  pleasing  person¬ 
ality,  her  fine  mind  and  her  wise  decisions  were  ap¬ 
preciated  by  those  who  knew  her. 

Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  (Johnston) 
Miller  was  descended  from  old  Pennsylvania  pioneer 
stock.  Her  paternal  great-grandfather,  William 
Johnston,  Sr.,  was  born  near  Strabane,  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1752.  He  married,  in  Ireland, 
Sarah  Matthews,  bom  on  Derby  Island,  Ireland,  in 
1750.  They  had  five  children,  all  born  in  Ireland, 
and  with  them  came  to  this  country  on  the  “Cleo¬ 
patra”  in  1796.  They  went  first  up  the  North  River, 
then  to  Lancaster  County  and  finally,  in  1805,  to  that 
part  of  Westmoreland  County  which  later  became 
Indiana  County.  There  they  received  a  patent  of 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  called  “Flowertowm,” 
along  the  “Proprietary  Manor”  or  “Penn's  Manor 
Lands.”  William  Johnston,  Sr.,  died  there  on  May 
22,  1822,  and  his  wife  on  April  15,  1815.  Both  are 
buried  in  Harmony  graveyard,  Indiana  County. 
Their  second  son,  William  Johnston,  Jr.,  was  Mrs. 
Miller’s  paternal  grandfather.  He  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  June  3,  1782,  and,  there- 
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fore,  was  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  in 
1796.  On  September  1,  1807,  he  married  Jane 

Parker,  who  was  born  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  August 
12,  1783,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Jane 
(Tomb)  Parker  and  a  granddaughter  of  Lord 
Parker.  With  her  widowed  mother  she  came  to 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1792,  and  later  to  Armagh, 
Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania.  William  Johnston, 
Jr.,  and  Jane  (Parker)  Johnston  had  nine  children. 
He  died  on  May  1,  1844,  his  wife  on  April  8,  1849, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  Presbyterian  graveyard 
at  Armagh. 

The  second  son  of  William  Johnston,  Jr.,  and 
Jane  (Parker)  Johnston  was  Robert  Johnston,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Noble  G.  Miller.  He  was  born  at 
Armagh,  Pennsylvania,  September  20,  1809.  He 
was  brought  up  by  his  paternal  uncle,  also  named 
Robert  Johnston,  at  Halifax,  North  Carolina.  As  a 
young  man  he  came  North  to  Washington  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  College  and  then  learned  cabinet  making,  becom¬ 
ing  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Davitt,  Johnston  and 
Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  manufacturers  of  fine  fur¬ 
niture.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
with  one  of  his  brothers  at  Armagh  and  at  Greenville, 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  1853  he  removed 
to  Blairsville,  in  order  to  educate  his  daughters  at 
the  Blairsville  Seminary.  He  bought  a  farm,  south 
of  the  town,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  on 
March  9,  1888.  Raised  a  Presbyterian,  he  joined 
after  conversion  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
In  Blairsville  he  joined  the  local  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  died  in  its  communion.  A  Christian 
gentleman,  he  was  interested  in  all  movements  for 
the  good  of  the  church  and  community.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican.  Robert  Johnston  married,  at 
Pittsburgh,  March  22,  1838,  Anna  Maria  Rahm. 
They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  whom  was  Mrs.  Noble  Garvin  Miller.  Mrs. 
Miller’s  mother,  Anna  Maria  Rahm,  was  born  at 
Armitages  Mill,  Huntingdon  County,  October  25, 
1813,  and  died  September  18,  1894,  at  Blairsville. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  Maria 
Dorothy  (Anshutz)  Rahm  of  Pittsburgh.  They  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Martin  Rahm 
was  an  officer  in  that  church  for  many  years  and 
until  his  death.  A  pioneer  merchant  of  Pittsburgh, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Anshutz  and  Rahm, 
iron  commission  merchants,  and  also  an  agent  for 
the  Economite  Society  and  an  early  councilman  of 
Pittsburgh.  He  served  as  Consul  for  the  Swiss  and 
German  governments  in  Pittsburgh. 

Through  her  mother,  Mrs.  Miller  was  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  Conrad  de  Rahm.  He  was  born 
near  Metz,  Lorraine,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
a  group  of  palatines  on  the  “Europa”  on  November 
20,  1741.  He  dropped  the  prefix  “de”  from  his  name, 
not  believing  in  class  distinctions  in  a  free  country. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Moravian  Church  and 
lived  on  a  farm  near  Philadelphia.  Later,  before  the 
Revolution,  he  sold  this  farm  and  moved  to  the 
vicinity  of  Harrisburg.  During  the  Revolutionary 
War  he  served  as  a  corporal  in  Captain  Benjamin 
Weiser’s  Company  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Trenton  and  Princeton  and  in  Sullivan’s  expedition 
against  the  Indians.  In  1780  he  helped  to  protect 
the  frontiers  of  Northumberland  County  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  captain  of  the  Huntingdon 
Dragoons.  His  three  older  sons  also  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  as  well  as  in  the  War  of  1812. 
One  of  his  grandsons,  John  Rahm,  was  breveted  for 


bravery  while  serving  under  Commodore  Oliver 
Hazard  Perry  at  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  in  1813. 
He  married  Catherine  Weiser,  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
January  29,  1733,  a  daughter  of  Christopher  Fred¬ 
erick  Weiser  and  a  granddaughter  of  John  Conrad 
Weiser,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1709,  settling  in 
New  York.  Conrad  Rahm  died  in  1782,  when  his 
youngest  son  and  child,  Martin  Rahm,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Miller,  was  only  six  years  old. 
Martin  Rahm  was  born  near  Harrisburg,  October 
4,  1776,  and  died  in  Pittsburgh,  May  6,  1836.  He 
married  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  Jan¬ 
uary  20,  1806,  Anna  Maria  Dorothy  Anshutz,  a 
daughter  of  George  Ludwig  and  Catherine  (Sottler) 
Anshutz.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Rahm  became  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  the  fifth  of  whom,  Anna 
Maria  Rahm,  married  Robert  Johnston  and  became 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Miller.  Mrs.  Martin  Rahm,  Mrs. 
Miller’s  maternal  grandmother,  was  born  at  Zin- 
sweiler,  Germany,  in  1788  and  came  to  the  United 
States  as  a  small  child  in  1791  with  her  parents,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  She  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  1753  and 
died  in  Pittsburgh  in  1837,  was  a  member  of  a 
wealthy  family  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron 
in  Germany  for  several  generations.  He  was  an  iron 
founder  and  built  the  first  blast  furnace  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district  in  1792  near  Shady  Side.  Later  he 
took  charge  of  John  Probst’s  Westmoreland  Fur¬ 
nace  near  Ligonier,  Pennsylvania.  About  1795  he 
became  a  partner  of  Judge  Gloninger  and  Mordecai 
Massey  in  the  Huntingdon  Furnace,  remaining  there 
as  manager  and  part  owner  until  he  retired  in  1832. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Ludwig  Anshutz,  Mrs.  Miller’s 
maternal  great-grandparents,  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children.  The  fifth  of  these,  Anna  Maria  Dor¬ 
othy  Anshutz,  married  Martin  Rahm,  and  their  fifth 
child,  Anna  Maria  Rahm,  married  Robert  Johnston. 
The  second  of  the  seven  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Johnston,  Sarah  Jane  Johnston,  married  Rev. 
Noble  Garvin  Miller,  D.  D. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Noble  Garvin  Miller  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Maria  L.  (M.  Louisa)  Miller, 
born  in  Marion  Center,  Indiana  County,  March  9, 
1865.  She  attended  the  various  public  schools  in  the 
towns  in  which  her  father  had  charges  from  time  to 
time,  including  Bellefield  Public  School  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  the  Academy  at  Mansfield  Valley,  the  Normal 
School  at  Indiana,  and  Blairsville  College.  She  did 
not  graduate  from  any  of  these.  She  now  resides  at 
Blairsville.  2.  James  Francis  Miller,  born  at  Irwin, 
November  12,  1867.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  in  various  towns,  where  his 
father  was  stationed,  and  then  attended  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Pittsburgh,  now  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh.  He  did  not  graduate,  but 
entered  the  banking  business,  serving  successively 
as  clerk,  teller,  cashier  and  national  bank  examiner. 
He  married  in  Wilkinsburg,  October  27,  1892,  Alice 
M.  Potter,  a  daughter  of  Newton  and  Margaret 
(Howard)  Potter.  He  now  resides  at  Newlinsburg, 
Westmoreland  County.  3.  Robert  Johnston  Miller, 
born  at  Mansfield  Valley  (now  Carnegie),  March 
13,  1874.  He  died  as  the  result  of  an  accident,  July 
15,  1893- 


HON.  JOHN  FRANCIS  GRAFF,  JR.— Among 
those  men  whose  work  has  counted  for  much  in  the 
professional  world  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  Hon.  John  Francis  Graff,  Jr.,  holds  a 
place  of  outstanding  character.  A  resident  of  Kit- 
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tanning,  he  has  done  much  for  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  of  his  city,  participating,  as  occasion 
has  offered,  in  many  different  branches  of  civic  and 
public  affairs. 

Judge  Graff  was  born  on  December  28,  1888,  in 
Worthington,  this  State,  son  of  the  Hon.  J.  (Frank) 
Graff,  who  carried  the  family  name,  long  a  promi¬ 
nent  one  in  Pennsylvania  industrial,  financial,  politi¬ 
cal,  legal  and  religious  life,  into  the  Legislature  of 
the  State.  His  mother  was  Carrie  Louise  (Brown) 
Graff,  a  sister  of  Chief  Justice  Brown,  of  this  State, 
who  lived  in  Gettysburg.  The  father  of  Judge 
Graff,  whose  full  name  was  John  Francis  Graff,  was 
born  at  Buffalo  Furnace  (later  named  Worthington), 
Pennsylvania,  August  12,  1857,  son  of  Peter  and 
Susanne  (Lobengier)  Graff  and  grandson  of  John 
and  Barbara  (Baum)  Graff.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  present  Judge 
Graff,  came  in  1783  from  Germany,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Westmoreland  County.  Peter  Graff  estab¬ 
lished  the  Peter  Graff  and  Company  Woolen  Mills, 
of  Worthington,  seeking  to  afford  Civil  War  widows 
a  means  of  livelihood  by  this  industry;  and  during 
the  World  War,  these  same  mills  did  work  for  the  * 
United  States  Government. 

J.  Frank  Graff,  father  of  the  judge,  studied  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  Stevens  Hall,  then  the  prepara¬ 
tory  department  of  Pennsylvania  (now  Gettysburg) 
College,  at  Gettysburg.  From  that  college  he  was 
graduated  in  1879  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  went  into  the  business  of  his  father,  whom 
he  succeeded  on  the  latter’s  death  in  1890,  and  was 
also  a  director  of  the  Merchants’  National  Bank  of 
Kittanning,  the  P.  McGraw  Wool  Company  and  the 
Althom  Sand  Company,  both  of  Pittsburgh.  He  was 
a  Republican,  a  member  of  his  party’s  county  com¬ 
mittee,  and  a  delegate  to  its  State  convention  in 
1897.  From  1900  to  1904  he  served  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  House  of  Representatives;  and  in  1912  was 
elected  to  the  Senate,  to  which  he  was  reelected  in 
1916.  In  1904  he  was  elected  a  Roosevelt  elector  in 
the  Electoral  College.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  College,  an  elder  for  twenty-seven  years  of 
the  Worthington  Lutheran  Church  and  Sunday 
school  superintendent,  and  a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow, 
a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  married  (first),  December  27,  1881, 
at  Lancaster,  Carrie  Louise  Brown,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  Brown,  president  of  the  Lutheran  Theological 
Seminary;  she  died  in  1902;  and  he  married  (second), 
June  1,  1904,  at  Stewart  Station,  Pennsylvania,  Mar¬ 
tha  Stewart,  daughter  of  David  Stewart,  a  farmer 
there.  There  were  six  children  of  the  first  marriage 
and  two  of  the  second.  Those  of  the  first  were:  1. 
James  Brown,  a  physician  of  Worthington.  2. 
Peter,  3d,  president  of  Peter  Graff  and  Company, 
Worthington.  3.  Judge  John  Francis,  of  further 
mention.  4.  Mary  Hay,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  Paul  Frantz, 
of  Clearfield,  this  State.  5.  Edmund  Dutilh,  a 
Worthington  manufacturer.  6.  Richard  Morris,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Graff  Kittanning  Clay  Products 
Company.  Those  of  the  second  marriage  were:  7. 
Grier  Stewart.  8.  Smith  Stewart. 

Judge  John  Francis  Graff,  third  of  those  listed 
above,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Worthington, 
and  went  to  Mercersburg  Academy,  later  entering 
Princeton  University,  where  he  took  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  1911.  Then  he  went  to  the  Harvard 
Law  School  for  two  years,  afterward  going  on 
with  his  legal  studies  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 


Law  School,  where  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Laws 
degree  in  1915,  the  year  of  his  admission  to  the  bar. 
At  once  he  entered  upon  active  practice,  later  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  Ralsten  and  Graff  and  so  con¬ 
tinuing  until  his  elevation  to  the  bench.  He  took  his 
seat  as  judge  in  January,  1924,  successor  to  Judge 
J.  W.  King.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he 
was  reelected,  his  second  term  expiring  in  1942. 

Widely  known  for  his  military  accomplishments, 
Judge  Graff,  soon  after  he  started  his  law  practice, 
enlisted  in  1914  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  16th 
Infantry,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard.  He  was 
appointed  corporal,  and  in  1915  became  second  lieu¬ 
tenant,  later  being  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
when  a  vacancy  occurred.  At  the  time  of  the  Mexi¬ 
can  border  disturbances  of  1916,  he  went  to  that 
region  with  Company  K,  was  soon  appointed  bat¬ 
talion  adjutant  and  transferred  to  the  major’s  staff 
at  battalion  headquarters,  where  he  remained  until 
the  return  of  the  troops  from  the  border.  He  ar¬ 
rived  home  January  9,  1917.  A  few  months  later  the 
United  States  entered  the  World  War,  and  on  July 
15,  1917,  he  went  to  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  as 
first  lieutenant  in  Company  K.  The  old  regiment 
then  became  known  as  the  112th  United  States  In¬ 
fantry;  and  while  at  camp,  he  was  made  judge 
advocate  of  his  regiment,  which  was  attached  to  the 
28th  Division. 

Before  the  division  was  sent  overseas,  Judge  Graff 
was  ordered,  with  others,  to  France,  on  April  30, 
1918,  to  enter  the  Officers’  Advance  School,  having 
been  adjutant  of  the  advanced  detachment.  When 
the  division  arrived  in  France,  he  was  returned  to 
the  112th  Infantry,  with  which  command  he  soon 
went  into  active  service.  Under  heavy  fire  he  partici¬ 
pated  in  major  actions,  and  was  ordered  to  return  to 
the  United  States  as  training  camp  instructor.  On 
the  day  when  he  was  to  have  started  home,  he  was 
commissioned  captain  and  ordered  to  continue  in 
active  service  in  France.  Raised  to  a  captaincy  on 
July  30,  1918,  he  commanded  different  companies  of 
his  regiment,  and  on  November  4,  1918,  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  major.  His  old  command,  as  captain,  was 
Company  A,  and  in  his  advanced  position  he  com¬ 
manded  the  first  battalion  of  the  regiment,  of  which 
he  was  actually  at  the  head  after  September  26,  1918. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  great  Argonne  drive,  he 
commanded  his  battalion,  and  in  that  position  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  close  of  that  historic  action.  For 
two  days,  October  7  and  8,  when  the  German  strong 
point,  Hill  244,  was  taken  from  the  enemy,  he  was 
in  entire  charge  of  the  regiment.  For  their  splendid 
work  on  October  7,  he  and  Captain  William  G. 
Smith,  in  command  of  the  3d  Battalion,  were  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  brigade  commander  for  promotion  to 
major.  Brigadier-General  Nolan  said  in  his  report, 
“Captain  Graff  of  the  112th  Regiment,  who  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  after  Colonel 
Shannon  was  mortally  wounded,  showed  himself  to 
be  an  officer  of  exceptional  ability  in  the  way  he 
handled  the  regiment  on  October  7  and  8  in  the 
battle  and  earned  promotion  to  the  next  highest 
grade.” 

Major  Graff  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp 
Dix,  New  Jersey,  on  May  6,  1919. 

He  is  president  of  the  Graff  Kittanning  Clay 
Products  Company;  vice-president  and  director  of 
the  Peter  Graff  Woolen  Mills;  active  in  Freema¬ 
sonry,  in  which  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  244  and 
Coudersport  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
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Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty-second 
degree;  and  a  leader,  too,  in  the  Kittanning  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belongs  also  to  the 
American  Legion,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Kittanning 
Country  Club,  and  the  Tiger  Inn  Club  of  Princeton. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  an  elder  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His 
work  and  his  affiliations  with  different  Kittanning 
groups  have  been  most  useful  to  his  community  and 
its  people,  and  have  entitled  him  to  the  place  of 
leadership  that  is  his. 

Judge  Graff  married,  November  i,  1919,  at  Au¬ 
gusta,  Georgia,  Laura  E.  Ellis,  of  that  city,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abrim  and  Laura  (Marcum)  Ellis.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Laura 
Ellis,  born  November  24,  1920.  2.  Sara  Hope,  born 
February  17,  1926.  3.  Peter  IV,  born  November  23, 

1927.  _ 

FRED  L.  RENTZ— -When  Mr.  Rentz  was  only 
fourteen  years  old,  almost  half  a  century  ago,  he 
became  connected  as  an  apprentice  with  the  printing 
plant  of  the  New  Castle  “News.”  Ever  since  then 
he  has  continued  to  be  identified  with  this  well- 
known  newspaper,  of  which  he  is  now  the  principal 
owner  and  of  which  he  has  been  the  directing  head 
for  many  years.  Under  his  very  able  and  expert 
management  this  newspaper  has  become  one  ot  the 
leading  publications  of  this  section  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Through  its  columns  Mr.  Rentz  has  always 
exerted  a  strong  influence  in  behalf  of  everything, 
which  promised  to  further  civic  progress  and  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  welfare  of  the  city,  its  people  and  its  insti¬ 
tutions.  For  many  years  he  has  been  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  representative,  most  substantial  and 
most  public-spirited  citizens  of  New  Castle.  His 
deep  interest  in  all  phases  of  the  community’s  life 
finds  constant  expression  in  his  active  participation 
in  the  affairs  of  numerous  civic,  benevolent,  frater¬ 
nal  and  other  organizations.  Few  men  in  New  Castle 
and  in  Lawrence  County,  indeed,  are  more  widely 
known  or  more  highly  regarded  than  Mr.  Rentz  and 
few  have  rendered  more  important  services  to  the 
community. 

Fred  L.  Rentz  was  born  at  Croton,  New  Castle, 
Lawrence  County,  March  12,  1868,  in  his  parents’ 
home  on  Cascade  Street.  He  is  the  son  of  John  V.  and 
Katherine  Rentz.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  which,  however,  he  left  in  1882  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years.  At  that  time  he  started  to 
learn  the  printer’s  trade,  which  he  mastered  so 
quickly  and  completely  that  nine  years  later,  in  1891, 
when  he  was  only  twenty-three  years  old,  he  was 
made  foreman  of  the  composing  room  of  the  New 
Castle  “News,”  succeeding  in  that  position  Mr.  B. 
F.  Butler.  Five  years  later,  on  August  15,  1896,  he 
was  made  manager  of  the  “News,”  with  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  which  he  has  continued  to  be  identified  until 
now.  On  August  15,  1900,  Mr.  Rentz  acquired  a 
one-fourth  interest  in  the  “News”  and  on  December 
28,  1911,  when  this  newspaper  was  incorporated,  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  one-third  interest.  On  April 
15,  1924,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  News  Com¬ 
pany.  In  the  preceding  year,  1923,  he  had  built  the 
present,  very  up-to-date  News  Building.  He  is  a 
charter  member  and  the  president  and  treasurer  of 
New  Castle  Typothetae  Union,  No.  270,  and  also  a 
charter  member  of  the  New  Castle  Trades  Assembly, 
of  which  he  served  as  the  first  president.  One  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  New  Castle  Mining  and 


Clay  Products  Company  and  of  the  Castleton  Hotel 
of  New  Castle,  Mr.  Rentz  has  been  a  member  of  the 
boards  of  directors  of  these  two  enterprises  ever  since 
their  organization.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Citizens  National  Bank  of  New  Castle. 

In  spite  of  his  numerous  and  extensive  business  in¬ 
terests  and  responsibilities,  Mr.  Rentz  has  found  it 
possible  to  devote  much  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
numerous  other  interests  and  for  many  years  he  has 
been  a  leading  figure  in  many  organizations  and 
movements  in  his  native  city  and  State.  In  1931 
Governor  Pinchot  appointed  him  a  member  of  the 
Greater  Pennsylvania  Council.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  New  Castle  Rotary  Club,  of  which 
he  has  served  as  vice-president  and  president;  an 
honorary  member  of  the  New  Castle  Lions  Club; 
vice-president  of  the  Perry  Highway  Association;  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Benjamin 
Franklin  Highway  Association;  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Shenango  Valley  Hospital, 
of  which  he  has  been  president  for  ten  years;  a  former 
president  of  the  Jameson  Memorial  Hospital,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  when  it  was  opened  and 
given  to  the  county;  at  the  present  time  the  oldest 
director  of  the  New  Castle  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
of  which  he  was  president  in  1926;  a  member  of  the 
Reception  Committee  of  the  Old  Timers  Association, 
of  which  he  has  been  chairman  for  many  years;  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  Almira  Home;  a 
member  of  the  Reynoldstown  School  Association, 
of  which  he  is  vice-president;  a  member  of  the 
American  Newspaper  Publishers  Association;  vice- 
president  of  the  Lawrence  County  Council,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America;  a  member  of  the  Lawrence 
County  Chapter,  American  Red  Cross,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  original  directors;  a  member  and  for 
many  years  a  director  of  the  New  Castle  Motor 
Club;  an  honorary  member  of  the  New  Castle  Glee 
Club;  a  member  of  the  New  Castle  Field  Club;  a 
charter  member  of  Eucalyptus  Camp,  Woodmen  of 
the  World;  a  member  and  councillor  of  the  Junior 
Order,  United  American  Mechanics;  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Union  Veterans  Legion,  the  Veterans 
of  the  Civil  War,  the  Roundhead  Regimental  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  Harry  McBride  Post,  Veterans  of  For¬ 
eign  Wars;  holder  of  a  distinguished  service  certifi¬ 
cate  issued  by  Perry  Gaston  Post,  of  New  Castle, 
American  Legion;  and,  in  June,  1930,  general  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Pennsylvania  encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
New  Castle  Lodge,  No.  69,  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been 
prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs.  In  the  latter 
organization  he  maintains  membership  in  the  Lodge 
of  the  Craft,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  in  all  the 
various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  in  Syria 
Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  and  president  of  the  Syria  Caravan,  No.  5,  of 
New  Castle.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge  of  making  the  plans  for  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Scottish  Rite  Cathe¬ 
dral.  He  also  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
to  make  a  public  speech  in  the  new  Scottish  Rite 
Cathedral  and  of  serving  as  toastmaster  at  the 
largest  Chamber  of  Commerce  banquet  ever  held  in 
the  United  States,  2,652  persons  being  served  at  that 
occasion.  During  the  World  War  Mr.  Rentz  served 
as  director  of  civilian  relief  for  the  American  Red 
Cross,  holding  this  position  also  during  the  difficult 
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period  of  adjustment  following  the  end  of  the  war 
and  rendering  important  and  very  useful  services. 
He  was  also  vice-president  and  later  president  of  the 
Lawrence  County  Public  Safety  Committee  during 
the  World  War  and  served  as  captain  and  organizer 
of  the  “Hints  and  Dints”  farm  team,  which  worked 
on  Lawrence  County  farms  one  day  each  week  dur¬ 
ing  the  war.  Another  field,  in  which  Mr.  Rentz  has 
been  active,  is  that  of  politics.  In  1924  he  served  one 
term  of  one  year  as  mayor  of  New  Castle,  giving  his 
city  a  very  business-like  and  efficient  administration. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  more  particularly  with  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Castle. 

Mr.  Rentz  married  (first)  Belle  Masonhime  and 
(second)  Katherine  Long.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
became  the  father  of  two  children:  1.  Ethel  Rentz, 
now  Mrs.  Ferver.  2.  Jacob  F.  Rentz,  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  New  Castle  “News,” 
of  which  he  is  manager.  The  family  residence  is 
located  at  No.  315  Edison  Avenue,  New  Castle. 


LESLIE  WAYNE  HOUSEHOLDER  —  By 

profession  an  electrical  engineer,  Mr.  Householder 
has  been  connected  for  the  last  twenty  years  with 
the  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  and 
more  particularly  with  its  mines  at  Indiana,  Indiana 
County.  After  having  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Householder,  some  four  years 
ago,  was  made  vice-president  in  charge  of  operations, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since 
then  with  characteristic  ability  and  efficiency.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  able  mining  ex¬ 
ecutives  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Since  com¬ 
ing  to  Indiana  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
social  life  of  the  city  and  as  a  result  he  has  many 
friends. 

Leslie  Wayne  Householder  was  born  at  Bremen, 
Ohio,  September  11,  1883,  a  son  of  D.  F.  and  Mel¬ 
ania  (Van  Atta)  Householder,  both  born  near  Rush- 
ville,  Ohio.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  1856,  and 
who  died  in  1929,  was  a  school  teacher  and  was  also 
engaged  in  farming.  One  of  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  living,  Mr.  Householder  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  his  native  town  and,  having 
been  graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in  1902, 
he  attended  Ohio  State  University  at  Columbus, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1905.  He  then 
joined  the  engineering  staff  of  the  Clinchfield  Coal 
Corporation  of  West  Virginia,  with  which  he  re¬ 
mained  for  three  years.  Next  he  was  connected  with 
the  General  Electric  Company  in  Philadelphia  until 
1912.  In  that  year  he  came  with  the  Rochester  and 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  as  an  electrical  engineer 
at  its  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  mines.  Nine  years  later, 
in  1921,  he  was  made  chief  engineer  and  six  years 
after  that,  in  1927,.  he  was  promoted  to  his  present 
position,  that  of  vice-president  in  charge  of  opera¬ 
tions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club  of  Indiana,  and  the  Indiana 
Country  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  favorite  forms 
of  recreation  are  golf  and  fishing. 

Mr. .  Householder  married,  in  1908,  Gladys  Haas, 
at  Philadelphia,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jane 
(Bartley)  Haas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Householder  make 
their  home  at  No.  8  Krape  Avenue,  Indiana. 


EDMOND  A.  WATTERS,  SR.— In  Leechburg, 
Armstrong  County,  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Edmond 
A.  Watters,  Sr.,  to  take  part  in  an  extensive  way  in 
business,  professional,  civic  and  social  life.  An  en¬ 
gineer  by  training,  he  has  utilized  his  knowledge  and 
proficiency  in  this  one  field  in  the  different  branches 
of  business  with  which  he  has  had  to  do;  and  his 
association  with  varied  enterprises  has,  in  turn, 
brought  him  into  prominence  in  the  public  eye  and 
given  him  an  opportunity  to  show  his  deep  public 
spirit  and  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  fel- 
lowmen  and  their  institutions. 

Mr.  Watters  was  born  at  Ashland,  Schuylkill 
County,  on  March  17,  1879,  son  of  W  illiam  and 
Mary  (Bennett)  Watters.  His  father,  born  in  Wales 
in  1826,  was  a  mine  foreman  until  his  death  in  1893; 
and  the  mother,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England, 
where  she  was  born  in  1831,  died  in  1899,  leaving 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living. 

The  Ashland  public  schools  furnished  Edmond  A 
Watters  his  early  education;  and  there  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  high  school  in  1898.  Taking  up  his 
chosen  profession,  that  of  mining  engineering,  with 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  he  continued  with 
this  organization  until  1902,  when  he  came  to  Free¬ 
port,  Armstrong  County,  with  the  George  B.  Find¬ 
ley  Engineering  Company.  With  them  he  remained 
until,  in  1904,  he  joined  forces  with  the  Hicks  Coal 
Company  as  chief  engineer.  After  twelve  years  of 
service  in  that  capacity,  he  became,  on  April  1, 
1916,  their  general  superintendent  of  mines  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Interested  in  many  branches  of  Pennsylvania  life, 
especially  in  those  matters  having  to  do  with  the 
well-being  of  Leechburg,  where  he  makes  his  home, 
and  its  citizens,  Mr.  Watters  is  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  this  place,  and  a  leader  in 
many  civic  bodies.  He  has  been,  since  December  1, 
1929,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Leech¬ 
burg;  and  formerly  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council,  as  well  as  its  president,  having  so 
continued  for  eight  years.  For  two  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Borough  Council  of  Freeport,  until 
his  resignation  in  1914.  He  is  a  director,  too,  of  the 
Freeport  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 

Among  the  organizations  that  have  benefited  from 
his  constructive  effort  and  thinking,  the  Rotary  Club 
stand  out  prominently.  In  1930  and  1931  he  served 
as  president  of  the  local  Rotarians;  and,  in  that 
capacity,  was  able  to  do  much  for  the  promotion  of 
business  and  civic  interests  in  Leechburg.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  belongs  to 
Freeport  Lodge  No.  239:  Orient  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1, 
Knights  Templar;  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  he 
is  also  affiliated  with  Leechburg  Lodge,  No.  377, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His 
church  is  the  Protestant  Episcopal;  and  he  is  a  ves¬ 
tryman  in  his  parish.  Always  keenly  interested  in 
work  among  the  young  people  of  his  community, 
Mr.  Watters  has  devoted  much  time  to  Boy  Scout 
organization  work,  and  he  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  local  committee  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
and  as  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the 
Butler  and  Armstrong  county  group  known  as  Aera 
Council.  Few  men  have  figured  more  actively  in 
varied  phases  of  Pennsylvania  life  than  has  Mr. 
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Watters,  in  Leechburg,  who,  through  different  chan¬ 
nels,  has  directed  his  energies  into  projects  for  the 
betterment  of  community  conditions. 

Edmond  A.  Watters  married,  in  1902,  Minnie 
Lomnette,  of  Centralia,  Columbia  County,  daughter 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Silliman)  Lomnette.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Mary 
L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  V.  Cresswell,  of 
Pittsburgh.  2.  Edmond  A.,  Jr.,  a  student  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  College.  3.  John  L.,  a  student  at 
Mercersburg  Academy. 


RALPH  McKAY  LYTLE,  M.  D.— In  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  medicine,  Dr.  Ralph  McKay  Lytle  is  well 
established  at  Saltsburg,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  general  practice  for  approaching  twenty  years. 
He  is  well  regarded  by  his  patients  and  the  towns¬ 
people  generally  and  is  affiliated  with  the  leading 
State  and  county  medical  societies. 

Born  in  Conemaugh  Township,  Indiana  County, 
Pennsylvania,  December  8,  1885,  Dr.  Lytle  is  the 
youngest  of  the  three  surviving  children  of  the  four 
born  to  William  Calvin  Lytle,  born  in  1845,  died  in 
1908,  and  Malinda  (Elrick)  Lytle,  born  in  Cone¬ 
maugh  Township,  in  1857,  the  father  a  farmer  until 
his  death  and  the  mother  surviving  her  husband.  The 
son  Ralph  McKay  attended  the  Conemaugh  schools 
and  the  Indiana  State  (Pennsylvania)  Normal 
School,  graduating  from  the  Kiskiminita  Springs 
School  in  1908.  He  had  previously  taught  school, 
1904-06.  In  the  class  of  1912  he  graduated  Doctor 
of  Medicine  from  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  For  two  years  he  was  an  interne  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Lytle  opened  an  office  for  practice  in  Salts¬ 
burg  in  1914,  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  desirable 
following.  He  is  physician  and  surgeon  for  the  Graff 
Coal  Company  at  Saltsburg,  and  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Medical  Society.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  fraternally  a  member  of  Williamsport 
Lodge,  No.  431,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Bloomsburg  Consistory  of  the  Scottish  Rite;  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh;  Alpha  Omega  Alpha  (hon¬ 
orary  medical),  Phi  Alpha  Sigma  (medical),  and 
Gamma  Delta  Psi  (preparatory  school)  fraternities. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Lions  Club,  and  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  denomination,  being  a  trustee  of  the  church 
at  Saltsburg.  During  the  World  War,  Dr.  Lytle 
served  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps  and 
held  the  commission  of  first  lieutenant,  being  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  in  February,  1919.  In  the  right  of 
that  service  he  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
and  owing  to  the  patriotic  service  of  an  ancestor  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Lytle  married,  in  June,  1915,  Grace  Robin¬ 
son,  of  Saltsburg,  the  daughter  of  James  W.  and 
Blanche  (Stewart)  Robinson.  There  are  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Ralph  McKay,  Jr.,  born  January  21,  1917. 
2.  Marjorie  Louise,  born  July  11,  1918.  3.  James 

Robinson,  born  October  2,  1924. 


SHARON  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY— The 

Sharon  Free  Public  Library  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
F.  H.  Buhl  Club,  founded  in  Sharon,  Pennsylvania, 
in  September,  1903,  by  the  community’s  benefactor, 
Frank  H.  Buhl.  For  many  years  it  was  conducted 


as  a  private  institution  in  connection  with  the  club, 
which  is  equipped  as  a  recreational  center;  but  later, 
though  its  quarters  were  maintained  in  the  club 
building,  in  East  State  Street,  the  library  itself  was 
taken  over  by  the  city  and  incorporated  as  a  free 
public  institution. 

Mr.  Buhl,  who  is  now  deceased,  founded  the  Buhl 
Club  and  made  it  a  gift  to  the  city.  The  member¬ 
ship  fee  was  five  dollars  then  for  adults,  and  the 
institution  was  open  to  all  creeds  and  colors,  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  payment  of  this  fee.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  continued  until  1923,  when  the  town  itself  took 
over  management  of  the  library,  which  now  is  main¬ 
tained  by  taxation.  Renting  the  library’s  quarters 
from  the  Buhl  Club  trustees,  the  city  itself  has  con¬ 
trol  of  the  books,  which,  however,  must  be  returned 
to  the  club  trustees  in  like  number  and  kind  if  they 
should  so  demand.  The  library  is  supported  by  a 
one-half  mill  tax  on  the  people  of  the  city,  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  contains  20,000  volumes  (1932). 
When  the  Buhl  Club  collection  was  taken  over,  there 
were  only  9,000  volumes.  The  annual  circulation  of 
books  totals  more  than  110,000,  whereas  the  circula¬ 
tion  in  1906  was  only  22,000 — a  proof  of  the  increase 
in  reading  in  this  community.  In  the  years  since  the 
city  took  over  the  library,  the  circulation  has  more 
than  doubled. 

The  present  librarian,  Eleanor  Carver,  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  institution  continuously  since  1904, 
both  under  private  and  city  management;  and  to  her 
must  go  a  great  deal  of  the  credit  for  the  building  up 
of  the  library  to  its  present  high  standard.  She  has 
taken  a  special  course  in  library  work.  In  1929  she 
was  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Associa¬ 
tion.  She  is  a  member,  too,  of  the  American  Library 
Association  and  is  active  in  all  women’s  work  in 
Sharon. 

The  support  given  to  the  library  by  popular  taxa¬ 
tion  has  proven  most  advantageous,  greatly  enhanc¬ 
ing  the  service  that  the  institution  can  render  and  so 
increasing 'its  prestige  and  importance  in  Sharon  and 
the  whole  iron  and  steel  district  known  as  the  She- 
nango  Valley.  School  children  find  here  a  wealth  of 
information  that  those  of  a  generation,  or  even  a 
decade,  ago  were  unable  to  have  at  their  disposal; 
and  special  attention  is  paid  to  their  needs,  as  well 
as  to  the  requirements  of  the  adult  reader.  Fine 
reference  rooms  are  maintained,  as  are  complete 
supplies  of  newspapers  and  magazines. 


C.  B.  LARTZ — Manager,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  News-Telegraph  Publishing  Company  of 
Sharon,  Mr.  Lartz  is  executive  head  of  the  oldest 
daily  in  Mercer  County.  Through  the  opportunities 
of  his  responsible  office  as  managing  director  of  this 
influential  publication  he  has  been  in  a  position  to  ac¬ 
complish  more  than  his  share  for  the  advance  of 
Sharon’s  interests,  together  with  the  interests  of  the 
county  and  Sharon  trading  area  as  a  whole.  Just  as 
“The  News-Telegraph”  has  led  the  way  toward 
civic,  economic  and  sociological  welfare,  so  has  Mr. 
Lartz  participated  and  led  the  paper’s  championship 
of  more  ideal  conditions.  His  record  is  largely  the 
record  of  the  newspaper. 

Established  as  a  daily  in  1893  by  William  Hazen, 
“The  News-Telegraph”  flourished  with  strong  sup¬ 
port  from  the  outset  and  in  1925,  to  meet  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  larger  business,  was  incorporated  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $150,000.  At  the  date  of  incor¬ 
poration,  A.  C.  Dickinson  held  the  office  of  president 
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of  the  publishing  company;  Mr.  Lartz  as  manager, 
was  vice-president;  and  W.  L.  Aiken  held  the  dual 
post  of  secretary  and  treasurer.  Since  then  Mr. 
Aiken  has  become  the  company’s  president,  Mr.  Lartz 
has  succeeded  him  as  secretary  and  treasurer  (al¬ 
ways  retaining  the  post  of  manager,  continuously), 
and  the  plant  has  been  thoroughly  reequipped  to  meet 
the  demands  of  its  increasing  size  and  circulation. 

An  Independent-Republican  journal,  “The  News- 
Telegraph”  has  a  circulation  of  9,000  (1932),  and  its 
typographical  dress  is  clean-cut  and  attractive.  It 
has  the  standard  metropolitan  format,  eight  columns 
to  the  page,  with  press  capacity  of  any  number  of 
pages  up  to  thirty-two.  Mechanical  efficiency  in  the 
paper’s  production  has  been  carried  to  a  high  plane; 
news  and  advertising  copy  flow  to  the  linotypes  and 
makeup  tables  with  a  minimum  of  interference; 
forms  are  made  up  dextrously,  are  very  quickly 
clamped  to  the  press’  cylinders,  and  edition  follows 
edition  with  flawless  accuracy  and  speed.  The  edi¬ 
torial  system  is  comparable  with  that  employed  on 
the  greatest  of  dailies;  so,  too,  that  of  the  business 
department,  which  comes  directly  under  Mr.  Lartz’s 
supervision,  and  the  paper  has  always  paid  a  hand¬ 
some  return  on  its  capital,  which  capital,  incidentally, 
barely  represents  a  half,  or  third,  the  value  of  the 
paper  as  a  public  organ  and  as  a  business  investment. 
All  this  Mr.  Lartz  has  helped  to  make  as  it  is. 

“The  News-Telegraph”  was  the  only  paper  in 
Pennsylvania  to  support  Governor  Pinchot  and  Sen¬ 
ator  Davis  both  in  the  primary  and  in  the  election 
which  put  them  in  office.  It  has  consistently  taken  a 
constructive  interest  in  civic  and  other  important 
affairs  of  city  and  county,  usually  without  political 
background,  acting  independently.  As  an  indication 
of  its  strong  public-spirited  role  may  be  cited  the 
fact  that  this  journal  was  the  first  to  advocate  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Pymatuning  Dam,  in  1909,  and  its  influ¬ 
ence  in  carrying  the  project  forward  to  completion 
was  of  incalculable  value,  the  dam,  completed,  repre¬ 
senting  an  asset  adding  largely  to  the  wealth  and 
beauty  of  Mercer  County. 

Indeed,  the  city  of  Sharon  has  cause  for  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  record  of  “The  News-Telegraph,”  and 
the  presence  of  that  appreciation  is  reflected  in  the 
paper’s  welfare.  Mr.  Lartz,  as  manager,  and  his 
associates,  as  officials  and  members  of  the  business 
and  editorial  and  mechanical  staffs  of  the  publication, 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  maintenance  of  a 
worthy  daily  medium,  whose  effect  on  town  and 
county  continues  to  be  most  beneficial. 


HARRY  FOSTER  CARSON— A  native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  Saltsburg,  Indiana  County,  Mr. 
Carson  has  been  identified  for  considerably  more 
than  three  decades  with  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Saltsburg,  of  which  he  has  been  the  cashier  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  business  and  financial  circles  in 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  regarded  as  an 
exceptionally  able  banker.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  prominently  active  in  civic,  religious  and  fra¬ 
ternal  affairs,  and,  indeed,  in  every  respect  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  substantial,  most  repre¬ 
sentative  and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  his  na¬ 
tive  town. 

Harry  Foster  Carson  was  born  at  Saltsburg,  Indi¬ 
ana  County,  May  23,  1864,  a  son  of  Oliver  P.  and 
Mary  (Walkinshaw)  Carson,  both  now  deceased. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County, 
in  1838,  and  who  died  at  Saltsburg,  May  15,  1879, 


was  a  school  teacher  and  for  many  years  served  as 
station  agent  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Salts¬ 
burg.  Mr.  Carson’s  mother  was  born  near  Saltsburg 
in  1839  and  died  in  March,  1915.  Educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  Mr.  Carson,  after 
leaving  school,  became  connected  with  the  Salts¬ 
burg  Coal  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  Then  he  spent  two  years  in  a  clerical 
position  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  In  1899  he 
accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Saltsburg,  with  which  financial  in¬ 
stitution  he  has  continued  to  be  identified  ever  since 
then.  Since  1905  he  has  served  as  its  cashier,  mak¬ 
ing  an  enviable  record  in  this  important  and  respon¬ 
sible  position.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  at  different  times  he  has 
held  important  local  offices.  He  served  for  seven 
years  as  a  school  director  and  for  six  years  as  town 
auditor.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  the  session  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Williamson  Lodge,  No.  431,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Greensburg  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  and  Saltsburg  Lodge,  No.  636,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Carson  married,  January  3,  1889,  Margaret 
V.  Martin,  of  Saltsburg,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Eliza  (Johnston)  Martin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  had 
two  children:  1.  Harry  Foster  Carson,  Jr.,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Mary  E.,  educated  at  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh,  now  supervisor  of  music  and 
librarian  of  the  public  schools  at  Saltsburg. 


WYLIE  McCASLIN — Engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  the  city  of  New  Castle  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years,  Wylie  McCaslin  is  one  of  his  com¬ 
munity’s  leading  figures,  at  all  times  interested  in  its 
civic,  social  and  intellectual  progress.  Born  in 
Lawrence  County,  June  18,  1869,  he  is  a  son  of 
William  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Searing)  McCaslin.  His 
father,  a  farmer,  served  in  the  War  Between  the 
States,  and  was  of  considerable  influence  in  the 
affairs  of  the  county.  Wylie  McCaslin  secured  his 
preparatory  instruction  in  the  public  schools,  ma¬ 
triculated  in  Grove  City  College,  received  from  that 
institution  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and 
studied  law  privately,  in  the  offices  of  J.  Norman 
Martin,  well  known  attorney  of  New  Castle.  Ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar,  Mr.  McCaslin  began 
at  once  to  build  up  a  practice,  and  from  the  outset 
his  professional  career  has  been  one  of  distinguished 
attainment.  His  colleagues  unite  in  paying  him 
deference  as  a  lawyer  of  unusual  ability  and  unchal¬ 
lenged  integrity. 

The  law  and  pursuit  of  his  professional  career  has 
taken  much  of  Mr.  McCaslin’s  time  and  thought; 
yet  he  has  also  contrived  to  take  a  major  part  in  the 
general  affairs  of  New  Castle,  including  a  part  in 
the  financial  activities  of  the  community.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Union  National  and  First  National 
banks  here,  and  his  opinion  on  matters  of  financial 
bearing  is  frequently  sought.  He  is  president  of  the 
city’s  library  board.  In  this  position  he  takes  per¬ 
sonal  charge  of  a  certain  aspect  of  the  community’s 
general  knowledge,  and  has  given  widespread  satis¬ 
faction  for  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  meets 
his  responsibility.  Politically  he  adheres  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  leader  in 
party  circles  of  New  Castle  and  the  county.  Fra¬ 
ternally  active,  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  as 
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member  of  the  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  belongs  to  all  York  Rite  bodies,  and  in 
religious  faith  is  a  devout  communicant  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  an  elder. 

Mr.  McCaslin  married,  June  25,  1907,  in  Lawrence 
County,  Mable  C.  Gilmore,  since  deceased,  daughter 
of  W.  H.  and  Emma  Gilmore,  the  Gilmores  being  a 
well-known  family  in  this  county,  long  active  in  its 
development.  Mr.  McCaslin  continues  to  make  his 
residence  at  318  Clenmore  Avenue,  and  has  his  offices 
in  the  L.  S.  and  T.  Building,  New  Castle. 


REV.  CHARLES  E.  HELD— Ten  years  ago 
Mr.  Held  entered  upon  active  work  in  the  ministry 
of  the  United  Lutheran  Church  of  America.  Since 
then  he  has  served  as  pastor  of  several  churches  in 
different  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  invariably 
filling  his  assignments  with  ability,  conscientiousness 
and  devotion  to  his  work,  which  is  so  characteristic 
of  him.  For  the  last  two  years  he  has  been  pastor 
of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  at  Homer  City,  Indiana 
County.  He  is  recognized  as  an  exceptionally  force¬ 
ful  preacher  and  has  gained  the  complete  confidence 
and  the  great  liking  not  only  of  his  own  congrega¬ 
tion,  but  of  the  entire  community. 

Charles  E.  Held  was  born  at  Bethel  Township, 
Armstrong  County,  August  8,  1890,  a  son  of  the  late 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Shaffer)  Held.  His  father,  who 
was  a  farmer,  was  born  at  Stuttgart,  Germany,  and 
died  in  January,  1929.  Mr.  Held’s  mother,  a  native 
of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  died  on  March 
21,  1931.  Having  received  his  early  education  in 
the  country  schools  of  Bethel  Township,  Armstrong 
County,  Mr.  Held  then  attended  a  preparatory  school 
at  Vandergrift,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  that  Gettys¬ 
burg  Academy.  Next  he  spent  two  years  at  the 
Clarion  State  Normal  School,  from  where  he  went 
to  Susquehanna  University,  graduating  from  that 
institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1922.  On  May  20,  1922,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  by  the  Susquehanna  Synod  of  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  of  America.  Immediately  after¬ 
wards  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Milville,  Columbia  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  served  very  successfully  for  two  years. 
Next  he  spent  three  years  as  pastor  of  Mount  Olivet 
Lutheran  Church,  devoting  part  of  this  period  also 
to  post-graduate  work  at  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary,  which  he  attended  during  1924-25.  After 
serving  for  one  year  and  a  half  as  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  Lutheran  Church  at  Warren,  Ohio,  Mr.  Held 
returned  to  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  the  next  two  years  was  pastor  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Sagamore.  It  was  from  there  that  he  came 
to  his  present  charge,  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church 
at  Homer  City,  Indiana  County,  which  he  assumed 
in  1929.  In  1931-32  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Indiana  County  religious  survey.  During  the  World 
War  Mr.  Held  served  as  secretary  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Fort  Hancock,  New 
Jersey,  spending  eight  months  in  this  work.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club;  Lodge  No.  979, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Center  Val¬ 
ley,  Armstrong  County;  Lodge  No.  387,  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Knights  of  Malta;  and  the  Junior  Order, 
United  American  Mechanics,  at  Homer  City. 

Rev.  Mr.  Held  married,  July  28,  1915,  Nell  M. 
Lawrence,  of  West  Finley,  Washington  County,  a 
daughter  of  T.  C.  and  Eva  (Cummins)  Lawrence. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Held  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 


1.  Roberta,  born  February  25,  1917.  2.  Le  Ora 

born  September  20,  1919.  3.  Wilbert,  born  August 

22,  1923.  4.  Robert,  born  January  26,  1925.  5.  John 
Thomas,  born  August  19,  1927. 


JOHN  R.  RICHARDS — After  having  been  identi¬ 
fied  for  many  years  with  the  coal  industry  in  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  Mr.  Richards 
became  interested  in  several  industrial  enterprises  at 
Indiana,  Indiana  County.  As  president  of  the  Dia¬ 
mond  Glassware  Company  of  Indiana,  he  has  done 
much  to  further  the  growth  of  this  well-known  con¬ 
cern.  He  is  a  director  of  several  financial  institu¬ 
tions,  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  by 
election  to  important  public  offices,  takes  an  active 
part  in  civic,  fraternal  and  religious  affairs  and, 
indeed,  is  in  every  respect  one  of  the  most  repre¬ 
sentative,  most  substantial  and  most  public-spirited 
citizen  of  Indiana. 

John  R.  Richards  was  born  at  Powelton,  Center 
County,  October  1,  1872,  and  is  of  Welsh  descent, 
being  the  only  son  of  John  J.  Richards.  His  father 
was  born  December  4,  1845,  at  Brady’s  Bend,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Jenkins) 
Richards,  both  natives  of  Wales,  the  former  having 
been  born  in  Cardiganshire.  John  Richards  was  a 
miner  in  his  native  Wales,  working  in  lead  and  other 
ore  mines.  Having  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
United  States,  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  sister, 
Jemima,  leaving  his  family  until  he  could  prepare  a 
home  for  them.  He  was  three  months  and  fourteen 
days  on  the  ocean,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  ship¬ 
wrecked,  and  was  alone  when  he  landed  at  New 
York,  his  sister  having  died  at  sea.  Proceeding  at 
once  to  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania,  he  did  not  find 
work  as  he  expected.  He  then  walked  from  there 
to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  arrived  with  but  twelve  cents 
in  his  pocket.  From  there  he  went  on  to  Brady’s 
Bend,  Armstrong  County,  where  he  commenced  to 
work  in  the  mines.  But  the  company,  which  em¬ 
ployed  him,  soon  afterwards  collapsed  and  in  com¬ 
pany  with  another  miner,  Richard  Alley,  John  Rich¬ 
ards  made  a  raft  and  went  down  the  Allegheny  River 
to  Pittsburgh.  He  mined  coal  at  Sawmill  Run  for  a 
cent  a  bushel,  but  soon  went  West  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  in  which  section  he  mined  coal  for  one 
winter.  Coming  back  to  Brady’s  Bend  he  found  the 
mines  had  started  again  and  he  was  employed  there 
for  several  years.  Meantime  he  had  sent  for  his  wife 
and  family,  these  consisting  of  four  children,  and  in 
1843  they  moved  to  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  worked  in  the  coal  mines.  The  family  made 
their  home  at  that  place  until  1858.  Mrs.  Richards 
died  there  in  1856,  and  Mr.  Richards  subsequently, 
in  1858,  moved  to  Broad  Top,  Huntingdon  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying 
January  12,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Richards  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  had  the  following  children: 
1.  Jemima,  who  married  Jeremiah  Griffiths  and  who 
died  at  Punxsutawney.  2.  Margaret,  who  married 
David  Shorthill  and  who  died  at  Livingston,  Mon¬ 
tana.  3.  Thomas,  a  resident  of  Puxsutawney.  4. 
Angeline,  who  married  William  Johns  and  who  died 
at  Punxsutawney.  5.  John  J.,  of  whom  further.  6. 
Abigail,  who  married  Joseph  Higgins,  and  who  died 
at  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania.  7.  Mary  Jane,  who 
married  William  Hill  of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania. 

John  J.  Richards,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
article,  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  at  Johns¬ 
town  and  Broad  Top,  Pennsylvania,  attending  school 


0 


PENNSYLVANIA 


45 


in  both  places.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
he  ran  away  twice  and  tried  to  enter  the  army,  but 
his  father  brought  him  back  each  time.  The  third 
time  he  made  the  attempt  he  was  successful,  and  he 
enlisted  at  Hollidaysburg,  Blair  County,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1864,  for  three  years  or  for  the  duration  of 
the  war,  becoming  a  private  in  Company  K,  Captain 
John  H.  Boring,  22d  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel 
George  Higgins,  with  which  he  served  twenty 
months,  being  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  October  26,  1865.  He  was  under  Sheridan  in 
the  Shenandoah  V alley  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Newmarket,  Port  Republic,  Aspa  Gap,  Opequan 
Creek,  Winchester  and  Cedar  Creek.  He  was 
wounded  while  on  scout  duty.  Coming  home  from 
the  army  he  went  to  work  in  the  mines.  On  May 
2 1,  1871,  he  married  Anna  Matilda  Drennen  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Drennen, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Huntingdon  County. 
After  his  marriage  he  worked  on  the  construction  of 
the  Juniata  Canal.  Locating  at  Powelton,  Center 
County,  Mr.  Richards  lived  there  two  years  and  then 
moved  to  Huntingdon  County.  Finally,  in  1903,  he 
moved  to  Indiana,  in  which  city  he  continued  to  live 
until  his  death.  He  had  one  son,  John  R.  Richards, 
the  subject  of  this  article. 

John  R.  Richards  attended  the  public  schools  in  his 
native  county  and  later  studied  at  Palms  Business 
College  of  Philadelphia.  He  went  to  work  for  the 
Berwind  Coal  Mining  Company,  being  employed  in 
the  mines  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  when  he 
started  drilling.  This  continued  as  his  principal  oc¬ 
cupation  for  many  years.  Following  it  continuously 
until  1893,  he  worked  in  the  mines  again  for  a  few 
years,  until  1897,  when  he  returned  to  the  drilling 
business.  In  the  spring  of  1898  he  bought  a  one- 
fourth  interest  in  a  drilling  business,  his  partners 
being  William  Pifer,  H.  Olson  and  T.  G.  Alabran, 
with  whom  he  was  associated  until  the  spring  of 
1900.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  to  his  partners  and 
entered  the  business  for  his  own  account.  He  filled 
large  contracts  for  boring  for  coal,  acquired  an  ex¬ 
tensive  patronage  in  the  fields  of  his  locality  and  of 
West  Virginia,  and  became  known  as  one  of  the  best 
and  most  expert  men  in  his  line  in  those  sections.  As 
he  prospered,  Mr.  Richards  invested  in  other  enter¬ 
prises.  He  became  a  stockholder  in  the  Dugan  Glass 
Company  of  Indiana  and  in  the  Indiana  Lumber 
Supply  Company.  He  has  shown  decided  business 
and  executive  ability  and  has  built  up  a  flourishing 
business  by  close  application  to  his  work  and  a 
thorough  study  of  the  most  approved  methods.  Mr. 
Richards  is  now  president  of  the  Diamond  Glass¬ 
ware  Company,  manufacturers  of  glassware  and 
table  ware,  of  Indiana.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Savings  and  Trust  Company  of  Indiana  and  of  the 
Indiana  Building  and  Loan  Association.  In  politics 
he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  during 
1920-24  he  served  as  sheriff  of  Indiana  County.  At 
one  time  he  also  was  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Bor¬ 
ough  Council,  of  which  he  was  president  for  two 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  313,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the 
Modern  Woodmen;  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Exalted 
Ruler.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 

In  1904  Mr.  Richards  married  Belle  Swarts,  of 
Indiana  County.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 


children:  Esther,  John  D.,  Robert  M.  and  Thomas 
J.  Mrs.  Richards  died  on  September  23,  1929.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Richards  had  four  grandchildren:  Mar¬ 
garet  Smith,  Constance  Lee  Richards,  John  Richards 
and  Joan  Richards,  the  last  two  being  twins. 


WILLIAM  D.  GAMBLE,  Pd.  D. — Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  schools  of  Sharon,  Dr.  William  D.  Gamble 
has  given  three  decades  to  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  as  educator  and  educational  executive.  He  came 
to  Sharon,  in  lesser  capacity,  a  score  of  years  ago, 
and  his  record,  largely,  has  been  the  record  of 
Sharon’s  educational  development.  Dr.  Gamble  is 
descended  from  two  educators  of  note.  Born  in 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  9,  1873,  he  is 
a  son  of  Hugh  M.  and  Ellen  (Dickey)  Gamble,  and 
a  grandson  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gamble,  who,  as  the  line’s 
progenitor  in  America,  came  here  from  the  North 
of  Ireland  about  1820,  conducted  a  school  for  a 
period  in  Boston,  went  then  to  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
and  came  next  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  at  Franklin. 
There  he  opened  and  conducted  an  academy  as  head¬ 
master.  Later  Rev.  Mr.  Gamble  removed  to  James¬ 
town,  where  he  founded  another  school.  This,  be¬ 
coming  of  considerable  importance  as  an  educational 
center,  drew  a  large  enrollment  and  after  flourishing 
for  several  years  was  granted  a  State  charter  with 
standing  as  a  college.  Rev.  Mr.  Gamble,  however, 
preferred  to  let  it  remain  in  the  category  of  prepara¬ 
tory  schools,  and  as  such  he  continued  its  affairs. 
William  Dickey,  maternal  grandfather  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liam  D.  Gamble  of  Sharon,  was  one  of  the  chief 
founders  of  Westminster  College,  and  did  a  great 
deal  to  create  the  prestige  of  that  institution,  now  so 
well  known  that  it  needs  no  introduction  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vanians.  One  of  the  first  to  graduate  from  W  est- 
minster  was  Dr.  Gamble’s  mother,  and  for  se\eral 
generations  members  of  the  family  have  been  enrolled 
among  its  students.  As  the  grandson  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Gamble  and  William  Dickey,  Dr.  Gamble  had  a  rich 
heritage  as  an  educator,  and  he  has  added  new 
laurels  to  a  collective  reputation  already  large  in  the 
scholastic  annals  of  the  Keystone  State.  Hugh  M. 
Gamble,  Dr.  Gamble’s  father,  received  his  own  in¬ 
struction  under  the  gifted  Rev.  Mr.  Gamble.  As  a 
young  man  he  engaged  with  proficiency  in  teaching, 
but  subsequently  turned  to  farming. 

Dr.  Gamble  secured  his  preparatory  instruction  in 
the  public  schools,  entered  Westminster  College,  and 
in  1896  received  therefrom  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  A  part  of  his  preparation  for  Westminster 
was  gained  at  his  paternal  grandfather’s  old  school 
in  Jamestown,  and  he  received  his  diploma  there  in 
1892.  In  1900  Westminster  College  conferred  on 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  in  1930,  that 
of  Doctor  of  Pedagogy.  In  the  meantime,  directly 
after  the  receipt  of  his  Master’s  degree  at  West¬ 
minster,  Dr.  Gamble  set  out  on  his  career  as  an  edu¬ 
cator,  in  which  he  has  given  his  continuous  best 
down  to  the  present.  Coming  to  Sharon  in  1910  as 
principal  of  the  high  school,  he  distinguished  himself 
so  notably  in  that  position  that  in  1913  he  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  city’s  schools.  Today  he  has 
under  his  supervision  ten  schools,  with  a  total  enroll¬ 
ment  of  more  than  5,500.  It  is  interesting  to  observe 
that  in  1913,  when  he  became  superintendent  of  the 
Sharon  educational  system,  the  total  enrollment  was 
below  half  this  number.  Apace  with  the  enlargement 
of  enrollment,  the  buildings  have  been  modernized, 
new  ones  constructed,  and  the  system  under  Dr. 
Gamble’s  control  has  been  altered  to  meet  changing 
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conditions  resulting  from  increased  numbers  of 
pupils.  He  sponsors  all  improvements  suitably  con¬ 
ceived  for  true  progress  in  teaching,  and  few  educa¬ 
tors  enjoy  a  wider  prestige  in  the  State.  Hand  in 
hand  with  his  work  as  supervising  director  of  the 
schools,  he  has  engaged  largely  in  general  cultural, 
civic  and  sociological  affairs,  and  now  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  the  City  Hospital,  a  trustee  of  West¬ 
minster  College,  active  in  welfare  work,  a  leader  in 
the  works  of  the  Salvation  Army,  and  has  done  much 
platform  speaking  in  worthy  causes,  mainly  along 
educational  lines.  Though  he  has  not  written  exten¬ 
sively  on  educational  subjects,  he  has  written  ex¬ 
tremely  well,  carefully,  with  ripened  thought,  and  his 
writing  and  speaking  have  done  their  part  to  make 
him  well  known,  respected,  admired.  Dr.  Gamble 
belongs  to  the  National  Education  Association  and 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association,  and 
takes  a  constructive  role  in  the  movements  of  these 
organizations.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  he  being  active  also  in 
the  Sunday  school  department  of  the  denomination. 

Dr.  Gamble  married  Mabel  McMichael,  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ann  (Williams)  McMichael; 
and  of  this  union  were  born  children:  i.  Mary 
Eleanor;  graduate  of  Westminster  College,  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching.  2.  Hugh  McMichael,  also  a 
graduate  of  Westminster,  and  now  secretary  of  the 
F.  H.  Buhl  Club  of  Sharon.  3.  William  Paul,  class 
of  ’32,  Westminster  College. 

Aside  from  his  widespread  participation  in  edu¬ 
cational,  cultural,  religious  and  kindred  matters,  Dr. 
Gamble  gives  a  good  share  of  his  time  to  affairs  in 
Sharon,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Rotary  Club. 

His  career  as  a  whole  down  to  the  present  time 
has  been  of  incalculable  value  to  his  fellowmen.  The 
number  of  children  and  those  of  youth  coming  under 
his  good  influence  as  an  educator  and  as  a  man  is 
legion. 


BLAIRSVILLE  LIBRARY  — The  Blairsville 
Library  was  founded  in  1872  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  but  was 
shortly  afterward  taken  over  by  the  organization 
formed  for  the  purpose,  the  Blairsville  Library  As¬ 
sociation.  Incorporation  was  made  in  1886  and  the 
first  president  was  the  Hon.  John  Hill,  who  had  as 
associates  the  following  members  of  the  first  board 
of  directors:  A.  P.  Kirtland,  Jacob  Graff,  T.  D. 
Cunningham,  Antes  Snyder.  In  1931  the  library 
board  was  formed  by  the  following:  S.  W.  Miller 
(q.  v.),  president;  Dr.  McClure,  vice-president;  H. 
H.  Wilson,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Hunter.  M. 
Louise  Ranson  is  the  librarian. 

In  1930  the  total  library  attendance  was  36,492 
and  the  total  number  of  books  loaned  was  30,409. 
Of  the  latter  8,935  were  books  of  fiction,  12,330 
juvenile  books,  768  classics,  1,829  magazines  and 
6,538  school  classics.  A  total  of  4,092  persons  were 
using  the  library’s  facilities,  many  of  these,  of 
course,  more  than  once  during  the  year.  503  new 
registrants  consisted  of  356  juveniles  and  147  adults. 
The  library  had  937  new  accessions  during  the  year, 
of  which  365  were  new  books  bought  and  572  were 
books  received  as  gifts.  Against  these  there  were 
152  books  that  had  to  be  discarded.  The  library  at 
the  present  time  has  over  twelve  thousand  volumes 
and  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  community 
as  a  force  for  educational  and  cultural  advancement. 


WILLIAM  BELL  RAMSAY — For  many  years 
managing  editor  of  the  Sharon  “Herald”  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Sharon  Herald  Publishing  Company, 
William  Bell  Ramsay,  of  this  city,  has  managed  well 
the  affairs  of  this  paper  and  has  proven  himself  an 
interested  and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Sharon  and 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Ramsay  was  born  in  Mercer,  Mercer  County, 
September  20,  1879,  son  of  Abram  Pearson  and 
Harriet  (Bell)  Ramsay.  His  father,  now  deceased, 
was  born  at  Slippery  Rock,  Butler  County,  and  was 
a  retired  merchant  and  salesman.  He  had  resided  in 
Sharon  for  nearly  fifty  years.  His  mother  was  born 
in  Liberty  Township,  Mercer  County,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Breckenridge)  Bell,  and 
died  in  Sharon  in  1911.  The  paternal  grandparents 
of  the  managing  editor  of  the  “Herald”  were  Wil¬ 
liam  Paxton  and  Sarah  (Pearson)  Ramsay. 

It  was  in  1900  that  William  B.  Ramsay,  of  this 
review,  began  his  work  in  the  newspaper  business  in 
Sharon.  Later  he  gained  much  knowledge  of  jour¬ 
nalism  through  his  connections  with  two  fine  jour¬ 
nals,  the  Pittsburgh  “Gazette-Times”  and  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  “Press,”  with  which  newspapers  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  from  1905  to  1907.  Returning  to  Sharon 
after  having  worked  on  these  city  papers,  he  pur¬ 
chased,  in  association  with  A.  Walter  McDowell, 
the  late  W.  S.  Organ,  and  Joseph  Buchholz,  the 
Sharon  “Weekly  Herald.”  That  was  in  1907.  And 
within  two  years  they  had  developed  it  into  a  daily 
newspaper,  the  present  “Herald,”  of  which  Mr. 
Ramsay  is  vice-president  and  managing  editor.  The 
growth  of  this  daily  paper  from  earliest  times,  with 
an  account  of  its  many  struggles  and  attainments,  may 
be  found  elsewhere  in  these  pages,  as  may  also  a 
record  of  the  life  of  Mr.  McDowell,  president  of  the 
publishing  company. 

Mr.  Ramsay  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  high  school,  afterward  studying 
for  three  years  at  Westminster  College,  New  Wil¬ 
mington,  Pennsylvania,  and  still  later  being  a  special 
student  for  a  year  at  Harvard  University.  He  is 
today  a  member  of  several  organizations  prominent 
in  Sharon,  Mercer  County  and  Pennsylvania  life, 
including  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose,  and  the  Sharon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
In  the  Masonic  order,  his  affiliations  are  with  Sharon 
Lodge,  No.  250;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  New  Castle;  and  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie.  Each  of  these  groups  has 
materially  gained,  in  one  way  or  another,  from  Mr. 
Ramsay’s  participation  in  its  affairs,  so  that  his 
position  in  Sharon  today  is  one  of  very  high  regard 
and  of  leadership  in  different  branches  of  civic  life. 

He  is  unmarried. 


THE  SHARON  “HERALD”— With  a  circula¬ 
tion  extending  not  only  through  Sharon  and  the  She- 
nango  Valley,  but  throughout  Mercer  County  and 
into  neighboring  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
the  Sharon  “Herald”  occupies  a  place  of  distinction 
in  the  journalism  of  the  western  part  of  this  State. 

The  history  of  the  “Herald”  goes  far  back  into 
the  story  of  Mercer  County.  The  first  paper  started 
in  Sharon,  this  county’s  metropolis,  was  the  “Her¬ 
ald,”  which  appeared  on  April  11,  1864.  It  was  or¬ 
ganized,  in  the  beginning,  in  an  office  under  the 
banking  house  of  Porter  and  Perkins,  the  proprie- 
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tors  of  the  paper  having  been  R.  C.  Frey  and  his 
brother,  J.  C.  Frey.  It  was  printed  on  a  No.  4 
Washington  hand  press,  and  commanded  the  modest 
subscription  price  of  $1.50  a  year,  always  in  advance. 

It  began  as  a  seven-column  sheet,  and  from  the  first 
advocated  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
On  April  20,  1865,  Dr.  John  Winter,  a  Baptist  min¬ 
ister  of  the  town,  bought  the  interest  of  R.  C.  Frey, 
and  the  business  then  came  to  be  known  as  J.  H. 
Frey  and  Company,  so  continuing  until  March  22, 
1866,  when  Mr.  Frey  bought  Dr.  Winter’s  interest 
and  became  the  sole  proprietor.  This  condition  of 
things  existed  until  November  1,  1866,  when  Calvin 
W.  Ray  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  paper.  On 
December  15  the  paper  was  enlarged  to  an  eight- 
column  sheet,  and  the  subscription  price  raised  to 
two  dollars  per  year.  On  January  1,  1869,  John  L. 
Morrison,  who  long  figured  prominently  in  Sharon 
journalism,  bought  Mr.  Frey’s  interest,  beginning 
soon  afterward  a  period  of  improvement  in  the 
equipment  and  facilities  of  the  paper. 

On  August  4,  1871,  it  was  again  enlarged,  to  a 
nine-column  paper,  and  a  new  Cotrell  and  Babcock 
power  press  was  bought.  On  July  1,  1874,  the  price 
was  reduced  to  one  dollar  a  year,  strictly  in  advance. 
On  January  1,  1876,  Mr.  Ray  purchased  Mr.  Mor¬ 
rison’s  interest,  Mr.  Morrison  himself  having  been 
elected  recorder,  and  became  the  sole  proprietor  of 
the  newspaper.  This  position  he  occupied  until 
March,  1879,  when  he  sold  the  plant  to  Mr.  Morri¬ 
son,  who  became  proprietor  and  editor.  Mr.  Mor¬ 
rison  died  in  1930;  and  until  the  end  of  his  life, 
though  he  had  no  financial  interest  in  the  daily,  was 
keenly  interested  in  the  offspring  of  what  had  origi¬ 
nally  been  his  publication.  He  was  distinguished  as 
a  Civil  War  veteran. 

In  October,  1907,  the  Sharon  Herald  Publishing 
Company  purchased  from  the  late  John  L.  Morrison 
the  Sharon  “Weekly  Herald,”  intending  immediately 
to  make  it  a  daily.  The  so-called  “panic  of  1907” 
came  at  that  time,  however,  whereupon  publication  of 
the  weekly  was  continued  until  April  12,  1909,  when 
the  first  number  of  the  daily  was  issued  with  fine 
support  from  the  public,  which  recognized  the  splen¬ 
did  background  that  had  been  built  in  the  years  since 
the  founding  of  Sharon’s  first  newspaper. 

Continued  growth  and  influence  brought  the  paper 
increasing  prestige,  but  its  career  was  almost  ter¬ 
minated  when,  in  the  disastrous  flood  of  March,  1913, 
the  building  and  equipment  of  the  “Herald”  were 
plunged  into  the  Shenango  River.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Farrell  “News,”  however,  published 
in  the  neighboring  city  of  Farrell,  the  “Herald”  re¬ 
sumed  publication  within  five  days.  Then,  for  a 
month,  while  equipment  was  being  installed  in  the 
present  home  of  the  paper,  in  the  Willsonia  Building, 
the  “Herald”  was  issued  as  a  morning  paper  from 
the  plant  of  the  New  Castle  News  Company,  of  New 
Castle,  the  president  of  that  corporation,  Fred  L. 
Rentz,  having  generously  offered  this  courtesy  for  as 
long  as  was  necessary.  The  wrecking  of  the  plant 
brought  out  most  forcibly  the  loyalty  of  the  com¬ 
munity  to  the  paper,  a  loyalty  that  has  never  flagged 
and  that  is  today  evident  in  the  strong  position  that 
the  paper  occupies  in  the  newspaper  field  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  The  “Herald”  has  now  outlived  the 
doubts  connected  with  its  earlier  existence,  and  is  a 
far  cry  from  the  small  paper  that  was  first  published 
in  the  stormy  times  of  1864.  Incidentally,  it  has  been 
one  of  the  potent  factors  in  maintaining  the  suprem¬ 
acy  of  the  Republican  party  in  Sharon  and  in  Mercer 


County,  though  it  follows  an  independent  course  in 
its  attitude  toward  public  matters,  being  what  is 
styled  “Independent  Republican.” 

The  Herald  Publishing  Company  was  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  on  December  14, 
1907,  the  incorporators  having  been  A.  \\  alter  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  William  S.  Organ,  Joseph  Buchholz  and 
William  B.  Ramsay.  Mr.  Organ  met  a  tragic  fate 
on  Christmas  Eve,  1920,  when  he  was  fatally  injured 
by  a  train  which  struck  him  at  the  East  State  Street 
crossing  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  in  Sharon. 
The  paper  has  as  its  present  officers:  A.  Walter 
McDowell,  of  mention  elsewhere  in  this  volume, 
president  and  treasurer;  William  B.  Ramsay,  vice- 
president  and  managing  editor,  a  personal  record  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  Joseph 
Buchholz,  secretary.  These  three  men  also  compose 
the  directorate.  Joseph  S.  Pharmer,  manager  of  the 
job  printing  plant  operated  in  connection  with  the 
paper,  is  also  a  minority  stockholder  in  the  company. 


ALEXANDER  WALTER  McDOWELL — As 

president  of  the  Sharon  Herald  Publishing  Company, 
publishers  of  the  Sharon  “Herald,”  Alexander  Walter 
McDowell  has  filled  an  important  place  in  the  jour¬ 
nalistic  affairs  of  the  city  of  Sharon,  the  county  of 
Mercer,  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

A.  Walter  McDowell  was  born  in  Sharon,  August  7, 
1883,  son  of  Parker  and  Martha  Ann  McDowell  and 
member  of  a  prominent  family  of  this  region  of  the 
State.  His  father  is  now  deceased.  He  early  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  and  high  schools  of  the 
old  borough  of  Sharon,  and,  after  two  years  of  high 
school  work,  studied  art  for  a  year  in  the  Cleveland 
School  of  Art,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  For  five  years  he 
was  connected,  in  a  clerical  capacity,  with  the  steel 
industry,  having  been  for  one-half  of  that  period 
with  the  Sharon  Steel  Company  and,  after  that  cor¬ 
poration’s  absorption  by  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation,  for  a  similar  length  of  time  with  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company.  He  also  spent  a  year 
with  an  audit  company  in  Pittsburgh. 

In  1907  he  became  associated  with  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Organ,  Joseph  Buchholz  and  William  B. 
Ramsay  in  the  purchase  of  the  old  “Weekly  Her¬ 
ald”  from  John  L.  Morrison,  who  was  long  promi¬ 
nent  in  newspaper  circles  and  took  a  keen  interest 
in  the  “Herald,”  though  no  longer  a  financial  one, 
until  his  death  in  1930.  Until  April  12,  1909,  the 
new  owners  continued  the  paper  as  a  weekly  publica¬ 
tion,  but  on  that  date  they  first  published  it  as  a 
daily,  thus  carrying  out  the  purpose  that  they  had 
had  in  mind  when  they  bought  it.  From  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  the  company,  Mr.  McDowell  served  as  its 
secretary  and  treasurer,  so  continuing  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Organ,  whom  he  succeeded  as  president. 
Retaining  the  treasurership,  however,  he  is  now 
both  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company. 

Before  becoming  interested  in  the  “Herald,”  Mr. 
McDowell  had  had  considerable  newspaper  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  art  departments  of  the  Cleveland  “Press,” 
the  Cincinnati  “Post,”  and  the  St.  Louis  “Star- 
Chronicle.”  Indeed,  from  boyhood,  he  had  been 
interested  in  journalism  and  newspapers,  having 
published,  when  only  nine  years  of  age,  with  his 
brother,  William  C.  McDowell,  then  thirteen  years 
old,  the  Sharon  “Star.”  This  amateur  weekly,  which 
is  still  remembered  by  the  older  residents  of  the 
Shenango  Valley  as  an  interesting  sidelight  of  Mer¬ 
cer  County  newspaper  history,  they  continued  for 
six  years.  The  success  of  the  “Herald,”  whose  com- 
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plete  history  appears  on  a  preceding  page,  is  now 
generally  recognized;  and  credit  for  it  must  go  to  a 
large  extent  to  the  untiring  labors  of  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Dowell  himself,  and  to  his  wide  knowledge  of  news¬ 
paper  publication,  both  from  study  and  from  his 
own  early  experience  and  training. 

In  the  general  civic  life  of  Sharon,  Mr.  McDowell 
has  always  taken  a  leading  part.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  is 
affiliated  with  Sharon  Lodge,  No.  250;  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  New 
Castle;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of  Erie,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
belongs,  too,  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Sharon 
Rotary  Club,  the  Sharon  Country  Club,  and  the 
Sharon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  McDowell,  who  is  unmarried,  makes  his  home 
in  Sharon,  in  whose  life  and  institutions  he  has 
from  the  outset  of  his  career  taken  a  lively  interest 
and  whose  well-being  he  has  done  much  to  promote 
through  his  newspaper  career  and  his  manifold  civic 
efforts. 


SAMUEL  WILSON  MILLER— For  consider¬ 
ably  more  than  three  decades  Mr.  Miller  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion,  law.  After  having  practiced  at  first  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  later  for  a  number  of  years  in  Spokane, 
Washington,  Mr.  Miller,  about  twenty  years  ago, 
came  to  Blairsville,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  town  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading  and 
most  successful  lawyers  since  then.  He  has  been 
prominently  active  in  civic,  religious,  financial  and 
fraternal  affairs  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
representative  citizens  of  this  part  of  Indiana  County. 

Samuel  Wilson  Miller  was  born  at  Wooster,  Ohio, 
July  19,  1873,  a  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Wiley  Miller, 
D.  D.,  and  Linnie  Ledlie  (Crawford)  Miller,  both 
now  deceased.  His  father,  who  was  born  at  Hickory, 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  3,  1836,  and 
who  died  at  Spokane,  Washington,  in  1908,  was  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  i860  from  the  old  Jefferson  College  at  Can- 
nonsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Later,  in  recognition  of  his 
eminent  services  as  a  clergyman,  he  received  the  hon¬ 
orary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Wooster 
University,  Wooster,  Ohio.  From  1880  until  1900 
he  served  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Saltsburg,  Indiana  County.  Mr.  Miller’s  mother  was 
born  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  in  1842,  and  died  on  June 
20,  1927.  Having  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Saltsburg,  Indiana  County,  Mr. 
Miller  then  attended  the  Kiskiminetas  Springs  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892  and  from  where 
he  went  to  Princeton  University.  Graduated  from 
the  latter  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1896,  Mr.  Miller  then  took  up  the  study  of 
law  at  the  New  York  Law  School,  New  York  City, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1898.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  but  immediately 
afterwards  came  to  Pittsburgh  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bar.  He  is  now  also  a  member  of 
the  bar  of  the  State  of  Washington.  At  first  Mr. 
Miller  practiced  for  seven  years  in  Pittsburgh  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Miller  and  Miller  and  later 
alone  and  under  his  own  name.  Removing  then  to 
the  Pacific  Coast,  he  practiced  for  six  years  in 
Spokane,  Washington.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  since  1913  he  has  prac¬ 


ticed  his  profession  at  Blairsville,  Indiana  County. 
His  practice  is  of  a  general  nature.  Until  1929  he 
practiced  alone.  In  that  year  Mr.  Miller’s  son, 
Samuel  Graff  Miller,  of  whom  further,  joined  his 
father  in  the  practice  of  law,  but  soon  afterwards 
withdrew  again  from  the  firm  of  Miller  and  Miller, 
in  order  to  accept  a  public  office  of  a  legal  nature  in 
Harrisburg.  Since  February,  1930,  Mr.  Ralph  Lytle 
Gessler  has  been  associated  in  practice  with  Mr. 
Miller  under  the  firm  name  of  Miller  and  Gessler. 
In  politics  Mr.  Miller  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  and  at  one  time  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board.  Since  1925  he 
has  been  president  of  the  Blairsville  Library  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  the  development  of  which  he  has  been  very 
effectively  active.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Blairs¬ 
ville  Savings  and  Trust  Company.  For  many  years 
prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  Mr.  Miller  is 
a  member  of  numerous  Masonic  bodies,  including  the 
following:  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  355,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master; 
Urania  Chapter,  No.  292,  of  Greensburg,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Kedron  Commandery,  No.  18,  Knights 
Templar;  Olivet  Council,  No.  13,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member;  and 
Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Miller  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Blairsville  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he 
is  a  past  president;  the  Ross  Mountain  Park  Asso¬ 
ciation;  the  University  Club  of  Pittsburgh;  and  the 
Harvard-Yale-Princeton  Club  of  Pittsburgh.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  is  an  elder,  serving  also  as  teacher  of 
the  Men’s  Brotherhood  Bible  Class. 

^Mr.  Miller  married,  June  12,  1900,  Wilma  Frew 
Graff,  a  graduate  of  Wilson  College,  from  which 
she  holds  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sallie  J.  R.  (Davis)  Graff, 
of  Blairsville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Samuel  Graff  Miller,  born  July  25,  1903. 
He  was  graduated  from  Princeton  University  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1925  and  studied 
then  for  one  year  at  Cambridge  University,  England. 
Upon  his  return  to  his  native  country  he  continued 
his  studies  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
he  attended  for  one  year  and  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law  at  the  University  of  Pittsburg  law  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1929.  Admitted  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bar  in  the  same  year,  he  became  associated 
in  practice  with  his  father  at  Blairsville  under  the 
firm  name  of  Miller  and  Miller.  This  association, 
however,  continued  only  until  November  1,  1929, 
when  the  younger  Mr.  Miller  became  a  law  examiner 
for  the  Public  Service  Commission  at  Harrisburg, 
which  position  he  still  holds. 


HUGH  MONTGOMERY  BELL— Since  1926, 
Hugh  Montgomery  Bell  has  served  as  principal  of 
the  high  school  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  the  city  of 
his  birth;  and  here,  as  in  his  other  positions  in  the 
educational  world,  he  has  succeeded  in  accomplish¬ 
ing  labors  of  value  and  worth.  He  has  done  every¬ 
thing  in  his  power  to  bring  up-to-date  methods  into 
practice  in  the  school  that  he  heads  here,  with  re¬ 
sults  that  have  been  most  beneficial  to  Indiana  and 
Indianans. 

Mr.  Bell  was  born  on  June  29,  1890,  at  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Hugh  Montgomery  and  Mary 
Jane  (Kerr)  Bell.  His  father  was  born  at  Smith’s 
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Station,  Indiana  County,  in  1852,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  on  April  7,  1910,  superintendent  of  the 
Indiana  Water  Company.  The  mother,  born  in 
Indiana  County  in  1855,  is  still  active  in  Indiana 
affairs  and  is  deeply  interested  in  boys’  work. 

The  son,  Hugh  Montgomery  Bell,  received  his  early 
education  in  his  native  city  of  Indiana,  and  was 
graduated  in  1907  from  the  high  school  of  this  city. 
He  then  took  up  his  studies  at  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Normal  School,  at  Indiana,  where  he  finished 
his  work  in  1911.  From  the  University  of  Michigan 
he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1922,  and  that 
of  Master  of  Arts  in  1929. 

Since  1911  he  has  been  consistently  and  continu¬ 
ously  engaged  in  school  work,  having  been  for  three 
years,  until  1914,  principal  of  the  Eighth  Ward  school 
at  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  then  served  as 
principal  of  schools  at  Clymer,  Indiana  County,  from 
1914  to  1917,  the  year  of  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  World  War.  After  the  close  of  hos¬ 
tilities  (and,  incidentally,  after  a  war  record  of  note 
which  we  shall  take  up  in  more  detail  below),  he 
attended  the  University  of  Michigan,  where,  as  noted 
above,  he  took  his  degree  in  1922.  And,  returning  to 
school  work,  he  became  principal  of  the  schools  of 
Rossiter,  Pennsylvania,  so  continuing  from  1922  to 
1926.  In  that  year  he  was  named  principal  of  the 
high  school  in  Indiana,  in  which  position  he  has 
remained  since  then. 

In  the  World  War,  Mr.  Bell  served  his  country 
for  twenty-two  months,  of  which  he  spent  one  year 
and  eight  days  overseas,  a  member  of  the  305th 
Engineers,  80th  Division.  He  was  discharged  from 
the  army  on  June  11,  1919.  Afterward,  however,  he 
was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Reserves. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Bell  has  always  adhered 
strictly  to  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  is  affiliated  with 
Lodge  No.  313;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  247,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  at  Kittanning;  Coudersport  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Pittsburgh 
Commandery  No.  1,  Knights  Templar;  and  Jaffa 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Altoona.  In  the  American  Legion,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Indiana  Post  No.  141;  and  he  belongs, 
too,  to  that  noted  war-time  organization,  the  “ 40  and 
8,”  in  which  he  is  affiliated  with  Locale  No.  748,  and 
is  Chet  de  Gare  Passe.  In  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  he  is  a  member  of  Indiana  Post  No.  1989. 

In  educational  group  he  is,  of  course,  a  leader,  be¬ 
ing  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Association 
and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association. 
He  is  an  honorary  member  of  Fraternity  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  a  past  president  and  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Craftsmen,  a  Masonic  club  of  that  university. 
He  belongs,  too,  to  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  his  church 
is  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal,  of  Indiana.  In  all 
his  activities,  Mr.  Bell  has  proved  himself  capable  of 
rendering  distinctive  service  to  his  fellowmen  in  all 
walks  of  life;  and  his  efforts  have  made  him  an  out¬ 
standing  and  a  useful  citizen,  and  one  whose  efforts 
have  been  broadly  beneficial  to  his  fellows  in  his 
native  city  of  Indiana  and  especially  in  educational 
circles  in  the  wider  sphere  of  the  State  and  the 
Nation. 

Hugh  Montgomery  Bell  married,  on  July  21,  1931, 
Anna  Elizabeth  Laughlin,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
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daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Pro- 
thero)  Laughlin. 

WILBUR  PAUL  GRAFF — Banker,  business 
man  and  civic  leader,  Wilbur  Paul  Graff  occupied  a 
position  of  distinguished  prominence  in  the  life  of 
Blairsville,  Pennsylvania,  for  many  years.  He  rose 
to  the  presidency  of  the  First  National  Bank  through 
the  merit  of  his  services,  holding  that  office  at  the 
time  of  his  death  in  addition  to  his  various  other 
connections  with  enterprises  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Graff  was  born  on  December  17,  1868,  at 
Blairsville.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
birthplace  and  subsequently  entered  Lafayette  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Thereafter  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Blairsville,  entering  the  employ  of  the 
First  National  Bank  as  a  clerk.  Meeting  the  minor 
responsibilities  which  came  to  him,  he  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  learn  all  details  of  banking 
thoroughly,  and  as  he  demonstrated  his  capacity  to 
assume  important  positions  he  gradually  rose  within 
the  organization  to  the  office  of  cashier.  Subse¬ 
quently,  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  guiding  the 
bank’s  affairs  with  sure  hand  along  the  pathway  of 
progress  and  success.  A  man  of  sound  judgment  and 
far-ranging  vision,  Mr.  Graff  was  an  extremely  able 
executive  whose  reputation  extended  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  banking  connections,  he  was  a  partner  in 
Graff  Brothers  Coal  Company  at  Blairsville,  manu¬ 
facturers  and  miners  of  coal. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Graff  was  a  strong  Republican, 
and  throughout  his  career  he  was  very  active  in 
civic  affairs,  lending  his  support  to  all  worthy  move¬ 
ments  in  the  public  interest  without  regard  for  party 
labels  if  he  thought  the  welfare  of  the  community 
was  thereby  better  served.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Blairsville  and  very 
prominent  in  its  work,  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
official  board  and  otherwise  contributing  generously 
of  his  time  and  substance  to  its  support. 

On  July  4,  1912,  Wilbur  Paul  Graff  married  Laura 
Rugg,  of  Blairsville,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Eliza  (Diffenbaugh)  Rugg,  both  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graff  became  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Paul  Wilbur,  born  on  June  2,  1916,  and 
now  a  student  at  Kiskiminetas  School. 

Mr.  Graff  died  on  September  15,  1920,  in  the  fifty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  He  was  then  at  the  full 
height  of  his  useful  life  and  his  loss  was  a  source 
of  deepest  regret  and  sorrow  to  the  community 
which  had  come  to  know  him  so  well  through  the 
years.  Loyal  to  high  principles  of  thought  and  con¬ 
duct,  strong  in  will  and  character,  he  won  the  re¬ 
spect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  and  the 
warm  friendship  of  hundreds  who  were  privileged  to 
know  him  intimately. 


CHARLES  HENRY  KIRK,  M.  D.— Well  known 
medical  practitioner  of  Homer  City  and  a  figure 
long  identified  with  productive  movements  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  here,  Dr.  Charles  Henry  Kirk 
has  had  a  replete  career  and  is  accounted  one  of  the 
prominent  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Born  at  Luthersburg,  Pennsylvania,  January  6, 
1876,  he  is  a  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Anna  M.  (Good- 
lander)  Kirk.  Joseph  H.  Kirk  was  born  in  Luth¬ 
ersburg,  in  1839,  and  died  December  26,  1913,  having 
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spent  his  life  in  that  community,  for  many  years  en¬ 
gaged  as  wagon  and  carriage  manufacturer.  Anna 
M.  (Goodlander)  Kirk  was  born  at  Redfern,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1845;  and  she  died  May  8,  1900.  In  the 
family  were  nine  children;  and  of  these,  eight  sur¬ 
vive. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  community,  Dr.  Kirk 
received  a  sound  academic  instruction.  He  graduated 
from  Bellefonte  Academy,  where  he  took  his  pre¬ 
medical  work,  and  in  1902  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  For  eleven  years,  until 
July,  1913,  he  practiced  with  increasing  success  at 
Troutville,  Pennsylvania,  then  came  to  Homer  City, 
where  his  professionally  maintained  prestige  has 
taken  on  new  renown.  His  practice  is  of  a  general 
character.  He  is  a  member  of  the  county  and  State 
medical  societies.  A  Democrat,  he  holds  an  extended 
influence  politically,  and  has  served  two  terms  as 
school  director  of  Homer  City.  He  belongs  to  the 
Lions  Club  and  fraternally  is  active  as  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  Lodge  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  to  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  His  church  is  the 
Lutheran,  in  which  he  serves  as  an  elder.  Fond  of 
out-door  pastimes.  Dr.  Kirk  is  a  member  of  the 
Stone  Creek  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club,  and  he  is  a 
popular  addition  to  any  circle  of  society. 

Dr.  Kirk  served  two  years  in  the  World  War,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps,  later 
becoming  a  captain,  specializing  in  X-ray  work.  He 
spent  a  year  overseas  in  France  and  Germany,  and 
was  discharged  July  25,  1919,  at  which  time  he  re¬ 
sumed  his  practice  in  Homer  City. 

On  September  18,  1901,  Dr.  Kirk  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  Gertrude  Burnett,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Katherine 
(Leonard)  Burnett.  Of  this  union  were  born  two 
children:  1.  Gladys  Odele,  who  married  Lester  W. 
Tuck,  of  Homer  City.  2.  Eva  Isabel,  born  March 
1,  1912.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk  have  also  two  grand¬ 
children:  Charles  Woodman  Tuck  and  Thomas  Kirk 
Tuck. 


CYRUS  MARLIN  HEILMAN— Superintendent 
of  Schools  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
Cyrus  Marlin  Heilman  has  served  in  this  position 
during  the  past  seventeen  years.  His  entire  active 
career  has  been  devoted  to  educational  work  and  his 
successful  record  sufficiently  indicates  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  the  occupation  of  his  choice. 

Mr.  Heilman  was  born  in  Kittanning  Township, 
Armstrong  County,  September  18,  1872,  a  son  of 
Reuben  and  Mary  (Everhart)  Heilman.  His  father, 
a  farmer,  born  in  Kittanning  Township  in  1832,  died 
in  November,  1916.  His  mother  was  born  at  Manor 
Station,  Westmoreland  County,  in  1836,  and  is  also 
now  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren  of  whom  six  are  still  living.  The  Heilman 
family  was  established  originally  in  Pennsylvania  by 
Peter  Heilman  who  came  from  Germany  in  1790, 
settling  in  that  part  of  Armstrong  County  now 
known  as  Heilman  Church. 

Cyrus  Marlin  Heilman  was  educated  in  local  public 
schools  and  subsequently  attended  Clarion  State 
Teachers’  College  and  Grove  City  College.  After 
the  completion  of  his  studies,  he  began  his  career 
as  a  teacher  in  the  rural  schools  of  Armstrong 
County  where  he  continued  for  six  years.  Then 
he  taught  for  fourteen  years  in  the  grade  schools 
and  high  school  at  Kittanning.  Finally,  in  1914,  he 


was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  of  Armstrong 
County.  Mr.  Heilman  has  filled  this  office  since 
that  time  and  is  now  serving  his  fifth  consecutive 
term.  He  has  administered  the  duties  of  his  posi¬ 
tion  with  great  efficiency,  raising  the  standards  of 
education  throughout  the  county  and  in  general  con¬ 
tributing  much  to  the  progress  of  the  schools  under 
his  guidance. 

Mr.  Heilman  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  wor¬ 
ships  with  his  family  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  teaching 
a  class  of  young  ladies  in  the  Lutheran  Sunday 
school  at  Kittanning.  Although  he  has  always  given 
his  best  attention  to  his  educational  duties,  he  has 
never  neglected  the  obligations  of  good  citizenship, 
lending  his  support  to  worthy  enterprises  in  the 
public  interest,  whether  civic  or  benevolent  in  na¬ 
ture. 

In  September,  1898,  Cyrus  Marlin  Heilman  married 
Rebecca  M.  Schaeffer,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of 
Simon  and  Sarah  (Cravener)  Schaeffer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heilman  are  the  parents  of  three  sons:  1. 
Ralph  W.,  now  associated  with  the  Hoover  Sweeper 
Company  of  Canton,  Ohio.  2.  Wade  E.  (q.  v.).  3. 
Ray  E.,  now  (1932)  a  member  of  the  senior  class  at 
Grove  City  College,  Pennsylvania. 


WADE  EMERSON  HEILMAN— Engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County, 
since  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1925,  Wade  Emer¬ 
son  Heilman  has  built  up  an  important  local  practice 
in  this  section,  and  although  still  relatively  young  is 
recognized  as  a  leading  figure  at  the  Armstrong 
County  bar. 

Mr.  Heilman  was  born  at  Kittanning,  on  June  29, 
1901,  a  son  of  Cyrus  M.  Heilman  (q.  v.),  and  of  Re¬ 
becca  M.  (Schaeffer)  Heilman.  He  was  educated  in 
local  public  schools  and,  following  his  graduation 
from  high  school  in  1919,  entered  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1923.  Thereafter,  he  entered  the  law  school 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  taking  the  Bachelor 
of  Laws  degree  at  that  institution  in  1925.  In  the 
same  year,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Kittan¬ 
ning.  Though  facing  the  usual  difficulties  of  the 
young  practitioner,  he  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of 
the  people  of  this  community  and  the  demands  on 
his  services  steadily  increased.  He  has  always  prac¬ 
ticed  independently  and  now  enjoys  a:  considerable 
clientele,  serving  among  his  other  connections  as 
solicitor  for  West  Kittanning  Borough,  Manorville 
Borough,  and  for  the  Rayburn  Township  School 
District.  Mr.  Heilman  has  also  been  secretary  of 
the  Armstrong  County  Bar  Association  since  I929> 
being  active  in  the  work  of  that  organization.  He 
is  affiliated  with  Phi  Delta  Phi  Fraternity,  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  Heilman  is  widely  known  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County  where  he  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

In  1925,  Wade  Emerson  Heilman  married  Betty 
Massingham,  of  Crafton,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Sherman  and  Agnes  (Boyce)  Massingham.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heilman  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Shirley  Katherine,  born  on  March  1,  1926.  2.  Betty 
Ann,  born  on  December  27,  1928. 


JOHN  CHAMBERS  THOMAS— On  both  his 
parents’  sides  a  member  of  old  and  prominent  Penn¬ 
sylvania  families  dating  back  to  Colonial  days,  Mr. 
Thomas  himself  is  a  native  and  lifelong  resident  of 
Indiana  County.  For  considerably  more  than  three 
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decades  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  in  various  capacities  and  for  the  last 
thirty  years  he  has  been  that  railroad’s  agent  at 
Homer  City,  Indiana  County.  As  the  result  of  his 
long  incumbency  of  this  position  Mr.  Thomas  is 
widely  known  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  and,  tak¬ 
ing  a  very  active  and  effective  part  in  various  phases 
of  the  community’s  life,  has  long  been  regarded  as 
one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Homer  City. 

The  Thomas  family  was  founded  in  this  country 
by  Mr.  Thomas’  paternal  great-grandfather,  Israel 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Wales  in  1757  and  who 
settled  on  Crooked  Creek,  Armstrong  Township, 
Indiana  County,  in  1800.  The  homestead,  which  he 
then  acquired,  is  still  owned  by  his  descendants.  He 
died  on  January  15,  1839,  having  married  Margaret 
Crooks,  who  died  May  21,  1851.  Their  son,  John 
Thomas,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  article,  was  born  in  1796  and  died  on  November 
13,  1872.  He  married  Anna  Lytle,  who  was  born 
December  10,  1808,  and  who  died  March  24,  1867. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Paton)  Lytle, 
her  father  having  been  born  on  December  19,  1772, 
and  having  died  on  August  21,  1855.  He  was  a  son 
of  William  Lytle,  who  was  born  at  Mahara,  Ireland, 
May  22,  1746.  He  married  a  Miss  Hart.  Mrs.  Ann 
(Paton)  Lytle,  one  of  the  great-grandmothers  of  the 
subject  of  this  article,  was  born  October  20,  1773, 
and  died  July  7,  1829. 

Amos  M.  Thomas,  the  father  of  John  Chambers 
Thomas,  was  born  December  6,  1846,  a  son  of  John 
and  Anna  (Lytle)  Thomas.  He  was  a  farmer  of 
Armstrong  Township,  Indiana  County,  and  died  May 
31,  1927,  having  married  on  February  27,  1868, 
Clarinda  Isabella  Armstrong,  who  was  born  March 
15,  1850,  and  who  died  November  20,  1918.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Amos  M.  Thomas  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  John  Chambers  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this 
article,  of  whom  further.  2.  Mary,  who  was  born 
March  29,  1870,  and  who  died  August  27,  1870.  3. 

An  infant,  who  was  born  July  7,  1871,  and  who  died 
August  11,  1871.  4.  William  Ira,  who  was  born 

October  3,  1872,  married  Laura  Belle  Fleming,  and 
now  resides  in  Denver,  Colorado.  5.  Luella  May, 
who  was  born  March  20,  1873,  and  who  died  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  1873.  6.  Sara  Wilda,  who  married  Clarence 
S.  Borland,  a  resident  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 

Clarinda  Isabella  (Armstrong)  Thomas,  the  mother 
of  John  Chambers  Thomas,  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Johnston)  Armstrong.  Her 
father  was  born  December  2,  1800,  and  died  January 
24,  1882.  He  was  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Oaks)  Armstrong  and  a  grandson  of  Thomas 
Armstrong  and  Agnes  Armstrong.  Thomas  Arm¬ 
strong  was  born  in  Ireland  of  Scottish  ancestry  and 
came  to  America  in  1748,  settling  at  Carlisle,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  served  from  1778  until  1783  in  the 
American  Revolution,  being  a  private  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  line  from  Bedford  County.  He  died  in  1809. 
His  son,  James  Armstrong,  the  maternal  great¬ 
grandfather  of  John  Chambers  Thomas,  was  born  in 
1767  and  died  in  1837,  his  wife  having  been  born  in 
Ireland  in  1777  and  dying  in  this  country  in  1846. 
Mary  (Johnston)  Armstrong,  the  maternal  grand¬ 
mother  of  John  Chambers  Thomas,  was  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Margaret  (Armstrong)  Johnston,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  William  and  Flora  (Campbell) 
Armstrong,  the  last  two  being  early  settlers  of 
Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania.  David  Johnston 
was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  married  in 


1790  and  died  in  this  country  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years. 

John  Chambers  Thomas,  the  oldest  son  and  child 
of  Amos  M.  and  Clarinda  Isabella  (Armstrong) 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Armstrong  Township,  Indiana 
County,  January  28,  1869.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town¬ 
ship  and  then  attended  the  Pennsylvania  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  and  Grove 
City  College.  In  1895  he  became  connected  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with  which  he  has  continued 
to  be  connected  ever  since  then  in  various  positions. 
Since  1901  he  has  been  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
agent  at  Homer  City,  Indiana  County.  In  politics 
he  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  he  has  served  for  twelve  years  as  a  member  of 
the  Homer  City  Council.  Through  his  descent  from 
Thomas  Armstrong,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Homer  City  Lions  Club.  His  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Thomas  married,  September  17,  1901,  Clara 
Farnsworth,  of  Grant  Township,  Indiana  County,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Buterbaugh) 
Farnsworth.  They  have  no  children. 

Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Thomas  is  a  member  of 
old  Pennsylvania  families,  dating  back  to  Colonial 
days.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann 
(Buterbaugh)  Farnsworth,  her  father  having  been 
born  August  2,  1834,  and  having  died  on  October 
4,  1915,  her  mother  having  been  born  on  July  29, 
1841.  John  Farnsworth  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Susannah  (Smiley)  Farnsworth,  the  latter  being  a 
widow,  Mrs.  Turner,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to 
John  Farnsworth.  John  Farnsworth  was  born  on 
July  26,  1786,  and  died  on  October  15,  1852,  being 
the  son  of  Henry  Farnsworth,  who  was  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1790,  having 
come  there  from  Virginia.  Susannah  (Smiley) 
Farnsworth,  who  was  born  January  2,  1793,  and  who 
died  October  11,  1855,  married  (first)  Joseph  Turner, 
Sr.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Bailey)  Smiley,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Clearfield  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Samuel  Smiley  was  born  in  1760  and  died  at  Utah- 
ville,  Clearfield  County,  on  April  24,  1834.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Bailey)  Smiley,  was  born  in  1764,  and 
died  on  April  26,  1835.  Mrs.  Farnsworth’s  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Fredrick  and  Margaret  (Lang- 
ham)  Buterbaugh,  who  were  married  on  September 
10,  1840.  The  former  was  born  on  June  1,  1814,  and 
died  on  March  4,  1900.  The  latter  was  born  on  Jan¬ 
uary  21,  1822,  and  died  on  December  9,  1899.  Fred¬ 
rick  Buterbaugh  was  the  son  of  William  and  Chris¬ 
tina  (Rodkey)  Buterbaugh,  both  of  German  an¬ 
cestry  and  both  early  settlers  of  Pleasant  Valley, 
Indiana  County.  The  former  was  born  in  1778  and 
died  on  August  19,  1859,  while  the  latter  was  born  in 
1776  and  died  on  September  27,  1859.  Margaret 
(Langham)  Buterbaugh,  the  maternal  grandmother 
of  Mrs.  Clara  (Farnsworth)  Thomas,  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Nicholas)  Langham. 
The  former  was  born  in  1793  and  died  on  August  30, 
1853,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  1794  and  died  on 
May  2,  1878.  Mrs.  John  Chambers  Thomas  is  one 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  consisting  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1.  Ida  Farnsworth,  who  married  Joseph 
Houck,  now  deceased.  2.  Azariah  Farnsworth,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  3.  Eva,  who  married 
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Ihomas  Baird  Allison,  now  deceased.  4.  Clara,  who 
married  John  Chambers  Thomas.  5.  Willis,  who 
died  in  1927,  having  married  Mary  Adda  McQuown. 
6.  Louise,  who  married  Rev.  Charles  Frederick 
Cornman.  7.  Mary,  who  married  Samuel  Edgar 
Lockhart.  8.  Bessina. 


HERBERT  EDWARD  REISGEN— For  almost 
ten  years  and  ever  since  the  completion  of  his  own 
education,  Mr.  Reisgen  has  devoted  himself  to  the 
education  of  others.  His  entire  career  has  been  spent 
in  his  native  State,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  recent  years 
he  has  filled  with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency  and 
conscientiousness  the  position  of  principal  of  public 
schools  at  Freeport,  Armstrong  County.  Under  his 
direction  the  schools  of  this  town  have  been  main¬ 
tained  on  a  very  high  plane  of  efficiency  and  have 
steadily  increased  their  influence  and  usefulness  in 
the  community.  Mr.  Reisgen  is  also  prominently  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  work  of  his  church  and,  since  coming  to 
Freeport,  has  made  many  friends  here. 

Herbert  Edward  Reisgen  was  born  at  Kittanning, 
Armstrong  County,  December  4,  1901,  a  son  of  Ferdi¬ 
nand  and  Dorothy  (Happe)  Reisgen.  Both  his  parents 
were  born  in  Germany.  His  father  is  chief  account¬ 
ant  for  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company  at  Ford 
City,  Armstrong  County.  One  of  a  family  of  five 
children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living,  Mr.  Reisgen 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  Ford  City  and  was  graduated 
from  the  local  high  school  in  1919.  He  then  attended 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
1923.  Immediately  afterwards  he  commenced  his 
educational  career  and  for  the  next  two  years  taught 
school  in  Mercer.  He  then  returned  to  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh  to  pursue  post-graduate  work  and 
at  the  end  of  one  year  received  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Education.  Thus,  still  further  prepared  for  his 
professional  activities,  Mr.  Reisgen  resumed  teach¬ 
ing  and  for  the  next  two  years  was  principal  of  the 
public  schools  of  Mill  Hall,  Clinton  County.  In 
1928  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Freeport,  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  In  this  position  Mr.  Reisgen  has 
understood  how  to  gain  the  liking,  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  alike  of  the  student  body,  the  teachers  whose 
work  he  directs,  and  the  parents  of  the  pupils.  As  a 
result  his  work  has  met  with  unusual  success.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  very  active  member, 
being  especially  interested  and  active  in  the  work  of 
the  choir  and  the  Sunday  school.  Ever  since  his 
college  days  Mr.  Reisgen  has  been  a  member  of 
Theta  Chi  Fraternity.  His  favorite  form  of  recrea¬ 
tion  is  golf. 

Mr.  Reisgen  married,  in  1923,  Anna  R.  Scheeren, 
of  Ford  City,  a  daughter  of  Tillman  and  Anna 
(Schultz)  Scheeren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reisgen  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Patricia  Ann,  born  No¬ 
vember  8,  1926.  2.  Carol  Jean,  born  November  12, 
1928. 


EDGAR  S.  HASSLER — To  the  newspaper  and 
printing  industries  of  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  after 
many  months’  service  in  the  World  War,  Edgar  S. 
Hassler  brought  education,  training  and  experience. 
He  purchased,  with  his  brother,  “The  Grove  City 
Herald,”  ran  it  according  to  ideas  developed  by  con¬ 


nections  with  papers  of  large  cities,  but  sold  it  after 
two  years  to  become  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  of 
the  place.  For  nearly  another  five  years  he  managed 
to  keep  out  of  the  newspaper  business  as  an  owner, 
although  never  losing  touch  with  the  professional 
side  of  publishing.  A  natural  and  trained  newspaper 
man,  one  deeply  interested  and  versed  in  the  affairs 
of  the  day,  as  was  perhaps  inevitable,  he  again  be¬ 
came  the  owner  of  a  paper  and,  since  1929,  has  been 
the  president  of  the  Grove  City  Printing  Company, 
and  publisher  of  the  Grove  City  “Reporter-Herald.” 

Mr.  Hassler  comes  of  a  family  literary  in  its  tastes 
and  abilities,  as  the  son  of  Rev.  Edgar  S.  and  Rilla 
(Prugh)  Hassler,  born  in  Somerset  County,  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  1893.  His  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  the  United  States,  who  was  a 
graduate  of  Mercersburg  Academy  and  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College.  The  greater  number  of  his 
parishes  were  in  Pennsylvania,  but  his  later  field  of 
labor  was  in  Ohio.  The  senior  Edgar  S.  Hassler 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Jacob  and  Matilda  (Stenger) 
Hassler,  the  former  being  also  a  minister  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  the  United  States  and  a  frequent 
contributor,  as  was  his  son,  to  magazines,  journals 
and  papers,  mostly  of  a  religious  character.  The 
family  as  a  whole  is  of  pre-Revolutionary  origin  in 
this  country,  and  through  its  members  there  has  run 
a  strong  religious  and  literary  strain  which  has  come 
to  the  surface  in  many  of  its  descendants. 

Edgar  S.  Hassler,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
review,  received  the  preliminaries  of  his  education 
in  the  district  and  town  schools  where  his  father 
happened  to  be  stationed.  Fie  was  prepared  for 
matriculation  at  a  college,  but  there  was  a  drop  or 
two  of  printer’s  ink  in  his  veins  which  inclined  him 
towards  news  reporting  more  than  to  further  scho¬ 
lastic  training.  Thereafter  he  combined  newspaper 
work  with  scholastic  study,  served  an  apprenticeship 
in  the  “Pittsburgh  Dispatch”  and  other  city  journals, 
and  was  well  on  his  way  in  a  journalistic  career. 
Then  came  the  World  War,  and  America’s  partici¬ 
pation  in  it.  Mr.  Hassler  promptly  enlisted,  May 
17,  1917,  and  was  assigned  to  Base  Hospital  No.  27, 
at  Pittsburgh.  In  the  autumn  he  accompanied  his 
unit  to  France,  and  from  October,  1917,  to  March, 
1919,  saw  service  overseas,  mainly  while  stationed  at 
Saint  Nazaire  and  Angers,  France.  .  With  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  in  his  pocket  and  little  else,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Pittsburgh,  took  up  again  his  studies  in 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  was  graduated  in 
1921,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In 
1926,  he  received  his  Master’s  degree  in  Arts,  from 
Grove  City  College,  Pennsylvania. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh,  in  1921,  he  entered  into  a  part¬ 
nership  with  his  brother  to  buy  the  “Grove  City 
Herald”  and  its  printing  outfit.  This  paper  had  been 
a  prohibition  journal,  which  was  compelled  to  change 
its  political  alignment  after  the  passage  of  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment,  and  was  doing  none  too 
well.  Mr.  Hassler  sold  his  interests  in  the  “Herald” 
in  1924  to  R.  C.  McClymonds  and  H.  W.  Lawrence, 
and  accepted  a  teacher’s  position  in  the  local  high 
school,  which  he  held  for  four  and  a  half  years.  He 
was  a  successful  teacher,  but  his  heart  remained  in 
the  printing  game.  His  knowledge  was  extensive  and 
he  knew  how  to  impart  it  to  others.  His  newspaper 
training,  and  an  experience  in  life  that  was  wide  and 
educative,  undoubtedly  were  greatly  helpful  in  his 
teaching.  In  1929,  however,  he  resigned  from  the 
high  school  staff  to  enter  the  publishing  business 
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again.  He  repurchased  holdings  in  the  Grove  City- 
Printing  Company  and  a  year  later  took  over  further 
interests  of  the  concern,  which  had  consolidated  the 
“Herald”  with  the  “Reporter”  to  form  the  “Re¬ 
porter-Herald.”  Mr.  Hassler  is  today  president  of 
this  company,  a  more  detailed  history  of  which  is 
related  in  a  separate  article  in  this  work.  The 
“Reporter-Herald”  is  issued  semi-weekly  and  has  a 
circulation  above  3,000.  The  job  printing  plant  is 
the  most  complete  and  modern  in  Grove  City. 

As  is  to  be  expected  of  a  vital  and  thorough-going 
newspaper  man,  Mr.  Hassler  is  interested  in  many 
things,  is  a  member  of  numerous  organizations  of 
widely  varying  character,  and  engages  in  many  ac¬ 
tivities  quite  unrelated  to  his  profession  and  busi¬ 
ness.  Fraternally  his  affiliations  are  with  Grove  City 
Lodge,  No.  603,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He 
keeps  in  close  touch  with  others  engaged  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  business,  being  a  member  of  the  National 
Education  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  Pub¬ 
lishers  Association.  His  is  a  familiar  and  popular 
figure  in  the  Commercial  and  Kiwanis  clubs  and  the 
American  Legion,  in  all  of  which  he  is  an  active 
member.  He  gives  allegiance  to  the  faith  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  in  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  Mr.  Hassler,  both  as  a  teacher  and  pub¬ 
lisher  has  been  highly  influential  in  the  affairs  of 
Grove  City  and  has  contributed  greatly  to  its  prog¬ 
ress  and  betterment. 

On  September  19,  1922,  Edgar  S.  Hassler  married 
Sylvia  Boots,  of  Grove  City,  an  accomplished  musi¬ 
cian.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hassler  reside  at  No.  534  Lib¬ 
erty  Street,  Grove  City. 


GROVE  CITY  PUBLISHING  COMPANY— 

The  modern  tendency  in  newspaper  publishing  has 
been  toward  fewer  and  better  journals.  No  longer 
can  the  journeyman  printer,  with  a  few  hundred 
dollars  in  his  pocket,  drop  in  on  some  small  town 
and  make  a  living  by  getting  out  a  news  sheet.  The 
great  newspapers  of  the  land  enter  all  homes,  the 
radio  brings  in  the  latest  news,  and  an  example  is  set 
and  limitations  established  thereby  which  make  it 
necessary  for  the  town  journal  with  its  limited  field 
to  measure  up  to  large  city  standards.  In  Grove 
City,  there  is  published  one  of  the  outstanding  local 
newspapers  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
“Reporter-Herald,”  a  consolidation  of  two  old  papers 
of  interesting  history. 

The  “Reporter”  was  founded  in  1879,  as  the  “Pine 
Grove  Telephone,”  the  first  paper  to  be  published 
in  the  city.  It  was  just  a  small  affair  little  different 
from  the  country  papers  which  sprang  up  all  over 
the  United  States  in  the  late  ’seventies  and  early 
’eighties.  The  most  notable  phases  of  its  history 
were  that  it  lived  long  and  had  comparatively  few 
owners.  Dr.  Borland  published  it;  then  C.  F.  Law¬ 
rence,  who  later  operated  under  the  name  of  the 
Lawrence  Printing  House,  owned  it  until  1913,  when 
J.  B.  Robinson  bought  the  Lawrence  Company  and 
the  paper,  now  “The  Reporter,”  and  issued  the  latter 
as  a  semi-weekly.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
in  1923,  the  plant  and  paper  were  run  by  his  sons, 
J.  B.  Robinson,  Jr.,  and  E.  F.  Robinson  until  May  1, 
1926,  when  it  was  merged  with  the  “Herald”  to  form 
the  “Reporter-Herald.” 

The  “Herald”  was  started  in  1903  with  A.  P. 
Hutchinson,  editor,  by  the  Mercer  County  Publish¬ 
ing  Company.  Later  R.  P.  Allen  took  over  the  man¬ 
agement,  and  within  a  few  more  years  the  paper  was 


purchased  by  Howard  Archer  and  G.  C.  Forquer, 
Ormond  Dean  and  C.  A.  Platt.  The  most  remark¬ 
able  thing  about  its  history  up  to  the  last  decade  was 
that  it  was  a  prohibition  paper  and  preached  loudly 
the  propaganda  of  that  party  until  the  passage  of  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment  deprived  it  of  a  reason  for 
being.  In  1921  the  Hassler  brothers,  J.  P.  and  E. 
S.,  bought  the  “Herald”  and  ran  it  until  1924,  when 
it  was  sold  to  R.  C.  McClymonds  and  Harry  W. 
Lawrence.  On  May  1,  1926,  the  owners  of  the 
“Reporter”  and  the  “Herald”  and  their  respective 
plants  agreed  to  merge  their  interests.  The  men 
involved  in  this  consolidation  were  among  the  most 
prominent  in  Grove  City,  and  their  names  are  worthy 
of  repetition:  E.  F.  Robinson,  R.  C.  McClymonds, 
H.  W.  Lawrence,  E.  C.  Sleet,  and  J.  F.  McClymonds. 
The  company  which  they  incorporated  was  known  as 
the  Grove  City  Printing  Company.  Mr.  E.  S. 
Hassler,  a  college  graduate,  whose  career  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  greater  detail  in  a  separate  article,  had 
become  a  teacher  in  the  local  public  schools,  but 
could  not  keep  away  from  the  newspaper  game.  In 
January,  1927,  he  took  over  the  interest  in  the 
“Reporter-Herald”  of  Mr.  McClymonds,  and  in 
August,  1930,  bought  out  E.  C.  Sleet,  then  owner 
of  the  Robinson  share  of  the  business  and  active  in 
an  editorial  capacity.  In  1932  the  officers  of  the  con¬ 
cern  were:  E.  S.  Hassler,  president;  J.  F.  McCly¬ 
monds,  vice-president;  M.  B.  Klimsmith,  secretary; 
P.  C.  Hassler,  treasurer;  and  C.  G.  McDonald, 
auditor.  The  “Reporter-Herald”  is  published  semi¬ 
weekly,  and  has  a  circulation  of  about  3,000  copies. 
It  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  influential 
newspapers  in  the  county.  The  job  printing  depart¬ 
ment  is  completely  furnished  with  up-to-date  ma¬ 
chinery  and  equipment  and  is  capable  of  turning  out 
all  manner  of  printing  from  the  one  page  “dodger” 
to  books. 


EDWARD  H.  McCLISTER,  M.  D.— Engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Kittanning,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Dr.  Edward  H.  McClister  has  performed  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  work  in  his  chosen  profession, 
and  has  won  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  medical 
colleagues  and  his  fellowmen  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Dr.  McClister  was  born  in  Kittanning  Township, 
Armstrong  County,  on  January  10,  1894;  and  his 
parents  were  David  Francis  and  Eliza  Jane  (Heil¬ 
man)  McClister.  His  father,  born  in  Washington 
County,  in  1854,  was  a  farmer  until  his  death  on 
May  8,  1916;  and  the  mother,  born  in  Kittanning 
Township,  Armstrong  County,  in  1857,  is  still  living. 
They  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 

The  third,  Edward  H.  McClister,  early  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  afterward 
studied  at  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Mercer 
County.  There  he  took  two  years  of  pre-medical 
work,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  became  a 
student  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1916.  Serving  his  interneship  at  Alle¬ 
gheny  General  Hospital  and  the  Children’s  Hospital, 
in  Pittsburgh,  for  two  years,  he  began,  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  that  period,  his  period  of  war  sendee. 
For  twelve  months  he  was  stationed  at  Base  Hospital 
No.  99;  and  during  that  period  of  overseas  service 
he  held  the  commission  of  first  lieutenant.  He  was 
discharged  from  the  army  in  June,  1919.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  of  that  year  he  came  to  Kittanning,  where  he  has 
since  practiced.  His  work  includes  both  his  general 
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practice  of  medicine  and  special  surgical  work.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Kittanning  General  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Along  with  his  regular  professional  work,  Dr. 
McClister  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society; 
and,  through  his  affiliations  with  these  groups,  he 
maintains  an  intimate  touch  with  the  affairs  of  the 
medical  craft  throughout  the  country  and  the  world. 
He  belongs  to  Omega  Upsilon  Phi  Fraternity,  which 
he  joined  in  his  student  days,  and  to  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  which  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  Lodge  No.  203,  of  Kittanning.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  the  “40  and 
8”  Society,  and  the  Kittanning  Country  Club,  as 
well  as  a  director  of  the  Merchants’  National  Bank 
of  Kittanning.  His  church  is  the  Lutheran.  In 
1929  he  was  honored  by  election  to  the  presidency  of 
the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society.  In  all  his 
work,  he  has  definitely  proven  himself  an  outstanding 
leader  in  his  profession  in  this  region  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  and  he  has  helped  his  community  and  its  peo¬ 
ple  in  a  great  variety  of  ways  through  his  breadth  of 
professional  knowledge  and  skill.  In  his  spare  time, 
he  is  fond  of  outdoor  recreations,  especially  hunting, 
in  which  he  indulges  to  a  considerable  extent  each 
season. 

Dr.  Edward  H.  McClister  married,  on  June  13, 
1918,  Nelle  Perkins,  of  Leechburg,  daughter  of  A. 
E.  Perkins  and  Alice  (Flavell)  Perkins.  They  had 
three  children:  1.  Edward  H.,  Jr.,  born  February 
5,  1920.  2.  Alice  Jane,  born  November  6,  1922.  3. 

James  David,  born  February  14,  1929. 

JAMES  C.  McGREGOR — Financial,  industrial 
and  public  connections  have  made  the  record  of 
James  C.  McGregor  outstanding,  and  Indiana,  the 
community  in  which  his  works  have  centered,  has 
had  many  benefits  from  an  active,  highly  purposed 
career.  One  of  the  best  known  business  leaders  in 
this  part  of  the  State,  he  comes  of  a  family  long 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Pennsylvania.  Son  of 
James  and  Catherine  (Pounds)  McGregor,  he  was 
born  in  Marion  Center,  January  2,  1865.  His  descent 
from  the  American  progenitor  is,  briefly,  as  follows: 

(I)  Alexander  McGregor,  native  of  Scotland,  was 
the  first  of  the  line  in  the  United  States.  He  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  near  Bedford,  Bedford  County.  A 
millwright  by  trade,  he  made  his  chief  activitiy  that 
of  farmer,  for  he  purchased  a  tract  near  Bedford  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  there  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

(II)  Daniel  McGregor,  son  of  Alexander,  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  Coming  to  Indi¬ 
ana  County,  he  lived  in  Washington  Township  for 
four  years,  then  moved  to  Porter  Township,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  April, 
1880,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  He,  too,  followed 
farming  as  his  principal  occupation,  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

(III)  Mahlon  McGregor,  one  of  Daniel’s  sons, 
was  born  in  Bedford  County  in  1810  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  moved  to  a  farm  near  Porter,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  1869.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Cowan- 
shannock  Township,  Armstrong  County,  and  spent 
the  balance  of  his  years  there,  engaged  in  farming 
and  breeding.  His  death  occurred  July  12,  1873.  He 
was  an  enterprising  and  capable  business  man,  and 


gave  all  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs,  taking 
no  part  in  public  matters,  though  a  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican.  Mahlon  McGregor  married  Margaret  Cham¬ 
bers,  who  was  born  in  Perry  Township,  Jefferson 
County,  daughter  of  James  Chambers,  a  farmer  near 
Jefferson  and  later  of  Indiana  County.  He,  Mr. 
Chambers,  also  carried  on  a  general  mercantile 
trade,  and  died  a  leader  in  his  community.  Mrs. 
McGregor  died  February  4,  1845,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-six.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGregor  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  active  in  its  projects. 

(IV)  James  McGregor,  their  son,  was  born  in 
Ringold  Township,  Jefferson  County,  December  6. 
1840,  and  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
went  to  work  in  a  brick  yard,  where  he  spent  a 
year.  He  continued  his  studies;  three  years  later  he 
became  a  teacher;  and  he  taught  a  year,  afterwards 
becoming  a  clerk  in  a  store.  After  seven  years  of 
that  experience  he  embarked  as  merchant  on  his  own 
account,  also  dealing  in  live  stock,  at  Marion  Center. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Indiana  County, 
and  commenced  the  three-year  term  on  January  1, 
1885.  In  1889  he  was  elected  county  register  and 
recorder,  taking  office  January  1,  1890,  and,  being 
reelected  at  the  close  of  the  term,  then  served  another. 
Six  years  of  continuous  service  were  his.  He  also 
held  local  offices,  having  been  school  director  of  the 
borough  of  Marion  Center  for  a  lengthy  period  and 
for  five  years  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1899  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  pure  food  commissioners,  serv¬ 
ing  continuously  for  many  years.  In  every  position 
he  held  he  justified  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  courtesy  and  fairness  made  him  well 
liked  in  his  various  public  and  business  capacities, 
and  he  was  always  a  staunch  Republican.  For  more 
than  forty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  one  of  the  congregation’s  most  effective 
workers,  president  of  the  trustees  and  member  of  the 
church  building  committee  charged  with  erecting 
the  present  church.  That  was  at  Marion  Center. 
After  removing  to  the  borough  of  Indiana  in  1884 
he  continued  with  the  church  as  member  of  the 
building  committee  here,  and  took  part  in  erecting 
the  church  now  standing,  in  1888.  On  September 
20,  i860,  Mr.  McGregor  married  (first)  Catherine 
Pounds,  daughter  of  John  Pounds  of  East  Mahoning 
Township,  Indiana  County.  Mrs.  McGregor  died 
March  11,  1880,  leaving  children:  Daniel  E.;  Wil¬ 
liam  H.;  James  C.,  of  whom  further;  Mary  O.; 
Clara  L.;  Alice  C.;  Anna  I.;  and  Harvey  M.  On 
March  14,  1881,  Mr.  McGregor  married  (second) 
Mrs.  Agnes  A.  (Duncan)  Sutton,  and  several  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  this  union,  the  following  of  whom 
survived:  John,  Frank,  and  Olive  E. 

(V)  James  C.  McGregor,  concerning  whom  we 
write  of  the  present  generation,  obtained  his  academic 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  Indiana  County  and 
as  a  young  man  clerked  in  his  father’s  store  for 
several  years.  Though  only  nineteen  when  his 
father  became  sheriff,  he  was  appointed  deputy  and 
served  creditably  the  full  term  of  three  years.  At 
the  close  of  that  period  he  engaged  in  the  livery  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  a  profitable 
patronage.  He  also  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
McGregor  and  Thomas,  distributors  of  the  Dodge 
automobile,  in  Indiana.  He  has  other  business  inter¬ 
ests,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  director  of  the 
Farmers’  Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  the  Collar 
and  Leather  Company,  as  well  as  of  the  Diamond 
Glass  Company  of  Indiana.  Like  his  father  before 
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him,  he  has  frequently  been  called  to  public  office.  In 
1903  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Republican 
County  Committee,  and  served  two  years.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  council  of  Indiana  Borough  and 
in  1898  was  appointed  revenue  collector,  serving  for 
five  years.  In  1904  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  twice  reappointed,  serving 
until  1915.  In  April,  1922,  he  was  appointed  United 
States  Marshal  for  the  Western  District  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  now  is  serving  his  third  term  at  that 
very  important  post.  Needless  to  say,  in  view  of  the 
many  honors  which  have  been  conferred  on  him, 
Mr.  McGregor  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  useful 
citizens  of  his  community.  He  belongs  to  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Club  of  Pittsburgh.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  Mr.  McGregor  has  been  for  many  years 
a  director  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Indiana 
County. 

James  C.  McGregor  married,  in  1885,  Kate  C. 
Derr,  daughter  of  Charles  Derr,  and  of  this  union 
were  born  two  children:  1.  Clark  W.,  in  the  life 
insurance  business  in  Harrisburg.  2.  Nellie  V.,  who 
married  Edward  B.  Bennett,  of  Indiana,  who  has 
three  children:  Kathryn,  Virginia,  and  Charlotte. 

James  C.  McGregor’s  offices  are  in  the  Indiana 
Theatre  Building,  Indiana. 


GEORGE  MANETT  HILL — For  a  few  years 
immediately  following  his  graduation  from  college, 
Mr.  Hill  devoted  himself  to  business.  During  the 
last  ten  years,  however,  he  has  been  engaged  in  edu¬ 
cational  work,  and  since  1922  he  has  been  professor 
of  science  in  the  public  schools  of  Indiana.  He  is  a 
very  able  teacher  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  superiors  and  associates  and  the  liking 
of  his  students  and  their  parents. 

George  Manett  Hill  was  born  at  Falls  Creek, 
Jefferson  County,  March  24,  1896,  a  son  of  Rev. 
George  H.  and  Eula  Schultz  (Manett)  Hill.  His 
father,  who  was  born  at  Blairsville,  Indiana  County, 
in  1862,  and  who  died  in  December,  1912,  was  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  Professor  Hill’s  mother  is  a 
native  of  Ellenville,  New  York.  One  of  a  family  of 
six  children,  all  of'  whom  are  living,  Professor  Hill 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Beechwoods,  Pennsylvania,  and  then  attended  the 
Blairsville  High  School,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1914.  From  there  he  went  to  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  graduating  from  that  institution 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1918.  Later 
he  pursued  post-graduate  work  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1930.  Immediately  after  graduat¬ 
ing  from  college,  Professor  Hill  became  associated 
with  the  United  States  Railroad  Administration,  with 
which  he  worked  for  two  years  at  Dubois,  Clear¬ 
field  County.  Next  he  was  connected  for  one  year 
with  the  shipping  department  of  the  Rochester  and 
Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company  at  Punxsutaw- 
ney>  Jefferson  County.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
Professor  Hill  engaged  in  educational  work  and  for 
the  next  year  served  as  assistant  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  with  the  public  schools  of  Saltsburg.  In  1922 
he  was  appointed  professor  of  science  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  of  Indiana,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  continued  to  serve  since  then.  He  is  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  and  district  trustee  of  the  Blairsville  Kiwanis 
Club  and  a  member  of  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  355,  of 
Blairsville,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as 
of  the  various  other  Masonic  bodies,  up  to  and  includ¬ 


ing  the  Consistory  at  Coudersport,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  favorite  hobby 
is  the  study  of  history. 

Professor  Hill  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
at  No.  255  North  Spring  Street,  Blairsville,  Indiana 
County. 


WILLIAM  J.  McGRATH — In  the  successful 
conduct  of  a  mortuary  establishment  it  is  an  incon¬ 
testable  fact  that  the  elements  of  dignity,  diplomacy 
and  sincere  sympathy  must  be  judiciously  mingled 
with  sound  business  ability  and  an  intimate  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  details  of  the  profession.  Called  upon  to 
perform  the  final  services  for  a  fellow-citizen,  the 
mortician  must  be  prepared  to  handle  the  situation 
with  delicacy  and  tact  and  to  carry  the  work  to  com¬ 
pletion  with  the  least  possible  friction.  In  accom¬ 
plishing  the  task  successfully  he  wins  the  gratitude 
of  those  most  interested  and  calls  the  attention  of  the 
community  at  large  to  himself  and  his  establishment. 
In  pursuance  of  this  character  of  business,  William 
J.  McGrath,  funeral  director  and  mortician,  of 
Sharon,  has  filled  the  exacting  requirements  and 
bears  the  highest  of  reputations  among  the  people 
and  among  his  professional  colleagues.  His  funeral 
home,  at  State  and  Ormond  streets,  in  Sharon,  where 
he  has  been  established  since  December  28,  1920,  is 
complete  in  every  detail  and  is  one  of  the  best  estab¬ 
lishments  of  its  character  in  Mercer  County.  In 
1930  he  added  a  fine  chapel,  with  seating  capacity  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty  persons. 

He  was  born  at  Homestead,  Pennsylvania,  July  2, 
1898,  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Ellen  (Lundy)  McGrath, 
both  natives  of  Ireland.  Patrick  McGrath  was  for¬ 
merly  employed  as  a  smelter  in  the  mills  of  Home¬ 
stead  and  now,  with  his  wife  and  family,  resides  in 
Sharon.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living.  These  are:  1.  Francis, 
master  mechanic  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and 
Manufacturing  Company  at  the  Sharon  plant.  2. 
James,  in  business  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  3.  John, 
twin  brother  of  William  J.,  a  salesman.  4.  William 
J.  5,  Elizabeth,  married  Thomas  Giblin,  a  railroad 
engineer,  of  Youngstown.  6.  Antoinette,  secretary, 
with  the  Domestic  Furnace  Company  of  Sharon.  7 
Agnes,  married  Harold  Kelley,  a  smelter,  with  the 
Central  Steel  Company. 

William  J.  McGrath  was  educated  in  the  parochial 
schools  and  afterward  attended  the  Pennsylvania 
School  of  Anatomy  at  Pittsburgh,  the  Eckles  School 
of  Embalming  and  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Em¬ 
balming.  Completing  these  studies,  he  established 
himself  in  business  in  Sharon,  as  related.  He  is 
licensed  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  and  is 
serving  his  second  term  as  coroner  of  Mercer  County. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National,  the  Pennsylvania 
State  and  the  Mercer  County  Funeral  Directors  asso¬ 
ciations.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Knights  of  St.  George,  St.  Joseph’s  Lyceum, 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  several  other  social 
organizations.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

William  J.  McGrath  married,  in  April,  1926, 
Theresa  Dolan,  of  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  a  registered 
nurse.  They  are  the  parents  of  William  Dolan  and 
Theresa  Catherine  McGrath,  and  an  adopted  child, 
Thomas  Joseph. 


56 


PENNSYLVANIA 


JAMES  FERGUSON  ALLISON,  M.  D.— 

When  the  time  had  arrived  for  Dr.  Allison  to  choose 
a  career,  he  decided  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  long  one  of  the  well-known  physicians 
of  Armstrong  County.  Carefully  preparing  himself 
for  his  future  professional  work,  Mr.  Allison  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  established  himself  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Ford  City  and  he  now  ranks  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  the  younger  generation  of 
physicians  in  this  part  of  Armstrong  County.  He  is 
a  member  of  several  medical  associations  and  is 
active  in  various  phases  of  the  community’s  life. 

James  Ferguson  Allison  was  born  at  McGrann, 
Armstrong  County,  April  8,  1901,  a  son  of  Dr.  J.  G. 
and  Elizabeth  (Ferguson)  Allison.  His  father,  who 
was  born  in  Butler  County,  December  13,  1867,  and 
who  died  at  Ford  City,  Armstrong  County,  October 
2,  1929,  was  graduated  from  the  Baltimore  Medical 
College  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1895.  He  then  practiced  medicine  at  Slate  Lick, 
Pennsylvania,  for  three  years  and  after  that  at 
McGrann,  Armstrong  County,  for  twenty-eight 
years.  In  1926  he  removed  to  Ford  City,  Armstrong 
County,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until  his 
death.  Dr.  Allison’s  mother  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County  on  November  13,  1868,  and  is  still  a  resident 
of  Ford  City.  One  of  a  family  of  three  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living,  Dr.  Allison  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  McGrann.  He 
then  attended  the  Ford  City  High  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1918,  and  after  that 
Muskingum  College  at  New  Concord,  Ohio,  gradu¬ 
ating  there  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1923.  Next  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  from 
the  medical  school  of  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1927.  Imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  he  became  an  interne  at  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Presbyterian  Hospital.  After  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  one  year  he  returned  to  Ford  City  and 
since  then  has  been  engaged  in  general  practice  here. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
Armstrong  County  Medical  Society,  as  well  as 
Omega  Upsilon  Phi  Fraternity.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Peoples  Bank  of  Ford  City.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  while  his  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  is  an  elder. 

Dr.  Allison  married,  July  17,  1928,  Ruth  Trimble, 
of  Butler,  a  daughter  of  S.  C.  and  Wilda  (Leslie) 
Trimble.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allison  are  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Trimble  Allison,  born  No¬ 
vember  8,  1929.  Dr.  Allison’s  offices  are  in  the 
Scheeren  Building,  Ford  City. 


JOHN  A.  SCOTT — For  many  years  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  bar  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Scott  is  also  widely 
known  as  an  exceptionally  able  banker.  One  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Savings  and  Trust  Company  of 
Indiana,  he  has  served  as  its  president  since  its 
opening  day  and  under  his  very  able  and  careful 
management  this  financial  institution  has  not  only 
enjoyed  steady  growth  and  prosperity,  but  has  become 
one  of  the  most  substantial  and  soundest  banks  in 
this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Scott  also  takes  an 
active  interest  in  other  phases  of  the  community’s 
life  and  naturally  occupies  a  position  of  importance 
and  influence. 

John  A.  Scott  was  born  at  Clarksburg,  Indiana 


County,  September  2,  1858,  a  son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Anderson)  Scott.  His  father  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  this  State 
and  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Indiana 
County.  He  died  in  1904  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
His  wife  is  now  also  deceased.  Their  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  five  children,  of  whom  one  son  is  deceased. 
Mr.  Scott  received  his  education  in  Elders  Ridge 
Academy  and  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1879,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Afterwards  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law  under  the  direction  of  Hon.  Silas  M.  Clark,  a 
former  member  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December, 
1884.  For  six  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions.  Later  he 
entered  upon  the  general  practice  of  law  at  Indiana. 
Subsequently  he  concentrated  his  efforts  and  atten¬ 
tion  upon  the  practice  of  corporation  law,  acting  as 
counsel  for  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company,  until  it 
was  merged  with  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company.  He 
was  general  counsel  for  several  years  for  the  Roch¬ 
ester  and  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company  and  is 
local  counsel  for  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Railway  Company.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Board  of 
Pennsylvania,  serving  on  it  for  five  years,  when  he 
resigned.  He  also  became  vice-president  of  the  Cly- 
mer  Water  Company  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  the  vice-president  of  the  Indiana  Hospital.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  State 
Teachers’  College  at  Indiana.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1903  Mr.  Scott  organized,  together  with  ex- 
Judge  S.  J.  Telford  and  ex-Governor  John  S.  Fisher, 
the  Savings  and  Trust  Company  of  Indiana.  This 
bank  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $125,000,  which 
has  been  increased  to  $500,000.  Its  first  officers  were 
as  follows:  John  A.  Scott,  president;  Judge  S.  J. 
Telford,  vice-president;  and  R.  M.  Wilson,  treasurer. 
Mr.  Scott  has  remained  the  executive  head  of  the 
institution  during  the  entire  period  of  its  existence, 
covering  now  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
his  associates  in  its  management  at  this  time  are:  S. 
M.  Jack,  vice-president;  E.  E.  Lewis,  secretary, 
treasurer  and  trust  officer;  J.  W.  McCartney,  assist¬ 
ant  treasurer;  H.  T.  Rankin,  assistant  treasurer;  and 
Robert  E.  Lewis,  assistant  trust  officer.  The  members 
of  the  board  of  directors  are:  John  S.  Fisher,  Gil¬ 
bert  Wolfenden,  B.  M.  Clark,  Robert  M.  Fisher, 
Henry  Hall,  S.  M.  Jack,  E.  E.  Lewis,  C.  M.  Lingle, 
A.  J.  Musser,  Elder  Peelor,  J.  R.  Richards,  D.  F. 
Rinn,  L.  W.  Robinson,  Jr.,  L.  F.  Sutter  and  John 
A.  Scott.  The  Savings  and  Trust  Company  origi¬ 
nally  occupied  a  building  at  Philadelphia  and  Car¬ 
penter  avenues,  which  it  subsequently  sold  and  which 
is  now  occupied  by  the  Citizens  National  Bank.  The 
Trust  Company  then  erected  the  modern  banking 
structure,  which  it  has  occupied  since  April,  1910, 
and  which  is  the  principal  office  building  of  Indiana. 
The  steady  growth  of  its  business  is  indicated  in 
the  following  table  of  total  resources:  July  6,  1903 
(opening  day)  $161,713.55;  October  31,  1908,  $1,326,- 
930,96;  November  1,  1913,  $2,531,971.03;  October  31, 
1918,  $3,821,825.81;  April  31,  1923,  $5,420,653.90; 
December  31,  1927,  $6,540,236.60. 

In  1899  Mr.  Scott  married  Edith  Young,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  J.  H.  Young,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
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sons  and  a  daughter:  i.  John  Y.,  who  was  graduated 
from  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  who  is  now 
a  Deputy  Attorney-General  at  Harrisburg.  2. 
Florence,  a  graduate  of  the  Birmingham  School  and 
later  a  student  at  Goucher  College  and  the  University 
of  Boston,  who  married  James  M.  W.  Chamberlain, 
an  Akron  manufacturer.  3.  Albert  H.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School  at 
Saltsburg,  Pennsylvania,  then  spent  three  years  at 
the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  is  now  at  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 


DONOVAN  H.  HENRY— Admittedly  one  of 
the  most  progressive  men  in  the  younger  ranks  of  the 
legal  profession  in  Mercer  County,  Donovan  H. 
Henry,  of  Greenville,  has  advanced  rapidly  in  his 
career  since  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1928.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  civic 
affairs  of  the  community  and  has  served  as  burgess 
since  January  21,  1930,  to  which  office  he  was  elected 
by  a  flattering  vote.  He  has  built  up  a  substantial 
practice  in  general  law  and  has  a  growing  clientele. 

Mr.  Henry  was  born  in  Greenville,  November  4, 
1903,  a  son  of  Vivian  and  Gertrude  (Keck)  Henry, 
and  a  grandson  of  Isaac  Keck,  of  Greenville,  and  of 
Dr.  L.  H.  Henry,  a  physician  of  Greenville.  Fol¬ 
lowing  preliminary  training  in  the  local  schools,  he 
entered  Thiel  College  and  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1925,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  He  then  matriculated  at  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh  and  took  the  law  course,  being  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  class  of  1928  and  receiving  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  then  returned  to  Green¬ 
ville  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  since  when  he  has 
been  established  in  practice. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Mercer  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Greenville  and  at¬ 
tends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As  already 
noted  he  is  now  the  chief  magistrate  of  his  native 
town,  his  term  of  office,  which  began  in  1930,  not 
expiring  until  1933. 

Donovan  H.  Henry  married,  June  10,  1931,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Coxon,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Coxon,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  8/^4 
Plum  Street,  Greenville. 


CLARENCE  CARSON  PARKS,  M.  D.— The 

practice  of  medicine  has  given  Clarence  Carson 
Parks,  M.  D.,  an  opportunity  to  perform  distin¬ 
guished  professional  service  to  his  fellowmen  in  his 
native  community  of  Leechburg,  Armstrong  County. 
Widely  known  and  respected,  he  is  in  an  especially 
strong  position  to  do  important  work  in  his  practice, 
which  is  of  a  general  nature. 

Born  on  January  26,  1880,  in  Leechburg,  Dr. 
Parks  is  a  member  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
this  State.  His  parents  were  Jacob  Hill  and  Mary 
Katherine  (Taylor)  Parks,  both  natives  of  the 
Leechburg  district;  and  his  great-grandfather  was 
Robert  Parks,  who  received  an  original  grant  of 
land  in  Armstrong  County,  this  State,  on  the  Kiski¬ 
minetas  River,  from  William  Penn.  That  property 
was  known  as  the  “Farmers’  Delight.”  Robert 
Parks’  brother  served  on  the  staff  of  General  George 
Washington  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  The  family  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Parks,  Jacob  Hill  Parks,  born 
near  Leechburg,  in  Armstrong  County,  in  1847,  was 


a  retail  druggist  in  Leechburg  from  1870  until  his 
death  in  1919.  The  business  is  still  being  conducted 
by  his  son,  John  Bratton  Parks.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Mary  K.  (Taylor)  Parks,  was  born  in  Leechburg  in 
1853.  She  died  in  June,  1910;  and  the  father,  on 
September  22,  1919.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  six  are  still  living. 

Of  these,  Clarence  Carson  Parks  early  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  Leechburg,  and  studied  at 
Elders  Ridge  Academy,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1902.  Going  then  to  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  in  Philadelphia,  he  wTas  graduated  in  1906, 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  For  one 
year  thereafter  he  was  an  interne  at  McKeesport 
Hospital;  but  since  that  year  of  interneship,  he  has 
been  continuously  engaged  in  a  general  practice  of 
his  profession. 

Quite  aside  from  his  activities  as  a  practitioner  of 
medicine,  which  have  kept  him  constantly  busy,  Dr. 
Parks  is  a  leader  in  the  general  affairs  of  the  healing 
craft,  being  a  member  of  the  Armstrong  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  He 
keeps  in  touch  regularly  with  the  latest  developments 
in  his  professional  field,  and  contributes  of  his  own 
fund  of  knowledge  and  experience  to  his  colleagues 
in  these  bodies;  so  that  he  may  be  justly  said  to  be  a 
leader  in  medical  work. 

Interested,  too,  in  civic  and  social  affairs  as  they 
pertain  to  Leechburg  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  In  fraternal  circles,  few  men  hold  more  im¬ 
portant  positions  than  he.  Especially  in  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  is  he  an  accredited  guiding  spirit, 
being  affiliated,  in  this  order,  with  Leechburg  Lodge, 
No.  577,  Kittanning  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Tancred  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  a  member,  too,  of  the  Phi  Beta  Pi 
Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  church  is  the  Pres¬ 
byterian. 

Into  all  of  these  groups  he  puts  his  best  energies 
and  his  full  measure  of  enthusiasm,  giving  to  them  the 
same  whole-hearted  interest  that  he  gives,  on  a  larger 
scale  of  course,  to  the  medical  profession.  In  his 
leisure  time,  Dr.  Parks  is  fond  of  outdoor  recrea¬ 
tional  life,  especially  of  the  game  of  golf,  which 
might  be  described  as  his  hobby.  He  is  a  member, 
too,  of  the  Hillcrest  Country  Club. 

Dr.  Clarence  Carson  Parks  married,  September  22, 
1909,  Zoe  Van  Dyke,  of  Mount  W  ashington,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Hill)  Van 
Dyke.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Richard  Hill,  born  March  11,  1911,  who  is 
a  student  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College.  2. 
Jane  Lucille,  born  April  2,  1917. 


JESSE  EARLE  AMBLER,  M.  D.— For  two 

decades  Dr.  Ambler  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  at  Ford  City, 
Armstrong  County.  Today  he  is  and  for  many  years 
past  he  has  been  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  surgeons  of  Armstrong  County.  He  is  active 
in  hospital  work  and  maintains  membership  in  several 
professional  societies,  as  well  as  in  a  number  of  fra¬ 
ternal  and  social  organizations.  Since  coming  to 
Ford  City,  Dr.  Ambler  has  interested  himself  in 
various  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  has  made 
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many  friends.  He  ranks  as  one  of  the  substantial 
and  representative  members  of  the  community. 

Jesse  Earle  Ambler  was  born  at  Abington,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  October  23,  1879,  a  son  of  the  late 
Henry  Smith  and  Maria  Anna  (Slugg)  Ambler.  His 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  born  at  Gwynned, 
November  21,  1839,  and  died  on  January  1,  1914. 
Dr.  Ambler’s  mother  was  born  at  Huntingdon  Val¬ 
ley,  April  7,  1851,  and  died  on  February  8,  1914. 
One  of  a  family  of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  now  living,  Dr.  Ambler  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
Abington  and  was  graduated  from  the  Abington  High 
School  in  1894.  He  then  attended  Temple  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Philadelphia  for  one  and  one-half  years  and 
after  that  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  Hahne¬ 
mann  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  from  which 
well-known  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1908.  Next  he 
served  as  interne  for  one  year  and  a  half  at  the 
Homeopathic  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh,  in  which  city 
he  then  practiced  his  profession  for  two  years.  In 
1912  Dr.  Ambler  came  to  Ford  City  and  ever  since 
then  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  surgery  in  this  town.  He  is  surgeon  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company  of  Ford  City  and 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Kittanning  General 
Hospital.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society, 
and  the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society,  as  well 
as  Kittanning  Lodge,  No.  203,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Kittanning  Country 
Club.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  served  very 
capably  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Ford 
City.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  His  favorite  form  of 
recreation  is  golf. 

Dr.  Ambler  married,  in  1916,  Helen  Eiger,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ford  City,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Bruchwalski)  Eiger.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ambler, 
who  make  their  home  at  No.  315  Ninth  Street,  Ford 
City,  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Mary 
Anne,  born  September  17,  1917.  2.  Helen  Mar¬ 

guerite,  born  February  8,  1920. 

JOHN  BLAIR  SUTTON— A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Sutton  is  not  only  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  this  city,  but  for  many  years 
has  also  been  prominently  active  in  many  other  direc¬ 
tions.  He  has  been  honored  by  election  to  important 
county  offices,  is  a  leading  figure  in  politics,  interests 
himself  actively  in  the  affairs  of  the  local  hospital 
and  the  State  Teachers’  College,  generously  sup¬ 
ports  the  work  of  his  church,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  members  and  officers  of  two  of  the  leading 
social  organizations  in  the  city.  Through  his  vari¬ 
ous  activities  he  has  done  much  to  further  civic 
progress  and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  its  people  and  its  institutions.  He  enjoys 
the  full  respect,  liking,  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  substan¬ 
tial,  most  representative  and  most  useful  citizens  of 
Indiana. 

John  Blair  Sutton  was  born  at  Indiana,  January 
3,  1874,  a  son  of  James  M.  and  Martha  (Stuchell) 
Sutton.  On  both  his  parents’  sides  he  belongs  to  old 
and  prominent  families  dating  back  to  Colonial  days. 
His  father  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  November 
3,  1841,  and  died  on  March  6,  1882.  He  was  for 


many  years  associated  with  the  Sutton-Wilson  Com¬ 
pany  of  Indiana,  one  of  the  leading  business  estab¬ 
lishments  of  the  city.  In  1870  he  served  as  treasurer 
of  Indiana  County.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  during  which  he  served  as  a  lieutenant  with 
Company  E,  148th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment, 
losing  a  leg  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  Mr.  Sut¬ 
ton’s  mother  was  born  in  Indiana  County  in  1845 
and  died  in  1875.  One  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
of  which  he  is  now  the  only  surviving  one,  Mr.  Sut¬ 
ton  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Indiana  and  under  private  tutors.  As  a  young  man 
he  became  connected  with  the  Sutton-Wilson  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  continued  in  various  clerical 
capacities  for  eight  years.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  law  office  of  Senator  George  W. 
Hood.  Later  he  served  for  six  years  as  deputy 
register  and  recorder  of  Indiana  County.  In  1907 
he  was  elected  register  and  recorder,  in  which  capac¬ 
ity  he  served  for  eight  years.  In  1912  he  became 
president  of  the  Sutton-Miller  Company,  Ford  dis¬ 
tributors  for  Indiana  County,  and  ever  since  then  he 
has  continued  as  the  head  of  this  well-known  and 
very  successful  business.  Since  1911  he  has  also  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Indiana.  Since  1915  he  has  been  a 
director  of  the  Indiana  Hospital  and  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Indiana  State  Teachers’  College.  An¬ 
other  organization,  which  has  benefited  by  his  active 
interest  in  its  affairs,  is  the  Salvation  Army,  of  the 
advisory  board  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for 
the  past  ten  years.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one 
of  the  most  active  and  most  popular  members  of  the 
Indiana  Country  Club  and  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club. 
Of  the  former  he  served  for  eight  years  as  president 
and  of  the  latter  he  is  the  treasurer,  which  office  he 
has  held  with  characteristic  ability  and  faithfulness 
for  thirty-five  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party  and  for  ten  years  he 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  Republican  County  Com¬ 
mittee.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  During  the  Spanish- American  War 
Mr.  Sutton  served  as  a  second  lieutenant  with  Com¬ 
pany  B,  2 1  st  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment,  his 
service  covering  the  entire  duration  of  the  war. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  one  of  the  State 
executive  secretaries  under  Hon.  George  W.  Pepper 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Committee  of  Public 
Safety.  He  also  served  very  effectively  as  chairman 
of  the  Indiana  County  Liberty  Loan  organization. 

Mr.  Sutton  married,  October  14,  1919,  Florence 
Downing,  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of 
James  D.  and  Angeline  (Dunhover)  Downing.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Sutton  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Nancy  Leanah,  born  October  15,  I922*  2*  Barbara 
Elizabeth,  born  May  27,  1924. 


WILLIAM  DUNN  GATES,  M.  D.  — For  more 

than  three  decades  Dr.  Gates  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  at 
Indiana.  During  this  long  time  he  has  built  up  a 
large  and  important  practice  and  has  made  for  him¬ 
self  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  exceptionally  skill¬ 
ful  and  successful  surgeon.  He  is  active  in  hospital 
work,  is  a  member  of  several  medical  organizations, 
belongs  to  a  number  of  social  and  fraternal  bodies 
and  is  a  generous  supporter  of  the  work  of  his 
church.  A  veteran  of  the  World  War,  Dr.  Gates 
served  with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  Army  Medical  Corps.  Of  course,  his  position 
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in  the  community,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident 
for  so  many  years,  is  one  of  importance  and  influence. 

William  Dunn  Gates  was  born  at  Springfield, 
Bradford  County,  October  24,  1865,  a  son  of  the 
late  William  and  Elizabeth  (Dunn)  Gates.  His 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  born  at  Springfield, 
Bradford  County,  and  died  in  1876.  Dr.  Gates’ 
mother  was  a  native  of  Lockhaven  and  died  in  1911. 
Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  Dr.  Gates,  after  he  had  graduated  from  the 
high  school  at  Troy,  Pennsylvania,  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  in 
Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1898.  Immediately 
following  the  completion  of  his  medical  studies  and 
training  he  came  to  Indiana  and  established  himself 
in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  specializing 
in  general  surgery.  He  had  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  surgeon  to  operate  in  the  Indiana  City  Hos¬ 
pital  and  has  been  on  its  surgical  staff  since  its 
opening.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  Indiana  County  Medical  Society.  During  the 
World  War  Dr.  Gates  served  for  eighteen  months  in 
the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps  with  the  rank 
of  captain.  For  seven  months  he  was  stationed  at 
Camp  Jackson,  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  for 
eleven  months  at  the  Embarkation  Hospital  in  Ho¬ 
boken,  New  Jersey,  serving  at  both  hospitals  as 
operating  surgeon.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  at  one  time  he  served  as 
coroner  of  Indiana.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cosmo¬ 
politan  Club  of  Indiana,  the  Indiana  Country  Club, 
and  Lodge  No.  931,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member.  His  re¬ 
ligious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr.  Gates  married  (second),  December  12,  1912, 
Carrie  Hill,  of  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  William  B. 
and  Annette  (Burnham)  Hill.  By  his  first  marriage 
to  Carrie  Baldwin,  which  marriage  was  dissolved, 
he  is  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Ruth  Gates. 


REV.  CORNELIUS  ENDERS— As  the  spiritual 
head  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  St. 
Marys,  Elk  County,  the  Rev.  Cornelius  Enders  is 
in  charge  of  one  of  the  historic  Roman  Catholic 
churches  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Within 
ten  years  of  its  centennial,  St.  Mary’s  Church  is 
able  to  look  back  upon  a  most  successful,  useful 
and  interesting  history. 

Early  in  the  year  1842,  a  number  of  Catholic 
families  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  formed  an 
association  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  colony  of 
German  Catholics  at  some  place  removed  from  the 
seats  of  racial  and  religious  riots  then  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  these  cities.  For  this  purpose  they 
appointed  a  committee  of  three,  vis. :  the  Messrs. 
John  Albert,  Nicolas  Reimel,  and  Michael  Derleth 
to  select  a  suitable  place  where  they  might  establish 
a  settlement  on  the  community  plan.  In  their  search 
for  a  suitable  place,  these  gentlemen  came  to  the 
Shippen  district  or  township,  in  that  part  of  McKean 
County  which  today  forms  Elk  County.  Here  they 
met  the  agent  of  the  Fox  Land  Company  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  who  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  these 
parts.  After  looking  over  this  territory,  the  com¬ 
mittee  considered  that  part  which  today  forms  St. 
Marys  and  Benzinger  Township  as  a  suitable  place 
for  their  purpose  and  bought  from  the  company 


35,000  acres  of  land.  This  tract  of  land  today  con¬ 
stitutes  the  borough  of  St.  Marys. 

Having  heard  the  satisfactory  report  of  their  com¬ 
mittee,  the  families  which  had  sent  it  at  once  began 
preparations  for  departure.  The  preparations  com¬ 
pleted,  they  set  out  for  their  new  homes  in  the  wil¬ 
derness  about  the  middle  of  September,  1842.  They 
traveled  in  two  caravans,  one  starting  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  other  from  Baltimore.  The  journey 
of  about  three  weeks  was  full  of  hardships.  The 
caravan  from  Philadelphia  consisted  of  the  following 
gentlemen  and  their  families:  Matthias  Wellendorf, 
John  Walker,  Francis  J.  Keller,  Herman  Koch, 
Julius  Vornbaum,  Adolph  Stockman,  Anthony  Evers, 
Nicolas  Hill,  Charles  Herbstritt,  Martin  Herbstritt, 
Joseph  Dill,  Nicolas  Reimel,  John  Albert,  Nicolas 
Reitenwald  and  John  Gerard.  They  moved  on  as  far 
as  Kersey,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  halted  at  the 
farm  of  John  Green  who  was  the  first  postmaster 
of  that  district. 

A  few  days  later  the  caravan  from  Baltimore, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Jacob  Schaut,  Benedict  Heubel, 
Berthold  Geyer,  and  John  Adelberger,  arrived.  They 
found  a  temporary  habitat  at  the  Green  farm.  When 
their  families  had  been  provided  for  as  well  as  die 
circumstances  would  permit,  the  men,  equipped  with 
the  necessary  tools  and  implements,  set  out  through 
the  dense  forest  to  build  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  families.  At  this  period  a  traveling  missionary, 
Father  Borgess,  from  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  stopped  at  the  new  settlement  attended  to 
the  spiritual  needs  of  the  settlers,  and  in  the  log 
house  of  John  Walker,  offered  the  first  holy  Mass 
in  St.  Marys,  October  12,  1842.  Not  long  after  this 
the  Rev.  Father  Prendergast  of  the  Congregation 
of  the  Most  Holy  Redeemer,  visited  the  little  colony. 
On  November  20,  1842,  he  baptized  the  first  child 
born  in  the  new  colony.  At  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  the  families  at  Kersey  were  notified  to  get 
ready  for  departure.  They  arrived  December  8,  the 
feast  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary,  and  from  this  fact  the  settlement  re¬ 
ceived  the  name  of  St.  Marys. 

The  absence  of  a  priest  was  keenly  felt  by  the 
colonists.  A  delegation  was  accordingly  sent  to  the 
superior  of  the  Redemptorist  Fathers  at  Baltimore 
with  the  earnest  request  to  give  to  the  colony  the 
needed  religious  assistance.  The  immediate  result  of 
these  efforts  was  that  the  Rev.  Father  Saenderl, 
C.  SS.  R.,  from  Pittsburgh  visited  the  colonists  at 
intervals  and  ministered  to  their  spiritual  needs.  The 
Rev.  Father  Cziwtowictz,  C.  SS.  R.,  visited  the 
colony  later  to  investigate  its  condition. 

Father  Alexander,  as  he  was  called  by  everybody, 
did  much  for  the  young  colony,  both  in  respect  to  its 
temporal  and  its  spiritual  needs.  He  brought  about 
the  transfer  of  the  original  land  purchase  contract 
from  the  colonists  to  two  prominent  Roman  Catholic 
leaders  from  Baltimore,  Messrs.  Benzinger  and  Esch- 
bach.  The  new  owners  of  the  land  granted  the 
Redemptorist  Fathers  in  all  about  seven  hundred 
acres  of  land  with  the  proviso  that  they  build  a 
church  and  school.  The  Fathers  began  to  build  in 
1844,  but  the  structure  was  not  completed  until  1845, 
when  Father  Alexander  came  to  St.  Marys  as  su¬ 
perior  of  the  newly  established  house.  The  com¬ 
pleted  edifice  measured  sixty  by  thirty  feet  and 
served  as  residence,  church  and  school. 

In  1847  St.  Marys  was  visited  by  Father  Boniface 
Wimmer,  O.  S.  B.,  then  a  simple  Benedictine  priest, 
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but  destined  to  become  later  archabbot.  He  was 
greatly  impressed  by  the  spirit  of  the  colonists  and 
by  the  future  possibilities  of  the  settlement.  Soon 
afterwards  the  Redemptorist  Fathers,  who  had  be¬ 
gun  many  other  missions,  could  no  longer  procure 
the  funds  necessary  to  carry  out  their  original  design 
of  establishing  a  house  of  study  and  retreat  at  St. 
Marys.  When,  therefore,  Father  Alexander  had  left 
unexpectedly  in  1849,  the  colonists  asked  Father 
Boniface  for  spiritual  help.  As  their  petition  had 
been  approved  of  by  the  ordinary  of  the  diocese, 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Michael  O’Connor,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Father  Boniface  thought  it  his  duty  to  send  two  of 
his  priests,  the  Rev.  PP.  Benedict  Heindl,  O.  S.  B., 
and  Andrew  Zugriegel,  O.  S.  B.,  until  a  suitable 
pastor  could  be  appointed  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop. 
The  two  Fathers  came  to  St.  Marys  in  December, 
1849.  Six  months  later,  a  secular  priest,  the  Rev. 
F.  Schaffleitner,  was  appointed  for  this  post.  But 
after  a  short  period  of  faithful  work  he  decided  to 
join  the  congregation  of  the  Most  Holy  Redeemer. 
When  he  informed  the  settlers  of  his  intention,  they 
again  appealed  to  the  Superior  of  St.  Vincent.  After 
taking  counsel  with  the  members  of  the  growing 
community,  Father  Boniface  accepted  the  pastor¬ 
ship  of  the  congregation  permanently,  provided  that 
the  lands  donated  to  the  Redemptorist  Fathers  be 
deeded  over  to  his  Order  and  that  several  other 
arrangements  be  made.  The  congregation  was  per¬ 
manently  transferred  to  the  Benedictine  Order. 
Fathers  Benedict  Heindl  and  Maurus  Zacherl,  a 
young  and  energetic  religious,  together  with  several 
Brothers,  were  sent  to  take  over  the  congregation. 
Father  Schaffleitner,  who  awaited  the  coming  of  the 
new  laborers,  remained  with  them  for  a  short  time. 

In  the  departure  of  Father  Alexander,  C.  SS.  R., 
the  settlers  lost  a  friend  who  had  from  the  beginning 
taken  a  fatherly  interest  in  all  their  affairs.  As 
provincial  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Most  Holy 
Redeemer,  he  had  sent  Brothers  to  St.  Marys  to  teach 
the  boys.  He  had  also  induced  the  school-sisters  of 
Notre  Dame  from  Munich,  to  instruct  the  girls  and 
to  establish  an  academy  at  St.  Marys. 

On  May  10,  1850,  a  fire  of  unknown  origin  de¬ 
stroyed  the  church  and  the  priest  house.  The  plans 
for  the  new  church  were  drawn  up  during  the  winter. 
Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  church  on  the  Mon¬ 
day  following  Whit-Sunday,  1852.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  June  27,  1852,  by  Father  Boniface.  The 
plans,  the  material  (with  the  exception  of  some 
nails)  and  the  work  were  furnished  by  the  colony. 

During  his  visit  to  Europe  in  1851,  Father  Boniface 
called  at  the  convent  of  St.  Walburga  in  Eichstaedt, 
with  the  purpose  of  interesting  the  community  in  his 
missionary  work  at  St.  Marys.  Three  brave  souls 
volunteered  to  look  after  the  needs  of  the  children: 
Mother  Benedicta  Riep,  and  Sisters  Walburga  Diet- 
rich  and  Maura  Flieger.  They  arrived  in  New  York 
on  July  3,  1852,  and  five  days  later  reached  St.  Vin¬ 
cent.  On  July  22,  they  arrived  at  St.  Marys.  The 
community  grew  quickly  and  the  increased  member¬ 
ship  necessitated  the  enlargement  of  the  original 
building.  A  one-story  building  with  an  attic  was 
accordingly  added  in  1854.  In  the  new  building 
the  Sisters  found  room  for  a  few  students.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  St.  Benedict’s  Academy.  At  the 
same  time  the  increased  number  of  members  enabled 
the  Sisters  to  take  charge  of  the  boys’  school ;  and 
from  1854  to  1895,  the  Sisters  taught  uninterruptedly 
in  the  borough  schools  of  St.  Marys. 


In  the  meantime  work  on  the  new  church  was 
pushed  along  with  unabated  zeal  and  untiring 
energy.  Though  still  unfinished,  the  church  was 
used  for  the  first  time  for  divine  services  December 
8,  18535  and  on  Christmas  Day  of  the  same  year 
the  Rev.  Father  Erhard  Vanino,  O.  S.  B.,  celebrated 
his  first  solemn  Mass  in  the  still  unfinished  church. 
In  July,  1854,  the  new  church,  finished  at  last,  was 
blessed  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Young  of  Erie. 

In  1855  St.  Vincent  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
an  abbey  with  Father  Boniface,  who  has  rightly 
been  called  the  “St.  Benedict  of  America,”  as  its 
first  abbot.  The  oldest  Order  of  the  church  was, 
therefore,  firmly  established  in  the  New  World 
Though  the  question  of  residence  was  now  settled, 
Abbot  Boniface  still  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  of  the  people  of  St. 
Marys.  This  interest  is  made  manifest  in  great  meas¬ 
ure  by  his  selection  of  pastors  and  assistants  for  St. 
Marys.  During  the  pastorate  of  his  successors,  the 
Rev.  Fathers  Aegidius  Christoph,  Romanus  Held, 
and  Ferdinand  Wolf,  the  congregation  paid  off  the 
debt  still  resting  on  the  church.  The  congregation 
prospered  especially  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Very 
Rev.  Pauline  Wenkman,  O.  S.  B.  Father  Pauline 
came  to  St.  Marys  December  12,  1866,  and  under 
his  able  and  energetic  administration  the  last  part 
of  the  debt  was  soon  paid  off.  The  church  was  con¬ 
secrated  August  15,  1869,  by  the  ordinary  of  the 
diocese,  the  Right  Rev.  Tobias  Mullen,  Bishop  of 
Erie. 

In  the  meantime  the  academy,  under  the  devoted 
guidance  of  the  Sisters,  had  also  enjoyed  a  period 
of  growth  and  a  new  academy  building  was  erected. 
Another  development  was  the  founding  of  a  second 
Roman  Catholic  church  at  St.  Marys,  named  the 
Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  and  devoted 
to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  English  speaking 
Roman  Catholics  of  St.  Marys,  largely  of  Irish 
origin.  The  new  church  was  blessed  on  June  18, 
1876.  Father  Edward  Hipelius,  O.  S.  B.,  was  its 
first  pastor.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Father 
Dennis,  O.  S.  B.,  who  in  the  course  of  years  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Fathers  Urban,  Anthony, 
Bede,  Severin  and  Innocent.  Father  Innocent  la¬ 
bored  faithfully  in  the  parish  from  1885  to  1890, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Father  Philip 
Kretz,  O.  S.  B.  Father  Innocent  was  then  recalled 
to  his  former  pastorate.  During  the  second  period 
of  his  pastorate  a  new  school  building  was  erected. 
During  the  short,  but  efficient  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Father  Pancratius,  O.  S.  B.,  funds  were  gathered 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  church.  The  good  work 
was  continued  under  Father  Eusebius  and  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  the  Rev.  Father  Cornelius  Enders.  Ground 
was  broken  August  28,  1905.  The  corner-stone  was 
laid  June  3,  1906,  by  the  Right  Rev.  John  Fitz- 
Maurice,  Bishop  of  Erie.  The  beautiful  Gothic 
edifice  was  solemnly  blessed  October  20,  1907*  by  the 
Right  Rev.  Ordinary  of  the  diocese.  The  new 
Sacred  Heart  Church,  built  entirely  of  domestic 
stone  donated  by  the  Benedictine  Society,  will  ever 
be  a  monument  to  the  untiring  zeal  and  energy  of 
Father  Cornelius  and  his  flock.  It  was  an  herculean 
task  and  demanded  great  sacrifices.  The  beautiful 
edifice  will  be  no  less  a  monument  to  the  generosity 
of  the  German  congregation  which  lent  a  willing 
hand  wherever  help  was  needed. 

Upon  the  return  of  Father  Innocent  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1891,  Father  Philip  was  appointed  prior  and 
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pastor  of  the  German  congregation.  Since  then  St. 
Mary’s  Church  has  continued  to  grow  and  prosper 
under  its  successive  pastors.  New  schools  have  been 
built  by  both  of  the  German  and  the  English  congre¬ 
gations.  A  new  high  school  staffed  by  fourteen  teach¬ 
ers  takes  care  of  three  hundred  pupils.  There  is  also 
a  fine,  well-equipped  gymnasium,  built  in  1902  for 
the  youth  of  St.  Marys.  In  recent  years  St.  Mary’s 
Church  has  been  in  charge  of  the  following  pastors' 
Rev.  Mellitus  Schamberger,  Rev.  Charles  Lindner, 
Rev.  Timothy  Seus,  and  Rev.  Cornelius  Enders,  the 
latter  being  the  present  incumbent.  On  August  17, 
1919,  St.  Mary’s  Parish  celebrated  its  diamond  jubilee 
and  St.  Mary’s  Church  the  golden  jubilee  of  its 
consecration.  The  parish  schools  today  have  a  daily 
average  of  attendance  of  more  than  nine  hundred 
pupils.  The  number  of  souls  in  the  parish  is  4,200 
and  the  staff  of  priests  consists  of  three  members. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Enders,  present  pastor  of  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  has  been  active  in  the  priesthood 
forty  years.  During  this  long  service  he  has  built 
three  churches,  two  schools  and  one  parish  house. 
Five  years  of  his  service  were  devoted  to  missionary 
work  in  Colorado,  while  the  rest  of  his  work  has 
been  done  in  western  Pennsylvania,  including  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  Vincent’s  Abbey  at  La- 
trobe,  Pennsylvania. 


JOSEPH  ARNOLD  ROBINSON,  M.  D.— For 

the  last  seventeen  years  and  ever  since  the  completion 
of  his  medical  training  and  education,  Dr.  Robin¬ 
son  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  at  New 
Bethlehem,  Clarion  County.  During  this  period  he 
has  built  up  a  large  and  important  practice  and  has 
made  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation.  He  main¬ 
tains  membership  in  several  medical  organizations 
and  has  a  host  of  friends  in  New  Bethlehem. 

Joseph  Arnold  Robinson  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
April  1,  1890,  a  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Fannie  (Hill) 
Robinson,  both  natives  of  Birmingham,  England. 
His  parents  had  come  to  the  United  States  imme¬ 
diately  following  their  marriage  and  had  settled  in 
Pittsburgh,  where  Dr.  Robinson’s  father  was  long 
connected  with  the  iron  and  steel  industry.  His 
mother  died  on  January  23,  1931.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  H.  Robinson  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Amelia,  who  married  Samuel  Babbs  of 
Pittsburgh.  2.  Alice,  who  married  James  Mcllwrath 
of  Pittsburgh.  3.  Fannie,  who  married  Simon  Giba- 
son  of  Pittsburgh.  4.  Albert  Arthur,  a  resident  of 
Pittsburgh.  5.  Joseph  Arnold,  of  whom  further.  6. 
Charles  H.  Having  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  and  having 
been  graduated  from  the  Pittsburgh  High  School 
in  1909,  Dr.  Robinson  took  up  the  study  of  medi¬ 
cine  at  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1913.  He  then 
served  as  an  interne  for  one  year  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  and  for  another  year  at  the 
Municipal  Hospital,  both  in  Pittsburgh.  He  has 
done  post-graduate  work  at  the  Medical  College, 
University  of  Buffalo.  In  1915  he  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
at  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion  County,  in  which  city 
he  has  continued  to  be  thus  engaged  ever  since 
then.  He  ranks  high  amongst  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion  of  Clarion  County’s  physicians  and  surgeons. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 


tion,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society.  For  eight 
years  a  member  of  the  New  Bethlehem  town  and 
council,  Dr.  Robinson  was  its  president  for  four 
years,  1926-30.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  during  1925-26  and  is  still  an  active  mem¬ 
ber.  The  First  National  Bank  of  New  Bethlehem 
counts  him  amongst  its  directors.  He  is  a  member 
of  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa  and  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
fraternities,  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  a 
member  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  trustee. 

Dr.  Robinson  married,  October  15,  1914,  Cath¬ 
erine  Wareham,  of  Maryland,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Junie  Ada  (George)  Wareham,  both  deceased. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Helen  May,  born  August  1,  1915.  2.  Doro¬ 
thy  Grace,  born  July  27,  1917. 


MARION  A.  CARRINGER — Twenty-five  years 
and  more  of  continuous  practice  of  the  law  has  placed 
Marion  A.  Carringer,  former  deputy  attorney-gen¬ 
eral  of  Pennsylvania,  among  the  leaders  of  the  For¬ 
est  County  bar.  His  office  and  residence  are  in 
Tionesta,  on  which  borough  his  practice  is  based. 
Mr.  Carringer  was  born  in  Sheakleyville,  Mercer 
County,  Pennsylvania,  November  5,  1876,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Marienville,  Forest  County.  Thence  he  went  to  the 
Clarion  (Pennsylvania)  State  Normal  School  and 
completed  his  course  in  preparation  for  college, 
graduating  in  1895.  He  next  entered  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity,  where  he  received  his  baccalaurate  on  grad¬ 
uation  in  the  class  of  1900.  He  read  law  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  bar  as  a  student-clerk  in  the  office  of 
Judge  Theodore  L.  Wilson,  of  Clarion.  In  1905  he 
was  certified  for  practice.  After  five  years  of  build¬ 
ing  up  a  clientage,  he  was  elected  district  attorney 
of  Forest  County  and  served  until  1915*  Four  years 
later  he  was  called  to  be  county  solicitor  of  Forest 
County,  and  filled  this  position  from  1919  to  1926. 
In  1925  he  was  appointed  assistant  deputy  attorney- 
general,  and  the  following  year  saw  him  advanced 
to  deputy  attorney-general  of  the  Commonwealth. 
He  served  during  the  World  War  as  government 
appeal  agent  for  Forest  County.  His  professional 
affiliations  include  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Forest  County  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Carringer  is  attorney  for  the  Forest  County 
National  Bank,  the  Jamieson  Lumber  and  Supply 
Company,  the  Forest  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Tionesta  Water  Supply  Company,  and  the 
Marienville  Glass  Company.  His  fraternal  relations 
include  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the 
Sigma  Chi  (college)  Fraternity.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Mr.  Carringer  married,  December  11,  1919,  June 
Herman,  who  was  born  in  Tionesta,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Rachel  M.,  Robert  M.,  and  Doro¬ 
thy  J.  Carringer.  All  the  children  reside  at  the  fam¬ 
ily  home  in  Tionesta. 


EDWARD  ALLISON  WILHELM,  D.  D.  S.-- 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  Dr.  Wil¬ 
helm  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  dentistry  for  more  than  three  decades.  He  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  dental 
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surgeons  of  Clarion,  where  he  has  practiced  his 
profession  ever  since  the  completion  of  his  dental 
studies. 

Edward  A.  Wilhelm  was  born  at  Jersey  Shore, 
Lycoming  County,  January  8,  1878,  a  son  of  the 
late  Dr.  Samuel  A.  and  Fannie  (Wood)  Wilhelm, 
both  natives  of  Lycoming  County  and  both  now 
deceased.  His  father,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
successful  dentist  died  on  January  10,  1926,  while 
his  mother  died  in  1888.  Dr.  Wilhelm  is  one  of  a 
family  of  four  children:  1.  Caroline,  who  died  in 
1922.  2.  Edward  A.,  of  whom  further.  3.  Maude,  who 
married  George  R.  Berlin,  of  Knox,  Pennsylvania. 
4.  Jane,  who  married  Dr.  Walter  Beyer  of  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  Dr.  Wilhelm  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  and  then  took  up  the 
study  of  dentistry  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
from  the  Dental  School  of  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgeon  in 
1899.  Immediately  afterwards  he  established  himself 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Clarion,  where 
he  has  continued  to  be  thus  engaged  with  outstand¬ 
ing  success  ever  since.  He  has  served  as  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Venango  and  Clarion  Counties  Dental 
Society  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Dental 
Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Dental  So¬ 
ciety.  He  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Clarion.  Long  active  in  Masonry,  he  is  a  member 
of  Clarion  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Oil 
City  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Wilhelm  married,  October  20,  1904,  Alice 
Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  M.  and  Mary  (Knox) 
Wilson,  of  Clarion.  Mrs.  Wilhelm  died  on  June  6, 
1928.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilhelm  were  the  parents  of 
two  sons:  Samuel  and  Edward  A.  Wilhelm,  Jr. 


REV.  AMOS  BANNISTER— For  nearly  two- 
score  years,  thirty-eight  to  be  exact,  Rev.  Amos 
Bannister  was  rector  of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church 
at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania.  Well  known  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  where  he  had  ministered, 
he  achieved  a  considerable  reputation  as  a  builder 
of  churches,  and  these  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
zeal  and  enterprise  in  things  spiritual.  Of  the  diocese 
of  Pittsburgh  he  had  served  as  a  member  of  the 
standing  committee  and  had  filled  the  offices  of  sec¬ 
retary  and  president.  To  him  was  accorded  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  appointed  a  special  preacher  and 
speaker  at  the  Anglican  Congress  held  in  London, 
England,  in  1908. 

Amos  Bannister  was  born  in  Manchester,  Eng¬ 
land,  October  3,  1859,  a  son  of  Amos  and  Catherine 
(Pearson)  Bannister.  After  attending  the  public 
schools  in  his  native  city,  concluding  with  a  course 
in  the  Lower  Moseley  Street  Grammar  School  of 
Manchester,  he  was  brought  to  America  by  his  par¬ 
ents.  From  1873  to  1878  he  studied  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  City,  finishing  his  preparatory 
course  in  the  high  school.  In  1879  he  filled  an 
assignment  as  a  tutor.  In  that  year  he  entered  the 
General  Theological  Seminary  at  Chelsea  Square, 
New  York  City,  and  on  graduation  in  the  class  of 
1882,  he  was  given  his  degree  in  Sacred  Theology. 

Having  presented  himself  for  deacon’s  orders,  he 
was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Horatio  Potter,  June 
4,  1882.  On  December  16,  1883,  he  was  raised  to  the 
priesthood  by  Bishop  Spalding.  He  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  in  New  York  City  from  1876  to 


1879,  and  from  the  latter  year  until  1882  officiated 
as  organist  of  All  Saints  Church,  New  York.  In 
the  latter  year  and  until  1883  he  was  curate  at  All 
Saints. 

The  year  1883  saw  Rev.  Mr.  Bannister  settled 
in  Rawlins,  Wyoming,  in  charge  of  St.  Thomas’ 
Church.  He  served  also  as  acting  chaplain  of  the 
7th  Regiment,  United  States  Infantry,  at  Fort  Steel, 
Wyoming.  In  1885-86  he  was  chaplain  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Wyoming. 
He  was  appointed  rector  of  St.  Thomas’  Church  at 
Alamosa,  Colorado,  in  1886,  and  served  it  until  1892, 
and  while  there  he  served  as  canon  missioner  of  San 
Louis  Valley.  In  1892  he  became  rector  of  Christ’s 
(now  St.  Barnabas’)  Church  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
and  in  the  following  year  was  similarly  retained.  In 
those  years  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  in  Denver. 

It  was  in  1893  that  Rev.  Mr.  Bannister  accepted 
the  call  of  the  people  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  at 
Beaver  Falls  to  be  their  rector  and  was  installed  in 
that  charge.  In  1897  he  was  chaplain  to  Bishop 
Whitehead  of  the  diocese  of  Pittsburgh  at  the  Lam¬ 
beth  Conference  in  London.  During  his  rectorship 
at  Beaver  Falls  many  honors  were  conferred  upon 
him.  In  addition  to  having  filled  the  offices  of  sec¬ 
retary  and  president  of  the  standing  committee  of 
the  diocese,  he  served  as  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Convention 
of  the  United  States.  During  the  long  period  that 
he  served  the  Beaver  Falls  Church  it  enjoyed  a 
rapid  growth.  Improvements  were  made  during  the 
four  decades  he  was  rector  of  the  congregation,  but 
the  outstanding  renovation  perhaps  was  made  in 
1926,  when  a  large  modern  parish  house  was  built. 
His  record  as  a  builder  of  churches  included  those 
at  Rawlins,  Wyoming,  1884;  Alamosa,  Colorado, 
1889;  La  Jara,  Colorado,  1889;  Monte  Vista,  Colo¬ 
rado,  1890.  He  founded  a  mission  at  Saratoga, 
Wyoming,  in  1885.  Tn  1903  he  built  the  rectory 
at  Beaver  Falls.  From  1905  to  1907  he  rendered 
timely  and  efficient  aid  as  a  member  of  the  standing 
committee  of  the  diocese,  and  his  long  term  in  the 
secretaryship  covered  the  years  1898  to  1906.  His 
tenure  as  president  was  from  1906  to  1907*  From 
June  14  to  24,  1908,  he  sat  in  the  Anglican  Congress 
at  London  as  a  delegate  from  America,  and  it  was 
from  June  10  to  25  of  that  year  he  acted  as  special 
preacher  and  speaker.  The  year,  1908,  he  was  in 
England  he  initiated  an  enterprise  in  behalf  of  a 
new  organ  at  Barrington  Parish,  Cambridge,  and 
this  has  since  been  consummated. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bannister  was  a  member  and  the  first 
essayist  of  the  Pittsburgh  Clerical  Union.  His  polit¬ 
ical  alignment  was  with  the  Republican  party,  and, 
generally  speaking,  he  voted  with  his  party.  Among 
his  fraternal  affiliations  were  Parian  Lodge,  No. 
662,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Harmony  Chapter, 
No.  206,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  Beaver  Valley 
Commandery,  No.  84,  Knights  Templar,  which  he 
served  as  prelate.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Brotherhood,  the  Beaver  Falls  Ministerial  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Beaver  Valley  Country  Club. 

Rev.  Amos  Bannister  married,  November  30,  1885, 
Elizabeth  Rench  Booth,  the  wedding  taking  place  in 
Rawlins,  Wyoming.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Mary  Booth,  and  was  born  in  Mary¬ 
land,  where  her  father  was  a  large  landowner.  The 
Booths  are  of  an  old,  distinguished  English  family, 
and  the  original  home,  now  more  than  two  centuries 
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old,  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  The 
children  of  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bannister  follow: 
1.  Amos  Harold  Bannister,  of  Morgantown,  West 
Virginia.  2.  William  Booth  Bannister,  of  Imperial. 
3.  Cortlandt  Bannister,  of  College  Hill.  4.  Pear¬ 
son  Bannister,  of  High  Point,  North  Carolina. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bannister,  which  occurred 
on  December  30,  1931,  removed  from  Beaver  Falls, 
the  diocese  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  ministerial  pro¬ 
fession  one  who  had  impressed  his  life  and  labors 
upon  great  numbers  of  people  during  his  more  than 
threescore  years  and  ten.  He  had  given  practically 
half  a  century  as  a  servant  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  throughout  that  period  his  work  had  been  of  a 
superior,  constructive  character,  and  he  had  en¬ 
deared  himself  to  those  who  came  under  his  minis¬ 
try  and  influence. 

W.  FRED  TURNER — A  native  and  lifelong  resi¬ 
dent  of  Freeport,  Armstrong  County,  and  a  member 
of  an  old  and  prominent  Pennsylvania  family,  Mr. 
Turner  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
his  native  town.  Not  only  is  he  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  Freeport,  but  for  many 
years  he  has  also  been  prominently  active  in  public 
life,  is  a  popular  member  of  numerous  fraternal 
organizations,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  Masons 
of  Armstrong  County.  Through  these  various  activi¬ 
ties  he  has  constantly  made  important  contributions 
to  civic  progress  and  in  many  ways  has  furthered  the 
welfare  of  his  native  town  and  county,  their  people 
and  their  institutions. 

W.  Fred  Turner  was  born  at  Freeport,  Armstrong 
County,  April  28,  1864,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Jane  (Clark)  Turner.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  County  on  July  8,  1828,  and  who 
died  in  January,  1913,  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture 
and  coffins  and  became  a  successful  merchant,  operat¬ 
ing  also,  in  association  with  his  son,  a  well-known 
undertaking  business.  Having  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools 
of  his  native  town,  W.  Fred  Turner  then  attended 
the  Actual  Business  College  in  Pittsburgh.  After 
completing  his  education  he  returned  to  Freeport 
and  became  associated  in  business  with  his  father 
under  the  firm  name  of  S.  Turner  and  Son.  This 
firm  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading  furniture  con¬ 
cerns  and  undertaking  establishments  in  this  part  of 
Armstrong  County.  Father  and  son  continued  in 
partnership  until  the  older  Mr.  Turner’s  death  in 
1913,  since  when  the  subject  of  this  article  has  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  alone.  One  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Farmers  National  Bank  of  Freeport,  Mr.  Turner 
served  as  vice-president  until  1928  and  since  then 
has  been  president  of  this  bank,  the  success  and 
prosperity  of  which  owe  much  to  him.  His  promi¬ 
nence  in  business,  financial  and  civic  affairs  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  fact  that  he  has  served  for  several  years 
as  president  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In 
politics  Mr.  Turner  has  always  been  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  When  he  was 
only  twenty-three  years  old,  he  was  elected  burgess 
of  Freeport,  which  office  he  filled  with  characteristic 
ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness.  He  has  also 
served  several  terms  as  a  member  of  the  Borough 
Council.  During  1897-99  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  House  of  Representatives  and 
in  1919  he  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate. 
As  a  legislator  Mr.  Turner  proved  himself  very 
effective  and  during  his  service  in  the  Legislature  he 


did  much  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  constituency. 
Many  years  ago  Mr.  Turner  became  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he  has  continued  to  be 
prominently  active  ever  since  then.  He  is  a  member 
of  Armstrong  Lodge,  No.  239,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master;  Orient  Chap¬ 
ter  at  Kittanning,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Pittsburgh 
Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights  Templar;  Kittanning 
Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Valley  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 
Syria  Temple  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the  Masonic  Vet¬ 
erans  Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of  several 
other  fraternal  organizations,  including  the  following: 
Freeport  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows;  Tarentum  Lodge,  No.  644,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles;  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  and  the  Junior 
Order,  United  American  Mechanics.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Turner  married,  January  20,  1887,  Lida 

Bricker,  of  Freeport,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  and 
Levenia  (Hawk)  Bricker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  1.  Margaret  L., 
now  Mrs.  George  L.  Ralston  of  Freeport  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Turner  Ralston  and  Eleanor 
Ralston.  2.  Dorothy  M.,  now  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Mal¬ 
colm  of  Curtisville,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Jean  and  Jane  Malcolm. 


HARRY  T.  KLINESTIVER,  of  Tionesta,  is 
co-proprietor  of  the  “Forest  Republican,”  which 
position  has  given  him  an  excellent  standing  in  the 
field  of  journalism  in  his  section  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Klinestivers  father  was  George  Klinestiver, 
a  blacksmith  and  millwright,  and  his  mother,  Dorcas 
Lawrence.  Both  parents  are  deceased.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  follow:  1.  William,  deceased.  2.  Catherine, 
deceased.  3.  Jacob  L.,  of  East  Hickory.  4.  Charles 
F.,  deceased.  5.  Harry  T.,  of  this  review,  see  fur¬ 
ther.  6.  Florence,  who  is  connected  with  the  post 
office  department  at  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  George  Klinestiver  married  (second)  Frederika 
Baumgardner,  and  by  this  union  there  are  three 
children:  1.  Emma,  married  S.  H.  Secor,  of  Shef¬ 
field,  Pennsylvania,  he  being  now  deceased.  2. 
George  H.,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Frederick 
R.,  of  Nebraska,  Pennsylvania. 

Harry  T.  Klinestiver,  fifth  child  of  George  and 
Dorcas  (Lawrence)  Klinestiver,  was  born  in  Forest 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December  28,  1870.  March 
4,  1868,  “The  Bee,”  the  second  newspaper  in  Forest 
County,  was  established  by  Colonel  J.  W.  H.  Reis- 
inger,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Its  second  editor 
was  for  a  short  time  W.  R.  Dunn,  also  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War.  In  1869  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  “Forest  Republican,”  which  it  has  since  borne. 
The  first  editor  of  the  “Forest  Republican”  was 
Edward  W.  Smiley,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  E. 
J.  McQuillan.  In  1870,  W.  R.  Dunn  became  the 
owner.  On  February  19,  1879,  Jacob  E.  Wenk, 
uncle  of  Mr.  Klinestiver,  bought  the  paper  and  con¬ 
ducted  it  in  person  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  June  28,  1922.  In  November,  1922,  his  son, 
Benjamin  K.  Wenk,  and  Mr.  Klinestiver  took  over 
the  property  by  purchase  and  they  have  since  been 
the  owners  and  publishers.  Benjamin  K.  Wenk,  son 
of  Jacob  E.  and  Florence  (Knox)  Wenk,  was  born 
June  6,  1890,  he  being  the  third  child  and  the  others, 
Dr.  Karl  Edward,  of  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Arietta  Maude,  deceased. 
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ANDREW  ALBERT  PISTNER— Since  1912 
Mr.  Pistner  has  been  superintendent  of  the  plant  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Fireproofing  Company  at  St.  Marys, 
Elk  County.  He  is  also  an  important  figure  in  the 
municipal  affairs  of  the  community,  holding  the 
honorable  office  of  mayor  of  St.  Marys  and  serving 
now  his  second  term  of  four  years,  to  end  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1934.  His  parents,  Adam  and  Mary  (Weigle) 
Pistner,  were  born  in  Elk  County;  the  father,  who 
died  in  1914,  was  formerly  a  lumberman  and  black¬ 
smith,  who  later  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  at  one  time  was  burgess  of  St.  Marys,  in  which 
community  his  widow  still  resides. 

Andrew  Albert  Pistner  was  born  in  Elk  County, 
March  2,  1885,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  St.  Marys.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  St.  Marys  Electric  Light 
Company  and  remained  there  seven  years.  Since 
that  time  his  association  with  the  Pennsylvania  Fire¬ 
proofing  Company  has  been  continuous.  He  is  also 
vice-president  of  the  Kaul  Clay  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Toronto,  Ohio.  He  is  prominently  active 
in  fraternal  organizations,  affiliating  with  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fra¬ 
ternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus.  A  director  of  the  Boys’  Club  of  St.  Marys 
and  a  member  of  its  executive  committee,  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Andrew 
Kaul  Memorial  Hospital.  He  is  a  communicant  of 
St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Pistner  married,  June  16,  1914,  Mary  E.  Kaul, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  (Geotz)  Kaul,  the 
former  now  deceased,  and  they  have  a  son:  John 
Kaul  Pistner,  born  December  29,  1917. 


WILLIAM  HAROLD  LAUGHLIN— Sheriff 
of  Clarion  County,  well  known  citizen  of  the  com¬ 
munity  of  Clarion,  William  Harold  Laughlin  has 
had  a  constructive  and  varied  career,  and  is  engaged 
in  responsibilities  of  increasing  importance  as  civic 
and  business  factor  in  the  development  of  town  and 
countryside. 

He  was  born  in  Leatherwood,  Pennsylvania,  July 
20,  1897,  a  son  of  James  Frank  and  Annie  L.  (White) 
Laughlin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Clarion 
County,  the  families  of  White  and  Laughlin  being 
long  established  in  this  county  and  State.  James 
Frank  Laughlin  was  a  salesman  widely  known,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  1907.  Annie  L.  (White) 
Laughlin  now  resides  at  the  family  home;  and  there 
are  three  children:  1.  Charles  A.,  of  New  Bethle¬ 
hem.  2.  William  Harold,  of  whom  further.  3. 
Francis  L.,  also  of  New  Bethlehem. 

In  the  public  schools  of  New  Bethlehem,  he 
secured  a  sound  academic  education,  in  1914  graduat¬ 
ing  from  high  school  with  scholastic  standing  of 
merit.  He  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  at 
New  Bethlehem  for  several  years,  served  in  the 
army  during  America’s  participation  in  the  World 
War,  resumed  his  connection  with  the  automotive 
trade,  and  in  1929,  filing  for  sheriff  of  Clarion 
County,  was  elected  to  the  office  for  a  term  of  four 
years,  by  a  substantial  majority.  Mr.  Laughlin  takes 
a  leading  role  in  the  general  affairs  of  Clarion,  city 
and  county,  and  employs  his  widespread  influence 
for  the  benefit  of  those  around  him,  as  sheriff  and 
citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
is  a  communicant  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

On  December  28,  1920,  Mr.  Laughlin  was  united 


in  marriage  with  Anastasia  Carr,  native  of  Clarion 
County  and  their  children  are:  Anna  Lorraine,  Wil¬ 
liam  Harold,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  Carroll. 


KARL  REED  BIERLY — In  his  newspaper  ca¬ 
reer,  Karl  Reed  Bierly  has  performed  a  great  deal 
of  important  work,  notably  in  the  community  of 
Brookville,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  editor  of  the 
Brookville  “Republican.”  This  paper,  under  his 
guidance,  has  espoused  many  worthy  civic  reforms; 
and  his  policy  of  utilizing  its  columns  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  his  municipality  and  State  and  their  institu¬ 
tions  has  been  widely  productive  of  beneficial  results. 

Mr.  Bierly  was  born  in  Grand  Forks,  North 
Dakota,  on  September  6,  1890,  son  of  the  Hon.  Willis 
Reed  Bierly,  a  native  of  Center  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  Sarah  Louise  (Bosard)  Bierly,  born  in 
Osceola,  New  York.  The  father  was  an  attorney-at- 
law,  an  author,  and  a  member  in  1879  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Legislature  from  Lycoming  County, 
this  State.  In  1880  he  went  to  Texas,  and  for  two 
years  was  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  western  half 
of  that  State.  In  1882  he  went,  however,  to  Grand 
Forks,  North  Dakota,  where  he  organized  the  news¬ 
paper  known  as  the  “North  West  News,”  which  he 
ran  until  1896.  In  that  year  he  returned  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  associating  himself  with  the  Rees-Welsh 
Law  Book  Publishers,  of  Philadelphia,  and  becom¬ 
ing  an  author  and  publisher  of  law  textbooks.  He 
edited  the  “Pepper  Lewis  Digest,”  a  monthly  publica¬ 
tion,  until  his  death  on  January  18,  1930.  The  death 
of  Mrs.  Bierly  occurred  in  1907.  They  had  eight 
children:  1.  Clarence  R.,  who  is  now  deceased.  2. 
Arthur  L.,  also  deceased.  3.  Grace  Louise,  the 
widow  of  James  S.  Mackay,  of  Riverdale,  Maryland. 
4.  Robert  Bell,  also  of  Riverdale..  5.  Jessie,  .who 
became  the  wife  of  Arthur  M.  Blaisdell,  of  River- 
dale,  Maryland.  6.  Ernest  P.,  of  Barberton,  Ohio. 
7.  Karl  Reed,  of  further  mention.  8.  Philip  S.,  of 
Brookville,  Pennsylvania'. 

Of  these  children,  Karl  Reed  Bierly,  of  whom 
this  is  primarily  a  record,  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  North  Dakota,  and 
lived  for  a  time  on  a  horse  ranch  in  Alberta,  Can¬ 
ada.  He  then  went  to  Spokane,  Washington,  where 
for  six  months  he  was  employed  in  the  stereotyping 
department  of  the  Spokane  “Spokesman-Review.” 
There  followed  two  years  in  Seattle,  Washington, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  electrotyping  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Seattle  Engraving  Company.  He  was 
employed,  too,  for  three  years,  as  printer  for  the 
Yakima  “Herald,”  while  in  the  West. 

His  career  in  the  East  began  in  1913,  when  he 
returned  to  Philadelphia  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  George  S.  Ferguson  Company  for  a  period  of  a 
year.  He  was  then,  for  a  short  time,  with  the 
Norristown  “Times,”  and,  for  one  session  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Legislature,  at  Harrisburg, 
served  with  the  Augenbaugh  “Press.”  While  at 
Norristown,  he  managed  “Justice’s  Law  Reporter, 
of  which  his  father  was  editor;  but  this  paper 
suspended  publication  because  he  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  his  country  at  the  time  of  the  World  War. 

In  that  conflict,  Mr.  Bierly  became  a  member  of 
the  6th  Company  of  the  154th  Depot  Brigade  in 
February,  1918,  and  served  at  Camp  Meade,  Mary¬ 
land.  He  attended  the  non-commissioned  officers’ 
school,  and  afterward  was  transferred  as  corporal 
to  the  40th  Company  of  Colored  Troops.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  he  was  transferred  to  the  Lafayette  Divi- 
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sion,  to  the  newly  organized  77th  Infantry.  He  was 
made  also  battalion  grenade  instructor.  He  served 
until  his  discharge  from  the  army,  which  came  on 
January  24,  1919. 

Proceeding  to  DuBois,  Pennsylvania,  he  formed 
what  was  known  as  the  Commercial  Printing  Com¬ 
pany,  conducting  it  until  April,  1921,  when  he  became 
editor  and  general  manager  of  the  Brookville  “Re¬ 
publican.”  As  such  he  has  continued  down  to  the 
time  of  writing;  and  his  labors  have  been  highly 
worth  while  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives, 
and  to  its  people. 

It  was  practically  inevitable  that  a  man  of  Mr. 
Bierly’s  gifts  and  abilities  should  be  asked  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  number  of  large  civic  enterprises  and 
undertakings;  and  he  has  responded  helpfully,  indeed, 
to  the  demands  made  upon  his  time  and  energies. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  and  is  secretary  of  the  local  chapter 
of  Kiwanians.  His  religious  affiliation  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  been  a  useful  one, 
too,  to  that  institution. 

Karl  Reed  Bierly  married,  on  August  10,  1920, 
Vera  Virginia  Eshbaugh,  a  native  of  Jefferson 
County,  Pennsylvania.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  six  children:  Karl  R.,  Jr.,  Ross  A.,  Sarah 
Louise,  Mary  Ellen,  Leah  Virginia,  and  Ann  C. 


JOHN  M.  MYERS,  well  known  attorney  of 
Clarion,  Clarion  County — formerly  district  attor¬ 
ney  and  prior  to  admission  to  the  bar  engaged  as 
educator — has  had  a  career  of  unusual  variety  and 
fortune,  and  is  a  member  of  one  of  Pennsylvania’s 
old  families. 

The  family  originated  in  Holland.  Johannes  van 
Mayer,  American  progenitor,  anglicized  the  name  to 
John  Myers.  Born  in  Holland  on  October  12,  1756, 
he  was  a  man  of  means.  He  bought  wide  lands  in 
Lancaster  County  near  Ephrata  Springs,  where  the 
old  homestead  stood  for  many  years,  a  landmark. 
John  Myers  married  Susan  Eichelberger,  native  of 
Holland.  They  had  ten  children.  One  of  the  sons, 
Christian,  became  a  noted  iron  master  and  jurist,  and 
his  name  is  on  the  plaque  of  representative  citi¬ 
zens  (from  Clarion  County)  in  the  State  House  at 
Harrisburg.  In  1826  Christian  Myers  went  with  his 
family,  as  a  pioneer,  to  Venango  County,  north¬ 
western  Pennsylvania.  He  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  from  the  Holland  Land  Company,  through  its 
representative,  Hans  Jansen  Huidekoper,  a  friend  of 
his,  and  grandfather  of  General  Huidekoper,  and 
built  the  first  blast  furnace  for  the  manufacture  of 
pig  iron,  west  of  the  Alleghenies,  seventy-five  miles 
northwest  of  Pittsburgh,  naming  it  Clarion  Furnace. 
He  later  built  Martha  Furnace,  Clarion  County. 
Henry  Baer  was  associated  with  him.  They  rode  on 
horseback  from  Lancaster  County  to  Venango 
County.  Judge  Myers  was  the  pioneer  iron  master 
of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  In  1838  he  was 
elected  as  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven¬ 
tion  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
1840,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Myers,  the  county  of 
Clarion  was  organized  out  of  parts  of  Venango  and 
Armstrong  counties,  and  he  and  Mr.  Jacob  Black, 
a  close  associate  and  friend  with  others,  gave  the 
land  on  which  the  county  town  of  Clarion  was  built. 
In  that  same  year  he  received  a  commission  from 
Governor  Porter  as  judge  of  the  county,  which  ap¬ 
pointment  was  renewed  in  1841  for  four  years,  and 
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again  in  1845  by  Governor  Shunk  for  another  four 
years’  term. 

Christian  Myers  had  a  son,  Amos  Myers,  who 
was  elected  to  the  Congress  at  Washington,  1862. 
Christian  Myers  was  John  Myers’  sixth  son;  the 
second  son  was  John  Myers,  Jr.,  and  from  hkn  John 
M.  Myers  of  Clarion  is  descended,  to  wit:  John 
Myers,  Jr.,  married  a  Miss  Baer;  they  had  three 
sons;  the  eldest,  Abner,  married  Barbara  Eby. 
Abner  and  Barbara  (Eby)  Myers  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  The  seventh  child  and  sixth  son  was  named 
Amos.  Amos  Myers,  native  of  Clarion  County,  had 
the  useful  life  of  a  farmer  and  holder  of  local  of¬ 
fices.  He  married  Hannah  Mary  Alooney;  and  of 
this  union  was  born  the  one  of  whom  we  write  in 
the  present  narrative — John  M.  Myers,  in  Sligo 
Borough,  Clarion  County,  March  18,  1878. 

John  M.  Myers  was  the  only  child  of  this  union. 
His  mother  died  on  January  10,  1910;  his  father 
on  June  1,  1926.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Sligo  Borough,  and  on  completion  of  his  preparatory 
course  entered  Clarion  State  Normal  School,  whence 
he  was  graduated,  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixteen; 
at  which  time  he  began  teaching  school.  In  1898 
he  was  graduated  from  Grove  City  College,  and 
continued  teaching  until  the  spring  of  1904.  He  was 
principal  of  Sligo,  St.  Petersburg  and  Clarion  high 
schools,  two  years  in  each  place.  He  registered  as 
a  law  student,  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of 
Corbett  and  Rugh,  of  Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  and 
attended  Pittsburgh  Law  School.  In  1907  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Clarion  County,  and  in  1900 
he  qualified  for  practice  before  the  appellate  courts 
of  Pennsylvania.  From  the  time  he  opened  his  first 
office  as  lawyer  his  name  increased  in  prestige,  and 
soon  he  was  accounted  one  of  the  county’s  leading 
men  in  the  profession. 

In  1923,  Mr.  Myers  was  elected  district  attorney 
for  Clarion  County,  the  only  Republican  to  hold 
this  post  in  the  history  of  the  county — a  tribute  to 
his  talents  and  popularity.  The  term  was  for  four 
years,  expiring  in  January,  1928,  since  which  time 
the  pressure  of  his  private  practice  has  occupied 
most  of  his  time.  He  is  a  director  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Clarion,  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Warren  State  Hospital. 

On  May  29,  1912,  Air.  Myers  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mary  Klahr,  native  of  Clarion  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  J.  and  Alice  (Rhea)  Klahr;  and  their 
children  are,  Mary  Alice  and  John  Klahr. 

Diversely  interested  in  the  general  affairs  of  his 
community,  State  and  the  Nation,  Air.  Myers  has 
always  been  of  valued  support  in  movements  for 
the  civic,  social  and  economic  betterment  of  con¬ 
ditions.  Genial,  likeable,  bearing  himself  as  a  gentle¬ 
man  under  all  circumstances,  he  has  numerous 
friends,  associates  in  the  profession  and  in  other 
walks  of  endeavor;  and  these  are  uniform  in  their 
respect  for  him  as  a  man.  Fraternally,  he  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Alasons.  He  is  a 
communicant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


HARRY  C.  STACKPOLE— A  leading  citizen, 
business  man  and  financier  of  St.  Marys,  Elk  County, 
Harry  C.  Stackpole,  president  of  the  Stackpole  Car¬ 
bon  Company,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Board  of  Game  Commissioners.  Of  this  position  in 
the  public  service  he  is  commendably  proud  since  it 
gives  him  a  coveted  opportunity  to  exercise  a  prac- 
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tical  interest  in  the  propagation  and  conservation  of 
wild  animal  life  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Stackpole  was  born  in  McVeytown,  Mifflin 
County,  November  io,  1876,  the  seventh  child  of  a 
family  of  eleven  children  of  E.  H.  H.  and  Margaret 
(Glascow)  Stackpole,  both  parents  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  father  having  served  his  district  as  an 
assemblyman  and  having  also  filled  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  Capitol  Grounds  at  Harris¬ 
burg.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased. 

Beginning  life  as  a  newsboy,  Harry  C.  Stack- 
pole,  while  distributing  his  papers  on  the  streets 
of  Harrisburg  in  his  youthful  days,  showed  that  he 
was  made  of  good  material  that  only  needed  develop¬ 
ing  to  bring  out  the  real  worth.  In  1896  he  removed 
to  Elk  County,  and  for  four  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  laundry  business  at  Ridgway.  He  next  en¬ 
tered  the  Bank  of  St.  Marys  in  the  capacity  of 
assistant  cashier  and  soon  gave  evidence  of  excellent 
financial  ability.  It  was  in  1906  that  he  organized 
and  helped  get  under  way  the  Stackpole  Carbon 
Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president. 
This  concern  he  has  brought  to  a  status  where  it  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  industries  of 
its  kind  in  the  State.  Its  plant  covers  several  acres 
of  ground,  and  the  business  gives  employment  to 
four  hundred  and  fifty  hands.  Mr.  Stackpole  is  a 
director  in  both  of  the  banks  of  St.  Marys,  St. 
Marys  National  Bank  and  St.  Marys  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  and  also  a  director  in  other  corporations.  He 
is  president  and  owner  of  the  Gulf  Apartment  Cor¬ 
poration  of  Miami  Beach,  Florida;  president  of  St. 
Marys  Theatre  and  St.  Marys  Laboratories  Com¬ 
pany;  and  a  director  of  the  Telegraph  Printing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Harrisburg.  He  also  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Andrew  Kaul  Memorial  Hospital  of  St.  Marys.  His 
religious  membership  is  in  the  Evangelical  Church 
of  St.  Marys. 

In  May,  1930,  Mr.  Stackpole  married  Adalaide 
Wittman,  of  St.  Marys.  By  a  previous  marriage 
he  is  the  father  of  three  children:  1.  Lyle,  of  New 
York  City.  2.  Hall,  who  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business  at  St.  Marys.  3.  Harrison,  of  St.  Marys. 


HENRY  LEWIS  McDANEL— The  world  gives 
a  grudging,  but  none  the  less  sincere,  respect  to  the 
horticulturist,  for  he  is  one  of  that  small  class  of 
men  who  make  things  to  be  that  never  existed 
before,  and  contribute  uniquely  to  the  sum  total,  of 
the  wealth  of  the  globe  instead  of  merely  making 
over  what  others  have  produced.  Henry  Lewis  Mc- 
Danel  was  a  pioneer  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  as  a  grower  of  small  fruits.  His  was  the 
vision  to  see  that  such  things  could  be  grown  ,  in 
a  none  too  promising  district,  and  his  was  the  faith 
in  possibilities,  yet  untried,  which  planted  and  cul¬ 
tivated,  taking  the  chance  that  climate  or  soil,  mar¬ 
ket  conditions  or  disease  might  bring  failure — a  com¬ 
bination  of  faith  and  works  which  did  not  go  un¬ 
rewarded.  His  road  was  not  an  easy  one,  nor  did 
all  that  he  attempted  turn  out  well,  but  Mr.  Mc- 
Danel,  proved  to  his  satisfaction  and  to  others,  that 
fruit  growing  was  both  possible  and  profitable  in 
Beaver  County,  and  added  another  important  item  to 
the  resources  of  the  region. 

Henry  Lewis  McDanel  was  born  July  4,  1857, 
near  Unionville,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Jane  McDanel,  the  former  of  whom  was  for  many 
years  a  cabinet  maker,  who  later  turned  to  horti¬ 
culture  as  an  occupation.  After  attending  the  pub¬ 


lic  schools  of  Unionville,  he  set  out  to  make  a  liv¬ 
ing  for  himself.  Having  an  innate  love  of  the  land, 
and  for  the  growing  of  things,  he  took  up  farming, 
but  soon  became  interested  in  the  production  of 
fruits,  more  particularly  the  growing  of  berries  and 
the  small  fruits.  Eventually  he  bought  a  farm  at 
Lillyville,  Beaver  County,  about  three  miles  distant 
from  Ellwood  City,  Lawrence  County,  and  there 
planted  extensively  the  small  fruits  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  would  thrive  in  that  section.  At  one  time 
he  had  under  cultivation  about  twenty-five  acres  of 
berries  alone.  His  experiment  was  an  unqualified 
success,  and  Mr.  McDanel  came  to  be  recognized 
as  the  premier  berry  and  fruit  grower  of  the  county. 
All  this  is  a  tale  the  end  of  which  came  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago.  Mr.  McDanel  died  in  1897,  but 
his  wife  continued  to  operate  the  fruit  farm  for 
another  ten  years,  and  again  with  success.  In  1905 
Mrs.  McDanel  rented  the  estate  and  removed  to 
Ellwood  City  where  she  made  her  home  in  the  resi¬ 
dence  which  was  purchased  by  Miss  Alberta  Mc¬ 
Danel. 

A  career  such  as  Mr.  McDanel’s  did  not  have 
place  and  time  in  it  for  many  extra  business  activ¬ 
ities.  Aside  from  memberships  in  orders  of  the 
fraternal  insurance  type  he  belonged  to  no  lodges. 
He  was  interested  in  politics,  but  not  from  the  per¬ 
sonal  desire  for  office.  His  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the  Baptist  denomination.  Mr.  McDanel  was  a 
great-hearted  generous  man,  one  who  by  reason  of  his 
business  came  in  contact  with  many  who  were  poor 
or  unfortunate.  He  long  has  been  remembered  for 
his  kindness  and  gifts.  His  death  on  April  19,  1897, 
deprived  the  community  of  one  of  its  useful  citi¬ 
zens,  a  loyal  friend,  and  a  man  of  exemplary  char¬ 
acter. 

Henry  Lewis  McDanel  married,  in  October,  1881, 
Artie  Houch,  daughter  of  Jonathan  D.  and  Marie 
Houch,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  well-known 
farmer  and  bridge  construction  contractor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McDanel  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
1.  Alberta.  2.  Roy.  3.  Ethel  D.,  who  died  in  1904. 
4.  Joseph.  5.  Edward.  6.  Clifford. 


MARGARET  CURLL — Register  and  recorder 
from  1928  to  1932,  of  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania, 
Margaret  Curll  has  occupied  these  offices  during  the 
past  four  years,  serving  the  county  and  its  people 
with  fidelity  and  efficient  success.  Her  previous 
training  and  her  experience  in  public  office  well 
qualify  her  for  the  position  which  she  holds. 

Miss  Curll  was  born  at  Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  a 
daughter  of  William  Reynolds  and  Mary  Matilda 
(Jones)  Curll,  both  natives  of  Clarion  County.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  lumberman,  died  on  March  13, 
1894.  Her  mother  died  on  May  10,  1910.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Mary,  widow  of  J. 
A.  F.  Hoy.  2.  Howard.  3.  Margaret  of  this  record. 

Miss  Curll  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  her  birthplace,  being  graduated  from  Clarion 
High  School  in  1896.  Thereafter,  she  entered  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Clarion,  where  she  was 
graduated  in  1898.  For  a  short  time,  Miss  Curll 
taught  school  at  Corsica,  Pennsylvania,  but  then 
she  was  chosen  deputy  register  and  recorder  of 
Clarion,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  1928,  when 
she  became  register  and  recorder.  Miss  Curll  has 
always  administered  all  duties  of  her  position  faith¬ 
fully  and  well,  and  when  she  succeeded  to  her  pres¬ 
ent  office  she  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of  the  peo- 
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pie  of  this  county.  That  confidence  has  been  en¬ 
tirely  justified  by  the  high  character  of  her  work 
as  register  and  recorder.  Clarion  County  has  no 
more  efficient  and  respected  public  official. 

In  politics,  Miss  Curll  is  a  Democrat,  taking  part 
in  councils  of  her  party  in  this  section.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Miss  Curll 
has  lived  at  Clarion  for  many  years,  giving  her  sup¬ 
port  to  all  worthy  movements  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  and  winning  an  important  place 
in  its  general  life. 


ELLIS  CALVIN  WINTERS,  M.  D.— With  the 
exception  of  the  first  year  immediately  following 
the  completion  of  his  medical  training  and  education, 
and  another  period,  during  the  World  War,  during 
which  he  served  both  in  this  country  and  overseas  in 
the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps,  Dr.  Winters 
has  spent  his  entire  professional  career  at  Ford  City, 
Armstrong  County.  Here  he  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  general  practitioners  and 
surgeons  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  important 
practice.  He  is  active  in  hospital  work  and  is  a 
popular  member  of  several  fraternal  and  social  or¬ 
ganizations.  In  other  directions,  too,  he  has  freely 
participated  in  the  life  of  the  community,  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  which  he  possesses  to  the  greatest 
extent  possible. 

Ellis  Calvin  Winters  was  born  at  Watsontown, 
Northumberland  County,  January  17,  1889,  a  son  of 
Elmer  and  Emma  (Machamer)  Winters.  His  father, 
who  is  a  successful  building  contractor,  was  born  at 
Turbitville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1868.  Dr.  Winters’ 
mother  was  born  at  Watsontown,  Northumberland 
County,  in  1865.  One  of  a  family  of  three  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living,  Dr.  Winters  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  high  school  at  Dewart,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1907.  He  then  spent  several  years  at  Bucknell 
University,  Lewisburg,  where  he  took  a  premedical 
course.  From  there  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1914.  He  then  served 
as  an  interne  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital 
in  Pittsburgh  for  one  year.  In  1915  Dr.  Winters 
came  to  Ford  City,  Armstrong  County,  and  ever  since 
then  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  his  profession,  specializing  in  surgery. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Kittanning  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital  and  maintains  membership  in  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  Armstrong  County 
Medical  Society.  During  the  World  War  Dr.  Win¬ 
ters  served  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps 
with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  spent  thirteen 
months  overseas  and  was  attached  to  Base  Hospital, 
No.  204,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  from  active  military  service 
on  August  9,  1919.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Phi  Beta  Pi  Fraternity  and 
the  Kiwanis  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Baptist  Church.  Dr.  Winters  served  as 
health  officer  of  Ford  City  in  1931.  His  favorite 
form  of  recreation  is  hunting  and  other  outdoor 
sports. 

Dr.  Winters  married,  in  1920,  Isabelle  Bowser,  of 
Ford  City,  a  daughter  of  A.  B.  Bowser,  D.  D.,  and 


Ella  (Stebbins)  Bowser.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Winters  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  James  Elmer,  born 
August  26,  1921.  2.  Evelyn  Jane,  bom  December 

3i,  l923-  3-  Robert  Addison,  bom  July  31,  1925. 

Dr.  Winters’  offices  are  in  the  Winters  Building, 
Ford  City.  _ 


JAMES  HIATT  THOMPSON— After  having 
devoted  the  earlier  part  of  his  career  to  teaching, 
Mr.  Thompson,  some  twenty  years  ago,  established 
himself  in  the  practice  of  law  at  St.  Marys,  Elk 
County.  Of  this  town  he  has  long  been  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  and  he  has  also  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  civic  affairs.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War  and  during  the  World  War,  then  past 
the  age  limit  for  active  military  service,  effectively 
supported  the  various  patriotic  movements  of  that 
period. 

James  Hiatt  Thompson  was  born  at  Danville,  Mon¬ 
tour  County,  January  8,  1876,  a  son  of  Edwin  and 
Mary  (Hiatt)  Thompson.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
England,  his  mother  of  Wales.  The  former  came 
to  Pennsylvania  as  a  young  man  and  engaged  in 
mining,  becoming  a  prominent  mine  owner  and  a 
leader  in  the  mining  circles.  He  died  in  1903.  Mr. 
Thompson’s  mother  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Clair, 
Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  Thompson  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  James  H.,  of  whom  further.  2.  Elsie,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  3.  Annie,  who  married  Morgan  Clocker  of 
Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania.  4.  Mary,  who  married 
Grant  Riechley  of  St.  Clair,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Thompson  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
at  St.  Clair.  He  then  taught  in  this  school  for  several 
years  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American 
War,  when  he  volunteered  for  service  with  Com¬ 
pany  K,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  commissary  department  and  was  as¬ 
signed  to  special  work  in  connection  with  the  issuing 
of  food  for  the  1st  Division,  2d  Army  Corps,  under 
General  Young.  After  the  end  of  the  war  he  re¬ 
turned  to  St.  Clair  and  resumed  his  teaching.  Soon 
afterwards  he  entered  Dickinson  College  at  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  County,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1905.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  Law 
School  of  that  institution,  graduating  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1907.  However,  Mr. 
Thompson  did  not  immediately  enter  upon  the  active 
prcatice  of  law,  but  resumed  his  educational  work 
and  for  a  short  time  taught  at  the  Bellefonte  High 
School,  in  Center  County.  After  that  he  took  charge 
of  one  of  the  departments  of  St.  John’s  Military 
Academy  at  Manlius,  New  York,  with  which  well 
known  preparatory  school  for  boys  he  was  connected 
for  three  years.  In  1911  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  St. 
Marys,  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has 
practiced  law  ever  since  then,  specializing  in  corpora¬ 
tion  law.  For  the  last  sixteen  years  he  has  been 
referee  in  bankruptcy.  At  one  time  he  served  as 
burgess  of  St.  Marys  and  he  was  also  the  organizer 
of  the  St.  Marys  Commercial  Club.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  which  he  is  very  active. 

Mr.  Thompson  married,  June  23,  1908,  Bessie 
Strock,  a  native  of  Carlisle  and  daughter  of  Howard 
and  Annie  (Niesley)  Strock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp¬ 
son  have  three  children:  Edwin  S.,  J.  Howard,  and 
Elizabeth  A. 
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FRANK  ELI  ZEIGLER — Although  only  a  young 
man  when  he  died,  Frank  Eli  Zeigler  of  Ellwood 
City,  was  one  of  the  important  business  men  of  the 
place,  and  a  citizen  who  was  contributing  greatly 
to  its  advancement  and  the  welfare  of  its  people. 
He  had  a  wide  circle  of  loyal  friends,  and  was  a 
man  of  such  pleasing  personality,  integrity  of  char¬ 
acter  and  purity  of  life  that  he  was  deserving  of 
the  esteem  and  affection  in  which  he  was  held.  He 
was  the  son  of  George  and  Catherine  Zeigler,  of 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  near 
Evans  City,  March  17,  1883. 

Mr.  Zeigler  grew  up  on  a  farm,  and  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools.  His  abilities,  ambitions  and 
choice  fitted  him  better  for  commerce  than  for  agri¬ 
culture,  and  he  started  his  business  career  as  a  clerk 
in  a  store.  For  a  number  of  years  he  merchandised 
in  Beaver  Falls,  but  in  1913  came  to  Ellwood  City 
to  form  a  partnership  with  his  brother  Harry,  as 
Zeigler  Brothers,  dealers  in  furniture  and  house 
furnishings.  Within  five  years  this  business  had  been 
so  expanded  that  it  was  the  largest  furniture  store 
in  Ellwood  City,  and  had  a  clientele  which  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  contiguous  region. 

While  Mr.  Zeigler  was  best  known  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  man,  he  also  entered  into  many  phases  of  the 
city’s  life,  and  was  highly  appreciated  as  a  forceful 
constructive  civic-minded  citizen  who  always  had 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart.  He 
was  helpful  in  humanitarian  and  philanthropic  proj¬ 
ects.  A  loyal  Republican  and  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  party,  he  never  sought  office  for  himself.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  of  Beaver  Falls.  During  his  life  in  Ellwood 
City  he  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  wholly  unexpected  death,  on  March 
10,  1918,  was  a  cause  of  deep  sorrow  and  regret 
for  the  loss  of  the  citizen  who  held  so  high  a  place 
in  the  hearts  of  his  friends  and  associates,  and  many 
were  the  expressions  of  sympathy  for  the  widow  and 
two  children  who  survived  him. 

On  October  6,  1911,  at  Beaver  Falls,  Mr.  Zeigler 
married  Clara  E.  Wahl,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Amelia  Wahl,  members  of  an  old  Beaver  County 
family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeigler  were  the  parents  of 
a  son  Charles  Franklin,  and  a  daughter,  Inez  Jean. 
Mrs.  Zeigler  is  a  member  of  the  Women’s  Club  of 
Ellwood  City,  and  enters  actively  into  the  social, 
religious  and  club  life  of  the  community.  She  re¬ 
tained  her  interest  in  the  Zeigler  Brothers  firm  until 
1919  when  she  sold  her  interest  to  Harry  Zeigler. 
She  resides  at  No.  718  Crescent  Avenue,  Ellwood 
City,  Pennsylvania. 


HARRY  H.  ARNOLD— A  member  of  a  well- 
known  and  prominent  Clarion  County  family,  Mr. 
Arnold  himself  is  a  native  of  this  part  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  has  lived  here  practically  all  of  his  life. 
During  the  earlier  part  of  his  career  he  was  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  but  more 
recently  he  has  been  interested  in  the  coal,  gas  and 
oil  industry.  He  served  at  one  time  with  character¬ 
istic  ability  and  conscientiousness  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Legislature  and  for  the  last  five  years 
has  been  postmaster  of  the  city  of  Clarion,  in  which 
office  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term.  He  is  one 
of  the  best  known  members  of  the  Masonic  Order 
in  Clarion  County,  is  active  in  religious  work  and 
in  every  respect  is  one  of  the  representative,  sub¬ 


stantial  and  popular  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Clarion. 

Harry  H.  Arnold  was  born  in  Porter  Township, 
Clarion  County,  September  2,  1873,  a  son  of  Manas- 
seh  and  Amanda  Ross  (McKelvey)  Arnold.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  McKelvey,  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  New  Bethlehem,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  a  prominent  merchant.  Mr.  Arnold’s 
father  also  was  a  merchant  and  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the  first  member  of  the  Republican 
party  elected  to  the  office  of  prothonotary  in  Clarion 
County.  Mr.  Arnold  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Myra,  now  deceased.  2.  Frances,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  J.  E.  Hall  of  Portland,  Oregon.  3.  Thomas 
M.,  a  resident  of  Clarion.  4.  Charles  W.,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  5.  Bertha,  living  at  home.  6.  Harry  H.,  of 
whom  further.  7.  Elinore,  now  deceased. 

Plarry  H.  Arnold  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Clarion  and  at  the  Clarion  Normal 
School.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1890,  he 
entered  business  and  from  then  on  until  1913  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  he  became  interested  in  the 
coal,  gas  and  oil  industry  in  the  Oklahoma  fields. 
He  is  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Home 
Gas  Company  of  Clarion.  During  1915-17  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legisla¬ 
ture,  proving  himself  a  very  capable  and  effective 
legislator.  Appointed  postmaster  of  Clarion  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1926,  Mr.  Arnold  filled  this  office  so  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  community 
that  he  was  reappointed  on  March  11,  1930.  For 
many  years  prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs  he 
is  a  member  of  the  following  Masonic  bodies; 
Clarion  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Eden 
Chapter  of  Clarion,  No.  259,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44,  Knights  Templar; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple  of  Erie,  Ancient  Ara¬ 
bic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Clarion. 

Mr.  Arnold  married,  October  17,  1894,  Alda  B. 
Rankin,  of  Clarion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Mary  Catherine,  who 
married  D.  B.  Megahan  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  2. 
Amanda  Ruth,  who  married  C.  R.  Jones  of  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania.  3.  Harry  H.  Arnold,  Jr.,  a  resident  of 
Shawnee,  Oklahoma,  and  a  geologist  with  the  Texas 
Company. 


JOHN  ANDREW  DIPPOLD  —  Publisher  of 
“The  Daily  Press,”  John  A.  Dippold  has  had  a  most 
varied,  active  and  interesting  career  extending  in  its 
constructive  phases  down  to  the  present  time,  and 
the  whole  of  his  career  has  been  centered  in  St. 
Marys,  which  community  has  benefited  largely  from 
his  many  constructive  efforts  as  newspaperman,  busi¬ 
nessman  and  citizen.  He  is  a  native  of  St.  Marys, 
coming  of  a  family  long  identified  with  this  com¬ 
munity,  and  was  born  October  9,  1876.  His  parents, 
Martin  and  Mary  (Evers)  Dippold,  were  well  known 
here.  The  former,  native  of  Germany,  came  to  this 
country  in  1856  and  took  his  residence  in  St.  Marys 
when  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  worked  as  min¬ 
ing  superintendent,  and  his  death,  on  January  1, 
1915,  brought  a  deep  and  widespread  sense  of  grief 
to  the  city  in  which  he  had  given  his  whole  life’s 
activity.  His  wife,  native  of  Elk  County,  died  on 
January  24,  1924.  In  the  family  were  children  as 
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follows:  I.  Margaret,  who  is  since  deceased.  2. 
Frank,  of  St.  Marys.  3.  Katherine,  who  died  in 
1929.  4.  Elizabeth,  of  St.  Marys.  5.  John  A.,  of 
whom  further.  6.  Barbara,  wife  of  James  Mc¬ 
Govern,  of  Salamanca,  New  York.  7.  Mayme,  wife 
of  G.  A.  Mohr,  of  St.  Marys,  formerly  editor  of 
“The  Daily  Press.”  8.  Anna,  wife  of  John  Mc¬ 
Govern,  of  St.  Marys.  9.  and  10.  twins,  Anthony 
and  Bertha.  11.  Carrie,  widow  of  Frank  Yeager,  of 
St.  Marys.  12.  Alfred,  of  St.  Marys.  13.  Ida,  wife 
of  William  Bayer,  of  Ridgway. 

Fifth  of  this  large  family  of  children,  John  A. 
Dippold  attended  the  schools  of  St.  Marys,  and  after 
acquiring  a  suitable  academic  foundation  went  to 
work  in  mature  affairs.  He  had  early  experience  in 
various  mercantile  pursuits  and  industrially  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  manufacturing  plant;  and  it  was  thus 
after  solid  educational  and  practical  training  that  he 
entered  the  newspaper  field,  founding  the  first  daily 
newspaper  in  the  city,  “The  Press.”  This  paper’s 
first  edition  came  from  the  rolls  on  February  11, 
1910.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Dippold  has  become  one 
of  the  prominent  editors  and  managers  in  the  news¬ 
paper  circles  of  Pennsylvania.  “The  Daily  Press” 
was  moved  by  him  in  the  year  of  1929  and  was 
installed  in  the  modern  three  story  brick  building 
now  to  be  seen  by  the  people  of  St.  Marys.  As  a 
publisher  and  editor,  Mr.  Dippold  always  has  upheld 
the  right,  has  supported  those  projects  designed  to 
be  of  benefit  to  the  people  at  large,  has  championed 
the  cause  of  education,  Christianity,  and  clean  poli¬ 
tics.  He  is  fraternally  active,  being  a  member  of  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  Knights  of  Columbus, 
and  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He 
is  a  communicant  of  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  philanthropic  endeavors  gives  liber¬ 
ally  to  the  causes  of  the  church  organization. 

John  A.  Dippold  married,  on  April  21,  1907,  Kath¬ 
erine  J.  Erich,  daughter  of  Francis  Xavior  and 
Rosella  (Gerg)  Erich,  natives  of  St.  Marys.  Francis 
Xavior  Erich  was  a  lumberman,  contractor  and 
farmer;  for  six  years  served  as  a  school  director 
of  his  township,  and  died,  a  man  whose  loss  was 
widely  felt,  on  May  20,  1927.  His  wife  survived  him, 
now  making  her  home  in  St.  Marys.  In  the  Erich 
household  were  children:  1.  Anna,  wife  of  Louis 
Kreckel,  of  St  Marys.  2.  Joseph,  of  Kane,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  3.  Lillian,  wife  of  W.  Kronenwetter,  of 
St.  Marys.  4.  Louis,  of  St.  Marys.  5.  Katherine, 
who,  as  noted  married  Mr.  Dippold.  6.  Matilda,  wife 
of  Gustav  Lettan,  of  St.  Marys.  7.  Gertrude,  wife  of 
A.  J.  Bayer,  of  St.  Marys.  8.  John  C.,  of  Kane. 
9.  Charles,  of  St.  Marys.  10.  Genevieve,  wife  of  C. 
J.  Hawthorn,  of  St.  Marys.  11.  Edna,  deceased. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dippold  were  born  children:  1. 
Paul.  2.  Mary  Rose.  3.  Leo  Earl,  since  deceased. 
4.  James.  5.  John  A,  Jr.  6.  Edna.  7.  Dorothy.  8. 
Robert. 

Paul  and  James  Dippold  are  associated  with  their 
father’s  newspaper  in  executive  capacity,  and  are 
following  in  his  footsteps  as  a  successful  newspaper 
publisher  and  editor. 

Because  of  his  marked  qualities  of  efficiency,  John 
A.  Dippold  is  regarded  by  his  contemporaries  as  a 
man  of  outstanding  ability,  which,  in  his  case,  is 
tempered  by  a  genial  and  sociable  personality,  caus¬ 
ing  his  friends  to  be  many.  He  has  given  his  efforts 
wholly  to  St.  Marys,  and  has  done  much  of  last¬ 
ing  benefit,  now  continuing  steadily  to  increase  the 
results  of  a  career  already  of  note  and  highly  re¬ 


spected.  His  place  in  the  community  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fill. 


GEORGE  FRANKLIN  WHITMER— A  native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Clarion  County,  Mr.  Whit- 
mer  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  law,  at  the  county  seat,  Clarion,  for 
some  four  decades.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Clarion  County  bar  and  at  different 
times  during  his  long  and  honorable  career  he  has 
held  important  local  legal  offices,  which  he  has  in¬ 
variably  filled  with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency 
and  conscientiousness.  Mr.  Whitmer’s  grandfather  on 
his  paternal  side,  Matthias  Whitmer,  was  a  Suabian, 
born  in  Wiirttemberg,  Germany,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1818.  He  settled  first  in  Allegheny 
County,  then  in  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  lumberman.  He  was  a  soldier  under 
Bliicher  and  fought  at  the  battles  of  Ligny  and 
Waterloo.  Matthias  Whitmer  married,  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Mary  Rosensteele.  On  the  mater¬ 
nal  side,  Mr.  Whitmer’s  grandfather,  Eustace  War¬ 
ner  Luckhart,  was  born  in  Newburgh-on-Hudson, 
New  York,  descendant  of  an  old  New  York  family. 

George  F.  Whitmer  was  born  in  Clarion  County, 
August  1 6,  1866,  a  son  of  George  J.  and  Catherine 
(Luckhart)  Whitmer,  both  deceased.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County,  his  mother 
of  Clarion  County.  The  former  was  a  farmer  and 
was  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  F.  Whitmer  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  George  Franklin,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Ervin  S.,  a  resident  of  Louisiana.  3.  Laura,  who 
married  John  G.  Seigworth,  of  Clarion  County.  4. 
Sylvester  M.,  a  resident  of  Cumberland.  Maryland; 
engaged  as  general  superintendent  of  the  Elk  Tan¬ 
ning  Company. 

Mr.  Whitmer  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  attended  Normal  School  and 
Carriers  Seminary.  After  that  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  the  offices  of  Judge  W.  A.  Hindman,  one 
of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Clarion  County  at  that 
time.  After  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  in  1890,  and  in  the  following  year, 

1891,  he  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Clarion,  where 
he  has  continued  his  profession  with  outstanding 
success  ever  since  then.  He  has  served  both  as  city 
and  county  solicitor,  and  is  extensively  interested  in 
oil  and  gas  producing,  being  sole  owner  of  a  number 
of  gas  wells  and  also  interested  with  others  as  joint 
owners.  He  adheres  to  the  Lutheran  faith. 

Mr.  Whitmer  married,  June  10,  1891,  Emma  Mc- 
Featters,  a  native  of  Indiana  County,  daughter  of 
John  A.  and  Nancy  (Roll)  McFeatters,  both  parents 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitmer  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Helen  C.,  born  August  21, 

1892,  who  married  Henry  Rea  Garber,  of  Pittsburgh. 
2.  Florence  E.,  born  November  6,  1900,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  S.  Crisswell,  of  Erie.  3.  Robert  R., 
born  July  30,  1905,  a  graduate  of  the  public  schools 
of  Clarion;  graduate  of  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College,  class  of  1926,  and  the  George  Washington 
Law  School  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
class  of  1930.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  September 
IS.  1930,  and  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
practice  of  law. 


HARRY  BOND  CUBBISON— To  the  average 
citizen  of  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  the  late  Harry 
Bond  Cubbison  was  known  as  an  important  jeweler 
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and  business  man.  To  the  more  informed  he  was 
an  artist  and  a  genius,  a  man  who  conceived  and 
wrought  beautifully  with  the  precious  metals  and 
jewels,  had  a  remarkable  knowledge  of  intricate 
mechanisms,  and  was  endowed  with  an  inventive 
ability  which  produced  some  of  the  valuable  patents 
now  in  general  use.  He  was  a  native  son  of  New 
Castle,  born  in  this  city,  April  8,  i860,  son  of  Uriah 
and  Susan  (Richey)  Cubbison.  The  elder  Mr.  Cub- 
bison  was  one  of  the  pioneer  oil  operators  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Harry  Bond  Cubbison  was  educated  in  the  grade 
and  high  schools  of  New  Castle,  being  a  graduate 
from  both  class  of  institutions.  Being  both  mechanic¬ 
ally  and  artistically  inclined  he  served  his  appren¬ 
ticeship  in  the  jeweler’s  trade,  and  worked  for  a  time, 
chiefly  as  a  watch  maker  and  repairer,  in  several 
jewelry  establishments.  In  1893  he  set  himself  up 
in  business  in  New  Castle,  and  so  continued  with 
increasing  success  until  his  death  in  1920.  He  was 
interested  in  both  the  retail  and  manufacturing 
phases  of  the  jewelry  industry.  Many  unique  con¬ 
ceptions  in  ornaments  and  set  pieces  were  designed 
and  made  by  him;  few  men  knew  more  about  the 
mechanisms  of  fine  watches.  He  always  had  his 
own  workshop  where  he  planned,  constructed  and 
tested  devices  of  his  own  origin.  His  inventions 
were  numerous,  some  of  which,  however  valuable, 
he  did  not  think  of  sufficient  worth  to  patent.  Among 
his  conceptions  was  a  delicately  balanced  scale  for 
the  accurate  weighing  of  diamonds.  He  also  in¬ 
vented  the  shock-absorbers  which  are  used  on  the 
Cadillac  motor  car,  one  of  the  first  of  the  best  of 
such  inventions  to  come  into  general  service.  Al¬ 
though  he  died  before  a  patent  had  been  granted  to 
him  on  the  shock-absorbers,  his  son  Paul  later  took 
over  the  patent. 

Mr.  Cubbison  had  two  chief  interests  in  life  to 
which  his  devotion  was  given,  his  family  and  his 
business.  Clubs,  fraternities  and  sports  played  un¬ 
important  roles  in  his  career.  He  was  interested  in 
the  artistic  and  mechanical  side  of  the  jewelry  busi¬ 
ness  rather  than  in  the  sales  end  of  the  business. 
In  his  home  he  had  his  private  workshop  where  he 
busied  himself  undisturbed  with  the  conceptions  of 
his  fertile  mind.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  was  not 
particularly  interested  in  the  campaign  work  of  his 
party.  He  was,  however,  honored  by  the  citizens  of 
New  Castle  with  a  place  on  the  city  council.  For 
many  years  he  was  attending  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  quietly  but  sincerely  interested  in  its 
work.  In  a  most  unostentatious  fashion,  he  was 
generous  in  his  philanthropies.  Upon  his  death  on 
July  28,  1920,  there  was  universal  recognition  of  his 
high  value  to  the  community  as  business  man  and 
useful  citizen. 

Mr.  Cubbison  married,  on  November  8,  1882, 
Elizabeth  S.  Simpson,  of  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  (Simpson)  Cubbison  is  a  distant 
relative  of  General  Ulysses  Simpson  Grant,  and  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Rachel  Simpson,  agricul¬ 
turists  who  had  particularly  extensive  nurseries,  and 
who  were  widely  interested  in  the  petroleum  busi¬ 
ness  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cubbison  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons:  Paul  and  Thomas. 


JUDGE  FRANCIS  LAIRD  HARVEY— For 

many  years  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  of  Clarion 
County,  Judge  Harvey  has  served  as  county  judge 
of  Clarion  County  since  1924.  He  has  filled  this 


important  and  responsible  position  with  characteristic 
ability,  efficiency  and  faithfulness  and  he  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  capable  and  most  popular  county 
officials.  Of  course,  his  position  in  the  county  and 
the  county  seat  is  one  of  importance  and  influence. 

Francis  Laird  Harvey  was  born  at  Murrysville, 
Westmoreland  County,  December  28,  1864,  a  son  of 
the  late  Josiah  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Haymaker)  Har¬ 
vey,  both  natives  of  Westmoreland  County,  and  both 
now  deceased.  His  father  was  for  many  years  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  oil  industry  and  came  to  Clarion 
County  in  1871.  Judge  Harvey  was  one  of  a  family 
of  four  children,  the  others  having  been  two  broth¬ 
ers,  now  deceased,  Angus  McAllister  and  Thomas 
Harvey,  and  another  brother,  Harry  R.  Harvey,  a 
resident  of  Foxburg,  Clarion  County.  Judge  Har¬ 
vey  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
then  became  associated  with  the  Foxburg  Bank,  with 
which  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  law  and, 
in  1901,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since  1924  he 
has  served  as  county  judge  of  Clarion  County.  For 
thirty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School,  now 
the  State  Teachers  College,  of  Clarion,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
Order. 

Judge  Harvey  married,  July  29,  1911,  Helen  Un¬ 
derwood  Price.  His  residence  is  at  Clarion,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  his  chambers  are  located  in  the 
County  Courthouse  of  Clarion  County. 


WILLIAM  H.  NIX,  M.  D. — After  having  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion,  medicine,  for  some  fifteen  years  in  various  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Nix,  some  ten  years  ago,  came 
to  Cadogan,  Armstrong  County.  Since  then  he  has 
been  one  of  the  best  known  general  practitioners  in 
this  part  of  Armstrong  County,  being  also  exten¬ 
sively  and  successfully  engaged  in  industrial  surgery. 
His  high  professional  standing  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  now  (1931)  president  of  the  Armstrong 
County  Medical  Society.  A  veteran  of  the  World 
War,  Dr.  Nix  served  in  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Corps,  20th  Division,  with  such  distinction 
that  he  held  the  position  of  assistant  surgeon  with  the 
rank  of  major  at  the  time,  when  he  received  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge.  Since  coming  to  Cadogan  Dr. 
Nix  has  taken  an  active  part  in  various  phases  of  the 
community’s  life  and  has  become .  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  most  representative  citizens  of  this  town. 

William  H.  Nix  was  born  at  Edwardsville,  Illi¬ 
nois,  April  4,  1876,  a  son  of  the  late  Uel  E.  and 
Nancy  (Love)  Nix,  both  natives  of  Madison  County, 
Illinois,  and  both  now  deceased.  His  father,  who 
was  a  farmer,  was  born  in  1831  and  died  in  1906. 
Dr.  Nix’s  mother  was  born  in  1837  and  died  in  1907. 
One  of  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are 
now  living,  Dr.  Nix  received  his  early  educations 
the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  then  attended  McKendree  College  at  Leba¬ 
non,  Illinois,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  due 
course  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  After 
that  he  studied  for  three  years  at  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  then  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
in  Philadelphia,  graduating  from  that  well-known  in¬ 
stitution  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1905.  Returning  then  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  he 
served  as  an  interne  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  in  that 
city.  After  completing  his  interneship  Dr.  Nix  estab- 
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lished  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Homer  City,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years.  The  next  six  years  he  spent  as  surgeon 
with  the  Lackawanna  Coal  &  Coke  Company  at 
Wherum,  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after  the  United 
States  had  entered  the  World  War  in  1917,  Dr.  Nix 
joined  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps,  with 
which  he  served  for  two  years  in  various  camps  in 
the  United  States.  He  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  in  March,  1919,  at  which  time  he  held  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical 
Corps.  The  next  three  years  he  spent  in  private  and 
general  practice  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania. 
At  the  end  of  this  period,  in  1921,  he  came  to  Cado- 
gan,  Armstrong  County,  where  he  has  since  then 
been  engaged  in  general  practice,  specializing  in  in¬ 
dustrial  surgery.  He  is  surgeon  for  the  Allegheny 
River  Mining  Company  at  Cadogan.  Dr.  Nix  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  Arm¬ 
strong  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  latter,  as 
has  already  been  mentioned,  he  is  now  (1931)  the 
president.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  313 
of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  of  the  various  other  Masonic  bodies,  up  to  and 
including  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent, 
while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Nix  married,  in  1907,  Laura  Dickie,  of  Indi¬ 
ana,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  George  Clark  and 
Margaret  (Johnston)  Dickie.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nix  are 
the  parents  of  three  sons:  1.  Robert  D.,  now  taking 
a  premedical  course  at  Gettysburg  College.  2.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.,  Jr.  3.  Richard  L.  Nix. 


WILLIAM  McKERROW  THOMAS  — Post¬ 
master  at  Ridgway,  William  McKerrow  Thomas  is 
a  valued  factor  in  affairs  of  the  city,  and  has  had 
a  widely  diversified  career. 

Native  of  Sandusky,  New  York,  he  was  bom  De¬ 
cember  14,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  William  D.  and 
Elizabeth  (Griffith)  Thomas,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Wales.  William  D.  Thomas  came  to 
America  in  his  youth.  He  located  at  Centerville, 
New  York,  and,  a  farmer  of  progressive  ways,  be¬ 
came  a  leader  of  his  agricultural  community.  His 
death  in  1875  brought  a  deeply  felt  sense  of  loss  to 
those  who  had  been  near  him.  His  widow  died  in 
1905.  Of  their  marriage  children  were  born:  1. 
William  M.,  concerning  whom  follows.  2.  John, 
since  deceased. 

Reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  bereft  of  his  father 
at  the  age  of  eleven  and  of  his  mother  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  William  M.  Thomas  came  in  boyhood 
to  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  here,  as  he  worked 
as  farm  hand,  continued  his  schooling.  He  had  en¬ 
joyed  all  the  advantages  common  to  those  around 
him  in  New  York  State;  he  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  in  Elk  County,  and  became,  long  be¬ 
fore  the  age  of  his  majority,  a  man  truly  well  edu¬ 
cated,  by  supervised  and  independently  acquired 
instruction.  In  Elk  County  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  for  R.  T.  Kyler,  on  whose  death  he  continued 
in  direction  of  the  farm,  caring  in  this  way  for  Mrs. 
Kyler,  and  seeing  that  she  was  not  in  need,  also 
assisting  her  valuably  as  business  manager,  super¬ 
vising  the  cultivation  of  the  one  hundred  and  seven¬ 
teen  acres.  Eventually,  as  a  reward  for  his  loyalty 
and  service  to  the  Kylers,  this  farm  was  bequeathed 
to  him,  and  Mr.  Thomas  owns  it  to  the  present  time. 


At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  after  five  years  as  de¬ 
scribed  upon  the  Kyler  farm,  Mr.  Thomas  went  to 
Kersey,  Pennsylvania,  to  work  as  clerk  and  assist¬ 
ant  to  Joseph  Cook,  proprietor  of  a  mercantile  es¬ 
tablishment  there.  For  seven  years  he  assisted  Mr. 
Cook,  learning  much  of  business  supervision  and  be¬ 
coming  a  valuable  helper  in  every  department  of 
merchandising.  In  the  fall  of  1896  he  ran  for  county 
commissioner.  Elected,  he  filled  the  office  for  twenty- 
six  years,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  figures 
in  the  county,  a  man  on  whom  the  people  could  and 
did  rely,  knowing  the  quality  of  his  knowledge  and 
depth  of  his  integrity. 

Resigning  from  the  commission  in  1923,  Mr. 
Thomas  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Ridgway  by 
President  Coolidge.  He  has  held  this  position  under 
two  administrations,  and  has  given  to  the  citizens  of 
Ridgway  a  most  efficient  service,  his  incumbency 
having  resulted  in  several  improved  methods  of  pro¬ 
cedure  in  the  handling  of  the  mails  in  Ridgway. 

Mr.  Thomas  married,  January  27,  1884,  Rachel 
Boderocco,  native  of  Elk  County;  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Grace  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Franklin  R. 
Henry,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Thomas  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  to  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

One  of  Ridgway’s  leading  men,  that  which  Mr. 
Thomas  has  accomplished  has  been  almost  wholly 
without  outside  help,  and  his  record  is,  therefore, 
of  unusual  note  for  its  accomplishment.  His  place 
in  Ridgway  continues  to  be  one  of  valued  service 
to  his  fellow-citizens. 


CHARLES  HENRY  BALDWIN  —  After  a 
varied  and  colorful  career  which  took  him  to  some 
of  the  far  corners  of  the  world.  Charles  Henry 
Baldwin  settled  in  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  two  decades  was  connected  with  the  local  post 
office.  He  was  a  man  of  wide  experience  and  learn¬ 
ing,  a  former  educator.  Unusually  well  endowed 
mentally,  he  was  skilled  in  the  art  of  imparting 
knowledge.  A  lover  of  mankind  he  not  only  made 
friends  easily  but  exerted  an  influence  which  was 
helpful  and  inspiring.  He  was  active  in  civic  affairs, 
in  his  church  and  its  work,  in  welfare  and  benevolent 
movements. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  the  son  of  Lafayette  and  Rebecca 
(Dinsmore)  Baldwin,  born  November  6,  1876,  in 
Shenango  Township,  Pennsylvania.  The  senior  Mr. 
Baldwin  is  well  and  favorably  remembered  as  the 
former  county  treasurer.  He  was  also  a  teacher  and 
an  agriculturist,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  \\  ar  hav¬ 
ing  served  with  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  His 
son  Charles  was  given  the  advantages  of  the  best 
schooling  the  local  institutions  afforded.  He  was 
about  twenty  years  old  when  the  Spanish- American 
War  was  started  and  immediately  enlisted  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  United  States  forces.  As  a  member  of 
Company  B,  16th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  he  was 
one  of  the  small  number  of  American  soldiers  who 
actually  saw  service  on  a  foreign  shore,  his  regi¬ 
ment  being  sent  to  Porto  Rico  and  taking  part  in 
the  campaign  which  brought  the  conflict  to  an  end 
so  far  as  the  Western  Hemisphere  was  concerned. 

Upon  his  return  to  this  country  he  again  took  up 
his  preparation  for  the  teaching  profession.  Previous 
to  the  interruption  of  the  war,  he  had  taught  in 
the  schools  of  Lawrence  County,  and  he  had  entered 
the  State  Normal  College  at  Slippery  Rock,  and 
upon  graduating,  taught  again  in  the  county  schools. 
Later  he  matriculated  at  Westminster  College,  from 
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which  he  was  duly  graduated.  Sought  by  the  mission 
board  of  his  church  as  a  teacher  in  their  Mission 
School,  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  Mr.  Baldwin  accepted  and 
put  in  three  hard  years  as  an  instructor  at  the 
Egyptian  station.  The  work  abroad  had  taken  a 
heavy  toll  of  his  vitality,  and  for  a  time  he  attempted 
to  recuperate  while  once  more  teaching  in  the  Law¬ 
rence  County  schools.  Feeling  that  he  had  regained 
his  health,  he  entered  the  Pittsburgh  Theological 
Seminary  with  the  intention  of  taking  up  the  minis¬ 
try.  His  health  failed,  however,  before  he  had 
completed  the  course  of  studies  and  he  retired. 
After  another  short  period  of  teaching,  Mr.  Baldwin 
came  to  New  Castle  and  accepted  a  position  in  the 
post  office.  This  was  his  regular  occupation  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  or  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
at  the  age  of  forty. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  always  a  useful  and  helpful  citi¬ 
zen  of  whatsoever  place  he  made  his  home.  Few  men 
of  New  Castle  were  better  known  or  more  popular. 
Few  were  more  dependable  in  any  project  for  the 
advancement  of  the  city  and  the  community.  He 
was  unusually  prominent  in  the  activities  of  the 
Highland  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a  member  and  an  elder.  He  was  a  member  of 
Colonel  Daniel  Lessure  Camp,  United  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  War  Veterans. 

On  June  19,  1913,  Charles  H.  Baldwin  married 
Nina  Mae  Clark,  of  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baldwin  became  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
1.  Frank  L.,  born  August  1,  1914.  2.  Heber  Ross, 
born  July  10,  1916.  Mrs.  Baldwin  is  the  daughter  of 
Heber  Rand  and  Eleanor  G.  Clark.  Mr.  Clark  was 
a  civil  engineer  with  headquarters,  for  many  years 
in  New  Castle.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
but  was  too  young  to  be  accepted  for  service  until 
the  last  few  weeks  of  the  conflict. 

Charles  Henry  Baldwin  died  May  31,  1926,  much 
regretted  and  mourned.  In  his  quiet  way  he  had 
made  an  important  place  for  himself  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  in  the  hearts  of  its  citizens.  His  was 
the  manhood  and  character  which  impressed  itself 
upon  the  lives  of  others,  and  the  best  monument  to 
his  memory  is  the  abiding  good  he  did  to  others. 


JOSEPH  LeROY  TRAMBLEY— Haying  inter¬ 
rupted  his  legal  studies  at  Georgetown  University  in 
order  to  serve  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Trambley,  after  the  end  of  the 
war,  resumed  his  studies  and  since  1920  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  Soon 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  established  himself 
in  practice  at  Johnsonburg,  Elk  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  of  which  county  he  is  a  native.  Mr.  Tram¬ 
bley  has  long  been  prominently  active  in  public 
affairs  and  has  held  several  important  public  offices, 
which  he  has  invariably  filled  with  characteristic 
ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness. 

Joseph  LeRoy  Trambley  was  born  at  Ridgway, 
Elk  County,  May  18,  1894,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  J.  (Lucy)  Trambley.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Canada,  his  mother  of  Cameron  County.  The 
former  came  to  St.  Marys  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  identified  with 
the  lumber  industry.  In  1900  he  removed  to  John¬ 
sonburg,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  local 
paper  mill.  He  is  now  retired  from  active  business 
and  makes  his  home  at  Erie,  where  several  of  his 
children  also  live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Trambley 
had  twelve  children:  1.  A  daughter,  who  died  in 
infancy.  2.  Dennis,  now  deceased.  3.  Leo  T.,  a  res¬ 


ident  of  Erie.  4.  Lawrence  E.,  likewise  a  resident 
of  Erie.  5.  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  D.  J. 
Haley  of  Salamanca,  New  York.  6.  Joseph  LeRoy, 
of  whom  further.  7.  Madeleine  G.,  who  married 
Thomas  J.  McCall  of  Washington,  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia.  8.  Percy  P.,  a  resident  of  Erie.  9.  John 
F.,  now  deceased.  10.  Lilliam,  who  married  A.  Per- 
antoni  of  Erie.  11.  Cletus,  a  resident  of  Erie.  12. 
Valery  B.,  a  resident  of  Erie,  now  a  senior  at  Du- 
quesne  University,  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Trambley  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Johnsonburg,  graduating  from  the 
local  high  school  in  1912  as  valedictorian  of  his  class, 
in  which  he  was  the  only  boy.  He  then  attended 
Georgetown  University.  In  1917  he  interrupted  his 
studies  and  joined  the  United  States  Navy,  enlist¬ 
ing  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  being  assigned  to  the 
United  States  ship  “Massachusetts,”  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Navy  Yard.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  and  was  stationed  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  ship.  After  that  he  was  attached  to  the 
United  States  ship  “Casco,”  a  cargo  transport,  on 
which  he  made  six  trips  to  France.  He  received  his 
honorable  discharge  from  active  service  on  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1918,  as  a  yeoman,  first  class.  At  that  time 
he  resumed  his  studies  at  Georgetown  University 
and  was  graduated  from  that  institution’s  law  school 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  on  June  8, 

1920.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  following  year, 

1921,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  and  two  years  later,  in  1923,  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Since  then  he  has  also  been  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  on  December  11,  1928,  and  in  the  United 
States  District  Court,  in  1929.  Since  1921  he  has 
practiced  law  very  successfully  at  Johnsonburg.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Moose  Run  Coal  Company.  For 
nine  years  he  served  as  assessor  of  Johnsonburg 
Borough  and  he  is  now  city  solicitor  of  Johnsonburg. 
In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  he  now  serves  as  treasurer  of  the 
Elk  County  Republican  Committee.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose, 
the  American  Legion  and  the  Society  of  Forty  and 
Eight. 

Mr.  Trambley  married,  June  24,  1925,  Lulu  W. 
Mulhern,  of  St.  Marys,  daughter  of  B.  C.  and 
Julia  (Wade)  Mulhern.  Mrs.  Trambley’s  father 
died  March  15,  1928.  He  was  general  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Shawmut  and  Northern 
Railroad  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trambley  have 
two  children:  1.  Mary  M.,  born  March  20,  1926. 
2.  Anthony  B.,  born  January  1,  1929. 


ANDREW  DONALD  CAMPBELL— For  more 

than  a  quarter  of  a  century  “Don”  Campbell,  as  he 
was  familiarly  known,  was  a  prominent  and  beloved 
resident  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania.  His  was  the 
pleasing  personality  which  inspired  faith  and  made 
friends  readily;  everyone  knew  him,  his  friends  were 
legion;  few  men  were  the  recipient  of  so  many  con¬ 
fidences  or  so  often  called  upon  for  advice  and 
help.  Generous  to  a  fault,  it  was  seldom  that  Mr. 
Campbell  declined  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  or  to 
give  of  his  time  and  means  to  the  needy. 

Andrew  Donald  Campbell  was  a  native  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian,  born  in  Millbrook,  November  25,  1884,  son 
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of  Mark  R.  and  Mary  Eva  Campbell,  the  former 
of  whom  was  engaged  in  a  general  merchandise  busi¬ 
ness  in  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  most  of  his 
active  life.  Andrew  Donald  was  educated  in  the 
Grove  City  grammar  and  high  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  Grove  City  College.  He  had  just 
reached  his  majority  when  he  established  a  morti¬ 
cian  parlor  in  Beaver  Falls  (1905)  in  partnership 
with  E.  E.  McConnell.  This  was  to  be  his  profession 
throughout  life.  The  first  business  was  purchased 
from  William  Algeo,  and  its  headquarters  were  in 
the  Paff  Building,  on  Seventh  Avenue.  In  1919,  Mr. 
Campbell  purchased  the  McConnell  interests  in  the 
partnership,  and  in  1921  the  establishment  was  re¬ 
moved  to  new  quarters  at  No.  720  Thirteenth  Street, 
and  was  conducted  with  an  increasing  clientele  up 
to  the  time  of  Mr.  Campbell’s  death  in  1931. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  notable  for  his  business  acumen, 
sound  judgment  and  ready  helpfulness.  He  was 
genuinely  interested  in  civic  affairs  and  contributed 
valuably  to  the  advancement  of  the  community.  He 
was  a  Christian  gentleman,  a  church  worker,  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  building  committee  in  connection  with  the 
building  of  the  new  edifice.  His  was  a  dynamic 
personality,  he  was  clear  in  his  thinking  and  posi¬ 
tive  in  his  decisions.  His  labors  to  secure  a  new 
building  for  the  church  were  the  more  remarkable 
because  of  what  he  had  to  meet  and  to  overcome. 
Among  his  business  interests  was  a  directorship  of 
the  Farmers’  Title  and  Trust  Company.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Republican.  His  professional  associations 
included  the  National  Selected  Morticians,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Funeral  Directors  Association,  and  the  Beaver 
County  Funeral  Directors  Association.  Fraternally, 
he  was  affiliated  with  the  Parian  Lodge  No.  662, 
Free  and  Accepted;  Masons;  Harmony  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  No.  206;  Beaver  Valley  Com- 
mandery,  No.  84,  Knights  Templar;  he  was  also  a 
Shriner,  and  a  director  of  the  Beaver  Falls  Masonic 
Temple  Association.  His  clubs  were  the  Beaver  Val¬ 
ley  and  Ellwood  Country  clubs.  From  every  point 
of  view,  Mr.  Campbell  lived  a  full  and  useful  life, 
and  his  death  on  March  10,  1931,  was  deeply 
mourned  by  the  city  which  knew  that  it  had  lost 
one  of  its  foremost  citizens,  and  by  his  friends  who 
held  him  in  high  esteem  and  affection. 

Mr.  Campbell  married,  on  June  14,  1911,  at  Green¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  Pearl  Caldwell,  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Margaret  Caldwell.  Mr.  Caldwell  was  the 
pioneer  druggist  of  Greenville,  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Spanish-American  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Donald  Living¬ 
stone,  John  Mark  and  Nancy  Jean  Campbell.  Mrs. 
Campbell  continued  to  operate  her  husband’s  busi¬ 
ness  after  his  death.  Without  any  previous  experi¬ 
ence  she  has  been  very  successful.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  eldest  son  has  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Embalming,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  has  come  into 
his  father’s  business  and  along  with  this  will  take  a 
course  at  Geneva  College. 


NORVAL  EDGAR  HEETER — Occupying  the 
position  of  county  superintendent  of  schools,  Clarion 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Norval  Edgar  Heeter  is 
carrying  forward .  in  his  jurisdiction  the  remark¬ 
able  benefits  arising  from  the  State’s  system  of 
free  public  school  education.  He  is  gratified  at  being 
enabled  to  render  this  desirable  service,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  people  and  student  population  of  the 


county  are  confident  the  school  administration  will 
be  continued  on  the  same  high  plane  that  has  always 
featured  his  tenure  of  office. 

Mr.  Heeter’s  parents,  Henry  C.  and  Mary  (Stover) 
Heeter,  are  natives  of  Clarion  County,  the  former 
at  one  time  a  farmer  and  lumberman,  who.  is  now 
interested  in  gas  and  oil  properties.  In  their  family 
are  eight  children:  1.  Flora,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Davis,  of  Callensburg,  Pennsylvania.  2. 
Richard.  3.  Sarah,  married  John  Shuman.  4.  Norval 
Edgar,  of  this  review,  see  further.  5.  Thomas,  of 
Callensburg.  6.  Boardley  of  Callensburg.  7.  Belva, 
married  John  Wilson.  8.  Annie,  who  lives  at  the 
family  home. 

Born  in  Clarion  County,  January  6,  1876,  Norval 
Edgar  Heeter,  fourth  child  and  second  son  of  Henry 
C.  and  Mary  (Stover)  Heeter,  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  home  district  and  the  Clarion  Col¬ 
legiate  Institute  of  Rimersburg,  and  thence  entered 
the  State  Teachers  College  in  the  city  of  Clarion. 
He  graduated  there  in  1899  and  matriculated  at  the 
Indiana  State  University,  whence  he  was  transferred 
to  Grove  City  College,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1902.  He  afterwards  took 
work  at  Columbia  University,  and  attended  summer 
school  at  Pittsburgh  University  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  Master’s  degree  in  1932. 

Mr.  Heeter  has  had  experience  in  practically  all 
fields  of  public  school  work.  He  taught  two  years 
in  the  rural  schools  of  his  native  township,  was 
principal  of  Callensburg  graded  school  for  two 
years,  a  teacher  in  the  Brookville  High  School  for 
four  years,  and  was  principal  of  the  Edinburg 
public  school  for  four  years,  prior  to  his  election  to 
the  superintendency  of  the  Clarion  County  public 
schools.  Mr.  Heeter  was  elected  county  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Clarion  County  schools  in  1908,  so 
that  he  has  so  far  filled  this  honorable  position  for 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  also  a  trustee 
of  the  Foxburg  Public  School  Free  Library.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
a  member  of  the  Joppa  Club,  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Heeter  is  a  member  of  the 
Public  School  Education  Association  and  was  for 
one  year  president  of  its  county  superintendents’ 
department.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Clarion- 
Venango  Counties  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
He  helped  to  organize  the  Clarion  Community  Chest 
and  served  as  its  president  for  two  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Heeter  and  Elizabeth  Ann 
Lewis,  a  native  of  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania, 
of  Blairsville,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Humphrey)  Lewis,  took  place  in  October,  1902. 
Their  children  are:  1.  Maurice,  graduated  from  the 
School  of  Engineering,  Pennsylvania  State  College, 
in  1926,  and  is  principal  of  the  schools  of  Summer¬ 
ville.  He  is  now  matriculating  in  Cornell  University, 
working  towards  his  Master’s  degree.  2.  Norva, 
graduated  from  Clarion  State  Teachers  College  in 
1931,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  School  of  Arts, 
Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology,  Pittsburgh. 


CLARENCE  EMERSON  KENNEDY— In  the 

years  of  a  too  short  life,  Clarence  Emerson  Ken¬ 
nedy,  a  native  and  lifelong  resident  of  New  Brighton, 
Pennsylvania,  won  high  distinction  in  banking  and 
finance,  and  contributed  notably  to  the  advancement 
of  the  section  of  the  State  in  which  his  interests  cen¬ 
tered.  He  was  a  community  builder,  a  financial 
leader  and  a  man  of  large  affairs.  His  record  in 
New  Brighton  was  remarkable  for  its  achievements, 
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but  his  reputation  was  far  more  than  local,  for  he 
was  eminent  among  American  bankers  and  was 
honored  with  office  in  financial  organizations  of 
national  scope.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  his 
death  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years  brought  to  a 
close  a  career  which,  while  wonderfully  successful, 
gave  promise  of  even  greater  achievements  and 
higher  honors. 

The  Kennedy  name  is  old  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
found  in  the  annals  of  the  pioneers.  Clarence  Emer¬ 
son  Kennedy  was  the  son  of  Thomas  L.  and  Sarah 
(Alexander)  Kennedy,  who  for  many  years  operated 
a  flour  mill  at  New  Brighton,  itself  direct  in  line 
from  the  old  gristmill  around  which  the  town  grew. 
The  son  was  born  February  16,  1874,  and  grew  up 
in  his  natal  town.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  place,  and  completed  his  book  edu¬ 
cation  at  Bridgewater  Academy,  Bridgewater,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  ever  a  student,  and  one 
of  the  best  posted  men  of  his  associates  on  things 
and  conditions  of  the  past  and  current  events.  His 
education  was  never  completed,  for  his  eagerness  to 
know,  and  his  modest  assumption  that  every  man  had 
something  to  teach  him,  not  only  contributed  to  his 
popularity  but  was  the  source  of  genuinely  valuable 
information. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  nineteen  years  old  when  at  last 
he  found  the  business  which  he  desired  to  make  his 
life  work.  He  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  Old 
National  Bank  of  New  Brighton,  Pennsylvania  in  1893. 
He  was  always  a  modest  man,  disinclined  to  thrust 
himself  forward  or  to  make  suggestions  where  they 
were  not  sought.  He  had  an  immense  amount  of 
zest  and  energy,  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  work. 
The  extra  task,  the  job  others  avoided,  were  cheer¬ 
fully  done  by  him.  Gradually  his  knowledge,  enter¬ 
prise  and  capacity  for  hard  work  impressed  them¬ 
selves  upon  those  in  authority,  and  he  was  given 
more  important  positions  in  the  bank.  In  1902  he 
was  made  the  cashier  of  the  Old  National,  prob¬ 
ably  one  of  the  youngest  men  in  the  State  to  hold 
such  a  responsible  position.  More  noteworthy  is 
the  fact  that  he  was  given  powers  and  authority  far 
above  those  usually  granted  to  a  cashier.  Mr.  Ken¬ 
nedy  was  permitted  to  pass  on  any  loan  up  to  $5,000 
without  referring  it  to  the  board  of  directors.  It  was 
clear  that  by  this  time,  he  was  not  only  a  recognized 
financier,  but  knew  the  citizens  of  the  town  and 
county,  their  standing  and  capabilities,  as  regards 
finance,  and  knew  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the 
region,  both  as  to  its  immediate  condition  and  its 
prospects  for  the  future.  He  was,  in  short,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  already  considered  a  finished 
banker. 

It  was  not  only  in  New  Brighton  that  his  reputa¬ 
tion  was  made  and  known.  When  the  necessity 
arose  for  a  clearing  house  in  his  section  of  the  State, 
Mr.  Kennedy  organized  the  Beaver  County  Clearing 
House  Association,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
managed  its  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Bankers’  Association  and  was  chairman 
of  the  Clearing  House  Managers  Conference  Com¬ 
mittee,  one  of  the  important  departments  of  the 
American  Bankers’  Association.  In  attendance  upon 
this  association  he  came  in  contact  with  financiers 
from  all  over  the  United  States,  and  was  accepted  as 
an  equal  among  equals,  a  leader,  a  banker  of  ideas 
and  courage,  and  a  modest  charming  “gentleman  and 
scholar.” 

For  his  eminence  in  the  financial  world,  Mr.  Ken¬ 
nedy  had  to  pay  the  price  of  having  too  little  time 


for  personal  recreation  and  extensive  fraternal  and 
club  affiliations.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias;  and  gave  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  but  he  would  not  accept 
office  from  either  the  fraternal  order  or  party  pow¬ 
ers.  He  was  a  member,  elder,  and  the  treasurer  for 
a  dozen  years  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
New  Brighton,  and  active  in  all  manner  of  religious 
work.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  also  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Club  and  the  Brighton  Club.  He  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  development  of  his  community  and 
the  contiguous  parts  of  the  county,  and  did  a  great 
deal  to  further  its  growth  and  betterment.  Generous 
to  a  fault,  he  was  inclined  to  hide  from  his  right 
hand  what  his  left  hand  did.  He  abhorred  show,  and 
his  benefactions  were  as  unostentatious  as  his  man¬ 
ner  of  living.  His  sudden  death  on  February  14, 
1929,  came  as  a  great  shock  to  the  municipality  in 
which  he  was  a  leading  citizen  and  financier.  His 
friends  who  were  legion,  mourned  his  passing  as  tak¬ 
ing  from  them  a  loyal  beloved  associate  and  popular 
companion.  Always  a  great  lover  of  wife,  family 
and  home,  his  demise  was  an  irreparable  loss.  Mr. 
Kennedy  made  history,  and  when  the  permanent  rec¬ 
ord  is  written  of  New  Brighton  and  Beaver  County, 
his  name  will  appear  on  many  of  its  pages. 

Clarence  Emerson  Kennedy,  on  November  28, 
1898,  married  Lina  Black,  of  Butler  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Black,  well  known  in  Butler  County.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kennedy  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Ralph  E.,  Albert,  Paul,  Arthur,  and  Lavila  Ruth, 
now  deceased. 


LYLE  GILLIS  HALL — Financier,  business  exec¬ 
utive  and  associate  justice,  Lyle  Gillis  Hall  is  rated 
as  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Marys, 
Elk  County,  in  which  jurisdiction  the  family  of  Hall 
has  been  one  of  importance  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Hall’s  father,  Hon.  James  Knox  Polk  Hall,  bom  in 
Milesburg,  Centre  County,  September  30,  1844,  died 
January  5,  1915,  received  his  education  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  November,  1866.  He 
was  elected  district  attorney  of  Elk  County  in  1867, 
and  reelected  in  1870  and  1873.  He  retired  from  the 
practice  of  law  to  give  his  attention  to  his  coal, 
lumber  and  banking  interests.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Fifty-sixth  Congress  and  reelected  to  the  Fifty- 
seventh  Congress.  In  November,  1902,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate,  and  held  a  seat 
in  that  body  for  three  terms  (1903-12).  He  married 
Kate  Hyde,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Sarah,  who  resides  in  New  York  City.  2. 
William  Edwin,  a  resident  of  Greenwich,  Connect¬ 
icut.  3.  Genevieve,  married  William  A.  Skully,  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  4.  Lyle  Gillis, 
of  this  review,  of  whom  further. 

Lyle  G.  Hall  was  born  at  St.  Marys,  Elk  County, 
August  13,  1886.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Kate  (Hyde) 
Hall,  makes  her  home  on  her  beautiful  estate  at 
Ridgway,  consisting  of  several  hundred  acres,  and 
one  of  the  showplaces  of  the  countryside.  He  at¬ 
tended  several  boarding  schools  and  graduated  from 
Yale  University  in  the  class  of  1910.  On  his  return 
to  St.  Marys  he  at  once  entered  manufacturing  and 
banking  concerns.  He  is  vice-president  of  St.  Marys 
National  Bank,  vice-president  of  St.  Marys  Trust 
Bank,  vice-president  of  the  Elk  County  National 
Bank,  at  Ridgway,  director  of  the  Ridgway  National 
Bank,  vice-president  of  the  St.  Marys  Sewer  Pipe 
Company,  and  vice-president  of  the  St.  Marys  Clay 
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Products  Company.  Of  the  Stackpole  Carbon  Com¬ 
pany  at  St.  Marys  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 
His  elevation  to  the  bench  as  an  associate  judge 
followed  his  election  which  took  place  in  1925,  and 
he  has  since  filled  this  honorable  position.  He  is 
president  of  the  Bucktail  Council,  Boy  Scouts  ck 
America.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr.  Hall  married  (first),  October  17,  1917,  Helen 
Merris,  of  DuBois,  Clearfield  County,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Merris,  and  by  this 
marriage  they  had  two  children:  Eugenia  Merris 
Hall  and  Helen  Merris  Hall.  Mrs.  Hall  died  De¬ 
cember  17,  1926.  Mr.  Hall  married  (second)  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1928,  Jane  Grube,  of  Punxsutawney,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Grube, 
both  deceased,  and  they  have  a  son,  Lyle  G.  Hall,  Jr. 


DANIEL  BRODHEAD  HEINER,  JR.  — A 

member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
Pennsylvania  families,  dating  back  to  Colonial  days, 
Mr.  Heiner  himself  was  born  and  has  always  lived 
in  this  State.  Like  his  ancestors  before  him  he  has 
taken  a  very  active  and  prominent  part  in  public  life 
and  has  served  with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency 
and  conscientiousness  in  several  important  public 
offices.  By  profession  a  lawyer,  he  has  also  long  been 
prominently  identified  with  financial  affairs  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County  as  a  director  of  several  banks,  which 
he  helped  to  organize.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  figures  in  the  Republican  party  in  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania.  Religious  affairs,  too,  have 
received  a  full  share  of  Mr.  Heiner’s  time  and  atten¬ 
tion.  Indeed,  in  every  respect  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  representative,  most  substantial  and 
most  public-spirited  citizens  of  Kittanning,  his  home 
town  and  the  center  of  his  various  activities. 

Mr.  Heiner  can  trace  his  descent  back  to  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  General 
Daniel  Brodhead,  his  great-great-grandfather.  Gen¬ 
eral  Daniel  Brodhead,  of  Revolutionary  fame  and 
surveyor-general  of  Pennsylvania,  soldier,  Indian 
fighter  and  statesman  was  born  in  Marbletown, 
Ulster  County,  New  York,  September  17,  1 736,  and 
was  twice  married  (first)  to  Elizabeth  Depui  of 
Northampton  County,  and  (second)  to  Rebecca  Mif¬ 
flin,  widow  of  General  and  Governor  Thomas  Mif¬ 
flin  of  Pennsylvania.  He  had  one  daughter,  Ann 
Garton  Brodhead,  who  married  Casper  Heiner  of 
Reading.  His  great-grandfather,  Daniel  Brodhead, 
was  a  royalist  and  captain  of  Grenadiers  during 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  He  came  to  America 
in  1664  with  the  expedition  commanded  by  Colonel 
Richard  Nicolls,  “to  capture  New  Amsterdam  and 
make  New  Netherland  once  for  all  an  English 
province.”  Captain  Brodhead  settled  at  Marbletown 
in  1665;  here  his  son,  Richard  was  born  and  the 
latter’s  son,  Daniel,  in  1693.  The  latter  married  Hes¬ 
ter  Wyngart,  and  about  1737  emigrated  from  New 
York  with  his  family  and  settled  near  the  junction 
of  Analomink  (now  Brodhead’s)  and  McMichael’s 
Creeks,  in  what  later  became  Northampton,  and  is 
now  Monroe  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  called  his 
settlement,  Dansbury,  after  his  own  given  name,  but 
later  it  became  known  as  Brodhead’s  Manor,  and 
now,  upon  a  portion  of  it,  stands  the  borough  of 
East  Stroudsburg.  Daniel  Brodhead  died  in  July, 
I755>  at  Bethlehem,  while  there  for  surgical  treat¬ 


ment.  He  was  survived  by  five  sons:  Charles,  Gar¬ 
rett,  Daniel,  John  and  Luke,  each  of  whom  became 
famous  for  his  courage  in  conflicts  with  the  Indians 
along  the  frontier. 

General  Daniel  Brodhead  was  born  at  Marbletown 
and  was  a  babe  in  arms  when  his  parents  came  to 
Pennsylvania.  He  grew  up  among  the  rude  experi¬ 
ences  of  a  frontier  settlement,  and  had  his  first  ex¬ 
perience  in  actual  war,  December  11,  1755,  when  the 
Indians,  after  ravaging  all  the  country  between  the 
rivers  Lehigh  and  Delaware,  north  of  the  Blue 
Mountains,  attacked  the  Brodhead  house  at  Dans¬ 
bury,  which  had  been  hastily  fortified.  In  1771  he 
settled  in  Reading,  having  removed  some  time  pre¬ 
viously  from  Lower  Smithfield  Township.  Shortly 
afterwards  he  was  appointed  deputy  surveyor,  under 
John  Lukens,  who  was  then  surveyor-general  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  July,  1775,  he  was  appointed  a 
delegate  from  Berks  County  to  the  provincial  con¬ 
vention  at  Philadelphia.  During  the  Revolutionary 
War  he  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Rifle  Regiment  from  March  to  October,  1776;  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  of  the  4th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in 
the  Continental  Line  from  October,  1776,  to  March, 
1777;  colonel  of  the  8th  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 
March,  1777,  to  January,  1781;  and  then  colonel  of 
the  1st  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  At  a  later  date  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and  in 
other  campaigns  under  General  Washington.  After 
the  capture  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  at  the  battle 
of  Long  Island,  the  command  of  the  remainder  of 
the  battalion  devolved  upon  him  and,  in  fact,  he 
became  the  commander  of  the  whole  Pennsylvania 
contingent,  being  at  the  time  the  senior  officer  re¬ 
maining  in  the  army. 

He  was  sent  to  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  following  the  terrible  Indian  incursions  in 
that  region  by  General  Washington,  under  whom  he 
served  and  with  whom  he  became  personally  ac¬ 
quainted;  and  a  warm  friendship  afterwards  existed 
between  them.  In  1779  General  Washington,  in  a 
letter  written  to  him  at  that  time  says: 

Congress,  by  a  resolve  of  the  zuui,  _ . _ zuary,  granted 

leave  to  General  M’Intosh  to  retire  from  the  command 
to  the  Westward,  and  directed  me  to  appoint  an  officer 
to  succeed  him.  From  my  opinion  of  your  abilities, 
your  former  acquaintance  with  the  back  country,  and 
the  knowledge  you  must  have  acquired  upon  this  last 
tour  of  duty,  I  have  appointed  you  to  the  command  ; 
but  if  you  quit  the  post,  I  apprehend  there  will  be  no 
officer  left  of  sufficient  weight  and  ability.  This  an 
opinion  which  I  would  wish  you  to  keep  to  yourself, 
because,  it  might  give  offense  to  officers  in  all  other 
respects  worthy  of  the  stations  they  fill.  I  must,  there¬ 
fore,  desire  you  to  remain  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  you  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  informed  of  everything  necessary 
for  your  government. 

General  Brodhead  was  at  this  time  and  until  April 
at  Fort  M’lntosh.  This  command  of  the  Western 
Department  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Pitt,  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  whole  West  from  Detroit  to  Louis¬ 
iana.  While  in  command  at  Fort  Pitt  several  impor¬ 
tant  expeditions  were  planned  and  executed  against 
the  Indians.  The  most  notable  one  was  the  expedi¬ 
tion  in  August  and  September,  1779,  up  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  River  as  far  as  Salamanca,  New  York,  at 
which  point  he  joined  General  Sullivan’s  expedition. 
For  this  important  expedition,  Congress,  on  October 
27,  1779.  adopted  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  General 
Brodhead  and  his  brave  officers  and  soldiers.  This 
expedition  was  celebrated  by  the  Historical  Societies 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  on  September  5, 
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1929,  by  the  unveiling  of  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of 
General  Brodhead  at  Salamanca,  New  York. 

After  the  war  General  Brodhead  returned  to  Read¬ 
ing  and  in  1789  he  represented  Berks  County  in 
the  General  Assembly  and  participated  in  the  impor¬ 
tant  discussion  relating  to  the  alteration  and  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  State  Constitution  of  1776,  in  which  he 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Subsequently  in  the  same 
year,  he  voted  for  the  calling  of  a  convention  to 
amend  the  constitution.  On  November  5,  1789,  he 
was  commissioned  surveyor-general  and  he  served 
most  capably  in  this  office  until  April  23,  1800.  Gen¬ 
eral  Brodhead,  after  his  retirement  from  public  of¬ 
fice,  removed  to  Milford,  Pike  County,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  November  15,  1809. 

General  Brodhead  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  and  the  certificate  of 
membership  has  descended  on  down  through  the  gen¬ 
erations  and  is  now  in  possession  of  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Gordon  Graham  Heiner,  retired,  of  the  United 
States  Army.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  good  name 
and  patriotic  service  of  their  ancestor,  his  descend¬ 
ants,  in  1872,  erected  at  Milford,  an  appropriate 
monument  to  his  memory. 

Casper  Heiner,  son  of  Craft  and  Margaret  Heiner 
of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  was  married  to  Ann  Gar- 
ton  Brodhead,  only  daughter  of  General  Daniel 
Brodhead,  and  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner,  Jr.,  of  this  review.  On 
June  14,  1775,  the  Continental  Congress  passed  re¬ 
solutions  requiring  twelve  companies  of  expert  rifle¬ 
men  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  army 
near  Boston.  Eight  of  these  companies  were  to  be 
raised  in  Pennsylvania,  formed  into  a  battalion  and 
commanded  by  officers  recommended  by  the  Assem¬ 
bly.  The  command  formed  of  these  companies  was 
called  Colonel  Thompson’s  Battalion  of  Riflemen. 
The  term  of  enlistment  was  for  one  year  and  they 
were  to  supply  their  own  arms  and  clothes.  One 
company  in  this  battalion  was  from  Reading  and  was 
commanded  by  Captain  George  Nagel.  Casper 
Heiner  was  a  corporal  in  this  company.  Captain 
Nagel’s  company  reported  at  headquarters  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  on  July  18,  1775. .  The  serv¬ 
ices  of  this  company  were  in  connection  with  Thomp¬ 
son’s  Battalion  at  and  about  Cambridge.  This  bat¬ 
talion  received  orders  in  March,  1776,  to  march  from 
Cambridge  to  New  York.  Again  we  find  that  on 
July  28,  1780,  a  call  was  made  for  three  classes  of 
County  Militia.  This  was  the  quota  of  Berks  County 
toward  supplying  Pennsylvania’s  quota,  which  Gen¬ 
eral  Washington  required  in  order  to  cooperate  with 
the  main  army  in  anticipation  of  the  movements 
of  the  British  Army  against  Philadelphia  and  was 
known  as  Hiester’s  Battalion.  The  officers  were 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  Hiester,  Captain  Charles 
Gobin  and  Ensign  Casper  Heiner.  Again  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  23,  1782,  we  find  that  Casper  Heiner  was  a 
sergeant  in  Captain  Peter  Nagel’s  Company  of 
Militia  guarding  prisoners  of  war  around  Philadel¬ 
phia.  Craft  Heiner,  father  of  Casper  Heiner,  served 
for  a  short  period  in  the  Militia  of  Berks  County 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Casper  Heiner 
was  a  survejmr  and  teacher  of  mathematics,  and  one 
of  his  own  books  on  mathematics  prepared  in  his 
own  handwriting  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family. 
Casper  Heiner  and  Ann  G.  (Brodhead)  Heiner  had 
four  children,  one  son,  and  three  daughters:  1.  John, 
of  whom  further.  2.  Rebecca  J.,  married  Samuel 
Johnson.  3.  Margaret  H.,  married  John  Faulk,  who 
was  the  father  of  John  K.  Faulk,  who  was  a  ter¬ 


ritorial  governor  of  Dakota.  4.  Cathrine,  married 
Colonel  John  Brodhead,  a  cousin.  Casper  Heiner 
died  in  I798>  and  was  buried  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Heiner,  born  in  1779,  son  of  Casper  and  Ann 
Garton  (Brodhead)  Heiner,  was  the  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  article  and  was  married  to  Mary 
Haines  of  Shepherdstown,  Virginia,  December  2, 
1802.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Haines,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Captain  Hugh  Stevenson’s  Company  in  the 
command  of  General  Morgan  of  the  Continental 
Army.  They  had  one  son  and  three  daughters.  He 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  held  a  commission  as 
captain  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  battle  of 
Baltimore.  After  the  War  of  1812  Mr.  Heiner  with 
his  family  moved  from  Charlestown,  Virginia,  to 
Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
possession  of  the  lands  that  he  and  his  sisters  in¬ 
herited  from  their  grandfather,  General  Brodhead, 
which  consisted  of  several  thousand  acres  located  in 
Armstrong,  Allegheny,  Indiana,  Beaver  and  Ven¬ 
ango  counties.  Captain  Heiner  was  a  prominent 
Mason.  While  living  temporarily  at  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  he  died  January  22,  1833,  and  was  buried 
in  the  old  Lutheran  Church  Yard  at  that  place. 

Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  article  and  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Haines)  Heiner  was  born  in  Milford,  Pike  County, 
September  24,  1807,  and  died  at  Kittanning,  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1882.  In  1814  he  came  with  his  parents  from 
Charlestown,  Virginia,  to  Kittanning  and  lived  there 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  While  yet  a  young  man,  he 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Hon.  Philip 
Mechling  and  later  entered  into  partnership  with 
Thomas  McConnell.  When  this  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved,  he  went  into  the  dry  goods  and  general  mer¬ 
chandise  business  with  his  brother-in-law,  John 
Mechling,  and  also  served  many  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Kittanning,  and  for 
fifty  years  was  one  of  the  official  board  of  the  church. 
In  1835  he  married  Mary  Graham,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Graham  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Butler  County,  who  gave  to  the  town 
of  Butler,  when  it  was  laid  out  in  1803,  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land.  They  had  nine  children:  Mary 
Louise,  Robert  Graham,  John  Haines,  William  Gra¬ 
ham,  Sarah  K.,  Margaret,  Anna,  Lydia  and  Daniel 
Brodhead  Heiner,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Kittan¬ 
ning,  Pennsylvania,  on  December  30,  1854,  a  son  of 
Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Graham) 
Heiner.  He  was  educated  at  Allegheny  College,  Mead- 
ville,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1879.  Having  decided 
upon  a  legal  career,  he  began  reading  law  with  Hon. 
Edward  S.  Golden  of  Kittanning  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1882.  In  1885  he  was  elected  district 
attorney  of  Armstrong  County  for  a  term  of  three 
years  and  in  1888  was  reelected.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  to  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  representing  the 
Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  District,  comprising 
the  counties  of  Armstrong,  Indiana,  Jefferson  and 
Westmoreland,  and  was  reelected  in  1894  to  the 
Fifty-fourth  Congress.  In  1897  he  was  appointed,  by 
President  McKinley,  United  States  District  Attorney 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Pittsburgh.  In  February,  1902,  he  was 
appointed  United  States  Internal  Revenue  Collector 
for  the  Twenty-third  District  of  Pennsylvania  and 
held  this  position  until  October,  1913,  when  Pres¬ 
ident  Wilson,  a  Democrat,  appointed  his  successor. 
Mr.  Heiner,  besides  his  official  duties,  gave  con- 
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siderable  time  to  his  legal  profession  as  well  as  to 
business  interests.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  directors  of  the  Armstrong  County  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Kittanning,  one  of  the  organizers  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ford  City;  and 
one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Parkers  Landing;  also  one  of  the 
organizers  and  directors  of  the  Farmers  National 
Bank  of  Freeport.  His  acumen  and  foresight  in 
financial  matters  have  always  been  valued  by  his 
associates.  Mr.  Heiner  was  one  of  the  delegates 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention  in  Chicago 
in  1920  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  delegates  to  help 
nominate  President  Harding.  In  August,  1921,  Pres¬ 
ident  Flarding  appointed  him  to  his  old  position  of 
Internal  Revenue  Collector.  In  1925  he  was  re¬ 
appointed  by  President  Coolidge  for  a  second  term 
on  recommendation  of  Senator  David  A.  Reed  and 
in  1929,  again  on  recommendation  of  Senator  Reed, 
he  was  reappointed  for  a  third  term,  which  position 
he  now  holds.  In  politics,  Mr.  Heiner  is  a  staunch 
Republican.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  County  Committee  many  times  and  represented 
his  county  at  numerous  State  conventions.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Kit¬ 
tanning.  A  member  of  the  official  board  for  more 
than  forty  years,  he  was  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  and  board  of  trustees  while  the  new 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  erected  in  1909, 
Mr.  Heiner  has  long  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
history  of  his  family.  He  is  the  author  of  “A  War 
Record  History  of  the  Heiner  Family,”  privately 
printed  and  published  in  1929.  A  most  interesting 
and  carefully  prepared  book. 

On  January  12,  1887,  Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner, 
Jr.,  married  Arabelle  Todd  Acheson,  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  William  Acheson, 
who  was  an  iron-master  and  for  many  years  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  old  Monticello  Iron  Works  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  They  have  one  son,  William  Gra¬ 
ham  Heiner,  now  a  practicing  attorney  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  of  whom  further. 

William  Graham  Heiner,  the  only  son  and  child 
of  Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner,  Jr.,  and  Arabelle  T. 
(Acheson)  Heiner,  was  born  in  Kittanning,  November 
11,  1891.  After  attending  the  public  schools  in  Kittan¬ 
ning  and  Culver  Military  Academy,  he  entered  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1909,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  one  year.  In  1910  he  entered  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1914,  cum  laude.  He  then  entered  the  Law  School 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1917  at  the  head  of  his  class.  During 
the  World  War  he  served  with  the  army  from  Sep¬ 
tember,  1917,  to  February,  1919,  as  follows:  Ser¬ 
geant, .  305th  Engineers,  Camp  Lee,  Virginia;  sec¬ 
ond  lieutenant,  12th  Replacement  Battalion,  Camp 
Jackson,  South  Carolina;  student  officer  at  school 
of  fire,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma;  officers’  radio  school, 
Columbia  University,  New  York;  regimental  radio 
officer,  34th  Field  Artillery;  and  assistant  judge 
advocate,  12th  Division,  Camp  McClellan,  Alabama. 
At  the  time  of  the  Armistice,  his  regiment  was  quar¬ 
tered  in  pup  tents,  ready  for  embarkation.  Since 
the  war  he  has  lived  and  practiced  law  in  Pittsburgh. 

On  June  1,  1918,  William  Graham  Heiner  married 
Jean  Marshall  of  Pittsburgh,  daughter  of  George 
T.  and  Mary  (Brettell)  Marshall.  They  have  two 
children:  1.  William  Graham  Heiner,  Jr.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1919.  2.  George  Marshall  Heiner,  born 
September  20,  1922. 


CAPTAIN  DANIEL  HEINER  CORE— For 

more  than  three  decades  Captain  Core  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  banking  business  in  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  During  the  greater  part  of  this  long 
period  he  has  been  connected  with  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Ford  City,  Armstrong  County,  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  strongest  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  several  years,  spent  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  as  an  officer  during  our  diffi¬ 
culties  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico  in  1916  and  1917 
and  later  during  the  World  War,  Captain  Core  has 
served  as  cashier  of  this  bank  for  the  last  tw’enty 
years.  The  steady  growth  and  prosperity  which  this 
bank  has  enjoyed  during  this  period  has  been  to  a 
large  degree  the  result  of  Captain  Core’s  unusual 
ability.  Ever  since  becoming  a  resident  of  Ford 
City,  Captain  Core  has  taken  a  very  active  and 
effective  part  in  various  phases  of  the  community’s 
life,  and  his  position  in  the  community  is  one  of 
importance  and  influence.  He  has  also  been  prom¬ 
inently  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  American  Legion, 
bis  prominence  in  this  organization  being  quite  in 
accord  with  the  distinction,  with  which  he  served  in 
the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  War. 

Daniel  Heiner  Core,  a  son  of  Rev.  Jesse  Franklin 
Core  and  Sarah  K.  (Heiner)  Core,  was  born  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  July  21,  1879.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Preparatory  Department  of  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Jefferson  College.  In  1896-97  he  served 
as  a  page  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  In  1899  he  was  employed  by  his  uncle,  the 
late  William  G.  Heiner,  on  building  operations  in 
Ford  City  and  in  August  of  that  year,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ford  City 
as  bookkeeper.  He  has  been  in  the  banking  busi¬ 
ness  continuously  since  that  time,  having  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Central  National  Bank  of  Wilkins- 
burg,  the  Farmers  National  Bank  of  Freeport  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Trust  Company  of  Pittsburgh.  In 
1908  he  returned  to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ford 
City  and  was  elected  cashier  in  1912  and  a  director 
in  1921. 

In  anticipation  of  trouble  with  Mexico  he  was 
offered  and  accepted  a  commission  as  captain  in  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  On  June  19,  1916, 
he  was  commissioned  and  assigned  to  Company  K, 
16th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  at  Kittanning  and  com¬ 
manded  that  company  on  the  Mexican  border  from 
July  3,  1916,  to  January  9,  1917,  during  which  time 
he  was  in  the  United  States  service.  In  the  interim 
preceding  the  call  to  service  for  the  World  War 
he  resumed  his  duties  in  the  bank.  In  June,  1917, 
Captain  Core  was  called  for  service  in  the  World 
War,  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
on  July  15,  1917.  He  commanded  Company  K,  dur¬ 
ing  its  training  period  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia, 
until  April  30,  1918,  when  he  was  assigned  as  per¬ 
sonnel  adjutant  of  the  112th  Infantry,.  Colonel 
George  C.  Rickards,  commanding,  a  consolidation  of 
the  16th  and  8th  Pennsylvania  Regiments  of  Infan¬ 
try,  and  served  with  his  regiment  continuously  in 
the  American  Expeditionary  forces  in  France,  from 
May  6,  1918,  to  April  30,  1919,  participating  with 
his  regiment  in  the  following  battles:  Champaign- 
Marne,  July  4-15,  1918;  Oise-Aisne,  July  15-18,  1918; 
Vesle,  Angust  7  to  September  4, 1918;  Meuse-Argonne, 
September  26  to  October  9,  1918;  and  the  Thiau- 
court  Sector,  October  15  to  November  11,  1918,  the 
date  of  the  Armistice.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  on  May  8,  1919* 
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A  charter  member  of  Armstrong  Post,  No.  122, 
American  Legion,  Captain  Core  is  a  past  commander 
of  that  post.  He  is  now  an  active  member  of  Allied 
Post,  No.  654,  of  Ford  City,  which  he  helped  to 
organize  and  he  is  also  a  past  county  chairman  of 
the  American  Legion.  He  is,  too,  a  member  of  Beta’ 
Lodge,  No.  647,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Wil- 
kinsburg,  and  of  other  fraternal  organizations,  as 
well  as  of  the  Armstrong  County  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  the  Butler-Armstrong 
County  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  and  he  is  active 
in  community  affairs  generally.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Ford  City  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  while  in  politics  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  in  the  affairs  of 
which  he  is  prominently  active  as  a  member  of  both 
the  county  and  State  committees. 

Captain  Core  married  on  October  3,  1907,  Amarilla 
Luella  Getze,  born  at  Tarentum,  July  11,  1881,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  George  M.  and  Sarah 
Alice  (Kennedy)  Getze  of  Tarentum,  with  whom 
he  lived  happily  until  her  death  at  Ford  City  on 
November  30,  1928.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them:  1.  Amarilla  Jane,  born  in  Pittsburgh,  July 
10,  1908.  2.  Jesse  Franklin,  born  at  Ford  City, 
March  6,  1913.  3.  Daniel  Heiner,  born  at  Ford 
City,  June  11,  1917. 

Rev.  Jesse  Franklin  Core,  the  father  of  Captain 
Core,  was  born  at  Scenery  Hill,  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  September  15,  1846,  the  son  of  Jesse 
F.  and  Mary  (Michael)  Core,  and  died  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  July  18,  1898.  His  early  life  was  spent  on 
a  farm.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  ran  away  from 
home  and  endeavored  to  enlist  in  the  Union  Army, 
but  was  refused  on  account  of  his  youth.  However, 
having  secured  his  father’s  consent,  he  enlisted  on 
January  7,  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in 
Company  F,  159th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (the  14th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry),  Colonel  J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 
commanding,  serving  with  his  regiment  until  its 
muster  out  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  on  August 
24,  1865,  being  honorably  discharged  as  quarter¬ 
master  sergeant.  He  participated  in  the  following 
battles:  Cove  Gap,  New  Market,  Winchester,  Front 
Royal,  Opequan,  Millwood  and  various  other  smaller 
engagements.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Bunker 
Hill,  Virginia,  on  July  17,  1864.  Colonel  Schoon¬ 
maker  said  of  him:  “There  was  no  braver  soldier 
or  more  lovable  man  and  I  loved  him  as  a  brother.” 
At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  he  removed  with  his 
father  to  Kentucky  and  entered  Millersburg  Col¬ 
lege  at  Millersburg,  Kentucky,  where  he  prepared 
for  the  ministry.  He  was  ordained  in  the  ministry 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Allegheny 
City  on  March  17,  1872,  by  Bishop  Matthew  Simp¬ 
son  and  became  a  member  of  the  Pittsburgh  Con¬ 
ference.  He  served  successively  the  following 
charges:  a  circuit  between  Johnstown  and  Altoona; 
Leechburg;  Butler;  Dayton;  Greensburg;  Smithfield 
Street  Church  in  Pittsburgh;  Johnstown;  Wilkins- 
burg;  and  Tarentum.  He  was  twice  presiding  elder 
and  was  several  times  honored  by  being  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  General  Conference.  He  was  prom¬ 
inent  for  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  well  known 
throughout  western  Pennsylvania,  as  an  orator  of 
exceptional  ability. 

On  March  8,  1871,  Rev.  Mr.  Core  married  Sarah 
Katherine  Heiner,  of  whom  further,  of  Kittanning. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Lorena, 


wife  of  Judge  Robert  M.  Gibson,  of  the  United 
States  District  Court.  2.  Paul  A.  A.,  who  died  at 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on  April  4,  1927,  in  his 
fifty-fourth  year.  He  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  widow  and  one  daughter,  Margaret 
Louise  Core.  3.  Karl  L.  W.,  who  died  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  District  of  Columbia,  on  February  1,  1929,  in 
his  fifty-fourth  year,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Mildred  Caroline,  Mary  Catherine  and  Natalie 
Hammond  Core.  He  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company.  4.  Mary 
Louise,  who  died  in  infancy.  5.  Daniel  H.,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  article.  6.  Bird  F.,  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania.  7.  Sarah  K.,  of  New  York  City. 

Sarah  Katherine  (Heiner)  Core,  the  mother  of 
Captain  Core,  was  born  at  Kittanning,  August  29, 
1848,  second  daughter  of  Daniel  Brodhead  and  Mary 
(Graham)  Heiner.  She  was  educated  at  Dr.  Kille- 
kelly’s  Seminary  and  Dayton  Academy.  As  the  wife 
of  a  clergyman,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  itinerary, 
and  with  the  care  of  seven  children,  her  life  was 
very  active  and  interesting.  She  was  prominent  in  all 
the  conference  societies  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  Hamilton  Home  for 
the  Aged  since  its  inception.  She  is  also  prominent 
in  temperance  work  and  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Through  his  mother  Captain  Core  is  descended 
from  old  and  prominent  Pennsylvania  families,  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  Colonial  days.  His  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Daniel  Brodhead  Heiner,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Haines)  Fleiner,  was  born  at  Milford,  Pike 
County,  September  24,  1807,  and  died  at  Kittanning, 
December  29,  1882.  While  yet  a  young  man,  he  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Hon.  Philip 
Mechling  at  Kittanning  and  later  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  Thomas  McConnell.  When  this  part¬ 
nership  was  dissolved,  he  went  into  the  dry  goods 
business  with  his  brother-in-law,  John  Mechling, 
and  also  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  1835  he  married  Mary  Graham,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Graham  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Butler  County,  who  gave  to  the  town  of 
Butler,  when  it  was  laid  out  in  1803,  one  hundred 
acres  of  land.  They  had  nine  children. 

Captain  John  Heiner,  the  maternal  great-grand¬ 
father  of  Captain  Core,  was  born  in  1779,  a  son  of 
Casper  and  Ann  Garton  (Brodhead)  Heiner.  He 
was  married  to  Mary  Haines  of  Shepherdstown, 
Virginia,  December  2,  1802.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Haines,  a  member  of  Captain  Hugh  Steven¬ 
son’s  Company  in  the  command  of  General  Morgan 
of  the  Continental  Army.  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  held  a  commission  as  captain  and  took  quite 
a  prominent  part  in  the  battle  of  Baltimore.  After 
the  War  of  1812  Mr.  Heiner  with  his  family  moved 
from  Charlestown,  Virginia,  to  Kittanning,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  the 
lands  that  he  and  his  sisters  inherited  from  their 
grandfather,  General  Brodhead,  which  consisted  of 
several  thousand  acres  located  in  Armstrong,  Alle¬ 
gheny,  Indiana,  Beaver  and  Venango  counties.  Cap¬ 
tain  Heiner  was  a  prominent  Mason.  While  living 
temporarily  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  he  died  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  1833,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Lutheran 
church  Yard  at  that  place. 

Casper  Heiner,  the  maternal  great-great-grand¬ 
father  of  Captain  Core,  was  a  son  of  Craft  and 
Margaret  Heiner  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  and  mar- 
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ried  Ann  Garton  Brodhead,  only  daughter  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Daniel  Brodhead.  They  had  four  children.  He 
was  a  corporal  in  Captain  George  Nagel’s  Company, 
Colonel  Thompson’s  Battalion  of  Riflemen,  from 
Berks  County  in  1775.  Again  on  February  23,  1782, 
we  find  that  Casper  Heiner  was  a  sergeant  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Peter  Nagel’s  Company  of  Militia  guarding 
prisoners  of  war  around  Philadelphia.  Craft  Heiner, 
father  of  Casper  Heiner,  served  for  a  short  period 
in  the  Militia  of  Berks  County  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Casper  Heiner  was  a  surveyor  and 
teacher  of  mathematics  and  one  of  his  own  books 
on  mathematics  prepared  in  his  own  handwriting  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  He  died  in  1797 
and  was  buried  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 

General  Daniel  Brodhead,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
surveyor-general  of  Pennsylvania,  soldier,  Indian 
fighter  and  statesman,  was  the  maternal  great-great- 
great-grandfather  of  Captain  Core  and  was  born  at 
Marbletown,  Ulster  County,  New  York,  September 
17,  1736.  He  was  twice  married  (first)  to  Elizabeth 
Depui  of  Northampton  County,  and  (second)  to 
Rebecca  Mifflin,  widow  of  General  and  Governor 
Thomas  Mifflin  of  Pennsylvania.  He  had  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Ann  Garton  Brodhead,  who  married  Casper 
Heiner  of  Reading. 

General  Brodhead’s  great-grandfather,  Captain 
Daniel  Brodhead,  was  a  royalist  and  captain  of  Grena¬ 
diers  during  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  He  came 
to  America  in  1664  with  the  expedition  commanded 
by  Colonel  Richard  Nicolls,  “to  capture  New  Am¬ 
sterdam  and  make  New  Netherland  once  and  for 
all  an  English  province.”  Captain  Brodhead  settled 
at  Marbletown  in  1665.  Here  his  son,  Richard,  was 
born  and  the  latter’s  son,  Daniel,  in  1693.  The  latter 
married  Hester  Wyngart  and  about  1737  emigrated 
from  New  York  with  his  family  and  settled  near 
the  junction  of  Analomink  (now  Brodhead’s)  and 
McMichael’s  Creeks  in  what  later  became  North¬ 
ampton  and  is  now  Monroe  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  called  his  settlement,  Dansbury,  after  his  own 
given  name,  but  later  it  became  known  as  Brod¬ 
head’s  Manor,  and  now,  upon  a  portion  of  it 
stands  the  borough  of  East  Stroudsburg.  Daniel 
Brodhead  died  in  July,  1755,  at  Bethlehem,  while 
there  for  surgical  treatment. 

General  Brodhead  grew  up  among  the  rude  experi- 
ences.  of  a  frontier  settlement,  and  had  his  first 
experience  in  actual  war,  December  11,  1755,  when 
the  Indians,  after  ravaging  all  the  country  between 
the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  rivers,  north  of  the  Blue 
Mountains,  attacked  the  Brodhead  house  at  Dans¬ 
bury,  which  had  been  hastily  fortified.  In  1771  he 
settled  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  Shortly  afterwards 
he  was  appointed  deputy  surveyor,  under  John 
Lukens,  who  was  then  surveyor-general  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania1.  In  July,  1775,  he  was  appointed  a  delegate 
from  Berks  County  to  the  Provincial  Convention  at 
Philadelphia.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  was 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rifle  Regi¬ 
ment  from  March  to  October,  1776;  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  of  the  4th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Line  from  October,  1776,  to  March,  1777; 
colonel  of  the  8th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  March, 
l777,  to  January,  1781;  and  then  colonel  of  the  1st 
Pennsylvania  Regiment.  At  a  later  date  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and  in  other 
campaigns  under  General  Washington.  After  the 
capture  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  at  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  the  command  of  the  remainder  of  the 


battalion  devolved  upon  him  and,  in  fact  he  became 
the  commander  of  the  whole  Pennsylvania  contingent, 
being  at  the  time  the  senior  officer  remaining  in  the 
army.  He  was  sent  to  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  following  the  terrible  Indian  incursions 
in  that  region,  by  General  Washington,  under  whom 
he  served  and  with  whom  he  became  personally  ac¬ 
quainted.  A  warm  friendship  afterwards  existed  be¬ 
tween  them. 

In  1779  he  was  in  command  of  the  Western  De¬ 
partment,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Pitt,  this  com¬ 
mand  extending  over  the  whole  West  from  Detroit 
to  Louisiana.  While  in  command  at  Fort  Pitt  several 
important  expeditions  were  planned  and  executed 
against  the  Indians.  The  most  notable  one  was  the 
expedition  in  August  and  September,  1779,  up  the 
Allegheny  River  as  far  as  Salamanca,  New  York, 
at  which  point,  he  joined  General  Sullivan’s  expedi¬ 
tion.  For  this  important  expedition,  Congress  on 
October  27,  1779,  adopted  a  resolution  of  thanks  to 
General  Brodhead  and  his  brave  officers  and.  sol¬ 
diers.  This  expedition  was  celebrated  by  the  His¬ 
torical  Societies  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  on 
September  5,  1929,  by  unveiling  a  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  General  Brodhead  at  Salamanca,  New 
York. 

After  the  war  General  Brodhead  returned  to  Read¬ 
ing  and  in  1789  he  represented  Berks  County  in  the 
General  Assembly  and  participated  in  the  important 
discussion  relating  to  the  alteration  and  amendment 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1776,  in  which  he  voted 
in  the  affirmative.  Subsequently  in  the  same  year, 
he  voted  for  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  amend 
the  constitution.  On  November  5,  1789,  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  surveyor-general  and  he  served  most  capa¬ 
bly  in  this  office  until  April  23,  1800.  General  Brod¬ 
head,  after  his  retirement  from  public  office,  re¬ 
moved  to  Milford,  Pike  County,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  November  15,  1809.  General  Brod¬ 
head  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati  and  the  certificate  of  membership  has 
descended  on  down  through  the  generations  and  is 
now  in  possession  of  Colonel  Gordon  Graham 
Heiner  of  the  United  States  Army.  Feeling  a  just 
pride  in  the  good  name  and  patriotic  service  of  their 
ancestor,  his  descendants,  in  1872,  erected  at  Mil¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  an  appropriate  monument  to  his 
memory. 


CAPTAIN  ALONZO  J.  THOMPSON— One  of 

the  most  respected  and  beloved  citizens  of  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  the  late  Captain  Alonzo  J.  Thompson, 
died  on  April  7,  1927,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  a  noted  Massachusetts  ancestor, 
and  had  added  new  luster  to  the  family  name  by  his 
own  exploits  and  life.  During  his  colorful  career  he 
had  been  soldier,  oil  producer,  and  lumber  dealer.  For 
a  period  of  four  decades  Titusville  was  his  home  and 
his  business  headquarters.  There  were  few  phases  of 
the  city’s  life  and  activities  in  which  he  did  not  play 
a  role,  and  his  passing  was  a  source  of  deep  sorrow 
to  the  many  friends  of  long  associations. 

He  was  born  July  8,  1839,  at  Newport,  near  Utica, 
New  York;  his  birthday  happening  to  fall  upon  the 
same  day  as  that  of  John  D.  Rockefeller,  whom 
whimsically  he  said  he  hoped  to  survive.  He  was  of 
New  England  stock,  able  to  trace  his  ancestral  line 
back  to  Thomas  Thompson,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  His  grandfather  was  a 
captain  in  the  Continental  Army,  serving  on  the  staff 
of  his  father,  Brigadier-General  Thompson,  the  great- 
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grandfather  of  Captain  Alonzo  J.  Thompson.  The  lat¬ 
ter’s  paternal  grandmother  was  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Amos  Green,  who  commanded  a  regiment  during  the 
Revolution  and  was  a  cousin  of  the  more  famous 
General  Nathanael  Greene.  The  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view  was  the  son  of  Elias  G.  Thompson  and  of 
Lucia  (Rogers)  Thompson,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Rogers,  the  reputed  great-grandson  of  the  martyr 
John  Rogers,  who  was  burned  at  the  stake  at  Smith- 
field,  England,  in  1555.  Elias  G.  Thompson,  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  War  of 
1812,  although  but  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the 
time. 

Alonzo  J.  Thompson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Academy  of  Newport,  New  York, 
going  West,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  to  locate  at 
Beloit,  Wisconsin.  In  i860  he  led  a  party  from  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  across  the  plains  to  inspect  some 
new  gold  mines  opened  in  Colorado,  returning  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  in  the  late  autumn.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  Civil  War  he,  with  James  Raymer,  a  merchant 
of  Toledo,  organized  a  troop  of  one  hundred  men, 
and  were  admitted  to  the  army  service  of  the  Union 
as  a  company  of  light  artillery.  Later  he  joined 
Battery  H  of  the  1st  Ohio  Artillery,  at  Cincin¬ 
nati,  and  served  nearly  two  years  with  this  battery 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  After  playing  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  in  the  battles  of  Winchester  and  Port  Re¬ 
public,  the  battery  was  attached  to  McDowell’s 
Corps,  and  in  1862  joined  the  3d  Army  Corps  at 
the  time  of  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Battery 
H  opened  the  battle  of  Frederickburg,  December  11, 
1862,  having  been  sent  forward  during  the  night  to 
cover  the  laying  of  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  river. 
It  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  dur¬ 
ing  two  days,  and  was  cited  by  General  Sickles  for 
its  splendid  action  in  battle,  notwithstanding  the 
charge  of  Stonewall  Jackson’s  troops  at  a  time  when 
the  nth  Corps  had  been  driven  from  the  field.  Then 
came  Gettysburg;  then  service  with  the  2d  Ohio 
Artillery,  with  the  Army  of  the  West  under  General 
Sherman,  and  later  General  Thomas.  In  the  spring 
of  1864,  Captain  Thompson  was  appointed  an  officer 
in  the  Engineers  and  directed  the  construction  of 
Fort  Thomas,  at  Cleveland,  near  Chattanooga,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  was  offered,  but  declined,  the  lieutenant- 
colonelcy  of  an  East  Tennessee  Infantry  Regiment 
and  returned  to  his  favorite  branch  of  the  service, 
the  artillery.  In  1865  he  was  made  chief  of  artillery 
in  charge  of  the  fortifications  surrounding  Knoxville, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  recommended  for  a 
captaincy  in  the  Regular  Army.  Captain  Thompson 
declined  the  honor  for  he  had  no  wish  to  become 
a  professional  soldier.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United 
States. 

In  February,  1866,  he  went  to  the  oil  fields  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  in  Titusville,  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life,  and  after  a  few  weeks  began  operations 
on  Dennis  Run.  Three  years  later  he  was  in  the 
oil  shipping  business  with  L.  D.  Saxton  of  New 
York  City,  and  Stone,  Carley  and  Company,  of 
Philadelphia,  making  his  headquarters  at  Oil  City. 
A  few  years  after  that  he  was  made  a  full  partner 
in  the  business  which  eventually  became  known  as 
A.  J.  Thompson  and  Company,  with  himself  at  its 
head.  In  1905,  Captain  Thompson  with  Dr.  J.  N. 
Bolard,  J.  C.  McDowell  and  J.  M.  Landon  became 
interested  in  oil  production  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
Cherokee  Nation,  the  firm  operating  under  the  name 
of  the  Pennokee  Oil  Company.  Later  in  that  year 


he,  with  Charles  Harter,  of  Ilion,  New  York,  formed 
another  company  which  operated  in  the  Cherokee 
district. 

To  consider  the  captain’s  lumber  interests  one  must 
go  back  to  1890,  when  he  began  buying  timber  and 
timber  rights  and  organized  the  New  York  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Lumber  Company  to  handle  them.  This 
concern  built  the  old  Kinzua  Valley  Railroad,  to  get 
access  to  their  timber.  Many  years  later  Captain 
Thompson  became  the  largest  stockholder  and  a 
director  of  the  West  Coast  Lumber  Company. 

In  the  last  years  of  the  1880’s  the  captain  came 
to  Titusville  once  more,  this  time  to  make  it  his 
home  and  place  of  business;  in  1896  he  opened  offices 
in  the  Algrunix  Building,  and  maintained  them  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  nearly  a  third  of  a  century 
later.  Here  he  carried  on  his  extensive  business  in 
petroleum,  lumber,  farms  and  land  holdings,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Dakotas,  coal  mines  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia',  and  other  interests  scattered  all  over  the  United 
States,  among  which  might  be  included  a  director¬ 
ship  in  the  Titusville  Trust  Company.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  Captain  Thompson  was  inclined  to  make 
his  investments  in  the  soil  of  its  products. 

There  were  few  phases  of  life  in  which  Captain 
Thompson  was  not  interested.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Titusville,  and  a!ctive 
in  its  work.  For  more  than  a  half  century  he  had 
been  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
a  member  of  all  bodies  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the 
Gourgas  Lodge  of  Perfection  of  Pittsburgh,  and  a 
member  of  Chase  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public. 

In  1873,  Captain  Alonzo  J.  Thompson  married 
(first)  Anne  E.  Van  Tassell,  of  Edinboro,  Erie 
County,  who  died  at  Titusville,  March,  1893.  He 
married  (second),  in  1900,  Clara  E.  Young,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  who  survives  him.  Captain 
Thompson’s  death,  on  April  7,  1927,  deprived  Titus¬ 
ville  of  one  of  its  most  public-spirited  citizens,  a 
business  leader,  and  a  greatly  beloved  friend.  He 
had  been  helpful  in  civic  and  welfare  movements,  and 
in  a  quiet  way  was  generous  of  his  means  and  of 
himself  to  aid  others.  A  tribute  paid  to  him,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  reads: 

Captain  Thompson  was  always  interested  in  un¬ 
fortunate  humanity,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor 
to  the  cause  of  missions,  not  only  of  his  own 
church  but  of  other  denominations.  He  did  much 
work  in  the  way  of  providing  for  widows  and 
orphans  of  which  none  knew  but  himself,  and  no 
worthy  appeal  was  made  to  him  that  was  ever  re¬ 
fused.  He  was  particularly  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Near  East  Society  and  other  charity  work 
following  the  World  War,  being  a  large  contributor 
to  the  funds  raised  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
Austria. 


D.  EDGAR  ELLIOTT — The  fact  that  Mr.  Elliott 

has  served  as  prothonotary  of  Clarion  County  with¬ 
out  interruption  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  clearly 
indicates  to  how  great  a  degree  he  enjoys  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Himself  a 
native  and  lifelong  resident  of  Clarion  County,  Mr. 
Elliott  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  most  efficient 
county  officials  and  has  a  host  of  friends  in  all  parts 
of  Clarion  County. 

D.  Edgar  Elliott  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1866,  a  son  of  William  D.  and  Jane  (Thomas) 
Elliott,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  both  now 
deceased.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1911,  his  mother  July  12,  1906.  The  fourth 
of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  Mr.  Elliott  received 
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his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  then  attended  the  Callensburg  Academy 
and  after  that  the  Clarion  Collegiate  Institute  at 
Rimersburg,  a  well-known  educational  institution 
of  Clarion  County.  After  leaving  school  he  took 
up  educational  work  and  for  the  next  thirty  years 
he  taught  very  successfully  in  the  rural  schools  of 
Clarion  County.  In  1915  he  was  elected  prothonotary 
of  Clarion  County,  in  which  capacity  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  ever  since,  having  been  reelected  to 
another  term  of  four  years  in  November,  1931.  His 
office,  of  course,  is  at  the  county  seat,  Clarion.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  of  the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  latter 
he  has  long  been  prominently  active,  maintaining 
membership  in  the  various  Masonic  bodies  up  to 
and  including  the  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  at  Coudersport.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  while  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Elliott  married  Martha  Belle  Tippery,  a 
native  of  Clarion  County,  their  marriage  having 
occurred  on  July  30,  1894.  Mrs.  Elliott  died  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  19 1 1.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Margaret,  who  married 
Arthur  Y.  Elliott,  of  Sligo,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Edith, 
who  married  William  Nickel,  of  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land.  3.  Fannie,  engaged  in  educational  work  and 
living  at  home  with  her  father. 


CHARLES  EDSON  CARNAHAN— One  of  the 

best  known  oil  operators  in  the  northwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  field,  Charles  Edson  Carnahan,  of  Tidioute, 
achieved  a  substantial  success  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1930  was  one  of  the  most  influential  citi¬ 
zens  of  Tidioute.  The  discoverer  of  the  remarkable 
Queen  Pool,  where  natural  flowing  wells  were  com¬ 
pleted  in  great  numbers,  his  share  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  branch  of  this  great  petroleum  industry  was 
large  and  distinctive.  He  was  civic-minded  and  gen¬ 
erous,  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  every  worthy  wel¬ 
fare  or  betterment  movement.  Few  men  contributed 
more  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  born  August  7,  1868,  at  Tidioute, 
Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Hugh  Evans  and  Lavinia 
(Smith)  Carnahan.  His  father,  one  of  the  pioneer 
oil  men  of  the  region  was  a  native  of  Mercer  County, 
born  near  Sandy  Lake,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine,  after  having  been  a  resident  of  Tidioute 
and  Fagundas  for  fifty-four  years.  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  a  pioneer  minister,  Rev.  R.  Smith, 
of  Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  Edson  Carnahan  was  educated  in  the 
grade  and  high  schools  of  Tidioute,  but  from  the 
age  of  eleven  was  more  or  less  closely  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  oil  business,  which  calling 
he  pursued  for  a  half  century.  He  was  the  sole 
owner  of  two  extensive  oil  leases  in  the  Tidioute 
field  and  one  near  Tionesta,  the  former  William  Mc¬ 
Kee  farm,  on  River  Hill.  Some  of  the  largest 
producing  wells  were  his,  and  he  always  managed 
his  affairs  without  a  partner,  although  he  had  three 
brothers  who  were  also  oil  operators.  Mr.  Carna¬ 
han  discovered  the  Queen  sand  pool,  near  Tidioute, 
which  he  opened  with  a  flowing  well  in  April,  1922, 
causing  great  excitement  in  the  oil  circles  of  that 
time ;  many  other  natural  flowing  wells  were  later 
brought  in.  In  later  years  he  had  a  large  interest 
in  a  refining  company  of  Tidioute  and  was  actively 
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engaged  in  several  other  business  ventures  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  resident  of  Tidioute  all 
his  life  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Oil 
City,  and  three  years  in  Warren,  both  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mr.  Carnahan  was  a  member  of  the  Tidioute 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  contributor  to 
its  work,  and  a  member  of  the  church  board.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  were  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  as  a  member  of  the  local  lodge,  and  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a  member  of  all  the  bodies 
in  Masonry,  and  of  all  degrees,  Scottish  Rite,  up  to 
and  including  the  thirty-second.  Politically,  he  was 
a  Republican,  but  took  no  active  part  in  the  politics 
of  his  community. 

Mr.  Carnahan,  on  November  25,  1891,  at  Raymil- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  married  Lida  M.  McClelland, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  McClelland.  Mr. 
McClelland  was  also,  at  one  time,  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was  born  on  March  10,  1838,  near  Raymil- 
ton,  and  died  in  Tidioute  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
His  later  years  were  spent  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Carnahan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnahan 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Mabel,  wife 
of  Fred  Miller.  2.  Harriet,  now  Mrs.  W.  J.  Down¬ 
ing.  3.  Edson  E.  4.  Jespa.  All  four  of  Tidioute. 
5.  Sharlie,  wife  of  Robert  A.  Loose,  of  Tionesta. 

Mr.  Carnahan  died  on  January  4,  1930,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one,  his  passing  occasioning  deep  regret 
throughout  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  A  friend 
said  of  him  at  this  time: 

Mr.  Carnahan  will  be  best  remembered  among  those 
who  knew  him  intimately  for  his  frequent  donations  to 
charity.  He  gave  generously  where  assistance  was 
most  needed  and  appreciated,  and  his  charity  will 
long  live  as  an  outstanding  monument  to  his  memory. 
A  kind  and  indulgent  father  and  husband,  and  an  ex¬ 
emplary  neighbor,  the  passing  of  Mr.  Carnahan  re¬ 
moves  a  citizen  who  was  greatly  respected  and  loved 
in  his  home  and  community. 


JOSEPH  HANNA— Just  before  he  had  attained 
his  majority,  Joseph  Hanna,  a  native  of  Hanna’s 
Town,  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States,  at  a  time 
when  it  was  in  the  throes  of  a  civil  war.  After  a 
bit  of  looking  over  the  country  to  see  what  it  was 
like  and  where  he  would  like  to  settle,  he  came  to 
the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  started  to 
work  on  the  river  boats.  Once  the  war  was  over 
and  he  had  attained  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  he 
served  for  some  years  as  pilot  of  the  freight  barges 
which  carried  stone,  chiefly  marble,  from  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Louisiana.  It  was  a  picturesque,  but  hard  life 
that  he  lived.  He  had  friends  scattered  over  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  two  thousand  miles,  and  he  knew  more  of 
the  central  and  southern  part  of  the  L  nited  States 
than  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  citizens  of  that  day. 

Joseph  Hanna  was  born  May  12,  1845,  and  had 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ireland, 
where  his  parents,  William  and  Mallie  Hanna,  were 
farmers.  The  year  of  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  was  1865,  and  the  height  of  his  river  experi¬ 
ence  was  between  the  years  1870  and  1880.  The 
river  traffic  gradually  waned  in  the  face  of  rail¬ 
way  competition,  and  about  1880,  Mr.  Hanna  located 
in  Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  and  operated  a  coal  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  number  of  years.  He  had  accumulated 
some  money  and  found  his  right  work  in  life  when 
he  built  the  Hanna  Hotel  in  Beaver  Fails,  and  oper- 
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ated  it  to  the  time  of  his  death,  January  4,  1910.  He 
always  loved  people  and  was  never  happy  when  there 
were  not  plenty  of  folk  about.  His  gift  for  friend¬ 
ship  was  remarkable,  and  his  memory  of  the  faces 
of  even  chance  acquaintances  was  just  as  remark¬ 
able.  Generous  to  a  fault,  no  one  but  the  lucky 
recipients  of  his  favors  have  any  idea  how  great 
they  were.  He  was  interested  in  politics  and  his 
advice  and  help  was  often  sought  by  those  high  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  county. 
Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  Past  Noble  Grand 
of  Bridgewater  Lodge,  No.  366.  He  and  his  family 
were  attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  July,  1867,  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania, 
Joseph  Hanna  married  Lillian  A.  Sutherland,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Nancy  Sutherland.  Mr.  Suther¬ 
land  was  a  farmer  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hanna  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  1.  Mary,  deceased  in  infancy.  2.  Nancy, 
died  when  twenty-nine  years  of  age.  3.  Willie  R., 
deceased,  aged  fifty-four  years.  4.  David  V.  5.  Mallie 
E.,  now  the  wife  of  Alfred  M.  MacDonald.  5.  Joseph, 
deceased  in  infancy. 


REV.  HERMAN  SCHORER — The  parish  of  the 
Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  St.  Marys,  Elk 
County,  of  which  Rev.  Herman  Schorer  is  the  pas¬ 
tor,  was  established  in  1863;  building  of  the  edifice 
started  in  1872  and  it  was  dedicated  as  a  house 
of  worship  in  1876.  Rev.  Father  Schorer  was  born 
December  2,  1872,  and  came  to  the  St.  Vincent  Arch¬ 
abbey  (Pennsylvania)  in  1886.  After  ordination  he 
was  assigned  as  assistant  at  St.  Mary’s,  St.  Marys, 
Pennsylvania.  Next  he  served  at  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
Erie,  and  then  at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  North  Side, 
Pittsburgh.  Then  he  was  given  charge  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church,  Patton,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  St.  Lawrence, 
Pennsylvania.  After  that  he  took  charge  of  the 
Sacred  Heart  Church  at  Bakerton,  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  St.  Joseph’s,  a  mission  of  Carrolltown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  1917,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Sacred 
Heart  Church,  St.  Marys,  Pennsylvania,  as  pastor, 
where  he  has  served  as  pastor  ever  since.  He  has 
accomplished  a  remarkable  work  in  his  present 
charge.  In  1922  he  built  the  present  school  prop¬ 
erty  and  there  is  now  (1931)  an  enrollment  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  pupils  in  the  parochial  school 
connected  with  the  parish. 


CHARLES  VERNE  HEPLER,  M.  D.— When 
the  time  had  arrived  to  choose  his  life’s  work,  Dr. 
Hepler  decided  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father  and  to  pursue  a  medical  career.  With  this 
career,  which  has  been  very  successful,  he  has  com¬ 
bined  the  conduct  of  a  drug  business,  in  which  latter 
one  of  his  younger  brothers  is  associated  with  him. 
With  the  exception  of  the  first  few  years  of  his 
career,  Dr.  Hepler  has  always  practiced  in  his  native 
county,  Clarion  County,  and  for  the  last  thirteen 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  well-known  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion  County. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  medical  organizations  and 
is  active  in  financial  and  religious  affairs. 

Charles  Verne  Hepler  was  born  in  Clarion  County, 
December  7,  1881,  the  oldest  son  and  child  of  the 
late  Dr.  Albert  J.  and  Luella  E.  (Stahlman)  Hepler. 
His  father,  who  was  born  on  June  6,  1858,  and  who 
died  on  November  13,  1926,  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  at 
New  Bethlehem,  Clarion  County.  Dr.  Hepler’s 


mother  was  born  on  April  23,  1862,  and  died  on 
August  28,  1924.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  J.  Hepler 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  1.  Charles 
Verne,  of  whom  further.  2.  Arthur  M.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1886,  now  associated  with  his  older  brother 
in  the  drug  business.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World 
War,  during  which  he  served  in  the  Hospital  Corps 
at  Brooklyn,  New  York.  3.  John  Jesse,  born  July 
9,  1889,  who  died  April  1,  1914.  4.  Mable  Clair,  born 
October  15,  1891,  who  married  A.  J.  Mase  of  New 
Bethlehem.  5.  Harold  Earl,  born  October  6,  1892, 
who  died  on  January  16,  1927,  having  served  during 
the  World  War.  6.  Albert  Floyd,  born  August  6, 
1894.  He,  too,  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  served  overseas  with  the  Motor  Am¬ 
bulance  Corps.  7.  Gladys  Elmira,  born  March  17, 
1904,  who  married  Clarence  G.  Lower  of  New 
Bethlehem.  Dr.  Charles  Verne  Hepler  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  New  Bethlehem  High  School  in 
1901.  He  then  entered  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
University,  now  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  in  1905.  In  the  same  year,  on  October 
13,  he  passed  the  examinations  for  registered  phar¬ 
macist.  Immediately  afterwards  he  began  the  active 
practice  of  medicine  at  Eddyville,  Armstrong  County 
where  he  remained  for  one  year  and  a  half.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  Dr.  Hepler  removed  to  Haw¬ 
thorn,  Clarion  County,  where  he  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for 
the  next  eleven  years.  In  March,  1918,  he  came  to 
New  Bethlehem,  Clarion  County,  of  which  town  he 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons 
since  then,  operating  also  a  well-known  and  suc¬ 
cessful  drug  business  in  association  with  one  of  his 
younger  brothers.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Medical  Society,  the  Clarion  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Association  of  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Surgeons,  the  Bostonia  Country  Club  of 
New  Bethlehem  and  the  Lincoln  Hunting  and  Fish¬ 
ing  Club  of  Lycoming  County.  Dr.  Hepler  is  the 
local  surgeon  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  New  Bethle¬ 
hem  Trust  Company,  of  which  latter  his  father  was 
one  of  the  organizers.  For  ten  years  he  has  been 
secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  at  New  Bethlehem.  His  favorite  rec¬ 
reations  are  hunting,  fishing  and  golf. 

Dr.  Hepler  married,  June  13,  1906,  June  Smith, 
of  New  Bethlehem,  daughter  of  Samuel  K.  and 
Malissa  (Jones)  Smith,  of  Clarion  County,  both 
deceased. 


LYTLE  FLOWER  PERRY— Founder,  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  “Erie  County  Law  Journal,” 
Lytle  Flower  Perry  had  a  career  of  distinction  in 
his  profession,  establishment  of  the  legal  publication 
coming  after  he  had  attained  to  eminence  as  a  prac¬ 
titioner.  His  career  as  a'  whole,  in  retrospect,  was 
filled  with  exemplary  accomplishment  and  though 
Mr.  Perry  has  gone  from  the  scenes  of  his  late 
active  career,  the  inspiration  thereof  will  persist 
through  succeeding  generations.  His  name  goes  down 
in  honor,  written  large  on  the  rolls  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth’s  most  eminent  dead. 

Mr.  Perry  was  a  native  of  Erie  County.  He  was 
born  at  Albion,  on  May  18,  1888,  son  of  the  Rev. 
David  E.  S.  Perry  and  of  Maud  (Townley)  Perry. 
The  Perry  line  is  an  old  one  in  the  United  States; 
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it  has  long  been  represented  in  Pennsylvania.  Each 
generation,  apparently,  brought  forth  men  and  women 
of  the  worthiest  character,  and  the  males  of  the  line 
were  of  note  for  their  leadership  in  this  historic 
State.  Rev.  Mr.  Perry  was  a  minister  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  Church.  His  life  was  one  of  serv¬ 
ice  to  his  fellowmen,  and  his  memory  occupies  a 
goodly  place  in  the  perspective  of  time. 

Reared  in  a  cultural  background,  perhaps  unusual 
at  the  period  of  his  childhood,  Lytle  Flower  Perry 
learned  much  at  home,  from  his  father  and  his 
mother;  he  attended  the  public  schools,  graduated 
from  high  school  with  marks  indicative  of  his  scho¬ 
lastic  talents,  and  matriculated  in  Allegheny  College. 
There  he  followed  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences 
course,  which  he  regarded  as  the  most  suitable 
foundation  for  the  law;  and  the  law,  meanwhile,  he 
had  decided  to  undertake  as  his  life’s  work.  Having 
completed  college,  he  went  to  Coudersport,  Potter 
County,  and  studied  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Messrs.  Lewis,  Jones  and  Lewis,  a  law  firm  of  some 
fame  locally.  He  decided  then  to  begin  his  practice 
at  Coudersport — his  teachers  valued  his  presence 
there — and  accordingly,  after  admittance  to  the  bar, 
commenced  actively  to  build  up  the  reputation  for 
which  he  subsequently  was  justly  celebrated  as  a 
dominant  personality  in  law.  For  some  years  he 
practiced  with  the  Lewis  firm,  assisting  largely  in  the 
continued  renown  of  that  organization;  then,  wish¬ 
ing  to  return  to  his  native  county,  he  did  so,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  here  on  March  14,  1914. 
From  that  month  and  year  until  his  demise,  thirteen 
years  later,  he  continued  to  practice  in  Erie  County; 
and  the  legal  reputation  that  already  had  became 
distinguished  in  Potter  County  now  flourished  and 
made  him  a  leader  in  the  profession  for  the  State 
as  a  whole,  outstanding  in  the  county  and  its  region. 

It  was  in  1919  that  Mr.  Perry  established  the 
“Erie  County  Law  Journal.”  Imbued  with  the  finest 
ideals  of  the  profession,  he  instilled  these  ideals  in 
his  magazine,  and  made  it  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
profession’s  worthiest  minds,  conservatively  guiding 
its  policies  to  the  best  ends  for  the  profession,  his 
resources,  and  the  people  having  cause  to  go  to 
court.  Mr.  Perry  was  the  “Journal’s”  sole  proprie¬ 
tor,  the  full  owner  thereof,  as  long  as  he  lived;  and 
continuation  of  the  publication  is,  in  a  sense,  a 
memorial  to  his  part  in  legal  circles  of  the  State, 
as  a  leader  of  professional  advancement  and  an 
honored  member  of  the  bar.  His  colleagues  unite 
in  pronouncing  the  publication  a  “vast  influence  for 
the  improvement  of  the  bar.”  This  was  Mr.  Perry’s 
valuable  contribution,  and  for  it  he  will  always  be 
remembered. 

To  a  degree  said  to  have  been  unusual,  Mr. 
Perry  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  professional 
associates  and  the  people  among  whom  he  worked 
and  dwelled.  A  companionable  man,  genial,  sought 
after  for  social  gatherings,  gifted  as  a  speaker,  an 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  civic  programs  for  his  com¬ 
munity,  he  had  at  the  same  time  the  reserve  and 
thoughtfulness  of  the  true  scholar,  and  all  his  life¬ 
time  he  was  that — a  scholar.  His  hobbies  consisted 
in  reading,  and  in  the  fellowship  of  other  men,  with 
whom  he  made  many  hunting  trips.  The  out-of- 
doors  was  a  favorite  in  his  taste  for  pleasure;  and 
his  tragic  demise,  untimely  as  it  was,  came  about  on 
a  hunting  trip  into  Warren  County,  the  result  of  an 
automobile  mishap.  Mr.  Perry  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  To  the  denomi¬ 
nation  and  its  dependencies  he  gave  liberally,  and  so 


quietly  bestowed  his  gifts  of  charity  that  even  those 
nearest  him  sometimes  were  unaware  they  had  been 
given.  Such  was  his  retiring  nature,  as  regarded 
philanthropic  efforts.  Interment  was  at  Couders¬ 
port,  under  the  auspices  of  the  church,  and  with 
numerous  of  his  friends  present  to  pay  their  last 
respects  to  one  beloved  for  his  elevated  character 
and  position  as  a  man  among  men. 

It  was  in  his  home  life,  perhaps  most  of  all, 
that  Mr.  Perry  found  his  greatest  happiness.  Here 
he  was  always  at  his  best.  He  married,  January  5, 
1909,  Eugenia  C.  Benson,  granddaughter  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  lawyer,  Isaac  Benson,  a  dominant  legal 
personality  of  the  Potter  County  bar. 

Just  as  Mr.  Perry  came  of  a  family  celebrated  for 
the  preference  of  its  members  shown  toward  pro¬ 
fessional  life,  so  did  the  Hon.  Isaac  Benson  of  a 
preceding  generation.  Mr.  Benson  was  born  in 
Waterford,  Erie  County,  June  8,  1817;  studied  at 
the  academy  in  his  native  town,  and  completed  his 
studies  at  Warren.  Qualified  for  the  law,  both  by 
literary  acquirements  and  his  natural  inclination,  he 
entered,  as  a  student,  the  offices  of  Struthers,  John¬ 
son  and  Brown,  prominent  attorneys  of  Warren. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  place  in  1844  he  began 
to  practice  law  in  the  offices  of  the  firm,  remained 
there  a  year,  and  in  1845  located  in  Coudersport, 
where,  he  believed,  he  would  find  a  greater  outlet 
for  his  abilities.  He  had  a  sound  vision  later  proven 
correct,  of  the  future  of  Coudersport.  His  practice 
grew  apace;  his  popularity  increased  and  in  1856  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature.  In  1859,  more¬ 
over,  he  was  elected  for  membership  in  the  State 
Senate.  Both  of  these  positions  he  filled  with  honor, 
winning  the  approval  of  his  constituency.  Known 
for  his  fidelity  and  patriotism  toward  the  cause  of 
Union,  he  was  selected  as  paymaster  early  in  the 
Civil  War.  But  he  declined  the  office,  preferring 
to  continue  in  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  the 
enjoyment  of  home  life,  and  his  increased  holdings, 
which  required  constant  care  and  management.  Isaac 
Benson  married,  in  December  of  1857,  Eugenie  L. 
Stebbins,  daughter  of  P.  A.  Stebbins  of  Couders¬ 
port.  They  had  a  son,  James  B.  Benson,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  in  his  father’s  footsteps.  James  B.  Benson 
studied  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  receiving 
his  classical  education  there.  He  studied  law  under 
Wayne  McVeigh  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1884.  His  practice,  thence  onward,  was 
worthy  of  his  heritage  from  Isaac  Benson;  and  when 
his  daughter  married  Lytle  Flower  Perry,  as  re¬ 
counted,  two  outstanding  legal  families  of  this  part 
of  the  State  were  joined  together. 

Mrs.  Perry  now  (1932)  makes  her  home  in  Couders¬ 
port,  where  she  was  reared.  She  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  formerly 
was  active  with  her  husband  in  various  works  of 
philanthropic  and  religious  and  social  assistance, 
many  of  which  she  continues  to  carry  forward. 

Lytle  Flower  Perry’s  death  occurred,  under  the 
circumstances  previously  noted,  on  November  30, 
1927.  He  was  only  thirty-nine  years  old,  in  fact  had 
barely,  during  the  sixteen  years  of  his  career  at  law, 
launched  himself  on  what  his  colleagues  believed 
would  have  been  a  career  of  national,  or  at  least 
sectional,  significance,  when  the  end  occurred  and  his 
works  were  closed.  Yet  he  had  accomplished  more 
than  the  average  of  his  colleagues  in  twice  that  num¬ 
ber  of  years  at  legal  work,  and  will  always  be 
recalled  in  the  history  of  the  State  as  a  foremost 
lawyer,  founder  of  his  law  journal,  and  champion  of 
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the  right  for  the  people,  always,  and  without  excep¬ 
tion  having  given  his  best  for  the  elevation  and 
preservation  of  justice. 


JAMES  J.  REEVES  — One  of  the  most  beloved 
of  the  older  residents  of  New  Brighton,  which  had 
been  his  home  for  eighty  years,  James  J.  Reeves 
had  endeared  himself  to  the  community  by  his  ex¬ 
emplary  character  and  genuine  usefulness  as  a  citi¬ 
zen.  During  half  of  his  life  he  was  employed  in  the 
plant  of  the  Beaver  Falls  Cutlery  Company,  and  the 
Union  Drawn  Steel  Company,  the  forty  years  being 
divided  about  half  and  half  between  the  two  con¬ 
cerns.  He  was  an  expert  pattern  maker  and  some¬ 
thing  of  a  genius  in  his  sphere.  He  knew  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  company  with  which  he  worked  and  the 
requirements  of  his  department,  and  his  advice  was 
often  sought  by  the  higher  executives  before  sup¬ 
plies  were  purchased  or  changes  made.  As  a  young 
man  Mr.  Reeves  had  purchased  real  estate  on  an  ex¬ 
tensive  scale,  an  exhibition  of  foresight  and  faith  in 
the  future  of  New  Brighton  which  was  justly 
rewarded. 

James  J.  Reeves  was  born  June  5,  1852,  at  New 
Brighton,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(McGahey)  Reeves.  The  family  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  in  this  part  of  the  State,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Daniel  Reeves,  settling  in  what  is  now  Beaver  Falls, 
in  1804.  He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Reeves,  the  orig¬ 
inal  American  progenitor  of  the  family,  who  came 
from  Wales  and  settled  at  Mt.  Holly,  New  Jersey, 
in  1754.  Joseph  Reeves,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  review,  was  born  and  reared  in  Beaver  Falls, 
and  worked  for  some  time  on  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Wayne  and  Chicago  Railroad,  running  the  first  train 
that  passed  over  its  tracks.  His  son  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  New  Brighton  and  at  an 
early  age  he  started  to  make  a  livelihood  for  him¬ 
self.  It  was  to  this  end  he  took  up  the  exacting 
profession  of  pattern  making,  at  which  he  spent  full 
four  decades  of  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Brighton.  Mr. 
Reeves  was  always  civic-minded,  proud  of  his  home 
town  and  foremost  in  movements  which  looked  to  its 
advance  and  the  welfare  of  its  people.  His  friends 
were  legion,  and  his  death  on  March  10,  1932,  was 
a  source  of  mourning  to  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Reeves  married,  in  1896,  at  New  Brighton, 
Hallie  Houk,  daughter  of  Jonathan  D.  and  Maria 
(Thomas)  Houk.  Of  their  three  children  two  died 
in  infancy,  one  daughter  growing  to  maturity,  Sarah, 
now  Mrs.  O.  W.  Panner.  She  has  three  children: 
James  R.,  Orrien  W.,  and  John  Robert  Panner. 


LESLIE  ROBERTS  HIMES— A  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  Clarion  County 
families,  Mr.  Himes  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  the 
younger  generation  of  lawyers  at  New  Bethlehem, 
Clarion  County.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War 
and  is  very  prominently  active  in  numerous  fraternal, 
patriotic  and  social  organizations. 

Leslie  Roberts  Himes  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  June  7,  1892,  a  son  of  John  Rutherford 
and  Mary  Alverta  (Roberts)  Himes,  both  natives 
of  Clarion  County.  His  mother  died  on  August  11, 
1896.  Mr.  Himes’  father  still  lives  at  New  Bethle¬ 
hem,  Clarion  County.  He  is  foreman  for  the  C.  E. 
Andrews  Lumber  Company,  which  position  he  has 
filled  for  the  past  forty-five  years,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  prominently  active  in  the  affairs  of 


the  Democratic  party.  In  1924  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  held  that 
year  in  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Himes’  paternal  great-grandfather,  John  Himes, 
was  first  burgess  of  New  Bethlehem.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Rutherford  Himes  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  1.  Walter  Payne,  a  resident  of  Narberth, 
Pennsylvania.  2.  Eva  Claire,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  father.  3.  Leslie  Roberts,  of  whom  further. 
4.  Mary  Helena,  a  resident  of  Pottstown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  5.  George  Null,  a  resident  of  New  Bethle¬ 
hem.  Leslie  R.  Himes  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  then  attended  Grove  City 
College  for  two  years.  After  that  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  the  law  school  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1915. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  Michigan  in  the  same  year, 
he  practiced  law  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  for  one  year. 
Soon  after  the  United  States  had  entered  the  World 
War  on  the  side  of  the  Allies,  Mr.  Himes  enlisted 
in  the  45th  Coast  Artillery,  with  which  he  served 
overseas  for  four  months  with  the  rank  of  ordnance 
sergeant.  Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life  he  returned 
to  his  native  State  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1922.  After  his  admission  to  the 
Pennsylvania  bar  he  established  himself  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  at  New  Bethlehem,  where  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice  his  profession  with  marked  suc¬ 
cess  since  then.  He  is  a  member  and  a  Past  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  local  Post,  American  Legion,  and 
of  the  Society  of  Forty  and  Eight,  which  he  organ¬ 
ized.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Union 
Veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  of  which  he  is  secretary 
and  treasurer;  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution; 
New  Bethlehem  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the  Macca¬ 
bees.  In  the  latter  organization  he  belongs  to  Tent 
No.  170,  of  New  Bethlehem,  and  is  record  keeper  of 
that  organization;  and  also  Tent  No.  32,  of  Clarion; 
Tent,  No.  127,  of  DuBois;  and  Tent  No.  227,  of 
Punxsutawney.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Himes  married,  June  27,  1923*  Helen  Lytle, 
of  Vandergrift,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Clark 
Cook  and  Margaret  Ann  (Kinter)  Lytle.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Himes  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Mar¬ 
gery  Lytle  Himes,  born  June  14,  i924* 


LEONARD  ALBERT  LEATHERS— After  hav¬ 
ing  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  wholesale  pro¬ 
duce  business  and  later  in  the  general  merchandising 
business  at  Brookville,  the  county  seat  of  JefTerspn 
County,  Mr.  Leathers,  in  1910  became  identified  with 
the  automobile  business.  Ever  since  then  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  field,  in  which  he  has  met  with  out¬ 
standing  success.  From  1910  to  1922  he  was  an 
exclusive  Ford  dealer  with  headquarters  at  Brook¬ 
ville.  On  August  1,  1922,  he  cancelled  his  Ford  con¬ 
tract  and  became  identified  with  the  Chevrolet  Motor 
Company.  In  1931  the  L.  A.  Leathers  Company  of 
Brookville  had  the  distinction  of  leading  all  the 
Chevrolet  dealers  in  the  Pittsburgh  sales  district  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  August  in  respect  to  the  number 
of  sale.  Considering  that  the  Pittsburgh  district 
includes  numerous  cities  and  towns  considerably 
larger  than  Brookville,  the  accomplishment  of  the 
L.  A.  Leathers  Company  was,  indeed,  remarkable. 
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Mr.  Leathers,  of  course,  ranks  as  one  of  the  most 
representative  and  most  substantial  business  men  of 
Brookville. 

Leonard  Albert  Leathers  was  born  at  Mount 
Eagle,  Center  County,  June  1,  1880,  a  son  of  Roland 
C.  and  Jennie  C.  (Bathurst)  Leathers,  both  natives 
of  Center  County.  His  father  was  a  well-known 
merchant  and  contractor  and  was  the  father  of  eight 
children:  1.  Alemeda,  now  deceased.  2.  Charles,  now 
deceased.  3.  LaCassa,  a  resident  of  Easton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  4.  LaVerne,  who  married  George  S.  Swyers, 
of  Petaluma,  California.  5.  Frank  C.,  a  resident  of 
Manor,  Pennsylvania.  6.  Leonard  Albert,  of  whom 
further.  7.  Alice,  who  married  Edward  Conners  of 
Oakland,  California.  8.  Claire,  now  deceased. 

Having  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
region  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  Mr.  Leathers 
then  attended  the  Lock  Haven  Normal  School  for 
three  years,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1898. 
The  next  two  years  he  taught  school  in  West¬ 
moreland  County  and  also  in  Centre  County.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  he  resumed  his  own  studies 
at  Grove  City  College,  where  he  was  very  prom¬ 
inent  in  athletics,  being  right  halfback  on  the  Grove 
City  football  team  which  for  many  years  has  been 
regarded  usually  as  one  of  the  best  football  teams 
of  the  smaller  Pennsylvania  colleges.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  Mr.  Leathers  engaged  in  the  roofing 
business  at  Homestead,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  after  his  marriage  to  Lydia  V.  Faust, 
a  young  lady  of  Brookville,  Mr.  Leathers  located 
in  that  town,  which  has  continued  to  be  his  home 
and  the  center  of  his  business  activities  ever  since 
then.  He  was  the  first  to  devise  the  plan  of  picking 
up  country  produce  by  wagons  and  then  shipping 
them  from  Brookville.  His  business  grew  very  rap¬ 
idly  and  before  long  he  was  shipping  in  carload  lots, 
frequently  as  high  as  fifteen  cars  a  month.  At  the 
end  of  his  first  year  in  business,  the  business  had 
grown  to  such  an  extent  that  larger  quarters  became 
necessary.  At  that  time  he  rented  a  store  in  the 
Henderson  Building  at  Brookville,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  located  for  the  next  five  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  period  it  became  again  necessary  to  seek 
larger  quarters  and  at  that  time  Mr.  Leathers  moved 
his  business  into  the  Hunter  Block,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  again  for  five  years.  He  then  opened  a  large 
department  store  in  the  Matson  Building,  which  he 
conducted  successfully  for  five  years.  At  that  time 
he  bought  the  building  at  No.  116  Madison  Street, 
reconstructing  it  completely  and  remodeling  it  into 
a  building  of  three  floors.  In  1910  Mr.  Leathers  took 
over  the  Ford  agency  for  an  extensive  territory, 
with  substations  at  Fryburg,  Clarion,  Summerville) 
and  Knoxdale,  the  main  offices,  however,  being  al¬ 
ways  located  at  Brookville.  As  early  as  1915  Mr. 
Leathers  had  developed  an  emergency  brake  for  use 
on  Model  T.  Ford  cars,  which  he  called  the  “Play 
Safe  Brake.”  It  was  used  extensively  throughout  this 
country  and  in  many  foreign  countries.  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  developed  a  haulage  motor  known  as  the 
“Brookville  Locomotive.”  This  motor  was  used  as 
an  industrial  haulage  motor  by  coal  and  clay  mines, 
lumbering  and  road  industries  and  industrial  plants 
in  the  United  States.  These  motors  were  shipped  to 
practically  every  civilized  nation  in  the  World.  In 
South  American  countries  they  were  used  largely  on 
sugar  plantations,  coffee  plantations,  and  in  more 
isolated  sections  were  used  for  transportation  in  the 
same  manner  as  street  cars  are  used  in  this  country. 
On  August  3,  19 22,  Mr.  Leathers  cancelled  his  con¬ 
tract  with  the  Ford  Company  and  on  the  same  day 


he  took  over  the  local  representation  of  the  Chev¬ 
rolet  car.  Ever  since  then  Mr.  Leathers  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  sell  Chevrolet  cars  in  a  large  territory 
adjoining  Brookville,  operating  under  the  firm  name 
of  L.  A.  Leathers  Company.  In  recent  years  his 
only  son  has  been  associated  in  business  with  him, 
managing  a  large  garage  situated  on  Main  Street, 
Brookville,  having  the  Buick  agency  and  known 
as  the  Lakes-to-Sea  Motor  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Leathers  is  president  and  sole  owner.  As  the  Chev¬ 
rolet  agent  in  this  territory  he  has  met  with  re¬ 
markable  success.  During  the  first  month,  during 
which  he  sold  Chevrolet  cars,  in  19 22,  he  sold  one 
hundred  and  two  cars,  more  than  any  other  Chev¬ 
rolet  dealer  in  the  United  States  sold  during  the 
same  period.  The  more  recent  success  of  Mr.  Leath¬ 
ers’  organization  has  already  been  mentioned.  In 
August,  1931,  the  L.  A.  Leathers  Company  disposed 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  new  and  used  Chev¬ 
rolet  cars.  It  was  this  remarkable  record  that  brought 
to  the  L.  A.  Leathers  Company  the  distinction  of 
having  sold  more  cars  during  August,  1931,  than  any 
other  Chevrolet  dealer  in  the  Pittsburgh  zone.  Sec¬ 
ond  place  went  to  a  Pittsburgh  dealer  who  had  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  sales.  One  hundred  and  ten 
dealers,  several  of  whom  have  yearly  contracts  for 
one  thousand  cars,  are  included  in  the  Pittsburgh 
zone,  so  that  in  this  zone  the  L.  A.  Leathers  Com¬ 
pany  achieved  no  mean  feat.  Indeed,  the  company 
has  always  ranked  high  in  the  yearly  contests  staged 
by  the  Chevrolet  Motor  Company.  Mr.  Leathers 
ascribes  his  success  to  three  reasons:  First  trained, 
efficient,  loyal  employees;  second,  confidence,  created 
in  the  public  mind  by  years  of  fair  dealing;  third, 
hard,  and  intelligent  work.  The  L.  A.  Leathers  Com¬ 
pany  emploj's  forty-five  men  and  has  one  of  the 
largest  industrial  payrolls  in  Brookville.  Despite  the 
depression,  which  was  general  during  1931,  the  wages 
of  all  employees  were  maintained  on  the  same  high 
level,  on  which  they  were  set  during  the  World  War 
period.  Mr.  Leathers  has  been  president  of  the 
Brookville  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  twenty-five 
years  and  in  that  capacity  has  made  important  con¬ 
tributions  toward  furthering  civic  progress  in  the 
community.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Leathers  married  Lydia  V.  Faust,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Martha  (Dietwaller)  Faust,  of  Brook¬ 
ville,  their  marriage  having  taken  place  on  July  3, 
1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leathers  were  college-mates  at 
Grove  City  College.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  James  Franklin,  now  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  automobile  business.  2.  Martha  Leath¬ 
ers,  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women  at  Pittsburgh  and  now  taking  a  post-grad¬ 
uate  course  at  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology 
at  Pittsburgh. 


BYRON  EPEPHRAS  SMITH— As  postmaster 
of  St.  Marys,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  long  figured 
prominently  in  business  life,  Byron  Epephras  Smith 
has  served  his  community  effectively  and  well;  and 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  is  well  deserved  by 
his  efforts  and  achievements  in  the  behalf  of  local 
institutions. 

Mr.  Smith  was  bom  at  Sterling  Run,  Cameron 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  March  28,  1866,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Summerson)  Smith,  both  natives 
of  Clinton  County.  His  father,  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
served  as  associate  judge  of  Cameron  County,  hav¬ 
ing  been  elected  and  reelected  for  several  terms  to 
that  office;  he  died  in  September,  1901.  The  mother 
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did  in  May,  1911.  Their  children  were:  1.  Hiram, 
who  is  now  deceased.  2.  John  E.,  also  deceased.  3. 
Sophronia',  deceased.  4.  Melvin  L.,  of  Kane,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  5.  Elizabeth,  who  is  now  deceased.  6.  Ade¬ 
line,  also  deceased.  7.  Byron  Epephras,  of  this 
review. 

In  the  public  schools  and  at  commercial  college, 
Byron  E.  Smith  received  his  early  education,  though 
he  is  largely  self-educated,  having  pursued  through¬ 
out  life  the  studies  with  which  he  was  unable  to 
go  on  in  his  school  days,  and  having  supplemented 
his  book  learning  with  keen  observation  of  men  and 
character.  His  powers  for  analysis  of  men  are  such 
that  they  have  aided  him  definitely  in  the  formula¬ 
tion  of  his  own  ideas  and  his  philosophy  of  life, 
the  soundness  of  which  is  daily  manifest  in  his  rela¬ 
tionships  with  his  fellowmen  in  St.  Marys. 

When  he  first  came  to  this  community,  Mr.  Smith 
became  engaged  in  the  mercantile  field.  That  was  in 
1901.  He  had  been  similarly  employed  in  Cameron 
County  before  his  advent  to  this  place.  Here  he 
entered  the  services  of  Hall,  Kaul  and  Hyde,  who 
operated  a  large  department  store  in  St.  Marys; 
and  with  this  company,  he  served  as  office  manager 
and  assistant  manager  over  a  period  of  twenty-six 
years,  until,  in  1928,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
his  town.  In  this  capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve 
since  then;  and  his  labors  in  this  field,  as  in  the 
commercial  world,  have  been  of  such  character  as 
to  win  for  him  loyal  supporters  and  friends  at  every 
turn. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
leader  in  local  fraternal,  social  and  civic  life.  He 
belongs  to  both  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Protestant 
Church.  In  all  his  activities  and  affiliations,  he  has 
regularly  proven  his  abilities  and  talents  by  careful 
attention  to  his  duties,  as  well  as  by  his  record  of 
achievement,  which  has  been  one  of  excellence  in  his 
every  endeavor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  both  keenly  interested 
in  local  affairs  of  St.  Marys,  and  eager  to  support 
every  worth  while  undertaking  for  civic  betterment. 
Mrs.  Smith,  whom  he  married  on  August  11,  1887, 
was  formerly  Carrie  V.  Derr,  a  native  of  Elk 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Amelia  (Morey)  Derr,  both  deceased.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  have  been  four  children:  1.  Audrey  L. 
2.  G.  Katrine.  3.  Derr  B.  4.  Marthadel,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Frederick  W.  Ellsworth,  of  St.  Marys, 
Pennsylvania. 


HAZARD  ALEXANDER  MURRAY— It  is  an 

interesting  side-light  upon  the  personality  of  Hazard 
Alexander  Murray,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Clearfield, 
Pennsylvania,  that  in  the  many  tributes  paid  his 
character  upon  his  death,  May  11,  1929,  everyone 
placed  emphasis  upon  his  gift  for  friendship.  He  was 
a  most  likeable  man,  brilliant  of  mind,  keen  of  wit, 
an  excellent  raconteur,  great-hearted  and  kind;  he 
made  friends  easily  and  kept  them  always,  and  every¬ 
one  felt  enriched  by  his  friendship.  He  was  an  out¬ 
standing  lawyer,  to  whom  the  law  was  a  profession 
rather  than  a  business.  None  questioned  his  integrity 
or  ability.  He  would  stoop  to  none  of  the  subter¬ 
fuges  which  are  the  curse  of  the  legal  profession; 
his  case  exhaustively  prepared  was  permitted  Jo 
stand  upon  its  own  feet.  That  he  won  as  a  trial 
lawyer  more  often  than  he  lost  was  due  to  the  com¬ 
prehensiveness  of  his  survey  of  the  subject  in  litiga¬ 


tion,  and  the  clarity  and  dignity  of  its  presentation. 
Thoroughness  of  preparation  and  honesty  of  purpose 
were  watch-words. 

Mr.  Murray  was  the  only  son  of  Thomas  and 
Jennie  (Reighard)  Murray,  born  at  Clearfield,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  November  21,  1877.  After  his  graduation 
from  the  Clearfield  High  School,  he  entered  Lafay¬ 
ette  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  and 
then  went  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  holding  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  registered  as  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  Murray  and  Smith  on  No¬ 
vember  23,  1896.  Admitted  to  the  bar  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  law  as  an  individual  until 
January  1,  1904,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Murray  and  O’Laughlin,  composed  of 
his  father,  the  late  Thomas  H.  Murray,  who  died 
November  8,  1916,  and  his  brother-in-law  James  P. 
O’Laughlin.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1917, 
since  which  time  Hazard  Alexander  Murray  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  without  associates.  “As  a  law¬ 
yer”  to  quote  a  colleague,  Walter  Welch,  “he  was 
respectful  to  the  court,  courteous  to  his  colleagues 
and  opponents,  persuasive  before  the  jury,  and  tena¬ 
cious  in  holding  out  for  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
rights  of  his  clients.  He  was  blessed  with  a  keen 
legal  mind,  and  whether  before  the  court,  or  in 
private  conversation,  he  took  pains  to  exhaust  his  line 
of  argument  on  the  particular  subject.  During  his 
thirty  years  as  a  member  of  the  bar,  as  a  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Murray  and  O’Laughlin  and  while 
practicing  alone,  he  was  identified  with  the  important 
litigation  growing  out  of  the  numerous  railroad  inter¬ 
ests  represented  by  him  and  his  firm.  In  his  deal¬ 
ings  with  members  of  the  profession  he  was  courte¬ 
ous  and  dependable.”  It  would  serve  no  worthy  end 
to  recite  here  the  triumphs  of  Mr.  Murray  as  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  Pennsylvania,  the  New  York  Central,  the 
Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  and  other  railway 
companies  and  industrial  corporations.  He  was  espe¬ 
cially  able  in  his  presentation  of  “fire  damage”  cases, 
and  is  credited  with  being  largely  instrumental  in 
implanting  in  the  minds  of  those  conducting  railroad 
affairs  the  modern  idea  of  forest  conservation.  This 
was  attributed  to  Mr.  Murray’s  love  of  the  out-of- 
doors,  to  his  knowledge  and  love  of  woodcraft,  and 
to  his  general  and  genuine  sportsmanship.  In  this 
connection  in  may  be  recalled  that  his  chief  form 
of  recreation  was  hunting,  fishing  and  camp  life  in 
the  forests  of  his  own  State  and  Canada.  He  was 
a  member  of  several  hunting  and  fishing  clubs,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Yank-Canuck  Club 
— the  term  in  itself  explanatory — the  membership  of 
which  was  confined  exclusively  to  Lafayette  Col¬ 
lege  men  from  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Hazard  A.  Murray  was  but  slightly  interested  in 
politics  beyond  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a 
voter.  In  1923  he  was  persuaded  to  become  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  judgeship  nomination  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket,  and  demonstrated  his  acquaintance  and 
friendships  in  the  county,  by  losing  the  nomination 
by  less  than  one  hundred  votes.  A  worthy  citizen, 
he  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and 
did  much  for  the  betterment  of  conditions  in  Clear¬ 
field.  A  lifelong  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  as  were  his  parents,  he  filled  many  posi¬ 
tions  of  honor  and  responsibility  in  the  local  organ¬ 
ization,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Trinity  Church,  and  as  superintendent  and  a 
teacher  of  the  Bible  class  in  the  Sunday  school.  Mr. 
Murray  was  greatly  interested  in  young  men,  and 
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profoundly  influenced  for  good  the  careers  of  many. 
In  a  genuine  but  unostentatious  manner  he  was  a 
benefactor  of  his  community  and  his  people;  his 
sympathies  were  with  the  less  fortunate  and  his  help 
came  readily,  if  modestly  to  those  folk  or  organiza¬ 
tions  which  needed  it.  He  was  a  loving  husband  and 
father  who  found  his  greatest  happiness  in  his  home. 

The  death  of  Hazard  Alexander  Murray,  on  May 
11,  1929,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  sorrow  to  all 
honored  by  his  friendship,  or  associated  with  him  in 
his  profession,  and  his  passing  was  deeply  regretted 
by  the  county  in  which  he  had  lived  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  fifty-two  years.  He  was  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Bessie  Bigler,  a  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
mund  A.  and  Bertha  W.  Bigler,  the  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Milton  K.  Foster  on 
August  16,  1904;  and  his  only  son,  Thomas  H.  Mur¬ 
ray,  and  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Jane  Murray, 
all  of  Clearfield.  “By  the  death  of  Hazard  A.  Mur¬ 
ray  the  world  has  lost  a  good  man,  the  Nation  and 
the  State  a  patriotic  citizen,  the  community  a  useful 
member,  and  this  bar  a  lawyer  of  clear  mind,  high 
purpose  and  pleasing  personality.”  This  was  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  paid  him  in  the  memorial  prepared 
by  the  Clearfield  County  Bar  Association. 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK  GEISER  — Well 

known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  industrial  cir¬ 
cles  of  Zelienople,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  had 
been  resident  for  many  years,  William  Frederick 
Geiser  was  active  in  civic  affairs  and  the  fraternal 
and  political  life  of  the  city.  He  was  a  native  of 
Beaver  County,  born  December  10,  i860,  at  Camp 
Run,  son  of  John  and  Katherine  Geiser  who  had 
come  from  Germany  to  make  their  home  in  the 
United  States.  He  spent  his  early  years  on  a  farm, 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Beaver  and  But¬ 
ler  counties.  While  still  a  lad  he  began  to  make 
his  own  livelihood,  first  as  a  farmer  and  then  as  a 
carpenter,  in  the  latter  trade  serving  a  full  appren¬ 
ticeship  and  learning  it  well.  He  plied  his  trade  in 
the  oil  fields  of  the  Harmony-Zelienople  district,  and 
also  was  a  railroad  carpenter  for  some  years.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century  he  went  with 
the  Iron  City  Sanitary  Company,  where  for  thirty 
and  more  years  he  was  one  of  its  most  dependable 
employees.  He  was  a  recognized  specialist;  knew 
how  to  plan  and  design.  His  knowledge  of  the  needs 
of  his  department  were  not  surpassed  by  anyone  and 
his  counsel  was  always  sought  before  supplies  were 
purchased.  He  saved  money  for  the  company,  as  he 
saved  it  for  himself. 

In  fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Geiser  played  prominent 
roles,  being  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  was  a  Past  Noble 
Grand;  the  Knights  of  Pythias;  and  the  Wild  Life 
League.  Politics  had  interested  him  since  the  time 
he  cast  his  first  vote.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  allegiance.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  city  council,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  game  warden.  Mr.  Geiser  was  at  one  time 
a  member  of  Company  B,  noth  Regiment,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  National  Guards.  His  religious  faith  was 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a  trustee  in  the  Zelienople  organization. 

On  September  6,  1888,  at  New  Brighton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania',  Mr.  Geiser  married  Matilda  Shontz,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Shontz.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Geiser  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Maude,  now 
Mrs.  George  E.  Criswell. 

William  Frederick  Geiser  died  December  19,  1931. 


His  exemplary  character  and  the  usefulness  of  his 
life  was  an  inspiration  and  help  to  all  who  knew  him. 


BERNARD  G.  ERSKINE — In  both  business  and 
civic  life,  Bernard  G.  Erskine  has  contributed  use¬ 
fully  to  the  community  of  Emporium,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  lives;  and  here  he  is  not  only  president 
of  the  Hygrade  Sylvania  Corporation,  but  also  is 
active  in  the  public  service  as  associate  judge  of 
Cameron  County.  The  corporation  of  which  he  is 
the  executive  head  is  the  largest  licensed  manu¬ 
facturer,  at  the  time  of  writing  (1932),  of  radi<7 
tubes  and  incandescent  lamps  in  the  United  States 

Mr.  Erskine  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on 
September  1,  1883.  His  parents  were  William  R.  and 
Ellen  (Hasty)  Erskine,  both  natives  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  His  father,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
left  his  native  land;  and,  coming  to  the  New  World, 
settled  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  was  a  mechanical 
engineer  by  profession;  and  both  he  and  his  wife, 
Bernard  G.  Erskine’s  mother,  are  now  deceased. 
They  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
Bernard  G.  Erskine  was  the  third.  He  is  also  the 
only  member  of  his  family  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  his 
native  city,  he  received  his  early  education;  and  in 
1911  he  was  graduated  from  high  school.  An  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  by  profession,  he  also  took  up  con¬ 
tracting,  gradually  increasing  the  scope  of  his  activ¬ 
ities  until  he  came,  in  1902,  to  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  There  he  remained  for  only  one  year,  how¬ 
ever,  being  moved  onward  to  Emporium,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  is  now  president  of  the  Hygrade 
Sylvania  Corporation. 

No  account  of  Mr.  Erskine  and  his  life  would  be 
complete  without  an  accompanying  record  of  this 
important  company  and  its  work.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  the  successor  of  the  Hygrade  Lamp  Company, 
of  Salem,  Massachusetts;  and  the  Sylvania  Products 
Company  and  Nilco  Lamp  Works,  Inc.,  of  Em¬ 
porium,  Pennsylvania.  As  noted  above,  the  company, 
through  this  merger,  is  the  largest  licensed  manu¬ 
facturer  of  radio  tubes  and  incandescent  lamps  in 
the  country.  It  has  factories  situated  in  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  the  former  home  of  the  Hygrade 
Lamp  Company,  and  in  both  St.  Marys  and  Em¬ 
porium,  this  State;  the  space  occupied  by  the  differ¬ 
ent  plants  covering  eight  acres  of  floor  space.  The 
company  is,  furthermore,  noted  for  its  high  quality 
of  products,  both  the  “Hygrade  triangle”  and  the 
“Sylvania  flashing  S”  being  recognized  symbols  of 
quality  on  both  lamps  and  radio  tubes.  The  com¬ 
pany  supplies  also  several  branches  of  the  United 
States  Government,  such  as  the  navy  and  war  depart¬ 
ments,  the  postal  services,  and  public  buildings,  as 
well  as  many  industrial  plants,  office  buildings,  fac¬ 
tories  and  mills.  It  produces  90,000  incandescent 
lamps  and  50,000  radio  tubes  a  day,  and  provides  at 
the  time  of  writing  (1932)  employment  for  2,000 
workers. 

The  corporation  was  formed  on  July  1,  1931,  when 
the  merger  became  effective,  and  the  following  of¬ 
ficers  were  elected:  B.  G.  Erskine,  president;  Ed¬ 
ward  J.  Poor,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors; 
Frank  A.  Poor,  treasurer;  Walter  E.  Poor  and  Guy 
S.  Felt,  vice-presidents;  John  S.  Learoyd,  Jr.,  cleric 
and  secretary;  and  M.  F.  Balcom,  assistant  sec¬ 
retary.  The  directors  are:  E.  J.  Poor,  B.  G.  Erskine, 
F.  A.  Poor,  G.  S.  Felt,  W.  E.  Poor,  J.  P.  Hale,  and 
W.  E.  Erskine.  These  officers  and  directors,  often 
referred  to  as  “skirt-sleeve”  executives,  are  familiar 
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with  every  branch  of  the  great  business  whose  affairs 
they  are  heading  and  directing;  and,  especially  since 
they  are  the  principal  stockholders  in  the  company, 
the  organization  is  assured  of  success  beyond  the 
degree  that  would  be  attainable  with  the  usual  hired 
executives.  They  are  in  direct  control  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  departments;  and  each  of  them  is  talented  in 
his  work. 

Mr.  Erskine  has,  of  course,  been  a  guiding  spirit 
in  the  promotion  of  this  company  and  its  affairs. 
As  a  local  paper  said  of  him  at  the  time  of  the 
company’s  formation,  “B  G.  Erskine  .  .  .  grew  up 
with  the  Nilco  Lamp  Works,  having  joined  it  in 
1906,  when  it  was  the  Novelty  Incandescent  Lamp 
Company.  Many  oldtimers  in  Elk  and  Cameron 
counties  still  refer  to  it  as  the  ‘Novelty,’  though  it 
shed  that  name  many  years  ago.  Plenty  of  hard 
work  and  invincible  faith  in  the  future  brought 
‘B.  G.’  up  the  long  grade  to  the  presidency  of  the 
company.  A  few  years  later  he  organized  and  be¬ 
came  president  of  the  Sylvania  Products  Company, 
manufacturing  radio  tubes,  and  has  since  guided  both 
companies  through  a  career  of  exceptional  success. 
His  vigorous  and  friendly  personality  has  brought 
him  into  prominence  in  radio  circles,  where  he  is 
acknowledged  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  radio  industry.  He  has  recently 
completed  a:  term  as  vice-president  of  the  Radio 
Manufacturers’  Association,  and  has  also  been  a 
director  of  the  association,  as  well  as  chairman  of 
the  Tube  Manufacturers’  Group.” 

Aside  from  his  work  in  the  industrial  world, 
Mr.  Erskine  has  figured  prominently  in  social  and 
civic  life  in  his  community  and  State.  He  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  the  Emporium  Trust  Company. 
Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  several  branches  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  including  the  Con¬ 
sistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and 
the  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
has  been  chosen,  too,  to  serve  in  a  public  position 
of  great  responsibility,  that  of  associate  judge  of 
Cameron  County  and  in  this  capacity  his  labors  have 
been  distinctly  worth  while  to  his  fellowmen,  char¬ 
acterized  always  by  fairness  and  impartiality,  qual¬ 
ities  so  necessary  to  the  handling  of  an  important 
judicial  post.  Indeed,  in  all  his  work  and  all  the 
activities  of  his  varied  career,  these  same  traits, 
denoting  a  fundamental  desire  for  justice,  have  been 
manifest;  and  the  Emporium  community  may  well 
consider  itself  fortunate  in  having  such  a  man  as  one 
of  its  citizens. 

Bernard  G.  Erskine  married,  on  February  22, 
1904,  Jane  Evans,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Wil¬ 
liam  E.,  who  is  acting  at  the  time  of  writing  (1932) 
as  assistant  to  his  father  in  the  business  of  the 
Hygrade  Sylvania  Corporation.  He  is  married  and 
has  three  children:  Maurice,  Orville  and  Bernard, 
2d.  2.  George,  also  associated  with  this  company’s 
plant.  3.  Bernard.  4.  Branson.  5.  Jane.  6.  Henry. 


CHARLES  EDGAR  ANDREWS,  JR.— Sound 
banking  has  for  centuries  been  a  strong  bulwark 
of  the  Nation  and  promoter  of  prosperity  of  the 
integral  units  known  as  the  states,  and  for  more  than 
a  quarter-century  this  profession  has  been  practiced 
on  an  increasing  scale  of  volume  and  importance  by 
Charles  Edgar  Andrews,  Jr.,  president  of  a  number 


of  strong  financial  institutions  in  that  section  of 
Pennsylvania  based  upon  the  town  of  New  Bethle¬ 
hem.  He  is  also  a  director  in  still  another  Keystone 
State  bank,  and  holds  an  executive  office  in  a  large 
West  Virginia  lumber  industry. 

Born  in  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  June  22,  1881,  Charles  Edgar  Andrews, 
Jr.,  is  the  son  of  Firman  L.  and  A.  Blanche  (Craig) 
Andrews.  His  preliminary  and  preparatory  school 
training  led  him  to  Harvard  University,  where 
among  other  studies  he  excelled  in  economics,  in 
which  subject  he  was  given  honorable  mention  with 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  cum  laude  upon 
graduation  in  the  class  of  1904. 

Hardly  a  year  had  elapsed  after  he  left  Harvard 
when  he  was  engaged  in  the  banking  business  in  his 
native  town  of  New  Bethlehem.  His  advance  was 
rapid,  and  recognition  of  his  financial  acumen  and 
executive  ability  was  made  with  his  election  to  the 
office  of  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
New  Bethlehem.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Lincoln 
Investment  Company  of  New  Bethlehem,  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rimersburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  president  of  the  Sligo  National  Bank  at 
Sligo,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  director  of  the  Citizens 
Trust  Company  of  Clarion,  Pennsylvania.  He  serves 
as  vice-president  of  the  Meadow  River  Lumber 
Company,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Rainelle,  West 
Virginia.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member 
of  the  Duquesne  Club  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  Har¬ 
vard  Club  of  New  York.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Andrews  married,  August  13,  1928,  at  New 
York,  Marjorie  Eddinger,  and  they  make  their  home 
in  New  Bethlehem,  where  they  have  many  warm 
friends. 


HUGH  B.  GAULIN — In  the  exacting  profession 
of  court  reporter  in  the  Clearfield  County  courts, 
which  he  followed  for  thirty-eight  years,  Hugh  B. 
Gaulin  won  not  only  the  admiration  of  his  associates 
on  the  bench  and  bar,  but  by  his  civic-minded  spirit 
and  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  Clearfield  was 
held  in  high  esteem  and  affection  by  the  citizens  of 
that  place.  He  was  a  native  of  Clearfield,  born 
July  24,  1864,  son  of  Pierre  A.  and  Mrs.  Gaulin. 
His  preliminary  schooling  was  acquired  in  the  grade 
schools,  and  he  was  graduate  of  the  high  school, 
class  of  1886.  A  lifelong  student,  he  took  up  the 
study  of  stenography  while  still  in  school,  although 
it  was  not  then  a  part  of  the  curriculum,  and 
during  the  later  period,  when  he  was  reading  law, 
he  kept  up  the  practice  in  the  art.  Upon  leaving 
high  school  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  law  offices  of 
Frank  Fielding,  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar, 
and  familiarized  himself  with  legal  phraseology  and 
system.  His  knowledge  of  shorthand  made  him  par¬ 
ticularly  valuable,  and  he  was  advancing  far  and 
fast.  In  1893,  Alexander  Paterson,  court  stenogra¬ 
pher,  resigned,  and  Mr.  Gaulin  was  chosen  his  suc¬ 
cessor  by  Judge  Cyrus  Gordon.  From  that  time 
until  the  week  of  his  death  he  held  this  same  posi¬ 
tion  to  the  very  great  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
His  work  was  highly  important  and  responsible; 
its  strain  upon  mind  and  nerve  exceedingly  great,  but 
he  performed  his  duties  with  an  accuracy  and  per¬ 
fection  which  was  never  questioned,  and  with  a  con¬ 
tinuity  which  illness  or  other  causes  seldom  broke. 
He  held  his  place  not  because  of  politics  or  political 
influence — skill  and  personality  being  of  more  import 
than  political  faith  even  with  the  changes  of  adminis- 
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tration  and  of  individuals.  He  served  uninterruptedly 
through  the  terms  of  Judges  Cyrus  Gordon,  Allison 
O.  Smith,  Singleton  Bell,  and  through  six  years 
under  Judge  A.  R.  Chase.  Perhaps  nothing  so  clearly 
indicates  the  universal  esteem  of  bench  and  bar  than 
his  retention  during  changes  of  administration  when 
there  were  always  applicants  for  his  place  and  politi¬ 
cal  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  to  secure  his  re¬ 
placement.  His  reputation  extended  beyond  the 
bounds  of  Clearfield  and  the  county,  his  services 
frequently  being  sought  by  other  communities  and 
other  courts.  As  one  who  knew  him  well  stated: 
“Visits  to  other  courts  brought  forth  encomiums 
such  as  all  who  knew  him  at  home  lavished  upon 
him.  He  had  the  ideal  temperament  for  a  court 
reporter,  and  was  admired  and  respected  by  bench 
and  bar  for  his  professional  talents,  his  unfailing 
courtesy,  patience  and  helpfulness  and  his  indefatiga¬ 
ble  industry.  Hugh  Gaulin  also  held  a  high  place 
in  the  hearts  of  both  capital  and  labor.  This  was 
attested  over  many  years  by  his  employment  as 
official  reporter  for  the  arbitrations  which  took  place 
from  time  to  time  between  coal  operators  and  coal 
miners.  It  was  further  shown  by  his  retention  from 
year  to  year  in  a  like  capacity  for  the  conventions 
of  District  No.  2  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
when  the  organization  was  active  in  this  region.” 

Mr.  Gaulin  died  February  1,  1930,  at  his  home  on 
South  Second  Street,  Clearfield.  His  passing  was 
deeply  regretted  by  the  court  he  had  served,  and  the 
community  in  which  he  had  lived  all  his  life.  He 
had  been  a  useful  citizen  who  had  contributed  gen¬ 
erously  to  the  betterment  of  Clearfield.  The  high 
regard  in  which  he  was  held  was  emphasized  by 
the  closing  of  all  courthouse  offices  upon  the  day  of 
his  funeral,  and  by  the  tributes  paid  by  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  at  that  time.  The  Clearfield  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  represented  at  the  church  and  prepared 
a  resolution  reciting  his  virtues.  To  that  inner  circle 
of  intimates  and  relatives,  his  loss  was  irreparable. 
A  good  man  and  true,  generous,  kind  and  lovable, 
Mr.  Gaulin  influenced  the  destinies  of  folk  and  place 
in  ways  which  never  can  be  obliterated.  He  was  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  widow  and  six  children:  Mrs.  F.  Cor¬ 
tez  Bell,  of  Clearfield;  Richard  Gaulin,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Mrs.  William  Ammerman  of  Akron, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Foster  Mitcheltree  of  Ansonia,  Con¬ 
necticut;  and  Hugh  and  Louis  Gaulin  at  home. 

The  world  has  too  few  men  like  Hugh  B.  Gaulin  to 
spare  any  one  of  them.  When  such  a  one  passes,  a 
void  is  left  which  can  never  be  filled. 


HARVEY  EVANS  SEATON— The  Seaton  fam¬ 
ily  have  been  prominent  in  the  life  and  affairs  of 
Mercer  County  and  of  Zelienople,  Pennsylvania,  for 
several  generations.  Arthur  Seaton,  and  his  son 
Harvey  Evans  Seaton,  of  whom  this  is  primarily 
a  review,  were  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  business  as  partners.  The  father  was  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Zelienople  and  noted 
for  his  active  interest  in  civic  affairs. 

Harvey  Evans  Seaton  was  born  near  Polk,  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  district  and  Grove  City  Col¬ 
lege,  of  which  he  was  a  graduate.  After  school 
days  were  over  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  hardwood  lumbering,  operating  as  partners  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  Seaton  &  Son.  They  owned 
sawmills,  dry  kilns,  planing  and  moulding  mills,  and 
turned  out  a  variety  of  hardwood  products.  The 
offices  of  the  company  were  located  at  Zelienople 


where  the  firm  did  a  large  wholesale  and  retail  busi¬ 
ness.  In  later  years  the  mills  were  disposed  of,  but 
the  sales  end  of  hardwoods  was  kept  up,  and  with 
the  diminishing  supply  of  this  type  of  lumber  became 
increasingly  valuable. 

Mr.  Seaton  throughout  his  life  was  an  active  patri¬ 
otic  citizen  who  devoted  much  time  to  the  duties  and 
privileges  of  citizenship.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he 
stood  high  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  was  fore¬ 
most  in  its  campaigns.  Public  honors  came  to  him; 
he  served  several  terms  as  chief  burgess  and  as  a 
city  councilman.  It  was  during  his  regime  in  office 
that  the  move  for  better  paving  of  the  streets  started 
and  was  carried  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Mr. 
Seaton  was  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  as  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
No.  429,  and  was  a  Knight  Templar  and  Shriner, 
and  a  member  of  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry  up  to 
and  including  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  No. 
11,  of  Pittsburgh.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  January  1,  1885,  at  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania, 
Harvey  Evans  Seaton  married  Hattie  J.  Pierson, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Esther  Pearson,  her  father 
a  farmer  at  Grove  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaton  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  William  M.  Seaton, 
now  (1932)  serving  as  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Zelienople.  He  is  married  and  the  father  of 
five  children.  2.  Gyla  Fern,  now  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Prince.  3.  Dr.  Paul  E.  Seaton.  4.  Mrs.  Hattie  Jane 
Covert.  5.  Marion  E.  Seaton,  living  at  home  with 
her  mother. 

Harvey  Evans  Seaton  died  at  his  home  in  Zelien¬ 
ople  January  22,  1910.  His  passing  was  mourned 
as  the  loss  of  an  important  citizen,  a  loyal  friend 
and  a  man  beloved  for  his  exemplary  character  and 
life. 


JAMES  MADOLE  WILLSON— Founder  of  the 
business  today  known  as  J.  M.  Willson  and  Sons,  of 
Sharon,  Mercer  County,  James  Madole  Willson  so 
began  what  was  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  furniture  houses  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  He  started  operations  as  a  manufacturer  of 
furniture,  but  very  soon  afterward,  in  1846,  estab¬ 
lished  the  retail  business  that  has  since  continued 
under  different  managements,  but  always  in  the  fam¬ 
ily,  and  always  at  the  same  site  in  East  State  Street, 
Sharon.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Willson  was 
the  oldest  business  man  in  town,  and  one  who  was 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  here  and  wherever  he 
was  known.  His  qualities  of  industry,  integrity  and 
desire  to  serve  his  community  with  the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  effectiveness  were  manifest  in  his  personal  rela¬ 
tionships  and  in  the  character  of  the  Willson  firm 
and  its  dealings;  and  his  memory  is  a  cherished  pos¬ 
session  to  all  who  knew  him,  as  is  his  record  in  the 
annals  of  Sharon  affairs. 

Mr.  Willson  was  born  in  Brookfield  Township, 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  on  August  7,  1820,  son  of 
James  V.  Willson,  a  native  of  Ligonier  Valley, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  grandson 
of  Colonel  Samuel  Willson,  an  officer  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  line  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  The  grandfather  and  father  of  James  M.  Will- 
son  early  removed  to  Washington  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  and  James  V.  Willson,  growing  to  maturity 
there,  later  went  to  Beaver  County,  this  State,  there 
learning  the  trade  of  wheelwright  with  Thomas  Ken- 
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nedy,  of  Brady’s  Run.  There  he  married  Jane  Ken¬ 
nedy,  a  sister  of  his  employer;  and  in  1806  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Brookfield  Township,  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  afterward  joined  by  his  parents, 
Colonel  Samuel  and  Jane  (Vance)  Willson,  both  of 
whom  lived  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  with  him.  He 
served  under  Harrison  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  now  deceased. 
In  1834  the  family  removed  to  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1842.  She  was  a  staunch 
Presbyterian.  After  her  passing,  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days  among  his  children,  dying  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  James  M.  Willson,  in  January,  1865, 
aged  eighty-one  years. 

This  son,  James  M.  Willson,  of  whom  this  is 
primarily  a  record,  grew  to  manhood  in  Ohio,  com¬ 
ing  in  the  fall  of  1842  to  Hartstown,  Pennsylvania', 
where  he  learned  the  furniture  business  with  his 
brother,  Samuel  Willson.  In  February,  1845,  he 
settled  in  Sharon,  where,  in  partnership  with  Joseph 
Partridge  and  William  Logan,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Willson,  Logan  and  Partridge,  he  became  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  furniture.  They  had  quarters 
on  North  Main  Street.  But  in  1846,  Mr.  Willson 
opened  a  retail  store  on  the  site  of  the  present  build¬ 
ing  on  East  State  Street,  opposite  Vine  Avenue, 
where,  despite  changes  that  have  been  made  now  and 
then  in  the  firm,  the  business  has  continued  down  to 
the  present  time.  In  1886,  Mr.  Willson  erected  the 
commodious  building  that  is  still  used  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  his  furniture  business  on  a  plot  of 
ground  purchased  from  the  late  Lafayette  Budd  for 
$200.  This  was  the  first  building  erected  in  Sharon 
on  the  south  side  of  State  Street,  between  the  old 
Erie  Canal  and  the  Shenango  River;  and  the  Will- 
son  store  and  furniture  storage  house  have  since 
occupied  this  identical  spot,  which  is  most  centrally 
situated  and  is  in  itself  a  testimony  to  the  good 
judgment  of  the  purchaser.  The  Willson  store  is  the 
oldest  and  largest  retail  business  in  Mercer  County; 
and  when  the  founder  passed  from  this  life,  his  chil¬ 
dren  carried  it  on  under  the  name  of  J.  M.  Willson 
and  Sons. 

In  addition  to  his  labors  as  a  commercial  leader, 
Mr.  Willson  was  prominent  in  political,  civic  and 
social  life.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Sharon 
Borough  Council  in  the  days  before  the  city  charter 
was  secured,  was  a  school  director,  and  was,  like 
his  wife,  a  Presbyterian.  Strongly  anti-slavery  in  his 
leanings,  he  was  one  of  the  original  men  to  oppose 
openly  and  unflinchingly  what  he  considered  a  tre¬ 
mendous  social  evil.  He  became  a  Republican  when 
that  party  came  into  power  after  the  Civil  War;  and 
in  his  later  years  was  a  Prohibitionist. 

James  M.  Willson  married,  on  December  4,  1849, 
Mary  Quinby,  born  April  8,  1829,  died  October  17, 
1903,  daughter  of  Samuel  Quinby,  whose  father  was 
a  pioneer  in  Sharon.  Of  that  marriage  nine  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  of  whom  six  survived  at  the  time  of 
his  passing:  1.  Anna,  widow  of  Edwin  D.  Eccles. 
2.  John  R.  3.  Clarence  A.  4.  Olive  M.,  wife  of 
Robert  A.  Hannah.  5.  Herbert  M.  6.  Mary  T. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Willson  occurred  on  January  24, 
1899,  and  was  a  cause  of  great  and  profound  sorrow 
among  his  fellow-citizens.  For  he  had  richly  con¬ 
tributed,  in  the  very  early  days  of  Sharon,  to  the 
development  and  growth  of  the  community,  and  had 
been  responsible  for  the  establishment  of  the  policies 
under  which  one  of  that  community’s  leading  busi¬ 
ness  enterprises  became  a  permanent  institution,  now 
rapidly  approaching  the  century  mark  of  age.  He 
was  to  be  fortunate  in  having  children  and  grand¬ 


children  who  could  carry  on  his  work  in  the  manner 
of  the  founder;  yet  the  good  fortune  was  chiefly  that 
of  the  community,  which  has  been  the  chief  gainer 
by  their  labors. 


JOHN  RANKIN  WILLSON,  SR.— For  many 

years,  John  Rankin  Willson,  Sr.,  was  a  business 
leader  in  Sharon,  Mercer  County,  where  he  headed 
the  firm  of  J.  M.  Willson  and  Sons,  carrying  on  the 
work  of  his  father,  James  M.  Willson,  the  founder 
of  the  enterprise  and  one  of  the  pioneer  men  of  this 
place.  The  Willson  family  has  long  been  prominent 
in  Mercer  County,  where  their  store  is  the  oldest 
retail  establishment  today  in  existence;  and  John  R. 
Willson,  in  his  life,  carried  on  their  fine  tradition  of 
service,  performing  works  of  distinction  and  winning 
the  esteem  and  affection  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Straightforwardness  and  conservatism  have  from  the 
beginning  characterized  the  business  house  that  has 
grown  up  under  their  direction,  and  that  made  such 
spirited  strides  under  his  personal  leadership;  and  the 
influence  of  any  such  enterprise  upon  its  neighbors 
and  upon  the  minds  of  the  general  public  must  with¬ 
out  question  or  doubt  be  a  wholesome  one. 

Mr.  Willson  was  born  at  Sharon,  on  October  3, 
1852,  in  the  old  family  home  in  Sharpsville  Street, 
son  of  James  M.  and  Mary  (Quinby)  Willson,  of 
record  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Both  his  father  and 
mother  came  of  pioneer  families,  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  James  V.  Willson,  having  been  a  native  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  pater¬ 
nal  great-grandfather,  Colonel  Samuel  Willson,  an 
officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  Samuel 
Quinby;  and  both  the  Willsons  and  the  Quinby s  have 
been  closely  associated  with  the  history  of  commu¬ 
nity,  State  and  Nation. 

After  preliminary  schooling,  John  R.  Willson,  of 
this  review,  studied  at  Mount  Union  College,  where 
he  completed  a  commercial  course.  He  then  became 
connected  with  the  banking  firm  of  Bleakley  and 
Company,  who  occupied  the  present  site  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants’  and  Manufacturers’  Bank.  In  later  years  Mr. 
Willson  became  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the 
McDowell  National  Bank,  in  Sharon.  In  1875  he 
went  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where,  with  C.  H.  Gill- 
man,  he  entered  the  furniture  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Gillman  and  Willson.  In  1890  Mr.  Gillman 
died,  and  in  1892  Mr.  Willson  sold  the  business  be¬ 
cause  of  the  condition  of  his  health  at  the  time. 
The  Youngstown  store  was  situated  in  Federal  Street 
and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  furniture  stores 
in  eastern  Ohio.  Mr.  Willson,  in  his  spare  time,  was 
fond  of  travel,  and  spent  some  time,  after  his  illness, 
in  Carlsbad.  Germany,  in  an  effort  to  recover  his 
health. 

Returning,  then,  to  Sharon,  he  became  once  more 
interested  in  the  old  store,  which  is  today  known  as 
J.  M.  Willson  and  Sons.  He  and  his  brother,  H.  M. 
Willson,  who  survived  him,  built  up  the  business  to 
its  present  extensive  proportions,  so  that  it  is  one  of 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  western  Pennsylvania.  It  is 
also  one  of  the  oldest,  dating  back  to  1845  and  having 
been,  since  1846,  at  its  present  location.  His  father, 
as  recounted  under  separate  heading  in  this  volume, 
erected  the  present  large  building  in  1886;  since  that 
time,  a  four-story  brick  annex  has  been  constructed 
on  Chestnut  Street.  New  departments  have  been 
added  and  old  ones  enlarged,  while  the  general  scope 
of  the  business  has  extended  with  the  years. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  building  up  this  furni¬ 
ture  business,  Mr.  Willson  was  prominent  in  bank- 
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ing  and  in  civic  affairs.  He  was  a  director  and  vice- 
president  of  the  McDowell  National  Bank,  of  Sharon; 
a  director  of  the  Sharon  Foundry  Company;  and  a 
director  of  the  Sharon  Building  and  Loan  Company. 
He  had  been  active  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  too, 
serving  for  many  years  as  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  of  the  First  Church  of  this  denomination 
in  Sharon.  From  time  to  time  he  interested  himself 
in  other  local  projects,  performing  valuable  labors  in 
behalf  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  their  institutions  and 
so  establishing  himself  as  a  community  leader  of 
rare  abilities  and  attainments. 

John  Rankin  Willson  married,  in  1887,  Jean  W. 
Acheson,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  member  of  a 
prominent  Pennsylvania  family  and  sister  of  Edward 
Goodrich  Acheson  (q.  v.),  who  distinguished  himself 
as  a  scientist  in  the  electrochemical  field.  John  Ran¬ 
kin  Willson  and  Jean  W.  (Acheson)  Willson  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Mary  Louise. 
2.  Gretchen  Allison,  wife  of  Charles  G.  Warren.  3. 
John  Rankin  Willson,  Jr.  4.  Edward  Acheson  Will- 
son. 

These  children  survived  Mr.  Willson,  who  died  on 
February  6,  1919,  as  did  also  his  widow,  Jean  W. 
Willson,  two  sisters,  Olive  M.  (Willson)  Hannah  and 
Mary  T.  Willson,  and  a  brother,  Herbert  M.  Will- 
son.  The  passing  of  John  Rankin  Willson  was  a 
cause  of  deep  sorrow  and  regret  in  Sharon  and  in 
the  wide  business  circle  in  which  he  was  known, 
removing  from  this  city  and  State  an  outstanding 
business  leader  and  civic  worker.  He  was  a  substan¬ 
tial  and  honored  citizen,  an  individual  of  sterling 
qualities.  His  influence  was  for  the  best;  and  his 
memory  is  a  constant  source  of  satisfaction  and  joy 
to  many. 


JOHN  RAYMOND  KLEES  —  Conducting  in 
the  Emporium  “Independent,”  a  modern  and  fully 
equipped  weekly  newspaper,  John  Raymond  Klees 
has  been  since  1922  the  sole  owner  and  proprietor 
of  this  publication,  through  the  medium  of  which 
he  has  served  well  his  fellowmen  and  has  advocated 
and  consistently  fought  for  civic  betterment. 

Mr.  Klees  was  born  in  Hughesville,  Pennsylvania, 
a  town  of  Lycoming  County,  on  June  29,  1887,  son 
of  Henry  R.  and  Sarah  (Gordner)  Klees,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Lycoming  County.  His  father  was  first  a 
farmer,  and  later  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  until  he  came  in  1889  to  Emporium, 
where  he  now  makes  his  home.  They  had  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Guy  A.,  of  St.  Marys,  Pennsylvania.  2. 
John  Raymond,  of  this  review.  3.  Philip  P.,  of 
Emporium.  4.  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Francis  Cutler,  of  Dunkirk,  New  York. 

In  the  public  and  high  schools,  in  Emporium,  John 
Raymond  Klees,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record, 
received  his  early  education;  and  then,  in  May,  1902, 
finishing  his  formal  studies,  he  took  up  newspaper 
printing  as  his  life’s  work.  In  1915  he  bought  a 
half  interest  in  the  “Independent,”  of  Emporium,  and 
so  continued  until,  in  1922,  he  purchased  the  whole 
plant,  equipment  and  business.  The  paper  is  an 
old  one,  its  genealogy  going  back  to  1866,  the  year 
of  the  founding  of  the  “Cameron  County  Press”  by 
C.  B.  Gould,  a  member  of  the  Jay  Gould  family, 
and  to  the  founding,  a  year  later,  by  S.  S.  Hackett, 
of  the  “Independent.”  These  papers  have  grown  into 
the  present  day  “Independent,”  which  is  a  weekly 
paper,  as  noted  above,  thoroughly  equipped  as  to 
linotype  machines,  presses  and  accessories  of  all 
sorts.  Its  circulation  totals  more  than  2,000. 


In  the  person  of  Mr.  Klees,  the  Emporium  com¬ 
munity  has  a  most  public-spirited  newspaper  pro¬ 
prietor,  one  whose  interests  have  by  no  means  been 
confined  to  this  one  field  of  civic  endeavor,  but  who 
has  sought,  through  all  his  relationships,  business  and 
otherwise,  to  improve  conditions  in  this  town  and 
its  environs.  Active  in  a  fraternal  way,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which 
he  is  affiliated  with  Emporium  Lodge  No.  382,  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  227  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Knights 
Templar,  Ridgway  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  and  Jaffa  Temple  at  Altoona  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  For 
service  rendered  through  his  newspaper  publishing 
organization,  too,  Mr.  Klees  was  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  American  Legion,  in  whose  affairs 
he  has  taken  a  lively  interest.  In  all  his  work  and 
all  the  varied  activities  of  his  career,  he  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  performed  services  of  value  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  has  proven  him¬ 
self  thoroughly  public-spirited,  and  loyal  in  the  high¬ 
est  degree  to  the  ideals  and  principles  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 

John  Raymond  Klees  married,  in  March,  1911, 
Perna  M.  Gaskill,  of  Emporium.  To  this  marriage 
there  have  been  born  four  children:  John  Raymond, 
Henry  Gaskill,  James  Philip,  and  Sarah  Elizabeth. 


HIRAM  (HARRY)  REED  CALHOUN— The 

late  Hiram  (Harry)  Reed  Calhoun,  former  district 
attorney  of  Beaver  County  and  ex-solicitor  of  New 
Brighton  Borough,  was  descended  from  Irish  ances¬ 
tors.  The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America 
was  Andrew  Calhoun,  born  in  County  Derry,  Ire¬ 
land,  about  1802,  died  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  had  resided  since  he  was  a  young 
man.  The  line  of  descent  is  through  his  son,  Robert, 
bom  in  Big  Beaver  Township,  Beaver  County,  and 
married  Eliza  Scott.  Their  son,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
was  born  in  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver  County,  in  1835, 
and  died  in  1907.  Having  been  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Old  Brighton,  he  learned  the  tanner’s 
trade.  After  reaching  his  majority,  he  became  prom¬ 
inent  in  public  affairs  and  in  the  Republican  organ¬ 
ization.  He  was  elected  to  the  Beaver  County  Board 
of  Commissioners,  serving  in  that  office  in  1875- 
1876-77.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  John  C.  Calhoun  married  Nancy 
White,  bom  in  1845  in  Fallston,  Beaver  County,  the 
daughter  of  Harvey  and  Eliza  (Robinson)  White, 
both  her  parents  natives  of  the  same  county.  They 
had  five  sons:  1.  Hiram  (Harry)  Reed,  of  whom 
see  further.  2.  Harvey  W.  3.  Edmund.  4.  Robert 
E.  5.  Thomas  S. 

Hiram  (Harry)  Reed  Calhoun,  son  of  John  C. 
and  Nancy  (White)  Calhoun,  was  born  in  New 
Brighton,  Beaver  County,  September  15,  1862,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  borough.  He 
entered  Geneva  College,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Electing  the 
law  for  his  profession,  he  took  up  its  study  in  the 
office  of  J.  R.  Hannah  at  night,  giving  his  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  to  his  employment  with  the  Logan  and 
Strawbridge  Company,  of  New  Brighton.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Thompson 
and  Martin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Beaver 
County  in  1892.  Soon  he  was  ranking  among  the 
leaders  of  the  county  and  building  up  a  large  and 
desirable  practice. 
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The  very  year  after  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  was  appointed  borough  solicitor  of  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  in  1893,  succeeding  the  firm  of  Thompson  and 
Martin,  and  did  creditable  work  in  that  post.  Mean¬ 
while  his  clientage  began  to  increase  in  size  and 
value,  and  his  prominence  and  success  seemed  to  be 
subjects  of  mention  by  about  every  person  of  New 
Brighton  and  also  by  numbers  in  the  county  who 
were  cognizant  of  his  ability.  The  crown  of  his 
political  or  public  career  came  with  his  election  to 
the  office  of  district  attorney  of  Beaver  County  in 
1898.  His  term  was  marked  with  an  efficient  and 
fearless  administration,  and  the  jurisdiction  never 
had  a  more  faithful  chief  law  officer.  After  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  district  attorneyship,  he  devoted  his 
time  to  his  private  practice,  which  he  had  allowed 
to  suffer  somewhat  during  the  time  he  was  in  office. 
He  ever  remained  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. 

A  man  of  financial,  as  well  as  legal,  acumen,  he 
was  a  director  of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  New 
Brighton.  His  fraternal  affiliations  included  Amer¬ 
ican  Lodge,  No.  259,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Gourgas  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and  Pennsylvania 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  religious  affairs 
and  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  New  Brighton,  where  he  was  also  an  in¬ 
fluential  member  of  the  board  of  stewards.  His 
professional  alliance  was  with  the  Beaver  County 
Bar  Association,  in  which  he  had  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  colleagues. 

Hiram  (Harry)  Reed  Calhoun  married,  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1896,  Florence  Dietrick,  born  in  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  daughter  of  Frederick  A.  and  Louisa  Dietrick, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  Beaver  County.  Mrs. 
Calhoun’s  father  was  a  railroad  locomotive  engineer. 
He  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  A,  123d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
being  a  nine  months’  man,  and  participated  in  three 
battles,  and  once  was  wounded. 

Mr.  Calhoun  died  April  24,  1925,  in  his  sixty- 
third  year,  and  his  loss  was  severely  felt  throughout 
New  Brighton  Borough  and  Beaver  County.  Few 
men  of  the  community  had  left  a  more  lasting  im¬ 
pression  for  good  than  this  able  lawyer  and  upright 
citizen.  _ 

WALLACE  E.  NELSEN — Engaged  since  1920 
in  newspaper  work,  Wallace  E.  Nelsen  is  editor  of 
the  “Cameron  County  Press-Independent,”  of  Em¬ 
porium,  where  he  makes  his  home  and  is  one  of  the 
widely  known  citizens.  Under  his  direction,  the 
editorial  policy  of  this  paper  has  been  a  sound  one, 
aimed  toward  the  espousal  and  promotion  of  progres¬ 
sive  enterprises  and  interests;  and  both  his  work  and 
his  pleasing  personality  have  brought  him  a  wide 
degree  of  popularity  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Nelsen  was  born  at  Mount  Jewett,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  on  September  24,  1902.  His  parents,  now 
both  deceased,  were  John  A.  and  Theresa  Nelsen. 
His  father,  coming  to  the  New  World  from  Sweden 
as  a  boy,  settled  in  Mount  Jewett,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  became  an  oil  contractor;  he  died  on  July 
12,  1931,  and  his  wife,  mother  of  the  present  Mr. 
Nelsen,  in  1907.  They  had  four  children:  1.  Alice, 
who  is  the  widow  of  Ray  I.  Moore,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan.  2.  Wallace  E.,  of  further  mention.  3. 
Julia,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  4.  Francis. 

In  the  public  schools,  Wallace  E.  Nelsen  received 
his  early  education;  and  he  was  graduated,  in  1920, 


from  high  school  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  At 
once  he  became  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  to 
which  he  had  always  aspired;  and  since  then  has 
been  accomplishing  work  of  constantly  increasing 
value.  As  editor  of  the  “Cameron  County  Press- 
Independent,”  he  conducts  a  widely  read  editorial 
column  and  carries  out  the  duties  turned  over  to  him 
in  a  most  effective  and  helpful  manner. 

To  his  newspaper  activity  Mr.  Nelsen  has  brought 
his  best  energies  and  has  thoroughly  devoted  him¬ 
self;  and,  aside  from  his  work  in  this  connection,  he 
has  few  other  interests  in  civic  or  social  realms, 
though  he  is  strongly  devoted  to  the  home. 

Wallace  E.  Nelsen  married,  on  June  29,  1929, 
Wava  F.  Dannels,  of  Port  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Nancy  Lee,  born  August 
18,  1931.  _ _ 

JOHN  BALLENTINE,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D., 

retired,  formerly  of  note  as  an  educator  in  the  classi¬ 
cal  languages  and  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  was  born  near  Belfast,  County  Antrim, 
in  Ireland,  May  16,  1848.  Son  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Rainey)  Ballentine,  he  came  of  lines  that  were  old 
in  Ireland;  and  for  several  generations  the  family 
had  been  distinguished  for  its  members  of  note  as 
farmers,  leaders  of  opinion,  and  as  figures  of  their 
civilization  educated  beyond  the  average  of  con¬ 
temporaries.  John  Ballentine,  the  father,  engaged 
for  many  years  as  an  agriculturalist  in  County 
Antrim. 

When  Dr.  Ballentine  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  left  his  native  heath  for  America,  and  in  that 
year,  1864,  took  residence  near  Allentown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where,  for  some  time,  he  worked  in  the  iron 
trades.  Next  he  went  to  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
as  caretaker  of  the  college  buildings  and  as  such, 
inspired  by  his  opportunity  for  learning,  he  worked 
his  way  through  Bucknell  University,  whence,  in 
1872,  he  was  graduated. 

For  a  year  thereafter  Dr.  Ballentine  taught  in  the 
high  school  at  Smithfield,  then  spent  eight  years  as 
an  instructor  at  Keystone  Academy,  leaving  the 
academy  to  accept  a  professorship  in  Greek  at  Col¬ 
gate  Academy,  Hamilton,  New  York,  where  he  spent 
six  years.  In  turn  he  left  Colgate  Academy,  and, 
coming  to  Clarion,  helped  to  form  the  first  cur¬ 
riculum  of  studies  offered  by  the  Clarion  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School.  Until  1920  he  served  as  vice-principal 
of  this  college,  and  concurrently  with  that  responsi¬ 
bility  taught  Latin  and  Greek.  In  1920,  when  he 
resigned  from  his  post  at  the  normal  school,  Dr. 
Ballentine  had  spent  exactly  forty-eight  years  at 
his  profession,  nearly  all  of  that  lengthy  period 
having  been  given  to  education  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
approximately  half  of  it  to  the  normal  institution, 
where  his  name  and  record  will  hold  an  honored 
place  down  the  corridors  of  time. 

Though  in  retirement  after  so  useful  a  career, 
Dr.  Ballentine  has  not  withdrawn  from  the  affairs 
of  an  interesting  life.  Ordained  to  the  ministry,  as 
we  have  indicated  previously,  he  has  consistently 
given  of  his  great  abilities  for  the  causes  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  even  today,  past  the  age  of  four-score 
years,  is  an  occasional  preacher  in  Divine  service. 
Master  of  the  classical  languages  he  is  a  notable 
student  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  inspiration  of  his 
life,  expended  in  education  of  school  and  church, 
has  advantageously  touched  the  lives  of  others.  By 
the  hundreds  who  know  him  as  a  man  and  scholar, 
he  is  universally  revered. 
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Dr.  Ballentine  married  (first),  in  1873,  Harriet  B. 
Gerald,  who  died  in  1885.  Of  this  union  were  born 
three  sons,  two  of  whom  died  as  infants.  The  third, 
Floyd  George  Ballentine,  after  graduating  at  Buck- 
nell,  entered  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  successively  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  Since 
which  time  he  has  taught  in  Bucknell  University, 
and  is  now  head  of  the  department  of  Latin. 

Dr.  Ballentine  married  (second),  July  29,  1886, 
Sarah  Haxworth,  daughter  of  William  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Biery)  Haxworth;  and  of  this  union  were 
born  children:  1.  William  H.,  deceased.  2.  Ruth, 
since  deceased.  3.  Miriam,  wife  of  Merle  Haskel,  of 
Clarion.  4.  Harold,  soldier  in  the  United  States 
Army,  stationed  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  5.  Russell, 
since  deceased.  6.  Catherine,  wife  of  Harry  John¬ 
son,  of  Sidman.  7.  Sarah  Louise,  deceased. 

During  the  many  years  of  his  residence  in  Clarion, 
Dr.  Ballentine  has  participated  constructively  as  a 
civic  worker  for  the  common  welfare.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masons,  and  continues  to  participate  in  the 
affairs  of  the  lodge. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  — The  lives  of  such  men 
as  John  Paul  Jones,  of  Philipsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
teach  lessons  in  cheerfulness,  courage  and  resource, 
that  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  careers  of  the  aver¬ 
age  successful  citizen  whose  road  has  been  made 
easy  and  whom  good  fortune  never  has  ceased  to 
companion.  Mr.  Jones  was  born  December  2,  1856, 
at  Philipsburg,  Centre  County,  the  son  of  Alfred  and 
Rebecca  (Bailey)  Jones.  The  family  was  one  of  the 
best  known  in  the  city  and  county,  being  of  old 
Pennsylvania  stock.  His  father  was  one  of  those 
civic-minded  and  active  citizens  who  throughout  their 
lives  contribute  constantly  to  the  progress  and  bet¬ 
terment  of  their  community.  The  senior  Mr.  Jones 
was  prominent  in  all  the  various  phases  of  municipal 
life,  humanitarian,  commercial,  social  and  political; 
being  one  who  was  often  honored  with  election  to  city 
offices.  He  founded  the  hardware  concern  which  was 
to  be  the  scene  of  his  son’s  career,  John  Paul  Jones, 
for  all  of  his  mature  years. 

John  Paul  Jones  was  educated  in  the  public  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools.  A  sturdy,  lively  lad,  games 
and  athletics  always  had  for  him  great  attraction, 
and  he  was  a  leader  among  the  athletes  of  the  city. 
Baseball,  then  in  its  infancy  in  some  respects,  held 
out  the  greatest  lure,  and  he  became  an  unusually 
good  player,  one  whose  fame  was  more  than  local 
and  whose  services  were  sought  by  various  clubs. 
Local  tradition  credits  him  with  being  the  first  in 
Philipsburg  to  pitch  the  curved  ball,  a  thing  which 
was  as  yet  almost  unknown  in  the  baseball  world. 
While  a  young  man  an  accident  caused  a  spinal 
injury  which  was  to  make  Mr.  Jones  a  semi-invalid 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  laid  aside  the  active  sports, 
gave  up  the  career  which  had  opened  before  him, 
and  devoted  himself  to  business  and  activities  which 
came  within  the  range  of  his  possibilities.  There  was 
no  bemoaning  of  fate;  he  never  desired  or  was  the 
object  of  sympathy.  Clearfield  County  came  to  know 
him  as  a  genial,  interesting  man,  quiet  and  unassum¬ 
ing,  thoroughgoing  in  business,  helpful  in  all  wel¬ 
fare  and  benevolent  projects.  His  friends  were 
many,  his  enemies  few.  As  a  citizen  he  held  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  For  a  great  many  years 
after  his  father’s  death,  Mr.  Jones  managed  the  busi¬ 
ness  which  he  had  established,  in  later  years  in  part¬ 
nership  with  the  late  Jennie  Louise  Andrews.  John 


Paul  Jones  was  an  associate  with  his  father  in  the 
hardware  trade  from  early  manhood. 

Mr.  Jones  entered  into  the  life  of  Philipsburg  along 
many  lines,  although  he  was  of  a  somewhat  retir¬ 
ing  character,  and  inclined  to  home  life  rather  than 
prominence  in  fraternal  and  political  activities.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  a  seeker  of 
office.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  interested  in  its  work. 

On  June  27,  1899,  at  Philipsburg,  he  married  Clara 
May  Homan,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Annie  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Homan,  the  former  of  whom  wras  a  well- 
known  contractor  and  builder;  many  of  the  resi¬ 
dences  in  the  city  were  of  his  construction.  During 
the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  on  the  front  line 
in  a  number  of  battles,  was  severely  wounded  and 
greatly  cherished  his  honorable  discharge  which  came 
to  him  at  the  end  of  his  service.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones 
had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Jane,  a  teacher  of  music 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Peabody  Conservatory  at  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Jones,  on  June  23,  1922, 
came  as  a  great  shock  to  the  community  w’hich  had 
known  him  so  well  and  thought  of  him  with  such 
high  respect  and  honor.  He  was  mourned  as  a  con¬ 
structive  citizen,  a  potent  factor  in  the  development 
of  Philipsburg,  a  worthy  friend  and  a  genuine  bene¬ 
factor. 


JAMES  ANDREW  GLEASON — For  a  period 
of  twenty  years  James  Andrew  Gleason  was  a  leader 
of  the  Clearfield  County  bar,  rising  to  a  position  of 
great  prominence  among  the  members  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  His  career 
was  entirely  self-made.  He  won  success  through  his 
exceptional  ability  and  energy,  but  at  all  times  he 
gave  his  allegiance  to  the  highest  ideals  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  conduct.  He  was  admired  for  his  char¬ 
acter  as  well  as  for  his  achievements  and  will  be 
remembered  with  the  greatest  respect  and  affection 
by  all  those  who  were  privileged  to  know  him. 

^  Mr.  Gleason  was  born  at  Dudley,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  11,  1872,  a  son 
of  Andrew  and  Catherine  Gleason.  When  he  was 
only  a  little  past  two  years  of  age  his  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Houtzdale,  and  from  that  time  onward  his 
life  and  activities  were  to  center  in  Clearfield 
County.  When  he  was  eleven  years  old,  his  father 
died.  His  upbringing  devolved  thereafter  solely  on 
his  mother,  and  his  career  was  in  his  own  hands. 
Family  influences — those  of  his  mother  and  sisters — 
were  an  important  factor  in  moulding  his  character 
and  training  him  to  honorable,  upright  and  virile 
manhood.  Almost  equally  important  was  the  influence 
of  his  college  and  his  teachers  there.  Following 
the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education  he  en¬ 
tered  St.  Vincent’s  College  at  Beatty,  Pennsylvania, 
and  upon  his  graduation  took  up  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  the  late  William  H.  Patterson,  on 
August  29,  1895.  Two  years  later,  on  December 
6,  1897,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Clearfield  County 
bar,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  association  with  his  late  preceptor,  Mr. 
Patterson,  forming  the  firm  of  Patterson  and  Glea¬ 
son.  In  later  years  Mr.  Gleason  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  those  of  the  several 
Federal  courts. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Gleason  remained  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Patterson  and  Gleason,  devoting 
himself  to  the  extensive  practice  which  the  firm 
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enjoyed  throughout  this  county.  In  1906,  however, 
he  entered  independent  practice,  and  on  June  1st  of 
that  year  opened  an  office  in  DuBois,  which  town 
was  always  afterwards  to  be  his  home.  Coming  to 
this  city  in  the  early  years  of  his  mature  manhood, 
he  quickly  won  a  place  in  the  life  of  the  community 
and  rose  to  prominence  at  the  local  bar.  The  de¬ 
mands  on  his  services  steadily  increased  until  his 
powers  were  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  care  for  the 
practice  which  was  his.  He  appeared  in  the  pursuit 
of  duty  in  many  courts  and  always  with  conspicuous 
success.  ‘‘As  a  lawyer/’  to  quote  the  tribute  of  his 
professional  colleagues,  “he  was  able,  persuasive 
and  untiring;  the  interest  of  his  client  was  his  inter¬ 
est  and  in  cases  which  appealed  to  the  tender  side 
of  his  nature,  his  faith  in  the  cause  he  represented 
knew  no  bounds.  He  was  beloved  by  the  bar,  trusted 
by  the  judges  and  highly  regarded  by  the  juries.” 

In  spite  of  the  arduous  nature  of  his  legal  duties, 
Mr.  Gleason  was  deeply  interested  in  all  civic  affairs, 
and  played  an  active  part  in  the  public  life  of  those 
communities  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  burgess  of 
Houtzdale  when  he  had  scarcely  reached  man’s  es¬ 
tate,  and  for  many  years  he  served  as  city  solicitor 
of  DuBois.  From  time  to  time  he  also  held  many 
minor  positions,  usually  of  trust  and  without  profit. 
Mr.  Gleason  was  in  politics  a  strong  Democrat,  sup¬ 
porting  the  principles  of  that  party  through  con¬ 
viction  rather  than  partisanship,  however,  and  rec¬ 
ognizing  no  other  obligation  than  to  work  for  the 
public  interest  as  he  saw  it  rather  than  blindly  fol¬ 
low  any  party  dictates.  He  was  in  religious  faith 
a  sincere  and  devout  Catholic,  contributing  at  all 
times  to  the  advancement  of  the  church’s  work,  but 
never  failing  to  remember  that  even  that  was  not  his 
full  duty.  He  lived  his  religion  in  his  daily  life, 
dealing  charitably  and  in  kindness  with  all  men,  ex¬ 
tending  the  helping  hand  of  friendship  to  all  those 
in  need.  His  generous  spirit  was  known  to  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  His  private  charities  were 
many  and  his  support  of  public  benevolence  unfail¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Gleason  was  a  good  citizen  and  a  loyal 
patriot.  He  met  every  obligation  laid  upon  him  and 
never  failed  in  his  duty  to  the  State  and  to  his 
fellowmen. 

As  a  man  [to  quote  again  the  memorial  tribute  of 
the  Clearfield  Bar  Association]  he  loved  his  fellows 
and  his  instinctive  disposition  was  always  to  enlist  on 
the  side  of  the  weak,  the  assailed  or  the  oppressed. 

Of  great  natural  geniality,  an  extensive  contact  with 
men  and  a  keen  insight  into  their  inborn  traits  coupled 
with  a  love  of  mingling  with  other  men,  an  eloquent 
and  witty  speaker,  his  presence  where  men  congre¬ 
gated  for  counsel  or  relaxation  was  much  desired  and 
he  was  almost  as  well  known  in  the  banquet  hall  or 
the  council  chamber  as  in  the  courts. 

Nature  had  done  much  for  him ;  six  feet  six  inches 
in  stature,  splendidly  proportioned,  handsome  of  face 
and  striking  of  figure,  he  attracted  attention,  and  those 
who  came  to  him  were  held  by  his  ready  wit,  his  elo¬ 
quence  and  geniality,  until  his  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  and  soul  developed  acquaintance  in  friendship 
and  friendship  into  affection. 

He  was  a  charming  companion,  and  whether  in  the 
private  home  or  the  public  resort,  on  the  street  or  the 
office,  among  the  mighty  or  the  lowly,  in  the  hours  of 
joy  or  the  watches  of  sorrow,  he  was  "Jim”  Gleason, 
with  that  rare  humility  he  was  disposed  to  refer  to  his 
successes  as  due  less  to  his  own  efforts  than  to  good 
fortune  or  to  Divine  favor. 

On  June  21,  1904,  James  Andrew  Gleason  married 
Mrs.  Sophie  Gearhart  Hasson.  In  October,  1906  he 
established  his  residence  in  DuBois  and  in  later  years 
occupied  the  beautiful  home  which  he  built  on  a 
slope  overlooking  the  city.  The  spirit  of  true  com¬ 
panionship  and  affection  existing  in  this  family  was 


an  inspiration  to  others  and  a  source  of  the  greatest 
strength  and  helpfulness  to  the  husband  in  his  life’s 
work. 

Mr.  Gleason  died  on  March  30,  1924,  as  the  result 
of  injuries  sustained  in  an  accidental  fall.  He  was 
in  his  fifty-second  year  and  his  death  at  the  height 
of  his  career  brought  the  deepest  sorrow  to  the 
hundreds  of  those  who  knew  and  loved  him.  He  was 
an  ornament  to  his  profession  and  a  friend  without 
a  peer. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Clearfield  County 
Bar  Association  may  fittingly  bring  this  record  to  a 
close: 

Be  it  Resolved:  That  in  the  death  of  our  brother, 
James  Andrew  Gleason,  the  bar  has  lost  one  of  its 
brightest  ornaments,  the  people  a  gifted  advocate,  the 
country  a  patriotic  citizen  and  the  world  a  good  man. 

That  we  commend  to  ourselves  the  thoughtful  con¬ 
sideration  of  his  life,  that  we  may  seek  to  emulate  his 
virtues. 

That  we  extend  to  his  bereaved  family  and  relatives 
the  sincere  expression  of  our  profound  sorrow  at  their 
great  loss,  tempered  with  their  just  pride  in  his  life 
and  deeds. 

That  a  record  of  this  Memorial  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  Court  and  a  certified  copy  thereof  be 
delivered  to  his  family. 


CHARLES  CAMPBELL  STITT— Over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  four  decades  Charles  Campbell  Stitt  was  an 
engineer  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 
and  during  the  most  of  this  time  was  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Blairsville,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  genu¬ 
inely  interested  in  the  progress  and  betterment  of 
his  municipality,  and  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his 
time  and  energies  to  some  of  its  worthy  civic  and 
humanitarian  movements.  He  was  a  native  of  Blairs¬ 
ville,  born  August  1,  1857,  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
Stitt,  the  former  of  whom  was  also  a  railroad  engi¬ 
neer,  and  ran  over  the  same  division  upon  which  his 
son  operated  in  later  years.  The  senior  Mr.  Stitt 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  serving  throughout 
nearly  all  of  the  conflict  and  was  mustered  out  of 
the  ranks  in  1865  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Charles  C.  Stitt  grew  up  in  Blairsville  and  was 
educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  the  place. 
As  a  boy  of  eighteen,  in  1875,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  system  as  a  stone 
mason’s  helper,  working  under  James  Shield..  Be¬ 
cause  of  his  father’s  example,  possibly, .  or  simply 
because  his  natural  qualifications  fitted  him  for  me¬ 
chanical  work,  Mr.  Stitt  soon  became  a’  fireman, 
and  from  1884  to  1925,  was  an  engineer,  being  at 
the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  the 
service  of  the  Pennsylvania  System,  on  the  division 
over  which  he  ran.  It  may  have  been  almost  as  he 
wished,  when  on  September  30,  1925,  he  was  almost 
instantly  killed  when  crushed  between  two  cars  in 
the  local  yard.  He  had  just  recovered,  from  a  six 
months’  illness,  itself  an  evidence  of  his  vitality  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight,  and  was  on  his  way  to  duty 
when  the  very  force  that  he  so  long  had  driven  was 
the  cause  of  his  passing. 

Few  men  were  more  beloved  in  Blairsville,  or  by 
his  fellows  in  his  profession.  He  had  that  gift  of 
good  comradeship  which  won  him  a  multitude  of 
friends.  Generous  to  a  fault  he  was  always  helping 
the  needy  and  those  less  fortunate  in  their  lives. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Stitt  was  affiliated  with  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Railroad  Engineers.  He  gave  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  but  was  not  interested  in 
holding  public  office.  For  a  great  many  years  he 
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attended  the  local  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
interested  in  its  work. 

On  January  29,  1882,  at  Blairsville,  Pennsylvania, 
Charles  Campbell  Stitt  married  Ella  Lattimer, 
daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Lattimer,  who 
for  a  long  time  farmed  near  the  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stitt  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  Howard,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Fern  Wilson,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Richard.  Mrs.  Howard  Stitt  died  in  1917.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Stitt  was  survived  by  his  widow,  son  and 
grandson. 


GUIDO  CARL  LEO  RIEMER,  A.  B.,  A.  M., 

Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. — Long  identified  with  educational 
work,  in  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Riemer  has  served  for 
almost  ten  years  as  president  of  two  Pennsylvania 
State  Teachers  colleges,  first  of  Bloomsburg,  and 
more  recently  of  Clarion.  Much  of  his  work  has 
been  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  future  teachers.  In 
this  particular  field  he  is  regarded  as  an  authority 
and  through  his  work  he  has  exerted  a  strong  in¬ 
fluence  on  educational  matters  in  Pennsylvania. 

Guido  Carl  Leo  Riemer  was  born  near  Weimar, 
Germany,  August  27,  1873,  a  son  of  Karl  and  Agnes 
(Heussler)  Riemer,  both  natives  of  Germany.  With 
his  parents  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1882  and 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  where  his  father  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  until  his  death  in  1894.  Dr. 
Riemer’s  mother  is  now  a  resident  of  Norwood, 
Massachusetts,  where  two  of  her  other  children  also 
reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karl  Riemer  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  1.  Annie,  who  married  David 
Lynch  of  New  Hampshire.  2.  Guido  Carl  Leo,  of 
whom  further.  3.  Dr.  H.  B.  C.  Riemer,  a  physician 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  4.  Amelia,  who  married 
G.  A.  Stuntzner,  of  Norwood,  Massachusetts.  Dr. 
Riemer  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  attended  the  Clarion  State  Teachers 
College  during  1889-92  and  after  that  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity,  during  1892-95.  He  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  1895  and  received  from  it  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  in  1896.  He  pursued  graduate  work  at 
Harvard  University,  1899-1901,  and  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1900.  During  1903-05  he 
studied  in  Germany  at  the  universities  of  Berlin  and 
Leipzig,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
from  the  University  of  Leipzig  in  1905.  In  addition 
to  the  two  years  which  Mr.  Riemer  spent  at  the 
universities  of  Leipzig  and  Berlin,  he  studied  in 
Paris  during  the  summers  of  1896  and  1897  and  in 
Germany  during  the  summers  of  1898  and  1900.  Still 
later  he  continued  his  studies  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City,  where  he  attended  the  summer 
sessions  of  1920,  1921  and  1927.  In  1926  Bucknell 
University,  Dr.  Riemer’s  alma  mater,  conferred  upon 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in 
recognition  of  his  eminent  services  to  the  cause  of 
education. 

Immediately  following  his  graduation  from  Buck¬ 
nell  University,  in  1895,  Dr.  Riemer  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  faculty  of  this  institution,  continuing  this 
connection  until  1899,  during  which  period  he  served 
as  an  instructor.  He  held  a  similar  position  at  Har¬ 
vard  University  during  1899-1901  and  then  returned 
to  Bucknell  University  as  a  professor.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  capacity  at  Bucknell  University  until 
1903,  and,  upon  his  return  from  abroad  in  1905  after 
he  had  secured  his  doctor’s  degree,  he  resumed  his 
educational  activities  at  Bucknell,  where  he  remained 
until  1918.  During  this  period  he  also  served  as  a 


member  of  the  faculty  of  New  York  University  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  session  of  1910,  holding  the  rank  of 
professor.  From  1918  until  1923  Dr.  Riemer  was  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Public 
Instruction.  Appointed  principal  of  Bloomsburg 
State  Teachers  College  in  1923,  he  served  in  that 
capacity  until  1927.  The  following  year  he  spent 
in  New  England,  visiting  normal  schools  and  col¬ 
leges.  In  July,  1928,  he  was  appointed  president  of 
Clarion  State  Teachers  College,  in  which  capacity 
he  has  continued  with  outstanding  success.  Mr. 
Riemer  is  a  member  of  the  following  associations  or 
organizations:  National  Education  Association;  De¬ 
partment  of  Superintendents  of  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association;  Pennsylvania  State  Education  As¬ 
sociation;  American  Association  of  Teachers  Col¬ 
leges;  Phi  Delta  Kappa;  Phi  Sigma  Pi;  Pi  Gamma 
Mu;  Phi  Gamma  Delta;  Kiwanis  International,  of 
which  he  was  president  during  1931  and  1932;  Com¬ 
munity  Club  of  Clarion.  For  several  years  Mr. 
Riemer  has  been  interested  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Clarion- 
Venango  County  Council  and  is  chairman  of  train¬ 
ing.  In  addition  to  many  articles  on  education  which 
have  appeared  in  periodicals,  Dr.  Riemer  is  the 
author  of  the  following  books:  “Die  Adjektiva  bei 
Wolfram  von  Eschenbach”  (1906);  “Woerterbuch 
und  Reimverzeichnis  zu  dem  Armen  Heinrich  Hart¬ 
manns  von  Aue”  (1912).  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
church  at  Clarion. 

Mr.  Riemer  married,  December  23,  1901,  Mary 
Grier  Youngman,  a  native  of  Danville,  Montour 
County.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Riemer  were  the  parents 
of  six  children:  1.  Karl,  now  an  attorney  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia.  2.  Grier,  a  landscape 
architect  of  Brownsville,  Texas.  3.  Hugo,  engaged 
in  the  study  of  law  at  Columbia  University,  New 
York  City,  of  the  class  of  1932.  4.  George,  who 
died  on  February  7,  1927,  as  the  result  of  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident.  5.  Isabel,  living  at  home  with  her 
parents,  of  the  class  of  1933.  6.  John,  likewise  living 
at  home,  of  the  class  of  1934. 


^  ALBERT  G.  BREHM— Editor  of  the  “Elk 
County  Gazette,”  Albert  G.  Brehm  has  had  a  career 
filled  with  variety  and  accomplishment  and  as  a  news¬ 
paperman  has  contributed  materially  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Elk  County  and  the  city  of  St.  Marys,  center 
of  his  residence  and  of  the  newspaper’s  offices. 

Mr.  Brehm  was  born  in  St.  Marys,  July  28,  1877. 
He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  (Weigel) 
Brehm,  of  whom  the  former  was  a  native  of  Germany. 
The  elder  Mr.  Brehm  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
twelve.  For  many  years  he  engaged  in  St.  Marys  as 
building  contractor,  served  as  a  director  of  the  school 
board  three  terms,  and  at  his  death  his  passing  was 
mourned  as  the  loss  of  a  leading  and  well-loved  citizen. 
Mrs.  Brehm,  nee  Weigel,  died  on  December  5,  1923. 
Her  father,  maternal  grandfather  of  Albert  G.  Brehm, 
was  for  a  lengthy  period  the  only  blacksmith  in  St 
Marys.  George  Weigel,  the  smith,  was  a  man  widely 
respected  and  a  leader  in  political  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  Brehm  family  were  nine  children,  and 
of  these  the  following  survived:  1.  Barbara,  wife  of 
Martin  B.  Dippold,  of  St.  Marys.  2.  John,  of  Ham¬ 
burg,  New  York.  3.  George,  of  St.  Marys.  4. 
Andrew  C.,  St.  Marys.  5.  Theresa,  wife  of  Eugene 
Straub,  St.  Marys.  6.  Albert  G.,  of  whom  further. 
7.  Mary,  wife  of  John  M.  Casperson,  St.  Marys. 

At  the  age  of  twelve,  Albert  G.  Brehm  went  to 


96 


PENNSYLVANIA 


work  in  the  coal  mines,  and  he  followed  this  work, 
off  and  on,  until  the  age  of  thirty-two.  Meanwhile,  at 
seventeen,  while  working  and  completing  his  academic 
education,  which  he  was  obliged  to  procure  as  best  he 
could,  he  began  writing  occasional  articles  of  news 
interest  for  the  newspapers;  he  had  a  gift  for  writing 
news  and  hence,  along  with  his  other  experience,  was 
able  to  train  himself  as  a  professional  scribe.  The 
majority  of  his  articles  were  published  in  the  St. 
Marys  “Daily  Press/'  He  continued  to  be  an  occa¬ 
sional  contributor  to  this  paper  for  ten  years,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  secured  a  place  as  clerk  in  the  post  office  of 
St.  Marys.  This  gave  him  more  leisure  than  his  work 
at  the  mines.  He  resigned  the  clerkship  in  1926,  went 
to  Weedville,  Pennsylvania,  operated  a  restaurant 
there  for  two  years  with  good  fortune,  and  returning 
to  St.  Marys  in  1928  joined  the  Gazette  Publishing 
Company  as  editor  of  the  “Elk  County  Gazette.”  He 
has  occupied  the  editorial  chair  since  that  year.  The 
“Gazette,”  always  a  substantial  publication,  has  pro¬ 
gressed  under  his  direction,  gaining  in  circulation  and 
improving  as  a  money-maker.  Mr.  Brehm,  as  editor, 
is  almost  wholly  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the 
paper.  He  serves  his  community  and  county  well  as 
dispenser  of  news  and  editorial  comment ;  and  as  editor 
wields  an  unusual  share  of  influence,  politically  and 
in  the  field  of  general  affairs,  civic,  economic  and 
social.  In  1931  he  was  writing  the  history  of  Elk 
County,  which  is  now  being  run  in  serial  form  in  the 
“Elk  County  Gazette”  and  later  will  be  published  in 
book  form.  He  is  the  publisher  of  “St.  Marys  Direc¬ 
tory”  and  “Who’s  Who  in  Elk  County.” 

Mr.  Brehm  married  (first),  on  June  5,  1901,  Miss 
Matilda  Berndl,  of  Kersey,  Pennsylvania,  who  died 
May  8,  1916,  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Lena  (Rosen- 
hoffer)  Berndl.  Of  this  union  were  born  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Carl  A.  2.  Bertram  G.  3.  Bernard  M. 
These  three  live  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  4.  Harold  A.,  of 
Ingleside,  Nebraska.  5.  Eleanor,  wife  of  N.  F.  Lam- 
son,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  6.  Theodore  A.  7,  Margaret. 

On  September  15,  1926,  Mr.  Brehm  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Miss  Clara  Sarginger,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Helen  (Roedl)  Sarginger,  both  living  in  St.  Marys. 

The  family  all  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  Mr.  Brehm  supports  liberally  the  charit¬ 
able  programs  of  church  and  other  organizations.  He 
is  a  Republican,  and  as  we  have  said,  holds  a  consider¬ 
able  influence  in  public  life.  His  record  is  one  of 
accomplishment,  of  service  to  his  fellowmen. 

JOHN  ALEXANDER  TURNER— A  native 
and  a  lifelong  resident  of  Mercer  County,  the  late 
John  Alexander  Turner  was  identified  throughout  his 
business  career  with  the  coal  mining  industry  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  Ability,  energy  and  hon¬ 
esty  brought  him  marked  material  success  and  won 
him  an  enviable  reputation  in  business  and  financial 
circles.  He  was  especially  well  and  favorably  known 
in  Grove  City,  where  he  lived  during  the  last  twenty 
years  of  his  life.  Here  his  various  activities  played 
an  important  part  in  the  economic  life  of  the  town, 
the  progress  and  welfare  of  which  always  were 
amongst  his  chief  concerns.  The  general  respect,  lik¬ 
ing  and  confidence  accorded  him  freely  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  were  a  well  deserved  tribute  to  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  his  life  and  to  the  nobility  of  his  character. 

John  Alexander  Turner  was  born  at  Sharon,  Mercer 
County,  April  1,  1867,  a  son  of  the  late  John  L.  and 
Sarah  (Gillespie)  Turner.  His  father  was  a  coal 
mine  owner  and  operator.  Mr.  Turner  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  then  attended 


and  was  graduated  from  Mount  Union  College  at 
Alliance,  Ohio.  After  leaving  college  he  entered  the 
coal  mining  industry  and  for  a  number  of  years  suc¬ 
cessfully  operated  coal  mines  in  Butler  County,  which 
he  owned.  He  also  owned  and  operated  several  other 
coal  mines  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
After  continuing  as  a  coal  mine  operator  for  about 
twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Turner  sold  his  mining  inter¬ 
ests  and,  about  1904,  located  at  Grove  City,  Mercer 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  coal  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness.  In  this  business  he  continued  until  his  death, 
acquiring  also  large  real  estate  holdings  in  Grove 
City,  consisting  mostly  of  valuable  business  property. 
He  built  one  block  on  Broad  Street,  Grove  City,  which 
is  still  one  of  the  best  buildings  of  its  type  in  this 
town.  Though  he  never  sought  or  held  public  office, 
he  was  always  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs  and 
generously  and  energetically  supported  any  movement 
or  enterprise  which  promised  to  further  civic  prog¬ 
ress  and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  community,  its 
people  and  its  institutions.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Grove  City.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  was  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious 
affiliations  were  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  more  particularly  with  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Grove  City. 

Mr.  Turner  married,  in  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  December 
30,  1891,  Bessie  Kinnear,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Rachel  Kinnear.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  became  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Rachel,  a  resident  of 
Bloomsburg.  2.  Lambert,  a  resident  of  Pittsburgh.  3. 
Wallace  W.,  who  also  was  a  resident  of  Pittsburgh 
until  his  death  on  October  29,  1929,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three  years.  4.  Alfred  J.,  who  was  associated 
in  business  with  his  father  at  Grove  City.  5*  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  McCrea,  a  resident  of  Grove  City. 

At  his  office  in  the  Tumer-McKay  Building  on 
Broad  Street,  Grove  City,  John  Alexander  Turner 
died  suddenly  from  heart  failure  on  November  23, 
1928,  Funeral  services  for  Mr.  Turner  were  held  at 
his  late  home  at  No.  408  West  Main  Street,  Grove 
City,  and  were  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  O.  Mead,  D.  D., 
assisted  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Petree,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  Grace 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Grove  City.  They 
were  attended  by  a  large  number  of  Mr.  Turner's 
friends  and  neighbors  and  at  their  conclusion  he  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Woodland  Cemetery. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Turner  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  sixty-one  years  came  as  a  distinct  shock  to  his 
large  circle  of  friends  and,  indeed,  to  the  entire  com¬ 
munity,  the  more  so  because  it  came  so  suddenly.  His 
many  fine  qualities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart  had 
endeared  him  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact, 
while  his  strongly  established  reputation  for  honesty 
and  his  keen  public  spirit  had  made  him  one  of  the 
truly  representative  and  substantial  citizens  of  Grove 
City.  His  passing  away  was  generally  regarded  as  an 
irreparable  loss,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  cher¬ 
ished  by  all  who  knew  him. 

FRANCIS  GURNEY  SMITH,  SR.  — Anyone 

who  has  been  a  resident  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania, 
for  any  length  of  time  can  see  the  influence  of  F. 
Gurney  Smith’s  life  in  almost  any  phase  of  its  activ¬ 
ities.  To  quote  from  one  who  knew  him  well: 

Gurney  Smith  was  undoubtedly  one  of  Clearfield’s 
most  popular  leaders  in  community  life.  Prominent  in 
business,  fraternal,  club,  and  social  circles,  he  exercised 
an  influence  for  amicable  relationships  among  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens  that  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  everybody. 
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He  was  a  man  in  whom  all  organizations  felt  an  im¬ 
plicit  trust  and  to  whom  any  cause  might  be  brought 
with  the  assurance  that  he  would  give  it  his  best 
efforts,  which  meant  that  he  would  contribute  of  his 
worldly  goods,  his  valuable  time,  and  his  sound  coun¬ 
sel  unstintingly. 

He  was  born  on  July  19,  1875,  in  Tyrone,  a  son  of 
Dr.  James  and  Rose  (Reynolds)  Smith,  the  father 
being  a  well  known  and  beloved  physician  of  the  city 
for  many  years.  Educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Tyrone,  he  was  for  a  year  a  student  of  engineering 
at  State  College,  from  which  he  was  appointed  a 
cadet  to  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  at 
West  Point,  New  York.  Upon  his  graduation  from 
West  Point,  in  1896,  he  took  up  the  profession  of 
mining  engineer.  He  made  his  headquarters  at  Clear- 
held,  beginning  in  1897,  and  as  an  engineer  played 
a  prominent  role  in  the  mining  development  of  this 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  several  other  states. 
In  recent  years  he  devoted  his  attention  to  insurance. 
Mr.  Smith  was  successful  in  his  business  and  indus¬ 
trial  career  and  left  behind  him  a  record  of  achieve¬ 
ment  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  proud,  but  of 
which  he  had  little  to  say.  To  him  it  was  of  more 
import  to  be  a  worthy  citizen  than  to  have  gained 
wealth.  His  was  the  character  and  personality  which 
won  admiration  and  inspired  faith.  He  held  many 
offices  in  industrial  and  financial  concerns;  there  were 
few  positions  of  responsibility  in  the  community 
which  were  not  urged  upon  him,  many  of  which  he 
accepted,  shouldering  the  burden  with  the  honor.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  his  political  faith  and  stood  high 
in  the  councils  of  the  party,  although  consistently 
rejecting  political  preferment.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  being  a  past  master  of  the  local  lodge,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Williamsport  Consistory,  and  a  member 
of  all  the  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  At 
one  time  Mr.  Smith  held  the  rank  of  captain  in  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  A  communicant  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  was  also  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  and  active  in  the  work  of  the 
society.  Mr.  Smith  inspired  and  forwarded  the  move¬ 
ment  which  led  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation’s  playground  system,  one  of  the  several  move¬ 
ments  which  he  furthered  which  made  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  community.  To  welfare  work,  to  chari¬ 
table  organizations,  to  the  industrial  and  commercial 
development  of  the  city,  both  as  a  past  president 
and  member  of  the  Rotarians  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  he  contributed  greatly  of  himself  and  of  his 
means.  And  none  but  those  less  fortunate  than  him¬ 
self  who  received  his  help  can  estimate  the  sum 
total  of  his  benefactions. 

On  June  21,  1900,  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Clearfield,  was  the  scene  of  his  marriage  to  Susan 
Cardon,  daughter  of  Frederick  N.  and  Ella  Mary 
Cardon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Gurney  Smith,  Sr.,  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Francis  G.,  Jr.,  Nathan 
R.,  Janet,  and  Elizabeth. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Smith,  on  December  16, 
1931,  came  as  a  great  shock  to  the  community  and  the 
family  to  which  he  was  devoted.  How  greatly  Clear¬ 
field  mourned  his  passing  as  one  of  their  most  es¬ 
teemed  professional  men,  an  important  citizen,  and 
a  beloved  friend,  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
tribute,  which  appeared  in  the  weekly  letter  sent  to 
Rotarians  by  R.  D.  Hyde,  secretary  of  the  Clearfield 
Rotary  Club: 


One  Solitary  Life. 

Here  is  a  man  who  was  born  in  an  obscure  village, 
the  child  of  a  peasant  woman.  He  worked  in  a  car¬ 
penter  shop  until  He  was  thirty,  and  then  for  three 
years  He  was  an  itinerant  preacher.  He  never  owned 
a  home.  He  never  had  a  family.  He  never  went  to 
college.  He  never  put  His  foot  inside  a  big  city.  He 
never  traveled  two  hundred  miles  from  the  place  where 
He  was  born.  He  never  did  one  of  the  things  that 
usually  accompany  greatness.  He  had  no  credentials 
but  Himself. 

While  still  a  young  man,  the  tide  of  public  opinion 
turned  against  Him.  His  friends  ran  away.  One  of 
them  denied  Him.  He  was  turned  over  to  His  enemies. 
He  went  through  the  mockery  of  a  trial.  He  was  nailed 
upon  a  cross  between  two  thieves.  His  executioners 
gambled  for  the  only  piece  of  property  He  had  on 
earth  while  He  was  dying,  and  that  was  His  coat. 
When  He  was  dead,  He  was  taken  down  and  laid  in  a 
borrowed  grave  through  the  pity  of  a  friend. 

Nineteen  wide  centuries  have  come  and  gone,  and 
today  He  is  the  centerpiece  of  the  human  race  and  the 
leader  of  the  column  of  progress. 

I  am  far  within  the  mark  when  I  say  that  all  the 
armies  that  ever  marched,  and  all  the  navies  that  ever 
were  built,  and  all  the  parliaments  that  ever  sat,  and 
all  the  kings  that  ever  reigned,  put  together,  have  not 
affected  the  life  of  man  upon  this  earth  as  has  that 
One  Solitary  Life  ! 

I  find  that  I  am  utterly  unable  to  adequately  express 
my  feelings  in  the  shock,  the  sorrow,  and  the  keen 
sense  of  loss  which  came  to  me  at  the  death  of  our 
good  ^riend  and  brother,  F.  Gurney  Smith.  Contact 
with  Gurney  always  inspired  within  me  the  desire  to 
be  a  better  citizen  and  Rotarian.  Time  may  in  some 
degree  dull  the  sense  of  sadness  but  it  shall  never  dim 
the  influence  of  his  character. 

JOSEPH  EUGENE  JACKSON  — Head  of  a 
film  of  coal  operators,  president  of  a  bank  which 
he  organized,  and  holding  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Elk 
County,  Joseph  Eugene  Jackson,  of  St.  Marys,  may 
properly  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  busily  oc¬ 
cupied  of  men  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Jackson  was  born  in  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  Jan¬ 
uary  14,  1865.  His  parents  were  Salyer  and  Theresa 
(McGillicuddy)  Jackson,  the  father  a  native  of 
Maine,  came  to  Elk  County  in  1864,  and  for  many 
years  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  died  in 
1921.  The  mother,  born  in  Ireland,  died  in  1886. 
In  their  family  were  three  children:  1.  Jennie,  mar¬ 
ried  Frank  Wilmarth,  of  Philadelphia,  her  husband 
having  since  died.  2.  Joseph  E.,  of  this  review.  3. 
Nellie,  died  in  1929. 

After  attending  public  schools  at  Ridgway,  Joseph 
E.  Jackson  entered  St.  Vincent’s  College  at  Latrobe, 
from  which  he  went  to  Bucknell  University,  where 
he  completed  his  education.  His  first  business  asso¬ 
ciation  was  with  the  tannery  store  at  Arroyo,  where 
he  was  employed  about  four  years.  Thence  he  went 
to  St.  Marys,  where  he  was  connected  with  mer¬ 
cantile  lines  for  four  years.  His  next  position  was 
as  manager  of  a  merchandising  business  at  Shawmut. 
Elk  County,  which  he  filled  for  sixteen  years.  In 
1900  he  removed  to  St.  Marys,  having  accepted  the 
managership  of  the  Hall,  Kaul  and  Hyde  store, 
where  he  remained  for  seven  years.  In  1908  he 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business,  which  he 
conducted  until  Prohibition  went  into  effect.  His 
next  business  move  was  to  organize  the  Jackson- 
Harrigan  Coal  Mining  and  Jobbing  Company  at  St. 
Marys,  through  which  he  has  since  carried  on  as 
an  operator,  trading  also  as  a  broker.  In  1922  he 
organized  the  Weedville  State  Bank,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  institution.  Mr.  Jackson  is  also 
president  of  the  St.  Marys  Savings  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  of  the  Community  Loan  Association,  and 
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vice-president  of  the  Andrew  Kaul  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Mr.  Jackson’s  political  career  began  with  election 
to  the  city  council,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member 
for  twenty-five  years,  being  president  of  that  body 
throughout  that  period.  On  January  i,  1927,  he  was 
installed  sheriff  of  Elk  County.  Having  filled  the 
office  in  a  most  acceptable  manner  for  the  term 
expiring  in  1931,  he  was  elected  in  November,  1931, 
recorder  of  deeds  of  Elk  County.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is  a  communicant  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at 
St.  Marys. 

^  Mr.  Jackson  married  (first),  in  August,  1894, 
Edith  Hanlon,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons:  Joseph 
Francis  and  George,  the  latter  a  resident  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Mrs.  Jackson  and  the  son  Joseph  Francis 
were  killed  in  an  automobile  accident,  October  21, 
1910.  Mr.  Jackson  married  (second),  November  26, 
1912,  Emma  Hanhauser,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Mary  Rita,  Edith  Emma  and  John  Eugene. 

PETER  McCOLLOUGH — For  many  years  en¬ 
gaged  extensively  in  the  oil  producing  industry  of 
Pennsylvania,  Peter  McCollough  was  recognized  as 
one  of  Butler  County’s  substantial  citizens  and  res¬ 
idents.  A  native  son  of  this  county  and  a  member 
of  one  of  its  old  and  well-established  families,  he 
was  highly  esteemed  and  respected  for  his  achieve¬ 
ments  in  business  and  industry;  but  he  was  held  in 
the  high  personal  regard  of  many  because  of  his 
delightful  personal  qualities  and  his  marvelous 
strength  of  character.  Kindly  and  generous,  sym¬ 
pathetic  and  understanding,  combining  with  his  other 
traits  a  remarkable  sense  of  humor  that  tempered 
the  more  serious  aspects  of  his  nature,  he  was  broad 
in  his  attitudes  and  far-visioned  in  his  ideals  for 
city,  county,  State,  Nation  and  fellowman.  His  ca¬ 
reer  was  eminently  useful,  his  life  beautifully  lived, 
his  death  a  cause  of  sincere  sorrow  and  regret. 

Mr.  McCollough  was  born  in  Fairview  Township, 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  April  10,  1835,  son 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Rumbaugh)  McCollough. 
The  McColloughs  established  themselves  in  Butler 
County  at  an  early  period  in  American  history,  the 
founder  of  the  line  having  been  Captain  John  Mc¬ 
Collough,  a  Virginian  by  birth,  who  gained  his  mili¬ 
tary  rank  through  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
was  the  grandfather  of  Peter  McCollough  and  the 
father  of  William  McCollough.  William  McCollough 
was  born  in  Fairview  Township,  Butler  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life;  he  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Rumbaugh,  who  was  born  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  They  had  ten  children:  Polly, 
Phoebe,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  John,  David,  Henry, 
Peter,  William  and  Samuel. 

Peter  McCollough,  the  eighth  of  those  listed  above, 
was  reared  amid  the  finest  of  surroundings,  his  par¬ 
ents  having  been  worthy  people,  respected  and  loved 
throughout  their  long  and  useful  lives.  In  the  town¬ 
ship  schools,  Peter,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
received  his  early  education,  studying  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  began  to 
assist  his  father  on  the  home  farm,  of  which  he 
took  full  possession  after  his  marriage  in  1856. 
Continuing  to  operate  this  property,  raising  grain 
and  stock,  he  also  developed  oil;  for  the  land  con¬ 
tained  valuable  producing  wells.  Three  wells  are 
productive  at  the  time  of  writing  (1932)  on  this 
property. 


Then,  in  1898,  he  purchased  the  property  that  he 
continued  to  own  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  at  Chicora, 
Pennsylvania,  whither  he  removed  in  the  same  year. 
He  became  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  of 
the  place,  though  he  by  no  means  confined  his  efforts 
and  activities  to  business.  For  few  men  were  more 
interested  than  Mr.  McCollough  in  the  promotion  of 
the  civic  and  social  welfare  of  their  community.  He 
lent  his  influence  always  to  all  public-spirited  proj¬ 
ects,  supporting  those  measures  which  he  believed 
would  benefit  the  whole  community  rather  than 
isolated  groups  within  its  boundaries. 

He  was  prominent,  too,  in  such  groups  as  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  was  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber.  His  church  was  the  English  Lutheran,  with 
which  he  was  affiliated  at  Chicora.  He  was  espe¬ 
cially  interested  in  the  educational  advancement  of 
his  district  of  Butler  County,  and  served  his  com¬ 
munity  faithfully  and  effectively  as  school  director 
and  treasurer  of  the  Chicora  School  Board.  Never 
in  any  sense  was  he,  keenly  as  he  was  interested  in 
promoting  the  public  well-being,  a  seeker  after  pub¬ 
lic  office,  however;  and  his  unwillingness  to  push 
himself  forward  into  the  limelight  of  general  atten¬ 
tion  was  manifest  in  action  when  he  declined  the  office 
of  road  supervisor  after  having  been  duly  elected  by 
the  people  of  his  constituency.  In  all  his  activities, 
he  was  eager  to  advance  the  welfare  of  Chicora  and 
of  his  county;  and  his  labors  brought  him  the  very 
high  regard  and  the  thorough  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens  in  all  walks  of  life. 

He  was  chiefly  devoted  to  the  home,  however,  and 
to  the  family  and  friends  whom  he  dearly  loved. 
Peter  McCollough  married  (first),  in  1856,  Anna 
Daubenspeck,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
Daubenspeck,  of  Washington  Township;  she  died  on 
March  11,  1897.  There  were,  by  that  marriage,  the 
following  children:  1.  Catherine,  who  was  born  on 
August  8,  1857,  and  died  on  February  23,  1861.  2. 
Emma,  now  deceased,  who  was  born  on  October  30, 
1858,  and  became  the  wife  of  Ross  McDermott.  3. 
Henry  C.,  who  was  born  on  November  7,  i860; 
he  married  Mary  Miller,  and  they,  with  their  one 
child,  make  their  home  in  Butler.  4.  Newton  C., 
born  December  28,  1863,  died  in  1925,  married  Millie 
Sherman;  they  lived  in  Butler,  and  had  three  chil¬ 
dren:  N.  C.,  Elizabeth,  and  Marguerite.  5.  Euphe- 
mia,  born  August  6,  1865,  who  became  the  wife 
of  John  Steindorf;  they  make  their  home  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  have  two  children.  6.  Clara  M.,  born  on 
November  6,  1869,  married  Finley  Milford;  they  live 
at  Butler,  and  have  five  children.  7.  Jacob  W.,  born 
October  5,  1872,  married  Clara  Craig;  they  live  in 
East  Butler,  and  have  four  children:  8.  Jessie  O., 
born  June  4,  1879,  now  deceased,  who  became  the 
wife  of  George  Glenn;  they  resided  in  Michigan, 
and  had  three  children. 

Peter  McCollough  married  (second),  on  June  6, 
1900,  Martha  Emery,  of  Washington  Township, 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  born  there 
October  4,  1858,  daughter  of  Robert  Nelson  and 
Sarah  J.  Emery.  Her  father  was  a  man  of  high 
standing  and  excellent  education,  himself  an  educa¬ 
tor  of  the  youth  and  a  man  keenly  interested  in 
bringing  out  the  best  in  the  generations  of  the 
future.  His  wonderful  accumulation  of  knowledge, 
combined  with  his  native  intellectual  gifts  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  high  principles,  marked  him  as  a  man  among 
men,  and  one  well  fitted  for  the  work  that  he  per¬ 
formed  in  preparing  others  for  the  problems  of  life 
that  they  were  to  encounter.  He  was  also  a  veteran 
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of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  served  as  a  private 
throughout  the  last  year  of  the  conflict.  He  was 
widely  read  in  history,  literature,  science  and  reli¬ 
gion;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  prac¬ 
tically  no  subject  with  which  he  was  not  familiar. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCollough  had  one  child,  born  May 
3,  1901,  died  the  same  day. 

The  death  of  Peter  McCollough,  on  January  20, 
1918,  removed  from  Chicora  a  most  substantial  citi¬ 
zen  and  useful  man.  Mrs.  McCollough,  soon  after¬ 
ward,  disposed  of  his  extensive  oil  interests,  though 
she  has  continued  to  reside  in  Chicora.  His  many 
friends  remember  Mr.  McCollough  as  a  man  of 
versatility  and  breadth  of  outlook,  as  thoroughly 
public-spirited  and  worthy,  as  a  delightful  comrade 
and  true  friend;  and  his  memory  will  be  a  source  of 
joy  and  inspiration  to  them  for  years  yet  to  come. 


CAPTAIN  ROBERT  WILSON  DINSMORE 

— One  of  the  pioneers  of  Pennsylvania’s  oil  industry, 
the  late  Captain  Robert  Wilson  Dinsmore  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens 
of  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County.  To  a  great 
extent  it  was  due  to  his  enterprise  that  the  oil,  coal 
and  natural  gas  resources  of  this  section  were  de¬ 
veloped  into  important  industries.  Through  this 
work,  as  well  as  in  many  other  ways,  he  did  much 
to  further  civic  progress  and  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  community,  its  people  and  its  institutions. 
His  fellow-citizens  showed  him  their  approval  and 
appreciation  by  giving  him  their  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence.  A  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  Captain  Dins¬ 
more  continued  to  be  deeply  interested  throughout 
his  life  in  the  welfare  of  his  former  comrades-in- 
arms.  His  service  in  this  conflict  was  characteristic 
of  him,  for  he  was  always  deeply  patriotic  and  truly 
public-spirited. 

Robert  Wilson  Dinsmore  was  born  at  Petersburg, 
Huntingdon  bounty,  May  15,  1839,  a  son  of  the  late 
Robert  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Dinsmore.  He  was  of 
Scotch  descent,  his  grandparents  having  come  to 
this  country  from  Scotland  late  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  His  father,  born  in  1805,  was  an  early  mer¬ 
chant  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  came  to  western  Pennsylvania.  He  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  near  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County, 
where  he  also  operated  a  store.  There  he  resided 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  he  had  valu¬ 
able  interests  in  Jefferson  County  as  well,  owning 
and  conducting  a  sawmill  on  the  Big  Run  stream, 
near  Big  Run.  He  died  on  his  farm  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  By  his  marriage  to  Mary  John¬ 
son,  of  Huntingdon  County,  Robert  Dinsmore  had 
seven  children:  Marion  J.;  Robert  W.;  Ann  E.; 
Mary  J.;  Joseph;  Thomas  J.;  and  Dr.  Winfield 
Scott,  a  physician  at  Sharpsburg.  Thomas  J.  Dins¬ 
more  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil 
War  and  was  wounded  by  a  shot  at  New  Hope 
Church,  Georgia,  June  30,  1863. 

Captain  Dinsmore  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Armstrong  County  and  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  region.  As 
a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  he  began  teaching  school 
and  was  so  engaged  for  two  terms.  On  September 
11,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  War 
and  became  first  sergeant  of  Company  K,  78th  Regi¬ 
ment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  being  sub¬ 
sequently  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of  that  com¬ 
pany,  November  17,  1862.  He  served  over  three 
years,  being  on  active  duty  all  the  time  until  he 


received  his  honorable  discharge,  November  14,  1864. 
He  then  took  a  commercial  course  in  the  Iron  City 
College,  at  Pittsburgh,  and  upon  its  completion  went 
to  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
oil  business  for  the  next  ten  years.  In  June,  1875, 
he  removed  to  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County, 
locating  on  the  property  in  that  borough  which  he 
occupied  until  his  death.  Mr.  Dinsmore  assumed  the 
duties  of  assistant  and  cashier  in  the  old  Mahoning 
Bank  at  Punxsutawney  soon  after  his  arrival  here 
and  held  the  position  with  marked  success  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.  He  resigned  to  become 
Deputy  United  States  Internal  Revenue  Collector  dur¬ 
ing  President  Harrison’s  administration.  He  was 
assigned  to  the  Ninth  Division,  Twenty-third  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  filled  the  office  for  four  years  with  satis¬ 
faction  to  all  concerned.  During  the  ten  years  fol¬ 
lowing  Mr.  Dinsmore  was  occupied  in  leasing  and 
taking  up  lands  in  this  section  and  in  drilling  for  oil. 
Through  his  investigations  the  discovery  of  natural 
gas  and  coal  in  large  quantities  in  the  vicinity  of 
Punxsutawney  revealed  new  resources  in  this  local¬ 
ity,  which  was  greatly  stimulated  by  his  investments 
and  development  work.  Thus  he  was  directly  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  construction  of  two  railroad  lines,  the 
Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Central.  Eventually  he  gave  up  these  inter¬ 
ests,  retiring  to  private  life  when  he  sold  his  hold¬ 
ings,  which  had  become  very  valuable  under  his 
careful,  judicious  management.  However,  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  look  after  his  ten-acre  tract  of  land  at 
Punxsutawney,  where  he  made  his  home,  farming 
and  gardening.  He  was  a  member  and  a  past  com¬ 
mander  of  E.  H.  Little  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic;  a  past  officer  of  the  Union  Veteran  Legion; 
and  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  672,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  From  the  time  of  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote,  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  he 
never  wavered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

Captain  Dinsmore  married  Sarah  Jane  Heasley,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Heasley,  of  Franklin, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  1.  Jessie 
F.,  the  wife  of  Alfred  C.  Allison,  of  Punxsutawney. 
2.  Harry  W.,  employed  as  an  electrician  in  Punxsu¬ 
tawney.  3.  Walter  S.,  a  merchant  in  Punxsutawney. 
4.  Howard  L.  5.  John  U.  and  6.  Arthur,  in  business 
at  Patton,  Pennsylvania.  7-  Clifford  C.,  a  merchant 
at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  8.  Grace  G.,  the  wife  of 
Walter  M.  Frease,  of  Punxsutawney.  9.  C.  Howe, 
a  Baptist  minister,  now  stationed  at  Reedsburg, 
Wisconsin.  10.  Gertrude  R.,  a  public  school  teacher 
in  Punxsutawney.  The  seven  sons  of  the  family  all 
voted  for  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

At  his  home  on  East  Mahoning  Street,  Punxsu¬ 
tawney,  Captain  Robert  Wilson  Dinsmore  died  after 
a  prolonged  illness  on  December  3,  I9T9-  Funeral 
services  for  Captain  Dinsmore  were  held  at  his  late 
home  and  were  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Clark, 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Punxsutawney. 

Though  his  death  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years  was  not  unexpected  and  had  to  be  regarded 
as  the  natural  conclusion  of  an  exceptionally  long 
life,  it  caused  nevertheless  widespread  and  deep 
regret  throughout  the  town,  of  which  he  had  been 
such  a  useful  citizen  for  more  than  one  half  of  his 
life.  His  family  received  many  expressions  of  sym¬ 
pathy  at  his  passing  away  and  of  appreciation  of 
his  life,  character  and  achievements.  Similar  senti- 
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ments  were  also  expressed  in  the  local  newspapers, 
one  of  which  published  the  following  touching  trib¬ 
ute  paid  to  Captain  Dinsmore  by  another  Civil  War 
veteran,  H.  H.  Bengough,  of  Pittsburgh,  who  had 
served  under  Captain  Dinsmore  as  a  corporal  in 
the  company  commanded  by  the  latter. 

In  the  death  of  Captain  Robert  Wilson  Dinsmore 
this  community  has  lost  a  useful  Christian  citizen,  and 
this  Commonwealth  a  high  minded  and  honorable  gen¬ 
tleman,  a  representative  of  that  type  and  character  of 
manhood  which  has  made  our  country  great. 

Captain  Dinsmore  was  a  brave  soldier  and  capable 
officer,  calm  and  cool  in  battle,  ever  more  concerned 
about  the  men  under  his  command  than  about  shielding 
his  own  life.  A  strict  disciplinarian,  the  members  of 
his  command  were  held  to  a  close  observance  of  army 
regulations,  but  when  he  was  forced  to  assert  and 
exercise  his  official  authority  over  any  of  those  violat¬ 
ing  the  official  orders,  his  heart  was  of  such  tender 
mould  that  punishment  of  offenders  was  always  ex¬ 
tremely  light. 

Thus  it  was  that  when  our  service  ended  and  he 
returned  to  his  home,  he  carried  with  him  the  unques¬ 
tioned  fraternal  love  of  the  surviving  members  of  his 
command  and  their  unswerving  love,  like  none  other, 
born  out  of  the  privations  of  camp  life,  the  hardships 
of  the  march  and  the  dangers  incident  to  battles. 

During  his  lifetime  he  zealously  kept  in  touch  with 
his  “boys,”  as  he  affectionately  termed  them,  and  apart 
from  his  splendid  record  as  a  soldier,  we,  of  his  com¬ 
mand,  knew  him  to  be  a  faithful  husband  and  devoted 
father,  characteristics  which  largely  go  to  make  up  a 
good,  true  citizen,  which  he  was  in  truth.  “May  his 
tribe  increase”  is  the  hope  of  one  of  his  “boys”  who 
deplores  the  loss  of  a  near  and  dear  friend. 


AUGUSTUS  Z.  WOLF— There  is  occasion  to 
enquire  sometimes  whether  the  men  of  the  past 
generation  had  something  of  enterprise,  strength  of 
character,  the  ability  to  accept  responsibility  in 
jmuth  and  to  succeed  in  what  was  undertaken,  beyond 
that  of  the  present.  Augustus  Z.  Wolf  was  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man,  even  so  far 
as  his  education  was  concerned.  He  was  born  at 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  April  18,  1862,  the  son  of 
Rev.  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Jones)  Wolf,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  Lutheran  clergyman.  Both  father 
and  mother  died  when  their  son  was  small,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wolf  passing  away  within  two  years  of  his 
birth.  There  was  no  more  wealth  in  the  family 
than  is  usual  of  one  devoted  to  the  Christian  minis¬ 
try,  and  the  boy  was  taken  into  the  home  of  an  aunt 
and  uncle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Rorabach.  In  1874, 
they  all  moved  to  Curwensville,  and  the  ambitious 
lad,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  began  to  seek  work  that 
he  might  be  able  to  contribute  something  to  his  sup¬ 
port.  In  such  fashion  was  a  career  begun  which 
included  a  half  century  of  various  activities  in  which 
success  was  won  and  high  position  attained. 

What  the  schools  had  not  given,  Mr.  Wolf  ac¬ 
quired  for  and  by  himself.  A  voracious  reader, 
a  student  of  many  subjects,  few  men  had  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  being  better  informed.  His  rise  in  the 
respect  of  the  citizens  is  remarkably  brought  out 
by  the  fact  that  when  he  was  of  age  to  cast  his  first 
vote,  the  community  elected  him  mayor  of  Curwens¬ 
ville.  His  was  a  mind  keen  and  wise,  even  as  a 
youth.  He  had  an  instinctive  knowledge  of  values 
and  a  flair  for  trade.  Mercantile  enterprises  inter¬ 
ested  him  greatly,  and  he  became  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  merchants  of  the  place.  Lumber  was  one  of 
the  most  valuable  resources  of  the  region,  so  Mr. 
Wolf  entered  into  the  development  of  these.  The 
coal  industry  occupied  a  great  deal  of  his  attention 
in  later  life.  Like  many  another  industrial  leader,  the 
necessity  of  financing  his  own  enterprises  taught  him 
a  great  deal  about  banking.  At  the  time  of  his 


death,  Mr.  Wolf  was  senior  partner  of  the  Wolf- 
Edmiston  Company;  treasurer  of  the  Wiley  Coal 
Company;  financially  interested  in  a  number  of  other 
coal  and  lumber  companies;  and  a  director  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Curwensville.  It  was  characteristic  of 
Mr.  Wolf  that,  although  he  was  the  organizer  and 
one  of  the  principal  forces  which  made  for  the 
strength  and  growth  of  the  institution,  he  steadily 
refused  to  accept  the  office  of  president  or  even  of 
vice-president.  He  was  one  who  desired  to  create 
and  build  and  then  let  others,  in  whom  he  had  faith, 
take  care  of  what  he  had  created. 

During  the  period  when  the  United  States  was 
making  its  supreme  effort  to  carry  on  its  part  in 
the  World  War,  and  coal  came  to  be  of  the  high¬ 
est  importance  in  the  maintenance  of  its  program, 
quite  naturally  Mr.  Wolf  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  a  capacity  which  he  could  best  fill.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  coal  commission,  he  not  only  helped  to 
increase  largely  the  supply  of  this  valuable  com¬ 
modity,  but  did  what  was  possible  to  conserve  its 
use.  He  was  the  inspiration  and  the  worker  behind 
many  of  the  “drives”  which  were  instituted  for  the 
support  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  other  humanitarian 
philanthropies.  His  election  to  the  mayorship  of 
Curwensville,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  may  be  taken 
as  a  side  light  upon  his  life  as  a  civic-minded  citi¬ 
zen  who  was  always  ready  to  further  any  movement 
which  looked  to  the  progress  and  betterment  of  his 
community.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  For  more  than 
thirty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  one  of  the  board  of  stewards.  No  man 
was  more  generous,  and  few  so  unostentatious  in  his 
giving. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Wolf  married  Effie  Arnold,  third 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Arnold  of  Curwens¬ 
ville.  Mr.  Arnold  was  well  known  for  his  activities 
in  the  lumber  industry,  and  his  half-century  con¬ 
nection  with  the  National  Bank  of  Curwensville, 
nearly  all  of  which  was  spent  in  service  as  the 
cashier.  Few  men  were  better  known  in  the  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  were  the  parents  of  three  daugh¬ 
ters  and  four  sons:  Miss  Mary  Wolf;  Mrs.  L.  G. 
Vaughn,  of  Curwensville;  Mrs.  Thomas  Dearborn, 
of  Manchester;  Mrs.  Francis  Ballard,  of  Jamaica, 
Long  Island.  The  sons  are:  William  C.  Wolf,  of 
DuBois;  A.  Z.  Wolf,  Jr.,  of  Altoona;  and  Robert  P. 
Wolf,  of  Curwensville. 

Augustus  Z.  Wolf  died  after  a  very  short  illness, 
on  April  23,  1927.  One  who  knew  him  well  wrote: 

A.  Z.  Wolf  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Clearfield  County.  He 
spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  Curwensville,  and  for  the 
past  forty-five  years  had  been  a  leading  merchant  and 
financier  in  this  town.  Always  alive  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community,  he  was  active  in  municipal  affairs. 
Not  only  will  his  loss  be  deeply  felt  by  his  wife  and 
children,  to  whom  he  was  a  loving  husband  and  father, 
but  as  an  upright,  forward-looking  citizen,  and  a 
strong  Christian  character,  he  will  long  be  mourned 
by  those  who  knew  him  best  and  were  most  able  to 
appreciate  his  worth. 


WILLIAM  LEADER  SANSOM— For  more 

than  four  decades  Mr.  Sansom  has  been  the  owner 
and  publisher  of  the  Clarion  “Democrat.”  He  is  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  able  newspaper  pub¬ 
lishers  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania  and  one  of 
the  most  representative,  most  substantial  and  most 
useful  citizens  of  Clarion  County.  Through  the 
columns  of  his  newspaper,  as  well  as  in  many 
other  ways,  he  has  done  much  to  further  civic  prog- 
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ress  and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Clarion. 

William  Leader  Sansom  was  born  at  McConnels- 
burg,  Fulton  County,  May  5,  1854,  a  son  of  the  late 
James  B.  and  Sarah  (Leader)  Sansom,  both  natives 
of  Bedford  County  and  both  now  deceased.  His 
father,  who  was  born  September  2,  1826,  and  who 
died  September  2,  1885,  was  a  well-known  newspaper 
editor  and  publisher.  He  founded,  in  1850,  the  Ful¬ 
ton  “Democrat,”  and  also  established,  in  1862,  the 
“Democrat,”  of  Indiana,  Indiana  County.  He  con¬ 
tinued  as  editor  of  the  last-named  newspaper  until 
his  death.  Mr.  Sansom’s  mother  was  born  August  17, 
1836,  and  died  on  June  26,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
B.  Sansom  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  1. 
Franklin,  now  deceased.  2.  William  Leader,  of  whom 
further.  3.  James  B.,  now  deceased.  4.  Daniel  L., 
now  deceased.  5.  Joseph  J.,  now  deceased.  6.  John 
P.,  a  resident  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  7.  Bessie 
Gladys,  the  widow  of  Professor  A.  W.  Wilson. 
Mr.  Sansom  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  After  leaving  school,  he  served  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  at  the  printer’s  trade  for  seven  years.  For 
six  of  these  years  he  was  a  printer’s  apprentice  at 
Indiana,  receiving  in  exchange  for  his  work  his 
board  and  keep.  After  completing  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  Mr.  Sansom  became  a  clerk  in  the  auditor- 
general’s  office  at  Harrisburg,  serving  for  three 
years  under  Justus  J.  F.  Temple  of  Green  County 
and  then  in  the  same  position  for  another  three  years 
under  Justice  William  P.  Shell  of  Bedford  County. 
At  the  end  of  this  period  he  bought  a  half  inter¬ 
est  in  the  Brookville  “Jeffersonian  Democrat,”  which 
newspaper  he  owned  and  operated  in  partnership 
with  John  McMurry  for  ten  years.  In  1890  Mr. 
Sansom  became  the  owner  of  the  Clarion  “Dem¬ 
ocrat,”  which  newspaper  he  has  continued  to  own 
and  publish  ever  since  then.  It  has  a  circulation  of 
2,500  and  its  plant  is  equipped  with  modern  printing 
presses  and  other  up-to-date  machinery.  Under  Mr. 
Sansom’s  ownership  and  management  the  Clarion 
“Democrat,”  has  become  one  of  the  influential  pro¬ 
vincial  newspapers  of  Pennsylvania.  After  coming 
to  Clarion  Mr.  Sansom  became  very  active  in  civic 
affairs  and  served  for  six  years  as  a  city  council¬ 
man.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
school  directors  of  Clarion  for  fifteen  years.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and,  in  1912,  he  was  a  delegate  from  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania  to 
the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Baltimore, 
which  nominated  Woodrow  Wilson  for  President. 
For  many  years  prominently  active  in  Masonic  af¬ 
fairs,  he  is  a  member  of  Clarion  Lodge,  No.  277, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Eden  Chapter,  No.  252, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43. 
of  Oil  City,  Knights  Templar;  and  Coudersport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Clarion  Lodge,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  delegate 
to  the  General  Conference  of  1916,  which  met  at 
Saratoga,  New  York.  For  six  years  he  was  a 
trustee  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
which  is  under  the  Northeastern  Ohio  and  Erie 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Sansom  married,  December  19,  1877,  Mary 
M.  McKee  Moorhead,  a  daughter  of  A.  T.  Moor¬ 
head,  Jr.,  publisher  of  the  Indiana  “Progress.” 
Mrs.  Sansom  died  on  August  23,  1927.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sansom  were  the  parents  of  four  children;  1.  Frank¬ 


lin  Moorhead  Sansom,  now  deceased.  2.  Charles 
Leader  Sansom,  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  Clarion  “Democrat.”  3.  Mary 
M.,  who  married  Rev.  O.  C.  Jones,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Oil  City.  4.  Dorothy  Jeanette,  who  mar¬ 
ried  William  D.  Dotterrer  of  Barrington,  Illinois. 


HON.  JOSEPH  J.  LINGLE— After  having  been 
identified  for  almost  four  decades  with  the  lumber 
industry,  Judge  Lingle,  some  seven  years  ago,  retired 
from  active  business  and  since  then  has  made  his 
home  at  Emporium,  the  county  seat  of  Cameron 
County.  Here  he  is  prominently  active  in  all  worth 
while  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  during  his 
residence  he  has  made  an  exceptionally  large  number 
of  friends. 

Joseph  J.  Lingle  was  born  at  Blanchard,  Center 
County,  November  7,  1857,  a  son  of  John  and  Martha 
M.  (Shaw)  Lingle,  both  natives  of  Center  County. 
His  father,  who  was  for  many  years  a  canal  boat¬ 
man,  died  in  1925  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years,  while  Mr.  Lingle’s  mother  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Lingle  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Hugh,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Joseph  J.,  of  whom 
further.  3.  Linnia  Belle,  the  wife  of  William  West 
of  Clifton  Springs,  Virginia.  4.  Susan,  the  widow 
of  W.  S.  Lucas  of  Camden,  New  Jersey.  Judge 
Lingle  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  Williamsport  Commercial  College,  and  then 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  by  becoming 
a  canal  boatman.  Later  he  served  as  a  river  pilot  on 
the  Susquehanna  River.  After  that  he  was  engaged 
successfully  for  some  time  as  a  logging  contractor. 
In  June,  1888,  he  became  connected  with  the  C.  B. 
Howard  Lumber  Company,  with  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  thirty-six  years  as  wood  superintendent, 
foreman  and  branch  manager.  The  last  eighteen 
years  of  his  long  service  with  one  and  the  same 
company  Judge  Lingle  spent  in  Westboro,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  as  manager  of  the  company’s  branch  in  that  State. 
In  1924  he  retired  from  active  business  and  built 
a  fine  brick  residence  at  Emporium,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home  with  his  wife.  Though  retired  from 
active  business,  Mr.  Lingle  has  retained  some  of  his 
business  interests.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Van 
Etta  Lumber  Company  of  Chicago  and  of  the  West¬ 
boro  Lumber  Company  and  the  Wisconsin  Forest 
Products  Company.  He  is  a  former  president  of 
the  Northern  Hemlock  and  Hardwood  Manufac¬ 
turers  Association  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and  he 
also  served  as  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Medford,  Wisconsin,  while  he  resided  there. 
Since  coming  to  Emporium,  Judge  Lingle  has  in¬ 
terested  himself  in  public  affairs  and  in  January, 
1930,  he  was  elected  Associate  Judge  of  the  Cam¬ 
eron  County  courts  for  six  years.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  which  he  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  Emporium  Lodge,  No.  382,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Emporium  Chapter,  No.  227, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Knapp  Commandery,  No. 
40,  of  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  Knights  Templar; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  is  a  life  member  of  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He  served  as  District  Deputy 
High  Priest  for  eleven  years.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Judge  Lingle  married,  September  29,  1881,  Jose¬ 
phine  B.  Pollock,  a  native  of  Clinton  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (McGee) 
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Pollock.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Lingle  had  two  children: 
i.  A  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Nellie  P., 
who  married  Jacob  King  Van  Etta,  of  Chicago. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Lingle  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  on  September  29,  1931.  With 
them  were  their  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Van  Etta',  and 
Mrs.  Lingle’s  sister,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Miller,  and  her 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  James  Tate  and  Miss  Anna 
Miller;  also  their  old-time  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 
P.  Strayer.  Congratulations  were  received  through¬ 
out  the  day  from  their  numerous  friends. 


JOHN  MARCELLUS  COVEY  — A  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  sheriff  of  Potter  County,  and  a  former 
hotel  proprietor,  the  late  John  Marcellus  Covey,  of 
Coudersport,  was  one  of  the  most  popular,  and  at 
the  same  time  one  of  the  most  useful  citizens  of  the 
community.  Born  in  the  town  of  Triangle,  Broome 
County,  New  York,  November  30,  1844,  Mr.  Covey 
was  two  years  of  age  when  he  was  taken  by  his  par¬ 
ents  on  their  removal  to  Iowa,  in  which  State  they 
both  died  a  year  or  two  after  arrival  at  their  new 
home.  John,  with  his  sister,  now  Mrs.  S.  W.  Baker, 
of  Lymansville,  was  left  in  the  care  of  relatives. 
Within  a  short  time,  John  and  his  sister  returned  to 
Broome  County.  From  1855  to  1861,  he  lived  with  Dan 
Baker  in  Lewisville  and  attended  the  Lewisville 
Academy.  He  was  a  very  apt  student,  and  when  he 
left  the  academy  he  stood  at  the  head  of  his  class, 
and  his  record  was  far  in  advance  of  that  of  any 
student  of  his  age. 

In  1861  he  again  returned  to  Broome  County,  this 
time  to  enlist  for  the  Civil  War,  and  although  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  accepted  for  the  89th 
New  York  Regiment.  This  was  made  possible 
through  the  influence  of  the  colonel  and  other  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  regiment,  which  then  was  being  or¬ 
ganized,  for  all  of  them  had  known  John  since  child¬ 
hood  and  were  eager  to  encourage  his  patriotic  ambi¬ 
tion. 

As  a  private,  Mr.  Covey  served  throughout  the 
war,  receiving  never  a  wound,  which  fact  was  con¬ 
sidered  remarkable  for  the  times,  since  he  par¬ 
ticipated  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was 
engaged.  Among  other  engagements,  he  was  in  action 
at  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Cold  Harbor,  Peters¬ 
burg,  and  Appomattox  Courthouse.  For  part  of  the 
time  he  served  as  orderly  to  the  colonel,  and  later 
was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  different  officers.  He 
was  honorably  discharged,  August  12,  1865,  having 
achieved  a  record  for  bravery  and  efficiency. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Covey  took  up  his 
residence  in  Coudersport,  where  he  opened  the  Baker 
House.  He  filled  the  post  of  deputy  sheriff  for  a 
greater  part  of  the  time  for  the  six  years  prior  to 
1877,  in  which  year  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Potter 
County.  For  the  three  years  just  preceding  his  death, 
he  had  been  landlord  of  the  Nichols  House,  which 
hotel  he  left  in  October,  1886,  owing  to  failing  health. 
Prominent  in  civic  and  fraternal  affairs,  he  was  first 
assistant  foreman  of  the  Coudersport  Hook  and  Lad¬ 
der  Company,  and  affiliated  with  A.  F.  Jones  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  organization 
he  was  commander  for  several  terms;  Eulalia  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  Senior 
Warden;  Trinity  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of 
Bradford;  and  Coudersport  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Honor,  of  which  he  was  a  Past  Dictator. 

Mr.  Covey  married,  in  1870,  Elsie  Ashley,  of 
Upper  Lisle,  New  York.  She  is  now  deceased.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  born  three  children,  one 


of  whom  was  a  son,  James  Garfield  Covey,  whose 
biography  is  to  be  found  below. 

The  death  of  John  Marcellus  Covey  occurred  on 
November  17,  1886,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  to  which  institution  he  had  gone  from 
Coudersport  in  the  hope  of  regaining  something  of 
his  fast  waning  strength.  He  had  been  under  the 
care  of  the  best  physicians,  but  a  complication  of  dis¬ 
eases  baffled  professional  skill.  His  loss  to  Couders¬ 
port  and  the  county  of  Potter  was  that  of  an  active 
citizen,  who  had  been  honored  for  his  many  excellent 
qualities,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a 
large  number  of  friends. 


JAMES  GARFIELD  COVEY— Prominent  in 
Masonic  circles,  in  which  he  had  risen  to  the  thirty- 
third  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  having  been  sec¬ 
retary  of  his  consistory;  and  in  the  clothing  business 
in  which  he  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  James  G. 
Covey  Company,  the  late  James  Garfield  Covey  filled 
a  leading  place  in  the  affairs  of  his  native  Couders¬ 
port,  where  the  family  of  this  name  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  of  the  community. 

Born  in  the  sheriff’s  house  at  the  Potter  County 
Jail,  Coudersport,  December  12,  1879,  James  Gar¬ 
field  Covey  was  a  son  of  the  late  Sheriff  John  Mar¬ 
cellus  Covey  (q.  v.)  and  Elsie  (Ashley)  Covey.  His 
education  received  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  town,  the  son,  James  Garfield,  then  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  enlisted  in  Company  H,  202d  New 
York  Volunteer  Regiment,  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Spanish-American  War  in  1898.  He  was  stationed 
at  Camp  Black,  Long  Island;  Camp  Meade,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  and  Camp  Barrett,  Athens,  Georgia,  prior 
to  sailing  from  Savannah,  Georgia,  for  Cuba.  His 
regiment  was  the  first  of  the  United  States  forces  to 
occupy  Havana,  the  landing  having  been  made  De¬ 
cember  12,  1898.  From  that  city  he  went  with  his 
command  to  Guayamo,  where  they  remained  the 
rest  of  the  winter,  returning  the  following  year  to 
Savannah,  where  he  received  his  honorable  discharge. 
His  spirit  of  patriotism  was  further  exemplified  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  period,  in  which  he  did  effectual 
work  as  a  “Four-Minute”  speaker. 

Before  entering  the  war  with  Spain,  Mr.  Covey 
had  obtained  a  slight  experience  in  business  affairs. 
After  the  war  he  was  employed  by  the  Potter  Gas 
Company  and  had  charge  of  line  construction.  In 
1908  he  and  his  brother,  John  C.  Covey,  formed  the 
firm  of  Covey  Brothers  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
in  clothing  and  men’s  furnishings.  This  arrangement 
was  in  force  for  three  years,  and  in  1911  the  partner¬ 
ship  was  dissolved,  the  business  thereafter  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  James  G.  Covey  alone  under  the  style  of 
the  James  G.  Covey  Company.  He  made  an  outstand¬ 
ing  success  of  this  enterprise,  and  easily  held  his 
place  among  the  leaders  in  the  commercial  activities 
of  the  town. 

Politics  early  enlisted  the  active  interest  of  Mr. 
Covey,  he  having  enrolled  in  the  Republican  party 
on  reaching  his  majority.  He  was  elected  a  commit¬ 
teeman  of  the  Second  Ward,  Coudersport;  later  was 
chosen  secretary  of  the  Republican  County  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Potter  County;  from  which  office  he  resigned 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Com¬ 
mittee;  and  subsequently  was  elected  one  of  Potter 
County’s  delegates  to  a  Republican  State  Convention 
at  Harrisburg.  A  local  newspaper  said  at  the  time 
that  “he  stood  squarely  against  ‘the  machine’  from 
start  to  finish,  coming  home  with  a  clean  record.” 
That  was  in  1911,  and  in  the  following  year  he  was  a 
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candidate  in  a  three-cornered  fight  for  State  Senator 
in  the  Twenty-fifth  Senatorial  District.  He  was  later 
elected  a  member  of  the  Borough  Council  of  Couders- 
port.  Prior  to  1912  he  held  the  office  of  fire  chief 
of  the  Coudersport  department,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Seven-Counties  Firemen’s  Association. 

Mr.  Covey’s  advance  in  the  ranks  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  began  with  his  entry  into  the  Blue  Lodge. 
He  was  a  past  presiding  officer  in  each  of  the  various 
Masonic  bodies,  and  during  the  years  1916-17-18  he 
was  commander-in-chief  of  Coudersport  Consistory. 
In  September,  1921,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
thirty-third  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  was 
director  of  the  work  of  the  Consistory,  and  for  two 
years  just  preceding  his  death  was  secretary  of  the 
Consistory,  having  his  office  in  the  Scottish  Rite 
Cathedral  at  Coudersport.  Almost  at  the  exact  hour 
of  his  death,  he  was  being  elected  Grand  Prior  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Deliberation,  whose 
session  was  being  held  in  Erie,  this  office  being  one 
of  the  highest  in  the  gift  of  the  council.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Coudersport  Rotary 
Club.  His  membership  in  Christ’s  Episcopal  Church 
at  Coudersport,  dated  from  boyhood,  and  for  about 
the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  served  as  a  vestry¬ 
man. 

James  Garfield  Covey  married,  September  15,  1905, 
at  Coudersport,  Katherine  Knox,  born  July  12,  1878, 
the  daughter  of  Franklin  W.  and  Elizabeth  Dickinson 
(Hornby)  Knox,  her  father,  born  in  1823,  died  in 
1887;  her  mother,  born  in  Steuben  County,  New 
York,  in  1840,  died  in  1891.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Covey  follow:  1.  John  Knox,  born  September 
6,  1906.  2.  Elizabeth  Ashley,  born  January  30,  1908. 
3.  James  Franklin,  born  March  30,  1911.  4.  Francis 
Dickinson,  born  September  7,  1915. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Covey,  which  occurred  on  July 
11,  1930,  in  a  hospital  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  occasioned  profound  sorrow  throughout 
the  Masonic  jurisdiction  in  which  he  had  risen  to 
such  high  station,  in  the  business  world  of  Couders¬ 
port  where  he  had  achieved  a  fine  success,  and  on 
the  part  of  a  large  following  of  friends  who  had 
been  won  to  him  by  his  genuine  worth.  Here  was 
a  man  with  a  patriotic  ancestry,  an  ancestor  in  direct 
line  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  the  second  man  behind  Ethan  Allen  at  Ticon- 
deroga;  his  father  a  hero  of  the  Civil  War;  and  him¬ 
self  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish  War,  and,  although 
commendably  proud  of  his  line,  he  was  not  boastful 
of  the  fact.  The  Masonic  thirty-third  degree  service 
was  conducted  in  the  Scottish  Rite  Cathedral  at 
Coudersport,  and  interment  was  made  in  Eulalia 
Cemetery,  with  colors  borne  by  a  delegation  from 
Potter  Post,  No.  192,  American  Legion,  while  the 
bugler  of  the  Boy  Scout  troop  in  attendance  sounded 
“Taps.” 

Among  the  many  kind  things  said  of  Mr.  Covey 
following  his  decease  was  this  tribute  in  the  local 
press: 

Jim  Covey  was  one  of  Coudersport’s  best  citizens,  an 
honorable  man,  a  loving  husband  and  father ;  a  man 
always  ready  to  put  a  shoulder  to  the  wheel  in  every 
good  movement.  The  great  profusion  of  flowers  was 
silent  and  eloquent  testimony  of  the  great  respect  and 
love  of  his  fellowmen.  .  .  .  While  James  G.  Covey 
has  passed  from  this  life,  his  memory  will  live  long  in 
the  minds  of  all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  him 
and  call  him  friend. 


CHARLES  PLUMMER  McCAFFERTY— As 

business  man  and  civic  leader,  the  late  Charles  P. 
McCafferty,  of  East  Brady,  while  achieving  a  large 
success  in  his  own  enterprises,  advanced  the  inter¬ 


ests  of  the  town  in  a  remarkable  degree  through 
his  initiative  and  progressive  spirit.  Since  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  borough  he  had  filled  every  mu¬ 
nicipal  office,  and  was  the  sponsor  of  the  “city 
beautiful”  idea  in  that  community.  For  years  he  had 
ranked  among  the  foremost  leaders  in  the  line  pf  civic 
improvements. 

Born  at  Fairview  in  Butler  County,  February  26, 
1848,  Charles  Plummer  McCafferty  was  a  son  of 
William  and  Marie  (Johnson)  McCafferty.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  a  hotelkeeper,  and  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer.  The  son  Charles  attended  the  public  schools 
and  Butler  Academy.  For  two  years  he  pursued  the 
study  of  law.  Meanwhile  he  grew  to  manhood,  work¬ 
ing  betimes  on  his  father’s  farm.  Some  time  of  his 
early  life  he  spent  about  three  years  in  the  west, 
where  he  added  to  his  knowledge  in  the  school  of 
experience. 

Mr.  McCafferty  came  to  East  Brady  in  1874  to 
make  his  home  here.  He  purchased  the  St.  Cloud 
Hotel  and  the  Opera  House,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street  from  the  hotel,  and  operated  both 
these  properties  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1887 
he  identified  himself  with  the  coal-producing  busi¬ 
ness,  being  active  in  the  management  of  mines  at 
East  Brady  and  in  West  Virginia  fields.  He  was 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Monarch  Coal  Company 
for  many  years,  this  concern  having  its  mines  in 
Madison  Township,  on  the  Allegheny  Valley  Rail¬ 
road  at  Red  Bank,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  president 
of  the  Allegheny  Valley  Coal  Operators  Association 
from  the  date  of  its  organization  until  his  death. 

In  East  Brady  Borough  affairs,  Mr.  McCafferty 
was  ever  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  yielded  to 
the  persistent  requests  of  the  people  to  accept  office. 
He  had  served  at  different  times  as  burgess,  coun¬ 
cilman  and  school  director.  It  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  that  the  first  fire  department  of  the  town  was 
organized,  and  equipment,  partly  paid  for  by  him,  for 
its  use  secured.  He  was  fire  chief  for  many  years,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  highly  efficient 
manner.  The  movement  for  paving  the  borough  with 
permanent  road  surface  had  in  him  one  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  supporters,  and  it  might  be  added  that 
it  was  his  influence  that  made  this  great  improve¬ 
ment  possible.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
he  never  permitted  partisan  lines  to  be  drawn  against 
his  service  to  the  people  as  a  whole. 

While  his  coal  mining  interests  commanded  a  great 
deal  of  his  time,  he  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  supervision  of  his  large  farm  in  Madison 
Township.  Here  he  endeavored  to  apply  scientific 
agricultural  methods,  and  had  achieved  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  general  farming,  as  well  as  in  fruit  culture 
and  stock-raising.  He  was  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  East  Brady,  and  his  fellow-mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  set  great  store  by  his  financial 
knowledge  and  counsel  in  their  proceedings.  In  the 
Masonic  fraternity  he  had  advanced  through  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  was 
affiliated  with  East  Brady  Lodge,  No.  640,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Eden  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  of  Clarion;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1, 
Knights  Templar;  Gorgeous  Lodge  of  Perfection; 
and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Arcadia  Club  of  East  Brady. 
His  religious  preference  was  Presbyterian. 

Charles  Plummer  McCafferty  married,  March  12, 
1874,  in  Butler  County,  Margaret  Hindman,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Stewart)  Hindman,  her 
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father  a  farmer.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCafferty  there 
was  born  a  daughter,  Jessie,  who  married  Dr.  G. 
D.  Morgan,  a  prominent  dentist  at  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania. 

The  death  of  Mr.  McCafferty  occurred  suddenly, 
February  2,  1915,  in  the  midst  of  a  life  of  activity. 
He  had  seemed  in  his  usual  good  health  the  day 
before  and  had  spent  the  day  at  his  coal  mines  near 
Red  Bank,  overseeing  the  installation  of  new  ma¬ 
chinery.  During  the  night — he  had  returned  home  in 
the  late  evening — he  was  seized  with  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy  and  passed  away  before  medical  aid  could 
reach  his  side.  His  death  came  as  a  great  shock  to  the 
East  Brady  community  and  to  all  his  associates  and 
friends  everywhere.  He  was  a  man  of  genial,  kindly 
nature,  sympathetic  to  a  high  degree,  and  his  loss 
was  universally  deplored.  As  a  mark  of  respect  and 
honor  to  his  memory  as  one  of  the  town’s  greatest 
figures,  the  places  of  business  in  East  Brady  were 
closed  during  the  hours  of  the  funeral  service,  and 
the  interment  was  made  in  the  family  lot  in  Brady’s 
Bend  Cemetery,  the  Masonic  rites  being  used  by 
officers  of  the  order. 


FRANK  GAYLORD  JUDD— A  native  and  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Emporium,  the  county  seat  of 
Cameron  County,  Sheriff  Judd  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  one  of  the  most  popular  public  officials 
connected  with  the  county  government.  He  has  served 
several  terms  as  sheriff  and  invariably  has  given 
this  office  a  most  capable,  honest  and  efficient  ad¬ 
ministration  for  several  years. 

Frank  Gaylord  Judd  was  born  at  Emporium, 
Cameron  County,  April  18,  1862,  a  son  of  John  M. 
and  Marian  L.  (Dickson)  Judd.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  his  mother  of  Potter 
County,  Pennsylvania.  The  former  came  to  Em¬ 
porium  as  a  young  man  and  became  a  well-known 
attorney.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  M.  Judd  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1. 
Jennie  L.,  a  widow  of  John  D.  Logan  of  Emporium. 

2.  Nellie  R.,  a  widow  of  E.  T.  Osborn,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia.  3.  Charles  S.,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  4.  Frank  Gaylord,  of 
whom  further.  5.  John  D.,  now  deceased.  6.  George 
M.,  a  resident  of  California.  Sheriff  Judd  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Emporium  and  went 
to  work  as  a  youth.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  har¬ 
ness  and  insurance  business  and  today  he  is  still 
active  in  the  latter.  In  1912  he  was  elected  sheriff 
of  Cameron  County  for  a  term  of  four  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  term,  during  which  he  proved 
himself  an  exceptionally  capable  and  popular  public 
official,  he  served  for  another  four  years  as  deputy 
county  treasurer.  Later  he  was  appointed  to  serve 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  John  W.  Morris,  sheriff 
of  Cameron  County,  and  after  serving  under  this 
appointment  for  sixteen  months  Mr.  Judd  was  again 
elected,  in  1929,  to  the  office  of  sheriff  for  another 
four  years’  term.  During  that  time  he  has  served 
also  as  overseer  of  the  Borough  of  Emporium  for 
the  past  twenty  years.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Sheriff  Judd  married,  May  20,  1886,  Margaret  R. 
Warner,  a  native  of  Cameron  County  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Riley  and  Rachael  (Dunlap)  Warner,  both 
now  deceased.  Sheriff  and  Mrs.  Judd  had  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  John  W.,  a  resident  of  Emporium.  2. 
Marian  R.,  wife  of  John  W.  Murry  of  Emporium. 

3.  Myrle  C.,  likewise  a  resident  of  Emporium. 


JOHN  BARNES — Among  the  manufacturers  of 
Philipsburg,  Pennsylvania,  there  was  none  more 
highly  esteemed  or  better  known  than  John  Barnes. 
A  sturdy  man,  in  the  best  of  health,  his  figure  be¬ 
came  one  familiar  and  loved  in  the  city  where  his 
friends  were  many  and  his  enemies  few.  He  cheer¬ 
fully  gave  aid  to  any  worth  while  project  which  had 
in  view  the  benefit  of  the  community.  His  private 
benefactions  were  many,  and  known  chiefly  only  to 
those  who  received  them,  for  he  was  inclined  to  let 
good  deeds  tell  their  own  tales.  His  parents,  John 
and  Elizabeth  Barnes,  were  both  natives  of  England 
who  came  to  this  country  to  find  a  wider  opportunity 
in  life.  They  settled  in  the  coal  regions  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  John,  Jr.,  was  born  May  22,  1877,  at 
Chester  Hill.  The  older  Mr.  Barnes  was  interested 
in  the  coal  business  all  his  life  in  the  United  States, 
and  it  was  his  mines  which  came  to  his  sons,  upon 
his  death,  which  were  the  foundation  of  the  indus¬ 
try,  continued  by  John  Barnes,  Jr.,  up  to  .  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1921.  He  also  became  interested 
in  the  brick  industry  and  was  associated  or  con¬ 
nected  with  several  other  financial  and  commercial 
enterprises  of  Philipsburg.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Atherton  and  Barnes,  leading  coal  operators 
of  the  community,  and  was  prominently  associated 
with  the  Williamsgrove  Brick  Company,  one  of  the 
most  successful  concerns  in  this  section  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  a  busy  man,,  but  nevertheless 
found  time  for  usefulness  as  a  citizen,  good  fellow¬ 
ship  with  them,  and  a  promoter  of  what  was  best 
in  his  community.  His  education  was  the  best  that 
the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  could  give, 
and  he  never  ceased  from  being  the  reader  and  stu¬ 
dent,  being  one  of  the  best  informed  men  among  his 
associates.  He  was  politically  a  Republican,  but  no 
seeker  of  political  preferment.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  old  and  distinguished  Philipsburg  Club,  and 
was  identified  with  the  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church. 

On  February  25,  1901,  at  Philipsburg,  Mr.  Barnes 
married  Frances  Bard,  daughter  of  John  and  Louise 
K.  Bard,  members  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
city.  John  Bard  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
lumbering  operations  and  the  banking  business.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  held  the  rank  of 
captain,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  altogether 
playing  a  colorful  and  dangerous  role  in  a  conflict 
which  was  of  supreme  importance  to  the  existence 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Barnes  were  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Joseph,  born  June  5,  1902,  and  married,  in  1923, 
Lois  Dunsmore.  They  have  two  children:.  1.  John 
Alexander,  born  in  1924.  2..  Joseph  William,  born 
in  1932.  The  death  of  Mr.  Barnes  at  the  very  early 
age  of  forty-four  came  as  a  shock  to  the  community 
which  held  him  in  such  high  regard,  and  which 
mourned  his  passing  as  a  loss  beyond  reckoning. 
Wrote  one  who  knew  him  well: 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Barnes  was  a  most  genial 
and  companionable  gentleman.  As  a  citizen  he  was 
enterprising  and  public-spirited.  He  was  modest  and 
unassuming,  but  forceful,  progressive  and  possessed 
such  splendid  characteristics  generally  as  made  him  a 
type  of  citizen  the  community  will  deeply  miss.  He 
was  likewise  a  kind  husband,  a  good  father,  and  a 
faithful  friend. 


MAJOR  ADAM  MILLER — In  business,  indus¬ 
trial  and  military  affairs,  Major  Adam  Miller,  of 
Foxburg,  Pennsylvania,  substantially  contributed  to 
his  community  and  State;  and  his  labors  and  achieve- 
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ments  won  for  him  the  widespread  esteem  and  re¬ 
spect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  was  a  useful  ca¬ 
reer;  and  he  was  loved,  too,  for  his  beautiful  qual¬ 
ities  of  character  and  personality,  his  devotion  to 
high  ideals  of  service,  and  his  unselfish  sympathy 
and  understanding  of  those  around  him.  Kindliness 
and  charity  were  traits  deeply  imbedded  in  his 
nature;  and,  combined  with  them  was  a  profundity 
of  insight  and  clarity  of  vision  that  were  such  as 
to  give  him  place  among  the  true  leaders  of  his  city. 
His  career  in  the  oil  industry  and  in  business  affairs 
was  a  useful  one,  his  life  finely  and  excellently  lived. 

Major  Miller  was  born  July  9,  1840,  in  Germany, 
but,  coming  to  America  in  early  youth,  lived  most  of 
his  life  in  this  country,  chiefly  in  Pennsylvania.  For 
forty-three  years,  he  was  a  resident  of  Foxburg.  A 
young  man  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he 
volunteered  his  services  as  a  member  of  his  2d  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Volunteers.  From  private,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  thereafter  through  all  the  various  grades  to 
that  of  major.  After  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  he 
returned  to  civil  pursuits,  coming  to  Pennsylvania 
and  settling  in  the  oil  region  of  this  State.  In  1870, 
he  secured  a  position  with  the  Titusville  Pipe  Com¬ 
pany;  and,  two  years  later,  in  1872,  he  came  to  Fox¬ 
burg  with  his  friend,  Hon.  A.  W.  Smiley.  He  then 
became  a  trusted  employee  of  the  old  Mutual  and 
Union  Pipe  companies.  After  the  consolidation,  in 
1877,  of  the  different  lines,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  producing  of  oil,  the  business  that  he  continued 
for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Miller’s  attainments  in  the  industrial  world 
were  of  an  unusual  nature,  especially  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  that  his  early  career  was  interrupted 
by  the  Civil  War,  into  the  throes  of  which  he  was 
plunged  immediately  after  completing  his  public 
school  studies.  A  recognition  of  his  wartime  rec¬ 
ord  came  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  of  the  Illinois 
State  Camp  No.  100  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  adopted 
on  the  occasion  of  Major  Miller’s  death: 

Adam  Miller,  father  of  our  fellow  member,  Hubert 
F.  Miller,  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  for  service  in  the 
Civil  War  as  a  private  in  the  Second  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  served  throughout  the  war, 
was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
took  part  in  the  grand  review,  and  retired  with  the 
rank  of  major.  The  advancing  years  mark  the  sum¬ 
mons  of  our  country’s  heroes  to  the  final  roll  call  that 
comes  alike  to  all.  The  Grand  Army  that  responded 
with  tender  of  service  and  of  life  to  Lincoln’s  call  to 
hold  the  Republic  to  its  integrity  and  preserve  it  for  its 
mission,  is  conspicuous  for  its  diminished  ranks  as  it 
is  loved  for  its  distinguished  service.  The  enlistment 
and  service  of  the  men  who  composed  it  was  their  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Nation’s  supremest  need.  Their  unchal¬ 
lenged  loyalty  and  love  of  country  was  the  sole  motive 
for  their  sacrifice.  The  gratitude  of  those  who  live 
and  benefit  now  by  their  devotion  then  increases  with 
the  length  of  years.  In  their  presence  we  should  stand 
uncovered  as  we  greet  them  and  salute  our  country  of 
which  they  are  an  undivided  part.  On  May  31,  1915, 
Major  Adam  Miller,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  at  his 
home  in  Foxburg,  Pennsylvania,  departed  this  life, 
leaving  him  surviving  Mrs.  Louisa  L.  Miller,  his  wife, 
Hubert  F.,  and  C.  A.  Miller,  his  sons,  and  Mrs.  Martha 
Miller  Knight  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Miller  Charles,  his 
daughters.  To  his  wife  he  bequeathed  rich  and  pleas¬ 
ant  memories  and  a  boundless  love,  and  to  his  sons 
and  daughters  these  gifts,  also,  and  with  remainder 
over  to  his  fellowmen  the  example  of  a  splendid  life,  a 
flag  untarnished  and  a  country  preserved. 

Resolved,  By  the  Illinois  State  Camp,  No.  100,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  That  it  hereby  tender  to  Mrs.  Louisa  L. 
Miller,  sustaining  and  comforting  companion  through 
extended  years,  and  to  Hubert  F.  Miller,  C.  A.  Miller, 
Mrs.  Martha  Miller  Knight  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Miller 
Charles,  worthy  sons  and  daughters  of  a  noble  father, 
a  kindred  sympathy  in  the  bereavement  that  comes 
to  them  in  the  death  of  Major  Adam  Miller,  which 
closes  a  life  given  in  youth  under  his  country’s  colors, 


and  in  the  intervening  years  to  inspiring  and  useful 
citizenship.  (Signed) 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

John  T.  Stockton, 

William  T.  Church, 

Committee. 

William  L.  Barnune,  Jr., 

( Attest : )  Commander. 

Roscoe  C.  Clark,  Secretary. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  the  military  and  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  his  country  and  his  accomplishments  in 
these  fields,  Mr.  Miller  was  active  in  political,  social 
and  fraternal  affairs.  He  was,  in  his  party  align¬ 
ment,  a  staunch  Republican  and  a  supporter  of  his 
party’s  policies  and  principles.  He  was  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  his 
membership  was  in  the  Washington,  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  lodge.  His  church  was  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal. 

Major  Adam  Miller  married,  September  10,  1862, 
Louise  L.  Heath,  daughter  of  Alvares  and  Elizabeth 
(Bentley)  Heath.  By  this  marriage  there  were 
born  five  children:  1.  Martha  E.,  who  became 
Mrs.  Martha  E.  (Miller)  Knight,  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Hubert  F.,  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  3.  Cas¬ 
per  A.,  of  Foxburg,  Pennsylvania.  4.  Charles,  de¬ 
ceased.  5.  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Catherine  (Miller) 
Charles,  of  Ellwood  City,  Pennsylvania.  The  Mil¬ 
ler  home  was  on  the  edge  of  the  Foxburg  golf 
links,  where  Major  Miller  built,  in  1910,  a  beautiful 
fieldstone  bungalow  overlooking  the  southward¬ 
winding  Allegheny  River. 

Major  Miller’s  passing  was  a  cause  of  deep  sor¬ 
row  and  regret;  for  he  had  contributed  richly  to  the 
welfare  of  Foxburg  and  its  people,  and  had  earned 
the  high  esteem  and  honor  with  which  he  was  re¬ 
garded.  He  left  many  friends  who  mourned  his 
going,  though  all  of  them  recognized  that  his  life  had 
been  usefully  lived  and  had  not  been  in  vain.  His 
memory  will  survive  for  long  years  to  come,  a 
source  of  satisfaction,  joy  and  inspiration  to  all 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him. 


ARTHUR  WAREHAM  MARKS— Philipsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  fortunate  in  the  character  of 
the  men  who  have  contributed  to  its  development. 
Not  the  least  of  these  was  Arthur  Wareham  Marks, 
in  his  day  one  of  the  very  best  of  its  citizens,  a  lead¬ 
ing  business  man,  and  one  whose  great  influence  and 
constructive  ideas  brought  about  many  of  the 
changes  which  made  for  the  improvement  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  throughout  the  mature 
years  of  his  life.  “Wary”  Marks,  as  he  was  fami¬ 
liarly  known,  had  many  friends  and  few  enemies. 
Everybody  knew  him;  his  life  was  an  open  book  for 
all  to  read;  he  was  generous  to  a  fault;  there  seemed 
to  be  no  end  to  the  number  of  those  he  had  helped. 

He  was  born  at  Franklinville,  Huntingdon  County, 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Samuel  J.  and  Susannah  (Mat- 
tern)  Marks,  both  of  whom  are  long  since  de¬ 
ceased.  He  was  not  more  than  five  or  six  years  of 
age  when  his  family  removed  to  Tyrone,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  place.  In  1878,  already  well  started  on  a 
commercial  career,  Mr.  Marks  came  to  Philipsburg 
where  he  remained  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
first  occupation  in  the  town  was  in  association  with 
E.  M.  McKinney,  in  the  management  of  a  drug 
business  and  the  post  office  connected  with  it.  He 
continued  along  this  same  line  for  some  years,  con¬ 
tinuing  when  his  uncle  John  W.  Mattern  became 
Mr.  McKinney’s  successor.  Eventually  he  struck  out 
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for  himself  in  co-partnership  with  Jeremiah  Sankey 
to  establish  a  boot  and  shoe  store  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sankey  and  Marks.  Mr.  Sankey  died  a 
few  years  later  and  Mr.  Marks  bought  out  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Sankey  heirs  and  thereafter  conducted 
the  business  until  the  “big  fire”  of  about  1919, 
which  destroyed  the  Grant  Block  in  which  his  store 
was  located  and  destroyed  the  most  of  Mr.  Marks’ 
stock  in  trade.  He  had  been  unusually  successful 
through  the  years,  and  had  branched  out  into  other 
enterprises  so  that  he  decided  not  to  renew  his  mer¬ 
cantile  business.  At  the  time  of  his  demise,  Mr. 
Marks  was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
of  Philipsburg;  secretary  of  the  Citizens’  Building 
and  Loan  Association;  financially  interested  in  sev¬ 
eral  business  houses;  and  had  been  the  secretary 
of  the  Philipsburg  Realty  Company. 

Mr.  Marks  loved  life  and  found  so  many  things 
to  do  that  business  never  absorbed  the  whole  of  his 
time  or  attention.  He  was  active  in  civic  affairs 
and  filled  several  posts  of  trust  and  importance  in 
the  municipal  government.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  borough  council  and  was  secretary  of  the 
school  board.  His  religious  affiliations  began  back 
in  his  Tyrone  days  when  he  became  a  member  _of 
the  Methodist  Church,  which  membership  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Trinity  Church  when  he  came  to  Philips¬ 
burg.  He  always  did  his  full  share  in  religious 
work,  and  more,  serving  at  various  times  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  as  a  steward  and 
church  treasurer,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  He  was  fond  of  young  men,  many  of  whom 
credit  him  with  giving  them  their  start  in  life,  or 
in  helping  them  wisely  to  make  their  way. 

On  August  31,  1882,  Mr.  Marks  married  Elizabeth 
Steiner,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Steiner, 
well  known  and  respected  citizens  of  Philipsburg. 
The  ceremony  was  celebrated  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Creigh¬ 
ton,  of  Trinity  Church,  at  “Hillside  Home,”  Ches¬ 
ter  Hill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  were  the  parents  of 
two  sons  and  a  daughter:  1.  Dodge  L.,  a  practicing 
lawyer  in  New  York  City.  2.  Dr.  Samuel  J.,  a 
physician  of  Bordentown,  New  Jersey.  3.  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Harold  Haworth,  of  Philipsburg. 

Arthur  Wareham  Marks  died  February  19,  1923, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  passing  was 
greatly  mourned  by  the  community  which  held  him 
to  be  “one  of  our  very  best  citizens.”  It  was  written 
of  him: 

Mr.  Marks  was  a  gentleman  of  Christian  ideals  and 
his  life  work  was  one  of  courage,  uprightness  and  ster¬ 
ling  worth.  Few  if  any  men  have  created  more  of  a 
favorable  impression  upon  the  citizens  of  Philipsburg 
than  did  he.  His  manliness  and  modesty  ;  his  exem¬ 
plary  life ;  his  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty ;  his  thoughtfulness  of  others  and  his  kindly, 
genial  optimistic  spirit  all  contributed  to  giving  him  a 
warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  multitudes  of  his  sin¬ 
cere  friends.  He  lived  well  and  he  died  well. 


HARRY  McWILLIAMS  RIMER— The  county 
seat  of  his  native  county,  Clarion,  Clarion  County, 
has  been  the  scene  of  Mr.  Rimer’s  successful  pro¬ 
fessional  activities  as  a  lawyer  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years.  His  high  professional  standing  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  fact  that  he  has  served  as  vice-president 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association.  Mr.  Rimer 
not  only  is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Clarion 
County,  but  for  many  years  has  also  been  promi¬ 
nently  active  in  financial  circles,  being  a  director  of 
several  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  in  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania.  Civic  affairs,  too,  have  re¬ 


ceived  a  considerable  share  of  his  time  and  attention 
and  he  has  been  especially  interested  and  active  in 
the  cause  of  education  in  his  native  county. 

Harry  M.  Rimer  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  a 
son  of  David  A.  and  Mary  G.  (Patton)  Rimer, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  His  father  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  A.  Rimer  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
1.  Dr.  John  T.  Rimer,  of  Clarion.  2.  Alva  J.,  now 
deceased.  3.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Rev.  Andrew 
Fleming  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  4.  James  Patton 
Rimer,  a  resident  of  Clarion  County.  5.  Margaret, 
who  married  F.  Grueble,  of  Clarion  County.  6. 
Harry  M.  Rimer,  of  whom  further.  7.  David  E. 
Rimer,  of  Warmleysburg,  Pennsylvania.  8.  Dr.  Ed¬ 
ward  S.  Rimer,  of  New  York. 

Harry  M.  Rimer  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  then  was  graduated  from 
Clarion  Collegiate  Institute.  From  there  he  went 
to  Franklin  and  Marshall  and  Washington  and  Jef¬ 
ferson  colleges.  After  leaving  college  he  read  law 
with  Judge  Hindman  of  Clarion,  one  of  the  leading 
attorneys  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  during  that 
period.  Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  1895, 
Mr.  Rimer  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  law 
at  Clarion,  where  he  has  continued  to  practice  his 
profession  ever  since  then  with  outstanding  success, 
specializing  in  corporation  law.  He  is  attorney  for 
the  following  corporations:  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road,  West  Penn  Power  Company,  Clarion  River 
Power  Company,  Pennsylvania  Electric  Company, 
Peoples  Natural  Gas  Company,  United  Natural  Gas 
Company,  Pennsylvania  Fuel  Supply  Company,  Alum 
Rock  Gas  Company,  and  many  other  corporations. 
As  has  already  been  related,  he  is  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  boards  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Citizens  Trust  Company  of  Clarion,  the 
First  National  Bank  of  New  Bethlehem,  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Rimersburg,  and  the  Sligo  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  For  sixteen  years  Mr.  Rimer  served 
as  president  of  the  Clarion  School  Board  and  for 
twenty-eight  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  State  Teachers’  College  at  Clarion. 
He  is  a  member  of  Clarion  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Clarion  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  and  belongs  to  Wanango  Club  of  Oil  City, 
and  Pine  Crest  Country  Club  of  Brookville.  His 
teligious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Rimer  married  Bertha  C.  Collner  of  St. 
Petersburg,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Harrison  and 
Elizabeth  (Caldwell)  Collner,  her  father  deceased, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rimer  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  Robert  D. 
Reed,  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Harrison  C. 
Rimer,  a  resident  of  Clarion.  3.  Edward  M.  Rimer, 
likewise  a  resident  of  Clarion. 


CORNELIUS  BOWDEN— One  of  the  oldest 

and  best  names  in  Mercer  County  is  that  of  Bow¬ 
den,  men  and  women  bearing  it  having  come  from 
other  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  to  this  county,  shortly 
after  the  American  Revolution,  and  having  been 
prominent  in  the  development  of  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania.  Cornelius  Bowden  was  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Wasey)  Bowden;  the  former, 
whose  parents  were  English  and  had  first  settled  in 
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Philadelphia,  came  from  Bucks  County;  his  wife, 
of  Scotch  parents,  came  from  Philadelphia.  They 
were  married  in  Bucks  County  in  1814  and  in  1820 
with  their  three  children  migrated  to  Gustavus,  Ohio. 
In  1 822  they  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  in 
Hickory  Township,  Mercer  County,  and  it  was  here 
that  Cornelius  was  born,  one  of  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  His  mother  died  January 
22,  1866,  and  his  father  July  12,  1872;  both  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Cornelius  Bowden  was  born  December  12,  1826, 
and  died  August  17,  1898,  his  long  life,  spent  in  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  mainly,  being  one  of  great  usefulness 
and  of  real  service  in  the  development  of  the  region. 
His  education  was  that  of  the  pioneer  who  must 
learn  what  he  could  in  the  schools  taught  by  some 
itinerant  teacher;  there  were  no  free  public  schools: 
When  eleven  years  old,  with  his  parents,  he  came 
to  Mercer,  the  county  seat  of  Mercer  County,  where 
the  family  resided  for  two  decades.  Cornelius,  with 
his  brothers,  early  did  his  part  in  making  the  home 
farm  pay,  and  he  probably  laid  the  foundation  of 
that  vigor  and  industry  which  always  characterized 
him,  in  the  life  and  pursuits  of  agriculture.  When 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  set  up  in  business  at  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania  (1846),  but  shortly  afterward  moved  to 
Orangeville,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  In  1848,  Mr.  Bowden  was  back  in  Sharon 
again,  to  remain  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  even¬ 
tually  built  up  a  large  business  as  a  carriage  and 
wagon  manufacturer,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  the  early  1880’s.  For  the  remaining  years  of  his 
life  he  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  other  lines  of 
endeavor,  not  attempting  to  rebuild  the  plant. 

Mr.  Bowden  was  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of 
early  Sharon,  prominent  in  its  affairs,  and  active  in 
the  promotion  of  projects  intended  for  the  betterment 
of  the  city.  His  fraternal  affiliations  were  Masonic 
and  he  was  a  member  of  Sharon  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters,  serving  several  terms  in  official  posi¬ 
tions,  in  Masonic  bodies.  He  was  a  Prohibitionist 
politically  and  foremost  in  the  county  counsels  of 
that  party.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  active  in  religious  work. 

Cornelius  Bowden  married  Abigail  Ray,  of  Brook¬ 
field,  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  June  1,  1850.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  David  and  Abigail  Ray,  both  of  old 
pioneer  families  of  Trumbull  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowden  were  the  parents  of  four  daughters:  1. 
Emma  Laura,  married  Adolph  Kanengeiser,  an  archi¬ 
tect.  2.  Mary  Abigail,  married  William  Clayton 
Haus,  an  attorney.  3.  Margaret  Ellen,  a  school 
teacher  of  forty-eight  years’  service.  4.  Jessie  Maud. 


^  SAMUEL  HAMBLIN— The  foundry  business  in 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  has  from  the  first  been 
associated  with  the  Hamblin  family,  of  whom  Sam¬ 
uel  Hamblin  was  third  in  order  of  association.  His 
great-grandfather  was  Simeon  Hamblin,  a  native  of 
Maine,  and  a  pioneer  of  Essex  County,  New  York. 
His  grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Rhoda”" (Smith) 
Hamblin,  who  spent  a  great  deal  of  their  life  in 
Connecticut.  The  Samuel  Hamblin,  of  whom  this  is 
a  review,  was  born  in  Greenville,  Pennsylvania, 
January  7,  1840,  son  of  John  K.  and  Elizabeth 
(Hickok)  Hamblin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Essex  County,  New  York;  the  former  being  born 
at  Wilmington,  March  2,  1809,  and  the  latter,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1810.  John  K.  Hamblin,  after  some  years 
in  Unionville  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  taught 
school  and  had  charge  of  a  furnace  store,  returned 


to  Wilmington,  married  Elizabeth  Hickok,  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1838,  and  shortly  after  moved  to  Greenville 
and  set  up  a  foundry,  the  first  in  the  town  and  one 
of  the  first  in  Mercer  County.  For  a  half  century, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  interval,  John  K. 
Hamblin  was  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  and, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  business  men  of  Greenville. 

Samuel  Hamblin,  son  of  John  K.  and  Elizabeth 
(Hickok)  Hamblin  grew  to  manhood  in  Greenville, 
and  throughout  his  life  was  associated  with  the  men 
and  affairs  of  this  community.  He  was  educated  in 
the  local  schools,  and  after  a  year  in  the  academy, 
went  to  work  in  his  father’s  establishment  to  learn 
the  trade  of  an  iron  moulder.  He  became  a  master 
of  his  trade,  and  eventually  the  head  of  the  me¬ 
chanical  department  of  the  business.  While  still  a 
young  man,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Hamblin,  Sons  and  Company,  his  elder  brother, 
Henry  W.  Hamblin,  later  joining  him.  This  was  in 
August,  1871,  and  on  that  day  he  was  given  full 
control  of  the  mechanical  department.  The  history 
of  the  Hamblin  foundry  interests,  in  brief  is:  In 
1838  a  foundry  was  started  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hamblin  and  Bond,  Gardner  Bond  being  the  other 
member  of  the  partnership.  Later  the  concern  was 
known  as  Bond,  Heath  and  Company,  and  still  later 
Mr.  Hamblin  opened  business  in  the  space  which 
since  has  been  occupied  by  the  Hotel  Speir  and 
Telephone  Building.  This  plant  was  burned  down  in 
1866  and  re-opened  shortly  after  as  Hamblin,  Sons 
and  Company. 

Samuel  Hamblin  had  the  normal  man’s  interest  in 
all  that  was  worth  while.  Civic-minded  and  patriotic, 
he  was  active  in  all  movements  intended  for  _  the 
advancement  of  Greenville  and  the  betterment  of  its 
citizens.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Republican  in  his  political 
faith  he  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  the 
party  but  had  no  desire  for  political  preferment. 
With  his  family  he  attended  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  generous  in  giving  of  time  and 
means  to  others  less  fortunate  than  himself. 

On  December  7,  1861,  Mr.  Hamblin  married  E. 
J.  Kyle,  of  Greene  Township,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hamblin  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Mary  C.,  John  G.,  Maud  G.,  and  Ralph  R. 

Mr.  Hamblin  died  in  1917,  universally  mourned  as 
a  good  citizen,  a  beloved  friend  and  a  lover  of  wife 
and  home.  In  the  annals  of  Greenville  his  name  is 
written  large  as  a  man  who  contributed  wisely  and 
well  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  town. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  PAGE— Bearing  one 
of  the  best  known  names  in  Clarion,  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  his  family  have  been  residents  since  the 
founding  of  the  town,  Benjamin  Franklin  Page  con¬ 
tributed  some  interesting  pages  to  the  annals  of  the 
place  as  business  man  and  citizen.  His  father, 
Abraham  K.  Page,  erected  the  second  brick  build¬ 
ing  to  be  put  up  in  Clarion,  a  structure  two  stories 
in  height  and  thirty  by  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet 
in  width  and  length.  This  wras  in  the  early  years  of 
the  last  century.  Mr.  A.  K.  Page  established  an  un¬ 
dertaking  and  furniture  business  on  Liberty  Street 
which  he  continued  to  operate  until  his  son,  of  whom 
this  is  primarily  a  review,  took  it  over  and  directed 
it  in  the  brick  block  at  No.  514  Main  Street,  until 
his  death  in  1915.  For  a  good  many  years  this  was 
the  only  undertaking  establishment  in  the  whole  of 
Clarion  County,  and  its  continuance  over  a  period 
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of  a  century  is  undoubtedly  a  record  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  equal  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Page,  son  of  Abraham  K.  and 
Abigail  Page,  was  born  October  3,  1855,  at  Clarion, 
Pennsylvania,  and  spent  practically  the  whole  of  his 
life  in  the  place  of  his  birth.  His  education  was  the 
best  possible  for  his  time,  including  graduation  from 
all  the  local  schools,  the  academy  of  Clarion  and 
training  in  the  normal  school.  His  was  a  business 
and  not  a  teaching  career,  for  at  an  early  age  there 
came  to  him  the  responsibilities  of  carrying  on  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  establishment,  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  noted.  He  was  always  active  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Clarion,  his  acquaintances  were  county-wide, 
few  men  were  better  known  or  better  liked.  After 
his  demise,  in  1915,  Mrs.  Page  continued  the  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  short  while,  and  then  disposed  of  all 
equipment  and  stock,  and  rented  all  the  building 
except  the  rooms  retained  for  her  personal  use.  The 
main  floor  store  space  is  now  occupied  by  the  G.  C. 
Murphy  Company,  while  most  of  the  other  rooms 
are  lawyers’  and  physicians’  offices. 

Mr.  Page  besides  his  commercial  and  civic  inter¬ 
ests,  was  associated  with  many  of  the  activities  of 
Clarion.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  faith, 
but  not  one  who  sought  office.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  a  member  of  the  Maccabees.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  communicant  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Few  men  were  more  generous  of  his  time  and  means 
in  helping  others  less  fortunate  than  himself,  and 
none  were  more  unostentatious  in  their  giving.  In 
his  quiet  way  he  wielded  a  remarkable  influence  over 
men  and  affairs  and  did  a  great  deal  to  benefit 
Clarion  and  promote  its  progress. 

On  August  14,  1877,  at  Knox,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Page  married  Carrie  May  Fleming,  daughter  of  Paul 
and  Violet  E.  Fleming.  Mr.  Fleming  was  an  oil 
operator  of  many  years’  experience.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Page  were  the  parents  of  six  children;  Ora,  Mary, 
Ruby,  Abigail,  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  and  Paul  A.  Page. 
Mr.  Page  died  August  10,  1915. 


WILLIAM  KEATLEY— One  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  which  city  was  his 
headquarters  throughout  the  most  of  his  business 
career,  William  Keatley  will  long  be  remembered 
for  his  sterling  character,  commercial  leadership  and 
constructive  contributions  to  the  development  of  his 
adopted  home  place.  One  of  the  prominent  oil 
operators  he  was  a  large  employer  of  labor,  one 
who  was  eminently  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  and 
highly  respected  by  the  men  who  worked  under  his 
direction. 

Mr.  Keatley  was  born  September  6,  1858,  young¬ 
est  son  of  Colonel  John  C.  and  Catherine  (Jack) 
Keatley,  of  Strattanville,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Knox,  Pennsylvania, 
and  came  with  his  parents,  while  still  a  youth,  to 
Clarion.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Keatley  became 
interested  in  the  petroleum  industry,  starting  as  a 
helper  and  then  becoming  a  driller  of  wells.  Not 
content  to  be  a  producer  for  others,  he  early  began 
the  practice  of  purchasing  oil  leases  and  putting 
them  in  the  hands  of  operators  on  a  royalty  basis. 
Very  soon  he  was  developing  his  own  leases,  and, 
when  the  Clarion  field  was  opened  he  was  among  the 
first  to  take  a  hand  in  its  development  and  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  its  progress  to  the  end  of  his  life.  For 
the  most  part  he  was  associated  with  his  brothers 
Frank  G.  and  John  C.  Keatley,  and  for  a  total  of 


forty-six  years  was  actively  engaged  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness.  For  the  greater  part  of  this  period  he  was 
interested  in  Pennsylvania  fields,  but  his  operation 
included  the  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  and 
to  a  smaller  extent,  other  oil  fields.  His  was  a 
marked  success,  and  since  his  death  the  business  has 
been  managed  efficiently  and  well  by  his  widow  and 
children.  It  was  said  of  Mr.  Keatley  that  his  em¬ 
ployees  declared  him  “the  best  man  they  ever  had 
worked  for  or  with,  because  he  would  work  as  indus¬ 
triously  as  any  of  his  men.  In  all  his  business  rela¬ 
tions  he  was,  above  all  else,  the  soul  of  honor  and 
honesty.  He  was  careful,  painstaking,  just  and  ef¬ 
ficient,  and  aimed  to  do  right  in  all  transactions,  and 
hence  had  the  confidence,  respect  and  good  will  of 
the  entire  community.” 

Business  made  up  only  a  part  of  Mr.  Keatley’s 
activities,  for  he  had  the  normal  man’s  interest  in 
all  phases  of  life.  A  Christian  in  faith  and  deed,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Clarion  First  Methodist 
Church,  served  on  its  board  of  trustees  and  was 
active  in  its  religious  work.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Maccabees,  Clarion 
Tent,  No.  32.  His  political  faith  was  that  of  the 
Democratic  party,  in  the  services  of  which  he  was 
active,  but  steadfastly  declined  public  office.  The 
one  exception  was  a  term  as  councilman,  where  he 
accomplished  several  constructive  things.  Civic- 
minded,  he  was  ever  foremost  in  all  worthy  move¬ 
ments  having  as  their  object  the  betterment  of  his 
community  and  the  welfare  of  its  citizens.  For  many 
years,  Mr.  Keatley  was  a  director  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  of  Clarion,  and  a  director  of  the  Clarion 
Water  Company. 

On  October  4,  1894,  he  married  Anna  J.  Brenoel, 
of  Cochranton,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keat¬ 
ley  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Marie,  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Keatley’s  demise,  a  teacher  in  the 
New  Bethlehem  schools.  2.  Jean,  at  that  time  a  stu¬ 
dent  nurse  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadel¬ 
phia.  3.  Jay.  4.  William.  5.  Francis. 

William  Keatley  died  February  28,  1920,  greatly 
regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  Clarion  realized 
that  in  his  passing  it  had  lost  one  of  its  most  impor¬ 
tant  citizens.  The  large  circle  of  his  friends,  rela¬ 
tives  and  family,  sorrowed  in  the  irreparable  va¬ 
cancy  which  had  come  into  their  lives.  Among  the 
many  tributes  paid  to  Mr.  Keatley  were  ones  like 
these:  “He  was  always  an  upright  and  honorable 
man,  genial  in  disposition,  quiet,  self-possessed,  un¬ 
ostentatious.”  “Mr.  Keatley  was  a  straightforward, 
earnest  sincere  Christian  man,  whose  life  was  nota¬ 
ble  for  its  consistent,  faithful  and  steady  service 
.  .  .  he  was  an  inspiring  example  to  all.”  None 
can  measure  the  abiding  influence  of  a  man  such  as 
he,  nor  can  the  effects  of  his  life  upon  the  destinies 
of  others  be  summed  up  in  figures.  In  his  quiet 
way  he  wrote  his  name  large  in  the  annals  of  Clarion, 
where  future  generations  may  read  and  justly  ap¬ 
praise  his  contributions  to  the  life  and  history  of 
his  day. 


FRED  W.  McFARLIN — Outstanding  member  of 
the  bar,  prominent  citizen  of  Ridgway,  and  man  of 
many  interests  in  the  field  of  general  finance,  Fred 
W.  McFarlin  was  born  in  Elk  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  11,  1876.  He  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Murphy)  McFarlin,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ireland.  James  McFarlin,  as  a  child,  was 
brought  to  North  America,  and  lived  with  his  par- 
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ents  in  Canada.  In  1865  he  came  to  Pennsylvania, 
located  in  Elk  County,  and  worked  there  as  a  woods¬ 
man.  Later,  in  Ridgway,  he  opened  the  McFarlin 

Hotel,  which  he  operated  for  six  years,  giving  the 

remainder  of  his  life  to  the  hotel  business.  In  the 

family  were  children:  1.  George  H.  2.  Anna  C., 

of  Ridgway.  3.  Frank  J.,  since  deceased.  4.  Fred 
W.,  of  whom  follows. 

In  1892,  Fred  W.  McFarlin  was  graduated  from 
Ridgway  High  School,  and  after  a  year  at  Alle¬ 
gheny  College  Preparatory  School  at  Meadville  spent 
a  year  at  Bucknell  University.  He  read  law  privately, 
in  the  offices  of  Judge  John  G.  Whitmore,  Judge 
Harry  Alvin  Hall,  and  Judge  Eugene  H.  Baird, 
and  in  1906,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  was  admitted 
to  practice.  For  twenty-five  years,  down  to  the 
present,  he  has  engaged  successfully  and  with  in¬ 
creased  renown  at  the  pursuits  of  his  profession, 
giving  the  whole  of  his  career  to  Ridgway.  From 
1909  until  1925  he  served  as  district  attorney,  but  has 
since  been  engaged  in  private  practice. 

Mr.  McFarlin  is  well  known  in  general  affairs  of 
his  community,  is  a  political  figure  of  influence,  and 
fraternally  holds  affiliation  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

On  March  3,  1908,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Anna  Nagle,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Duffy) 
Nagel,  the  latter  now  deceased,  and  they  had  four 
children:  1.  James  F.,  since  deceased.  2.  Kathryn  E., 
student  at  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology,  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  3.  Jean,  deceased.  4.  Ruth,  at  home. 

That  which  he  has  accomplished,  as  lawyer  and 
citizen,  has  been  of  substantial  value  to  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  Mr.  McFarlin  continues  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  constructive  occupations,  one  of  the 
foremost  men  of  Ridgway. 


NORMAN  C.  BALL — Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  has 
been  particularly  fortunate  in  having  such  men  as 
Norman  C.  Ball  to  direct  the  destinies  of  its  jour¬ 
nalism.  A  newspaperman  from  boyhood,  Mr.  Ball 
was,  for  eighteen  years  an  editor,  owner  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  “Clarion  Republican,”  and  for  seven 
years,  owner  and  publisher  of  the  “Knox  Herald.” 
He  was  prominent  in  politics,  a  remarkable  con¬ 
structive  force  in  the  development  of  his  commu¬ 
nity,  a  “gentleman  and  scholar”  esteemed  and  re¬ 
spected.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Emory  and  Nettie 
Ball,  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania,  January 
4,  1873.  In  the  paternal  line  his  ancestrry  went 
back  to  the  pioneer  Ball  family  of  Virginia;  and 
through  his  mother  was  descended  from  the  well- 
known  Pershing  family  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Of  his  two  brothers,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased,  one,  Charles  F.  Ball,  was  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  bureau  of  recreation  of  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  John  R.  Ball,  was  for  many  years  a 
political  writer  on  the  “Pittsburgh  Post.” 

Norman  C.  Ball  received  the  preliminaries  of  an 
education,  which  during  the  fifty-nine  years  of  his 
life  was  never  completed,  in  the  public  schools  of 
Latrobe,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  ever  the  student,  and 
books  and  life  and  persons  were  all  forced  to  con¬ 
tribute  their  part  in  his  intellectual  training.  At  the 
age  of  eleven  he  burst  into  print,  at  Latrobe,  by 
gathering  the  news  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  he 
lived  and  getting  a  printer  to  set  it  up  in  type  as 
a  small  news  sheet,  bearing  the  title  the  “Latrobe 
Enterprise.”  A  copy  of  this  small  publication  is  the 
prized  possession  of  his  family,  and  bears  the  date 


of  November  20,  1889.  The  “Enterprise”  later  be¬ 
came  the  “Advance”  and  is  now  published  as  the 
“Latrobe  Bulletin.”  While  a  student  at  Irwin  he 
edited  the  “Irwin  Republican”  and  from  thence  went 
to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  served  in  all  sorts  of  jour¬ 
nalistic  capacities  on  most  of  the  newspapers  of  the 
city,  being  at  one  time  the  managing  editor  of  the 
“Pittsburgh  Leader.”  In  one  of  the  offices  where 
he  worked  was  Willa  Cather,  one  of  America’s 
greatest  novelists.  Mr.  Ball,  as  a  cub  reporter, 
secured  an  interview  with  Maude  Adams,  credited 
with  being  the  only  interview  that  this  famous 
actress  ever  gave  to  a  member  of  the  press. 

In  1914,  Mr.  Ball  purchased  the  “Clarion  Repub¬ 
lican,”  of  which  until  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
publisher  and  editor.  In  1926,  he  bought  the  “Knox 
Herald”  and  was  in  control  of  its  affairs  until  his 
decease  in  1932.  For  many  years,  Mr.  Ball  con¬ 
tributed  to  magazines  and  newspapers  all  over  the 
United  States.  He  wrote  editorials,  predictions  and 
publicity  matter  for  the  national  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  at  Washington.  In  1914  he  wrote 
the  leading  article,  “Force  and  Ideas,”  published  in 
the  first  issue  of  the  “New  Republic.”  He  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Editorial  Association  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Newspaper  Publishers  Association. 
During  1932  he  was  selected  to  attend  the  Inter¬ 
national  Convention  of  Publishers,  held  in  Mexico 
City,  as  delegates  from  the  Pennsylvania  Newspaper 
Publishers  Association.  In  1932  he  was  invited  to 
speak  before  the  journalism  class  of  Temple  Univer¬ 
sity,  Philadelphia.  In  a  tribute  paid  to  Mr.  Ball’s 
newspaper  work  a  fellow-editor  wrote:  “Norman 
Ball  held  high  in  his  publishing  activities  those  ideals 
toward  which  many  clear-minded  and  ambitious  jour¬ 
nalists  strive,  but  seldom  attain.  How  well  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  was  indicated  by  the  prestige  which  the 
‘Clarion  Republican’  achieved.” 

Mr.  Ball  began  to  dabble  in  politics  before  he 
cast  his  first  vote.  In  Westmoreland  and  in  Clarion, 
he  was  exceedingly  active  in  the  interests  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  became  “the  guiding  spirit  of  the 
Republican  organization  which  recently  ( 193 1 )  Put 
a  Republican  majority  in  the  Clarion  Courthouse, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county.”  He 
was  county  chairman  for  the  Pinchot  campaigns, 
and  was  a  personal  friend  of  Governor  Pinchot. 
Mr.  Ball  was  an  alternate  delegate  at  the  1928 
national  convention  of  the  Republican  party  held  at 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He  desired  no  political  pre¬ 
ferment,  his  attitude  towards  politics  being  that  of 
a  good  citizen,  a  taxpayer  and  an  alert  editor. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Ball  was  affiliated  with  Clarion 
Lodge,  No.  227,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  the  Clarion  Joppa  Club;  Kane  Forest  of  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon.  A  member  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  his  services  were  valued  highly. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  Clarion  Community  Club; 
a  charter  member  of  the  Clarion  Aero  Club;  a 
trustee  of  the  State  Teachers  Cc^ege;  a  valuable 
worker  in  the  Boy  Scouts  movement.  His  funeral 
was  held  in  accordance  with  Masonic  rites;  the  Boy 
Scouts  honored  his  memory  by  placing  a  guard  at 
the  church  door,  and  the  business  men  of  the  city 
paid  a  fitting  tribute  in  the  closing  of  their  busi¬ 
ness  houses  during  the  service. 

On  October  3,  1906,  Mr.  Ball  married  Clara  Gib¬ 
son  Latshaw,  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  the  late  Dr. 
David  Latshaw.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ball  were  the  parents 
of  two  daughters:  1.  Catherine  L.,  wife  of  John 
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Paul  Baker,  of  Knox.  2.  Ruth  E.,  who  married  Ed¬ 
ward  Shelton  Davis,  of  Altoona. 

Norman  C.  Ball  died  January  16,  1932,  sincerely 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  Of  the  many  beau¬ 
tiful  tributes  paid  to  his  life  and  character  are  these: 

We  of  the  newspaper  game  will  miss  him  greatly, 
but  it  will  be  pleasant  to  think  that  in  the  Great  Day 
to  come,  where  good  men  gather  for  Rest  Eternal, 
Norman  C.  Ball  will  be  there  to  light  the  way  and 
guide  the  faltering  footsteps  of  his  fellow-craftsmen. 

Surely  we  may  apply  to  him  the  scriptural  measure 
of  a  man,  “What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to 
do  justly,  love  many  and  to  walk  humbly  before  thy 
God?” 


ARTHUR  T.  THOMPSON— Editor  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  “The  Daily  Record,”  of  Ridgway,  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  has  had  a  career  of  variety  and  use  to  his  com¬ 
munity. 

Born  at  Derby,  England,  November  21,  1887,  he 
is  a  son  of  Arthur  T.  Thompson,  Sr.,  and  Mary 
Jane  (Pashley)  Thompson,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  England.  The  family  came  to  America  when 
Arthur  T.  Thompson  was  two  years  of  age,  in  1890, 
and  Mr.  Thompson,  Sr.,  took  residence  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Here,  in  1893,  he  became  bookkeeper  of  the 
Elk  Tanning  Company,  at  Sterling  Run,  then  later 
went  to  Williamsport  as  auditor  for  the  firm’s  branch 
there  known  as  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Lumber 
Company.  Still  later,  at  Ridgway,  his  death  occurred, 
February  7,  1928,  and  his  passing  brought  a  wide¬ 
spread  sense  of  bereavement,  so  well  loved  had  he 
become,  and  so  valued  had  been  his  works.  Mrs. 
Mary  Jane  (Pashley)  Thompson  continues  to  make 
her  residence  in  Ridgway.  Of  her  union  with  Mr. 
Thompson  children  were  born  as  follows:  1.  Arthur 
T.,  concerning  whom  we  write  further.  2.  William 
C.,  now  assistant  cashier  of  the  St.  Marys  National 
Bank.  3.  H.  Albert,  bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of 
“The  Daily  Record,”  Ridgway.  4.  Florence,  wife 
of  C.  G.  Hay  of  Ridgway.  The  family  as  a  whole 
has  contributed  much  to  the  development  of  Elk 
County  and  the  community  of  Ridgway. 

In  1906,  Mr.  Thompson  was  graduated  from  Wil¬ 
liamsport  High  School,  where  he  had  distinguished 
himself  as  a  student,  especially  in  the  study  of 
English.  For  two  years,  then,  he  studied  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Seminary,  and  entered  business  life  as 
employee  of  the  tanning  company  at  Ridgway.  For 
three  years  he  continued  thus  at  work,  and  in  April, 
1911,  he  became  employed  on  “The  Record.”  In 
1917  he  was  elected  to  the  post  of  editor  and  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  this  well-known  publication.  During 
the  score  of  years  that  have  since  elapsed,  the  news¬ 
paper  has  grown  largely,  and  today  is  one  of  the 
foremost  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  it  was  founded  in  1850,  as  a  weekly.  In 
1871,  Henry  Parsons,  Jr.,  purchased  it  and  ran  it  as 
sole  owner  until  1884,  when  he  sold  it  to  the  Ridg¬ 
way  Publishing  Company.  William  H.  Baker  then 
took  charge  as  editor  and  director,  retaining  the 
charge  until  his  death  in  1916.  H.  H.  Thomson,  of 
New  York  City  (no  relation  of  the  present  editor- 
director),  assumed  charge  for  a  year,  and  in  I9I7> 
Arthur  T.  Thompson,  who  had  been  actively  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  publication  since  1911,  took  nominal 
as  well  as  actual  charge.  The  paper  is  of  non-politi¬ 
cal  character,  strictly  independent,  and  strives  always 
to  present  both  sides  of  public  questions  so  that 
the  reading  audience  may  reach  its  own  conclusions 
justly  and  without  the  stress  of  undue  influence. 
Even  so,  Mr.  Thompson  exercises  a  most  construc¬ 


tive  influence  on  the  projects  of  the  town  and  county, 
and  his  works  as  editor  have  made  him  one  of  the 
foremost  figures  in  the  Ridgway  area. 


FREDERICK  A.  STEBBINS — Member  of  an 
old  and  honored  family  of  Pennsylvania,  Frederick 
A.  Stebbins  has  here  upheld  the  fine  traditions  of  his 
forebears,  and  has  substantially  contributed,  by  his 
own  labors,  to  the  Stebbins  record  of  achievement, 
as  well  as  to  the  good  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives.  A  lawyer  by  profession,  he  has  held  a  num¬ 
ber  of  important  positions  of  public  trust;  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  (1931)  is  attorney  for  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Coudersport. 

Mr.  Stebbins  was  born  on  April  2,  1875,  in 

Coudersport,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Rebecca  (Glass- 
mire)  Stebbins,  both  natives  of  Potter  County.  His 
father  was  a  merchant,  as  well  as  associate  judge  in 
this  county;  he  died  in  1907,  four  years  after  the 
death  of  the  mother,  who  passed  from  this  life  in 
1903.  They  had  four  children:  1.  Frederick  A.,  of 
further  mention.  2.  Almira,  who  became  the  wife 
of  R.  C.  Lloyd,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  3. 
Caroline,  who  is  now  deceased.  4.  Georgie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  L.  M.  Smith,  of  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania. 

Of  these,  Frederick  A.  Stebbins,  after  receiving 
his  preliminary  schooling,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  New  York  State  on  July  29,  1897,  and  to  the 
Pennsylvania  bar  in  1902.  Licensed  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  State,  he  at  once  took  up  his  pro¬ 
fessional  practice  in  Coudersport,  where  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  his  labors  down  to  the  time  of  writing. 

Early,  too,  he  acquired  an  interest  in  public  life; 
and  for  twenty  years  he  served  effectively  as  United 
States  commissioner.  He  also  was  district  attorney 
of  Potter  County  over  a  considerable  period;  and 
he  is  now  attorney  for  the  borough  of  Coudersport. 
During  the  World  War  period,  he  had  charge  of 
the  draft  board  for  Potter  County.  Aside  from  his 
legal  and  civic  interests,  too,  Mr.  Stebbins  has  al¬ 
ways  been  an  active  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  In  all  his  work  and  in  all  the 
varied  activities  of  his  career,  he  has  proven  his 
distinctive  abilities  as  a  lawyer  and  a  worthy  public 
servant;  and  his  position  is,  as  a  result,  one  of  out¬ 
standing  leadership  among  his  fellowmen. 

Frederick  A.  Stebbins  married,  on  April  15,  1912, 
Florence  Keck.  By  this  marriage  there  were  born 
two  children:  Louise  and  Eugenia. 


GEORGE  WALTER  FIN K — O utstanding  in 
public  affairs,  a  leader  of  his  community,  and  former 
burgess  thereof,  Mr.  Fink  had  a  long  and  replete 
career,  filled  with  accomplishment,  first  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  then  as  head  of  the  insurance  business  which 
he  directed  until  the  close  of  life.  The  sum  total 
of  his  activities,  taken  together,  make  his  memory 
worthy  of  an  honored  place  in  the  history  of  Punxsu- 
tawney  and  such  is  the  place  it  occupies,  in  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  those  left  behind. 

Born  in  Oliver  Township,  August  24,  1857,  he 
was  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  and  hence  was  in 
close  contact  with  Punxsutawney  from  the  years  of 
childhood.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  and 
twenty-three  of  his  years  were  spent  in  residence  in 
the  city  of  his  major  works  and  public  leadership. 
His  death  occurred  on  October  19,  1926. 

The  family  to  which  he  belonged  has  been  rep¬ 
resented  long  in  the  Commonwealth,  its  Pennsylvania 
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progenitors  having  settled  early  in  Jefferson  County. 
Many  of  the  family  have  engaged  in  farming,  and 
each  generation  has  produced  worthy  citizens,  pro¬ 
gressively  active  in  their  various  lines  of  endeavor. 
Mr.  Fink’s  parents  were  Frederick  and  Magdalena 
(Graitge)  Fink,  and  his  father  operated  a  lucrative 
farm,  in  Oliver  Township.  He,  too,  was  a  leader  of 
his  place  and  period;  the  men  of  the  countryside 
looked  toward  him  for  counsel  in  their  matters  of 
importance,  in  business  and  in  civic  questions. 

Reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  George  Walter  Fink 
attended  the  schools  of  Oliver  Township  and  later 
Duff’s  Iron  City  College  at  Pittsburgh.  He  had  a 
sound  academic  instruction,  and  throughout  his  life 
he  was  a  close  observer,  a  wide  reader,  and  became  a 
man  unusually  well  educated.  Until  he  was  forty-six 
years  of  age,  his  principal  business  consisted  in  farm¬ 
ing,  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  did  well  at  agricul¬ 
ture,  having  a  keen  understanding  of  the  scientific 
system  of  farming,  and  long  before  he  came  to  make 
his  home  and  business  in  Punxsutawney  he  was 
regarded  as  a  successful  man  of  affairs,  looked  to 
for  advice  and  counsel  by  those  around  him. 

In  1903  he  moved  into  the  city  and  formed  an 
association  with  the  late  A.  C.  Robinson,  with  whom 
he  carried  on  a  combined  undertaking  and  furni¬ 
ture  business;  but  this  did  not  satisfy  him,  and 
shortly  after  this  he  disposed  of  his  interest,  to  Mr. 
Robinson,  and  entered  the  general  fire  insurance 
business.  Here  he  became  associated  with  Lex  N. 
Mitchell,  and  he  remained  the  active  directing  head 
of  the  fire  insurance  agency  until  his  death,  when  Mr. 
Fink  took  into  the  company  another  partner,  Walter 
E.  Morris,  lawyer,  later  district  attorney  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  County.  As  one  newspaper  said  of  this  busi¬ 
ness,  when  Mr.  Fink  died:  “The  lucrative  business 
enjoyed  by  the  firm  was  a  testimonial  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  residents  of  the  city  in  the  head  of 
the  firm.” 

Although  Mr.  Fink  devoted  himself  closely  to  the 
ramified  details  and  contacts  of  the  fire  insurance 
agency,  he  contrived  throughout  his  residence  here 
to  participate  in  outside  movements  of  interest  to 
the  people,  as  a  public-spirited  civic  factor.  Nomi¬ 
nally  a  Democrat,  in  reality  he  always  supported  the 
candidate  whom  he  considered  most  suitably  fitted 
for  the  office  in  question,  and  constantly  bore  in 
mind  the  question  of  elections  on  the  welfare  of  the 
city  as  a  whole.  The  Democrats  have  never  been 
strong  in  Punxsutawney;  only  one  Democratic  mayor 
had  been  elected,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1913,  friends 
placed  the  name  of  Mr.  Fink  on  the  ballot  as  the 
party’s  choice  for  burgess.  His  own  wishes  were 
violated,  when  this  was  done;  he  had  no  actual  wish 
to  run  for  the  office,  himself  believing  he  could  not 
win.  However,  he  knew  he  could  give  the  charge  a 
good  administration,  and  when  the  filing  was  done, 
he  stood  for  it,  yet  did  nothing  for  himself  in  the 
succeeding  campaign.  Elected,  he  looked  at  this 
election  as  burgess  as  an  opportunity  to  be  of  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  people;  and  so  took  office  in  January,  1914. 
He  served,  with  credit  to  self  and  the  community, 
for  four  years.  In  the  course  of  his  career  also  he 
served  as  member  of  the  borough’s  council,  and  as 
member  of  the  board  of  school  directors.  The  lat¬ 
ter  post  was  his  when  he  was  elected  burgess. 

Mr.  Fink  married,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Emma  Fink, 
survives  him,  continuing  to  make  her  residence  in 
Punxsutawney.  They  had  two  daughters;  one  is 
married,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Kirkwood,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
and  Virginia  Fink  is  at  home  with  her  mother.  Trib¬ 


utes  to  Mr.  Fink’s  useful  life  and  works  were  numer¬ 
ous,  rising  spontaneously  from  the  circles  in  which 
he  had  been  active,  and  in  which  his  friends  were 
many.  The  newspapers  concurred  in  the  universal 
expression  of  loss  which  ruled  all  the  city  and  one 
of  them  said  in  part  as  follows,  in  conclusion: 

A  man  of  gigantic  stature,  being  nearly  six  feet 
three  inches  in  height  and  weighing  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  he  had  been  a  familiar  figure  in 
Punxsutawney  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 

Deliberate  of  speech,  a  real  philosopher  who  looked 
always  upon  the  bright  side  of  life ;  charitable,  loath 
to  speak  unkindly  of  anyone,  a  lover  of  children ; 
progressive,  and  a  citizen  in  whom  the  entire  commu¬ 
nity  held  pride,  his  death  is  widely  and  sincerely 
mourned. 

He  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  and 
worker  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
this  city,  serving  that  church  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  and  as  treasurer. 

Of  recent  years  he  had  attended  the  German  Lu¬ 
theran  Church. 

In  his  passing  the  community,  as  a  whole,  lost  a 
friend,  a  useful,  forward-looking  citizen  and  leader; 
and  the  character  and  accomplishments  of  his  life¬ 
time  will  be  preserved  by  those  surviving  him. 


JOHN  HENRY  CARTWRIGHT— Engaged  in¬ 
dependently  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Ridgway, 
Pennsylvania,  and  prominent  in  the  civic  and  social 
life  of  this  community,  John  Henry  Cartwright  holds 
a  place  of  leadership  and  esteem  among  his  fellow- 
men  in  this  part  of  this  great  Commonwealth.  There 
is  almost  no  branch  of  local  or  State  life  in  which 
he  is  not  interested;  and  his  whole-hearted  enthu¬ 
siasm  is  a  spur  to  many  a  worthy  enterprise. 

Mr.  Cartwright  was  born  in  Brockport,  Elk 
County,  this  State,  on  September  28,  1899,  son  of 
Richard  A.  and  Minnie  J.  (Kline)  Cartwright.  His 
father,  a  native  of  New  York,  is  a  coal  mining 
operator,  president  of  the  Clawson  Chemical  Com¬ 
pany,  and  president  of  the  Viking  Metal  Products 
Company.  The  mother  is  a  native  of  Allentown, 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  five  children:  1.  Edward 
D.,  who  is  now  deceased.  2.  Richard  E.,  of  Shef¬ 
field,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Anna  E.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  M.  W.  Kneedler,  M.  D.,  a  physician  of  Belle¬ 
vue,  Pennsylvania.  4.  John  H.,  of  this  review.  5* 
Robert  M.,  of  Ridgway. 

Early  a  student  in  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  H.  Cartwright,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
record,  was  graduated  in  1920  from  Ridgway  High 
School.  He  entered  then  Lafayette  College  at  Easton, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1924  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.  He  went  then  to  the  Dickin¬ 
son  Law  School,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1928 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  that  same 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State,  and 
began  practice  with  Byron  F.  Ely.  Scarcely  had  he 
begun  his  professional  work,  however,  when  his  part¬ 
ner  died  on  June  17,  1929,  after  which  time  Mr. 
Cartwright  was  independently  engaged  in  legal  prac¬ 
tice.  And  so  he  continues  today,  rendering  valuable 
service  in  his  chosen  profession  and  in  the  different 
realms  of  civic  life  in  which  he  has  become  inter¬ 
ested  or  in  which  co-workers  have  reached  out  to 
him  for  help  or  cooperation. 

Mr.  Cartwright  practices  in  all  the  courts  of  Elk 
County,  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Federal  Court  of  the  West  and  Mid¬ 
dle  districts.  He  is  affiliated,  in  the  fraternal  world, 
with  Elk  Lodge,  No.  379,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  Elk  Chapter,  No.  230,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 


1 12 


PENNSYLVANIA 


the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Elk  County 
Country  Club  as  well  as  with  the  college  fraternity 
of  Sigma  Chi,  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days. 
He  is  connected,  in  his  religious  affiliation,  with  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Into  all  of  these 
groups  and  the  phases  of  Ridgway  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  life  that  they  represent,  he  has  regularly  put 
his  best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of  devotion, 
with  the  result  that  he  is  widely  esteemed  and  highly 
regarded  by  his  fellowmen. 

John  H.  Cartwright  married,  on  September  5, 
1929,  Margaret  I.  McQuone,  daughter  of  M.  H. 
and  Mary  (Caufield)  McQuone  of  Brockway,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Cartwright  is 
a  registered  nurse  and  practiced  her  profession  be¬ 
fore  marriage.  M.  H.  McQuone  is  a  native  of  Elk 
County,  his  wife  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  from  which 
she  came  to  the  United  States,  when  young.  They 
live  at  Brockway,  Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM  SMITH  RIAL— A  member  of  an  old 
American  family  of  Scotch  origin,  dating  back  to 
Colonial  days,  Mr.  Rial  is  a  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Westmoreland  County.  Here,  at  the 
county  seat,  Greensburg,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  for  more  than  three  decades.  His 
professional  standing  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
enjoys  a  large  and  important  practice  and  has  also 
served  several  times  in  important  public  offices  of  a 
legal  nature.  In  this  respect,  as  through  his  free 
participation  in  other  phases  of  the  community’s 
life,  he  maintains  a  long  established  family  tradition 
of  unselfish  and  patriotic  public  spirit.  Mr.  Rial 
ranks  as  one  of  the  most  representative,  most  sub¬ 
stantial  and  most  useful  citizens  of  Greensburg  and 
of  Westmoreland  County. 

The  Rials  of  Westmoreland  County  descend  from 
David  Rial,  born  in  Scotland,  who  came  to  the 
Colony  of  New  Jersey  and  there  died,  August  1, 
1780.  One  of  his  sons,  Isaac  Rial,  born  in  Somerset 
County,  New  Jersey,  about  1766,  went  West  after 
the  Revolutionary  War  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  settling 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  where  he  died  in  March, 
1837.  He  served  with  New  Jersey  troops  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  was  a  man  of  excellent  repu¬ 
tation.  He  married  Ann  Devore,  of  French  descent, 
and  they  had  several  children.  One  of  the  sons  of 
Isaac  and  Ann  (Devore)  Rial  was  John  (1)  Rial, 
born  in  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey,  October  6, 
1807,  who  in  1818  came  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  in 
Washington  County,  near  Monongahela  City.  In 
1835  he  married  Mary  Ann  Zook,  daughter  of  Solo¬ 
mon  Zook,  a  native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  but  then 
living  in  Washington  County.  John  Rial  died  in  1847, 
his  wife  surviving  him  until  August  4,  1884,  when 
she  died  in  Reynolds  County,  Missouri.  They  had 
four  children:  1.  Mary,  who  married  Robert  D. 
Clark,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Catherine, 
who  married  Joseph  Miller,  of  Van  Wert  County, 
Ohio.  3.  Elizabeth,  who  married  H.  C.  Cloud,  of 
Missouri.  4.  John,  of  whom  further. 

John  (2)  Rial,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
article  and  the  only  son  of  John  (1)  and  Mary  Ann 
(Zook)  Rial,  was  born  in  Perry  Township,  St.  Law¬ 
rence  County,  Ohio,  June  10,  1842.  He  was  but  five 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  until  he  was 
eighteen  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  home  of  an  Eng¬ 
lishman  named  Cole  who  gave  him  the  advantages  of 
a  public  school  education.  He  enlisted  on  June  1, 
1861,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  as  a  private  of  Com¬ 
pany  B.  4th  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  his 


captain,  H.  B.  Banning,  afterward  serving  in  Con¬ 
gress  from  Ohio.  The  4th  Ohio  was  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  with  his  command  Mr. 
Rial  saw  three  years  of  hard  service.  He  fought 
under  Burnside  at  Fredericksburg,  under  Hooker  at 
Chancellorsville,  and  in  compensation  for  those  two 
defeats  fought  with  Meade  at  Gettysburg  and  shared 
in  the  glory  of  that  victory.  He  was  in  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness  down  to  the  battle  of  Cold  Har¬ 
bor  and  there  was  badly  wounded  by  a  minie  ball 
which  shattered  his  knee.  When  taken  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  it  was  found  the  wound  was  of  such  a  serious 
nature  that  amputation  offered  the  only  chance  of 
life.  He  remained  in  the  hospital  and  finally  re¬ 
covered  his  health,  and  on  July  5,  1865,  he  was  dis¬ 
charged,  but  with  the  loss  of  his  right  leg.  His 
term  of  service  had  expired,  June  21,  1864,  and  on 
that  date  he  had  been  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service,  but  had  been  kept  in  the  hospital  until 
cured.  After  the  war,  Mr.  Rial  learned  telegraphy 
in  Philadelphia,  and  on  November  4,  1867,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  the  Western  Union  office  at 
West  Newton,  Westmoreland  County,  a  position  he 
most  capably  filled  for  twenty  years.  In  1888,  he 
was  nominated  for  prothonotary  of  Westmoreland 
County  carrying  both  the  primary  and  the  general 
election  by  good  majorities.  He  was  inducted  into  the 
office,  January  7,  1889,  and  served  the  county  most 
efficiently  for  a  term  of  three  years.  From  boyhood 
on  he  was  a  Republican  and  never  wavered  in  his 
allegiance.  He  worked  for  party  success  and  for  the 
spread  of  Republican  principles,  while  as  a  public 
official  he  was  straightforward  and  honorable,  win¬ 
ning  the  regard  of  men  irrespective  of  party.  After 
his  term  of  public  service  he  engaged  in  farming 
near  Greensburg,  but  when  he  had  passed  the  age  at 
which  most  men  seek  retirement  from  active  duties 
he  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in  Oklahoma,  remain¬ 
ing  there  more  or  less  for  ten  years,  during  which 
time  his  efforts  were  attended  with  more  than  an 
average  degree  of  success  in  that  uncertain  busi¬ 
ness.  While  in  Boynton,  Oklahoma,  in  1917.  he  was 
suddenly  taken  ill  with  heart  trouble,  and,  though 
attended  by  the  kindest  of  friends,  he  expired  a^  few 
hours  after  his  son,  William  S.  Rial,  reached  his 
bedside.  His  body  was  brought  home  and  interred 
in  the  St.  Clair  Cemetery,  March  4,  1917.  Mr.  Rial 
lived  a  very  active  life  when  one  considers  that  he 
was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  a  very  early 
age;  that  he  entered  the  Union  Army  when  nineteen 
years  old,  and  came  from  the  service  badly  crippled 
four  years  later;  that  he  took  up  telegraphy  because 
his  physical  disability  prevented  him  from  engaging 
in  more  active  pursuits,  and  that  after  all  this  was 
actively  engaged  in  various  enterprises  in  Kansas, 
West  Virginia,  Ohio  and  Oklahoma.  Yet  in  his  own 
mind  he  seemed  to  take  more  delight  in  the  fact  that, 
while  he  was  in  the  railroad  service,  he  trained  for 
actual  service  a  number  of  young  men  who  rose  to 
high  place  in  railroad  circles.  He  affiliated  with  his 
army  comrades  in  Joe  Markle  Post,  No.  57,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  also  belonged  to  Union 
Veteran  Encampment  No.  5.  His  religious  affiliations 
were  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  (2)  Rial  married,  October  22,  1874,  Lizzie 
M.  Smith,  daughter  of  William  T.  Smith,  of  West 
Newton,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  William  Smith,  of  whom  further; 
David  W.;  Mary  E.;  George  A.;  James  H.;  Eliza 
S.;  Robert  Foster;  and  Joseph  Chapman. 

William  Smith  Rial,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Lizzie 
M.  (Smith)  Rial,  was  born  at  West  Newton,  Penn- 
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sylvania,  July  14,  1876.  He  was  educated  in  the 
West  Newton  and  Greensburg  public  schools,  the 
Greensburg  Seminary,  and  the  Western  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  now  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
He  read  law  with  the  late  Major  Edward  B.  Mc¬ 
Cormick  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  May  12,  1901, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession,  at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland 
County,  with  offices  in  recent  years  in  the  Huff 
Building.  Mr.  Rial  served  one  term  as  assistant  dis¬ 
trict  attorney,  later  was  county  solicitor  and  chairman 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  During  the 
World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the  selective  serv¬ 
ice  board,  division  No.  1,  of  Westmoreland  County. 
He  is  editor  of  the  “Westmoreland  Law  Journal”; 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  governance 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of 
eleven  members  of  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court 
along  the  lines  of  the  inns  of  court  among  British 
barristers  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  ethics 
and  discipline  of  the  legal  profession;  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  for  the  Thirty-ninth  Senatorial 
District  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Hon.  John  E.  Kunkle;  and  during  that  time  was 
appointed  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Public 
Service  Investigation  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  various  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies. 

On  July  5,  1905,  William  Smith  Rial  married 
Evelyn  Garwood,  and  the  following  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  John,  Elizabeth  M.,  William  S., 
Jr.,  Edith  G.,  Richard  C.,  Albert  Weimer  and 
Robert  H.  _ _ 

LAWRENCE  L.  LATHROP,  D.  D.  S.— For 

the  last  ten  years  Dr.  Lathrop  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  dentistry, 
at  Emporium,  the  county  seat  of  Cameron  County. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  known  dental  surgeons  in  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  high  professional 
standing  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  is  a  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Northern  Dental  Association.  Though  his 
professional  activities  have  always  required  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  major  share  of  his  time  and  attention,  Dr. 
Lathrop  has  not  permitted  them  to  absorb  him  to 
the  exclusion  of  other  interests.  Indeed,  he  has  al¬ 
ways  taken  a  very  active  part  in  all  worth  while 
phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  has  served  as 
chief  burgess  of  the  borough.  For  many  years  he  has 
also  been  prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs.  Dr. 
Lathrop’s  position  in  the  community  is  one  of  im¬ 
portance  and  influence  and  he  enjoys  to  the  fullest 
extent  possible  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

Lawrence  L.  Lathrop  was  born  at  Keating  Sum¬ 
mit,  August  31,  1897,  a  son  of  the  late  Edgar  R.  and 
Ida  (Van  Alta)  Lathrop,  both  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  both  now  deceased.  His  father,  who  was 
master  mechanic  for  the  Emporium  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  died  in  August,  1930,  while  his  mother  died  in 
December,  1926.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  R.  Lathrop 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Edna,  who  mar¬ 
ried  A.  T.  Donlavey,  of  Olean,  New  York.  2.  Lena, 
the  widow  of  T.  E.  Bodine,  of  Jamestown,  New 
York.  3.  Charles  G.,  a  resident  of  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  4.  Flavia,  who  married  E.  B.  Ray  of  At¬ 
lanta,  Georgia.  5.  Dr.  Claire  Helen,  who  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1923  and 
who  is  now  associated  with  her  brother  in  his  work 


as  a  dental  surgeon.  6.  Lawrence  L.,  of  whom 
further. 

Dr.  Lathrop  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Emporium  and 
was  graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in  1915. 
He  then  spent  one  year  with  the  Aetna  Explosives 
Company  at  Emporium  and  after  that  another  year 
with  the  British  Explosives  Company  at  Toronto, 
Canada.  Returning  home  at  the  end  of  this  period, 
he  entered  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  took  up 
the  study  of  dentistry,  being  graduated  from  that 
institution’s  dental  school  with  the  degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1921.  Ever  since  then  he 
has  been  successfully  established  in  the  practice  of 
dental  surgery  at  Emporium.  During  the  World 
War  he  attended  one  of  the  officers’  training  camps. 
The  extent  to  which  Dr.  Lathrop  enjoys  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  they  elected  him  to  the  highest  office  within 
their  gift,  that  of  chief  burgess,  which  he  has  filled 
with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency  and  conscien¬ 
tiousness.  For  many  years  prominently  active  in 
Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a  member  of  the  various  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies,  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second 
degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and,  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  related,  a  past  president  of  the  Northern 
Dental  Association. 

Dr.  Lathrop  married  Eunice  Diehl,  by  which  mar¬ 
riage  he  is  the  father  of  three  children:  Lawrence 
L.,  Jr.,  Elinore  L.  and  Charles  E.  Lathrop. 


CHARLES  WESTER— Though  a  native  of 
Sweden,  Charles  Wester  came  to  the  United  States 
in  early  life  and  claimed  this  country  as  his  home 
during  many  years  of  active  and  useful  effort.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  will  and  fine  character  who 
devoted  himself  to  farming.  He  met  the  duties  and 
obligations  which  life  brought  him  without  shirking 
and  won  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated. 

Mr.  Wester  was  born  on  June  7,  1854,  a  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  Wester,  his  father  a  flour  mill 
operator  in  his  native  Sweden.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  receiving  special 
training  in  music  and  voice,  and  until  the  end  of  his 
life  always  retained  his  love  for  music. 

Coming  to  the  United  States  in  young  manhood, 
Mr.  Wester  settled  at  Maysville,  New  York,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  until  the  time  of  his 
retirement.  He  was  fond  of  outdoor  life,  recognizing 
its  value  in  building  character  and  manhood,  and 
preferred  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits 
rather  than  enter  commerce  or  industry. 

On  July  20,  1899,  at  Westfield,  New  York,  he 
married  Mrs.  Sarah  (Plyler)  McCall,  widow  of  Eli 
McCall  (q.  v.),  and  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Plyler.  They  took  up  his  residence  on  his 
farm,  where  they  lived  until  1920.  In  that  year  this 
property  was  sold  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wester  then 
returned  to  Sligo,  Pennsylvania,  where  Mrs.  Wester 
had  made  her  home  with  her  first  husband. 

Mr.  Wester  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  faith.  He  was  a  man  of 
simple  tastes  and  habits,  reserved  and  somewhat 
reticent,  yet  nevertheless  possessing  many  warm 
friends.  His  death  on  February  15,  1930  was  widely 
mourned. 
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ELI  McCALL— In  an  active  career  tragically  cut 
short  by  early  death,  Eli  McCall  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  respected  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  at  Sligo,  in  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  agricultural 
pursuits  met  with  prosperity  and  success.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  also  connected  with  the  oil 
industry,  but  it  was  not  until  after  his  death  that  oil 
and  gas  were  discovered  on  his  own  farm  and  profit¬ 
ably  developed.  Mr.  McCall’s  ability  and  energy 
would  have  made  him  successful  no  matter  what  the 
field  to  which  he  devoted  himself.  He  lived  a  useful 
life  and  leaves  behind  an  honored  name. 

Born  at  Sligo,  Pennsylvania,  in  November,  1835, 
Mr.  McCall  was  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  Mc¬ 
Call,  who  were  farmers  of  this  section.  He  was 
educated  in  local  public  schools,  and  after  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority  became  an  independent  farmer,  own¬ 
ing  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  this 
vicinity.  He  was  still  a  young  man  when  the  Civil 
War  broke  out,  and  true  to  his  principles  and  con¬ 
victions,  he  enlisted  in  his  country’s  cause,  serving 
gallantly  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
After  Lee’s  surrender  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Sligo  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death.  Mr.  McCall  became  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  this  vicinity,  and  during  the 
winter  months,  when  the  duties  of  his  farm  were 
not  pressing,  he  was  employed  in  the  oil  fields  at 
Oil  City.  Respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  both 
for  his  ability  and  for  his  sterling  integrity  of  char¬ 
acter,  it  was  natural  that  his  services  should  be 
sought  in  the  public  interest  and  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  road  commissioner,  discharging  all 
duties  of  that  office  with  efficiency  and  success.  Mr. 
McCall  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  in  religious 
faith  was  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
public  spirit,  generous  in  his  response  to  the  calls 
made  upon  him,  whether  in  civic  affairs  or  for 
the  support  of  worthy  benevolent  institutions.  His 
circle  of  friendships  was  wide  and  he  was  always 
a  welcome  companion. 

On  July  9,  1869,  at  Rimersburg,  Pennsylvania,  Eli 
McCall  married  Sarah  Plyler,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Margaret  Plyler.  Her  father,  a  miller,  was  also 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  serving  for  eleven 
months  in  Company  I,  148th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers.  At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  the  fate 
of  the  Union  hung  in  the  balance,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  arm,  necessitating  an  amputation  and  was  no 
longer  able  to  bear  arms  in  his  country’s  defense. 
He  never  regretted  the  sacrifice  he  was  called  upon 
to  make,  however,  and  after  the  war  operated  a 
flour  mill  at  Rimersburg,  where  he  also  served  as 
road  commissioner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCall  became 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Margaret.  2.  Clin¬ 
ton.  3.  Edward  P.  4.  Mary.  Mrs.  McCall,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Sarah  Wester,  also  has  six  grandchildren 
and  four  great-grandchildren.  After  the  death  of  her 
first  husband,  she  remained  on  the  farm  with  her 
four  children  for  more  than  twenty  years.  During 
these  years  oil  and  gas  were  discovered  on  the  farm 
in  profitable  quantities,  and  she  still  owns  this  prop¬ 
erty.  Although  a  pension  is  due  her  as  the  wife  of 
a  Civil  War  veteran,  she  has  never  accepted  it  since 
she  has  had  no  need  for  it. 

Mr.  McCall  was  killed  accidentally  on  November 
18,  1879.  He  was  only  forty- four  when  his  tragic 
death  occurred  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  might  well 
have  been  spared  for  many  more  years  of  useful  life. 


To  those  who  knew  him  word  of  his  death  came  as 
a  severe  shock,  causing  wide-spread  regret  and  sor¬ 
row,  but  his  memory  will  always  remain  a  living 
presence  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  were  privileged 
to  claim  his  friendship. 


JOHN  B.  EBERHART — Distinguished  merchant 
and  leading  citizen,  John  B.  Eberhart  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  in  Punxsutawney  as  long  as  the  history  of  this 
community  is  borne  in  mind,  and  his  honored  career, 
which  meant  much  to  those  around  him  during  the 
period  of  his  active  leadership  here,  will  continue 
to  mean  much  to  generations  coming  after  him, 
because  of  its  inspiration,  the  example  of  a  worthy 
lifetime  of  effort  for  one’s  fellowmen. 

The  Eberharts  have  been  represented  in  the  State 
for  several  generations.  Each  generation  has  pro¬ 
duced  useful  men  and  women,  whose  combined  serv¬ 
ice  to  their  respective  communities  has  been  great, 
in  the  professions,  in  business,  and  in  civic  matters. 

John  B.  Eberhart  had  a  solid  background,  filled 
with  strong  attributes  of  character,  through  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  His  father,  Daniel 
W.  Eberhart,  was  a  cabinet  maker,  and  the  country¬ 
side  in  the  vicinity  of  Bellefonte  knew  him  well 
for  his  upstanding  manliness,  his  high  ideals,  his 
earnest  labors,  and  wise  counsel  to  those  in  need. 

Born  on  the  farm  near  Bellefonte,  John  B.  Eber¬ 
hart  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  the  wholesome 
atmosphere  of  agricultural  pursuits,  and  attended  the 
schools  of  his  community.  The  date  of  his  birth  was 
June  23,  1858;  he  was  three  when  the  War  Between 
the  States  had  its  outbreak;  he  was  seven  at  its  con¬ 
clusion;  and  hence,  the  school  days  that  followed 
carried  him  through  the  trying  times  of  the  Recon¬ 
struction,  which  were  felt  in  Pennsylvania,  to  some 
extent,  even  as  they  were  felt  in  the  South.  He  went 
through  hard  times,  saw  the  country  pick  up  and 
forge  ahead,  and  when  the  time  came  he  joined  with 
the  forces  that  carried  it  ahead  to  points  and  at¬ 
tainments  then  only  dreamed  of  by  the  Nation’s 
economic  factors.  As  a  young  man  he  left  the  home 
farm  to  learn  the  milling  trade,  at  Bellefonte.  Go¬ 
ing  then  to  Benezette,  he  entered  business  there  as 
a  merchant,  and  obtained  the  fine  groundwork  of 
experience  on  which  he  based  his  later  calculations, 
and  on  which,  therefrom,  was  based  his  ultimate 
considerable  success,  as  a  dominant  mercantile  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  Punxsutawney  area  of  the  State. 

For  thirteen  years  he  engaged  as  merchant  in  Bene¬ 
zette.  Then  he  removed  to  Ridgway,  and  continued 
in  the  merchandising  trade  for  three  years.  His 
next  move  was  his  last  one,  to  Punxsutawney;  and 
this  came  about  in  a  curious  manner.  He  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Fred  Morey,  a  fellow-merchant.  To¬ 
gether  they  came  to  Punxsutawney  to  study  the  field, 
and,  having  found  it  suitable,  they  set  up  a  store  in 
the  Johnson  and  Zeitler  Building  (now  occupied  by 
the  Farmers’  and  Miners’  Trust).  It  was  not,  at  the 
time,  his  intention  to  make  Punxsutawney  his  home; 
he  intended  to  return  to  Ridgway  and  continue  in 
business  there;  and  in  fact  he  did  return.  But  his 
trips  here  were  quite  frequent,  being  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  nature,  and  as  time  went  on  he  perceived  that 
the  city  was  a  good  place  in  which  to  live.  He 
brought  his  family  here,  though  not  before  he  had 
made  plans  for  what  subsequently  became  a  great 
mercantile  enterprise. 

That  was  in  1896.  Mr.  Eberhart  had  left  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  Mr.  Morey’s  charge.  He  now  took  personal 
charge  of  it,  and  in  1900,  after  four  years  on  the 
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original  site,  formed  a  company  to  build  a  special 
structure  for  the  Eberhart  store.  The  company  was 
formed,  and  it  served  its  purpose.  The  store  was 
erected  at  the  intersection  of  Mahoning  and  South 
Findley  streets,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  Eberhart  Department 
Store  then  was,  and  it  is  today,  the  largest  in  the 
city.  A  few  years  before  the  owner  retired,  the 
building  was  wholly  renovated;  the  third  floor,  which 
had  been  given  to  offices  on  lease,  was  made  a  part 
of  the  store,  housing  new  and  expanded  departments. 
The  reconstruction  of  the  building,  as  one  newspaper 
said  correctly,  “made  it  the  most  attractive  retail 
structure  in  Punxsutawney.”  Another  referred  to  it 
as  “the  most  beautiful  in  Jefferson  and  surrounding 
counties,”  and  this,  too,  was  a  fact.  Mr.  Eberhart 
gave  the  store  his  best,  in  every  way;  he  super¬ 
vised  its  policies  thoroughly,  making  the  quality  of 
goods  sold  the  highest  commensurate  with  fair  prices. 
The  people  appreciated  the  quality,  and  the  price, 
and  they  bought  increasingly  from  year  to  year, 
until  the  renovation  and  enlargement  were,  in  fact, 
made  necessary,  if  the  trade  was  to  be  continued 
suitably.  Mr.  Eberhart  was  noted  for  his  honesty. 
His  word,  and  the  word  of  the  department  store 
in  a  published  advertisement,  could  be  counted  on 
always;  and  the  respect  felt  for  him  as  a  merchant 
belonged  to  him  no  less  as  a  man.  More  and  more 
did  the  people  esteem  him,  and  at  his  retirement  his 
withdrawal  (it  was  only  partial)  was  the  signal  for 
well-wishers  from  a  broad  radius  to  extend  him 
their  congratulations  on  a  long  and  very  success¬ 
ful  enterprise,  which  now  continues  after  him,  in  a 
sense  being  a  monument  to  his  name  and  record. 

The  people  of  Punxsutawney  were  in  perfect 
accord  on  the  answer  to  the  question:  Who  is  the 
city’s  most  prominent  citizen  and  leader?  As  a 
newspaper  said  at  his  passing,  “Over  a  long  period 
of  years  he  was  the  community’s  active  leader  in  civic 
affairs.” 

Mr.  Eberhart  served  as  president  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  was 
at  the  fore  in  every  movement  to  advance  the  city’s 
interests  as  a  whole,  a  substantial  contributor  and 
indefatigable  worker  in  these  interests  from  first  to 
last.  For  more  than  a  score  of  years  he  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association — his  good  service  in  this  regard  having 
begun  with  the  building  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  headquarters.  He  was  long  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Punxsutawney  Hospital  Association, 
from  whose  service  he  resigned  only  because  of  the 
ill  health  which  forced  his  partial  withdrawal  from 
business  at  the  store;  and  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Rotary  Club,  its  second  president,  and  the  only 
honorary  member  ever  so  designated  in  the  city. 
Of  the  ten  past  presidents  of  the  Rotary  Club  at 
the  time  of  his  demise,  he  was  the  first  to  go,  and 
though  his  health  necessitated  his  absence  from  meet¬ 
ings  during  the  final  year,  he  never  lost  his  interest 
in  the  ethics  and  purpose  of  the  organization.  As  one 
has  said:  “A  man  of  exceptionally  sound  business 
judgment,  he  was  always  consulted  in  all  matters 
that  affected  the  city’s  welfare.”  And  it  may  be 
added  that  it  is  most  unusual  for  the  associates  of 
a  contemporary  ever  to  concede  in  him  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  his  city’s  outstanding  leader  in  civic 
affairs.  But  in  his  case,  as  above,  this  was  true. 
Everyone  considered  Mr.  Eberhart  the  city’s  leader; 
so  unselfish,  so  high-minded,  so  filled  with  prac¬ 
tical  vision  was  he,  that  his  support,  once  enlisted, 
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seemed  to  guarantee  the  success  of  any  movement; 
and  his  name  at  the  head  of  a  list  meant  many 
signers. 

A  quiet  man,  reserved  in  his  bearing  and  in  his 
opinions,  he  typified  the  best  of  American  citizen¬ 
ship,  and  in  his  life  was  much  to  be  admired,  much 
to  be  taken  as  an  example  by  those  around  him  and 
those  coming  after  him.  He  was  a  communicant  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  broad 
human  sympathy  made  his  support  of  the  church’s 
educational  and  charitable  campaigns  assured,  like¬ 
wise  giving  comfort  to  needy  persons  outside  his 
church,  privately  and  through  other  organizations. 
He  gave  quietly,  and  few  realized  the  extent  of  his 
gifts.  Nominally,  Mr.  Eberhart  was  a  Republican, 
yet  he  used  his  vote  to  elect  the  man  whom  he  con¬ 
sidered  best  fitted  for  the  office  in  question,  rather 
than  for  the  advancement  of  the  party  as  a  whole.  In 
other  words,  he  never  voted  blindly,  and  often  sup¬ 
ported  a  Democrat,  when  he  was  sure  the  Demo¬ 
crat  was  the  better  man.  He  was  his  happiest  when 
at  his  lifetime  work,  as  merchant,  strolling  through 
the  aisles  of  the  store,  talking  with  department  heads, 
clerks,  customers,  and  giving  his  ripened  counsel 
where  it  was  required,  always  in  a  friendly  and  con¬ 
structive  spirit.  People  worked  with  him,  not  under 
him,  and  the  loyalty  of  his  staff  was  to  him  a  con¬ 
tinued  source  of  inspiration,  confidence,  and  pleasure. 
His  happiest  hours,  also,  were  spent  in  the  home 
circle,  with  his  wife,  and  his  fine  family  of  chil¬ 
dren.  Two  of  his  sons  were  inclined  to  follow  the 
mercantile  business  he  had  established;  and  this,  too, 
was  a  pleasure  to  him,  having  his  two  sons  in  the 
store  at  his  side,  and,  when  the  time  came,  leaving  it 
to  them  to  operate  as  his  successors,  continuing  a 
mercantile  institution  under  the  family  name. 

Mr.  Eberhart  married,  at  Benezette,  Belle  Roth- 
rock,  of  that  community,  on  May  19,  1881;  and  of 
this  union  were  born  six  sons,  three  of  whom,  with 
their  mother,  survive  their  father.  Joseph,  Lawrence 
and  Charles  Eberhart  predeceased  him;  Arthur  and 
Lorraine  Eberhart  are  now  in  charge  of  the  Eber¬ 
hart  Department  Store,  and  Merrill  Eberhart  is 
manager  of  the  Eberhart  Poultry  Farm,  near  Punx¬ 
sutawney.  Mrs.  Eberhart  continues  to  reside  in 
Punxsutawney. 

Seventy-three  at  his  passing,  Mr.  Eberhart  died, 
in  Punxsutawney,  city  of  his  mercantile  and  citizen¬ 
ship  preeminence,  August  10,  1931.  With  Mrs.  Eber¬ 
hart,  only  a  few  months  before,  he  had  observed 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.  Tributes  extended 
in  his  memory  came  from  scores,  even  from  hun¬ 
dreds  of  persons;  the  press  of  a  wide  area  joined 
with  its  encomiums;  and  though  he  is  gone  from 
his  lifetime’s  work,  the  accomplishments  that  were 
his  live  on. 


ARTHUR  G.  PHILLIPS— A  long  and  active  life 
devoted  to  various  enterprises  of  merit  won  Arthur 
G.  Phillips  a  position  of  substantial  success  and  re¬ 
spect.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  energy  and  great  ability 
who  prospered  in  every  field  to  which  he  turned  and 
made  his  life  of  benefit  to  those  about  him. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  Richmond  Township, 
near  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  on  May  4,  1854,  a  son 
of  Ananias  and  Julia  Phillips.  His  father,  a  pros¬ 
perous  farmer,  was  known  as  one  of  the  progressive 
residents  of  the  Meadville  section,  owning  and  operat¬ 
ing  the  Academy  Theatre  and  holding  a  part  interest 
in  the  Independent  Dry  Goods  Company.  In  addi- 
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tion,  he  held  extensive  oil  properties  in  this  and 
other  states. 

Arthur  G.  Phillips  received  his  educational  train¬ 
ing  in  the  grammar  schools  and  high  school  of  his 
native  county.  One  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  he 
was  brought  up  on  the  farm;  but  while  appreciating 
the  value  of  farm  training  both  for  physical  vigor 
and  solid  character,  it  did  not  seem  to  him  to  offer 
much  opportunity  for  the  future.  Accordingly  at  a 
comparatively  early  age  he  left  the  farm  and  set  out  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  In  the  finest  sense 
of  the  term,  he  was  a  self-made  man,  being  both  the 
architect  and  builder  of  his  own  fortune.  As  a  young 
man,  Mr.  Phillips  settled  in  East  Bradford,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  later 
moved  to  Mt.  Jewett,  McKean  County,  where  he  be¬ 
came  the  proprietor  of  a  local  amusement  house.  He 
also  conducted  a  meat  market  and  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  there.  His  strong  determination  and 
iron  will  carried  him  to  success  and  the  soundness  of 
his  judgment  was  indicated  by  the  fact  that  all  his 
various  ventures  prospered.  In  the  early  1890’s  Mr. 
Phillips  went  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  buying  of  oil  leases  and  in  drilling  and  develop¬ 
ment  work  in  the  Chelsea  oil  field.  He  continued  to 
live  at  Chelsea  until  1904.  Success  crowned  his 
efforts  in  the  oil  industry  from  the  first  and  by  hard 
work  and  consistent  effort  he  amassed  a  considerable 
fortune.  About  1904  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
taking  up  his  residence  at  Meadville,  his  boyhood 
home,  where  his  activities  centered  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Phillips  proved  himself  a  valuable  and  progres¬ 
sive  citizen.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged 
in  Meadville  in  the  dry  goods  and  clothing  business 
and  also  operated  a  theatre  here.  Later  he  became 
interested  in  real  estate,  developing  South  Meadville 
Realty,  a  tract  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres 
which  he  sub-divided  and  sold  in  lots  for  home  build¬ 
ing  and  residential  purposes.  His  soundness  of  judg¬ 
ment  was  again  evidenced  in  this  enterprise  and  his 
estimate  of  property  trends  and  values  proved  en¬ 
tirely  reliable.  Mr.  Phillips  also  published  “The 
Messenger,”  a  local  paper,  for  some  little  time,  but 
eventually  discontinued  it. 

Apart  from  his  own  business  connections,  Mr. 
Phillips  was  always  ready  to  perform  the  duties  of 
good  citizenship  and  to  meet  the  obligations  which 
devolved  upon  him  by  reason  of  his  position  in  the 
community.  He  was  a  generous  contributor  to  all 
worthy  causes,  a  friend  to  those  in  need  and  a  citi¬ 
zen  whose  constructive  vision  was  always  of  value 
to  his  fellows.  He  was  an  active  Methodist,  help¬ 
ing  in  all  church  work.  He  attended  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Meadville,  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Men’s  Bible  Class  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  faithful  in  attendance  so  long  as  his  health 
permitted.  He  helped  to  build  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Mt.  Jewett,  in  which  church  he  was  a  member, 
which  membership  he  retained  throughout  his  life, 
and  purchased  the  bell  to  complete  the  building  of 
the  church.  Through  all  his  life  he  remained  a 
believing  Christian  and  an  active  worker  for  the 
cause  of  Christ.  Mr.  Phillips  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  although  he  never  cared  to  enter  public 
life,  he  gave  his  support  and  influence  to  all  progres¬ 
sive  moments  in  the  public  interest.  Personally,  he 
was  a  man  of  quiet  and  retiring  tastes.  He  loved 
nature  and  delighted  to  visit  the  broad  acres  of  the 
farm  on  Liberty  Street  Extension  of  which  he  was 
part  owner.  Here  he  inspected  the  live  stock,  looked 
after  the  planting  of  the  fields  and  the  gathering  of 
the  crops  at  the  proper  season,  and  spent  many  happy 


hours  among  the  flowers  and  plants  of  his  fine  gar¬ 
dens.  Mr.  Phillips  was  affiliated  fraternally  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  June  5,  1876,  near  Meadville,  Arthur  G.  Phil¬ 
lips  married  Dora  Willey,  daughter  of  John  and 
Annie  (Roberts)  Willey.  Mrs.  Phillips  died  in  1914. 
Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Wood- 
ley  G.,  of  Chelsea,  Oklahoma.  2.  Anita,  of  Mead¬ 
ville,  who  lived  with  her  father  there  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Phillips  died  on  April  8,  1925,  a  few  weeks 
before  the  completion  of  his  seventy-first  year.  In 
helping  to  create  the  prosperity  of  those  communities 
in  which  he  lived,  he  justly  shared  in  the  rewards, 
but  his  success  was  never  achieved  at  the  expense 
of  honor  and  he  gave  his  constant  allegiance  to  the 
highest  principles  of  thought  and  conduct.  To  those 
about  him  he  was  always  generous,  considerate  and 
kind.  His  friendship  was  valued  and  he  will  be  re¬ 
membered  with  affectionate  regard  by  all  those  who 
were  privileged  to  know  him. 


HENDERSON  JtDHN  McKINLY  —  Coming 

from  an  ancestry  which  was  always  noted  for  its 
love  of  land,  it  is  but  natural  that  Henderson  John 
McKinly,  of  Clintonville,  Pennsylvania,  should  be¬ 
come  a  landowner  as  soon  as  was  possible,  and  so 
far  as  his  other  large  interests  permitted  farmed  an 
extensive  average  to  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
fondness  of  the  soil  and  of  its  possession  proved 
advantageous  for  his  holdings  were  large  when 
petroleum  was  discovered  under  his  property,  and 
this  reservoir  tapped  by  wells.  He  was  also  a  civil 
engineer  by  profession  and  the  Venango  County 
Surveyor  for  many  years. 

Mr.  McKinly  was  a  native  of  Clintonville,  born 
May  20,  i860,  and  died  there  November  10,  1922. 
He  attended  the  local  public  schools  but  as  a  lad 
went  to  work  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
In  the  best  meaning  of  the  word  he  was  a  self-edu¬ 
cated  and  self-made  man,  and  did  a  job  which  was 
the  admiration  of  his  friends  and  associates.  He 
knew  books  and  men  and  life;  was  one  of  the  best 
informed  of  men,  read  widely  and  studied  hard  any 
subject  which  interested  him.  He  was  almost  2i 
wholly  self-taught  civil  engineer,  and  was  one  held 
in  high  esteem  by  his  professional  colleagues.  His 
long  retention  in  office  as  the  county  engineer,  is 
of  itself  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  his  ability  and 
skill. 

Farming  was  his  first  love  and  throughout  his  life 
he  was  an  informed  and  able  agriculturist  and  horti¬ 
culturist.  He  did  not  go  about  the  cultivation  of 
his  estates  in  any  haphazard  fashion,  but  gave  his 
attention  to  each  problem  which  arose  with  the  same 
care  that  he  gave  to  engineering  or  finance.  That 
oil  lay  under  his  property  was  the  chance  of  Nature, 
although  he  must  be  credited  with  purchasing,  acre¬ 
ages  with  some  knowledge  that  the  possibilities  of 
oil  production  inhered  in  their  location.  Wells  were 
sunk,  and  petroleum  production  has  gone  on  for 
years.  If  he  profited  thereby  he  also  was  generous 
in  sharing  the  results  of  his  good  fortune  with  those 
who  were  needy.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Clinton¬ 
ville  Bank,  and  financially  interested  in  a  variety  of 
enterprises.  But  Mr.  McKinly  lived  on  his  farm  and 
was  happy.  It  is  a  strange  thing  that  some  premoni¬ 
tion  of  death  came  to  him  several  months  before  it 
happened,  for  shortly  before  his  passing  he  built  a 
pleasant  residence  in  Clintonville,  so  that  his  wife 
might  not  be  called  upon  to  live  alone  outside  the 
town  should  any  thing  happen  suddenly  to  him.  They 
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were  hardly  settled  in  their  new  home  before  Death 
called  him.  He  was  a  man  of  character  and  nobility, 
one  who  had  the  gift  of  comradeship  and  had  a 
multitude  of  close  friends  and  intimates.  He  was  a 
good  citizen,  a  Republican  in  his  politics,  but  was 
never  interested  in  the  holding  of  public  office.  He 
was,  however,  for  several  years  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
For  many  years,  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Clintonville  Presbyterian  Church,  and  active  in 
its  work  not  only  as  members  but  as  genuinely  de¬ 
voted  Christians. 


FRED  L.  WEBSTER — Widely  known  in  Potter 
and  Cameron  counties,  Mr.  Webster  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  since 
his  early  youth.  A  resident  of  Emporium,  Cameron 
County,  for  the  last  three  decades,  Mr.  Webster  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  business 
men  of  this  town,  of  which  he  has  been  postmaster 
for  some  eight  years.  He  is  also  prominently  active 
in  fraternal  affairs  and,  indeed,  in  every  respect  ranks 
as  one  of  the  representative  and  substantial  citizens 
of  Emporium. 

Fred  L.  Webster  was  born  in  Potter  County,  Jan¬ 
uary  4,  1880,  a  son  of  Marcus  and  Mary  (English) 
Webster,  both  now  deceased.  His  father  was  a  well- 
known  merchant.  Mr.  Webster  was  an  only  child  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  As  a  young 
man  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
in  Potter  County.  In  1902  he  came  to  Cameron 
County  and  ever  since  then  he  has  been  a  resident 
and  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Emporium. 
Since  1923  he  has  served  as  postmaster  of  Emporium, 
in  which  office  he  has  shown  himself  a  very  capable, 
efficient  and  faithful  public  official,  filling  the  office 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  whole  community. 
He  was  appointed  by  President  Harding  and  reap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Coolidge  in  1928.  For  many 
years  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Coudersport  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Jappa  Temple  of  Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Webster  married,  August  24,  1924,  Elsie 
Sinsabaugh,  like  himself  a  native  of  Potter  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  have  no  children. 


WILLIAM  DOUGLAS  SHIELDS— A  native 
and  a  lifelong  resident  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania, 
the  late  William  Douglas  Shields  was  prominently 
identified  throughout  his  entire  career  with  the  lumber, 
oil  and  gas  industries.  He  met  with  marked  success 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  being  a  man  of  uncommon 
business  and  executive  ability.  Many  of  his  activities 
contributed  materially  to  the  economic  development 
of  his  native  region,  where  he  was  long  recognized 
as  a  truly  representative,  useful  and  public-spirited 
citizen.  At  one  time  he  took  a  very  active  and  effec¬ 
tive  part  in  public  life,  rendering  important  services 
to  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  House  of  Representatives  during  a  crucial 
period  in  the  State’s  political  history.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  sportsman  and  possessed  many  fine  qual¬ 
ities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart,  which  made  it  easy 
for  him  to  make  and  just  as  easy  to  keep  friends. 

William  Douglas  Shields  was  born  at  Clarington, 
Forest  County,  May  18,  1858.  a  son  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Winlack)  Shields.  The  greater  part  of  his 
life  was  spent  in  his  native  town,  but  during  the  last 


ten  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  a  resident  of 
Brookville,  Jefferson  County.  As  a  young  man  Mr. 
Shields  became  identified  with  the  lumber,  oil  and 
gas  industries,  with  different  phases  of  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  connected  during  the  balance  of  his 
career.  He  achieved  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
very  capable  and  far-seeing  business  man  and  execu¬ 
tive.  At  one  time  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
Mr.  Shields  specialized  in  the  drilling  of  gas  wells, 
which  work  he  undertook  on  contract  and  in  which 
he  met  with  outstanding  success.  During  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life  Mr.  Shields  maintained  membership 
in  several  fraternal  organizations,  but  later  he  with¬ 
drew  from  all  of  them.  In  politics  he  was  always 
a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  At  one 
time  he  served  for  two  years  as  a  commissioner  of 
Forest  County  and  in  1906  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Harrisburg  from 
Forest  County.  He  was  a  candidate  for  this  office 
during  the  famous  campaign  between  Lewis  Emery, 
Jr.,  the  Democratic-Fusion  candidate  for  Governor, 
and  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  the  Republican  candidate.  As 
a  member  of  the  House  of  1907-08  he  belonged  to 
the  Legislature,  which,  early  in  1907,  created  the 
capital  investigating  commission.  This  commission 
uncovered  illegalities  connected  with  the  building  of 
the  present  State  House  at  Harrisburg,  the  scandal 
arising  from  them  having  been  the  principal  issue 
during  the  Emery-Stuart  gubernatorial  campaign. 
Though  Mr.  Shields  was  not  particularly  conspicu¬ 
ous  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  he  quickly  became 
known  as  one  of  the  most  influential  and  effective 
members  of  the  Legislature  in  respect  to  commit¬ 
tee  work.  Mr.  Shields’  favorite  forms  of  recreation 
were  hunting  and  fishing,  and  he  indulged  in  both, 
whenever  his  business  activities  permitted  him  to  do 
so.  He  was  very  keen  on  big  game  hunting  and  fol¬ 
lowed  this  sport  in  various  parts  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica,  especially,  however,  in  the  Adirondacks,  where 
he  maintained  for  many  years  a  hunting  camp  of  his 
own. 

Mr.  Shields  married,  November  19,  1884,  at  Day- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  Edith  L.  Van  Horn,  of  George- 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shields  were  the 
parents  of  one  child,  S.  Van  Shields. 

At  his  home  in  Brookville,  Jefferson  County,  No. 
296  Jefferson  Street,  William  Douglas  Shields  died 
after  several  months’  illness,  on  December  17,  1924. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  survived,  besides  by 
his  widow  and  his  son,  also  by  one  brother,  S.  H. 
Shields,  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colorado.  Funeral 
services  for  Mr.  Shields  were  held  at  his  late  resi¬ 
dence  in  Brookville  and  were  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Francis  Ives  Woollett,  pastor  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Brookville.  After  the  conclusion 
of  the  services,  which  were  attended  by  many  of 
Mr.  Shields’  friends,  interment  was  made  at  Mount 
Tabor  Cemetery,  at  Sigel,  the  services  at  the  grave 
being  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  C.  L.  De  Prefontaine, 
of  Sigel. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Shields,  though  not  entirely 
unexpected,  nevertheless  came  as  a  distinct  shock 
to  his  family  and  to  his  many  friends  and  caused 
widespread  and  sincere  regret.  By  his  passing  away 
his  family  lost  a  loving  and  devoted  husband,  father 
and  brother;  his  friends  a  loyal  and  genial  com¬ 
panion;  his  native  region  one  of  its  most  respected 
and  most  substantial  citizens;  and  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  a  patriotic  civic  leader  of  exceptional  ability 
and  effectiveness.  His  memory  will  long  be  cher- 
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ished  by  all  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his  friend¬ 
ship  or  acquaintance  and  most  so  by  those  who  knew 
him  best. 


JAY  MILLARD  FRYE,  D.  D.  S.  — In  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  dental  surgery,  Dr.  Jay  Millard  Frye  is  one 
of  the  outstanding  members  of  his  profession  in  this 
part  of  the  State,  and  at  Homer  City,  Indiana 
County,  the  seat  of  his  endeavor,  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known  for  his  professional  skill  and  citi¬ 
zenship  qualities. 

Dr.  Frye  was  born  at  Carnegie,  Pennsylvania;  his 
parents,  both  deceased,  were  Samuel  Frye,  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  contractor  at  Carnegie  until  his  death, 
and  Elizabeth  (Heinselmann)  Frye,  who  was  born 
near  Manor,  Pennsylvania.  The  son  Jay  Millard 
graduated  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Sur¬ 
gery  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  the  class 
of  1908.  He  was  a  leader  also  in  athletics  at  the 
university,  and  in  addition  to  a  high  scholastic  rec¬ 
ord,  shone  as  a  football  star.  Following  graduation 
he  came  direct  to  Homer  City,  where  he  has  since 
been  devoted  to  his  profession  and  has  built  up  one 
of  the  most  desirable  practices  hereabout.  He  has 
been  responsive  to  the  call  of  his  fellow-townsmen  to 
civic  duties,  and  at  one  time  served  on  the  Homer 
City  School  Board.  During  the  World  War  he  did 
patriotic  service  as  a  Four-Minute  speaker;  he  had 
qualified  and  was  prepared  to  enter  active  service, 
when  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  prevented  his  go¬ 
ing  to  the  front. 

Dr.  Frye  married,  in  December,  1910,  Mae  Irma 
Jewett,  the  daughter  of  Charles  Neil  and  Julia  Ann 
(Getty)  Jewett,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Frye  have  a  son,  Jay  Millard,  Jr.,  born  De¬ 
cember  16,  1911,  a  member  of  the  junior  class  at 
Allegheny  College,  Meadville.  Mrs.  Frye  is  prom¬ 
inent  in  women’s  affairs,  holding  the  office  of  na¬ 
tional  treasurer  of  the  Women  Descendants  of  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  and  she 
is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Founders  and 
Patriots  and  of  the  National  Society  Magna  Charta 
Dames.  She  has  the  distinction  of  having  nine  bars 
as  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  through  eligibility  in  the  right  of  the 
Jewett  family.  She  is  also  president  of  the  Civic 
Club  of  Homer  City  and  treasurer  of  the  Bi-Centen¬ 
nial  Association  of  Indiana  County. 

Mrs.  Frye  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  English 
descent,  being  able  to  trace  her  descent  back  to  sev¬ 
eral  kings.  Amongst  her  early  ancestors  were  also 
two  Colonial  Governors,  John  Winthrop  and  Thomas 
Dudley,  both  Governors  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  She  is,  too,  a  descendant  of  several  Penn¬ 
sylvania  pioneers,  notably  James  Hamilton,  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier,  public  official  and  pioneer  settler 
of  Westmoreland  County.  Her  grandparents  were 
Moses  and  Caroline  Lucretia  (Neil)  Jewett.  Her 
father,  Charles  Neil  Jewett,  was  born  at  Skowhegan, 
Maine.  Formerly  a  bookkeeper  and  engaged  in 
clerical  work,  after  his  removal  to  St.  Louis,  he 
became  a  well-known  capitalist,  and  helped  organize 
the  Bank  of  Commerce  in  that  city.  He  died  July 
4,  1915.  Mrs.  Frye’s  mother,  Julia  Ann  (Getty) 
Jewett,  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  the  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Armelda  Moss  (DeLauney)  Getty,  her 
father  born  in  Pennsylvania,  near  Saltsburg,  and  the 
mother  at  Galena,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Jewett  survived 
her  husband  at  his  passing. 


HARRY  BRINTON  HENDERSON— On  both 

his  parents’  sides  belonging  to  families  long  prom¬ 
inent  in  Armstrong  County,  the  late  Harry  Brin- 
ton  Henderson  was  a  native  of  this  part  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  except¬ 
ing  only  several  years,  during  which  official  duties 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  reside  first  at  Harris¬ 
burg  and  later  at  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  Henderson  lived 
at  the  county  seat  of  Armstrong  County,  Kittanning. 
Enjoying  to  the  fullest  extent  possible  the  liking, 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  Mr.  Hender¬ 
son  held  at  different  times  various  important  public 
offices,  which  he  invariably  filled  with  characteristic 
ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness.  Through  his 
work  he  became  widely  and  favorably  known  through¬ 
out  Armstrong  County,  and  much  of  his  work  rep¬ 
resented  a  definite  constructive  contribution  to  the 
development  and  prosperity  of  his  native  county. 

Harry  Brinton  Henderson  was  born  in  Elderton 
Borough,  Armstrong  County,  August  17,  1869,  a  son 
of  Brice  and  Martha  Jane  (Woodward)  Henderson. 
His  father,  also  a  native  of  Elderton  Borough,  was 
a  prominent  farmer  and  at  one  time  served  as  county 
commissioner.  Mr.  Henderson’s  mother  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Robert  Woodward,  who  served  at  one 
time  as  associate  judge  of  Armstrong  County,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Absalom  Woodward,  the  latter  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Armstrong  County.  Mr. 
Henderson  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  region  and  then  attended 
Elderton  Academy.  When  he  was  only  sixteen  years 
old  he  began  to  teach  in  the  district  schools  of 
Plumcreek  Township.  Next  he  served  as  principal 
of  the  Elderton  public  schools  for  two  years.  Then 
came  a  period  of  two  years,  during  which  Mr.  Hen¬ 
derson  devoted  himself  to  business  as  bookkeeper 
for  J.  B.  Ford  and  Company  at  Ford  City,  which 
concern  now  is  part  of  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass 
Company.  At  the  end  of  this  period  Mr.  Henderson 
resumed  his  educational  work  and  spent  two  years 
at  Lancaster,  Kansas,  as  principal  of  the  public 
schools  of  that  town.  Returning  then  to  Armstrong 
County,  he  passed  the  preliminary  examinations  as  a 
student  at  law  and  was  registered  as  a  student  with 
the  late  W.  J.  Christy,  of  the  firm  of  McCain  and 
Christy,  well  known  lawyers  of  Kittanning,  the 
county  seat  of  Armstrong  County.  On  January  1, 
1900,  Mr.  Henderson  was  appointed  deputy  prothono- 
tary,  in  which  office  he  served  for  three  years,  under 
the  late  John  M.  Williams,  who  was  prothonotary 
at  that  time.  While  thus  serving,  he  was  elected 
register  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds  and  clerk  of  the 
orphans’  court  of  Armstrong  County.  He  held  these 
offices  by  election  for  four  consecutive  terms  and  for 
a  total  of  sixteen  years,  his  long  service  in  these 
important  positions  and  his  frequent  reelection  to 
them  indicating,  how  ably  he  filled  them  and  to  how 
great  an  extent  he  had  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  county.  Next  Mr.  Henderson  served  for  one 
year  at  Harrisburg  as  representative  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  economy  and  efficiency  commission.  He  re¬ 
signed  this  position  to  become  referee  for  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Workmen’s  Compensation  Bureau  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  to  which  position  he  was  appointed  by  the  late 
Governor  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  serving  in  it  for 
five  and  one-half  years  and  making  an  enviable 
record.  During  1924  he  resumed  his  law  studies,  read¬ 
ing  law  in  the  offices  of  Harry  A.  Heilman  and  of 
the  late  R.  L.  Ralston.  On  December  17,  1924,  Mr. 
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Henderson  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Kittanning 
by  President  Coolidge  for  a  term  of  four  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  administered  this  office  with  his  usual 
efficiency  and  ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  community.  Under  his  administration  it  took 
rank  as  one  of  the  most  efficiently  conducted  post 
offices  of  its  size  according  to  the  government  sys¬ 
tem  of  scoring  efficiency  and  service  to  the  public. 
He  continued  in  office  until  his  death,  since  when 
Mrs.  Henderson  has  been  acting  postmaster,  proving 
herself  a  worthy  successor  to  her  late  husband  and  a 
most  capable  and  successful  public  official.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Henderson  was  always  a  staunch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he 
was  prominently  active  for  many  years.  He  served 
for  two  years  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee  and  for  a  similar  period  as  a  member 
of  the  Republican  State  Committee,  becoming  widely 
known  throughout  the  State  and  especially  in  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Henderson  was  a  man  of 
charming  personality  and  was  universally  liked  and 
respected  by  all  classes.  Though  he  had  always 
been  a  staunch  Republican,  he  had  many  friends  in 
the  opposite  party  that  always  stood  with  him  in  his 
political  campaigns,  and  this  made  him  a  most  formi¬ 
dable  candidate  for  any  office  he  sought.  During 
his  service  as  a  referee  for  the  Workmen’s  Com¬ 
pensation  Bureau,  he  became  well  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  lawyers  in  the  counties  of  Washington, 
Fayette  and  Westmoreland,  where  he  was  held  in 
high  esteem  as  well  as  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 
Everyone  who  came  in  contact  with  him  in  his  official 
capacity,  whether  the  large  corporation  or  the  small 
claimant,  had  a  good  word  to  say  for  “Harry,”  as 
he  was  popularly  known,  and  he  was  a  great  credit 
to  his  home  county  and  community  in  all  of  his 
public  life  and  service.  Mr.  Henderson  was  an  active 
member  and  a  trustee  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Kittanning  and  was  one  of  its  most  faith¬ 
ful  and  generous  supporters. 

Mr.  Henderson  married,  November  20,  1912,  Sally 
Campbell  Findley,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Abel  C. 
Findley,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Kittanning 
and  a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent  Armstrong 
County  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Harry  Brinton,  Jr.,  Frank 
Barton,  Martha  Woodward  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Henderson. 

At  his  home  in  Kittanning,  on  Rebecca  Street, 
Harry  Brinton  Henderson  died  suddenly  after  a 
short  illness  on  November  18,  1928.  Funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  at  his  late  residence  and  were  at¬ 
tended  by  large  numbers  of  his  friends  from  various 
parts  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Henderson’s  death  was  a  distinct  shock  to  the 
community,  of  which  he  had  been  such  a  highly 
respected  and  popular  member  for  many  years.  His 
family  received  many  expressions  of  sympathy  at 
his  passing  away  and  of  appreciation  of  his  life, 
character  and  achievements.  Similar  sentiments  were 
also  expressed  in  the  local  newspapers,  and  of  these 
the  following  eloquent  tribute  published  in  a  Kit¬ 
tanning  newspaper  was  typical: 

In  his  passing  away  the  community  has  lost  a  ster¬ 
ling  citizen,  the  State  a  patriot,  the  home  a  kind  and 
loving  father ;  and  when  his  great  heart  ceased  its 
kindly  beat,  humanity  lost  a  friend. 


REV.  HUGH  M.  STEVENSON— During  his 
youth,  while  engaged  in  the  hard  work  of  coal 
mining  in  Butler  and  Mercer  counties,  Hugh  M. 


Stevenson,  now  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Farrell,  pursued  his  studies  for  the 
career  upon  which  he  had  set  his  heart.  In  every 
sense  of  the  word  a  humanitarian,  he  is  known  far 
and  wide  for  his  helpfulness  to  those  in  distress.  He 
has  delved  into  the  recesses  of  poverty  and  sorrow 
and  lifted  the  spirits  of  the  unfortunate.  No  man 
in  the  history  of  this  district  of  Pennsylvania  has 
worked  harder  for  the  benefit  of  its  people  and  he 
has  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all  creeds  and 
all  classes  of  society. 

He  was  born  at  Bruen,  Pennsylvania,  March  25, 
1877,  a  son  of  Louis  and  Mary  (Hall)  Stevenson, 
both  natives  of  Butler  County.  His  father  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  was  active  in  local  politics. 
He  died  in  March,  1896,  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years.  He  was  a  son  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
(Greer)  Stevenson.  Michael  Stevenson  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  a  very  influential  man  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  His  property  was  a  family  heritage  from 
pre-Revolutionary  days,  located  in  the  district  that 
later  became  Mercer  County.  At  least  two  of  the 
ancestors  of  Rev.  Hugh  M.  Stevenson  served  with 
the  Continental  Army  in  the  successful  struggle  for 
American  independence. 

Hugh  M.  Stevenson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Butler  County  and  in  his  boyhood  and 
until  his  eighteenth  year  worked  in  the  coal  mines. 
He  later  took  an  extension  course  and  followed  that 
with  one  at  Berea  College,  in  Ohio.  In  1903  he 
began  the  active  study  of  theology  and  in  1914  was 
admitted  to  the  conference.  In  1915  he  was  made  a 
deacon  and  in  1917  an  elder  of  the  church.  His 
first  pastorate  was  at  Blacktown  and  included  the 
church  at  Pardo.  He  was  then  called  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  served  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  twelve  years.  He 
was  called  to  Farrell  in  1925,  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  and  has  since  served  in  that  capacity.  Under 
his  ministry  the  membership  has  doubled  in  every 
church  he  has  served  and  at  the  same  time  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  civic  affairs.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  member  of 
the  school  board.  In  1929  he  was  elected  to  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature  and  in 
the  following  year  was  reelected  by  a  vote  that  was 
almost  unanimous.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the 
committees  on  forestry  and  game,  law  and  order, 
public  health  and  sanitation,  education,  ways  and 
means  and  public  utilities  and  while  serving  in  the 
Legislature  was  influential  in  securing  several  valu¬ 
able  additions  to  the  State  laws.  He  is  an  ardent 
sportsman  in  his  hours  of  recreation,  enjoying,  with 
his  wife  as  a  companion,  hunting  and  fishing.  Mr. 
Stevenson  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  near  Farrell. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Junior  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics. 

Hugh  M.  Stevenson  married,  in  June,  1898,  Emma 
Klink,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Klink.  Their 
children  are:  1.  Louis  A.,  a  farmer.  2.  John  M., 
an  engineer.  3.  Hugh  K.,  a  machinist,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation.  4.  Bernice, 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Farrell.  5.  Lau¬ 
rence  B.,  associated  with  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Highway  Department.  6.  Esther  E.,  a  student  nurse. 
7.  Wendell,  a  high  school  student. 

FRANK  M.  GRAFF — A  member  of  the  well- 
known  family  of  Graff  which  for  generations  has 
been  prominent  in  merchandising  and  finance  in 
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Blairsville  and  vicinity,  Frank  M.  Graff  is  carry¬ 
ing  forward  the  tradition,  being  a  coal  mine  opera¬ 
tor,  a  leading  business  man  and  president  of  a  sav¬ 
ings  bank  and  trust  company,  all  these  interests 
having  their  center  in  Blairsville. 

Mr.  Graff’s  grandfather,  John  Graff,  was  born  at 
Pleasant  Unity,  Westmoreland  County,  in  1800  and 
died  in  1885  at  Blairsville.  He  was  a  merchant  and 
a  banker,  who  had  arrived  at  a  state  of  affluence 
from  his  former  days  of  a  boat  operator  on  the  old 
Pennsylvania  Canal. 

Paul  Graff,  son  of  John  Graff,  was  born  July  4, 
1838,  and  died  May  9,  1903.  He  was  a  banker  and 
interested  financially  in  the  operation  of  coal  mines 
at  Blairsville.  He  married  Elizabeth  Mowry,  born  in 
Blairsville,  in  January,  1842,  died  there  in  November, 

1925. 

Frank  M.  Graff,  son  of  Paul  and  Elizabeth 
(Mowry)  Graff,  was  born  in  Blairsville,  December 
1,  1865.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  from  Lafayette  College  in  the  class  of  1888. 
After  spending  eight  years  in  employment  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  store,  he  yielded  to  the  family  urge  and 
became  interested  in  coal  mining.  He  formed  a  firm 
with  one  of  his  brothers,  taking  the  title  of  Graff 
Brothers,  under  which  they  carried  on  their  industry. 
He  also  became  associated  with  the  Blairsville  Sav¬ 
ings  and  Trust  Company,  and  some  years  ago  was 
elected  president,  which  office  he  has  since  filled.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  a  strong  member  of 
his  party.  He  is  affiliated  with  Acacia  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Blairsville;  Pittsburgh,  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh.  His  religious  activities  are 
centered  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  is  a  trustee. 

Mr.  Graff  married,  October  20,  1892,  Anna  P. 
Graff.  They  have  two  children:  1.  Thalia  Elizabeth, 
married  Sylvester  C.  Smith,  of  Phillipsburg,  New 
Jersey;  children:  Page  E.,  and  E.  Thalia  Barbara.  2. 
Frank  Malcolm  Graff,  graduated  from  Lafayette 
College,  in  the  class  of  1922,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science;  married  Julia  Westman;  child: 
Frank  M. 

JOHN  K.  WATSON— Active  in  several  branches 
of  business,  civic  and  social  life  in  Kittanning  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  State,  John  K.  Watson  holds 
a  place  of  esteem  and  respect  among  his  fellowmen. 
As  sales  manager  of  the  Allegheny  River  Sand  Cor¬ 
poration,  which  he  formerly  served  for  four  years  as 
treasurer,  he  has  contributed  substantially  to  its  de¬ 
velopment  and  has  at  the  same  time  rendered  a  serv¬ 
ice  most  valuable  to  his  fellow-citizens  in  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Watson  was  born  near  Apollo,  this  State,  on 
November  1,  1879,  son  of  David  and  Rachael 
(Meanor)  Watson.  His  father,  born  on  the  old  Wat¬ 
son  homestead  near  Apollo  in  1837,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation;  he  served  on  the  side  of  the  Union 
in  the  Civil  War,  having  been  with  the  184th  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers  and  the  115th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  He  died  in  1910.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Rachael 
(Meanor)  Watson,  was  born  near  Manor  Station, 
Westmoreland  County,  in  1837,  and  died  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1920.  The  Watsons  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
Robert  Watson,  their  forebear  in  Pennsylvania,  hav¬ 
ing  been  given  a  grant  of  land  in  Westmoreland 
County  in  1793;  he  was  the  present  Mr.  Watson’s 
great-great-grandfather. 


In  the  country  schools  in  his  native  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  near  Apollo,  John  K.  Watson,  of  this 
review,  received  his  early  education,  later  attending 
Markle  Normal  Academy  and  devoting  three  years 
to  higher  study  at  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City, 
Pennsylvania.  He  then  taught  school  for  seven  years 
in  Westmoreland  County,  after  which  he  became  a 
partner  in  a  retail  hardware  business  in  New  Ken¬ 
sington,  so  continuing  for  ten  years.  At  Parnassus, 
Pennsylvania,  he  was,  from  1918  to  1925,  with  the 
Valley  Sand  and  Supply  Company,  as  secretary  and 
assistant  treasurer;  and  in  1925,  when  the  Allegheny 
River  Sand  Corporation  was  organized,  he  was  made 
its  treasurer.  In  that  office  he  continued  to  serve  for 
four  years,  since  which  he  has  been  sales  manager. 
His  offices  are  in  Kittanning. 

He  is  also  active  in  other  realms  of  business  life, 
being  a  director  of  the  Parnassus  National  Bank  and 
having  so  served  since  1912.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  staunch  Republican  and  a  supporter  of  his 
party’s  policies  and  principles.  On  this  party’s  ticket, 
too,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  council  of 
Parnassus,  as  well  as  of  the  city’s  school  board  in 
Parnassus,  having  been  a  school  director  there  for 
fourteen  years.  A  leader  in  fraternal  and  social  life, 
likewise,  Mr.  Watson  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and,  in  this  order,  is  affiliated 
with  Tyrian  Lodge  No.  644  and  is  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  lodge,  and  is  also  connected  with  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  and  with  Syria  Temple  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  His 
church  is  the  United  Presbyterian;  and  in  his  parish 
he  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  men’s  Bible  class  since 
1919,  and  since  1906  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  His  work  in  connection  with  these  different 
groups  and  the  phases  of  Pennsylvania  life  that  they 
represent  has,  from  the  outset  of  his  career,  been 
most  helpful;  and  more  than  one  organization  has 
owed  not  a  little  of  its  success  to  the  labors  and  the 
careful  planning  of  Mr.  Watson. 

John  K.  Watson  married,  in  1918,  Elizabeth  An¬ 
derson,  of  Tarentum,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Emma  (Negley)  Anderson.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  have  been  two  children:  1.  John  M., 
born  December  30,  1919.  2.  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born 
November  24,  1921. 


ALLAN  DERRICK  WILLIAMS  was  born  on 

June  2,  1872,  near  Union  town,  and  his  life  has  been 
closely  tied,  since  that  time,  with  this  city.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Josiah  Van  Kirk  and  Ellen  M.  (Derrick) 
Williams.  He  received  his  early  schooling  in  the 
district  schools  of  South  Union  Township  and  in 
private  schools  of  Uniontown,  later  matriculating  at 
the  University  of  West  Virginia  and  taking  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity,  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  whither  he  transferred, 
in  1895.  Taking  up  the  study  of  law  with  the  late 
Hon.  S.  L.  Mestrezat,  who  afterwards  became  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1897,  whereupon  he  was 
engaged  in  the  private  practice  of  his  profession  until 
1915,  when  he,  with  his  associates,  formed  the  law 
partnership  of  Umbel,  Robinson,  McKean  and  Wil¬ 
liams,  which  firm  was  dissolved  in  1925.  Gradually 
his  interest  turned  more  and  more  in  the  direction  of 
corporation  law,  and  today  he  is  officially  affiliated, 
both  as  a  lawyer  and  business  leader,  with  a  number 
of  coal  and  coke  companies. 
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He  is  an  officer,  director  and  attorney  of  the 
Gaddis  Coal  Corporation,  and  other  similar  organ¬ 
izations.  He  is  attorney  for  the  Whyel  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  and  associated  companies,  the  Uniontown 
Thrift  and  Loan  Association  and  the  Peoples-Pitts- 
burgh  Trust  Company  in  Fayette  County. 

Quite  aside  from  his  legal  affiliations,  too,  Mr. 
Williams  is  connected  with  social  groups  of  prom¬ 
inence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  local  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and 
the  Uniontown  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  belongs 
to  the  Laurel  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
he  belongs  also  to  the  Uniontown  Country  Club 
and  the  Rotary  Club;  and  is  chairman  of  the  ad¬ 
visory  board  of  the  Salvation  Army.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  number  of  other  organizations,  two  of  them 
professional  in  character,  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Bar  Association  and  the  Fayette  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  his  recreation  time,  he  is  fond  of  garden¬ 
ing,  devoting  considerable  attention  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  flowers,  which  is  with  him  a  hobby.  Mr. 
Williams  maintains  his  offices  in  the  Blackstone 
Building,  Uniontown;  and  he  and  his  family  live 
at  No.  240  Derrick  Road,  this  city. 

Allan  Derrick  Williams  married,  on  January  25, 
1911,  at  Moundsville,  West  Virginia,  Julia  Burley. 
The  children  by  this  marriage  have  been:  Allan  B., 
Cecil  D.,  Mary  Virginia  and  Jonathan  B. 


FRED  McDANEL — A  business  man  and  a  civic 
worker  of  unusual  ability,  who  contributed  richly  to 
a  number  of  different  departments  of  Pennsylvania 
life,  especially  in  Beaver  County,  Fred  McDanel,  of 
New  Brighton,  was  esteemed  by  his  fellowmen.  His 
achievements  and  public  spirit  could  not  but  win  and 
hold  their  respect  and  admiration,  as  did  his  ver¬ 
satility  of  interest  and  accomplishment.  Engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  he  was  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
cerned  with  banking  and  finance  in  his  community, 
and  was  a  leader  in  public  affairs,  especially  educa¬ 
tional  matters.  In  his  personal  relationships,  he  was 
kindly,  just,  tolerant  of  the  views  of  others,  deeply 
sympathetic,  and  understanding.  His  career  was 
eminently  useful,  his  life  finely  and  beautifully  lived, 
his  death  a  cause  of  deep  regret  and  bereavement. 

Mr.  McDanel  was  born  on  September  1,  1868,  in 
New  Brighton,  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of 
Richard  Baxter  and  Lydia  (Marquis)  McDanel  and 
descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  family  line.  The 
ancestry,  on  the  paternal  side  of  the  house,  goes  back 
to  William  McDanel,  who,  with  four  brothers — Eli, 
Smith,  John,  and  Joseph — came  to  America  from 
Scotland  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  All 
purchased  large  tracts  of  land  in  Beaver  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  which  they  erected  log  cabin  homes 
after  clearing  the  waste.  The  farm  owned  in  recent 
times  by  Samuel  McDanel,  in  this  county,  was  one 
of  the  properties  originally  belonging  to  the  five 
brothers.  William  McDanel  married  Mary  Ritchie. 
He  was  a  Baptist  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
first  church  of  that  denomination  in  his  vicinity. 

His  son,  Abram,  born  in  Beaver  County,  died  here 
about  1854.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  Baptist,  and  was 
twice  married  (first)  to  Hulda  Hasen.  By  that  mar¬ 
riage,  there  was  a  son,  Richard  Baxter  McDanel, 
father  of  Fred  McDanel.  Richard  Baxter  McDanel, 
born  in  North  Sewickley  Township,  Beaver  County, 
September  4,  1844,  died  November  21,  1912,  studied 
ii?  the  New  Brighton  schools,  enlisted  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War  by  adding  a  year  to  his 
age,  serving  in  Company  C  of  the  63d  Regiment  of 


Pennsylvania  Volunteers  for  three  years  and  par¬ 
ticipating  in  many  of  the  fiercest  battles.  Learning 
carpentry,  he  became  a  master  of  his  trade  and  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  lumber  and  planing  mill.  Becoming  pros¬ 
perous,  he  invested  money  in  oil  and  displayed  un¬ 
usual  financial  genius.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Union  National  Bank,  and  for  more  than  forty  years 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
one  of  its  official  board. 

Richard  B.  McDanel  married  Lydia  Marquis, 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Sawyer)  Marquis 
and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Marquis,  an  English¬ 
man,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  a  printer  by  trade.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and 
coal  dealer  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDanel 
had  children:  1.  Fred  of  further  mention.  2.  Lewis, 
who  died  young.  3.  Bertha,  who  became  the  wife 
of  H.  L.  Heston,  of  New  Brighton;  they  had  chil¬ 
dren,  Ernest  and  Hendricks.  4.  Frank  S.  5.  Orrin  P. 
6.  Richard  B.  7.  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of 
S.  S.  McCudy,  now  deceased;  they  had  children, 
Mary  and  Daniel.  8.  Anna,  who  was  married  to  A. 
C.  Kirk. 

Of  these,  Fred  McDanel,  of  this  review,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  New  Brighton,  Pennsylvania, 
his  birthplace,  and  Duff’s  Business  College,  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  Completing  his  course  at  Duff’s,  he  was 
employed  in  his  father’s  planing  mill  and  lumber 
yard  for  a  time,  paying  especial  attention  while  so 
engaged  to  matters  of  office  management  rather  than 
to  the  more  practical  side  of  the  business.  In  1891, 
with  his  brother,  Frank  S.  McDanel,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  partnership,  which  came  then  to  be 
known  as  McDanel  and  Sons.  The  enterprise  pros¬ 
pered  and  grew,  and  in  1900  was  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $50,000  value.  Fred  McDanel  was 
made  vice-president  at  that  time,  succeeding  to  the 
presidency  on  the  occasion  of  his  father’s  death;  and 
in  that  position  he  served  until  his  own  passing,  at 
which  time  he  was  both  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  Fred  McDanel  Lumber  Company,  of  New 
Brighton. 

From  the  outset  of  his  career,  his  loyalty  to  high 
principles  and  his  fundamental  integrity  won  for  him 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  associates;  and  he 
was  invited  to  take  part  in  a  number  of  important 
business  projects  in  his  city  and  county.  He  was  a 
director,  for  instance,  of  the  Beaver  County  Trust 
Company  and  of  the  Second  New  Brighton  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  For  eight  years  he  served 
the  trust  company  in  that  capacity;  and  his  fellow- 
directors  incorporated  a  special  tribute  to  him  in  the 
minutes  of  the  board  on  occasion  of  his  passing. 
Said  this  document  in  part: 

He  was  always  faithful  in  attendance  upon  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  board,  and  upon  the  meetings  of  any  com¬ 
mittees  to  which  he  was  assigned.  He  was  always 
courteous  and  kindly  in  his  relations  with  the  other 
members  of  the  board,  and  we  feel  a  deep  and  sincere 
sorrow  in  his  death.  Mr.  McDanel  was  more  than  a 
useful  director  of  the  Beaver  County  Trust  Company. 
His  private  life  was  exemplary,  and  was  characterized 
by  his  integrity  and  kindliness.  He  was  a  man  of  more 
than  usual  public  spirit,  and  had  been  active  for  many 
years  as  a  school  director,  and  in  this  capacity  gave 
his  time  and  efforts  generously  to  the  public  without 
expectation  of  reward.  We  desire  to  record  these 
facts  as  a  tribute  to  his  character  and  as  an  expression 
of  our  feeling  that  in  his  death  not  only  this  company 
but  the  entire  community  has  suffered  a  great  loss. 

The  signatures  appearing  on  the  illuminated  me¬ 
morial  copy  in  the  possession  of  his  family  are:  G. 
F.  Kennedy,  F.  W.  Walker,  P.  A.  McHattie,  C. 
R.  May,  E.  E.  Autenreut,  R.  L.  Kenah,  T.  W.  D. 
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Addenbrook,  W.  S.  Morrison,  Charles  H.  Kennedy, 
R.  R.  Bentley,  T.  C.  Anderson,  and  D.  W.  Douglass. 

The  period  in  which  Mr.  McDanel  served  on  the 
New  Brighton  School  Board  covered  twenty-three 
years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  its  pres¬ 
ident;  and  always,  whether  privately  or  as  a  member 
of  the  board,  he  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the 
local  schools.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he 
was  affiliated  with  the  various  branches,  including 
Blue  Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
and  the  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  But  regardless  of  how  involved  he 
became  in  civic  affairs  and  how  much  his  time  was 
taken  up  with  public  duties,  Mr.  McDanel  remained 
active  in  his  business,  revealing  tremendous  execu¬ 
tive  power,  keeping  in  touch  with  all  the  depart¬ 
ments,  and  frequently  suggesting  improvments  to  his 
subordinates.  His  work  was  of  value;  his  achieve¬ 
ments  were  the  basis  of  an  excellent  record,  and 
were  highly  productive  of  beneficial  results. 

Fred  McDanel  was  chiefly  devoted,  however,  to 
home  and  family  and  the  phases  of  life  that  they 
represented,  finding  in  the  domestic  circle  a  center  of 
inspiration  that  radiated  through  all  his  thoughts 
and  deeds.  He  married,  on  April  i,  1891,  Effie 
Braden,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Braden,  of 
Beaver  County.  By  this  marriage  there  were  two 
children  Marion  and  Helen. 

Aside  from  his  Masonic  affiliations,  Mr.  McDanel 
was  affiliated  with  the  Beaver  Falls  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Beaver 
Valley  Council  No.  464,  United  Commercial  Travel¬ 
ers  of  America;  and  the  Community  Club  of  New 
Brighton.  To  his  many  friends  in  business  circles, 
in  fraternal  life,  and  in  different  civic  groups,  as  well 
as  to  the  members  of  his  family,  Mr.  McDanel’s 
death,  on  July  10,  1926,  was  a  cause  of  deep  sorrow. 
A  man  is  not  always  remembered  for  the  work  that 
takes  up  most  of  his  time,  which  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
McDanel  was  his  business,  so  much  as  for  his  con¬ 
tribution  to  some  special  realm  of  civic  affairs  or 
some  particular  loyalty.  This  loyalty,  with  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Danel,  was  directed  into  educational  channels.  When 
a  man  is  appreciated  not  only  by  his  colleagues  on 
a  school  board  or  by  the  teachers  in  a  system,  but 
also  by  the  students  under  his  charge,  then  one 
may  place  a  real  reliance  and  faith  in  his  work  as 
an  educational  leader.  The  seniors  of  the  class  of 
1927,  in  their  high  school  annual,  reserved  a  page  of 
the  volume  in  which  they  might  express  their  feel¬ 
ing  for  Mr.  McDanel.  The  school  board  passed  the 
following  resolution: 

During  the  twenty-three  years  he  served  the  school 
board,  he  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  New 
Brighton  schools.  His  mature  judgment,  fine  executive 
ability,  faithful  attendance  and  constant  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  the  New  Brighton  schools  made  his 
services  most  valuable  to  us.  We  always  shall  re¬ 
member  Fred  McDanel  with  genuine  appreciation.  He 
characterized  his  private  life  by  his  love  of  home,  his 
devotion  to  his  family,  and  the  exercise  of  those  ele¬ 
ments  which  make  for  the  higher  and  finer  side  of  life 
and  its  elevating  influence  In  his  untimely  demise,  we 
lose  a  co-worker  who  was  a  leader  among  us.  We 
miss  a  friendship  of  rare  quality  of  heart  and  mind. 
With  the  community  at  large  we  share  a  great  loss. 


MARION  WILSON  BISSETT— A  member  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  southwestern  Greene 
County,  settled  there  for  more  than  a  century,  Mr. 
Bissett  himself  is  a  native  and  lifelong  resident  of 
this  part  of  western  Pennsylvania.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  oil  and  gas  industry 
and  he  is  today  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and 


most  successful  independent  oil  and  gas  producers 
in  Greene  County.  His  activities,  of  course,  have 
materially  contributed  to  the  development  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  his  native  region  and,  being  also  promi¬ 
nently  active  in  many  other  directions,  he  ranks  as 
one  of  the  most  representative  and  most  substan¬ 
tial  residents  of  Greene  County.  A  man  of  excep¬ 
tional  ability  and  sincere  public  spirit,  his  life  has 
been  filled  with  useful  activities  and  through  these 
he  has  set  a  fine  example  of  vigorous  and  patriotic 
citizenship. 

The  Bissett  family  was  founded  in  southwestern 
Greene  County  by  Jacob  Bissett,  the  great-grand¬ 
father  of  Marion  Wilson  Bissett.  Jacob  Bissett  was 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Enochs)  Bissett,  who 
were  married  on  August  22,  1805,  and  who  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters. 
The  oldest  of  these  was  Brice  Bissett,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  Marion  Wilson  Bissett.  In  1825, 
when  Brice  Bissett  was  only  nineteen  years  old, 
Jacob  Bissett  and  his  family  left  their  old  home  on 
the  banks  of  the  Cheat  River,  near  New  Geneva, 
Fayette  County,  and  moved  to  the  southwestern  cor¬ 
ner  of  Greene  County,  locating  on  the  bottom  lands 
of  the  little  stream  running  down  the  valley  that  now 
bears  the  family  name,  Bissett’s  Run,  Springhill 
Township,  Greene  County.  Brice  Bissett  was  mar¬ 
ried  twice  (first)  to  the  oldest  daughter  of  Peter 
Kimble  of  New  Freeport,  and  (second)  to  Bythenia 
Barnhart,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Barnhart  of  Ryer- 
son  Station,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Bissett,  the  father  of  Marion 
Wilson  Bissett,  was  born  in  Springhill  Township, 
Greene  County,  February  24,  1849,  a  son  of  Brice 
and  Bythenia  (Barnhart)  Bissett.  He  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  county,  excepting  only  about  three 
years  during  which  he  lived  in  Iowa.  Throughout 
his  life  he  was  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in 
farming.  Thomas  Jefferson  Bissett  married,  Octo¬ 
ber  10,  1875,  Elizabeth  Jane  Kimble,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Wade)  Kimble,  of  Aleppo  Town¬ 
ship,  who  lived  near  the  Windy  Gap  Church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bissett  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Marion  Wilson  Bissett,  of  whom  further. 
2.  Maggie,  now  deceased.  3.  John  W.,  a  resident 
of  Garrison,  Pennsylvania.  4.  Emma;  Alden,  now 
deceased.  5.  Rachel  Spurgeon,  a  resident  of  Shells- 
burg,  Iowa.  6.  Tommy,  deceased.  7.  Caroline 
Pater,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  8.  Mary, 
now  deceased. 

Mrs.  Bissett  died  on  November  18,  1911.  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven  years,  being  survived  by  her  hus¬ 
band  until  August  14,  1928,  when  he  died  in  his 
eightieth  year  at  his  old  home  near  Deep  Valley, 
Greene  County.  Thomas  Jefferson  Bissett  and  wife 
were  both  buried  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  Cemetery, 
Springhill  Township. 

Marion  Wilson  Bissett  was  born  in  Springhill 
Township,  Greene  County,  August  25,  1876,  the  eld¬ 
est  of  the  eight  children  of  the  late  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Kimble)  Bissett.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  region  where  he  also  taught  school  him¬ 
self  for  several  years,  beginning  in  the  year  1898  at 
Bissett’s  Run,  and  teaching  his  last  term  in  1914  at 
Barger  Ridge  where  he  had  taught  a  term  of  school 
just  fourteen  years  before — the  first  term  in  the  new 
district — in  the  school  year  beginning  in  1899  and 
ending  in  1900;  however,  he  only  taught  ten  winter 
terms  and  one  summer  term,  altogether.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  twentieth  century  he  taught  school 
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several  years  in  succession  in  Deep  Valley,  Spring- 
hill  Township — his  home  town — from  which  place, 
each  spring,  after  closing  out  his  own  school,  he 
led  his  most  advanced  pupils  into  the  Waynesburg 
College  for  the  spring  and  summer  terms.  Some  of 
these  students — his  own  classmates  in  college  then — 
are  now  prominent  figures  in  several  different  pro¬ 
fessions,  some  of  whom  have  located  far  away  from 
their  old  homes.  However,  a  movement  is  now  in 
progress,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bissett,  to  have 
this  famous  old  class  of  his  hold  a  yearly  reunion, 
the  first  meeting  of  which  will  most  likely  be  called 
together  at  the  “Little  Old  School  House  on  the 
Hill”  at  Deep  Valley,  Springhill  Township,  Greene 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Bissett  who  has  always  led  an  active  life  has 
traveled  over  a  large  portion  of  our  country — has 
crossed  it  from  east  to  west  and  north  to  south — and 
toured  some  in  Canada  and  Old  Mexico,  but  still 
resides  at  the  old  homestead  on  Bissett’s  Run  in 
Springhill  Township. 

While  still  engaged  in  his  school  work  Mr.  Bis¬ 
sett  became  an  agent  for  the  C.  A.  House  Company 
(music  dealers),  the  oldest  concern  of  its  kind  in 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and  he  represented  this 
well-known  concern  in  his  native  region  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  where,  it  is  claimed,  he  has  sold  over 
one  hundred  pianos  and  organs  within  a  radius  of 
ten  miles  of  his  home. 

In  1914  he  also  became  the  pioneer  of  the  Ford 
agents  in  Springhill  and  Gilmore  townships,  and  he 
sold  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  Ford  cars  in  this 
limited  territory  in  six  years.  In  1920,  when  Mr. 
Ford  insisted  upon  his  agents  building  greater  serv¬ 
ice  stations,  Mr.  Bissett,  thinking  that  he  had  almost 
reached  the  saturating  point,  gave  up  his  Ford 
agency  which  was  absorbed  by  the  Mt.  Morris  Motor 
Company,  Ford  dealers  of  Waynesburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

During  the  same  period — 1914  to  1920 — he  also 
was  a  pioneer  agent  for  the  Delco  Light  Company 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  sold  a  number  of  these  well 
known  electric  light  plants  throughout  this  section 
of  the  country.  About  this  time  he  also  constructed 
an  ice  cream  plant  of  his  own  and  successively  man¬ 
ufactured  and  sold  ice  cream  for  several  years  in 
his  immediate  neighborhood. 

While  engaged  in  these  business  enterprises,  Mr. 
Bissett  was  becoming  more  and  more  interested  in 
the  development  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry  in  this 
section  of  Greene  County.  In  1905,  Mr.  Bissett  took 
a  pumping  job  for  the  South  Penn  Oil  Company 
and  worked  for  them  two  years,  when  there  came 
a  “lay  off”  among  the  employees  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Company.  As  usual,  the  youngest  men  were 
laid  off  first,  the  single  men  next,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Bis¬ 
sett.  being  caught  both  ways  here,  awoke  one  day 
without  a  job;  but  he  soon' secured  another,  and  a 
wife  too,  “both  of  which  he  still  holds  yet,”  as  the 
writer  heard  him  say,  boasting,  in  a  clever  joke,  and 
that  was  twenty-five  years  ago. 

On  July  9,  1907,  Mr.  Bissett  took  charge  of  an  oil 
and  gas  lease  on  the  G.  W.  Kuhn  Farm  in  Church 
District,  Wetzel  County,  West  Virginia  for  S.  W. 
Meals,  J.  W.  McCool,  et  ah,  later  known  as  the 
Kuhn  Farm  Oil  Company,  all  of  which  Mr.  Meals 
and  Mr.  Bissett  now  own  themselves  in  a  co-partner¬ 
ship  of  equal  shares.  In  the  meantime — driving 
harder  than  ever  since  he  got  married — Mr.  Bissett 
organized  several  other  adventures  in  the  oil  and 
gas  business,  the  most  important  ones  being  known 


as  the  Deep  Valley  Oil  and  Gas  Trust,  the  Key¬ 
stone  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  and  the  Enterprise 
Oil  and  Gas  Company,  under  which  title  he  drilled 
his  own  farm  himself.  Mr.  Bissett  is  still  the  man¬ 
ager  and  agent  of  practically  all  these  organizations 
and  he  still  owns  from  fifty  per  cent,  to  one  hundred 
per  cent,  of  practically  all  of  them,  except  the  Deep 
Valley  Oil  and  Gas  Trust  which  he  sold  at  public 
auction,  July  3,  1926,  to  the  McNicholas  Brothers. 

In  1926,  Mr.  Bissett  purchased  a  site  on  Wagon 
Road  Run  in  Springhill  Township  (about  the  center 
of  his  oil  and  gas  possessions)  and  erected  thereon 
a  gas  compressing  station  from  where  he  now  pumps 
and  delivers  his  gas,  selling  it  to  the  Peoples  Natural 
Gas  Company  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1931-32  he  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Peoples  Natural  Gas 
Company  to  pump  more  of  his  neighbors’  gas,  pur¬ 
chased  the  Boundy  Brothers  Gas  Compressing  Sta¬ 
tion  on  Pigeon  Run,  Springhill  Township,  and  is 
now  pumping  practically  all  the  gas  in  this  vicinity, 
where  he  also  owns  a  half  interest  in  a  half  dozen 
oil  wells.  In  addition  to  his  own  organizations,  Mr. 
Bissett,  in  partnership  with  W.  C.  Gray,  in  1930, 
purchased  the  Specht  and  Taylor  and  W.  R.  Tague 
interests  on  Wagon  Road  Run.  Mr.  Bissett  also 
owns  his  own  farm — one  hundred  and  twenty  acres — 
being  the  old  Bissett  Homestead  in  Springhill  Town¬ 
ship,  on  which  he  is  now  making  extensive  improve¬ 
ments. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Bissett  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Laurel  Run  at  which  place 
he  has  attended  both  church  and  Sunday  school  ever 
since  except  for  short  intervals  during  sickness, 
absence  from  home,  etc.,  and  he  has  been  teaching  a 
class  in  the  Laurel  Run  Sunday  school  for  nearly 
forty  years,  where  his  family  are  also  in  regular 
attendance  with  him. 

During  his  youth  Mr.  Bissett  joined  Littleton 
Lodge,  No.  21,  Knights  of  Pythias,  also,  Jollytown 
Lodge,  No.  1093,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  of  both  of  which  he  is  no  longer  an  active  mem¬ 
ber.  But  later  in  life  he  joined  Lodge  No.  757, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  at 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  he  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Amorc — a  Rosicrucian — of  San  Jose, 
California.  He  has  also  served  as  school  director, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  various  other  township 
offices,  and  has  been  local  chairman  of  the  Red 
Cross  for  a  number  of  years  in  this  vicinity  where 
he  still  spends  much  of  his  time,  talent  and  means 
in  a  tireless  effort  to  insure  the  “poor  and  needy” 
a  “square  deal.”  Fearlessly  scrapping  for  the  help¬ 
less  has  long  been  his  “chief  delight.” 

Marion  Wilson  Bissett  was  married,  February  7. 
1907,  at  Oakland,  Maryland,  to  Nellie  May  Auten, 
of  Moundsville,  West  Virginia,  a  daughter  of  Calvin 
Luther  and  Fannie  (Lowe)  Auten.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bissett  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  boys 
and  two  girls:  Joseph  Emory,  Wilbur  Kenneth, 
Mary  Elizabeth,  Nellie  May,  Jr.,  Marion  Wilson, 
Jr.,  and  Alvie  Edison  Bissett;  and,  they  also  have 
two  grandchildren:  Wanda  Mardell  and  George 
Godlip  Bissett,  both  being  the  children  of  Joseph 
Emory  Bissett,  who  married  Jenova  Gay  Spragg,  a 
daughter  of  Jerry  Marion  and  Gertrude  May  (Mus- 
grave)  Spragg  of  Littleton,  West  Virginia,  April 
9,  1927. 

Mr.  Bissett  whose  ancestors  were  all 
“Born  in  the  native  haunts  of  the  wildwoods 
And  raised  among  the  woodland  echoes” 
is  a  lover  of  nature  himself,  and  is  said  to  own  the 
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biggest  library  in  his  neighborhood,  including  the 
complete  works  of  practically  all  of  the  great  natu¬ 
ralists. 

In  the  year  1925 — just  a  century  after  their  ances¬ 
tors  landed  here — the  Bissett  Clan  held  a  centenary 
reunion  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Bissett’s  father  (Thomas 
Jefferson  Bissett)  with  whom  he  was  living  at  that 
time.  Mr.  Bissett  had  been  planning  and  laboring 
for  many  months,  and  spent  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  in  preparation  and  advertisement  for  the  oc¬ 
casion  which  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of 
descendants  of  their  original  ancestors,  together  with 
a  number  of  their  old  associates  and  neighbors,  from 
other  clans,  who  have  married  and  intermarried  into 
this  famous  old  clan-  of  people  until  many  of  the 
original  clans  are  now  literally  welded  together  into 
new  clans  or  strains  of  blood;  and  well  may  we  say, 
as  John  Wanamaker,  the  merchant  prince,  has  so 
aptly  put  it:  “We  know  not  which  of  our  ancestors 
comes  up  in  us  in  this  moment  or  that — now  the 
tiger,  now  the  eagle,  now  the  praying  mother,  now 
the  daring  sire,  now  some  mean  soul  that  got  into  the 
current  by  a  mystery  never  explained.”  And,  as  Mr. 
Bissett  has  often  quoted:  “All  along  the  path  he 
trod,  Mr.  Wanamaker  left  wisdom’s  fruit  and  bril¬ 
liant  flowers  of  kindness  and  religion  that  will  do 
>ou  good  to  emulate.” 

Mr.  Bissett  is  the  secretary  of  his  clan  who  are 
still  holding  their  yearly  reunions,  and  he  has 
gathered  and  compiled  a  considerable  amount  of  their 
folk  lore  and  data,  and  has  written  a  brief  record 
of  their  early  struggles  and  hardships  in  the  “howl¬ 
ing  wilderness”  they  found  here  and  helped  to  clear 
up  and  make  it  a  fit  place  in  which  to  live  and  raise 
their  families. 

It  has  long  been  a  hobby  of  Mr.  Bissett  to  keep 
everybody  around  him  busy — a  habit,  no  doubt,  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  school  room — which  later  in  life,  he 
has  applied  to  all  the  labor  he  can  control  and  make 
use  of  in  his  neighborhood,  and  it  is  said  that  prac¬ 
tically  everybody  who  has  ever  lived  in  his  vicinity, 
has  worked  for  him,  in  one  or  more  of  his  many 
enterprises,  at  one  time  or  another,  and,  he  enjoys 
a  very  large  acquaintance. 

Endeavoring  to  read  the  “Great  Book  of  Human 
Nature,”  and  trying  to  help  the  other  fellow,  are 
two  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  Mr.  Bissett’s 
personality. 

“Grant  me  to  be  beautiful  within,  and  all  I  have  of 
outward  things  to  be  at  peace  with  those  within,” 
as  Socrates  expressed  it,  is  one  among  many  of  his 
favorite  expressions,  but  “May  the  words  of  my 
mouth  and  the  meditations  of  my  heart  be  acceptable 
unto  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  my  strength  and  my  Re¬ 
deemer!” — the  daily  song  of  David  the  Shepherd,  has 
been  his  morning  lay  for  forty  years  or  more. 


J.  BOYNTON  NEVLING  is  a  descendant  of 
Jacob  Nevling,  who  was  born  in  and  came  from 
Germany  to  America'  when  twenty-one  years  or  more 
of  age  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a 
private  in  Captain  Dubler’s  4th  Battalion  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  James  Burd  and  was  lost  in 
the  battle  of  Brandywine,  September  11,  1 777.  To 
the  union  of  Jacob  Nevling  and  Mary,  his  wife,  two 
sons  were  born,  one,  John  Adam  Nevling,  in  1777.* 
and  to  the  union  of  John  Adam  Nevling  and  Edith 
Vaughn,  his  wife,  twelve  children  were  born.  The 
youngest  of  these  was  Greenbury  Blake  Nevling, 


born  June  18,  1834,  in  Huntingdon  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  died  November  5,  1915,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  War,  a  member  of  Company  K,  mth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Regiment,  Volunteer  Infantry  and  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Henry  B.  Swoope’s  Company  C,  Pennsylvania 
Militia.  He  was  one  of  the  soldiers  who  was  with 
General  Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea.  Green¬ 
bury  Blake  Nevling,  on  October  9,  1858,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  Ann  Conrad,  a  native  of 
Blair  County,  born  June  13,  1835,  and  died  October 
17,  1912.  This  union  was  blessed  with  six  children. 
1.  May  (Mrs.  E.  E.  Barr),  who  died  January  3, 
1890.  2.  J.  Boynton,  of  further  mention.  3.  Eliza, 
of  Clearfield.  4.  Blake,  who  died  December  10,  1924. 

5.  Plenry  Boehm,  of  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania. 

6.  Reuben  Fitch,  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania. 

J.  Boynton  Nevling,  of  this  review,  as  a  boy  at¬ 
tended  the  township  schools  and  a  term  of  normal 
school  in  Curwensville,  teaching  a  country  school 
in  Cambria  County  the  following  winter  and  attend¬ 
ing  a  term  of  normal  school  in  Clearfield  the  fol¬ 
lowing  summer. 

He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Woodland  Fire 
Brick  Company  at  Woodland,  Pennsylvania,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  six  years.  It  was  his  original 
purpose  to  lead  a  professional  life  and  he  read  medi¬ 
cine  for  a  short  period.  In  returning  to  Clearfield 
he  became  interested  in  business,  first  with  Townsend 
and  Nevling  in  the  planing  mill  and  later  in  other 
business  for  himself,  until  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Clearfield,  first  as  teller 
and  later  as  cashier.  He  severed  his  connection  with 
the  bank  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  public  util¬ 
ities  of  the  town.  For  almost  four  decades  he  has 
been  associated  with  one  or  more  of  them  and,  at 
the  present  time,  is  the  president  and  manager  of 
the  Clearfield  Water  Company. 

In  the  year  1910,  with  his  brother,  Reuben  Fitch, 
he  entered  the  coal  business  and  organized  the 
Nevling  Coal  Mining  Company,  and  during  the 
World  War  was  active  in  the  production  of  coal,  in 
Decatur  Township,  Clearfield  County.  In  addition 
to  his  own  business  affairs  he  has  represented  and 
assisted  in  the  settlement  of  several  estates.  .Mr. 
Nevling  has  been  a  director  in  the  County  National 
Bank  of  Clearfield  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 

In  early  life  he  became  interested  in  Masonry, 
and  he  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  connected 
with  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  at  Clear¬ 
field;  Moshannon  Commandery  at  Philipsburg;  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory  at  Williamsport;  and.  Jaffa 
Temple  at  Altoona,  having  passed  the  chairs  by 
service  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Comman¬ 
dery.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  Council  and  Encampment  at  Clear¬ 
field,  having  passed  the  chairs  by  service  in  the  lodge. 

His  religious  faith  is  Methodist  Episcopal;  his 
first  connection  was  with  the  Woodland  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  since  coming  to  Clearfield 
it  has  been  with  the  church  now  known  as  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal.  He  is  quiet  and  retiring  in 
nature  closely  applying  himself  to  his  church,  lodge 
and  business  connections. 

J.  Boynton  Nevling  married  on  October  19,  1887, 
Bertha  A.  Shaw  of  Clearfield.  To  this  marriage 
there  have  been  children  as  follows:  I.  Rhoda  S., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  James  G.  Clune,  a 
practicing  dentist  in  New  York  City  and  who  lives 
at  Ossining,  New  York.  2.  Margaret,  who  died  in 
childhood.  3.  A  boy,  who  died  in  infancy. 
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JUDGE  JONATHAN  NICHOLAS  LANG- 

HAM — Throughout  the  years  of  a  varied  and  useful 
life,  Judge  Jonathan  Nicholas  Langham  has  served 
his  State  and  country  in  a  public  and  usually  an 
official  capacity  and  has  won  a  reputation  for  ability, 
devotion  and  efficiency,  which  is  enviable.  As  an 
educator,  lawyer,  congressman  and  judge,  he  has 
been  an  examplar  of  high  ideals  and  public-minded- 
ness.  Admired  and  respected  by  colleagues  and  ad¬ 
versaries,  he  holds  the  confidence  of  all  and  has  been 
steadfast  in  his  devotion  to  duty.  Despite  the  tre¬ 
mendous  amount  of  time  and  energy  expended  in 
connection  with  professional  and  public  service, 
Judge  Langham  has  played  prominent  and  popular 
roles  in  fraternal  and  social  life,  civic  and  humani¬ 
tarian  affairs.  He  is  a  native  of  Grant  Township, 
Indiana  County,  born  August  4,  1861,  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Eliza  Jane  (Barr)  Langham. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  which  seems  to  be  the  finest 
starting  point  for  achievement,  Jonathan  (“Nick”) 
Langham,  laid  the  foundations  of  the  health  and  vigor 
and  capacity  for  hard  work  which  have  character¬ 
ized  his  career.  After  preliminary  studies  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School, 
located  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  During  the  following  decade  he  taught  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  Purchase  Line  Academy. 
Ambitious  along  other  lines,  the  future  Judge  was 
gradually  preparing  himself  for  a  legal  career.  To 
this  end  he  read  law  under  the  late  John  N.  Banks 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Indiana  County  bar,  on 
December  3,  1888.  For  a  time  he  carried  on  his 
work  as  an  educator  together  with  his  professional 
activities  as  a  lawyer. 

Over  a  period  of  four  years,  Judge  Langham  was 
postmaster  of  Indiana;  he  also  served  six  years  as 
Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  the  Western 
District  of  Pennsylvania.  For  a  while  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  special  work  for  the  department  of  justice 
as  an  investigator  in  Oklahoma  and  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory.  He  was  five  years  a  chief  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor-general  of  the  State.  A  Republican  in 
his  political  allegiance  from  the  time  of  his  majority, 
Judge  Langham  was  honored  with  the  nomination 
by  his  party  for  Congressman,  and  was  elected  to 
the  Sixty-first,  Sixty-second  and  Sixty-third  Na¬ 
tional  congresses,  representing  the  Twenty- seventh 
Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  had  a 
part  in  some  of  the  progressive  legislation  passed 
by-  these  bodies.  Elected  judge  of  the  Fortieth  Judi¬ 
cial  District,  Pennsylvania,  in  1915,  Judge  Langham 
was  reelected  in  1925,  and  began  on  January  1,  1926, 
a  second  term  as  president  judge,  which  extends  to 
1936.  He  was  never  defeated  for  any  office  for  which 
he  was  a  candidate.  By  temperament,  training  and 
experience,  Judge  Langham  is  eminently  fitted  for 
the  office  he  now  holds.  He  knows  and  understands 
humanity, _  lacks  no  grasp  of  the  law  however  much 
he  is  inclined  to  temper  justice  with  mercy,  is  com¬ 
mon-sensed  and  fair  in  his  judgments  and  has  always 
the  courage  of  his  convictions. 

Judge  Langham  has  given  his  life  to  public  serv¬ 
ice  and  has  few  direct  interests  in  commerce  and 
industry,  although  at  one  time  he  was  a  director  of 
the  Farmers  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  Indiana. 
Since  young  manhood  he  has  been  affiliated  with 
various  fraternal  organizations  and  has  risen  high  in 
the  Masonic  Order.  He  is  a  Past  Junior  Warden, 
Senior  Warden  and  Worshipful  Master  of  Lodge, 
No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Indiana;  a 
member  of  Pennsylvania  Consistory,  Pittsburgh, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  an  honorary 


member  of  the  Supreme  Council,  thirty-third  degree, 
Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  a 
Past  Noble  Grand,  and  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  August  12,  1891,  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
Jonathan  Nicholas  Langham  married  Clara  Cam¬ 
eron,  daughter  of  John  Graham  and  Jane  (Wilson) 
Cameron,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Nora  Louise,  born  August  25,  1894,  who  married 
James  Roy  Maloney.  2.  Elizabeth  Cameron,  who 
married  John  Raymond  Baldridge. 


ALBERT  BOARDMAN  KERR — A  cosmopo¬ 
lite,  as  much  at  home  abroad  as  he  is  in  his  own 
country,  Albert  Boardman  Kerr,  lawyer,  author,  man 
of  affairs,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Clear¬ 
field,  in  1875,  a  son  of  James  and  Julia  Boardman 
(Smith)  Kerr.  The  preliminaries  of  his  education 
came  from  local  schools,  and  he  was  graduated  from 
Yale  University,  in  1897,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  Matriculating  at  the  New  York  Law 
School,  he  received  his  degree,  Bachelor  of  Laws, 
in  1899,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
that  same  year.  Later  in  that  same  year,  1899,  he 
started  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York 
City,  which  metropolis  was  the  setting  for  his  career 
over  the  following  twenty-two  years.  While  making 
New  York  his  professional  headquarters,  Mr.  Kerr 
was  successively  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Sage, 
Kerr  and  Gray,  1903-05;  Zabriskie,  Murray,  Sage 
and  Kerr,  1905-18;  Zabriskie,  Kerr  and  Gray,  1918- 
1921.  Gifted  with  a  natural  aptitude  for  specialized 
law,  Mr.  Kerr  gradually  won  recognition  as  an  au¬ 
thority  on  certain  phases  of  the  law,  and  in  later  years 
limited  his  activities  to  the  field  with  which  he  was 
most  familiar  and  in  which  he  was  most  keenly 
interested.  He  was  the  American  counsel  of  the 
Royal  Bank  of  Canada  from  1905  to  1921. 

In  1921,  Mr.  Kerr  broke  all  professional  connec¬ 
tions  and  went  abroad  for  two  years,  traveling  in 
Europe,  and  during  this  period  made  some  of  the 
contacts  in  England  and  France  which  never  since 
have  been  broken.  He  now  maintains  Villa  Unicorn, 
Golfe-Juan  (A.  M.)  France,  as  a  home,  but  maintains 
his  associations  in  the  town  of  his  birth,  Clearfield, 
Pennsylvania.  The  national  capital  seems  to  attract 
the  best  legal  minds  of  the  country,  and  upon  his 
return  to  the  United  States  in  1922,  Mr.  Kerr  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  practice  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia.  He  was  by  no  means  unacquainted  with 
this  city,  for  in  1918  he  was  appointed  chief  coun¬ 
sel  of  the  bureau  of  industrial  housing  and  trans¬ 
portation  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Labor, 
and  served  during  the  World  War  period  with  great 
helpfulness  and  honor.  He  is  now  again  practicing 
law  in  New  York  City  in  association  with  his  old 
firm,  now  Zabriskie,  Sage,  Gray  and  Todd,  at  No. 
49  Wall  Street. 

Mr.  Kerr  is  well  known  for  the  versatility  of  his 
interests  and  ability.  He  writes  well  and  is  the  author 
of  “Jacques  Coeur,  Merchant  Prince  of  the  Middle 
Ages,”  published  in  1927,  and  of  “The  Long  Crooked 
River,”  a  tale  of  the  Pennsylvania  frontier.  A  Demo¬ 
crat  in  his  political  allegiance,  he  played  a  prom¬ 
inent  role  in  New  York  City,  in  1910,  as  chairman 
of  the  Bannard  Campaign  Club  in  the  campaign  of 
the  late  Otto  T.  Bannard  for  mayor  of  that  city. 
A  partial  list  of  the  clubs  in  which  Mr.  Kerr  is  a 
popular  and  prominent  figure  reflects  rather  clearly 
the  variety  of  his  activities;  among  them  are:  Union 
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of  New  York;  Metropolitan  of  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia;  Travelers  of  Paris,  France;  Authors,  of 
London,  England;  Alpha  Delta  Phi  and  Skull  and 
Bones,  of  Yale  University. 

GRIFFITH  ALEXANDER  HEROLD— In  a 

general  practice  of  law,  Griffith  Alexander  Herold 
has  established  himself  in  his  native  city  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  McKean  County,  where  his  work  in  several 
outstanding  murder  cases  is  leading  him  more  and 
more  into  the  field  of  criminal  law.  His  achievements 
have  been  noteworthy;  and  his  is  a  career  of  both 
splendid  record  and  brilliant  promise. 

Mr.  Herold  was  born  on  October  18,  1904,  in 
Bradford,  son  of  George  A.  and  Anna  H.  Herold. 
His  father  was  a  mechanic.  In  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Bradford,  Griffith  A.  Herold  received  his 
early  education,  beginning  his  college  work  in  1922, 
the  year  of  his  graduation  from  high  school.  From 
the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michi¬ 
gan,  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1926, 
receiving  from  the  same  institution  his  Bachelor  of 
Laws  degree  two  years  later,  in  1928. 

It  was  in  June,  1929,  that  he  started  his  active 
practice  of  law  in  Bradford,  his  native  place.  Down 
to  the  present,  he  has  given  his  energies  to  the  whole 
realm  of  legal  work,  though  his  associations  with 
Charles  J.  Margiotti  in  several  prominent  murder 
cases  have  given  him  a  wide  reputation  as  a  criminal 
lawyer,  with  the  result  that  he  may  direct  his  talent 
in  this  field.  He  is,  however,  engaged  in  consider¬ 
able  corporation  activity,  serving  as  counsel  to  the 
Tuna  Valley  Building  and  Loan  Association  and 
other  Bradford  companies. 

It  is  inevitable  that  a  man  of  Mr.  Herold’s  dis¬ 
position  should  early  acquire  an  interest  in  his  city 
and  its  institutions.  And  he  has  concerned  himself 
constructively  with  a  number  of  local  problems.  In 
1930  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  of 
Bradford  for  a  term  to  expire  in  1934.  He  is  also 
director  of  parks  and  public  property.  His  member¬ 
ships  in  such  groups  as  the  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  give  him  fra¬ 
ternal  contacts  of  a  most  substantial  nature.  His 
church  is  the  Presbyterian.  Into  all  his  many  activ¬ 
ities  and  affiliations,  Mr.  Herold  has  consistently  put 
his  best  energies;  and  his  enthusiasm  has  been  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  success  of  more  than  one  Brad¬ 
ford  enterprise,  as  well  as  for  the  furtherance  of  a 
useful  legal  career. 

Griffith  Alexander  Herold  married,  on  November 
28,  1929,  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  Mary  Boviard 
Downs,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Boviard) 
Downs. 


MERRILL  NATHANIEL  DAVIS— In  the  indus¬ 
trial  life  of  New  England  and  Pennsylvania,  Mer¬ 
rill  Nathaniel  Davis  has  played  roles  varied  and 
important.  His  achievements  as  a  business  leader 
have  been  outstanding,  and  his  contribution  to  civic 
endeavors  have  been  of  value  to  a  high  degree.  His 
life  story  might  be  titled  “From  office  boy  to  execu¬ 
tive,”  and  be  written  as  a  tale  of  talent,  diligence, 
power  and  achievement.  He  made  himself,  and  to  a 
great  extent  his  opportunities.  His  is  a  happy  com¬ 
bination  of  breadth  of  vision  and  the  courageous 
force  to  make  the  vision  come  true,  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  worker  and  the  true  student,  of  the  man  of 
action  and  the  delightful  companion.  He  is  a  native 
of  Maine  born  at  Millbridge,  January  10,  1886,  son 
of  George  W.  and  Flora  (Stover)  Davis,  members 


of  families  that  are  recorded  among  the  pioneers  of 
New  England. 

Mr.  Davis  received  the  preliminaries  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
town.  Although  now  a  man  in  his  ’forties,  he  does 
not  consider  his  education  complete.  All  along 
through  his  career  he  has  pursued  specialized  courses 
in  law,  business  administration,  mechanical  engineer¬ 
ing,  advertising,  anything  and  everything  that  will 
help  in  the  promotion  of  the  work  then  on  hand,  and 
will  round  out  a  knowledge  which  his  ambition  de¬ 
mands.  He  is  well  known  to  hundreds  of  men  in  all 
walks  of  life  and  is  universally  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  informed  business  leaders  of  the  day. 

The  business  career  of  Merrill  N.  Davis  may  be 
summarized  in  very  few  sentences  if  details  are 
omitted.  It  began  when  he  became  an  office  boy  with 
the  H.  K.  Barnes  Company,  of  Boston.  From  this 
firm  he  went  to  the  Empire  Rubber  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  that  same  city,  and  later  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  C.  A.  Claflin  Company  of  Boston. 
He  resigned  to  become  associated  with  the  B.  F. 
Goodrich  Rubber  Company,  first  at  Boston  and  later 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  leaving  this  famous  corporation  to 
organize  the  Rexhide  Rubber  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  at  East  Brady,  Pennsylvania.  The  business 
man  of  the  decades,  1912  to  1932,  has  had  to  fight 
his  way  through  more  changes  and  greater  difficul¬ 
ties  than  have  characterized  any  other  twenty  years 
in  our  history;  the  survivor  is  worthy  of  all  praise 
and  admiration.  The  entrance  of  the  United  States 
into  the  World  War  made  and  unmade  industrial 
concerns  of  all  kinds.  It  retarded  the  development 
of  the  Rexhide  Company’s  business.  Mr.  Davis 
undismayed,  did  what  was  best  with  his  own  affairs 
and  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and  energies 
to  the  promotion  of  the  various  war-time  “drives” 
for  funds,  whether  for  the  Red  Cross  Society  and 
other  humanitarian  organizations  of  that  day,  or  the 
raising  of  quotas  for  the  Liberty  and  other  govern¬ 
mental  loans.  He  is,  to  quote  a  friend,  “a  go-getter” 
and  this  characteristic  was  of  great  value  in  that 
tense  period,  and  his  services  were  greatly  sought. 
Mr.  Davis  returned  to  the  Goodrich  Company  for  a 
time,  and  in  1919  came  with  the  S.  R.  Dresser  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  as 
special  representative  and  advertising  manager.  When 
the  company  was  reorganized  in  1929*  Merrill  N. 
Davis  was  elected  a  director  and  the  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  corporation,  offices  which  he  has  since 
held.  The  S.  R.  Dresser  Company  was  organized 
in  1905,  as  a  successor  to  a  business  founded  in  1880, 
and  manufactures  a  complete  line  of  couplings, 
sleeves,  fittings  and  other  standard  accessories  for 
the  construction  and  operation  of  pipe  lines  of  all 
sizes.  It  holds  a  foremost  position  in  supplying  the 
extensive  American  natural  gas  pipe  line  field,  as  well 
as  manufactured  gas  and  miscellaneous  piping  sys¬ 
tems.  It  includes  some  of  the  most  famous  names 
in  the  pipe  lines  users  in  the  United  States.  To 
supply  the  trade  a  plant  appraised  at  more  than 
$2,000,000  is  required,  and  does  a  business  which  in 
normal  times  yields  annual  profits  of  nearly  $1,000,- 
000.  These  dry  statistics  are  given  here  both  for 
their  historical  value  as  a  mention  of  one  of  the  large 
industrial  corporations  of  Bradford  and  the  State, 
and  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  Mr.  Davis  as  an 
active  executive  of  this  company  is  engaged  in  a 
business  of  no  small  importance.  It  may  be  worthy 
of  record  that  he  is  also  the  vice-president  and  the 
general  manager  of  the  Dresser  Company,  Limited, 
of  Canada. 
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Many  persons  intent  upon  their  business  have  little 
time  or  desire  for  personal  diversion  and  social  in¬ 
tercourse.  Mr.  Davis  enjoys  life  thoroughly,  mingles 
a  great  deal  with  others,  has  a  legion  of  friends, 
and  puts  the  same  nervous  energy  which  drives  him 
on  his  industrial  activities  into  the  promotion  of  civic, 
social,  and  humanitarian  movements.  Fraternally,  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  being  a  member  of  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry, 
both  Scottish  and  York  Rites,  and  the  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
Perhaps  nothing  can  so  well  throw  light  upon  his 
numerous  contacts  and  interests  than  a  listing  of 
some  of  the  organizations  and  clubs  of  which  he  is 
a  member.  He  is  president  of  the  Bradford  Coun¬ 
try  Club;  ex-president  of  the  Park  Street  Club  of 
Boston,  having  served  as  president  in  1912-13;  non¬ 
resident  member  of  the  Keystone  Athletic  Club  of 
Pittsburgh;  member  of  the  Bradford  Gun  Club,  the 
Bradford  Valley  Hunt  Club,  the  Lafayette  Fish  and 
Gun  Club  of  Bradford,  the  Mt.  Desert  Island  Club 
of  Boston,  and  the  Medina  Athletic  Club  of  Chicago, 
Illinois;  and  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Bradford.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Petroleum  Institute;  American 
Gas  Association,  of  the  manufacturing  division,  of 
which  he  is  vice-chairman;  West  Virginia  Gas  and 
Oil  Association;  Canadian  Gas  Association;  Canadian 
Natural  Gas  and  Petroleum  Association;  Pacific 
Coast  Gas  Association;  Mid-Continent  Gas  and  Oil 
Association;  and  many  others.  In  his  religious  fel¬ 
lowship  Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  Protestant  Episcopal,  of  Bradford. 

On  June  24,  1908,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Mer¬ 
rill  N.  Davis  married  Hattie  Edith  Jones,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Dorothy  Elizabeth 
and  Merrill  N.,  Jr. 


ORVILLE  CLARE  KENT — As  attorney-at-law 
and  in  recent  years  as  judge  of  the  Thirtieth  Judicial 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  Orville  Clare  Kent  of 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  has  given  proof  of  his  abil¬ 
ity  and  knowledge  as  a  lawyer  and  jurist.  He  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  legal  circles  for  his 
grasp  of  the  law,  his  great  common  sense,  clear  and 
sympathetic  understanding  of  human  problems  and 
motives  and  keen  appreciation  of  fairness  and  justice. 
He  is  a  native  of  Espyville,  North  Shenango  Town¬ 
ship,  Crawford  County,  born  June  15,  1876,  son  of 
Dr.  John  Orville  and  Mary  (Free)  Kent,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  well-known  and  much  beloved  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon.  The  son  acquired  his  elemen¬ 
tary  academic  training  in  the  elementary  schools  of 
his  birthplace  and  at  the  Linesville  High  School. 
Matriculating  at  Allegheny  College,  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1896.  He  then  read  law  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Hon.  Joshua  Douglas  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  May  30,  1900.  Later  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  Appellate  Courts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  in  United  States  courts.  From 
1900  to  January,  1928,  Mr.  Kent  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  _  at  Meadville,  and  was  prominent  in  much 
of  the  important  litigation  of  the  city  and  Crawford 
County.  He  has  a  natural  aptitude  for  specialized 
law  and  is  recognized  among  his  colleagues  as  an 
authority  on  certain  phases  of  law.  Judge  Kent 
served  as  district  attorney  of  Crawford  County  for 
two  terms,  1906  to  1912,  and  was  county  solicitor 
from  1920  to  1924,  inclusive.  In  January,  1928  he 
was  elevated  to  the  judgeship  of  the  Thirtieth  Judi¬ 
cial  District  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  ten-year  term, 


in  which  capacity  he  is  now  (1932)  serving  as  pres¬ 
ident  judge. 

Aside  from  his  professional  activities,  Judge  Kent 
plays  an  outstanding  and  popular  role  in  fraternal 
and  organized  bodies.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member 
of  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry  up  to  and  including 
the  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  the  Temple,  Ancient  Ara¬ 
bic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  a  member 
of  Lodge  No.  408,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Past 
Commander  of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  Com- 
mandery,  No.  25,  Knights  Templar.  Judge  Kent  is 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  is  a 
Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  Lodge  No.  219,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  Past  District 
Deputy  of  Pennsylvania  Northwestern  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Along  the  line  of  his 
profession,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania  State  and  American  Bar  associations. 
Among  his  clubs  is  the  Kiwanis;  for  many  years  he 
has  been  a  communicant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  a  member  of  Stone  Church,  Mead¬ 
ville. 

On  April  14,  1903,  at  Waterford,  Pennsylvania, 
Orville  Clare  Kent  married  Marian  L.  Irvin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hugh  A.  and  Margaret  A.  Irvin,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  John  I.  Kent, 
born  April  4,  1904.  2.  Marion,  born  July  12,  1906, 
married  R.  G.  Fithian.  3.  Fay  Elizabeth,  born  July 
1,  1908,  married  John  C.  Chisholm,  Jr.  4.  Robert 
Free  Kent,  born  June  26,  1911. 


THOMAS  B.  BEAVER— A  member  of  an  old 
and  prominent  Pennsylvania  family  dating  back  to 
Colonial  days,  Mr.  Beaver  himself  is  a  native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  Centre  County.  The  son  of  a 
former  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  who  had  been  one 
of  this  State’s  most  illustrious  sons,  Mr.  Beaver’s 
position  in  the  community  is  naturally  one  of  impor¬ 
tance  and  influence.  But  this  position  comes  to  him 
by  no  means  because  of  his  ancestry,  being  rather 
the  result  of  his  own  personality,  his  keen  and  help¬ 
ful  interest  in  civic  affairs  and  his  many  fine  qualities 
of  the  mind  and  the  heart. 

The  Beaver  family,  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
article  is  a  member,  is  of  German  and  Huguenot 
antecedents.  Mr.  Beaver’s  earliest  ancestor  in  this 
country  came  here  from  Alsace  and  settled  in  Ches¬ 
ter  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1740.  The  great-great¬ 
grandfather  of  Thomas  B.  Beaver,  George  Beaver, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  General 
Anthony  Wayne  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
moved  to  Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Beaver’s  great-grandfather  was  a  clergyman. 

James  Addams  Beaver,  the  father  of  Thomas  B. 
Beaver,  was  born  at  Millerstown,  Perry  County, 
October  21,  1837,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  Eliza 
(Addams)  Beaver.  His  father  was  a  merchant  and 
early  in  life  settled  in  Perry  County,  where  he  died 
in  1840.  As  the  result  of  his  father’s  early  death, 
Governor  Beaver  was  brought  up  by  his  maternal 
grandfather.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  then  attended  for  two  years  the 
Pine  Grove  Mills  Academy,  from  where  he  went  to 
Jefferson  College,  at  Cannonsburg,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1856.  After  that  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Hugh  N.  Mc¬ 
Allister,  a  leading  lawyer  of  Bellefonte,  Centre 
County.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1859,  he 
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entered  into  practice  with  his  former  preceptor.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  Governor  Beaver  had  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Bellefonte  Fencibles,  a  volunteer  company, 
of  which  Hon.  A.  G.  Curtin,  later  the  Civil  War 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  was  then  the  captain.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Governor  Beaver  was 
a  second  lieutenant  of  this  company,  the  third  com¬ 
pany  to  arrive  for  military  service  at  Camp  Curtin 
following  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  At  that  time 
Governor  Beaver  was  chosen  first  lieutenant  of  the 
company,  which  became  Company  H,  2d  Regiment. 
With  it  he  served  gallantly  in  the  three  months  of 
the  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Sheridan.  In  spite  of  his  youth,  Governor 
Beaver  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
45th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  on  July  22,  1861.  He 
remained  with  this  regiment  for  nearly  a  year  at 
Beaufort  and  Hilton  Head,  South  Carolina.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1862,  he  was  made  colonel  of  the  148th 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  and  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  On  May  3,  1863,  Colonel  Beaver,  while 
leading  on  foot  his  regiment  to  action  at  Chancellors- 
ville,  Virginia,  was  wounded  severely.  While  not  yet 
fully  recovered  from  his  wounds,  he  was  placed  on 
the  staff  of  General  Couch  and  was  made  command¬ 
ing  officer,  at  Camp  Curtin,  at  Harrisburg,  where  he 
rendered  important  services  in  connection  with  the 
organization  of  emergency  regiments,  which  latter 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  In  July, 
1863,  Colonel  Beaver  rejoined  his  regiment,  with  which 
he  continued  to  serve  until  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor. 
During  this  battle  he  was  wounded  again  and  was 
brevetted  brigadier-general.  Again  he  recovered  and 
returned  to  active  service,  but,  in  June,  1864,  at 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  he  was  wounded  once  more. 
Within  two  months  General  Beaver  again  was  at  the 
front  and  on  August  24,  1864,  he  reported  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Hancock,  who  assigned  him  to  the  command  of 
the  4th  Brigade,  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps.  How¬ 
ever,  General  Beaver  was  not  destined  to  remain 
long  in  active  service,  for  on  that  very  day  he  was 
so  severely  wounded  in  the  right  leg  at  Ream’s  Sta¬ 
tion,  that  it  had  to  be  amputated.  He  was  mustered 
out  of  active  service  on  December  22,  1864,  and  at 
that  time  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Bellefonte. 
When  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  was  organ¬ 
ized,  Governor  Geary  commissioned  General  Beaver 
major-general  of  the  5th  Division,  and  he  continued 
in  the  military  service  of  his  State  until  1887.  In 
1880  he  was  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention,  which  nomi¬ 
nated  General  Garfield  for  President.  Two  years 
later,  in  1882,  General  Beaver  was  his  party’s  can¬ 
didate  for  Governor,  but  was  defeated  by  Robert 
Pattison.  Four  years  later,  however,  in  1886,  Gen¬ 
eral  Beaver  was  elected  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
by  a  majority  of  40,000.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan¬ 
uary  18,  1887,  and  served  with  great  distinction  as 
chief  executive  of  his  native  State.  Among  the  prin¬ 
cipal  features  of  his  administration  should  be  men¬ 
tioned  his  approval  of  prohibition  and  high  license 
legislation,  his  encouragement  of  industrial  educa¬ 
tion,  his  refusal  to  employ  military  force  in  the 
execution  of  civil  processes,  his  advocacy  of  a  new 
road  system,  his  reduction  of  the  State  debt  by  $3,- 
000,000.  During  the  Johnstown  flood  he  served  most 
capably  as  chairman  of  the  flood  relief  commission. 
In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1888  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  figures  on  the  Republican  side.  In  the 
same  year  he  also  served  as  president  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Forestry  Congress  held  at  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
In  1898  he  was  a  member  of  President  McKinley’s 


commission  for  the  investigation  of  the  United  States 
War  Department.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he 
served  two  successive  terms  as  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  being  first  elected  in  1896 
for  a  ten-year  term  and  reelected  in  1906  for  a  second 
term  of  ten  years.  For  many  years  he  was  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Pennsylvania  State  Col¬ 
lege,  serving  also  as  acting  president  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  for  some  time  during  the  early  part  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of  Washington  and  Jef¬ 
ferson  College  and  of  Lincoln  University.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  were  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  the  work  of  which  he  was  prominently  active  for 
many  years.  He  served  as  vice-moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  1888  and  again  in  1895  and  was 
a  delegate  to  the  General  Missionary  Conference  at 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1910.  At  that  occasion  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  conferred  upon  General 
Beaver  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  which 
had  also  been  conferred  upon  him  by  Dickinson 
College  and  by  Hanover  College. 

General  Beaver  married,  December  26,  1865,  Mary 
A.  McAllister,  a  daughter  of  his  former  law  partner. 
General  and  Mrs.  Beaver  became  the  parents  of  three 
sons:  1.  Gilbert  Addams,  of  Yorkstown  Heights.  2. 
Hugh  McAllister,  now  deceased.  3.  Thomas  B.,  of 
whom  further.  At  his  home  in  Bellefonte,  General 
Beaver  died  January  31,  1914,  being  survived  by  his 
wife  until  March  6,  1926. 

Thomas  B.  Beaver  was  born  at  Bellefonte,  Centre 
County,  April  8,  1875,  the  youngest  son  of  the  late 
Governor  James  Addams  and  Mary  A.  (McAllister) 
Beaver.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Bellefonte  Acad¬ 
emy  and  at  the  Harrisburg  Academy,  at  which  latter 
he  was  a  student  for  two  years.  In  1898  he  was 
graduated  from  Pennsylvania  State  College.  Mr. 
Beaver  served  very  capably  as  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  House  of  Representatives  at 
Harrisburg  during  1921-23.  During  Governor  Fisher’s 
administration  he  filled  an  important  office  in  one 
of  the  State  departments  in  Harrisburg  for  one  year 
and  a  half.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Bellefonte 
Borough  Council.  Mr.  Beaver’s  time  and  attention, 
however,  has  been  devoted  chiefly  to  his  agricultural 
interests,  consisting  of  a  fine  farm  just  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Bellefonte.  He  makes  his  home  in  the  old 
Beaver  homestead  in  Bellefonte.  He  has  also  impor¬ 
tant  other  interests  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bellefonte. 
Long  prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a 
member  of  numerous  Masonic  bodies,  including  the 
following:  Bellefonte  Lodge,  No.  268,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Bellefonte  Commandery,  No.  21, 
Knights  Templar;  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Altoona  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Beaver  married,  February  1,  1913,  Millicent 
Prince,  a  native  of  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaver 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  James  A.,  Margaret 
McAffee,  Katherine,  Thomas  B.,  Jr.,  and  Mary 
Allison. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  RENICK— As  a  young 

man  Mr.  Reniclc  engaged  in  railroad  work  and  ever 
since  then  he  has  continued  to  devote  himself  to  this 
type  of  work.  For  more  than  three  decades  he  has 
now  been  station  agent  of  the  Bessemer  and  Lake 
Erie  Railroad  at  Albion,  Erie  County.  As  the  result 
of  his  unusually  long  service,  he  is  widely  known 
in  railroad  circles.  Ever  since  coming  to  Albion, 
Mr.  Renick  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  the  life 
of  the  community.  Mr.  Renick’s  position  in  the  com- 
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munity  is  one  of  importance  and  influence  and  he 
enjoys,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  the  liking,  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  classes  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Charles  Edward  Renick  was  born  at  Keisters, 
Butler  County,  June  16,  1872,  a  son  of  William  B. 
and  Caroline  (Snyder)  Renick,  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  but  residents  of  this  country  since  their  early 
childhood.  Both  of  Mr.  Renick’s  parents  are  now 
deceased.  His  father  was  a  blacksmith.  Educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  region  and  at 
the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School,  which  he 
attended  for  one  year,  Mr.  Renick  became  a  clerk 
in  a  railroad  office  after  leaving  school.  In  1900  he 
was  appointed  station  agent  of  the  Bessemer  and 
Lake  Erie  Railroad  at  Albion,  Erie  County,  in  which 
position  he  has  continued  to  serve  ever  since  then. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Albion  and  of  the  Albion  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  of  both  of  which  he  has  served 
as  a  director  ever  since  they  were  organized.  Mr. 
Renick  has  also  taken  a  very  active  part  in  civic 
affairs  and  has  served  two  terms  each  as  auditor, 
burgess  and  member  of  the  board  of  education.  He 
is  now  president  of  the  Albion  Parent-Teachers  As¬ 
sociation.  For  many  years  prominently  active  in 
Masonic  affairs,  Mr.  Renick  is  a  member  of  Albion 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is 
a  Past  Master;  Conneautville  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Erie  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Erie  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
while  his  religious  affiliations  are  .with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Mr.  Renick  married,  September  10,  1902,  Sarah  E. 
Krumpe  like  himself  a  native  of  Butler  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Renick  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Herbert  E.,  a  graduate  of  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  Albion  and  of  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege,  now  connected  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
of  New  York  at  Portland,  Maine.  2.  William  F.,  a 
graduate  of  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools 
of  Albion  and  now  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  3. 
Robert  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  public  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Albion  and  of  Tri-State  College, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1931.  4. 
Mary  C.,  a  graduate  of  the  public  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Albion  and  now  a  student  at  the 
Slippery  Rock  Normal  School. 


ROBERT  L.  WALLACE  is  a  native  of  Law¬ 
rence  County,  born  April  16,  1876,  son  of  William 
Esther  (McChesney)  Wallace,  both  of  whom  are 
deceased.  His  father  was  for  many  years  a  promi¬ 
nent  stockman  and  farmer. 

Robert  L.  Wallace  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  Poland  Union  Seminary,  and  Grove  City 
College.  He  was  graduated  from  the  last  mentioned 
institution  in  1899  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in 
Philosophy.  After  teaching  for  five  years  in  Beaver 
and  Lawrence  counties  he  made  up  his  mind  to  be¬ 
come  a  lawyer  and  to  this  end  began  the  study  of  law 
under  Judge  J.  N.  Martin,  of  New  Castle.  Admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Lawrence  County  in  1903,  and  later 
to  the  other  courts,  Mr.  Wallace  established  himself 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His  clientele  is  both 
large  and  widely  spread  and  his  ability  and  skill  as 
an  attorney  are  well  known.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Bar  of  Mercer,  Dauphin  and  Allegheny 
counties,  a  past  president  of  the  Lawrence  County 


Bar  Association,  and  at  present  a  trustee  of  its 
library  committee.  For  the  past  nine  years  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace  has  been  a  member  of  the  State  board  of  the 
examiners  of  public  accountants;  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association. 

In  the  years  1909,  1911,  1917  and  1919,  Robert 
L.  Wallace  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Leg¬ 
islature  from  Lawrence  County  and  served  his  con¬ 
stituents  and  the  State  well.  During  Governor  Pin- 
chot’s  first  term,  he  was  deputy  attorney-general; 
Mr.  Wallace  is  now  counsel  for  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Workmen’s  Compensation  Board.  Neither  the 
practice  of  the  law  nor  political  duties  have  prevented 
Mr.  Wallace  from  taking  a  lively  interest  in  civil, 
social  and  fraternal  life.  As  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  New  Castle  Kiwanis  Club  he  was  its  second 
president  and  remains  a  member.  Fraternally,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Mahoning  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of 
Erie,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  Among  his  clubs  are  the  New  Castle  Sports¬ 
men’s  and  New  Castle  Field  clubs.  At  one  time  he 
was  a  trustee  of  Grove  City  College.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
whose  work  and  Sunday  school  he  is  active. 

Mr.  Wallace  married  Edna  Freese,  at  New  Castle, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  William 
L.,  Robert  E.,  Esther,  and  Joseph.  Mrs.  Wallace 
died  on  February  23,  1932,  greatly  mourned  by  her 
friends  and  family. 


BURT  C.  EDKIN — The  inventor  and  patentee  of 
a  number  of  important  processes  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  bronze,  Burt  C.  Edkin,  of  Erie, 
has  been  identified  with  this  line  throughout  his  busi¬ 
ness  career.  As  president  of  the  Erie  Bronze  Com¬ 
pany,  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  largest  concern  of  its 
kind  in  this  city,  and  he  is  active  in  the  civic  affairs 
and  commercial  movements  that  make  for  its  ad¬ 
vance. 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  May  20,  1871, 
Mr.  Edkin  is  the  son  of  William  Edkin,  a  wholesale 
giocer,  who  died  in  1925,  survived  by  his  wife.  The 
son,  Burt  C.,  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
bronze  manufacturing  trade  while  learning  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was  an  employee  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  in  1907,  in  association  with  J.  G.  Germann,  he 
organized  the  Germann  Bronze  Company  in  Erie. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Germann,  which  occurred 
in  1909,  Mr.  Edkin  was  elected  president  of  the  con¬ 
cern,  and  filled  the  position  until  1915,  in  which  year 
the  business  was  reorganized  as  the  Erie  Bronze 
Company,  at  whose  head  he  has  since  continued. 
This  company  has  fifty  thousand  square  feet  of  floor 
space  in  its  plant  at  Nineteenth  and  Chestnut  streets, 
where  sixty  persons  are  employed.  The  greater  pro¬ 
portion  by  far  of  the  company’s  products  are  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  city  of  Erie  area.  Not  a  little  of  the 
success  that  has  attended  the  concern’s  operations 
may  be  attributed  to  Mr.  Edkin’s  inventive  genius, 
as  his  devices  and  processes  have  facilitated  and  im¬ 
proved  the  manufacture  of  bronze.  He  is  commend- 
ably  proud  of  having  developed  the  business  to  its 
high  status  as  one  of  the  most  important  commer¬ 
cial  assets  of  the  city  of  Erie. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Manufacturers  Association  and  af¬ 
filiates  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
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of  Elks.  During  the  World  War  period  he  served 
on  campaign  committees  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives. 

Burt  C.  Edkin  married,  in  1896,  Anna  M.  Askin, 
a  native  of  this  State,  and  their  children  are:  1. 
Ruthie,  married  G.  Miller.  2.  Berna,  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Eckerd.  3.  Lester,  married  Catherine  Crotty. 
4.  Sallie.  5.  Robert,  a  graduate  of  the  Culver  Mili¬ 
tary  Academy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edkin  have  their  resi¬ 
dence  at  No.  317  Shawnee  Street,  Erie. 


JUDGE  AUSTIN  ROY  CHASE  — Fitted  by  tem¬ 
perament,  experience  and  training  for  the  law,  it  was 
but  a  natural  sequence  of  a  successful  career  as  an 
attorney-at-law  that  Austin  Roy  Chase  of  Clearfield, 
Pennsylvania,  was  elevated  to  the  bench  as  president 
judge  of  the  courts  of  the  Forty-sixth  Judicial  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  1923,  a  post  he  has 
filled  with  efficiency  and  outstanding  ability  ever 
since.  He  is  a  native  of  Clearfield  County,  born  in 
Boggs  Township,  April  2,  1883,  a  son  of  James 
Mitchell  and  Jennie  Chase,  the  former  during  the 
most  of  his  life  interested  in  lumber,  coal  and  clay 
operations. 

Austin  Roy  Chase  was  educated  in  the  Clearfield 
common  and  high  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
the  law  department  of  Dickinson  College  with  the 
class  of  1909,  holding  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  On  September  13,  1909,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Clearfield  County,  and  opened  an  office  in 
Clearfield  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  R.  Chase, 
attorney-at-law.  Ten  years  later,  with  J.  Mitchell 
Chase  he  entered  into  a  partnership  which  practiced 
as  Chase  and  Chase.  As  a  practicing  lawyer,  A.  R. 
Chase  won  the  esteem  of  both  his  colleagues  and  his 
clientele  for  his  knowledge  of  law,  easy  grasp  of 
details,  understanding  of  the  motives  of  human  nature 
and  his  ability  to  make  use  of  all  these  in  crystal- 
clear  presentation  of  cases.  He,  with  his  partner, 
was  represented  in  some  of  the  most  important 
litigation  carried  on  in  central  Pennsylvania  over  a 
period  of  several  decades.  In  1923  he  was  elected 
president  judge  of  the  courts  of  the  Forty-sixth  Judi¬ 
cial  District  and  was  inducted  to  his  place  upon  the 
bench,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1924.  His 
elevation  to  so  high  place  was  eminently  fitting,  for 
Judge  Chase  is  jurist  as  well  as  lawyer,  a  man  of 
great  sense  and  sensibility  and  a  lover  of  right.  He 
is  known  for  his  eminent  fairness,  for  his  patience  in 
endeavoring  to  bring  out  the  whole  truth  in  every 
thing  that  comes  before  him  for  decision.  If  he 
sometimes  tempers  justice  with  mercy,  it  no  wise 
softens  his  severity  when  matters  of  principle  are 
involved. 

The  press  of  public  service  and  private  enter¬ 
prises  have  never  kept  Judge  Chase  from  taking  his 
share  of  the  burdens  of  citizenship  and  every-day  life. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  orders. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Advisory  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Committee  on  Penal  Affairs. 
One  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  incorporators  of 
Dickinson  School  of  Law,  he  has  contributed  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  the  development  of  that  important  school. 
A  Republican  from  the  time  he  first  cast  his  vote, 
Judge  Chase  was  formerly  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Republican  Committee  of  Clearfield  County. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Clearfield,  and  is  the  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees.  In  civic  and  welfare  move¬ 
ments,  the  judge  is  always  to  the  fore,  giving  the 
best  of  his  time  and  means  and  advice. 

On  November  28,  1911,  at  Fairfield,  Adams  County, 


Pennsylvania,  Judge  Chase  married  Elinor  Mae 
Bushman,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Gertrude  Bush¬ 
man  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Chase  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Mildred 
Gertrude,  born  June  22,  1914.  2.  Elinor  Jane,  born 
May  16,  1916.  3.  Miriam  Ann,  born  October  20, 
1917.  4.  Sarah  Louise,  born  June  28,  1924. 


ROGER  JOSEPH  HOUZE — The  name  of  Houze, 
father  and  sons  have  long  been  associated  with  the 
industrial  development  of  Point  Marion  and  western 
Pennsylvania.  The  town  has  a  national  repute  as  a 
center  of  the  glass  industry  and  much  of  that  repu¬ 
tation  “is  due  to  the  indomitable  spirit  and  energy 
of  the  Houze  family,  who  have  been  potent  factors 
in  keeping  the  name  to  the  forefront  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  window  and  convex  glass.”  Leon  J. 
Houze,  Sr.,  the  founder  of  the  companies  with  which 
he  and  his  sons  are  associated,  was  a  native  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  born  in  1857,  and  celebrated  the  seventy-fifth 
anniversary  of  his  birth  on  July  25,  1932.  He  learned 
his  trade  of  glass-making  near  Charleroi,  Belgium, 
and  in  1879,  when  twenty-two,  came  to  the  United 
States  and  secured  employment  in  the  Day-Williams 
Glass  Company,  of  Kent,  Ohio.  In  1881  he  and  his 
brothers  built  the  first  cooperative  window  glass  fac¬ 
tory  in  America,  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  Later 
he  was  located  at  Olean,  New  York,  making  glass 
successfully  with  natural  gas  as  the  source  of  heat. 
He  was  the  originator  of  this  new  method,  and  thus 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  enormous  growth  in  this 
phase  of  the  industry  in  this  country.  He  designed 
and  constructed  plants  all  over  the  United  States. 
In  1899,  the  senior  Mr.  Houze  came  to  Point  Marion, 
and  a  year  later  completed  the  Jeannette  Window 
Glass  Company  factory.  In  1902  he  organized  the 
Federated  Glass  Company,  and  he  has  served  as  its 
president  and  general  manager  to  the  present  time. 
The  Houze  Window  Glass  Company  began  operat¬ 
ing  in  1915.  In  1923  these  two  companies  were 
merged  as  the  L.  J.  Houze  Convex  Glass  Company, 
with  sales  offices  in  New  York  City  and  Chicago. 

Roger  Joseph  Houze  has  been  in  co-partnership 
with  his  father  since  1910.  He  was  born  December 
23,  1890,  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  son  of  Leon  Joseph  and 
Erma  (Andris)  Houze.  He  prepared  for  college  in 
the  Point  Marion  (Pennsylvania)  High  School; 
studied  at  Eastern  College,  Front  Royal,  Virginia; 
at  Duquesne  University,  Pittsburgh,  and  at  Notre 
Dame  University,  Indiana.  School  days  over,  Mr. 
Houze  went  into  the  glass  plants  of  the  Houze  com¬ 
panies  and  gained  experience  in  the  industry  in  most 
of  its  phases.  He  was  but  twenty  when  he  became 
a  partner  of  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  convex 
glass  and  glass  specialties.  “The  Houze  enterprises 
have  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  ones  of  their 
kind  in  the  United  States  in  which  such  a  large 
variety  of  glass  specialties  are  made,  including 
Houze  transparent  colored  sheet  glass,  sun  and  rain 
visors  and  side  wings,  which  are  used  as  standard 
equipment  and  installed  on  many  of  the  higher  grade 
automobiles.  They  also  manufacture  the  glass  for 
motor  goggles,  red  glass  for  tail-lights,  and  stop¬ 
light  glass.  They  also  specialize  in  spectacle  glass 
which  is  supplied  to  a  number  of  large  optical  com¬ 
panies.”  Roger  J.  Houze  has  been  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  L.  J.  Houze  Convex  Glass  Com¬ 
pany  since  its  organization,  in  1910,  and  is  largely 
responsible  for  its  remarkable  growth  and  command 
of  the  front  rank  in  the  industry.  He  is  also  a  direc- 
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tor  of:  First  National  Bank,  Point  Marion  Bridge 
Company,  Point  Marion  School  Association,  Point 
Marion  Community  Club,  National  Patriotic  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Evergreen  Memorial  Cemetery,  all  of 
Point  Marion. 

Fraternally,  Roger  J.  Houze  is  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Lodge  No. 
41 1,  of  Morgantown,  West  Virginia.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Morgantown  Country  Club,  Morgantown; 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Pittsburgh;  and  the 
Motor  Club  of  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania.  A  Demo¬ 
crat  in  his  political  alignment,  he  has  served  a  term  on 
the  Point  Marion  Borough  Council. 

On  November  9,  1921,  Roger  Joseph  Houze  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Louise  Steele,  of  Uniontown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  George  Thomas  and  Cora  (Newell) 
Steele.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houze  have  a  daughter,  La- 
Verne  Eloise,  born  June  6,  1923. 


WEIR  CARLYLE  KETLER,  LL.  D.,  Litt.  D. 

— As  an  educator,  Weir  Carlyle  Ketler,  LL.  D., 
Litt.  D.,  for  more  than  a  decade  and  a  half  pres¬ 
ident  of  Grove  City  College,  Pennsylvania,  is  held  in 
high  honor  by  colleagues  and  citizens  in  the  State. 
He  is  a  native  of  Grove  City,  Mercer  County,  born 
March  14,  1889,  son  of  Isaac  Conrad  and  Matilda 
(Gilson)  Ketler.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  birthplace,  and  was  graduated  from  Grove  City 
College,  in  1908,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  receiving  his  Master’s  degree  in  Arts  from  the 
same  institution  in  1911.  Meanwhile  he  was  studying 
at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1910,  with  the  highest  honor  group.  He  was  honored 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  by  Buena  Vista 
College,  Iowa,  in  1921,  and  with  the  same  honorary 
degree  by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Allegheny 
College,  in  1922,  also  conferred  upon  him  the  honor¬ 
ary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Literature. 

Dr.  Ketler’s  professional  career  as  an  educator 
has  been  confined  to  Grove  City  College,  starting  as 
an  instructor,  while  still  a  student,  and  extending 
over  the  school  years  1908  to  1909.  He  became  assist¬ 
ant  professor  of  mathematics  upon  his  graduation 
from  Yale  University  in  1910,  serving  for  a  year,  and 
was  professor  of  history  and  economics  during  the 
years  1911  to  1913  inclusive.  After  serving  as  assistant 
to  the  president,  1914-15,  he  was  made  acting  pres¬ 
ident  in  1916,  and  was  elected  president,  which  office 
he  has  held  since  June  13,  1916.  As  president  of 
Grove  City  College,  Dr.  Ketler  holds  a  post  which  is 
no  sinecure,  and  has  accomplished  a  work  which  has 
won  the  admiration  of  the  informed.  There  have  been 
lean  years  and  fat  in  the  institution  he  heads;  his 
regime  covers  a  period  in  which  more  occurred  in 
the  national  and  educational  life  of  the  country 
than  in  any  other  sixteen  years.  Dr.  Ketler  has 
achieved  where  others  failed;  his  leadership  has  been 
rugged,  courageous  and  constructive.  Both  as  a 
teacher  and  an  educational  administrator,  he  is  effi¬ 
cient  and  popular,  not  only  because  of  his  evident 
scholarship,  but  because  he  knows  how  to  maintain 
continuously  the  “human  touch”  in  his  relationships 
with  students  and  people. 

Dr.  Ketler  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Council  of  Education,  and  of 
various  educational  associations.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Grove  City  Hospital ;  among  his  clubs  is  the  Rotary ; 
his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Civic,  humanitarian,  and  welfare  movements 
have  always  had  in  him  a  ready  supporter. 


On  August  26,  1914,  Dr.  Ketler  married  Ellen 
Bell,  of  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Eleanor,  Elizabeth, 
George  Conrad,  William  Richard,  and  David  Weir. 


THOMAS  STONE  MARCH,  Ph.  D.— The  fact 
that  Thomas  Stone  March,  Ph.  D.,  of  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  County,  for  a  period  of  forty-three 
years  has  held  administrative  posts  in  the  schools  of 
the  State  indicates  something  of  his  intellectual  pow¬ 
ers  and  remarkable  energy.  He  is  both  popular  and 
a  recognized  leader  in  the  organized  educational 
societies  of  the  State  and  United  States,  and  he  is 
or  has  been  an  author  and  editor.  He  is  a  native 
of  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  born  February  26,  1868, 
son  of  Francis  Andrew  and  Mildred  Stone  (Conway) 
March.  After  acquiring  his  academic  training  in  the 
local  schools,  Dr.  March  matriculated  at  Lafayette 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1889  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  at  once  entered 
upon  his  career  as  an  educator,  and  for  further 
scholastic  attainments  won  his  Master’s  degree  in 
Arts,  in  1892,  and  was  granted  the  Doctor  of  Phi¬ 
losophy  degree  in  1899,  all  coming  from  his  alma 
mater. 

Dr.  March  went  straight  from  college  to  become 
the  principal  of  the  Parksburg  Academy,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1889,  or  at  the  mature  age  of  twenty-one. 
His  record  in  Lafayette  had  been  brilliant  and  his 
abilities  proved  versatile.  After  a  year  with  the  above 
mentioned  academy  he  was  from  1890  to  1896  the 
principal  of  the  schools  at  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania. 
From  1896  to  1902  he  served  in  a  like  capacity  at 
Honesdale,  Pennsylvania,  and  then  spent  two  years 
more  in  a  similar  position  at  Susquehanna,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  From  1904  to  1911,  Dr.  March  was  the 
superintendent  of  the  school  system  of  Greensburg. 
He  had  meanwhile  attracted  attention  in  the  educa¬ 
tional  circles  of  the  State,  and  on  December  1,  1911, 
began  seven  years  of  intensive  work  as  State  inspec¬ 
tor  of  schools,  retiring  on  May  6,  1918.  With  an 
established  reputation  and  talents  matured  by  a  long 
and  varied  experience,  Dr.  March  returned  once  more 
to  Greensburg,  to  act  as  superintendent  of  schools, 
a  post  he  has  held  since  that  time.  Both  as  a  teacher 
and  an  educational  administrator,  he  is  popular  with 
students,  citizens  and  colleagues,  as  much  because 
of  his  evident  scholarship  as  because  he  understands 
to  a  degree  how  to  maintain  the  “personal  touch” 
in  his  relations  with  pupils  and  his  fellows.  He  is 
above  all  things  the  teacher — the  true  teacher  of  the 
type  all  too  rare  in  any  field  of  endeavor.  He  loves 
his  vocation,  and  has  devoted  himself  unreservedly 
to  its  manifold  duties.  There  are  few  that  have 
studied  under  him  who  are  not  the  better  intellectu¬ 
ally  and  morally  for  the  period  of  contact.  His  true 
record  is  written  in  the  lives  of  others. 

In  line  with  his  devotion  to  his  profession,  Dr. 
March  has  always  maintained  close  fellowship  with 
other  educators  as  a  member  of  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educa¬ 
tion  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Descend¬ 
ants  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence.  His  college  fraternity  is  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon; 
and  in  his  political  allegiance  he  is  a  Republican.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  Dr.  March  is  a  writer  of 
no  mean  skill  and  is  particularly  able  in  research 
and  historical  work.  Outstanding  among  his  pub¬ 
lished  books  is  “A  History  of  Pennsylvania,”  printed 
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in  1915,  which  is  still  a  standard  on  the  annals  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  is  valued  by  every  informed 
student  of  the  history  of  the  Keystone  State.  He 
was  editor  of  the  “Pennsylvania  Arbor  Day  Man¬ 
ual,”  1913;  and  of  the  “Pennsylvania  Bird  Day  and 
Arbor  Day  Manual,”  1917. 

On  June  20,  1893,  Thomas  Stone  March  married 
Jennie  Baldridge  Bridge,  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania. 


HON.  AARON  E.  REIBER— Judge  of  ithe  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  for  many  years  a  prominent 
figure  at  the  Butler  County  bar,  Hon.  Aaron  E. 
Reiber  occupies  a  position  of  leadership  in  his  chosen 
profession  in  this  section.  He  served  on  the  bench  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  and  since  that  time  has  devoted 
himself  to  his  extensive  practice  and  his  other  inter¬ 
ests,  both  civic  and  commercial. 

Judge  Reiber  was  born  at  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  on 
April  9,  1863,  a  son  of  Martin  and  Mary  (Yetter) 
Reiber.  His  father,  who  was  born  near  Stuttgart, 
Germany,  came  to  America  in  early  life  and  was  a 
pioneer  merchant  of  the  Butler  section.  He  died 
here  in  1883.  Mary  (Yetter)  Reiber,  the  mother, 
was  a  member  of  an  old  Butler  County  family.  She 
died  in  1890. 

Aaron  E.  Reiber  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  attended 
Witherspoon  Academy  and  for  one  year  was  en¬ 
rolled  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  transferred  to  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  on  the  completion  of  the  re¬ 
quired  course  in  1882.  He  prepared  for  his  legal 
career  in  the  office  of  T.  C.  Campbell,  of  Butler, 
and  in  1885  was  admitted  to  the  Butler  County  bar. 
In  the  same  year  he  began  active  practice  under  his 
own  name.  For  a  period  of  forty  years  he  continued 
to  practice  independently,  and  as  the  demands  on  his 
services  steadily  increased  rose  to  a  position  of  rec¬ 
ognized  prominence  at  the  Pennsylvania  bar.  Finally, 
in  1925,  the  legal  firm  of  Reiber,  Hosford  and  Sipe 
was  organized,  of  which  he  has  since  been  senior 
member. 

The  high  regard  in  which  Judge  Reiber  is  held  by 
the  people  of  his  community  and  county  is  reflected 
in  his  frequent  election  to  office  and  his  selection 
for  positions  of  great  civic  responsibility.  In  1890 
he  became  district  attorney  of  Butler  County,  serv¬ 
ing  one  term,  and  in  1913  was  elected  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  Fiftieth  District  for  a 
ten-year  term,  succeeding  Judge  J.  W.  Galbreath. 
These  honors  are  the  more  noteworthy  in  that  Judge 
Reiber  has  always  been  a  staunch  Democrat  in  a 
strongly  Republican  district. 

Apart  from  his  professional  connections,  Judge 
Reiber’s  name  has  been  associated  with  many  indus¬ 
trial  and  commercial  enterprises.  In  the  period  before 
his  elevation  to  the  bench,  he  assisted  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Butler  Street  Car  Company  and  many 
other  local  enterprises.  He  has  been  no  less  active 
in  the  cause  of  civic  progress  and  has  rendered 
notable  service  to  many  community  enterprises.  Judge 
Reiber  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Thiel 
College  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Old  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Home  of  Butler  County.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  laymen  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Butler 
County,  having  served  for  many  years  as  an  elder  of 
the  Butler  Church  and  in  various  other  capacities. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  of  his 
church  held  in  New  York  City  which  framed  the 
merger  plans  whereby  the  several  Lutheran  denomi¬ 
nations  were  combined  in  one  body.  Subsequently  he 


was  also  a  member  of  the  adjudication  commission. 
Judge  Reiber  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  is  a  member  of  the  Butler  Country 
Club  and  the  Butler  County  Historical  Society.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  the  World  War,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board  of  Butler  County  and 
rendered  valuable  service  to  his  country’s  cause  on 
many  war-time  committees  and  in  many  organized 
enterprises  of  the  times.  As  a  “four-minute  man”  he 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  address  gatherings 
throughout  the  county,  and  in  appreciation  of  his 
work  was  awarded  a  certificate  by  the  United  States 
Government. 

In  1887,  Aaron  E.  Reiber  married  Florence  Smith, 
of  Carrolton,  Ohio,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Enoch  and 
Elizabeth  (Hepzel)  Smith.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Martin  A.,  a  graduate  of  Princeton 
University  and  Harvard  Law  School.  2.  Mary  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College. 


HON.  JUDGE  JAMES  I.  BROWNSON— 

President  judge  of  the  Washington  County  courts, 
the  Hon.  James  I.  Brownson  has  been  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar  for  over  half  a  century. 
His  distinguished  career  culminated  with  his  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  bench  in  1918  and  his  subsequent 
succession  to  the  office  of  president  judge  following 
his  reelection. 

Judge  Brownson  was  born  on  January  25,  1856, 
in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
James  I.  and  Eleanor  McC.  (Acheson)  Brownson.  He 
comes  of  an  old  American  family,  established  in  this 
country  as  early  as  1640  by  Richard  Brownson,  who 
became  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Colony  in  Con¬ 
necticut.  The  Rev.  James  I.  Brownson,  D.  D.,  LL. 
D.,  was  for  fifty  years  pastor  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Washington,  a  man  loved  and 
honored  in  his  lifetime  and  remembered  by  all  those 
who  knew  him  with  affectionate  regard.  He  was 
born  on  March  14,  1817,  at  Mercersburg,  Franklin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Major  John  and 
Sarah  (Smith)  Brownson,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  the  same  county  and  members  of  pioneer  families 
in  that  section  of  the  State.  Major  John  Brownson, 
who  died  at  Mercersburg  in  1836,  was  a  civil  engi¬ 
neer  by  profession  and  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 
He  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Richard  Brownson,  a  surgeon 
in  the  Pennylvania  line  when  these  troops  were  called 
out  for  service  during  the  Revolution,  and  a  pioneer 
physician  of  Franklin  County,  where  his  strong  char¬ 
acter  and  wholesome  influence  were  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  proper  development  of  the  early  settle¬ 
ments  there. 

The  Rev.  James  I.  Brownson,  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his  preliminary  education,  entered  old  Wash¬ 
ington  College  at  Washington,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  1836  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  This  was  the  year  his  father  died 
and  at  the  time  he  was  just  nineteen.  In  further 
preparation  for  his  career  in  the  ministry,  he  .studied 
theology  at  Western  Theological  Seminary,  estab¬ 
lished  in  Pittsburgh  in  1825,  and  was  there  graduated 
in  1839.  He  was  then  ordained  to  the  Presbyterian 
ministry  and  almost  immediately  thereafter  accepted 
a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian  churches 
in  Greensburg  and  Mount  Pleasant,  in  Westmoreland 
County,  serving  them  jointly.  Later  these  churches 
became  separate  charges,  and  Dr.  Brownson  retained 
the  church  in  Greensburg,  the  county  seat.  In  1849, 
however,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Washington  and  entered  upon  a  pastorate 
which  was  to  continue  for  the  remaining  years  of  his 
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life.  He  resigned  only  a  few  months  before  his  death 
after  serving  his  congregation  faithfully  for  fifty 
years.  This  long  record  of  continuous  service  in  one 
charge  is  believed  to  have  but  few  precedents  in  the 
annals  of  Presbyterianism  in  Pennsylvania.  Dr. 
Brownson  died  at  his  home  in  Washington  on  July  4, 
1899,  mourned  by  the  entire  community  which  had 
come  to  know  him  and  to  love  him  so  well  through 
the  years.  He  was  first  married  to  Sarah  Ellen 
McClay,  of  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
to  Eleanor  McC.  Acheson,  of  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Of  the  children  of  his  first  marriage  the  only 
survivor  is  Mrs.  H.  R.  Whitehill  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
Eleanor  McC.  (Acheson)  Brownson,  his  wife,  sur¬ 
vived  him  a  little  more  than  five  years,  passing  away  in 
January,  1905.  She  was  born  in  Washington  in  1826, 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Acheson 
Her  mother  was  also  born  in  Washington  a  daughter 
of  John  Wilson  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  early  life  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
citizens  of  Washington.  David  Acheson,  her  father, 
was  likewise  of  Irish  birth.  He  came  to  Washington 
from  Philadelphia,  became  a  substantial  merchant 
here,  and  served  for  several  years  in  the  State  Leg¬ 
islature  from  this  district. 

The  Rev.  James  I.  and  Eleanor  McC.  (Acheson) 
Brownson  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  The 
eldest  was  Judge  James  I.  Brownson,  of  whom  this  is 
primarily  a  record.  The  others  in  the  order  of  their 
birth  follow:  2.  Miss  Mary  W.  Brownson,  now  liv¬ 
ing  retired  in  Philadelphia.  She  was  for  years  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Pennsylvania  College 
for  Women  at  Pittsburgh.  3.  Rev.  Marcus  A. 
Brownson,  D.  D.,  a  retired  clergyman  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  communion,  now  living  in  Southern  Pines, 
North  Carolina,  and  formerly  for  years  pastor  of  the 
Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadelphia.  He  has 
been  twice  married  and  was  the  father  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  both  now  deceased.  4.  Margaret  M.  Brownson, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Professor  Edwin  Linton,  a 
former  member  of  the  faculty  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  now  living  retired  in  Philadelphia. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Eleanor, 
wife  of  Dr.  Eliot  R.  Clark,  head  of  the  department 
of  anatomy  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
Dr.  Edwin  S.  Linton,  who  served  in  France  as  a 
member  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Unit  of  the  Medical 
Corps,  United  States  Army,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
Americans  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  country  during 
the  World  War.  5.  Robert  M.  Brownson,  a  lawyer, 
now  practicing  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  6.  Alexander 
A.  Brownson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  7. 
Lauretta  M.  Brownson,  now  living  in  Chicago,  widow 
of  the  late  Rev.  Andrew  T.  Taylor,  D.  D.,  who  at 
the  time  of  his  death  had  long  been  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  York,  Pennsylvania. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children. 

Judge  James  I.  Brownson  early  determined  upon 
a  legal  career,  following  the  traditions  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  whose  members  have  chiefly  devoted  themselves 
to  the  professions  or  to  the  activities  of  scholarship. 
He  was  graduated  from  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1875,  and  then  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  entered  the 
law  office  of  Alexander  Wilson  in  Washington  where 
he  prepared  for  his  bar  examinations.  In  1878,  after 
attaining  his  majority,  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
and  at  that  time  began  the  independent  practice  of 
his  profession  which  he  successfully  carried  on  in 
Washington  for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently 
he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  established  by  his 
uncle  and  cousin,  A.  W.  and  M.  C.  Acheson,  and 


later  entered  into  partnership  with  John  W.  and 
Alvan  Donnan,  continuing  practice  under  the  firm 
name  of  Donnans  and  Brownson.  To  this  firm  John 
H.  Donnan  and  Richard  G.  Miller  were  later  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  its  name  then  became  by  successive 
changes,  Brownson,  Donnan  and  Miller. 

For  many  years  a  leading  member  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  bar,  Judge  Brownson  enjoyed  a  large  and 
successful  practice.  Over  a  long  period  he  was  a 
director  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company  and  was 
solicitor  of  that  company  until  his  resignation  fol¬ 
lowing  his  elevation  to  the  bench.  In  spite  of  the 
demands  of  his  own  practice,  he  found  time  for  re¬ 
sponsible  service  in  the  public  interest,  holding  the 
office  of  county  solicitor  for  nine  years  and  also 
serving  for  several  terms  on  the  borough  council  of 
South  Washington.  In  January,  1918,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Washington  County  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  the  late  Judge  Robert  W.  Irwin.  For 
this  position  he  was  eminently  qualified,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1919  was  elected  judge  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  for  the  ten  year  term  beginning  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1920.  In  the  fall  of  1929,  he  was  reelected  for 
a  second  term  of  ten  years.  Judge  Brownson  became 
president  judge  of  the  Washington  County  courts  in 
1922  upon  the  retirement  of  Judge  J.  A.  Mcllvaine 
who  had  served  in  that  capacity  for  thirty-five  years. 
Judge  Brownson’s  record  on  the  bench  has  fully 
justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  people 
of  this  county.  He  had  administered  his  duties  with 
absolute  fairness  and  impartiality.  He  has  always 
been  a  humane  judge,  considering  that  the  ends  of 
justice  were  best  served  in  that  way,  but  he  has  main¬ 
tained  the  dignity  of  the  court  at  all  times  and  has 
been  zealous  in  defense  of  the  public  interest. 

Judge  Brownson  is  active  in  other  phases  of  Wash¬ 
ington  life.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Community  Chest  since  it  was  first  estab¬ 
lished  here.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Washington 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Bas¬ 
sett  Club,  the  Washington  Country  Club  and  the 
Nemacolin  Country  Club.  He  is  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  and  an  active  member  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  which  his  father  was  pastor  for 
fifty  years.  Judge  Brownson  is  also  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Training 
School  at  Morganza.,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  and  Phi  Tau  Gamma  fra¬ 
ternities.  During  his  entire  career  he  has  given  his 
support  to  civic  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  merit, 
serving  his  community  whenever  convinced  that  he 
could  truly  be  of  service  and  by  his  efforts  bringing 
added  lustre  to  an  ancient  and  honorable  name. 


CHESTER  HALE  SIPE—  It  has  been  said  of  C. 
Hale  Sipe,  Esquire,  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  that  he 
is  a  lawyer  by  day  and  a  historical  writer  by  night, 
which  fails  somehow  to  leave  room  for  his  wide 
range  of  activities  as  lecturer,  educator  and  civic 
leader  and  in  fraternal  and  social  circles.  He  is  a 
native  of  Slate  Lick,  Armstrong  County,  born  No¬ 
vember  16,  1880,  the  son  of  Hiram  Hill  and  Mary 
(Golden)  Sipe,  the  former  of  whom  throughout  his 
life  was  engaged  in  agriculture  and  horticulture.  C. 
Hale  Sipe  was  born  and  raised  on  a  farm.  He  gained 
his  academic  training  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
Slate  Lick  Academy,  and  matriculated  at  Thiel  Col¬ 
lege,  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  This 
same  institution,  in  recognition  of  his  historical  writ- 
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ings  and  lectures  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary- 
degree  in  June,  1932,  of  Doctor  of  Letters. 

Mr.  Sipe  was  a  teacher  in  Armstrong  County  pub¬ 
lic  schools  from  1900  to  1905,  was  principal  of  the 
Worthington  public  schools  during  1905  and  1906, 
and  was  principal  of  Worthington  Academy  in  1907. 
Although  a  gifted  and  successful  educator,  Mr.  Sipe 
had,  while  he  taught,  gradually  been  preparing  him¬ 
self  to  join  the  legal  fraternity.  He  read  law  under 
Levi  Moyer  Wise,  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Butler  County,  on  February 
22,  1909.  This  did  not  mark,  however,  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  educational  field;  in  fact  it  cannot  be 
said  that  he  has  ever  withdrawn  wholly  from  edu¬ 
cational  activities.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Butler,  in  1909,  and  until  February,  1914,  was  also 
a  professor  of  Latin,  German  and  science  in  the  But¬ 
ler  High  School.  In  1910  he  served  as  principal  of 
Renfrew  High  School,  Butler  County.  The  occasion 
for  his  resigning  from  his  high  school  post  was  his 
appointment  as  deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue, 
which  compelled  his  removal  to  Pittsburgh.  In  May, 
1917,  Mr.  Sipe  was  made  the  United  States  revenue 
agent,  at  Pittsburgh,  continuing  as  such  until  Sep¬ 
tember,  1920,  when  he  established  himself  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  Pittsburgh,  as  partner  of  George  J. 
Campbell,  editor  of  the  “Pittsburgh  Legal  Journal.” 
Three  years  later  C.  Hale  Sipe  returned  once  more 
to  Butler,  since  which  time  he  has  practiced  here  his 
profession  and  engaged  in  a  broad  field  of  activities. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Butler  bar  and  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  bar,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
United  States  District  Court  for  the  Western  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Pennsylvania;  and  is  a  member  of  the  local 
and  Pennsylvania  Bar  associations.  Mr.  Sipe  has 
demonstrated  his  right  to  be  ranked  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  lawyers  of  his  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Suited  by 
temperament,  experience,  training  and  ambition,  he 
has  traveled  far  and  promises  to  go  farther.  Much 
important  litigation  has  passed  through  his  hands. 
He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  modern  procedure, 
has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  with 
crystal  clarity  can  make  manifest  the  conclusions  he 
has  reached  after  a  study  of  the  case  in  hand.  The 
indefatigable  energy  and  research  which  he  devotes 
to  anything  that  engages  his  attention  makes  him  in 
the  courts  an  opponent  to  be  feared,  but  one  always 
fair  and  reasonable. 

By  his  historical  researches  and  writings,  C.  Hale 
Sipe  has  come  to  be  favorably  known  all  through 
his  State  and  the  country  at  large.  He  is,  among 
other  works,  the  author  of  the  first  and  only  biogra¬ 
phy  of  the  great  Indian  characters  noteworthy  in  the 
annals  of  the  Commonwealth,  “The  Indian  Chiefs 
of  Pennsylvania,”  and  of  the  first  and  only  history 
of  the  Indian  wars  and  uprisings  in  the  State,  “The 
Indian  Wars  of  Pennsylvania”;  and  of  the  valuable 
bit  of  historical  investigation  “Mount  Vernon  and 
the  Washington  Family.”  Of  the  last  mentioned  there 
have  been  five  printings;  the  first  is  one  of  two 
works  of  its  kind  that  has  a  larger  circulation  in 
Pennsylvania  than  any  specialized  publications  relat¬ 
ing  to  its  history.  The  “Indian  Wars  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,”  now  in  its  second  large  edition,  is  in  the 
libraries  of  all  the  universities  of  the  State,  and 
probably  all  of  its  colleges  and  normal  schools,  and 
many  of  the  high  schools,  besides  being  accepted  as 
an  authority  on  the  subject  in  more  than  a  hundred 
institutions  of  higher  learning  in  all  parts  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  in  some  foreign  universities.  Major  Fred¬ 
erick  A.  Godcharles  said  of  it:  “Mr.  Sipe’s  book 
should  be  in  every  public  library  and  on  the  shelf 


of  every  lover  of  the  Keystone  State.  The  book 
takes  rank  among  the  histories  of  the  period  it 
covers.”  Many  more  encomiums  of  more  elaborate 
approval  might  be  mentioned,  but  it  is  enough  that 
C.  Hale  Sipe  is  an  established  historical  writer  and 
so  recognized.  This  fact  has  been  proved  again  by 
Mr.  Sipe’s  latest  work,  “Fort  Ligonier  and  its 
Times,”  a  five  hundred  page  historical  work  written 
for  R.  B.  Mellon,  brother  of  Hon.  Andrew  W. 
Mellon.  In  this  work  he  groups  the  pioneer  history 
of  western  Pennsylvania  around  Fort  Ligonier.  Mr. 
Mellon  has  presented  it  to  the  colleges,  universities 
and  libraries  of  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  to  many 
colleges  and  universities  outside  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  is  also  a  popular  lecturer  upon  the  subjects  to 
which  he  has  given  so  much  work  and  interest,  and 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  lectures  and  publications 
are,  after  all,  the  by-products  of  a  professional  ca¬ 
reer  that  is  both  exacting  and  absorbing.  On  Octo¬ 
ber  16,  1932,  Mr.  Sipe  delivered  the  historical  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  unveiling  of  the  monument  marking  the 
site  of  the  Indian  village  of  Logstown.  The  monu¬ 
ment,  a  fifteen-ton  boulder,  secured  from  Ohio,  was 
erected  by  the  Fort  McIntosh  Chapter  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  Sipe  wrote 
the  inscription  on  the  boulder  at  the  request  of  the 
Fort  McIntosh  Chapter.  Logstown  was  the  scene 
of  many  important  conferences  between  govern¬ 
mental  agents,  Indians  and  George  Washington. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Sipe  is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of  all 
the  bodies  of  Masonry  up  to,  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
His  political  faith  is  that  of  the  Democratic  party. 
His  church  is  the  United  Lutheran. 

On  February  18,  1925,  at  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  Sipe 
married  Cleo  Victoria  McKee,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  Worth  and  Amanda  (King)  McKee. 


JOHN  ELMER  REED — In  the  annals  of  Erie 
County  and  the  city  of  Erie,  the  Reed  name  is  writ¬ 
ten  large  and  often.  Members  of  the  family  came  to 
America  from  Scotland  and  England  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  settled  in  south¬ 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  where  they  played  outstanding 
roles  in  the  development  of  the  colony  and  the  State. 
Captain  Joseph  Reed,  the  “Ferryman”  of  York 
County,  Pennsylvania,  led  the  6th  Battalion  of  the 
York  County  Militia,  organized  in  1776  and  com¬ 
posed  of  eight  companies  which  served  through  the 
Revolution.  His  great-grandson,  the  John  Elmer 
Reed  of  this  review,  was  born  on  February  27,  1865, 
in  the  famity  homestead  of  his  grandfather,  Joseph 
Reed,  a  log  house  on  a  farm  in  the  “Gore  Tract” 
in  Mill  Creek  Township,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  Grubb  Reed,  who  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  Reed,  a  son  of  George  Reed  (pioneer  from 
York  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Erie  County  in 
1804),  who  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Reed  and  Janet 
(Ross)  Reed,  his  wife,  of  York  County.  Janet 
(Ross)  Reed  was  the  daughter  of  Hugh  Ross,  of 
the  same  township,  who  was  a  pioneer  from  Ulster 
Province,  Ireland ;  they  were  Scotch  people,  as  were 
most  of  Mr.  Reed’s  ancestors.  His  grandmother, 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Reed,  was  Jane  (Grubb)  Reed, 
the  daughter  of  Hon.  Captain  John  Grubb.  The 
latter  was  captain  of  a  company  of  State  troops  who 
had  been  sent  to  Erie  for  the  protection  of  the  sur¬ 
veyors  who  were  laying  out  the  site  of  the  future 
city  of  Erie.  He  later  cast  in  his  lot  with  those 


PENNSYLVANIA 


*35 


who  settled  the  place,  became  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Mill  Creek  Township,  served  as  a  county  com¬ 
missioner  from  1813  to  1815,  and  was  an  associate 
judge  on  the  Erie  County  bench  from  1820  to  1841, 
being  upon  the  bench  during  the  trial  and  sentence 
of  the  first  murderer  tried  in  that  court.  He  was 
also  a  major  of  the  York  County  Militia.  Mr.  Reed’s 
maternal  line  includes  the  Blairs  and  the  Wallaces  of 
York  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Strongs  from 
Vermont. 

John  Grubb  Reed  was  throughout  the  most  of  his 
life  a  horticulturist  and  farmer,  a  director  in  county 
agricultural  fairs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  township 
tax  collector,  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  superintendent  and  teacher  in  its  Sunday  school. 
On  March  15,  1864,  he  married  Candace  Eliza  Blair, 
daughter  of  John  Wallace  and  Candace  (Strong) 
Blair,  of  Girard  Township,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  1.  John  Elmer,  of  whom 
further.  2.  George  Arthur,  an  Erie  physician  and 
surgeon,  bom  February  27,  1869.  3.  Joseph  Wilbur, 
bom  March  27,  1871,  and  died  on  April  3,  1910.  4. 
Mary  Ellen,  born  August  7,  1873.  5-  Edith  Jane, 
born  September  16,  1876,  who  married  P.  E.  Car¬ 
penter.  6.  James  Ross,  born  February  24,  1880,  an 
eye  and  ear  specialist  of  Pasadena,  California. 

John  Elmer  Reed  grew  up  on  a  farm,  attending 
the  Mill  Creek  district  school  and  the  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School,  1882  to  1884.  He  then  com¬ 
pleted  courses  of  study  in  Clark’s  Business  College, 
at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  taught  in  “Rohrer  School” 
in  McKean  Township  for  two  years  and  the  “Zuck 
School”  in  Mill  Creek  Township  for  three  years. 
He  was  also,  in  1890,  the  United  States  census 
enumerator  for  his  district.  If  during  this  period  Mr. 
Reed  accumulated  little  wealth,  he  did  acquire  a  most 
extensive  training  and  experience  for  what  was  later 
to  be  his  profession.  He  learned  while  he  taught; 
he  knew  business  and  its  principles,  and  he  gained 
an  enviable  reputation  for  varied  and  genuine  abilities. 
Persuaded  to  take  up  the  study  of  law  by  the  Hon. 
Emory  A.  Walling,  later  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Reed  entered  his  office 
and  for  four  years  devoted  himself  to  learning  the 
law,  during  the  meantime  acting  as  assistant  to  his 
preceptor,  Judge  Walling.  On  June  28,  1895,  Mr. 
Reed  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Erie  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  in  1901  was  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  Later  he  was 
licensed  to  practice  in  Crawford  and  other  Penn¬ 
sylvania  counties,  and  in  1930  was  admitted  to  the 
United  States  District  and  Circuit  courts  sitting  in 
Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Reed  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  since  1895  in  Erie, 
and  as  has  been  shown  was  actively  engaged  in  law 
matters  from  an  even  earlier  period.  While  still  a 
student,  he  acted  as  deputy  United  States  marshal 
at  Erie  under  Marshal  J.  R.  Harrah.  On  January 
1,  1916,  Mr.  Reed  became  an  associate  of  Joseph 
Orin  Wait,  former  district  attorney  of  Erie  County, 
and  of  Thomas  Wright  Spofford,  and  became  the 
senior  partner  of  the  law  firm  of  Reed,  Wait  and 
Spofford  and  later  of  Reed  and  Spofford,  with  offices 
in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Erie.  This  firm  has  a  large 
clientele  and  handles  a  great  many  cases  of  impor¬ 
tance.  There  are  several  notable  qualities  which 
have  contributed  to  Mr.  Reed’s  personal  success  as 
a  lawyer:  He  is  quick  of  wit  and  keen  in  his  under¬ 
standing,  swift  moving  of  mind  although  seldom 
hasty  in  his  conclusions.  He  has  the  fighting  qual¬ 
ities  of  his  ancestry;  never  easily  discouraged. 
Humor,  kindliness,  a  sympathetic  knowledge  of  hu¬ 


man  nature,  a  sureness  in  grasp  of  the  facts  and 
law  involved  in  a  case,  and  the  ability  to  present 
the  complex  in  an  elementary  fashion,  all  have  helped 
to  his  achievement  of  substantial  standing  in  his 
profession. 

Mr.  Reed  is  a  member  of  the  Erie,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  and  the  American  Bar  associations.  His 
firm  has  represented,  since  its  inception,  the  Erie 
County  National  Farm  Loan  Association.  His  busi¬ 
ness  training  and  abilities  have  been  manifest  in 
his  capacity  as  one  of  the  organizers  and  as  the  sec¬ 
retary,  for  several  years,  of  the  Erie  Tool  Works, 
and  he  is  the  first  president  of  the  Union  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  financially  inter¬ 
ested  in  other  enterprises.  He  is  widely  known  as  the 
owner  of  the  popular  Lake  Erie  beach  summer  resort, 
cottages  and  hotel  property,  “Shorewood,”  which  has 
been  his  since  1905.  A  Republican  in  politics  he  has 
avoided  political  preferment,  except  his  early  serv¬ 
ice  as  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and  perhaps 
one  should  include  the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  and 
secretary  of  the  “Flagship  Niagara  Commission,” 
appointed  by  Governor  Pinchot,  on  November  4, 
1931,  to  expend  the  State  appropriation  for  the  re¬ 
generation  of  this  historic  vessel,  “Niagara.”  This 
honor  is  rather  a  recognition  of  his  efficient  activ¬ 
ities  as  the  secretary  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Niagara  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  preservation  of  Perry’s  flagship, 
“Niagara.”  Mr.  Reed  is  an  organizing  incorporator 
of  the  Elmwood  Boys’  Home,  an  industrial  reforma¬ 
tory  in  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania:  organizing  sec¬ 
retary  and  genealogical  secretary  of  the  Blair  So¬ 
ciety  for  Genealogical  Research,  and  editor  of  its 
semi-annual  publication,  “The  Blair  Magazine.”  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Institute  of  American  Genealogy, 
and  of  the  Pennsylvania  Archaeological  Society.  As 
the  popular  secretary  of  the  Erie  County  Historical 
Society,  Mr.  Reed  has  contributed  articles  to  the 
press  on  many  subjects.  For  some  years  he  edited 
a  column  of  farm  topics  for  the  old  “Erie  Weekly 
Gazette.”  At  the  special  request  of  the  Erie  County 
Historical  Society,  he  prepared  a  biography  of  his 
paternal  ancestor,  entitled  “Captain  John  Grubb, 
Pioneer,  Patriot  and  Jurist,”  which  was  published  in 
1904.  He  is  also  the  author  of  a  two-volume  “His¬ 
tory  of  Erie  County,”  which  is  an  authority  in  its 
field.  By  right  of  ancestry  he  was  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  in 
1924,  and  belongs  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  and  the 
National  organizations.  By  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Presbyterian;  he  was  prominent  in  official  capacities 
in  Westminster  Church  of  his  early  connection,  and 
in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Erie. 

On  October  10,  1893,  at  Hamilton,  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  John  Elmer  Reed  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cora  Brown,  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  Jane 
(Cameron)  Brown,  of  Hamilton.  Mr.  Brown  was  a 
Scotch-Ulsterman  who  migrated  to  Canada  in  his 
youth.  Mrs.  Brown  was  of  the  Scottish  Clan  Cam¬ 
eron  of  Lochiel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  son,  Robert  Cameron  Reed,  born  March 
27,  1901,  a  graduate  of  Carnegie  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM  C.  BROWN,  D.  D.  S.— The  county 
seat  of  Greene  County,  Waynesburg,  has  been  the 
scene  of  Dr.  Brown’s  successful  professional  activ¬ 
ities  as  a  dental  surgeon  for  the  last  two  decades 
and  ever  since  the  completion  of  his  dental  studies 
and  training.  During  this  period  he  has  become  one 
of  the  leading  dental  practitioners  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice.  In 
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spite  of  the  heavy  demands  made  upon  his  time  and 
energy  by  his  practice,  however,  he  has  found  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  participate  actively  and  effectively  in  many 
other  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  for  many 
years  he  has  ranked  as  one  of  the  really  rep¬ 
resentative,  substantial  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Waynesburg  and  of  Greene  County. 

William  C.  Brown  was  born  in  Monongahela 
County,  West  Virginia,  June  14,  1885,  a  son  of  the 
late  John  S.  and  Malissa  M.  (McClure)  Brown.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Monongahela  County,  West 
Virginia,  in  1845,  and  who  died  on  December  25, 
1916,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  flour  mill¬ 
ing  business,  first  at  Geneva,  Ohio,  and  later  at 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Brown’s  mother 
was  born  in  West  Virginia,  near  Mount  Morris, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1855,  and  died  on  July  22,  1926. 
One  of  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living,  Dr.  Brown  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Geneva,  Ohio, 
in  1907.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  dentistry  at 
Western  Reserve  University  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  the  Dental  School  of  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgeon  in 
1911.  Immediately  afterwards  he  established  him¬ 
self  in  general  dental  practice  at  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  where  he  has  continued  in  active  practice 
since  then,  with  offices  in  recent  years  in  the  Peoples 
Bank  Building.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Dental  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Dental 
Society  and  the  Odontological  Society.  Mr.  Brown 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Waynes¬ 
burg  Home  Gas  Company.  Ever  since  his  college 
days  he  has  belonged  to  Delta  Sigma  Delta  Frater¬ 
nity  and  for  many  years  he  has  also  been  promi¬ 
nently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  being  a  member  of 
the  following  Masonic  organizations:  Lodge  No. 
153,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Jacques  De  Molay 
Commandery,  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Knights 
Templar;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Waynesburg  Kiwanis 
Club  and  of  the  Greene  County  Country  Club,  as 
well  as  of  Lodge  No.  757,  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
he  has  served  as  a  trustee. 

Dr.  Brown  married,  January  3,  1914,  Sarah  Mar¬ 
garet  Hoge,  of  Waynesburg,  a  daughter  of  George 
E.  and  Mattie  B.  (Hoskinson)  Hoge.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Charles 
William,  born  August  27,  1917.  2.  Martha  Dean, 
born  October  17,  1922. 


WILLIAM  WORTHINGTON  PARSHALL 

was  born  on  a  farm  in  Nicholson  Township,  Fayette 
County,  on  June  18,  1866.  In  the  district  schools 
and  the  public  schools  of  Uniontown,  he  received 
his  early  formal  education,  going  ahead  with  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  at  Media,  Pennsylvania.  Becom¬ 
ing  a  student  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New 
York,  he  received  from  that  institution,  in  1888,  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  then  determined 
to  take  up  the  study  of  law,  and  in  1890  was  formally 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  Commonwealth.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  his  pro¬ 
fessional  practice,  always  carrying  on  his  work  inde¬ 
pendently  in  preference  to  forming  partnership  with 
other  lawyers. 


With  the  passage  of  time,  Mr.  Parshall  has  asso¬ 
ciated  himself  likewise  with  certain  business  and 
financial  institutions  in  Uniontown.  He  is  at  the 
time  of  writing  (1932)  vice-president  and  a  director 
of  the  Second  National  Bank,  as  well  as  a  director 
of  the  Fayette  Coal  and  Coke  Company  and  a  partner 
in  the  Eureka  Coal  Company. 

Such  groups  as  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Fayette  County  Bar  Association  find 
in  Mr.  Parshall  a  useful  member  and  a  whole¬ 
hearted  cooperator  in  their  enterprises.  Nor  has  he 
confined  his  organizational  activities  to  groups  con¬ 
nected  with  the  legal  profession.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Uniontown  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Uniontown  Country  Club,  and 
Sigma  Nu  Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student 
days.  His  church  is  the  Protestant  Episcopal,  and 
he  is  a  vestryman  in  his  parish. 

William  Worthington  Parshall  married,  in  Spring- 
field,  Ohio,  on  June  11,  1902,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Amelia,  who  died  in  1927,  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  as  follows:  1.  William  B.,  who  received 
his  formal  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  Uniontown,  also  studying  at  St.  Paul’s  School, 
and  being  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1925 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  in  1927  with 
that  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  2.  Louise  B.,  who  at¬ 
tended  the  Uniontown  public  schools,  the  National 
Catholic  School  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  a  finishing  school  in  New  York  City;  she  became 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Bonpfract,  and  they  had  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  A.  Louise  Bonpfract.  3.  Lawrence,  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Uniontown  and  at  Lawrence- 
ville  School,  New  Jersey.  4.  Henry  Baldwin,  who 
studied  also  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Lawrence- 
ville,  taking  his  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer  at 
Cornell  University  in  1930.  5.  Edward  Rodney,  who 
also  attended  the  Uniontown  public  schools  and  Law- 
renceville,  and  was  graduated,  a  Mechanical  Engi¬ 
neer,  from  Cornell  University  in  1932. 


CHRISTIAN  MARTIN  BOMBERGER  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Jeannette  Publishing  Company  and  editor 
of  the  “Jeannette  Daily  News-Dispatch.” 

From  a  family  whose  immigrant  ancestor  in  Amer¬ 
ica  was  a  Mennonite,  an  adherent  to  the  philosophy 
of  non-resistance,  to  whom  war  was  repugnant,  Mr. 
Bomberger  is  descended.  This  ancestor,  Christian 
Bomberger,  a  farmer  of  Eschelbronn,  Baden,  Ger¬ 
many,  who  came  to  America  in  1722,  settled  with  his 
family  in  what  is  now  Warwick  Township,  Lancas¬ 
ter  County.  Later  he  came  into  possession  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  through  a  grant  from  the  sons  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn.  Other  Bomberger  families  came  in  the 
years  that  followed  this  first  immigration,  but  most 
of  the  others  were  from  Switzerland.  Christian  Bom¬ 
berger,  the  first  immigrant  of  the  name,  brought  with 
him  an  excellent  recommendation  as  to  character, 
written  in  German  on  parchment,  still  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation,  in  the  possession  of  Henry  H. 
Bomberger,  of  Lititz,  Pennsylvania.  This  letter, 
written  by  “the  Honorable  and  Well-born  Lord, 
Lord  Philip  Anthony,  Baron  von  der  Fels,  dean  of 
the  honorable  chapter  of  knights  at  Bruchsal  and 
Capitulary  at  Wimpfen,  Lord  of  the  lordships  at 
Contre,  Heffingen  and  Chief  Magistrate  at  Waib- 
statt,  John  George  Lamperet,”  stated  that  Christian 
Bomberger  and  his  family  had  “in  all  things  con¬ 
ducted  themselves  well,  virtuously  and  honorably  in 
respect  to  the  officials  of  our  beneficent  govern¬ 
ment,”  and  had  been  “trustworthy,  industrious  and 
courteous  towards  residents  and  neighbors.”  The 
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letter  went  on  to  request  that  all  “exalted  and  in¬ 
ferior  officials,  civil  and  military  rulers,  government, 
servants  and  minor  officers,  as  well  as  other  Chris¬ 
tian-loving  people  .  .  .  grant  them  kind,  sympa¬ 
thetic,  serviceable,  genial  and  favorable  assistance 
and  cooperation;  more  especially  as  the  aforesaid 
persons  now  depart  from  a  place  which  is  healthy 
and  free  from  disease,  and  have  been  declared  free 
and  absolved  from  even  the  smallest  obligations.” 

Christian  Bomberger  was  an  expert  farmer,  and 
he  chose  a  tract  in  the  limestone  country  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  which  represented  to  him  great  fertility. 
He  and  his  wife  Mary  had  children:  1.  Johann,  who 
married  and  had  sons:  John,’  Michael,  Christian, 
Joseph  and  Jacob.  2.  Christian,  married  a  Miss 
Longenecker,  and  was  a  preacher  in  the  Mennonite 
Church;  they  had  children:  Johannes,  Christian, 
Joseph,  Jacob  and  Abraham.  3.  Anna.  4.  Margaret. 
5.  Barbara.  6.  John.  7.  Elizabeth,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Martin  Bougher. 

From  these  worthy  forebears  who  peopled  the 
township  of  Warwick,  in  Lancaster  County,  Chris¬ 
tian  Martin  Bomberger,  of  this  review,  is  descended. 
His  parents  were  Christian  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Hess) 
Bomberger;  and  his  grandfather  was  Christian  H. 
Bomberger,  a  bishop  of  the  Mennonites.  The  father, 
an  esteemed  farmer,  died  in  1917. 

Christian  M.  Bomberger,  of  this  review,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Warwick  Township,  and  the 
Lititz  High  School,  from  which  he  wras  graduated  in 
1902.  He  taught  for  two  years  in  the  Warwick  Town¬ 
ship  schools  and  then  matriculated  at  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  from  wThich  he  was  graduated  in 
1908.  Seeing  in  the  newspaper  profession  his  great¬ 
est  possibilities  for  public  service,  he  turned  early  to 
the  “Fourth  Estate,”  becoming  a  reporter  on  the 
Philadelphia  “Public  Ledger,”  and  later  serving  in  a 
similar  capacity  the  Pittsburgh  “Press”  and  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Pittsburgh  office  of  the  United  Press 
Associations.  In  1914  he  became  a  part  owner  in 
the  Jeannette  “News”  and  president  of  the  Jeannette 
Publishing  Company.  Then,  when  the  “News”  and 
the  “Dispatch”  were  merged,  he  became  the  president 
of  the  new,  or  consolidated,  company,  which  pub¬ 
lishes  the  “News-Dispatch.”  This  paper  was  made  a 
daily  publication  in  1921,  after  having  been  a  semi¬ 
weekly  and  a  tri-weekly  at  different  stages  of  its 
growth.  And  today  there  is  a  fine  commercial  print¬ 
ing  business  in  connection  with  the  paper. 

Never  confining  his  activities  to  one  field  of  human 
affairs,  however,  Mr.  Bomberger  has  participated 
freely  in  social  and  civic  life.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Jeannette  Savings  and  Trust  Company,  president  of 
the  Jeannette  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  secretary 
of  the  Bushy  Run  Battlefield  Memorial  Association. 
He  is  a  member,  too,  of  several  fraternal  groups  and 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  was  an  organizer  of  the 
local  Kiwanis  chapter,  as  well  as  its  president  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  two  years  of  its  existence.  During  the 
World  War,  he  had  a  leading  part,  also,  in  Liberty 
Loan  and  public  welfare  campaigns.  He  is  rec¬ 
ognized  today  as  a  leader  of  thought  and  action  in 
the  city  of  Jeannette  and  in  the  county  of  Westmore¬ 
land;  and  no  citizen  is  prouder  than  he  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lives,  a  community  to  which  he 
has  so  liberally  and  richly  contributed. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  first  Bomberger  settlement  in  America,  there 
was  held  at  Lititz  Springs  Park,  Lititz,  Lancaster 
County,  on  August  29,  1922,  the  first  annual  reunion 
of  the  family.  It  was  largely  attended  and  enjoyable; 
and  the  officers  elected  included  many  of  the  leading 


members  of  the  family  in  this  State.  Christian  M. 
Bomberger,  of  this  review,  was  made  historian  of 
the  family.  The  others  were:  Guy  D.  Bomberger, 
president,  of  Lititz;  Amos  H.,  William  S.,  Tobias, 
Samuel  H.  and  J.  Spayd,  vice-president;  Paul  H. 
Bomberger,  secretary;  and  Henry  H.  Bomberger,  of 
Lititz,  treasurer.  In  1925,  Christian  M.  Bomberger 
served  this  organization  as  its  president.  Mr.  Bom¬ 
berger  is  the  author  of  “The  Battle  of  Bushy  Run.” 

Christian  Martin  Bomberger  married,  in  1915, 
Edith  M.  Graff,  of  Pittsburgh,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Emma  (McFarland)  Graff.  Their  children  have 
been:  1.  Jacob  Graff,  born  August  13,  1919.  2.  Amos 
Hess,  born  November  9,  1921.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Reformed  Church. 


WILLIAM  ROBERT  THOMPSON— Member 

of  the  legal  firm  of  Waychoff  and  Thompson  at 
Waynesburg,  Greene  County,  William  Robert  (W. 
Robert)  Thompson  has  entered  upon  a  successful  ca¬ 
reer  in  his  chosen  profession.  Although  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  local  bar,  he  has  clearly 
demonstrated  the  quality  of  his  talents  and  the  thor¬ 
oughness  of  his  legal  training. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  at  Salisbury,  Somerset 
County,  on  February  16,  1906,  a  son  of  William  D. 
and  Florence  K.  (Agnes)  Thompson.  Both  parents 
were  born  in  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  and  now  make 
their  home  in  Cumberland  Township,  Greene  County, 
where  the  father  is  engaged  as  a  merchant. 

William  Robert  Thompson  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Cumberland  Township,  Greene 
County,  being  graduated  from  the  high  school  there 
in  1923.  Later  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  where 
he  took  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1927,  and 
in  1929  was  graduated  from  Dickinson  Law  School 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  On  August 
19th  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bar,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  at  Waynesburg.  In  January,  1930,  he  became 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Waychoff  and  Thomp¬ 
son,  remaining  as  a  member  of  this  well-known  legal 
firm  since  that  time.  Mr.  Thompson  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  on  April  2,  1931, 
and  before  the  Superior  Court  on  April  30,  1931. 
In  the  course  of  his  active  practice  he  has  already 
been  retained  in  several  interesting  and  important 
cases,  proving  the  value  of  his  services  by  his  effec¬ 
tive  presentation  of  the  causes  entrusted  to  his  care. 

Aside  from  his  professional  connections,  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Waynesburg  Lodge, 
No.  153,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this 
order  is  also  a  member  of  Uniontown  Lodge  of 
Perfection.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club, 
the  Greene  County  Country  Club,  and  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  August  4,  1927,  William  Robert  Thompson 
married  Anne  E.  Coover  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Clara  Jean  (Gaul) 
Coover.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Anne  Elizabeth,  born  on  August  12,  1928.  2.  Patricia 
Jean,  born  on  April  7,  1931. 


ROBERT  B.  HERBERT — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County,  Mr. 
Herbert  has  been  identified  with  the  newspaper 
publishing  business  throughout  his  entire  career  and 
ever  since  his  graduation  from  college  some  twenty 
years  ago.  Today  he  is  and  for  many  years  past  he 
has  been  considered  one  of  the  most  able  and  most 
successful  business  executives  in  the  newspaper  pub¬ 
lishing  field  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  The  sue- 
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cess  of  the  several  newspapers  published  by  the 
company,  with  which  Mr.  Herbert  is  connected  in  an 
executive  capacity,  must  be  attributed  largely  to  his 
ability,  energy  and  progressiveness.  He  is  also  active 
in  other  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  is  one  of  the  most  popular,  most  highly  re¬ 
spected  and  most  representative  citizens  of  Greens- 
burg  and  of  Westmoreland  County. 

Robert  B.  Herbert  was  born  at  Greensburg,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  December  29,  1886,  a  son  of  Rob¬ 
ert  W.  and  Margaret  M.  (Black)  Herbert.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1859  and  who 
died  on  February  15,  1923,  came  to  the  United  States 
as  a  child  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  near  Delmont. 
In  later  life  he  was  identified  for  many  years  with 
newspaper  work  in  western  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Her¬ 
bert’s  mother,  a  native  of  Greensburg,  was  born  in 
1859  and  died  in  1886.  Having  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
Mr.  Herbert  then  prepared  for  college  at  Kiski- 
minetas  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1906.  From  there  he  went  to  Yale  University,  grad¬ 
uating  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Philosophy  in  1910.  In  the  following  year, 
1911,  he  became  connected  with  the  “Greensburg 
Daily  Tribune.”  His  first  position  was  that  of  a 
solicitor.  Later  he  became  connected  with  the  cir¬ 
culation  department  and  after  that  with  the  adver¬ 
tising  department.  Devotion  to  the  duties  assigned 
to  him  from  time  to  time  and  unusual  ability  gained 
him  promotions  to  positions  of  ever  increasing  im¬ 
portance  and  responsibility  and  eventually  he  be¬ 
came  business  manager  of  this  newspaper.  In  1924 
the  Greensburg  Publishing  Company,  publishers  of 
the  “Greensburg  Morning  Review,”  and  the  Tribune- 
Press  Publishing  Company,  publishers  of  the  “Greens¬ 
burg  Daily  Tribune,”  were  consolidated  and  a  new 
corporation  was  formed  under  the  name  of  the 
Tribune-Review  Publishing  Company.  This  corpora¬ 
tion  now  publishes  the  “Review”  as  a  morning  paper 
and  the  “Tribune”  as  an  afternoon  paper,  as  well  as 
a  weekly  paper  known  as  the  “Westmoreland  Demo¬ 
crat/’  Ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Tribune- 
Review  Publishing  Company  in  1924,  Mr.  Herbert 
has  been  secretary,  treasurer  and  business  manager. 
In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Greensburg 
School  Board.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Greens¬ 
burg  County  Club  and  of  Lodge,  No.  51 1,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  During  the 
World  War  Mr.  Herbert  served  with  Company  I, 
noth  Infantry,  28th  Division.  He  was  commissioned 
a  first  lieutenant  and  served  overseas  for  six  months, 
being  wounded  in  action  on  July  29,  1918,  on  the 
Ourcq  River,  France.  At  that  time  he  was  invalided 
home,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  from  mili¬ 
tary  service  in  February,  1919,  until  which  time  he 
had  been  a  patient  in  a  United  States  Army  hos¬ 
pital.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion. 

Mr.  Herbert  married,  in  1915,  E.  Angeline  Huff, 
of  Greensburg,  a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  Kate  E. 
(Heller)  Huff.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  have  no 
children. 


WILLIAM  W.  ANKROM— The  business  men 
of  Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  are  associated  in  a 
closely-knit  coterie  in  which  William  W.  Ankrom 
is  a  prominent  figure.  There  are  few  social,  civic  or 
recreational  activities  in  which  he  plays  no  role.  His 
business  training  has  been  gained  in  a  variety  of 
places  and  lines  of  work,  and  his  return  to  his  native 


city  to  engage  in  business  gave  to  that  place  another 
asset  which  makes  for  the  progress  and  prosperity 
of  Waynesburg. 

Mr.  Ankrom  was  born  in  Waynesburg,  March  7, 
1897,  son  of  William  and  Martha  (Meeks)  Ankrom. 
His  father  was  a  builder  by  trade,  a  native  of  Jack- 
son  Township,  Greene  County,  born  in  1854,  who 
died  April  25,  1926.  His  mother,  who  is  still  living, 
is  also  a  native  of  Jackson  Township,  Greene  County, 
born  February  22,  1861.  The  son,  of  whom  this  is 
primarily  a  record,  was  educated  in  the  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Waynesburg,  his  graduation  from 
high  school  occurring  in  1915,  after  which  he  was 
for  a  year  a  student  in  the  Washington  Business 
College.  He  began  his  business  career  in  a  clerical 
position  at  Pittsburgh,  where  he  might  have  con¬ 
tinued,  had  not  the  United  States  become  involved 
in  the  World  War.  Mr.  Ankrom  enlisted  and  served 
six  months  in  the  Enlisted  Ordnance  Corps,  from 
which  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  February, 
1919.  With  a  return  to  civilian  life  he  picked  up  the 
reins  of  his  career  as  an  employee  of  the  Gainaday 
Electric  Company  of  Pittsburgh,  first  in  a  sales  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  later  as  assistant  branch  manager  located 
at  Youngstown,  Ohio.  On  the  last  day  of  the  year 
1922,  he  became  associated  with  the  R.  B.  Davis 
Company,  of  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  in  their  sales 
department,  remaining  here  until  August,  1926,  when 
he  resigned  to  become  a  partner  with  S.  Ewing 
McNay,  distributors  of  Dodge  automobiles.  In  De¬ 
cember,  1927,  he  sold  his  interest  in  this  partner¬ 
ship,  and  in  April,  1928,  organized  the  Greene  County 
Credit  Exchange,  and  has  held  the  position  of  sec¬ 
retary  and  manager  in  this  enterprise  ever  since. 

Mr.  Ankrom  is  an  active  member  of  a  number 
of  organizations  in  Waynesburg.  He  was  elected, 
on  November  15,  1928,  secretary  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  of  this  city.  In  his  political  alignment 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion,  Past  Commander 
of  its  James  Farrell  Post  No.  330,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  religious  prefer¬ 
ence  is  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  July  23,  1917,  William  W.  Ankrom  married 
Helen  Martin,  of  Waynesburg,  daughter  of  George 
F.  and  Anna  (Blosser)  Martin,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  William  George,  bom  July  9, 
1922. 


EMMA  E.  MOWRY — Recorder  of  deeds  of  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Emma  E.  (Bley)  Mowry  is  now 
serving  her  second  term  in  this  responsible  position. 
Mrs.  Mowry  has  been  a  well-known  figure  in  the 
life  of  this  county  and  particularly  in  the  sphere 
of  women’s  interest  for  many  years.  She  enjoys  the 
full  confidence  of  all  county  people. 

Mrs.  Mowry  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Catherine 
(Lewis)  Bley,  both  now  deceased.  Her  father,  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  in 
1849,  and  died  in  February,  1911.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Indiana  County,  and  died  in  January,  1901. 
Mrs.  Mowry  is  one  of  the  five  children,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Millwood  and 
New  Derry,  Pennsylvania,  she  subsequently  attended 
Indiana  State  Normal  School,  and  for  one  year 
taught  in  the  schools  of  western  Pennsylvania.  After 
that  she  decided  to  enter  business  life  and  for  nine 
years  did  stenographic  work  in  Pittsburgh. 

In  1901,  she  was  married  to  Robert  Graham,  of 
Derry,  Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  the  same  year. 
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Three  years  later,  in  1904,  she  was  married  to  Mr. 
O.  W.  Mowry  of  Derry,  and  they  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children:  1.  Catherine  Elizabeth,  born 
in  July,  1906,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  and  a  half 
years.  2.  Helen  Margaret,  born  in  November,  1908. 
She  was  graduated  from  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
in  1930  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  is 
now  carrying  on  post-graduate  work  at  Northwest¬ 
ern  University.  Mr.  Mowry  died  in  January,  1918. 

Mrs.  Mowry  has  continued  to  make  her  home  at 
Derry  and  has  been  active  in  many  phases  of  the 
community  life  here.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Club  and  Children’s  Aid  Society  of  Derry, 
is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Daughters  of  Rebe- 
kah  at  Derry,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Business  and 
Professional  Women’s  Club  of  Derry.  She  worships 
in  the  Methodist  faith  and  has  been  particularly 
prominent  in  all  work  connected  with  the  church, 
lending  her  hearty  support  to  the  various  movements 
and  enterprises  undertaken  at  Derry. 

In  politics,  Mrs.  Mowry  has  always  been  a  strong 
Republican,  and  she  is  now  a  member  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Republican  Women  of  Westmoreland  County. 
Maintaining  a  constant  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
politics,  Mrs.  Mowry  was  chosen  as  the  Republican 
candidate  for  recorder  of  deeds  for  Westmoreland 
County  in  the  election  of  1927  and  was  returned  to 
office  by  a  large  majority.  Her  efficient  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  of  her  position  brought  about  her 
reelection  for  a  further  term  of  four  years  in  1931, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  this  office 
will  be  hers  so  long  as  she  desires  to  hold  it.  The 
people  of  the  county  are  fortunate  when  their  elected 
officials  fulfill  their  tasks  with  the  fidelity  and  suc¬ 
cess  which  have  marked  Mrs.  Mowry’s  term  of  office. 
She  makes  her  official  headquarters  in  the  Court¬ 
house  at  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania. 


TREVOR  OSCAR  HOGUE — Successful  though 
he  was  in  business,  the  late  Trevor  Oscar  Hogue  of 
New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County,  will  long  be 
remembered  chiefly  as  one  of  the  town’s  most  con¬ 
structive  civic-minded  citizens,  whose  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  whatsoever  community  in  which  he  lived 
contributed  richly  to  the  progress  and  betterment  of 
that  community.  He  won  high  recognition  in  the 
commercial  world,  he  was  prominent  in  fraternal 
organizations,  and  took  a  sincere  interest  in  religious 
activities.  Although  he  did  not  seek  public  office,  he 
nevertheless  had  it  thrust  upon  him,  and  always 
endeavored  to  have  municipal  affairs  conducted  so  as 
to  benefit  all  and  not  a  part  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Hogue  was  born  in  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania, 
September  18,  1890,  son  of  James  S.  and  Elizabeth 
M.  Hogue,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  well-known 
building  contractor  of  New  Castle,  now  deceased. 
After  receiving  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in 
the  grade  and  high  schools  of  New  Castle,  he  later 
matriculated  at  Pittsburgh  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1912.  With  the  exception  of  the 
time  spent  elsewhere  in  his  scholastic  training,  Mr. 
Hogue  was  a  resident  of  New  Castle  all  his  life  up 
to  the  year  1915.  His  business  activities  were  con¬ 
fined  chiefly  to  pharmaceutical  work  in  New  Castle 
establishments.  In  1915  he  removed  to  New  Wil¬ 
mington,  Lawrence  County,  to  set  up  in  business  for 
himself,  and  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1931  so  con¬ 
tinued  with  increasing  success.  He  was  a  man  of 
interesting  and  charming  personality,  of  original  ideas 
and  methods  of  business,  all  of  which  made  for 
achievement  and  the  esteem  of  his  colleagues  in 
commerce. 


Mr.  Hogue  had  the  gift  of  making  loyal  friend¬ 
ships,  and  was  one  of  those  natural  leaders  who 
never  lack  a  following.  He  organized  the  first  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Club,  in  his  city,  with  the  purpose  of 
bringing  about  much  needed  improvements  in  the 
community,  mainly  better  paved  streets.  Its  work 
done,  the  club  disbanded,  and  Mr.  Hogue  became 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  served 
it  valuably  as  its  president.  A  Republican  in  politics 
and  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  party,  he  would  not 
accept  political  preferment.  At  the  wish  of  the  citi¬ 
zens,  he  was  persuaded  to  serve  upon  the  school 
board,  and  in  this  department  was  able  to  introduce 
several  improvements  in  the  methods  of  school  in¬ 
struction  and  administration.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  lodge  of  the  Craft,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  a  member  of  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  a 
member  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a  Mason  of 
high  standing  holding  every  degree  up  to  and  includ¬ 
ing  the  thirty-second.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  both  at  New  Castle  and  New  Wil¬ 
mington. 

On  October  8,  1913,  at  Connellsville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  Hogue  married  Nell  McCormick,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Angus  and  Helen  (Mansbridge)  McCormick. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogue  were  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Robert  and  Helen. 

Trevor  Oscar  Hogue  died  on  June  4,  1931,  and 
New  Wilmington  lost  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
useful  citizens.  Within  the  comparatively  short  range 
of  his  life  he  had  compressed  the  activities  of  a  man 
far  beyond  his  age.  He  always  had  given  liberally 
of  himself  and  his  means  to  his  community,  his 
friends  and  the  unfortunate.  His  memory  will  long 
remain,  pleasant  and  inspiring  in  its  influence.  New 
Wilmington  is  the  poorer  for  his  demise,  but  the 
richer  for  the  years  of  his  life  within  its  borders. 


HIRAM  C.  SCOTT,  M.  D. — During  twenty-five 
years  of  medical  work  Dr.  Hiram  C.  Scott,  M.  D., 
has  achieved  a  reputation  which  extends  far  beyond 
the  bounds  of  Waynesburg,  Greene  County.  He  is 
a  man  of  great  force  of  character;  has  never  ceased 
from  being  a  student  of  his  profession;  and  has  the 
faculty  of  making  most  of  those  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact  his  friends,  and  many  of  them  speak  of 
him  only  as  “Harry”  Scott. 

He  was  born  in  Franklin  Township,  Greene  County, 
January  24,  1874,  the  son  of  James  Madison  Scott, 
born  in  Jefferson  Township,  Greene  County,  Novem¬ 
ber,  1845,  and  died  in  1930,  and  of  Margaret  (Rine¬ 
hart)  Scott,  born  in  Franklin  Township,  Greene 
County,  in  1839,  and  died  in  1921.  His  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  also  served  as  prothonotary  of  Greene 
County  at  one  time.  Dr.  Scott’s  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  public  schools  of  Franklin  Township, 
after  which  he  attended  Waynesburg  College.  For 
his  professional  training  he  went  to  Jefferson  Med¬ 
ical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  in  1903, 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  medical  profession  were  interrupted  for 
a  time,  by  his  enlistment  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Spanish-American  War,  serving  with 
the  10th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  and  the 
United  States  Medical  Corps. 

Dr.  Scott’s  career  as  a  physician  began  as  an 
interne  in  the  Lankenau  German  Hospital  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  remained  for  twenty-seven  months. 
He  then  came  to  Waynesburg  and  engaged  upon  a 
general  practice,  from  which  he  has  gradually  ad- 
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vanced  to  become  a  specialist  in  surgery.  Dr.  Scott 
established  the  first  hospital  in  Greene  County,  in 
1908,  in  association  with  the  late  Dr.  Frank  Ullom. 
This  was,  of  course,  a  private  hospital,  and  was  run 
successfully  as  such  until  1911,  when  the  two  merged 
with  the  Waynesburg  Hospital,  now  the  Greene 
County  Memorial  Hospital,  a  member  of  whose  sur¬ 
gical  staff  he  now  is.  There  has  been  no  standing 
still  in  the  pursuit  of  his  duties  or  of  his  knowledge 
of  medicine  and  surgery.  Nothing  that  was  new  has 
been  rejected  because  of  its  novelty,  nor  any  prac¬ 
tice  retained  which  could  not  prove  it  was  a  definite 
advance.  He  is  held  in  high  respect  by  his  col¬ 
leagues;  his  patients  are  his  friends;  and  few  realize 
the  hundreds  of  cases  he  treats  without  any  expecta¬ 
tion  of  financial  reward.  Dr.  Scott  is  a  member  of 
the  Greene  County  Medical  Society,  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society,  and  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served 
on  the  Waynesburg  School  Board  for  six  years. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  153,  of 
Waynesburg,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  reli¬ 
gious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
hobby  and  chief  recreation  is  golf,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Greene  County  Country  Club. 

On  February  8,  1911,  Dr.  Scott  married  Helen 
Louise  Garard,  of  Waynesburg,  daughter  of  M.  E. 
and  Louise  (Meyers)  Garard.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Louise  Garard, 
born  May  4,  1913.  2.  Margaret  Jane,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  1915. 


HARRY  EMERICK  BRUMBAUGH  —  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  Norwin  High  School  at  Irwin,  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Harry  Emerick  Brumbaugh  has  de¬ 
voted  his  entire  active  career  to  educational  work. 
He  has  served  in  his  present  position  since  1921,  and 
is  a  well-known  figure  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Mr. .  Brumbaugh  was  born  at  State  Line,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  on  December  16,  1891,  a  son  of  Mason  J. 
and  Susan  (Crunkleton)  Brumbaugh.  Both  were 
born  at  State  Line,  Franklin  County,  and  both  are 
still  living,  the  father  being  now  employed  in  the 
Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

Harry  Emerick  Brumbaugh  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  graduated 
from  Greencastle  High  School  in  1910,  and  subse¬ 
quently  entered  Dickinson  College,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1914.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  decided  upon  an  educational  career 
and  for  two  years  was  principal  of  the  high  school 
at  Bristol,  Pennsylvania.  For  one  year  he  served 
as  a  teacher  at  Turtle  Creek  High  School,  and  for 
three  years  as  a  vocational  teacher  in  Pittsburgh. 
Finally,  in  1921,  he  came  to  Irwin,  as  principal  of 
the  high  school  here.  Mr.  Brumbaugh  has  estab¬ 
lished  and  maintained  high  standards  in  his  guid¬ 
ance  of  Irwin’s  school  affairs,  building  up  a  smooth¬ 
functioning  organization.  He  has  won  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  entire  community. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  connections,  Mr. 
Brumbaugh  is  active  in  other  phases  of  Irwin  life. 
He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Bristol  Lodge,  No. 
25,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  order  is 
also  a  member  of  many  higher  bodies,  including 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club.  Mr.  Brumbaugh  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  while  he  has  never  cared  to  enter 


public  life,  he  has  performed  to  the  full  all  the  duties 
of  good  citizenship,  giving  his  support  to  all  worthy 
movements  in  the  public  interest.  With  his  family  he 
worships  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  and  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Sunday  school  of  the  local  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Brumbaugh’s  favorite  diversion  is  golf. 

In  1917,  Harry  Emerick  Brumbaugh  married 
Nina  Fike,  of  Confluence,  Somerset  County,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Orville  and  Alvira  (Coffman)  Fike.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Vance  Emerick,  born 
on  September  18,  1918.  2.  Philip  Fike,  born  on  April 
14,  1926. 


RAYMOND  ORRILL — Identified  throughout  his 
entire  business  career  with  the  oil  and  gas  industry, 
Mr.  Orrill  has  long  been  one  of  the  prominent  oil 
and  gas  producers  of  Greene  County.  A  man  of 
exceptional  business  and  executive  ability,  he  has 
also  been  actively  connected  with  one  of  the  most 
substantial  financial  institutions  of  this  part  of  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  and  in  many  other  ways  partic¬ 
ipates  effectively  in  the  life  of  Waynesburg,  the 
county  seat,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Through  his 
various  activities  Mr.  Orrill  has  done  much  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  development  and  prosperity  of  Waynes¬ 
burg  and  of  Greene  County  and  quite  appropriately 
he  enjoys  the  respect,  liking  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 

Raymond  Orrill  was  born  at  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  April  16,  1885,  a  son  of  the  late  George  and 
Anne  (Edwards)  Orrill,  both  natives  of  England. 
His  father  was  born  at  Sheffield,  England,  in  1841, 
and  received  his  education  there.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1864  and  located  at  first  in 
Tioga  County,  Pennsylvania,  from  where  he  re¬ 
moved  later  to  Venango  County.  He  engaged  in 
the  coal  and  oil  drilling  and  developing  business, 
in  which  he  met  with  much  success,  continuing 
actively  in  business  until  his  death  in  December, 
1906.  Mr.  Orrill’s  mother,  likewise  a  native  of  Shef¬ 
field,  was  born  in  1842  and  died  in  1918.  One  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  liv¬ 
ing,  Raymond  Orrill  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Franklin.  As  a  young  man  he 
became  associated  in  business  with  his  father,  who 
was  then  engaged  in  the  oil  and  gas  well  drilling 
business  in  and  near  Franklin.  In  1903,  Mr.  Orrill 
started  in  the  oil  drilling  in  West  Virginia  for 
himself.  In  the  following  year,  1904,  he  removed 
to  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resumed 
these  activities.  Six  months  later  he  came  to  Waynes¬ 
burg,  Greene  County,  which  has  continued  to  be  his 
home  and  the  center  of  his  activities  ever  since  then. 
Since  coming  here  he  has  been  instrumental  in  de¬ 
veloping  several  oil  and  gas  fields  in  Greene  County. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Union  Trust  Company  of  Waynesburg,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  in  1922.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  757,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  as  well  as  of 
the  Greene  County  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Orrill  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
in  Waynesburg,  where  his  offices  are  located  in  the 
Peoples  Bank  Building. 


E.  ELMER  HELMAN  — Publisher  and  sole 
owner  of  the  “Republican  Standard  and  Westmore¬ 
land  Journal,”  E.  Elmer  Helman  has  been  associated 
with  this  well-known  Westmoreland  County  paper 
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since  1902.  Under  his  guidance  its  influence  and 
reputation  have  steadily  increased,  bringing  to  Irwin 
a  newspaper  of  the  finest,  progressive  type. 

Air.  Helman  was  born  on  April  10,  1861,  at  Lari¬ 
mer,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Hannah  (Lauf- 
fer)  Helman.  He  comes  of  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  his  great-grandfather,  Alichael  Helman,  com¬ 
ing  from  York  County  before  1786  to  settle  near 
East  AIcKeesport,  Allegheny  County.  He  obtained 
a  patent  on  the  land  on  which  Grandview  Cemetery 
is  now  situated,  and  had  not  been  many  years  in 
possession  of  his  new  home  when  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  was  disturbed  by  the  Whiskey  Insurrection. 
In  1794  the  agitation  culminated  in  a  furious  out¬ 
break  which  United  States  troops  were  called  upon 
to  quell,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  after  sub¬ 
duing  the  insurrection  in  Pittsburgh,  the  army  made 
its  first  halt  at  Alichael  Helman’s  farm,  fifteen  miles 
east  of  that  city. 

Michael  Helman  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children  of  whom  the  second  son  was  Daniel 
Helman,  born  in  1786.  In  1836  he  settled  at  Larimer, 
North  Huntingdon  Township,  Westmoreland  County, 
purchasing  a  farm  here  and  erecting  a  stone  house 
which  is  still  standing.  He  married,  in  1807,  Cath¬ 
erine  Ludwick,  and  of  their  twelve  children,  one  was 
Peter.  He  was  born  in  1822,  and  in  the  ’fifties  was 
the  proprietor  of  two  general  stores,  one  at  Harrison 
City  and  the  other  at  Larimer.  In  partnership  with 
Daniel  Beck  he  purchased  the  gristmill  at  Irwin, 
but  in  1868  disposed  of  this  interest  and  removed  to 
Larimer,  where  he  bought  the  flour  mill.  This  enter¬ 
prise  he  operated  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Mr.  Helman  married,  in  1854,  Hannah  Lauffer, 
daughter  of  Simon  Lauffer  of  Penn  Township,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
1.  Alice  A.  2.  William  W.  3.  E.  Elmer,  of  this 
record.  4.  S.  Grant.  Peter  Helman  died  in  1880.  He 
was  widely  known  and  respected  as  an  honorable 
man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  with  com¬ 
mendable  fidelity  and  efficiency. 

E.  Elmer  Helman  received  his  preliminar)^  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Larimer,  afterwards  at¬ 
tending  the  select  schools  of  North  Huntingdon 
Township,  then  located  at  Circleville.  In  1882,  he 
was  graduated  from  Duff’s  Business  College,  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  after  his  father’s  death,  Air.  Helman,  then 
only  nineteen,  succeeded  to  the  management  of  the 
flour  mill.  For  a  number  of  years  he  operated  the 
mill  successfully,  installing  new  and  modern  equip¬ 
ment  and  building  up  a  prosperous  business.  In  1888, 
however,  he  disposed  of  this  property  and  removed 
to  Irvona,  Clearfield  County,  where  he  erected  a 
foundry  and  machine  shop.  His  success  in  this  enter¬ 
prise  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  for  nineteen 
years  he  carried  on  a  steadily  growing  business. 
Meanwhile,  however,  his  attention  had  been  drawn  in 
other  directions,  and  in  1907  he  moved  to  Irwin, 
where,  in  1902,  in  association  with  his  brother,  S. 
Grant  Helman,  he  had  purchased  the  “Republican 
Standard.” 

This  paper,  now  over  fifty  years  old,  held  its 
inception  in  July,  1869,  when  B.  M.  AlcWilliams, 
then  a  lad  of  some  ten  years,  published  a  three  column, 
four-page  monthly  called  the  “Irwin  Times.”  “Ben¬ 
nie,”  the  enterprising  young  journalist,  edited,  set  up, 
printed  and  delivered  his  paper  to  the  subscribers  on 
horseback.  The  subscription  price  was  fifty  cents  a 
year.  Publication  lapsed  after  a  few  years,  but  in  1873 
Mr.  AlcWilliams  again  resumed  his  journalistic  ef¬ 
forts,  venturing  forth  with  the  “Irwin  Spray,”  a  six- 


column  weekly  which  was  filled  with  the  news  events 
of  the  day.  It  continued  publication  for  a  longer 
period.  In  1880,  W.  H.  Johnson  purchased  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  AlcWilliams  and  began  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  “Irwin  Chronicle,”  a  four-page  six- 
column  weekly.  After  several  years  Air.  Johnson  sold 
out  to  J.  W.  and  J.  C.  Loughead  who  rechristened 
it  the  “Westmoreland  Standard.”  A  year  later  John 
C.  Loughead  became  sole  owner  and  changed  the 
name  of  the  paper  to  the  “Irwin  Standard”  under 
which  it  was  published  for  twenty  years.  C.  A. 
Thompson  became  the  owner  on  January  1,  1888.  W. 
H.  Morrow  was  editor  and  continued  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  until  about  1900.  Between  1892  and  1900, 
there  were  several  changes  in  ownership,  and  shortly 
after  the  former  year,  the  “Irwin  Republican”  en¬ 
tered  the  local  newspaper  field,  being  owned  by  a 
stock  company  headed  by  George  W.  Flowers  and 
George  Aliller.  In  1901,  Air.  Flowers  purchased  the 
“Standard”  and  combined  the  two  papers  under  the 
name  of  the  “Republican  Standard.” 

It  was  soon  afterwards  that  E.  Elmer  and  S. 
Grant  Helman  purchased  the  paper,  with  S.  Grant 
Helman  as  managing  editor  until  ill  health  forced 
him  to  retire  in  1906.  J.  Fred  Jones  of  Pittsburgh 
was  then  joint  owner  and  editor  of  the  paper  for  a 
time,  but  in  1912,  E.  Elmer  Helman  became  sole 
Gwner  and  editor.  In  1914  the  “Westmoreland  Jour¬ 
nal,”  of  Jeannette,  purchased  the  previous  year  by 
Air.  Helman  from  A.  F.  Landis,  was  consolidated 
with  the  “Republican  Standard.”  The  “Republican 
Standard”  has  continued  to  grow  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  Air.  Helman  and  has  well  earned  its  reputa¬ 
tion  as  being  one  of  the  best  and  cleanest  weekly 
newspapers  in  the  country.  Its  present  circulation 
of  over  3,000  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  support 
which  its  policies  and  high  journalistic  standards 
command.  In  1925,  the  newspaper  and  job  printing 
plant  was  moved  to  its  present  location  on  Third 
Street  and  practically  all  new  equipment  has  replaced 
that  which  served  in  former  years.  Air.  Helman  still 
continues  as  editor  and  owner,  but  he  has  passed  on 
to  his  sons  much  of  the  burden  of  the  work  con¬ 
nected  with  the  management  and  publication  of  the 
paper. 

On  September  30,  1885,  Air.  Helman  married  Eva 
Alay  Painter,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Evaline 
(Painter)  Painter,  of  North  Huntingdon  Township. 
Mrs.  Helman,  a  familiar  and  very  active  figure  in 
Irwrin  life  for  many  years,  died  on  February  3, 
1925.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  1. 
Alervyn  P.,  born  on  Alarch  25,  1887,  married  Ruth 
Kennedy,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Kennedy  of 
State  College,  Pennsylvania,  a  prominent  contractor 
there,  and  is  the  father  of  six  children:  Alervyn  P., 
Jr.,  Evaline  Elizabeth,  Ruth  Alarguerite,  John  Pain¬ 
ter,  Fred  Kennedy  and  Richard  Elmer.  They  now 
live  at  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania,  and  Air.  Helman  is 
employed  at  Fairmont,  West  Virginia,  as  mechanical 
engineer.  2.  Thomas  L.,  born  on  January  25,  1890, 
married  Hazel  Johnson,  daughter  of  G.  L.  Johnson 
of  Irwin,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eleanor 
Girard.  He  is  now  associated  in  the  publication  of 
the  “Republican  Standard  and  Westmoreland  Jour¬ 
nal.”  3.  Frank  W.,  born  on  July  5,  1893,  now  fore¬ 
man  of  the  Republican  Printing  Company  and  prom¬ 
inent  in  Alasonic  circles  of  this  State.  He  married 
Esther  Gootee,  and  they  have  one  son,  Frank  Gootee. 
4.  Elmer  G.,  born  on  June  15,  1895,  died  on  August 
20,  1930.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  and 
married  Carrie  Aleerhoff,  daughter  of  C.  W.  Aleer- 
hoff.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Jeanne 
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Yvonne  and  Sandra  Joan.  5.  William  A.,  born  on 
November  18,  1897,  married  Emma  Lauffer,  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  M.  Lauffer  of  North  Irwin,  and  has 
two  children:  Emma  Jean  and  James  Alvin.  He  is 
now  business  manager  and  managing  editor  of  the 
‘‘Republican  Standard  and  Westmoreland  Journal,” 
and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  civic  affairs  of  this 
community  and  section.  Mr.  Helman  is  also  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  World  War.  6.  Evaline  P.,  born  on 
March  9,  1902. 


LOUIS  B.  ROUND — Almost  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago  Mr.  Round,  then  a  youth  of  nineteen  years, 
became  connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  Power  Com¬ 
pany  or  rather  with  one  of  its  component  companies, 
then  known  as  the  New  Castle  Electric  Company. 
It  is  characteristic  of  him  that  he  has  continued  to 
be  identified  with  this  company  ever  since  then  and 
that  he  rose  from  a  very  modest  position  to  one 
of  importance  and  responsibility.  For  amongst  his 
outstanding  characteristics  there  have  always  been 
most  notable:  loyalty,  industry  and  conscientiousness. 
These,  combined  with  unusual  ability  and  a  very 
pleasing  personality,  have  been  the  basis  of  his  suc¬ 
cess.  They  have  also  brought  him,  to  the  fullest  degree 
possible,  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
entire  community,  the  more  so  because  his  fellow- 
citizens  fully  appreciate  that  for  many  years  he  has 
been  the  recognized  leader  of  all  community  under¬ 
takings  which  promise  to  further  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  city,  its  people  and  its  institutions. 

Louis  B.  Round  was  born  at  Tipton,  England,  July 
17,  1888,  a  son  of  the  late  Benjamin  and  Edith  M. 
(Palmer)  Round.  His  father,  who  was  a  roll  turner 
by  trade,  was  born  at  Gornal,  England,  in  1863  and 
died  in  February,  1928.  Mr.  Round’s  mother  was 
born  at  Sedgley,  England,  and  died  in  February, 
1930.  One  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  now  living,  Mr.  Round  came  to  Canada  with 
his  parents  as  a  young  lad.  He  received  his  earliest 
education  in  the  schools  of  England  and  later  con- 
tined  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Canada  and 
Pennsylvania.  Until  he  was  nineteen  years  old  he 
followed  farming.  On  July  1,  1907,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  New  Castle  Electric  Company,  now  a 
part  of  the  Pennsylvania  Power  Company.  His  first 
position  was  that  of  a  meter  reader.  From  this  he 
was  advanced  to  positions  of  ever-increasing  impor¬ 
tance  and  responsibility,  including  those  of  meter 
tester,  meter  installer,  and  assistant  foreman.  Even¬ 
tually,  he  became  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Power  Company  at  Ellwood  City.  In 
1917,  when  the  New  Castle  and  Ellwood  districts 
were  consolidated,  Mr.  Round  was  made  assistant 
superintendent  and  in  1918  he  succeeded  Mr.  J.  C. 
Chestnut  as  the  manager  of  the  New  Castle  district 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Power  Company.  On  September 
1,  1931,  when  the  headquarters  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Power  Company  were  removed  from  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  to  New  Castle,  Mr.  Round  was  appointed  gen¬ 
eral  manager  and  vice-president  of  the  company,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then. 
This  promotion  met  with  general  approval,  not  only 
on  the  part  of  his  associates  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Power  Company,  but  also  on  the  part  of  the  custom¬ 
ers  of  the  company,  who  had  long  recognized  Mr. 
Round  as  an  exceptional  capable  business  executive 
and  fully  appreciated  his  efforts  in  their  behalf.  At 
the  time  of  his  promotion  to  the  active  managership 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Power  Company  Mr.  Round 
summed  up  his  business  philosophy  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words:  “As  to  the  policy  of  the  company  in  the 


future  it  is  my  hope  that  even  more  cordial  public 
relations  may  be  established.  We  have  tried  to  con¬ 
vince  the  public  that  this  company  is  here  for  serv¬ 
ice,  that  no  customer  is  too  small  or  too  large  to 
receive  courteous,  efficient  service,  and  I  believe  that 
we  have  achieved  this  end  in  no  small  part.  To  con¬ 
tinue  and  expand  this  policy  will  be  the  aim  of  my¬ 
self  and  associates  in  the  future  and  to  this  end  we 
pledge  our  best  efforts.  It  has  always  been  my  idea 
that  a  public  utility  is  a  public  servant,  that  because 
of  its  peculiarly  intimate  relations  with  the  public 
the  company  must  strive  for  the  confidence  of  the 
people  it  serves,  and  the  only  change  that  I  can 
suggest  in  the  policy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Power 
Company  is  a  more  intensive  effort  to  tie  up  the 
customer  with  the  company  in  a  cordial,  satisfactory 
relationship.” 

In  1918,  after  Mr.  Round  had  been  appointed  dis¬ 
trict  manager,  he  began  to  devote  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  and  energy  to  the  civic  interests  of 
New  Castle.  During  the  World  War  he  was  most 
effectively  active  in  the  various  Red  Cross  and 
Liberty  Loan  drives  and  in  the  other  patriotic  move¬ 
ments  of  that  period.  Following  the  end  of  the  war 
he  continued  his  civic  activities  and  for  several  years 
served  as  the  general  chairman  of  the  New  Castle 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  When  the 
Community  Chest  of  New  Castle  was  established, 
Mr.  Round  served  as  chairman  of  the  first  drive. 
He  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  active  members 
of  the  New  Castle  Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  was 
president  in  1931.  About  1929,  when  Troop  F,  the 
local  National  Guard  unit,  reached  a  critical  stage 
in  its  existence,  Mr.  Round  was  asked  to  head  a' 
civilian  sponsors’  committee  to  rejuvenate  the  troop. 
Today  this  military  organization  ranks  with  the  best 
units  in  the  52d  Brigade  and  stands  out  as  perhaps 
the  best  all-around  troop  in  the  103d  Regiment,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  National  Guard  Cavalry.  As  a  testimonial 
to  his  unusually  active  civic  work,  the  Perry  S. 
Gaston  Post,  No.  843,  American  Legion,  awarded 
to  Mr.  Round  its  distinguished  service  merit  certifi¬ 
cate.  The  particular  incident  which  occasioned  this 
award  was  the  handling  by  him  of  the  Tri-County 
Armistice  celebration  at  New  Castle  in  1930,  but  the 
legion  also  made  this  award  because  it  recognized 
the  outstanding  position  of  Mr.  Round  as  a  civic 
leader  during  the  last  ten  years.  He  has  also  been 
honored  by  being  appointed  an  honorary  colonel  in 
Troop  F,  103d  Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard.  He  is  a  director  of  the  New  Castle  Cathe¬ 
dral  Association  and  a  member  of  Mahoning  Lodge, 
No.  243,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as  of 
the  various  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  includ¬ 
ing  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Syria  Temple, 
of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  of  the  New  Castle  Field  Club. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  more  particularly  with  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  New  Castle.  His  favorite  forms 
of  recreation  are  golf  and  horse-back  riding. 

Mr.  Round  married,  January  1,  1907,  Lucy  H. 
Creel,  of  New  Castle,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  William  H. 
Creel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Round,  who  make  their  home 
at  No.  512  Neshannock  Boulevard,  New  Castle,  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  were 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from 
Westminster  College:  1.  Edith  M.,  bom  November 
8,  1907.  2.  Mettie  A.,  born  November  28,  1909.  Mr. 
Round’s  offices  are  located  at  No.  19  Washington 
Street,  New  Castle. 
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CHARLES  FULLERTON  HALDERMAN— 

In  1916  the  “Oil  City  Blizzard,”  a  newspaper  which 
had  been  established  in  1882,  was  taken  over  by  the 
Blizzard  Publishing  Company,  and  Charles  Fullerton 
Halderman  was  called  to  be  its  editor  and  general 
manager.  The  search  for  the  right  man  for  the  place 
had  been  a  careful  one,  and  the  choice  of  Mr.  Hal¬ 
derman  has  proven  a  happy  choice.  He  is  a  member 
of  a  well-known  Pennsylvania  family  which  through 
four  generations  has  been  active  in  the  industries  of 
the  State.  When  hardly  out  of  short  trousers  he 
became  a  printer’s  apprentice  and  with  the  years 
gained  an  experience  which  included  every  operation 
in  the  making  of  a  newspaper,  and  held  every  posi¬ 
tion  in  category  from  printer’s  devil  to  editor-in- 
chief.  Always  interested  in  public  affairs  and  en¬ 
dowed  with  an  instinct  for  news,  Mr.  Halderman 
not  only  knows  the  art  of  getting  into  attractive 
print  the  latest  happenings,  but  has,  with  a  facile 
pen  and  an  effective  personality,  greatly  influenced 
the  course  of  events  in  those  places  where  he  has 
edited  journals. 

He  was  born  in  Venango  County,  June  1,  1869, 
a  son  of  A.  J.  and  Jane  (Parker)  Halderman,  both 
natives  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  A.  J.  Halder¬ 
man  was  for  many  years  an  oil  producer  and  a  citi¬ 
zen  who  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  home 
town,  both  as  an  individual  and  as  an  official.  The 
grandfather,  Samuel  Halderman,  came  from  Centre 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Charles  F.  Halderman  re¬ 
ceived  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  Emlenton,  Pennsylvania,  schools,  which  he 
quitted  early  to  became  an  apprentice  in  a  publishing 
shop  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade.  His  training  was 
complete,  and  if  his  wanderings  were  less  extensive 
than  those  of  the  usual  journeyman  printer,  it  was 
because  he  was  fitting  himself  for  the  writing  and 
management  phase  of  newspaper  publishing,  and  it 
may  also  have  been  that  the  young  lady  whom  he 
married  was  the  magnet  which  helped  to  keep  him 
in  the  town  where  he  had  been  educated  scholastically 
and  in  printing. 

In  the  first  years  of  the  present  century,  Mr.  Hal¬ 
derman  purchased  the  Emlenton  “Herald,”  a  weekly 
paper  which  he  conducted  for  nearly  fifteen  years. 
The  paper  he  took  over  was  the  average  village 
sheet  that  was  neither  a  thing  of  beauty  nor  a  source 
of  profit.  During  the  fourteen  years  in  which  Mr. 
Halderman  was  owner,  editor  and  manager  of  the 
“Herald”  he  not  only  weathered  all  the  storms  that 
beat  upon  all  newspapers,  small  or  large,  but  built 
up  the  journal  to  a  stature  and  strength  that  need 
fear  no  blasts  of  business  depressions  or  of  com¬ 
petition.  It  was  his  record  on  the  “Herald”  which 
led  to  his  being  sought  to  take  full  charge  of  the 
editorial  and  managing  departments  of  the  “Oil 
City  Blizzard,”  with  which  he  became  connected  on 
January  1,  1916.  It  was  during  war  times,  even 
though  America  had  not  yet  taken  sides  in  the  world 
conflict.  Oil  City  was  in  the  grip  of  an  industrial 
boom  in  which  its  chief  newspaper  could  share  if 
given  the  proper  management.  Mr.  Halderman 
proved  the  man  for  the  work,  and  has  been  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place  during  the  post-war 
period  with  its  succession  of  ups  and  downs  in  indus¬ 
try,  commerce  and  finance.  The  “Oil  City  Bliz¬ 
zard,”  established  as  a  daily  by  Bowen  and  Mc- 
Knight,  on  May  22,  1882,  was  purchased  on  the  first 
day  of  the  year  1916,  by  the  Blizzard  Publishing 
Company,  Incorporated.  The  officers  of  the  com¬ 
pany  were:  Dr.  H.  A.  Dawns,  president;  A.  C.  Mac¬ 
Intyre,  secretary;  and  C.  F.  Halderman,  treasurer, 


general  manager,  and  editor.  The  newspaper  is  an 
eight  column,  ten  to  twelve  page  evening  publica¬ 
tion,  with  a  circulation  of  4,500.  It  is  independent 
in  politics,  carries  the  last-minute  news  from  the 
great  press  agencies,  and  features  financial  news, 
sports,  and  local  activities.  The  Blizzard  job  print¬ 
ing  plant  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  in  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  capable  of  turning  out  almost 
any  type  of  printing  from  visiting  card  to  book  pub¬ 
lication.  Upon  Mr.  Halderman’s  shoulders  rest  great 
responsibilities,  but  the  burdens  have  not  been  too 
great.  The  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  “Blizzard” 
is  a  monument  to  the  efficiency  of  his  efforts  and 
to  his  unflagging  devotion.  In  Oil  City  he  has  never 
had  the  time  to  enter  official  civic  affairs,  as  had 
been  his  privilege  before  removing  to  that  city.  He 
resigned  the  office  of  burgess  when  he  came  to  Oil 
City,  and  this  was  but  one  of  many  roles  he  had 
played  in  his  former  town.  Both  personally  and 
through  the  “Blizzard”  he  has  been  a  constructive 
force  in  the  modern  development  of  Oil  City.  Many 
welfare  and  community  movements  have  been  fos¬ 
tered  by  him;  he  is  generous  of  himself  and  his  means 
in  the  aid  of  the  unfortunate,  but  without  ostenta¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  and  elder  of  the  Second  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

On  October  17,  1894,  Charles  Fullerton  Halder¬ 
man  married  Mary  Messer,  of  Emlenton.  They  have 
their  home  at  No.  310  Central  Avenue,  Oil  City. 


THOMAS  GALLAGHER  TAYLOR— A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  law  firm  of  Taylor  and  Taylor,  of  Greens- 
burg,  in  which  he  is  associated  professionally  with 
his  father,  Thomas  Gallagher  Taylor  has,  through 
his  legal  activities  and  by  his  civic  endeavors,  richly 
contributed  to  the  well-being  of  his  adopted  com¬ 
munity  and  to  that  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as 
a  whole. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  at  New  Alexandria,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  on  September  30,  1889,  son  of 
Jeffery  W.  and  Margaret  (Gallagher)  Taylor.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  West  Fairfield,  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  is  today  the  oldest  member  of  the  bar 
now  living  in  Westmoreland  County.  The  mother 
was  born  at  New  Alexandria. 

In  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  County,  Thomas  Gallagher  Taylor,  of 
this  review,  received  his  early  education;  and,  grad¬ 
uated  from  high  school  in  1908,  he  matriculated  at 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  where,  in  1911, 
he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  and  in  1914, 
that  of  Master  of  Arts.  Going,  then,  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Law  School,  he  took,  at  that  institution,  in 
1914,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  His  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  bar  of  this  State  had  already  come,  how¬ 
ever,  on  May  15,  1913;  and,  while  still  studying  law, 
he  was  practicing  the  profession  that  he  had  chosen. 
He  chose  the  city  of  Greensburg  for  his  permanent 
place  of  practice,  joining  here  the  firm  of  Taylor 
and  Taylor,  the  names  representing  father  and  son, 
Jeffery  W.  and  Thomas  G.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  been  a  consistent  Republican,  and 
was  appointed  first  assistant  district  attorney  of 
Westmoreland  County,  so  serving  from  1917  to  1926. 
From  February  1,  1927,  until  September  1,  1929,  he 
served,  too,  as  deputy  attorney-general  in  Harris¬ 
burg.  From  September  1,  1929  to  June  1,  1931,  he 
served  as  special  deputy  attorney-general  for  aero¬ 
nautics  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Since  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1931  he  has  been  special  deputy  attorney- 
general  for  the  department  of  banking  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Mr.  Taylor  has  found  time  also  for  an  active 
affiliation  with  several  Masonic  bodies.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Greensburg  Lodge  No.  518,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  the  Comman- 
dery  of  Knights  Templar,  all  of  Greensburg;  New 
Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite: 
and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is,  in  his 
religious  faith,  a  Presbyterian.  Into  all  his  work 
and  all  the  varied  activities  of  his  career,  he  has 
regularly  put  his  best  energies  and  his  fullest  meas¬ 
ure  of  enthusiasm. 

Thomas  G.  Taylor  married,  on  June  28,  1916,  Mary 
L.  Long,  of  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Oliver  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Brinker)  Long.  By  this 
marriage  there  have  been  three  children:  1.  Elizabeth, 
born  March  31,  1917.  2.  James  G.,  born  June  21,  , 

1919.  3.  Mary  Jane,  born  September  9,  1924. 


STANLEY  EARL  McWREATH— Owner  and 
operator  of  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail  dairy 
business  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Stanley  Earl 
McWreath  built  up  this  enterprise  from  modest  be¬ 
ginnings  and  continued  its  conduct  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  county’s 
able  business  men  and  well  deserved  the  high  repu¬ 
tation  which  he  enjoyed  among  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  McWreath  was  born  in  Brooke  County,  West 
Virginia,  near  the  town  of  Bethany,  on  December  9, 
1884,  a  son  of  Byron  and  Alice  (Lindsay)  Mc¬ 
Wreath,  now  deceased.  His  parents  were  farmers, 
and  when  he  was  only  four  removed  to  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  own  life  was  largely 
spent.  Mr.  McWreath  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county  and  in  his  boyhood  and  youth 
assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
As  a  young  man,  however,  he  went  to  Ohio  and  for 
several  years  worked  in  the  steel  mills  at  Canton 
and  Massillon,  in  that  State.  Seeking  larger  oppor¬ 
tunities,  he  returned  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1918  and  at  that  time  established  the  dairy  busi¬ 
ness  which  grew  rapidly  under  his  guidance,  becom¬ 
ing  an  important  commercial  enterprise  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  He  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  trade,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  maintaining  high  standards  of 
quality  both  in  product  and  service.  Mr.  McWreath 
was  also  engaged  in  poultry  raising  to  a  considerable 
extent.  Able  and  energetic,  he  attained  success  solely 
through  his  own  efforts  and  by  the  integrity  of  his 
character  won  the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

Mr.  McWreath  had  many  other  connections.  As 
an  active  Republican  in  politics,  he  was  influential 
in  his  party  locally  and  at  one  time  was  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  tax  collector  of  Chartiers  Township. 
He  was  affiliated  fraternally  with  McKinley  Lodge, 
No.  431,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Canton, 
Ohio,  and  with  Friendship  Council,  No.  201,  Junior 
Order  United  American  Mechanics.  In  religious 
faith,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Third  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Washington. 

On  July  3,  1912,  at  De  Graff,  Ohio,  Stanley  Earl 
McWreath  married  Josephine  Mikel,  who  was  born 
in  that  place  on  January  15,  1887.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McWreath  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Stanley  Eugene, 
born  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  February  24,  1915.  2.  Frank 
C.,  also  born  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  on  October  27, 
1918. 

Mr.  McWreath  died  very  suddenly  on  November 
4,  1931,  following  an  operation  from  which  he  failed 
to  rally.  He  was  in  his  forty-seventh  year.  His 


death  at  the  height  of  his  useful  career  was  a  source 
of  deepest  regret  to  the  many  hundreds  throughout 
the  county  who  had  come  in  contact  with  him  in  the 
course  of  his  business  relationships  and  many  of 
whom  had  known  him  from  childhood.  To  his  inti¬ 
mate  friends  his  loss  was  irreparable  and  by  them 
he  will  always  be  remembered  with  the  warmest 
affection  and  regard. 


HARRY  FRED  BIGLER — The  death  of  Harry 
Fred  Bigler,  of  Clearfield,  marked  the  passing  of  the 
youngest  and  last  surviving  of  the  sons  of  former 
Governor  William  Bigler,  and  brought  to  an  end 
the  older  generation  of  that  family  notable  in  the 
annals  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  states.  His  father, 
Hon,  William  Bigler,  born  at  Shermansburg,  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  in  December  1814,  was  descended 
from  a  family  of  “Pennsylvania  German”  extraction 
who  removed  to  Mercer  County  where  a  large  tract 
of  land  had  been  purchased.  Unfortunately  the  title 
to  this  acreage  proved  defective  and  the  family  had 
to  rebuild  its  fortunes  as  the  possessors  of  a  small 
farm.  The  senior  Bigler  did  not  live  long  enough  to 
see  his  eldest  son  John  installed  in  the  gubernatorial 
chair  of  California,  and  William  elected  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  to  know  of  later  honors  when  one 
of  the  sons  was  representing  his  country  in  an  im¬ 
portant  mission,  and  the  other  acting  as  the  con¬ 
fidential  friend  and  advisor  of  the  president  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

Hon.  William  Bigler  was  associated  with  his 
brother  John,  in  the  printing  establishment  which 
published  the  Bellefonte  “Centre  Democrat”  from 
1829  to  1833,  after  which  he  came  to  Clearfield. 
Knowing  but  two  persons  in  the  whole  county  and 
with  twenty  dollars  of  borrowed  capital  he  began 
the  publishing  of  the  “Clearfield  Democrat,”  which 
he  ran  successfully  for  three  years.  Quite  naturally 
he  had  become  interested  in  politics  and  was  urged 
to  run  for  election  to  the  Legislature,  or  at  least  to 
serve  in  the  convention  called  for  the  revision  of  the 
constitution  of  the  State.  He  refused  both  honors, 
but  was  elected  to  the  convention,  in  his  absence,  in 
1841,  and  to  the  State  Senate  of  which  he  was  twice 
elected  Speaker,  prior  to  1847,  the  year  in  which  he 
was  talked  of  for  Governor.  It  was  not  until  1851 
that  he  was  elected  to  the  gubernatorial  chair,  at 
a  time  when  the  fugitive  slave  law  and  banking 
reforms  were  outstanding  issues.  In  1854  he  was 
again  nominated  to  the  same  high  office,  but  lost 
through  a  divided  party.  In  1855  he  was  sent  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  during  the  meanwhile  having 
been  chosen  as  the  president  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Erie  Railroad.  In  the  Senate  he  held  the  place  of 
personal  friend,  confidant  and  advisor  of  an  unpopu¬ 
lar  President.  It  has  been  written  of  him:  “He  is  less 
seen  and  more  felt  than  almost  any  gentleman  on  the 
administration  side  of  the  Senate.” 

The  Senator’s  youngest  son,  Harry  Fred  Bigler, 
Sr.,  was  born  at  Clearfield,  December  14,  1847.  His 
mother,  Maria  J.  Bigler,  had  most  to  do  with  the 
direction  of  his  education  which  included  studies  in 
the  public  schools  of  Clearfield  and  academies  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  His  business  career 
was  begun  in  the  hardware  establishment  of  O.  B. 
Merrill,  to  form  the  partnership  of  Merrill  &  Bigler. 
After  a  few  years  he  purchased  the  interest  of  his 
partner  and  conducted  the  business  alone  until  the 
’seventies  when  he  sold  out  to  William  Powell. 
While  still  a  young  man  he  became  interested  with 
his  brothers,  Hon.  E.  A.  and  W.  D.  Bigler,  and 
Weaver  and  Betts  in  the  lumber  industry,  in  which 
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they  operated  on  a  large  scale.  Harry  F.  Bigler 
had  general  charge  of  the  lumbering  on  Curry  and 
Hazlett  Runs,  then  known  as  “Wilderness  Country.” 
His  winters  he  spent  at  the  camps,  traveling  back  and 
forth  by  horse  and  sleigh,  the  only  means  of  travel 
available.  In  1881,  with  this  same  group  of  asso¬ 
ciates,  he  was  the  first  to  develop  the  coal  fields 
where  Barnesboro,  Spangler  and  St.  Benedict  are 
now  located.  Here  again  he  had  the  privilege  of 
helping  to  make  wild  land  useful.  In  1887,  Mr.  Bigler 
took  over  the  management  of  the  Clearfield  Fire 
Brick  Company  and  made  the  first  fire-brick  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  section.  In  1902,  when  the  Harbison- 
Walker  Refractories  Company  was  formed  and  the 
plant  of  the  Clearfield  concern  became  a  part  of  that 
organization,  he  remained  with  the  new  concern  as  a 
director  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  was  general 
superintendent  of  the  Bigler  Brick  Works,  No.  2,  at 
Clearfield,  and  the  Wallaceton  Brick  Works,  both 
subsidiaries  of  the  Harbison-Walker  Company.  In 
addition,  Mr.  Bigler  was  vice-president  of  the  County 
National  Bank  of  Clearfield,  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Spangler,  treasurer  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Cambria  Electric  Railway,  and  president  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Clearfield  Water  Company. 

Politics  never  had  for  him  the  lure  that  they  had 
for  his  father.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  never 
sought  office,  yet  he  served  as  burgess  of  Clearfield 
in  1885  and  1886,  and  was  once  elected  school  direc¬ 
tor,  but  declined  to  accept  the  office.  Always  civic- 
minded  and  generous,  he  contributed  largely  to  the 
welfare,  humanitarian  and  betterment  movements  of 
his  community,  and  to  those  less  fortunate  than  him¬ 
self.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Clairfield  Hos¬ 
pital.  For  many  years  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  he  was  a  member  of  its  board  of 
trustees  and  active  in  its  religious  work. 

In  1879  Harry  F.  Bigler  married  Florence  Graham, 
daughter  of  James  B.  Graham,  of  Clearfield,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  1. 
William  Bigler  of  Clearfield.  2.  Marian,  wife  of 
Ralph  Good,  of  Patton.  3.  Harry  Fred  Bigler,  Jr., 
also  of  Clearfield. 

Mr.  Bigler’s  death,  on  October  25,  1917,  in  the 
seventieth  year  of  his  age,  came  as  a  great  shock  to 
the  community  by  which  he  was  held  in  such  high 
esteem  and  affection.  Many  tributes  were  paid  by 
those  who  mourned  his  passing  to  his  attractive  per¬ 
sonality  and  exemplary  character,  his  importance  as 
a  business  man,  and  the  role  he  had  played  in  the 
development  of  this  and  other  sections  of  the  State. 
To  quote  two  brief  paragraphs: 

Mr.  Bigler  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  ever  ready 
with  his  time  an3  means  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  business  and  benevolence.  The  interests 
which  he  represented  are  all  around  us  and  his  guiding 
hand  was  seen  and  felt  in  them  all.  Of  unblemished 
character,  his  death  leaves  a  vacancy  in  our  midst  that 
will  not  soon  be  filled. 

Mr.  Bigler’s  sternness  of  character  was  balanced  by 
an  unusual  sense  of  justice  and  kindness.  To  a  re¬ 
markable  degree  he  had  the  profound  respect  as  well 
as  affection  of  those  who  were  associated  with  him  in 
business  or  in  his  employ.  He  was  a  man  of  wide 
acquaintance  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  and  his  reputation  for  ability  and  strict 
integrity  brought  him  unsought  many  positions  of 
honor  and  trust. 


CARNEGIE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  OIL 
CITY — The  early  libraries  of  Oil  City,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  were  of  the  type  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  close  corporations  where  a  group  of  individ¬ 
uals  purchased  a  number  of  books  which  circulated 
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only  among  the  members.  Later  some  of  the  books 
no  longer  of  use  to  these  clubs  were  turned  over  to 
a  larger  organization  and  were  rented  out  to  mem¬ 
bers  who  paid  either  so  much  per  book  or  subscribed 
a  stated  amount  annually.  The  free  library  was  a 
comparatively  modern  development  and  was  started 
in  Oil  City  in  1901,  when  the  library  now  known 
as  the  Carnegie  Library  was  organized.  The  build¬ 
ing  which  housed  it  was  not  completed  until  1903, 
however,  and  from  that  year  the  library  has  func¬ 
tioned  in  a  large  way.  The  building  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $44,481.87.  The  upkeep  of  plant  and 
books  is  the  duty  of  the  city  government.  In  1930 
the  library  had  22,493  volumes  on  its  shelves  and 
these  had  an  average  circulation  of  86,088. 

Florence  G.  Trosh  has  been  the  librarian  since 
1921,  and  it  is  under  her  able  supervision  that  the 
library  has  made  its  greatest  increase  and  been  of 
the  largest  service.  Miss  Trosh  is  a  native  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  a  daughter  of  the  late  N.  F.  and  Mary  C. 
(Weaver)  Trosh.  Mr.  Trosh  was  superintendent  of 
the  over  and  short  department  of  the  National 
Transit  Oil  Company.  Miss  Trosh  after  graduation 
from  high  school  entered  the  employ  of  the  Oil  City 
Library,  and  in  1921  was  advanced  to  her  present 
position.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
and  American  Library  Associations,  and  of  the 
Belles  Lettres,  Athene,  Business  and  Professional 
Women’s  Clubs.  She  is  the  right  woman  in  the  right 
place,  pleasant,  understanding,  sympathetic,  able  in 
administration  and  modern  in  ideas.  Her  regime  has 
been  one  marked  by  progressive  measures  and  re¬ 
markable  success,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  the 
extension  of  the  number  of  readers  and  the  kind 
and  number  of  books  circulated. 


JOHN  C.  HABERLEN— A  veteran  of  the  World 
War  and  an  educator  of  long  experience,  John  C. 
Haberlen  now  fills  the  important  and  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  of  superintendent  of  schools  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Westmoreland  County.  His  qualifications  for  this 
office  are  unquestioned  and  for  a  number  of  years 
past  his  leadership  has  been  of  great  importance  in 
the  growth  and  progress  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  school 
system. 

Mr.  Haberlen  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Town¬ 
ship,  Westmoreland  County,  on  September  12,  1887, 
a  son  of  August  F.  and  Anna  (Ferry)  Haberlen. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  East  Huntingdon 
Township,  Westmoreland  County,  on  May  28,  i860, 
has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during  his 
active  career.  The  mother,  who  was  born  at  Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1865,  died  in  January,  1893. 

John  C.  Haberlen  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  local  Pennsylvania  schools,  subsequently  at¬ 
tending  California  State  Normal  School,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1907.  For  two  years  there¬ 
after,  he  taught  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  Township,  and  then  entered  Gettysburg 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1913.  Mr.  Haberlen 
then  became  a  teacher  at  East  Huntingdon  Town¬ 
ship  High  School,  where  he  remained  for  one  year 
in  that  capacity.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
advanced  to  the  position  of  principal,  and  after  three 
years  became  supervising  principal  of  the  entire  dis¬ 
trict.  The  duties  of  this  position  he  discharged  with 
efficiency  and  success  for  two  years. 

After  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War, 
Mr.  Haberlen  enlisted  in  his  country’s  cause,  becom¬ 
ing  a  member  of  Company  C,  305th  Engineers,  80th 
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Division.  With  these  troops  he  served  overseas  for 
one  year,  participating  in  three  major  offensives.  He 
was  discharged  on  his  return  to  the  United  States  in 
June,  1919. 

Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Haberlen  took  up  again  his 
work  as  an  educator,  returning  to  the  East  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  Township  schools  where  he  remained  as  super¬ 
vising  principal  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
he  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  as  supervising  principal, 
and  in  1925  was  made  superintendent.  His  activities 
have  centered  at  Mt.  Pleasant  since  that  time.  His 
efforts  have  resulted  in  a  notable  strengthening  of 
the  local  school  system  and  he  himself  has  become 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  section. 

Aside  from  his  professional  connections,  Mr.  Haber¬ 
len  is  affiliated  with  the  local  post  of  the  American 
Legion  and  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club.  He 
worships  in  the  Lutheran  faith  and  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  now 
a  teacher  in  the  adult  Sunday  school  class  at  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

In  December,  1920,  John  C.  Haberlen  married 
Leona  C.  Rial,  of  Ruffsdale,  Pennsylvania,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Ada  (Poole)  Rial.  They  have  one 
son,  Lee  Wayne. 


HON.  JOHN  BOYD  CRUMRINE— President 
judge  of  the  Washington  County  Orphans  Court  and 
an  active  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  Hon.  John  Boyd 
Crumrine  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  life  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  professional 
activities  have  largely  centered.  In  his  present  re¬ 
sponsible  public  office  he  has  administered  the  duties 
of  the  orphans  court  with  conspicuous  energy  and 
fidelity. 

Judge  Crumrine  was  born  on  November  29,  1881, 
in  East  Bethlehem  Township,  now  Deemston  Bor¬ 
ough,  Washington  County,  a  son  of  Alonzo  B.  and 
Eleanor  (Weaver)  Crumrine.  His  father,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  died  on  March  25,  1889. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Waynesburg  public  schools,  John  Boyd 
Crumrine  entered  Waynesburg  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1902.  In  preparation  for  his  legal 
career,  he  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  took  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1905.  On  November 
7th  of  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  bar,  and  immediately  afterwards  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Washington,  in  this 
State.  In  1912  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Acheson  and  Crumrine,  with  association  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  1924,  with  offices  located  in  the  First 
National  Bank  Building,  Washington.  Judge  Crum¬ 
rine  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice.  He  was  retained 
in  many  cases  of  importance,  and  his  services  on 
behalf  of  his  clients  were  always  valuable. 

Although  his  professional  duties  were  arduous  and 
exacting,  Judge  Crumrine  maintained  a  deep  interest 
in  public  enterprises  and  civic  affairs.  As  a  Repub¬ 
lican  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  burgess  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  serving  with  distinction  from  January  1,  1922, 
until  January  1,  1924.  In  the  meantime  it  was  natu¬ 
ral  that  the  people  of  the  county  should  desire  to 
avail  themselves  of  his  special  legal  knowledge  and 
talents  as  well  as  of  his  demonstrated  capacity  for 
public  service,  and  in  November,  1923,  he  was  elected 
president  judge  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  Washing¬ 
ton  County  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Assuming  the 
duties  of  this  office  in  January,  1924,  he  has  con¬ 


tinued  on  the  bench  since  that  time.  Judge  Crum¬ 
rine  enjoys  a  distinguished  reputation,  and  his  rec¬ 
ord  on  the  bench  has  fully  justified  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  the  electorate. 

Fraternally,  Judge  Crumrine  is  affiliated  with  Sun¬ 
set  Lodge,  No.  623,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
in  this  order  he  is  an  active  member  of  many  higher 
bodies,  including  Washington  Chapter,  No.  150, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Washington  Council,  No.  1, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Jacques  de  Molay  Com- 
mandery,  No.  3,  Knights  Templar;  Pittsburgh  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
member  of  the  thirty-third  degree  in  his  city.  Judge 
Crumrine  is  also  a  member  of  the  Bassett  Club  and 
the  Washington  Country  Club.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Washington,  of  the  official  board  of  stewards  of 
which  he  is  a  member. 

On  November  9,  1905,  at  Mount  Morris,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  John  Boyd  Crumrine  married  (first)  Loula 
Kennedy,  daughter  of  David  and  Nannie  (Pollock) 
Kennedy.  She  died  on  October  4,  1913.  Judge 
Crumrine  married  (second),  December  27,  1923,  Nell 
Kennedy.  By  this  marriage  he  has  one  son,  J.  Boyd, 
Jr.,  born  December  11,  1924. 


JOHN  FRANKLIN  ROBERTS— General  agent 
of  the  State  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Indiana,  for  two  Pennsylvania  counties,  John 
Franklin  Roberts  has  occupied  this  office  since  1923. 
Many  years  of  his  earlier  career  were  devoted  to  edu¬ 
cational  work,  but  he  has  been  equally  successful  in 
business  life.  His  activities  now  center  chiefly  in 
Greene  and  Washington  counties. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  born  at  Pine  Bank,  Gilmore 
Township,  Greene  County,  on  October  11,  1881,  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  H.  (Hennen)  Roberts. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  Gilmore  Township, 
Greene  County,  in  1853,  died  on  July  2,  1922.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother,  who  was 
also  born  in  Gilmore  Township,  is  still  living.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  Six  of  them,  all 
sons,  are  still  living. 

John  Franklin  Roberts  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  county  and  subsequently  at¬ 
tended  Waynesburg  College  for  one  year.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  became  a  teacher,  and  from  1899 
until  1923  taught  continuously  in  the  schools  of 
Greene  County.  In  1923,  however,  seeking  larger 
opportunities,  he  became  associated  with  the  State 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  Indianapolis  as  agent 
for  Greene  and  Washington  counties,  Pennsylvania. 
Since  that  time  he  has  effectively  increased  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  company  in  this  district,  demonstrating 
that  he  possesses  the  qualities  which  make  for  busi¬ 
ness  success.  In  addition  he  has  a  number  of  con¬ 
nections  with  the  gas  and  oil  industry. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Roberts  is  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  worships  with  his  family  in  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  faith.  Although  he  has  never  cared  to  enter 
public  life,  he  has  maintained  a  constant  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  the  cause  of  civic  progress,  meet¬ 
ing  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  good  citizen¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Roberts’  hobbies  are  hunting  and  fishing, 
to  which  he  turns  in  his  leisure  moments  for  rec¬ 
reation  and  relaxation. 

In  1903,  Mr.  Roberts  married  Jessie  F.  Cole  of 
Pine  Bank,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  T.  and 
Rachael  Ann  (Taylor)  Cole.  They  are  the  parents 
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of  seven  children:  Harold  S.f  William  T.,  Mary 
Ann,  Blaine,  Ruby  Aldine,  Dossie  Mae  and  Mar¬ 
garet.  There  are  also  two  grandchildren,  Gerald 
Franklin  and  Donald  William  Roberts.  Mr.  Roberts 
maintains  his  residence  at  Pine  Bank. 


CHARLES  FREDERICK  MAXWELL— Long 
experience  in  the  school  administrative  system  of 
Westmoreland  County  has  well  fitted  Charles  Fred¬ 
erick  Maxwell  for  his  present  position  as  county 
superintendent  of  schools.  A  business  and  teaching 
background,  with  many  years  of  work  in  an  assist¬ 
ant’s  capacity  in  the  office  that  he  now  heads,  have 
given  him  a  training  for  his  present  work  that  would 
be  hard  to  duplicate. 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  born  in  Hempfield  Township 
Westmoreland  County,  on  March  17,  1885,  son  of 
Andrew  Joseph  and  Angelina  Reamer  (Baker)  Max¬ 
well.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  this  county, 
the  father  having  been  born  on  a  farm  in  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant  Township  in  1852,  and  the  mother  in  Hempfield 
Township  in  1857.  The  father,  who  was  a  merchant 
in  Greensburg,  a  retail  grocer,  was  for  many  years 
connected  with  the  post  office  department  here;  he 
died  in  1918.  The  mother  died  in  1911.  They  had 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  living  at  present. 

Of  these,  Charles  Frederick  Maxwell  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  in  1903  was  graduated  from 
Greensburg  Seminary.  In  1904  he  studied  at  Thiel 
College,  and  then,  for  two  years,  was  engaged  in 
the  retail  grocery  business  in  Greensburg.  Then, 
determining  to  complete  his  college  work,  he  ma¬ 
triculated  at  Lafayette,  where,  in  1909,  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree. 

Turning  to  teaching  and  school  work,  he  became 
principal  of  the  Youngwood  High  School,  so  con¬ 
tinuing  from  1909  to  1916,  the  year  in  which  he 
first  came  to  the  county  school  superintendent’s  office 
as  assistant  superintendent.  His  first  assistantship 
was  under  Dr.  Robert  C.  Shaw,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1920.  Then,  from  1920  to  1930,  he  was 
assistant  superintendent  under  Dr.  Wilmer  G.  Dugan. 
In  1930  he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Westmoreland  County. 

Active  in  different  branches  of  civic  and  social 
life,  too,  Mr.  Maxwell  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  is  affiliated  with 
Philanthropy  Lodge  No.  225;  Urania  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Kedron  Commandery,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member,  too, 
of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Greensburg,  which  in  1929 
honored  him  by  electing  him  its  president.  His  mem¬ 
berships  also  include  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Frater¬ 
nity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days.  In  the 
First  Lutheran  Church,  of  Greensburg,  he  is  a 
teacher  in  the  young  men’s  Bible  class  and  an  active 
worker;  and,  a  member  of  the  Westmoreland  County 
Sabbath  School  Association,  he  served  in  1930  as 
vice-president  of  this  group.  In  all  his  work  and  all 
his  varied  affiliations,  Mr.  Maxwell  has  aided  materi¬ 
ally  in  the  promotion  of  his  community’s  best  inter¬ 
ests  and  of  the  well-being  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who 
have  deeply  appreciated  his  work  and  hold  him  in 
high  esteem. 

Charles  Frederick  Maxwell  married,  June  21, 
1911,  Eva  Elmira  Hertzog,  of  Mertztown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  Campbell  H.  and  Elmira  (Mabry) 
Hertzog.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been  two 
children:  1.  Charles  Frederick,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
on  September  18,  1914.  2.  Ruth  Elmira,  born  on 
June  15,  1913- 


HON.  JOHN  S.  FISHER— In  the  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Hon.  John 
S.  Fisher  has  for  many  years  figured  prominently; 
and  a  long  and  useful  career  as  a  lawyer  and  public 
servant  carried  him  to  the  governorship  of  the  State, 
an  office  that  he  held  from  1927  to  1931.  To  the 
duties  of  the  post  of  chief  executive  he  gave  his 
entire  time  during  the  period  of  his  service,  retiring 
wholly  from  his  other  interests  in  order  to  give  and 
devote  himself  and  his  best  energies  to  the  position 
of  trust  reposed  in  him.  Upon  completing  his  term 
of  office,  he  returned  to  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  his 
home  community,  where  he  is  widely  known  as  a 
citizen  and  a  practitioner  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  in  South  Mahoning  Town¬ 
ship,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  May  25,  1867, 
son  of  Samuel  Royer  and  Mariah  (McGaughey) 
Fisher.  In  1886  he  was  graduated  from  the  Indiana 
State  Normal  School  of  Pennsylvania.  In  later  years 
he  was  honored  by  Lafayette  College,  Westminster 
College,  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Juniata  Col¬ 
lege,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Military  College,  Temple  University  and  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  all  of  which  awarded  to  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  It  was  in  1893 
that  he  was  first  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State; 
and  he  took  up  his  formal  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  the  city  of  Indiana  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Cunningham  and  Fisher,  so  continuing  until  he 
assumed  his  duties  as  Governor. 

His  interest  in  politics  and  statecraft  began  early 
in  his  career;  and  early,  too,  were  his  abilities  rec¬ 
ognized  by  State  leaders.  He  was  elected,  in  1901, 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate.  Later 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  capitol  investigating 
commission,  of  which  he  was  chairman.  This  body 
exposed  the  frauds  in  connection  writh  the  furnish¬ 
ing  of  the  State  capitol  at  Harrisburg.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  too,  State  commissioner  of  banking,  receiv¬ 
ing  this  appointment  in  1919.  He  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  commission  on  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  and  revision  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  delegate,  in  1916,  to  the  Republican  National 
Convention  in  Chicago,  and  a  delegate-at-large  to 
the  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  convention,  in  1928.  His 
election  to  the  governorship  of  this  State  came  in 
1926,  and  from  January  18,  1927,  he  served  a  four- 
year  term  which  ended  on  January  20,  1931.  All  his 
offices,  business  connections  and  trusteeships  he  re¬ 
signed  when  he  took  over  the  duties  of  that  high 
office,  feeling  that  it  was  his  duty  and  privilege  to 
devote  his  whole  time  to  his  new  position.  His 
administration,  as  the  records  show,  was  replete  with 
excellent  service  and  was  such  as  to  give  him  credit 
and  distinction  among  his  fellow-citizens. 

Also  active  in  the  work  of  a  number  of  organiza¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Fisher  holds  memberships  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bar  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Bar  Association.  He  belongs,  too,  to  the  Union 
League  Club,  of  Philadelphia:  the  Harrisburg  Club, 
of  Harrisburg;  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  of  Indiana; 
the  Duquesne  Club  of  Pittsburgh;  and  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Athletic  Association.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  In  all  of 
these  groups,  as  in  his  professional  labors  and  his 
career  of  public  service,  he  has  held  constantly  to 
those  ideals  of  citizenship  that  have  always  char¬ 
acterized  him  and  his  works;  and,  as  a  result,  his 
position  today  is  one  of  outstanding  character,  not 
only  in  his  community  and  State,  but  in  the  wider 
realm  of  national  life. 

Hon.  John  S.  Fisher  married,  on  October  11,  1893, 


148 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Hapsie  Miller,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  Robert  Miller  Fisher,  a  record  of  whom 
appears  in  this  work;  and  Mrs.  Mary  F.  (Fisher) 
B  ro  wn. 


JAMES  ALBERT  KNOX,  M.  D.  — His  native 

city,  Waynesburg,  Greene  County,  has  been  the  scene 
of  Dr.  Knox’s  successful  professional  activities  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  for  almost  three  decades  and 
ever  since  the  completion  of  his  medical  studies  and 
training.  He  has  long  ranked  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  and  most  skillful  surgeons  of  this  part  of  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  demands 
made  on  Dr.  Knox  by  his  large  practice  and  his 
other  professional  activities,  he  has  found  time  and 
energy  to  take  an  active  part  in  many  other  phases 
of  the  community’s  life.  Indeed,  he  is  generally  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  Waynesburg’s  most  representative, 
most  public-spirited  and  most  useful  citizens,  and  his 
many  activities  represent  important  contributions  of 
lasting  value  to  the  progress  and  welfare  of  Waynes¬ 
burg  and  of  Greene  County. 

^  James  Albert  Knox  was  born  at  Waynesburg, 
Greene  County,  April  2,  1878,  a  son  of  the  late 
Prince  A.  and  Martha  (Parker)  Knox.  His  father, 
who  was  born  at  Bentleyville,  Washington  County, 
in  1843,  and  who  died  on  March  20,  1892,  was  a 
prominent  attorney  at  Waynesburg.  Dr.  Knox’s 
mother  was  born  at  Waynesburg  in  1842  and  died 
here  in  November,  1923.  One  of  a  family  of  five 
children,  of  whom  all  but  one  are  now  living,  Dr. 
Knox  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city.  He  then 
attended  Waynesburg  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1899.  After  that  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  Medical  School,  graduat¬ 
ing  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1903.  Returning  then  to  Waynesburg,  he 
established  himself  in  the  general  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  in  his  native  city,  but  since  1910  he  has  special¬ 
ized  in  the  practice  of  surgery.  He  is  chief  surgeon 
of  the  Greene  County  Memorial  Hospital  of  Waynes¬ 
burg  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  Greene  County  Medical  Society.  During  the 
World  War  Dr.  Knox  served  as  a  captain  with  the 
United  States  Army  Medical  Corps,  being  attached 
to  Evacuation  Hospital,  No.  42,  and  serving  from 
September,  1918,  until  January,  1919.  Dr.  Knox  has 
long  been  prominently  active  in  civic  affairs.  As 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Waynesburg 
College,  he  has  done  much  to  further  the  progress 
and  development  of  this  well-known  and  long  estab¬ 
lished  educational  institution.  His  interest  in  agri¬ 
cultural  affairs  finds  expression  in  his  service  as 
president  of  Waynesburg  Fair  and  Agricultural  As¬ 
sociation,  which  organization  has  benefited  materi¬ 
ally  as  a  result  of  his  active  participation  in  its 
affairs.  He  is  also  a  director  and  the  vice-president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 
Waynesburg  and  for  five  years  was  a  member  of 
the  local  board  of  education.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  while  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion.  His  prin¬ 
cipal  hobby  is  trotting  horses  and  they  furnish  him 
with  much  needed  recreation  from  his  arduous  work 
as  a  surgeon  and  as  a  civic  leader. 

Dr.  Knox  married,  in  December,  1904,  Lulu  M. 
Sargeant,  like  himself  a  native  of  Waynesburg,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  and  Priscilla  (Walton)  Sar¬ 


geant.  Mrs.  Knox’s  father  was  a  well-known  phy¬ 
sician  of  Beallsville,  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Knox,  who  make  their  home  at  No.  214  West  High 
Street,  Waynesburg,  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  John  W.,  born  August  20,  1908,  who  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Waynesburg  College  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1929  and  is  now  a  student  at  the 
Harvard  Law  School.  2.  William  S.,  born  October 
30,  1912,  who  is  a  student  at  Waynesburg  College. 


SAMUEL  FOLTZ—President  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  New  Castle,  Lawrence  County,  for 
many  years,  Samuel  Foltz  played  an  important  part 
in  bringing  this  institution  to  a  place  where  it  was 
considered  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  banks  of  its 
size  in  the  State.  Mr.  Foltz  directed  its  affairs  suc¬ 
cessfully,  instituted  sound  and  progressive  policies, 
negotiated  mergers  which  strengthened  the  bank  and 
in  general  proved  himself  a  financier  of  valuable 
gifts  and  great  ability.  He  was  long  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  life  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Foltz  was  born  at  Will-Roy  Furnace,  Butler 
County,  on  July  12,  1861,  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Amanda  G.  (Stewart)  Foltz.  His  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  William  Stewart,  was  editor  of  the  “Butler 
Sentinel,”  the  first  newspaper  established  in  Butler, 
Pennsylvania.  After  the  marriage  of  William  Stew¬ 
art’s  daughter,  Amanda  G.  Stewart,  to  Samuel  Foltz, 
Sr.,  the  two  men  became  associated  and  constructed 
an  iron  furnace  at  Rose  Point,  Butler  County,  which 
they  named  the  Will-Roy  Furnace  after  the  two  eld¬ 
est  sons  of  Samuel  Foltz,  Sr.  They  manufactured 
iron  from  local  iron  ore,  limestone  and  coal,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  shipped  their  product  down  the 
river  in  boats  to  Pittsburgh  where  the  iron  was 
converted  into  cannon  balls,  bringing  about  seventy- 
five  dollars  a  ton.  Subsequently  they  moved  to  New 
Castle,  and  with  money  made  from  their  iron  plant 
purchased  what  was  then  known  as  Phillips  Brothers 
Bank.  This  later  became  the  First  National  Bank 
of  New  Castle,  of  which  Samuel  Foltz,  Sr.,  was 
president.  Two  years  after  the  founding  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  he  was  killed  by  a  runaway  horse, 
and  his  eldest  son,  William  S.  Foltz,  succeeded  him 
as  president.  William  S.  Foltz  was  later  associated 
with  Mr.  George  Greer  of  New  Castle  in  building 
the  first  tin  mills  in  this  part  of  the  country.  These 
were  eventually  sold  to  the  United  States  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration.  They  were  also  largely  interested  in  La 
Belle  Iron  and  Steel  Company  of  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia,  the  American  Rolling  Mills  Company  of 
Middletown,  Ohio,  and  in  building  the  cement  mills 
at  New  Castle  which  were  later  sold  to  the  Lehigh 
Portland  Cement  Company. 

Samuel  Foltz,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel  Foltz,  Sr.,  and 
brother  of  William  S.  Foltz,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  Castle,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  first  class  to  graduate  from  the  local  high  school. 
After  the  completion  of  his  education  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Castle 
as  clerk  and  teller,  rising  within  the  organization  to 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  succeeded 
his  brother,  William  S.  Foltz,  as  president  of  the 
bank,  and  for  many  years  successfully  directed  its 
affairs.  In  1925,  when  the  First  National  Bank  of 
New  Castle  and  the  National  Bank  of  Lawrence 
County  were  consolidated,  he  became  president  of  the 
combined  institutions,  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Lawrence  County,  continuing  to  hold  that  office  until 
his  death  on  May  30,  1931.  Mr.  Foltz  also  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  Union  Trust  Company  of  New 
Castle.  He  was  a  man  of  wide  vision  and  sound 
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judgment  whose  guidance  was  a  decisive  factor  in 
the  success  of  those  institutions  with  which  he  was 
connected.  He  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  who  knew  him,  and  was  honored  for  the  con¬ 
structive  influence  of  his  useful  life.  Mr.  Foltz  was 
a  Republican  in  politics.  He  never  sought  public 
office,  but  his  high  position  in  the  life  of  New  Castle 
was  equalled  by  very  few  men  of  his  generation. 

In  i8qo,  Samuel  Foltz  married  Gula  E.  Boyles,  of 
New  Castle,  daughter  of  George  V.  and  Emma 
(Pearson)  Boyles.  Her  father  was  associated  early 
in  his  career  with  John  D.  Rockefeller  in  operat¬ 
ing  an  oil  company  at  Pithole,  near  Oil  City.  By 
the  sale  of  his  interest  in  this  company,  he  realized 
over  $100,000,  which  he  carried  in  cash  down  the 
river  on  a  boat  to  Pittsburgh.  The  trip  required  two 
days  and  two  nights,  and  in  order  to  guard  his  for¬ 
tune,  he  went  without  sleep  through  this  entire  pe¬ 
riod.  Subsequently,  he  brought  his  family  to  New 
Castle,  where  he  was  instrumental  in  building  the 
New  Castle  and  Franklin  Railroad.  He  was  also 
very  active  in  the  New  Castle  real  estate  field,  pur¬ 
chasing  several  business  blocks  in  the  town  and  largo 
outlying  tracts  of  land,  whose  value  in  later  years 
was  greatly  enhanced. 

Samuel  and  Gula  E.  (Boyles)  Foltz  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Stewart  P.  2.  Virginia. 
3.  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Foltz’s  death  on  May  30,  1931,  brought  to  a 
close  a  long  and  successful  career.  He  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  New 
Castle  and  his  loss  was  widely  mourned  not  only  by 
this  city  but  by  his  many  friends  elsewhere  through¬ 
out  the  State.  He  leaves  behind  him  a  life  of  sub¬ 
stantial  accomplishment  and  an  honored  name. 


PERRY  D.  CLARK — A  lawyer  and  jurist  of 
note,  Perry  D.  Clark  was  one  of  the  leading  and 
successful  members  of  the  Warren  County  bar;  and 
his  contribution  to  Pennsylvania  life,  as  well  as  to 
his  city  and  county,  was  of  outstanding  character. 
His  career  was  useful  to  his  fellowmen,  who  re¬ 
spected  him  and  were  ever  ready  to  take  part  help¬ 
fully  in  enterprises  which  he  sponsored. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Ellery,  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  on  June  7,  1851,  son  of  James  H.  and 
Mary  A.  (Balcom)  Clark  and  member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family.  The  father,  James  H.  Clark,  born 
in  1817  in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  was  reared 
and  educated  with  a  view  to  a  career  in  agriculture, 
the  occupation  that  he  followed  during  his  active 
life.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  days  in  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  New  York;  for  it  was  not  until  the 
fall  of  1877  that  he  removed  to  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  for  the  rest  of  his  life, 
residing  at  Russell.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  (Balcom) 
Clark,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  daughter  of  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Chautauqua  County,  and  died 
in  1895  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  James 
H.  and  Mary  A.  (Balcom)  Clark  reared  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Luke  B.  2.  Perry  D.,  of  further  mention. 
3.  Eveline  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Mason. 

Perry  D.  Clark  received  his  early  formal  education 
in  the  county  schools  and  early  determined  to  secure 
a  college  training.  Working  his  way,  he  studied  at 
several  academic  institutions,  finishing  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  work  at  Forestville,  New  York,  Academy,  and 
proceeding  thence  to  Cornell  University.  A  legal 
career  was  his  goal;  and,  matriculating  at  Cornell  in 
September,  1874,  he  was  graduated  from  that  univer¬ 
sity  in  1877  with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
While  a  student  at  Cornell,  he  continued  to  maintain 


his  physique  at  highest  level  by  participation  in 
athletics  and  sports  activities.  Particularly  enthu¬ 
siastic  over  aquatic  pastimes,  he  was  a  member  of 
several  of  the  first  boat  crews  sent  out  by  Cornell 
for  competitions  in  the  early  ’seventies.  He  was  a 
member,  incidentally,  of  the  university’s  „  crew  that 
took  part  so  famously  in  the  competition  at  Saratoga 
in  1874,  and  served  as  captain  of  the  Watkins 
regatta  of  the  same  year,  along  with  members  of 
his  class  crew  of  six,  which  also  won  the  Sprague 
cup  at  the  Cornell  regatta  in  1875.  He  was  likewise 
a  member  of  the  1877  crew  of  the  Sprague  Boat 
Club  and  of  the  same  class  crew  which  wron  the 
first  prize  at  the  Watkins  regatta  in  September,  1874. 

Following  his  graduation,  in  1877,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  law  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
While  at  Ithaca,  attending  Cornell,  he  had  also 
studied  law  in  the  offices  of  the  Hon.  S.  D.  Holliday, 
of  that  city;  and  so  he  was  doubly  equipped  for  the 
work  ahead  of  him.  In  October,  1877,  he  came  to 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  entering  the  office  of  Brown 
and  Stone,  and  there  remaining  for  eight  months. 
At  the  conclusion  of  that  period,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  law  in  Warren  County,  that  admis¬ 
sion  having  come  on  September  2,  1878.  Immediately 
he  took  up  his  professional  work,  and  thereafter 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar.  His  practice 
was  general  in  its  nature,  though  he  made  a  specialty 
of  Orphans’  Court  work.  His  proven  executive  abil¬ 
ity  led  to  the  placing  in  his  hands  of  the  settlement 
of  many  estates;  and  the  properties  placed  in  his 
control  have  increased  with  value  as  a  result  of  his 
management.  Mr.  Clark  always  had  a  fine  office 
practice,  and  was  regarded  as  an  especial  expert  in 
drawing  wills,  a  work  for  which  he  was  frequently 
called  upon. 

From  an  early  period  of  his  residence  in  Warren 
and  Warren  County,  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
civic  and  social  affairs;  and  to  these  phases  of  life 
he  contributed  much.  He  was,  in  his  political  views, 
an  enthusiastic  Democrat;  and,  on  his  party’s  ticket, 
he  was  twice  elected  burgess  of  Warren,  first  in  1891 
and  then  again  in  the  following  year.  During  his 
tenure  of  office,  the  first  street  paving  was  laid  by 
the  city,  a  project  in  which  he  was  definitely  instru¬ 
mental.  He  was  also  elected  a  delegate  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  constitutional  convention  of  1890;  but  was  re¬ 
lieved  from  that  arduous  duty  when  the  proposition 
■was  voted  down. 

Business  activities,  too,  concerned  him.  In  1894 
he  was  made  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Warren,  a  capacity  in  which  he  continued  to  serve 
for  the  rest  of  his  life;  and  from  1896  until  January, 
1909,  he  was  vice-president  of  the  bank.  In  January, 
1909,  he  was  elected  its  president,  but  served  very 
briefly  in  that  office,  his  death  occurring  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month.  His  legal  experience  and  knowledge 
was  vastly  useful  to  the  bank,  in  which  his  asso¬ 
ciates  and  those  working  under  his  direction  deeply 
respected  him  and  his  abilities. 

Mr.  Clark’s  acquaintance  went  far  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  Warren  County,  however;  for  a  great 
deal  of  important  litigation  took  him  before  the  Su¬ 
preme  Courts  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  as  well  as 
into  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  had  broad 
fraternal  affiliations,  which  also  were  a  power  in 
extending  his  acquaintance.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he 
was  connected  with  Honover  Lodge,  No.  52;  Eagle 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Ithaca,  New  York; 
and  Warren  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  War¬ 
ren,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member.  In  all  of 
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the  organizations  with  which  he  was  affiliated,  and, 
indeed,  in  the  many  undertakings  of  his  career,  he 
proved  his  public  spirit  and  eagerness  to  promote 
the  well-being  of  the  general  citizenry;  and  his  force¬ 
ful  personality  combined  with  the  clarity  of  his  intel¬ 
lect  to  make  his  work  effective,  regardless  of  the 
direction  in  which  it  was  at  a  given  time  turned. 

Strongly  devoted  to  home  and  family  and  the  finer 
aspects  of  life  that  they  represented  to  him,  Perry 
D.  Clark  married,  on  November  15,  1879,  Lillie  E. 
Schnur,  daughter  of  John  N.  and  Wilhelmina  (Haub- 
old)  Schnur,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Schnur 
was  for  many  years  a  leading  merchant  and  business 
executive,  having  operated  lumber  and  retail  cloth¬ 
ing  interests.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  born  two 
children:  1.  Clare,  born  on  November  16,  1882,  who 
died  January  8,  1904.  2.  Carl  P.,  who  was  born  on 
May  26,  1888,  and  is  a  successful  salesman  for  the 
Waco  Oil  Company,  of  Detroit,  Michigan;  he  is 
married  and  has  two  children:  John  P.  Clark,  born 
March  3,  1913,  and  Jean  Lillian,  born  April  20,  1923. 

The  death  of  Perry  D.  Clark,  on  February  18, 
1909,  was  a  cause  of  widespread  and  sincere  sorrow 
among  his  fellow-citizens.  For  he  had  aided  in  the 
promotion  of  numerous  worth  while  projects;  and 
his  position  was  one  of  leadership  and  high  regard. 
His  memory  lives  on,  as  it  must  live  for  years  yet 
to  come,  a  source  of  joy  and  satisfaction  and  inspira¬ 
tion  to  all  who  knew  him. 


HENRY  THOM  MCCLELLAND  —  Waynes- 
burg,  Greene  County,  numbers  among  its  best  citi¬ 
zens,  Henry  Thom  McClelland,  who  came  there  in 
1920  to  take  charge  of  one  of  its  public  utilities.  He 
brought  with  him,  ability,  a  wide  outlook  on  life,  and 
a  lively  interest  in  all  things  that  pertain  to  people 
and  their  activities.  There  are  few  phases  of  public 
life  in  which  he  is  not  keenly  interested,  and  there 
are  few  civic,  social  and  humanitarian  movements 
in  which  he  does  not  play  a  role.  He  holds  the 
esteem  and  affection  of  the  many  friends  and  asso¬ 
ciates  who  know  him  familiarly  in  business  and 
pleasure,  work  and  play. 

Mr.  McClelland  is  a  native  of  Pittsburgh,  born  in 
the  North  Side  section  of  that  city,  February  8, 
1887,  a  son  of  Henry  T.  McClelland,  born  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  in  1849.  The  public  schools  provided 
the  preliminaries  of  his  education,  and  in  Shadyside 
Academy  and  the  Washington  and  Jefferson  Prepara¬ 
tory  School  he  was  made  ready  for  entrance  in 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College.  He  was  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  preparatory  school,  in  1905,  and  was 
graduated  from  Washington  and  Jefferson  College 
in  1910,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  His 
collegiate  career  had  trained  him  for  no  particular 
work  or  profession,  being  rather  a  means  of  culture 
and  of  learning  correct  methods  of  study  and  think¬ 
ing,  which  would  serve  as  a  background  for  any 
activity  in  which  he  might  engage.  Of  a  mechanical 
turn  of  mind,  he  went  straight  from  Washington  and 
Jefferson  into  the  employ  of  the  Hope  Natural  Gas 
Company  of  West  Virginia,  with  which  concern  he 
remained  from  1910  to  1916.  From  1916  to  1920  he 
represented  the  company  as  a  construction  engineer 
in  Oklahoma.  It  was  as  the  result  of  his  proven 
ability,  training  and  experience  that  he  was  called 
in  1920  to  become  the  superintendent  of  the  Waynes- 
burg  Water  Company,  whose  affairs  he  has  since 
directed. 

Mr.  McClelland  was  gradually  drawn  into  the 
social  and  community  life  of  Waynesburg  with  pleas¬ 
ant  and  valuable  results  both  to  the  municipality  and 


himself.  He  is  a  well-known  figure  in  the  Kiwanis 
Club  and  finds  recreation  at  the  Greene  County 
Country  Club.  He  is  the  chairman  of  the  Greene 
County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  In 
politics  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party;  he  is  a  member  and  at  one  time  was  an  elder 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  November  12,  1912,  Henry  T.  McClelland 
married  Nettie  B.  Donnan,  of  Washington,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  a  daughter  of  Alvan  and  Lucy  (Murdoch) 
Donnan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClelland  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Lucy  D.,  born  November  24, 
1913,  now  a  student  in  Washington  Seminary.  2. 
Matilda  D.,  born  July  26,  1915,  now  also  a  student 
in  Washington  Seminary. 


ISRAEL  M.  GRAHAM — For  many  years  a  prom¬ 
inent  newspaper  publisher  of  Ligonier,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
Scotch-Irish  origin,  Israel  M.  Graham  held  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  leadership  in  his  community  and  State.  His 
accomplishments  were  useful,  and  his  friends  numer¬ 
ous.  And  he  was  respected  and  esteemed  among  all 
who  knew  him  for  his  sterling  integrity  and  interest 
in  promoting  worth  while  civic  projects,  and  at  the 
same  time  honored  for  his  public  spirit  and  his 
excellence  as  a  man.  For  he  was  an  individual  of 
pleasing  personality,  kindly  in  attitude  and  deed, 
friendly  in  temperament,  eager  to  help  others  when¬ 
ever  possible  for  him  to  do  so.  His  career  was  of 
value,  his  life  finely  and  beautifully  lived,  his  death 
a  cause  of  deep  sorrow. 

Mr.  Graham  was  born  on  December  21,  1847,  in 
Ligonier  Township,  Westmoreland  County,  the  eld¬ 
est  son  of  James  and  Louise  (Bitner)  Graham  and 
a  descendant  of  Barney  Graham,  who  came  about 
1804  from  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  founded  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  United  States;  he  was  a  farmer,  a  man 
of  limited  education,  and  a  staunch  Presbyterian,  and 
brought  with  him  to  this  country  his  wife  and  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  living  first  in  Greensburg 
for  about  a  year,  and  then  in  Unity  Township,  West¬ 
moreland  County. 

From  him  the  line  passes  through  George  Graham, 
grandfather  of  Israel  M.  George  Graham  was  the 
second  son  of  his  parents  and  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  this  country.  He  remained 
on  the  homestead  farm,  now  known  as  the  Jacob 
Shirley  farm,  until  his  father’s  death.  He  married, 
in  1819,  Sarah  Ralston,  who  was  born  in  1803,  of 
English  descent,  in  Westmoreland  County;  and  they 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Unity  Township  until  1832,  when 
they  removed  to  a  farm  in  Ligonier  Township,  two 
miles  south  of  Ligonier. 

James  Graham,  son  of  George  and  father  of 
Israel  M.,  was  born  on  September  28,  1820,  in  Unity 
Township,  and  early  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  in  his  political  views  adhered 
to  the  Republican  party.  He  was  keenly  interested 
in  public  affairs,  though  never  did  he  aspire  to  office; 
and  in  the  Lutheran  Church  he  was  a  most  active 
member,  having  held  several  official  positions.  He 
lived  in  Ligonier.  His  wife  was  Louise  (Bitner) 
Graham,  whose  ancestors  came  to  eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  about  1790,  afterward  settling  in  Somerset 
County.  Her  grandparents  removed  to  Fairfield 
Township,  Westmoreland  County,  about  1800;  and 
about  1803  her  parents,  Peter  and  Mary  Bitner,  took 
up  their  abode  in  Ligonier  Township,  where  their 
daughter,  Louise,  born  January  29,  1821,  also  in 
this  township,  was  wedded  to  James  Graham.  They 
became  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter, 
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all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity  with  the  exception  of 
one  son,  who  died  in  infancy  in  1854.  Mrs.  Graham 
died  September  25,  1901,  aged  seventy-nine. 

Israel  M.  Graham  was  born  on  December  21,  1847, 
in  Ligonier  Township,  as  noted  above,  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  township  received  his  early 
education,  studying  later  at  Ligonier  Academy,  and 
proceeding  thence  to  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School,  at  Edinboro,  Pennsylvania.  For  twelve  years 
he  was  principal  of  the  Ligonier  public  schools;  but 
he  had  had  previous  teaching  experience  in  the  town¬ 
ship  schools,  notably  as  principal  at  Blairsville, 
Pennsylvania,  having  begun  his  first  teaching  work 
in  1867.  It  was  in  1873  that  he  was  graduated  at 
Edinboro.  In  the  twelve  years  in  which  he  was  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Ligonier  schools,  he  took  charge  every 
summer  of  the  Ligonier  Normal  and  Scientific  In¬ 
stitute.  In  1889  he  relinquished  his  activities  as  a 
teacher,  and  two  years  later,  in  1891,  became  editor 
and  owner  of  the  Ligonier  “Echo,”  of  which  he  was 
the  publisher  thereafter  until  his  death,  and  of  which 
his  son,  Clarence  O.  Graham,  of  mention  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  biography,  has  since  been  the  head.  Along  with 
the  regular  business  of  newspaper  publication, 
through  which  he  made  himself  an  outstanding  use¬ 
ful  citizen,  utilizing  his  columns  for  the  promotion 
of  many  worth  while  undertakings  and  movements, 
Israel  M.  Graham  conducted  a  job  printing  branch 
in  connection  with  the  publishing  company’s  work; 
and  both  as  publisher  and  printer,  he  performed  use¬ 
ful  service. 

Mr.  Graham  early  became  interested  in  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  social  and  civic  interests,  and  affiliated 
himself  with  organizations  that  led  in  these  phases 
of  Ligonier  life.  He  was  honored  at  different  times 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  elected  him  to  represent 
them  in  public  offices  and  who  placed  a  great  amount 
of  trust  and  reliance  in  him.  For  three  terms  he 
served  as  school  director;  and  he  also  served  for 
many  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1902  and  1903 
he  was  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  the  $40,000 
school  building  in  Ligonier.  Financially  prosperous 
in  the  years  following  his  coming  to  Ligonier,  he 
acquired  extensive  property  holdings  here,  so  becom¬ 
ing  a  large  landowner.  Interested  also  in  fraternal 
life,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  was  affiliated  with  Ligonier 
Lodge  No.  964,  of  this  place;  and  his  political  align¬ 
ment  was  with  the  Republican  party.  For  about 
twenty  years  he  served  as  deacon  in  the  Lutheran 
Church;  and  he  was  also  for  man}'-  years  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  was  also  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  church,  and  active  in  its  benevolent  work, 
as  well  as  in  the  promotion  of  many  charitable  enter¬ 
prises. 

Israel  M.  Graham  married,  on  May  20,  1874,  in 
Ligonier  Township,  Maria  McKlveen,  daughter  of 
William  and  Catharine  McKlveen.  Her  father,  who 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  was  for  many  j^ears  a  farmer 
in  Ligonier  Township,  though  in  his  later  years  he 
was  retired  from  his  active  endeavors.  He  held 
many  offices,  and,  though  a  Democrat,  was  often 
elected  by  the  people  in  what  was  one  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania’s  Republican  strongholds.  His  ancestors 
came  from  Ireland,  settling  first  near  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  coming  later  to  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Graham  herself,  his  daughter,  received  her  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ligonier  Town¬ 
ship,  and  in  this  region  of  Pennsylvania  was  a  highly 
esteemed  resident.  Israel  M.  and  Maria  (McKlveen) 
Graham  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Clarence  O.,  of  further  mention  under  separate  head¬ 


ing  on  this  page.  2.  Irene,  born  October  1,  1882,  in 
Ligonier,  who  attended  the  common  schools  of  this 
city  and  the  Irwin  Female  College,  at  Mechanics- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  received  an  excellent 
musical  education. 

The  death  of  Israel  M.  Graham,  in  1921,  was  a 
cause  of  widespread  and  sincere  bereavement.  For 
few  men  had  contributed  in  so  many  ways  and  so 
generously  as  he  to  the  general  well-being  of  their 
fellow-citizens;  and  few  had  so  deserved  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  others.  His  memory  has  been,  and 
is,  a  source  of  satisfaction  and  joy  and  inspiration 
in  the  Ligonier  community,  and  an  influence  toward 
good  living  by  emulation  of  his  principles  and  deeds. 


CLARENCE  O.  GRAHAM — For  a  number  of 
years  active  in  the  management  and  publication  of 
the  Ligonier  “Echo,”  a  newspaper  that  his  father 
published  before  him  and  that  the  two  men  long 
published  together,  Clarence  O.  Graham  has  per¬ 
formed  a  most  valuable  service  in  his  community. 
He  has  been  head  of  the  newspaper  organization 
since  his  father’s  death  in  1921. 

Mr.  Graham  was  born  on  April  10,  1875,  in  Blairs¬ 
ville,  Ligonier  Township,  Westmoreland  County,  son 
of  Israel  M.  and  Maria  (McKlveen)  Graham,  and 
grandson  of  James  and  Louise  (Bitner)  Graham 
on  the  paternal  side  of  his  house  and  of  William 
and  Catharine  McKlveen  on  the  maternal.  The  fam¬ 
ilies  from  whom  he  is  descended  have  figured  prom¬ 
inently  in  this  region  of  the  Keystone  State;  and  to 
the  records  of  their  members,  Clarence  O.  Graham 
is  himself  contributing  in  an  outstanding  way.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  the  Ligonier  Classical  Institute,  and  early 
in  his  career  became  the  owner  of  a  livery  stable  in 
Ligonier,  the  place  of  his  residence.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  who  had  become  editor  and 
owner  of  the  “Echo”  in  1891,  three  years  after  it  was 
established  on  September  5,  1888,  Mr.  Graham  took 
over  control  of  the  paper,  which  he  has  continued 
since  that  time  (1921)  with  eminent  success.  The 
paper  has  a  circulation  of  1,500  copies  weekly,  and 
is  published  every  Wednesday.  Its  influence  for  good 
has  been  extensive;  and  it  has  maintained  a  con¬ 
sistently  independent  policy  in  regard  to  partisan 
affairs.  The  regular  size  of  it  is  eight  pages.  Mr. 
Graham  also  operates  the  job  printing  plant  that  his 
father  established  in  connection  with  the  “Echo”; 
and  his  labors  as  a  publisher,  a  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zen,  and  a  participant  in  civic  affairs,  have  been 
most  useful  to  those  around  him. 

Clarence  O.  Graham  married  Dora  Naugle.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Edna, 
Albert,  Mary,  and  Emma. 


WILLIAM  KYLE  REED— As  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  business  men  of  Waynesburg,  William  Kyle 
Reed  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity  and 
progress  of  his  adopted  city.  After  training  in  engi¬ 
neering,  and  practical  experience  in  his  profession  in 
many  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  Waynesburg  to  become  a  welcome 
addition  to  its  professional  and  civic  life. 

He  was  born  at  Taylorstown,  Washington  County, 
July  1 7,  1886,  the  eldest  of  two  children,  sons  of 
Samuel  W.  and  Nannie  B.  (Harsha)  Reed.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  born  at  Cross  Creek,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  in  1852,  who  died  in  1922.  His  mother 
was  also  a  native  of  Washington  County,  born  at 
Taylorstown,  in  October,  i860,  and  she  is  still  liv¬ 
ing.  After  receiving  the  usual  educational  advantages 
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of  the  town  schools,  Mr.  Reed  studied  in  a  business 
college  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  His  first  em¬ 
ployment  was  as  a  civil  engineer  with  the  City  Rail¬ 
way  Company  of  Wheeling,  and  following  this  he 
was  associated,  in  the  same  capacity,  with  the  high¬ 
way  department  of  Pennsylvania,  from  1907  to  1912, 
with  headquarters  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  For 
two  years,  from  1912  to  1914,  he  was  engaged  in 
engineering  work  with  the  Donald  McNeil  Company, 
of  Pittsburgh.  He  resigned  from  this  position  to 
engage  in  engineering  and  contracting  work  in  Greene 
County  under  his  own  name,  from  1914  to  1918.  In 
the  latter  year  he  formed  the  partnership  of  Reed 
and  Moore,  general  contractors,  with  offices  in 
Waynesburg,  and  this  firm  continued  until  1925,  when 
Mr.  Reed  purchased  Mr.  Moore’s  interest  in  the 
firm,  and  since  then  he  has  continued  to  operate  the 
business  under  his  own  name.  In  1923  he  organized 
the  firm  of  W.  K.  Reed  and  Company,  an  asphalt 
paving  company,  which  is  entirely  independent  of 
his  other  business.  They  do  a  strictly  general  con¬ 
tracting  work  and  in  normal  times  employ  on  an 
average  of  thirty  men.  He  has  also  been,  since  1925, 
a  partner  of  Jesse  L.  Ross  and  Company,  retail 
druggists  of  Waynesburg. 

Mr.  Reed  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  allegiance, 
and  a  well-known  figure  in  the  Kiwanis  Club.  He  is 
fond  of  out-door  life  and  is  a  member  of  the  Greene 
County  Country  Club.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  Lodge  No.  757,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

In  July,  1912,  William  Kyle  Reed  married  Jane 
Morris  Ross,  daughter  of  Jesse  L.  Ross  and  Mary 
C.  (Donohue)  Ross,  of  Waynesburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reed  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Mary 
Jane,  born  April  3,  1913.  2.  Samuel  Ross,  born  De¬ 
cember  1 6,  1914.  3.  John  William,  born  May  28, 
1917.  4.  Jesse  L.,  born  February  26,  1920.  5.  Charles 
Leslie,  born  October  10,  1921.  The  family  home  is 
at  No.  232  East  High  Street,  Waynesburg. 


MEYERS  B.  HORNER — The  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Professor 
Meyers  B.  Horner,  has  been  engaged  in  educational 
work  for  nearly  two  decades,  with  the  exception  of 
military  service  during  the  World  War.  Born  at 
Meyersdale,  February  6,  1893,  at  the  time  of  this 
writing  he  is  not  yet  forty  years  of  age,  but  has  a 
varied  experience  as  an  educator  combined  with  the 
technical  training  of  the  higher  institutions  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  was  elected  to  his  present  office  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  proven  ability. 

Meyers  B.  Horner  received  the  preliminaries  of 
his  education  in  the  local  grade  and  high  schools  of 
his  birthplace,  and  entered  Juniata  College  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1913  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts;  in  1926  he  received  his  Master’s 
degree  in  Arts  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
Upon  his  graduation  from  Juniata  College,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  post  of  professor  of  history  in  Daleville 
College,  remaining  from  1913  to  1915.  In  the  autumn 
of  1915  he  became  professor  of  social  studies  in  his 
alma  mater,  a  position  which  was  in  line  with  special 
research  he  had  made  and  which  promised  a  pleasant 
and  useful  future.  Then  came  the  World  War  and 
the  participation  in  it  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr. 
Horner  interrupted  his  career  to  enlist  in  the  aviation 
service  of  his  country  and  was  thus  engaged  from 
1917  to  1919. 

Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life,  Mr.  Horner  be¬ 
came  the  educator  once  more  as  the  teacher  of  his¬ 
tory  in  the  Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania,  High  School, 


remaining  for  a  year,  then  becoming  principal  of 
the  Coraopolis,  Pennsylvania,  high  school,  where  from 
1920  to  1926  he  exhibited  some  of  his  skill  as  an 
educator  and  administrator  of  school  affairs  which 
brought  him  before  the  public  attention.  In  1926  he 
was  called  to  become  the  principal  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  High  School,  and  was  eminently 
successful.  In  1930  he  was  elected  superintendent  of 
schools  for  the  city  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  a 
post  which  has  since  given  him  scope  for  the  effec¬ 
tive  use  of  his  ideas,  training  and  experience.  Meyers 
B.  Horner  is  particularly  interested  in  school  ad¬ 
ministration,  financing,  extra-curricula  activities,  and 
of  course,  history,  and  has  won  a  secure  place  for 
himself  in  the  educational  circles  of  the  State.  He 
is  a  life  member  of  the  National  Education  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  As¬ 
sociation,  having  been,  in  the  last  mentioned,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  department  of  secondary  school  prin¬ 
cipals,  in  1929.  His  college  fraternity  is  Phi  Delta 
Kappa. 


CHARLES  FREEMAN,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.— 

Thirty-seven  years  ago,  soon  after  he  had  completed 
his  own  education  and  only  a  few  years  after  he  had 
commenced  his  career  as  a  teacher,  Dr.  Freeman  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege  at  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania.  Ever  since 
then  he  has  continued  to  be  identified  with  this  well- 
known  educational  institution.  As  head  of  the  chem¬ 
istry  department,  as  dean  of  the  college  and  most 
recently  as  acting  president  he  has  served  with  dis¬ 
tinction  and  has  rendered  services  of  lasting  value  to 
the  college,  to  which  the  best  years  of  his  life  have 
been  devoted. 

Charles  Freeman  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  a  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Hampton  and 
Julia  Ann  (Wildrick)  Freeman.  His  father,  a  farmer, 
was  born  near  Blairsville,  New  Jersey,  in  1822  and 
died  in  1892.  Dr.  Freeman’s  mother  was  born  near 
Blairsville,  New  Jersey,  in  1825  and  died  in  1873. 
Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  rural 
schools  of  his  native  region,  Dr.  Freeman  then  at¬ 
tended  for  one  term  the  public  schools  at  Linesville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  that  the  preparatory  depart¬ 
ment  of  Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville.  Next  he 
became  a  student  at  Allegheny  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1891.  Allegheny  College  elected  him  to  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa.  Immediately  following  his  gradua¬ 
tion  he  taught  for  one  year  science  and  mathematics 
at  the  high  school  at  Union  City,  Pennsylvania.  The 
next  year  he  had  charge  of  the  science  department 
at  Dickinson  Seminary  at  Williamsport.  At  the  end 
of  this  period  Dr.  Freeman  went  to  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  for  one  year  pursued  post-graduate  work 
in  chemistry  at  Johns  Hopkins  University  under 
Remsen  and  Renouf.  In  the  fall  of  1894  Dr.  Free¬ 
man  became  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  West¬ 
minster  College,  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County, 
with  which  college  he  has  continued  to  be  connected 
ever  since  then.  For  the  entire  period  of  thirty- 
seven  years  elapsed  since  then  he  has  been  the  head 
of  the  chemistry  department  of  Westminster  College, 
which  has  enjoyed  steady  growth  under  his  very 
able  and  progressive  direction.  Twice  during  this 
period  Dr.  Freeman  attended  the  summer  school  of 
the  University  of  Chicago,  studying  there  under 
Stieglitz  and  McCoy.  In  1906  Dr.  Freeman  was  ap¬ 
pointed  dean  of  the  college,  retaining,  however,  at 
the  same  time  his  position  as  head  of  the  chemistry 
department,  and  ever  since  then  he  has  continued  to 


i 


PENNSYLVANIA 


153 


serve  in  both  of  these  capacities.  During  the  col¬ 
lege  year  of  1915-16  he  served  as  acting  president 
of  the  college  and  he  was  again  appointed  to  this 
position  by  the  board  of  trustees  in  1931.  This  last 
appointment  came  to  him  at  a  critical  period  in  the 
history  of  Westminster  College.  Chosen  by  the  board 
of  trustees  to  tide  the  college  over  this  difficult  pe¬ 
riod,  Dr.  Freeman  has  succeeded  fully,  his  success 
being  the  result  of  his  great  executive  ability  and  of 
his  equally  great  popularity  with  the  student  body 
as  well  as  with  his  colleagues  on  the  faculty  and  with 
the  alumni.  In  1894  Dr.  Freeman  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege  and  in  1929  Westminster  College  conferred  on 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  He  is 
a  Fellow  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Science  and  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Chemical  Society.  For  many  years  he  has  also 
been  very  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  being  a  member 
of  the  Lodge  of  the  Craft,  No.  433,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  at  New  Castle,  as  well  as  of  the 
various  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including 
New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  of  which  latter  he  is  a  charter  member.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity. 

Dr.  Freeman  married,  July  12,  1911,  Mary  Nevada 
Miller,  of  Sante  Fe,  New  Mexico,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
J.  A.  Miller,  a  well-known  physician,  and  Laura 
(Hamilton)  Miller.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  have  no 
children. 

Westminster  College,  with  which  Dr.  Freeman’s 
career  has  been  so  prominently  identified  for  almost 
four  decades,  was  chartered  in  April,  1852,  holding 
its  first  college  session  on  April  20th  of  that  year 
and  conferring  a  degree  on  its  first  graduate  in  1854. 
Its  original  corporate  name  was  Westminster  Col¬ 
legiate  Institute,  until  by  amendment  of  the  charter 
in  1897  it  was  changed  to  Westminster  College.  The 
board  of  trustees  was  originally  appointed  by  the 
Presbyteries  of  Ohio  and  Shenango  belonging  to  the 
Associate  Synod.  When  the  Associate  Church,  by 
union  with  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  con¬ 
stituted  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  1858,  the 
college  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  First  Synod 
of  the  West,  and  later  under  the  joint  control  of  the 
same  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1913 
charter  changes  were  secured  permitting  the  Synod 
of  New  York  to  share  in  the  corporate  control  of 
the  institution.  The  present  board  of  trustees  was 
elected  by  the  three  synods,  the  eight  board  selections 
and  the  eight  alumni  selections  being  confirmed  by 
the.  synods.  The  board  of  trustees,  each  member  of 
which  is  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years,  represents 
a  wide  area  of  influence  and  a  safe  division  of  cor¬ 
porate  control.  The  college  is  incorporated  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  with  full  university  powers, 
opportunity  being  thus  offered  for  all  extensions  of 
courses  into  university  lines  that  may  be  rendered 
desirable  by  future  growth.  The  academic  standing 
of  the  college  is  indicated  by  membership  on  the 
approved  list  of  the  Association  of  American  Uni¬ 
versities  and  on  the  list  of  approved  colleges  as 
adopted  and  published  by  the  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Preparatory  Schools  of  the  Middle  States  and 
Maryland.  The  college  is  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Association  of  University  Women.  West¬ 
minster  College  is  located  in  New  Wilmington,  Law¬ 
rence  County,  on  the  Sharpsville  branch  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Lines,  nine  miles  north  of  New  Castle  and 
about  sixty  miles  north  of  Pittsburgh.  The  college 


town  overlooks  one  of  the  most  beautiful  valleys 
of  the  State  and  is  favored  by  healthful  climate,  pure 
water,  and  natural  gas.  Through  train  service  be¬ 
tween  Pittsburgh,  New  Castle,  Oil  City,  and  Buf¬ 
falo,  makes  access  easy  from  all  directions.  A  con¬ 
crete  State  highway  through  New  Wilmington,  with 
frequent  auto  bus  service  north  and  south  between 
Sharon  and  New  Castle,  contributes  to  the  con¬ 
venience  of  travel.  The  complete  absence  of  the 
demoralizing  influences  which  characterize  many  of 
our  larger  cities  makes  New  Wilmington  a  most 
desirable  location  for  college  work.  The  invested 
endowment  of  the  college  is  now  about  $850,000. 

Westminster  College  has  had  so  far  seven  pres¬ 
idents  and  one  acting  president:  1853-67,  Rev.  James 
Patterson,  D.  D.;  1868-71,  Rev.  Robert  Audley 
Browne,  D.  D.;  1872-83,  Rev.  E.  Tupper  Jeffries, 
D.  D.;  1883-84,  Rev.  J.  K.  McClurkin,  D.  D.;  1884- 
1906,  Rev.  Robert  Gracey  Ferguson,  D.  D.;  1906-15, 
Rev.  Robert  McWatty  Russell,  D.  D.;  1916-31,  Rev. 
W.  Charles  Wallace,  D.  D.;  and  Charles  Freeman, 
Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  acting  president  since  1931. 


HON.  FRANK  MANLEY  KNAPP— A  native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Warren  County,  the  late 
Hon.  Frank  Manley  Knapp  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  outstanding  figures  in  financial,  business  and 
public  affairs  in  the  city  and  county  of  Warren.  By 
profession  a  lawyer,  he  devoted  the  greater  part  of 
his  long  and  useful  life  not  so  much  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession,  but  rather  to  business  and  civic 
affairs.  Exceptionally  able,  he  met  with  marked 
success  and  through  his  extensive  activities  he  did 
much  to  further  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  his 
native  region.  To  the  fullest  extent  possible  he  pos¬ 
sessed  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  who  frequently  honored  him  by  elec¬ 
tion  to  important  positions  of  trust  and  responsibil¬ 
ity,  which  he  invariably  filled  with  characteristic 
efficiency,  ability  and  conscientiousness. 

Frank  Manley  Knapp  was  born  at  Lander,  War¬ 
ren  County,  June  29,  1851,  a  son  of  Thomas  Man- 
ley  and  Lorinda  (Brown)  Knapp.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  then  at¬ 
tended  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School  and 
Jamestown  Institute.  During  1868-74  he  taught  in 
the  graded  country  schools  during  the  winter,  devot¬ 
ing  the  balance  of  the  year  to  assisting  his  father  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  During  1873-75 
Mr.  Knapp  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Johnson  and 
Lindsey  and  in  the  spring  of  1875  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Warren  County  bar.  Three  years  later,  in 
1878,  he  entered  actively  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  continued  with  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  success  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  was 
elected  county  treasurer  of  Warren  County,  which 
office  he  filled  very  capably  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  period,  in  1883,  Mr.  Knapp  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  and  in  oil  production,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  these  ventures  until  1897.  In  that  year  he 
was  elected  prothonotary  of  Warren  County,  serv¬ 
ing  in  that  office  until  January,  1904.  During  this 
period  Mr.  Knapp  organized  the  Warren  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  became  the  first  president.  He 
was  also  extensively  and  actively  interested  in  many 
other  different  enterprises  and  was  associated  with 
the  following  concerns:  Warren  Table  Works,  of 
which  he  was  treasurer;  Allegheny  Foundry  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  was  secretary;  Jacobson  Ma¬ 
chine  Manufacturing  Company,  the  Binghamton  Ice 
Cream  Company  and  the  Abbott  Motor  Company 
of  Detroit,  of  all  of  which  he  was  president;  Colum- 
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bia  Carbon  Company  and  Federal  Carbon  Company, 
of  which  he  was  vice-president;  American  Carbon 
Company,  Southern  Carbon  Company,  Western  Car¬ 
bon  Company,  Rock  Run  Carbon  Company,  Ebony 
Carbon  Company  and  Western  Carbon  Company, 
all  with  offices  in  Warren,  of  which  he  was  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Besides  in  the  public  offices  mentioned 
already,  Mr.  Knapp  also  served  in  several  other 
important  offices.  He  was  especially  active  in  the 
cause  of  education,  serving  nine  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Warren  School  Board.  He  was  also  for  five 
years  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Warren  and  for  three 
years  a  member  of  the  city  council.  In  politics  Mr. 
Knapp  was  always  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  and  during  1878-88  he  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  of  War¬ 
ren  County.  In  1910  he  was  elected  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Senate,  where  he  proved  himself  an 
exceptionally  capable  and  effective  legislator.  As  a 
young  man  Mr.  Knapp  became  affiliated  with  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  becoming  a  charter 
member  of  Company  I,  16th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
State  Militia,  at  Warren  in  1879.  He  served  until 
1887,  resigning  in  that  year  with  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant.  For  many  years  prominently  active  in 
Masonic  affairs,  he  was  a  member  of  the  various 
Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second 
degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  was  a 
Past  Master  and  secretary  of  North  Star  Lodge, 
No.  241,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  Past 
Commander  and  secretary  of  Warren  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  He  was  also  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  339,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
which  he  was  a  Past  Noble  Grand,  and  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  of  which  he  was  a  Past 
Commander.  Other  organizations,  in  which  he  main¬ 
tained  membership,  included  the  Warren  Outing 
Club,  the  Conewango  Valley  Country  Club,  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  the  Arcada  Club  of  Oil  City,  and 
several  others.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Warren,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee  for  many  years 
and  in  the  work  of  which  he  always  took  an  active 
and  helpful  interest. 

Mr.  Knapp  married  (first),  at  Titusville,  October 
1,  1875,  Lina  Kerr,  who  died  July  2,  1876.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  February  5,  1879,  Rosamond  Ens- 
worth,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Lydia  Ensworth, 
of  Warren.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  Roscoe  E.,  who  was  born  November  30,  1883,  and 
who  died  November  27,  1900.  2.  Lucile  K.,  born 
May  22,  1889.  3.  Byron  W.,  born  October  11,  1899. 

At  his  home  in  Warren,  No.  1  Second  Avenue, 
Frank  Manley  Knapp  died  after  an  illness  of  several 
months  on  August  19,  1928.  Funeral  services  for  Mr. 
Knapp  were  held  at  his  late  residence  and  were 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Greer,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Warren.  At 
their  conclusion  Mr.  Knapp  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak¬ 
land  Cemetery,  the  final  rites  at  the  grave  being  in 
charge  of  Warren  Commandery,  Knights  Templar. 

Though  Mr.  Knapp’s  death  in  his  seventy-eighth 
year  had  to  be  considered  the  natural  conclusion  of 
an  unusually  long  and  active  life,  it  nevertheless 
came  as  a  distinct  shock  to  his  many  friends  and, 
indeed,  to  the  entire  community.  It  caused  wide¬ 
spread  and  sincere  regret  wherever  he  was  known. 
His  unselfish  devotion  to  the  public  interests,  his 
sterling  character  and  his  many  fine  qualities  of  the 
mind  and  the  heart  had  gained  him  innumerable 
friends  and  admirers,  and  his  passing  away  was  gen¬ 


erally  regarded  as  an  irreparable  loss.  His  memory 
will  long  be  cherished  and  his  name  will  always 
occupy  an  honored  place  in  the  annals  of  Warren, 
which  owes  much  to  his  public  spirit,  his  vision  and 
his  enterprise. 


HAROLD  MONROE  HANMER— An  active 
member  of  the  Waynesburg  bar,  Harold  Monroe 
Hanmer  occupies  a  position  of  prominence  in  the 
life  of  this  section,  both  professionally  and  in  various 
aspects  of  public  life.  He  was  born  at  Cumberland, 
Maryland,  on  December  22,  1896,  a  son  of  Harry  T. 
and  Mary  (Fonner)  Hanmer.  His  father,  a  sales¬ 
man,  was  born  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1859 
and  died  in  November,  1930.  The  mother,  who  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  is  still  living. 

Harold  Monroe  Hanmer  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Oak  Park  and  Waynesburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  attended  high  school  at  Omaha',  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  subsequently  entered  Waynesburg  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1918  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  In  the  following  year  he 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  with  the  same  de¬ 
gree.  Later,  having  decided  upon  a  legal  career,  he 
entered  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  upon  the  completion  of  the  required  course  in 

1927.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  at  Waynesburg  under  his  own  name.  Mr.  Han¬ 
mer  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court  in  1927,  the  Superior  Court  in  1930 
and  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  in 

1928.  Though  meeting  the  usual  difficulties  of  the 
young  practitioner,  he  quickly  won  the  confidence  of 
this  community  and  in  a  short  time  built  up  a  large 
practice.  Mr.  Hanmer’s  services  have  been  retained 
by  many  important  interests.  In  addition  to  other 
connections,  he  is  counsel  for  the  receiver  of  the 
Peoples  Bank  of  Greensboro  and  a  representative 
of  the  State  Department  of  Justice.  He  is  also  chair¬ 
man  of  the  unemployment  committee  of  Greene 
County.  Mr.  Hanmer  has  been  no  less  active  in 
public  life.  A  strong  Republican,  he  has  supported 
the  progressive  wing  of  that  party,  and  is  now  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Pinchot  organization  in  Greene  County. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  the  Yale  Alumni  Association  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  of  other  local  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Delta  Sigma  Phi 
and  Phi  Alpha  Delta  fraternities  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Bar  Association,  and,  in  religion,  wor¬ 
ships  in  the  Methodist  faith,  being  a  member  of  the 
official  board  of  the  Waynesburg  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  Mr.  Hanmer  is  unmarried.  Plis  services 
in  the  public  interest  have  brought  him  wide  recogni¬ 
tion  as  a  man  of  enlightened  public  spirit  and  have 
earned  him  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


BARTON  ERWIN  RICHARDS— In  the  repor- 

torial  department  of  the  profession  of  journalism, 
Barton  E.  Richards  has  been  contributing  to  the 
columns  of  the  “New  Castle  News,”  at  New  Castle, 
for  upward  of  a  decade,  and  is  esteemed  a  valued 
member  of  the  editorial  staff.  He  is  serving  his  third 
term  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Lawrence 
County.  During  the  World  War  he  was  in  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  secretarial  work  at  a 
United  States  army  cantonment.  He  is  one  of  New 
Castle’s  progressive  citizens,  and  is  making  his  jour¬ 
nalistic  and  legislative  activities  serve  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  constituents. 
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Barton  Erwin  Richards  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
February  6,  1893,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Lewis)  Richards.  The  former  a  native  of  Tradaega, 
South  Wales,  born  in  1864,  was  a  tinplate  worker 
and  died  in  1912  in  the  United  States;  the  latter,  born 
at  Stockton-on-Tees,  England,  in  1866,  survived  her 
husband  at  his  death.  The  son  Barton  attended  the 
public  schools  of  New  Castle  and  took  extension 
courses,  by  which  he  completed  his  education.  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Company  and  did  various  lines  of  clerical  work 
for  seven  and  one-half  years  at  New  Castle.  When 
the  United  States  joined  in  the  World  War,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  assignment  as  secretary  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Camp  Hancock, 
Georgia.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  New  Castle 
and  did  similar  work  for  the  association  there  for 
some  fifteen  months. 

His  reportorial  service  for  the  “New  Castle 
News,”  a  daily  newspaper,  began  in  1920,  and  this 
connection  he  has  since  maintained.  A  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  has  done  a  great  amount 
of  work  for  his  organization  in  New  Castle  and 
Lawrence  County.  It  was  in  1926  that  he  first  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  so  satisfactory 
was  his  record,  he  was  given  reelections  in  1928  and 
1930.  His  fraternal  affiliations  include  the  American 
Legion;  Tau  Gamma  Delta  (national  journalistic 
fraternity);  Lodge  of  the  Craft,  No.  433,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  New  Castle;  and  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New 
Castle,  and  holds  a  seat  on  its  official  board. 

Mr.  Richards  married,  June  27,  1931,  Elizabeth 
Ann  Weingartner,  the  daughter  of  Senator  George 
T.  and  Anna  (Hazen)  Weingartner,  her  father  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  upper  body  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature. 


CHARLES  D.  BYERS — In  the  industry  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  production  of  electrical  equipment 
and  other  devices,  Charles  D.  Byers,  works  manager 
of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing 
Company  at  its  Derry  (Pennsylvania)  plant,  has  ar¬ 
rived  at  this  position  through  personal  merits  in 
which  hard  work,  close  application  and  a  wholesome 
ambition  were  among  the  elementary  causes.  His 
identification  with  this  great  corporation  for  upward 
of  thirty  years  has  been  a  contingent  factor  in  its 
success,  while  his  personal  interests,  too,  have  been 
advanced.  Incidentally,  he  is  one  of  Derry’s  most 
progressive  citizens,  aiding  the  popular  cause  for 
local  civic  advance. 

Charles  D.  Byers  was  born  at  Turtle  Creek,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  December  27,  1885,  and  is  one  of  the  three 
surviving  children  of  a  family  of  five  of  David  F. 
and  Elizabeth  (Sheppard)  Byers.  The  former,  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  County,  is  a  farmer,  and 
the  latter,  born  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  died  in  1898. 
The  son  Charles  D.  attended  the  public  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  Turtle  Creek  in 
1902.  His  mind  tending  definitely  toward  mechanical 
affairs,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  soon  after 
leaving  high  school,  and  was  put  to  work  in  the 
manufacturing  department  of  the  East  Pittsburgh 
plant.  Here  he  learned  thoroughly  the  processes  of 
every  task  assigned  him.  During  the  fifteen  years 
that  he  was  connected  with  that  plant  he  rose  through 
grade  after  grade  until  he  reached  a  position  in  the 
office,  finally  winning  promotion  to  assistant  super¬ 


intendent  of  the  power  division  in  charge  of  produc¬ 
tion. 

The  year  1917  found  him  still  further  advanced, 
for  it  was  in  that  year  that  he  was  sent  to  Derry 
to  be  assistant  general  manager  of  the  local  West¬ 
inghouse  plant.  He  continued  to  merit  the  favor  of 
his  superiors  by  his  intelligent  conduct  of  the  posi¬ 
tion.  It  was  in  1927  that  he  was  advanced  to  the 
office  of  works  manager  of  the  Westinghouse  plant 
at  Derry,  and  here  he  has  since  rendered  a  service 
that  is  at  once  gratifying  to  the  company  and  also 
of  importance  as  enhancing  the  success  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  itself. 

A  share  in  the  civic  pride  of  Derry  has  led  Mr. 
Byers  long  since  to  interest  himself  actively  in  the 
various  affairs  of  the  community.  He  is  a  staunch 
and  helpful  member  of  the  local  Republican  organ¬ 
ization.  He  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Derry.  He  is  affiliated  with  Valley  Lodge,  No. 
613,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Latrobe  Coun¬ 
try  Club;  and  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Many  good 
works,  religious  and  secular,  have  in  him  a  warm 
and  generous  friend.  He  is  much  given  to  taking 
recreation  in  the  open,  and  is  fond  of  many  of  the 
manly  outdoor  sports. 

Charles  D.  Byers  married,  in  1921,  Anna  Miller, 
the  daughter  of  H.  M.  and  Anna  (Smith)  Miller, 
of  Derry.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Barbara  Ruth  Byers,  born  December  8,  1925. 


HON.  ROBERT  LAWRENCE  HILDEBRAND 

— As  a  lawyer  and  a  public  servant  in  different 
offices  of  importance,  including  that  of  county  judge 
of  Lawrence  County,  in  which  he  is  serving  at  pres¬ 
ent,  the  Hon.  Robert  Lawrence  Hildebrand  has  ren¬ 
dered  valuable  service  to  his  State. 

A  resident  of  New  Castle,  Lawrence  County, 
where  he  was  born  on  June  17,  1879,  he  is  here 
esteemed  and  respected  by  his  associates  and  his  fel- 
lowmen.  His  father,  Solomon  Hildebrand,  was  born 
at  Wiirttemberg,  also  in  Lawrence  County,  on  Au¬ 
gust  19,  1841,  and  died  on  December  28,  1916;  he 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  he  married  Susan  Mc¬ 
Farland,  a  native  of  Scott  Township,  where  she  was 
born  June  22,  1845.  Mrs.  Hildebrand  died  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1930.  They  had  three  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living. 

The  man  whose  name  heads  this  review,  one  of 
these  three  children,  R.  Lawrence  Hildebrand,  at¬ 
tended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  New  Castle, 
and  finished  his  high  school  course  in  1898.  He  then 
studied  at  Grove  City  College,  where  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1903  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  acquired  his  college  education  with  some  diffi¬ 
culty;  for  he  attended  classes  only  during  the  spring 
and  summer  seasons  for  a  period  of  three  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  taught  school  in  the  winters.  In  his 
senior  year,  he  remained  at  college  on  a  full-time 
basis.  From  1903  to  1908  he  taught  school:  two  years 
at  Enon  Valley  High  School;  one  year  at  Parkers 
Landing,  Armstrong  County,  where  he  was  school 
principal;  and  two  years  in  the  New  Castle  High 
School. 

Determining  to  take  up  the  practice  of  law  as 
soon  as  he  could  acquire  the  necessary  training,  Mr. 
Hildebrand  then  began  to  read  law  with  Judge  W. 
E.  Porter,  later  studying  also  in  the  office  of  C.  H. 
Akens,  In  July,  1909,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
whereupon  he  became  engaged  in  practice  in  New 
Castle.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  continuously 
engaged  in  independent  legal  work,  never  having 
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been  associated  with  other  lawyers  in  his  profes¬ 
sional  endeavors. 

Though  successful  in  his  law  practice,  he  is  a  man 
whose  breadth  of  outlook  and  vision  would  not 
permit  him  to  confine  his  activities  to  a  single  field; 
and  so  it  was  that  he  extended  his  interests  into 
political,  civic  and  social  life,  with  the  affairs  of 
which  he  is  deeply  concerned  today.  A  Democrat 
in  his  party  leanings,  he  has  consistently  supported 
the  principles  and  policies  of  this  political  organiza¬ 
tion.  From  1922  to  1926  he  served  as  district  at¬ 
torney  of  Lawrence  County;  and,  after  completing 
his  work  in  that  capacity,  he  was  elected  judge  of 
Lawrence  County,  to  serve  for  a  period  of  fen  years. 
He  is  still  active  in  his  position  on  the  bench;  and  his 
reputation  is  justly  one  for  fairness  and  integrity  in 
all  his  dealings. 

In  fraternal  circles  he  has  important  connections, 
being  affiliated  with  Mahoning  Lodge,  No.  243,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master, 
and  with  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  of  whose  efforts  for  civic  betterment  he  has 
been  a  staunch  advocate;  and,  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  of  New  Castle,  he  has  for  many  years  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Another  posi¬ 
tion  that  he  filled  some  years  ago,  was  that  of  super¬ 
visor  of  the  census  for  the  Twenty-sixth  Congres¬ 
sional  District  in  1920.  In  all  his  work  and  in  his 
various  affiliations,  he  has  regularly  devoted  himself 
to  lofty  principles  and  ideals  and,  never  happier 
than  when  serving  his  fellow-citizens  in  some  useful 
way,  he  gives  his  full  attention  and  energies  to  any 
project  or  movement  designed  to  improve  conditions 
of  one  sort  or  another  in  New  Castle,  Lawrence 
County,  and  the  State  at  large. 

R.  Lawrence  Hildebrand  married,  on  August  24, 
1911,  Olive  Studebaker,  of  Worth  Township,  Butler 
County,  daughter  of  William  M.  and  Margaret 
(Hunt)  Studebaker.  To  this  marriage  there  were 
born  four  children:  1.  Merle  H.,  born  on  March 
30,  1914.  2.  Ruth  L.,  born  on  November  17,  1915. 
3.  Marjorie  M.,  born  October  6,  1918.  4.  Marian 
O.,  born  May  7,  1921. 


THOMAS  MOORHEAD  WHITEMAN  — By 

profession  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Whiteman  has  devoted  so 
far  practically  his  entire  career  to  journalistic  work 
rather  than  to  the  practice  of  law.  A  co-founder  of 
the  “Latrobe  Bulletin,”  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  management  of  this  well-known  and  success¬ 
ful  daily  newspaper  for  the  last  three  decades.  The 
success,  with  which  the  “Bulletin”  has  met,  must 
largely  be  attributed  to  Mr.  Whiteman,  who  pos¬ 
sesses  exceptional  business  and  executive  ability.  A 
native  and  lifelong  resident  of  Latrobe  he  has  always 
taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  this  town’s  progress 
and  welfare  and  for  many  years  has  been  effectively 
active  in  community  affairs. 

Thomas  Moorhead  Whiteman  was  born  at  La¬ 
trobe,  Westmoreland  County,  March  12,  1877,  a  son 
of  G.  B.  and  Effie  (Moorhead)  Whiteman.  His 
father,  who  was  a  shoe  manufacturer,  was  a  native 
of  Richfield  Springs,  New  York,  and  died  in  1890. 
Mr.  Whiteman’s  mother  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  1902.  Having 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  Mr.  Whiteman,  after  graduating 
from  the  local  high  school,  entered  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege  at  Carlisle,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1899.  He 
then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  law  school  of 


Columbia  University  in  New  York  City,  graduating 
from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  in  1901.  The  following  year,  1902,  together 
with  W.  J.  Metzger,  he  founded  the  “Latrobe  Bul¬ 
letin.”  This  daily  newspaper  originally  had  only  a 
circulation  of  about  1,200  and,  when  it  was  first 
published,  consisted  of  from  six  to  eight  pages  of 
six  columns.  It  is  now  the  second  largest  daily  news¬ 
paper  in  Westmoreland  County  and  has  a  circula¬ 
tion  of  over  5,000,  consisting  usually  of  eight  pages 
and  frequently  of  as  many  as  twelve,  printed  in  seven 
columns.  At  the  time  of  its  foundation  it  was  located 
on  Main  Street,  but  in  1906  a  new  building  was 
erected  on  Ligonier  Street,  Latrobe,  in  which  it  has 
continued  to  maintain  its  headquarters  and  printing 
plant  since  then.  Mr.  Whiteman  is  president  of  the 
Latrobe  Publishing  and  Printing  Company,  which 
owns  and  publishes  the  “Latrobe  Bulletin,”  and 
which  carries  on  a  successful  printing  business.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Latrobe  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  during  1919-24  he  served  very  effectively  as  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature. 
While  attending  college  he  became  a  member  of  Phi 
Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity  and  also  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  elected  to  the  honorary  scholastic  society 
of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Latrobe  Rotary  Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  trustee  and  in  the  work  of  which  he  has  long 
taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest. 

Mr.  Whiteman  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
at  Latrobe,  where  his  business  offices  are  also  located. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  CONWAY  —  Editor  and 
part  owner  of  the  “New  Wilmington  Globe,”  pub¬ 
lished  at  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County,  Wil¬ 
liam  James  Conway  has  devoted  his  entire  active 
career  to  newspaper  and  printing  work.  He  has  been 
a  resident  of  New  Wilmington  since  1903. 

Mr.  Conway  was  born  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  July 
28,  1861,  a  son  of  William  B.  and  Leonora  H.  (Smith) 
Conway.  His  father,  an  iron  worker,  was  born  in 
Pontipool,  Wales,  in  1833,  and  died  in  1896.  The 
mother,  who  died  in  1870,  was  a  native  of  England. 

William  James  Conway  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  Indianapolis,  In¬ 
diana,  attending  both  grammar  school  and  high 
school.  On  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  learned 
the  printing  business  and  was  engaged  in  this  work 
at  Niles,  Ohio,  where  he  also  published  the  “Niles 
Independent”  for  several  years.  Coming  to  New 
Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  in  1903,  Mr.  Conway 
owned  and  operated  a  job  printing  business  here 
under  the  name  of  W.  J.  Conway  and  Sons,  continu¬ 
ing  this  enterprise  successfully  until  he  took  charge 
of  the  “New  Wilmington  Globe,”  of  which  he  has 
since  continued  as  editor.  This  paper  is  published 
by  the  Globe  Printing  Company,  and  its  owners,  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Conway  are:  Dr.  W.  A.  Clark,  Jr., 
H.  T.  Getty,  C.  B.  White,  William  McLaughry, 
Fred  Williamson,  W.  W.  Campbell,  Robert  Totten, 
trustee  for  the  New  Wilmington  Water  Company, 
and  the  First  National  Bank,  all  of  New  Wilming¬ 
ton;  and  J.  W.  Hartwell  of  New  Castle,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  “Globe”  was  established  in  1881  by  J. 
A.  Lininger  and  Company  who  published  it  for  about 
fifteen  years.  After  changing  hands  several  times,  it 
was  acquired  by  J.  J.  Ashenhurst,  who  ran  it  until 
about  1911  when  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  McKnight.  The 
Globe  Printing  Company,  the  present  publishers,  ac- 


PENNSYLVANIA 


157 


quired  it  from  him  in  1914.  The  “New  Wilmington 
Globe”  is  published  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 
and  has  at  present  a  circulation  of  eight  hundred.  It 
is  independent  in  politics,  constructive  in  its  policies, 
and  exercises  a  considerable  influence  in  this  commu¬ 
nity  and  section.  Mr.  Conway,  as  editor,  has  guided 
the  policies  of  the  paper  successfully,  and  its  present 
sound  standing  and  position  are  tributes  to  his  edi¬ 
torial  management  and  executive  direction  of  its 
affairs. 

Mr.  Conway,  personally,  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  local  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  All  civic  and  benevolent  enter¬ 
prises  of  merit  have  received  his  support,  and  he  is 
known  to  the  people  of  New  Wilmington  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive  and  public-spirited  citizen. 

In  1881,  William  James  Conway  married  (first) 
Anna  Sidels,  of  Warren,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Sidels.  She  died  in  1919,  and  in  1921  Mr.  Conway 
married  (second)  Mrs.  Anna  McDonald  of  Sewick- 
ley,  Pennsylvania.  Five  children  were  born  of  the 
first  marriage:  1.  Stella  A.,  now  Mrs.  Stella  A.  Had¬ 
den  of  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  2.  George  W.,  editor 
of  the  “News,”  at  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Les¬ 
ter  H.,  superintendent  of  schools  at  Sewickley,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  4.  Leonora  H.,  now  Mrs.  Leonora  H. 
Jacques  of  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  5.  Roy  F.,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Union  Townships  schools  in  Law¬ 
rence  County. 


SAMUEL  VAUX  BORDER— One  of  the  most 
potent  forces  making  for  the  development  of  Clear¬ 
field,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  dur¬ 
ing  much  of  his  mature  life,  Samuel  V.  Border,  as 
journalist,  editor,  and  private  citizen,  played  a  role 
in  civic,  social  and  humanitarian  affairs  which  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten.  He  came  to  the  city  as  a 
young  man,  bought  a  newspaper  of  little  impor¬ 
tance,  and  set  out  to  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  people  of  the  county,  their  needs  and  desires. 
He  was  no  inexperienced  tyro  and  had  little  expecta¬ 
tion  of  setting  the  world  on  fire,  but  he  knew  hu¬ 
manity,  had  the  gift  of  friendship,  could  write  inter¬ 
estingly  what  he  had  to  say,  and  he  made  good.  Few 
men  of  Clearfield  had  a  wider  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances;  few  had  a  keener  realization  of  what 
the  community  needed  to  make  it  better  and  the  city 
a  more  desirable  place  in  which  to  live.  There  was 
vision  and  faith  behind  his  works,  and  few  citizens 
contributed  more  greatly  to  the  expansion  and  bet¬ 
terment  of  his  adopted  home  place. 

He  was  born  at  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  July  22, 
1871,  and  while  still  a  small  boy  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Harrisburg  where  he  grew  up  and  was 
educated  in  its  schools.  He  always  had  a  flair  for 
journalism  and  had  hardly  graduated  into  long  trou¬ 
sers  before  getting  his  first  job  with  a  newspaper, 
the  “Harrisburg  Patriot.”  He  was  a  bit  of  every¬ 
thing  from  printer’s  devil  to  compositor,  but  found 
his  forte  in  reporting.  Later  he  worked  for  the 
“Williamsport  Sun”  and  the  “Williamsport  Grit,” 
in  both  cases  starting  as  a  reporter  and  working  his 
way  up  to  editorial  positions. 

In  1907  Mr.  Border  came  to  Clearfield,  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  “Herald-Times  Monitor”  from  Bion  But¬ 
ler.  It  was  a  daily  news  sheet,  published  in  the 
basement  of  the  Johnson  Building  on  Cherry  Street, 
and  was  having  no  easy  time  to  maintain  a  bare 
existence.  Mr.  Border  made  a  great  job  of  re¬ 
juvenating  it,  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  and  of  his 
body  sometimes,  lifting  it  to  rank  among  the  out¬ 
standing  dailies  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  In 


1913,  the  Progressive  Publishing  Company  was 
formed,  and  its  good  offer  for  the  “Herald-Times 
Monitor”  was  accepted,  and  both  plant  and  paper 
was  changed,  the  latter  becoming  the  “Clearfield 
Progress,”  so  well  known  today.  Mr.  Border  evi¬ 
dently  had  vague  ideas  at  that  time  of  retiring  from 
journalism  to  take  up  some  other  vocation.  But  once 
a  journalist  always  a  journalist,  and  in  1916  he  bought 
a  half  interest  in  the  “Raftsman  Journal”  from  M. 
L.  McQuown,  and  in  partnership  the  two  ran  it 
successfully  for  ten  years,  at  which  time  Mr.  Border 
purchased  the  shares  owned  by  Mr.  McQuown,  and 
as  proprietor  and  manager  controlled  the  destinies 
of  the  “Journal”  for  another  three  years  before  sell¬ 
ing  out  to  the  present  owners.  Mr.  Border  spent  a 
few  weeks  congratulating  himself  that  he  was  free 
from  the  exactions  and  never-ending  labors  of  jour¬ 
nalism,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  back  in 
the  game  once  more,  but  this  time  only  as  the  cor¬ 
respondent  for  the  “Williamsport  Grit”  of  his  youth, 
and  for  several  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  papers. 

Mr.  Border  always  knew  how  to  get  the  most  out 
of  life,  either  in  business,  in  pleasure,  with  brain 
or  physique.  He  was  famous  as  a  musician,  one  of 
the  outstanding  vocalists  of  central  Pennsylvania. 
As  a  young  man  he  sang  roles  in  amateur  perform¬ 
ances  in  light  opera  and  was  a  soloist  in  concerts. 
Several  of  the  churches  of  Williamsport  and  Har¬ 
risburg  recall  him  with  admiration  for  his  connection 
with  their  choirs.  Unfortunately  the  pressure  of 
work  as  owner  and  editor  of  the  “Herald”  in  Clear¬ 
field  compelled  the  giving  up  of  what  was  of  great 
pleasure  to  himself  and  others.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Clearfield  Presbyterian  Church,  and  fraternally, 
he  was  affiliated  with  the  Williamsport  Lodge,  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Curwensville 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  and  the  Danville  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Of  his 
many  and  important  services  to  his  community,  men¬ 
tion  has  been  made.  His  death,  on  January  12,  1930, 
deprived  Clearfield  of  one  of  its  leading  and  best 
beloved  citizens,  and  that  inner  circle  of  wife,  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  mourned  the  loss  of  one  who  was 
irreplaceable.  When  the  permanent  annals  of  Clear¬ 
field  are  written,  the  name  and  deeds  of  Samuel  Vaux 
Border  will  be  found  graved  large  upon  many  of  its 
pages. 

Mr.  Border  was  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mae 
(Rogers)  Border,  and  by  a  brother  and  sister. 


LESLIE  PHILLIP  ARNER— There  have  been 
few  citizens  of  Rimersburg,  Clarion  County,  who 
have  taken  so  active  and  important  a  part  in  county 
and  State  politics  as  Leslie  Phillip  Arner,  nor  one 
held  in  higher  esteem  than  he  throughout  his  long 
and  useful  life.  Mr.  Arner  was  a  native  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  South  Carolina,  born  September  5,  1854.  With 
his  family  he  removed  to  Rimersburg  when  he  was 
only  four  years  old,  and  for  the  rest  of  his  life  he 
was  a  citizen  of  this  place.  Mr.  Arner  was  educated 
ir.  the  local  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
Clarion  Collegiate  Institute.  School  days  over,  he 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  a  mercantile 
business,  of  which  he  later  became  manager.  In  1890, 
as  a  partner  of  his  brother,  John  W.  Arner,  he  took 
over  the  business  which  his  father  had  established 
when  Rimersburg  was  little  more  than  a  cross-roads 
settlement.  This  partnership  was  continued  until 
1918,  when  the  failing  health  of  the  senior  partner 
forced  his  retirement,  and  shortly  after  the  business 
was  sold. 

Leslie  P.  Arner  was  interested  in  politics  even 
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before  he  was  old  enough  to  cast  his  first  vote. 
Throughout  all  his  life  he  was  a  strict  party  man, 
dependable  and  active  in  county  and  State  affairs. 
In  1886  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Rimersburg, 
and  reappointed  in  1893.  In  1890,  Mr.  Arner  was 
elected  county  auditor.  In  1902,  he  was  sent  to  the 
Assembly,  and  in  the  session  of  1903  was  a  member 
of  the  committees  on  judiciary  local,  legislative  ap¬ 
portionment,  library  and  accounts.  How  much  his 
efforts  to  serve  his  constituency  and  State  were 
appreciated  are  indicated  in  a  letter  sent  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  on  February  6,  1906: 

I  want  to  express  to  you  my  very  high  appreciation 
of  the  meritorious  work  accomplished  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  at  the  recent  extraordinary  session,  and  to  thank 
you  for  the  part  you  took  in  making  it  a  success.  The 
fact  that  you  participated  in  a  session  of  such  impor¬ 
tance  will,  I  am  sure,  ever  be  a  satisfaction  to  you. 

A  very  busy  man,  with  calls  upon  his  time  and 
attention  coming  continuously  and  from  all  over  the 
State,  Mr.  Arner,  nevertheless  managed  to  find  the 
opportunity  to  be  active  in  a  great  many  interests. 
For  thirty-eight  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  and  prominent  in  its  affairs.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Clarion  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  He  promoted  and  aided  many  of  the 
movements  which  made  for  the  progress  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  his  community  and  county.  He  gave  freely 
to  worthy  projects  and  to  the  unfortunate.  His  pass¬ 
ing,  on  September  20,  1920,  was  greatly  mourned  by 
his  large  circle  of  associates,  friends  and  relatives 
who  realized  that  they  had  suffered  an  irreparable 
loss.  Mr.  Arner  was  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mae 
L.  Arner,  and  a  son  Richard  G.  Arner,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  and  by  two  grandchildren,  Helen  Louise  and 
Janey  Craig  Arner,  of  Chicago. 


SAMUEL  BAY  BULICK — The  greater  part  of 
Mr.  Bulick’s  career  since  his  graduation  from  col¬ 
lege  has  been  devoted  to  educational  work.  For  the 
last  ten  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  public 
school  system  of  Scottdale,  Westmoreland  County, 
and  for  the  last  three  years  he  has  been  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  public  schools  of  this  town.  Under 
his  very  able  and  progressive  guidance  the  schools 
of  Scottdale  have  been  maintained  on  a  high  plane 
of  efficiency  and  have  steadily  extended  their  useful¬ 
ness  to  and  their  influence  in  the  community.  Mr. 
Bulick  has  always  been  very  popular  with  the  student 
body,  as  well  as  with  the  teachers  working  under  him, 
and  he  also  possesses  to  the  fullest  extent  possible 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

Samuel  Bay  Bulick  was  born  at  Selinsgrove,  Sny¬ 
der  County,  November  9,  1895,  a  son  of  William 
N.  and  Alice  (Hoff)  Bulick.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  Township,  Snyder  County,  in  1874, 
is  a  merchant.  Mr.  Bulick’s  mother  was  born  at 
Kantz  in  1875.  Both  his  parents  are  still  living.  He 
is  one  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  living.  Mr. 
Bulick  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Selinsgrove  and  then 
attended  Susquehanna  University,  likewise  in  Selins¬ 
grove,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1917.  Immediately  after 
that  he  entered  the  United  States  Army,  with  which 
he  served  during  the  World  War.  He  was  attached 
to  the  146th  Infantry,  37th  Division,  a  regiment  con¬ 
sisting  of  members  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard.  He 
served  overseas  for  ten  months  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  from  active  military  service  on 
April  16,  1919.  During  the  next  year  he  taught  in 


the  public  schools  of  Selinsgrove  and  then  he  was 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  retail  clothing  busi¬ 
ness  at  Selinsgrove  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  this 
period,  however,  he  returned  to  educational  work 
and  for  the  next  year  taught  school  at  Mount  Union. 
In  1921  Mr.  Bulick  came  to  Scottdale  as  athletic 
coach  of  the  public  schools,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  very  successfully  for  three  years.  Appointed 
then  athletic  director,  he  served  in  that  position  until 
January,  1927,  when  he  was  made  principal  of  the 
Scottdale  High  School.  On  October  1,  1928,  he 
was  elected  to  his  present  position,  that  of  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Scottdale,  in  which 
he  has  served  since  then  with  great  success.  He  is 
a  member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  194,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as  of  the  other  Masonic 
bodies  up  to  and  including  Williamsport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Jaffa  Temple,  of 
Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Scottdale  Ro¬ 
tary  Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Bulick  married,  September  1,  1926,  Kathryn 
Shotts  of  Scottdale,  a  daughter  of  William  F.  and 
May  (Brown)  Shotts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bulick  have 
no  children. 


HON.  WILLIAM  McKEAN  BROWN— Law¬ 
yer,  public  official,  industrial  and  business  leader  and 
man  of  large  affairs,  the  Hon.  William  McKean 
Brown  achieved  a  career  of  great  distinction  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  life.  Although  his  business  interests  were 
not  limited  by  the  boundaries  of  states  and  com¬ 
monwealths,  extending  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Brown  was  always  loyal  to  the  State  of  his 
birth,  which  remained  the  center  of  his  activities. 
His  distinguished  business  career  was  matched  by 
the  honors  which  came  to  him  in  public  life.  Elected 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  subse¬ 
quently  to  the  United  States  Congress,  he  was  the 
only  citizen  of  Lawrence  County  ever  to  hold  State¬ 
wide  public  office.  His  services  to  Pennsylvania  were 
many,  and  his  name  is  assured  a  lasting  place  in 
the  affectionate  remembrance  of  its  people. 

William  McKean  Brown  was  born  at  Greenville, 
Mercer  County,  on  September  20,  1850,  a  son  of  Van 
Swearingen  and  Lydia  J.  Brown.  Soon  after  his 
birth,  his  parents  removed  to  New  Castle,  Lawrence 
County,  and  when  he  was  only  five  years  old,  his 
father  died.  The  mother  subsequently  took  up  her 
residence  in  Iowa,  where  William  M.  Brown  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Later  he  attended  the  grammar  school  of  Warren, 
Ohio,  the  Power  Commercial  School  of  New  Castle, 
and  the  One  Study  College  of  the  same  city.  His 
education  was  alternated  with  periods  of  teaching 
school  and  service  in  banking  positions,  but  in  the 
early  ’twenties  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  under 
the  eminent  Judge  John  McMichael  of  New  Castle, 
and  in  1876  was  admitted  to  the  Lawrence  County 
bar.  Later  he  was  admitted  to  the  State  and  Federal 
courts  of  the  district,  continuing  in  the  successful 
practice  of  his  profession  for  eight  years.  Mr.  Brown 
served  as  special  agent  of  the  land  department  of 
the  United  States  from  January,  1883,  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  August,  when  he  resigned  to  resume  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law.  A  strong  Republican  in  politics,  he  early 
became  interested  in  public  life,  and  for  many  years 
exercised  an  important  influence  in  local  councils  of 
his  party.  He  occupied  many  civic  positions  of 
responsibility  and  trust  in  city  and  county,  and  until 
the  time  of  his  death  was  closely  identified  with  the 


PENNSYLVANIA 


159 


Republican  party  organization.  He  was  honored  by 
those  of  every  rank  and  party,  however,  and  his 
support,  whenever  he  stood  for  public  office  was 
drawn  from  all  classes  of  the  citizenry.  Quite  apart 
from  politics,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  New  Castle,  and  his  name  is  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  many  of  the  principal  industries  of  this 
city.  In  1890  he  was  forced  through  his  business 
connections  and  holdings  to  undertake  the  building 
of  an  electric  street  car  line  here,  and  from  that  time 
onwards  was  heavily  interested  in  various  electric 
traction  systems,  not  only  at  New  Castle  but  at 
Syracuse,  New  York,  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and 
other  cities.  For  some  years  prior  to  1906,  he  was 
president  of  the  Rapid  Transit  Railroad  system  of 
Syracuse.  He  served  in  addition  as  vice-president 
and  manager  of  the  New  Castle  Electric  Street  Rail¬ 
ways,  and  in  1896  became  a  director,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  that  enterprise.  His  great  executive 
talents  made  his  services  of  the  greatest  value  to 
those  organizations  with  which  he  was  connected  and 
served  to  further  the  work  in  which  he  was  so  long 
successfully  engaged. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Brown  became  head  of  the  firm  of 
Brown,  Thompson  and  Company,  general  merchants 
at  New  Castle.  During  1888  and  1889  he  was  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Standard  Paper  Com¬ 
pany.  In  1889  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law, 
but  after  two  years  he  became  so  extensively  inter¬ 
ested  in  traction  companies  at  New  Castle  and  else¬ 
where,  that  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  practice  and 
never  afterwards  found  time  to  resume  it.  His  legal 
training,  however,  was  always  of  considerable  value 
to  him  in  his  business  career.  During  the  latter 
years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Brown  became  extensively 
interested  in  real  estate  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in 
New  York  City,  with  very  large  holdings  in  both 
cities.  His  judgment  in  the  matter  of  property  trends 
and  values  was  almost  invariably  sound,  and  in  this 
way  he  added  still  further  to  his  already  large  for¬ 
tune.  Finally,  he  acquired  large  holdings  in  steam¬ 
ship  properities,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Atlantic 
Gulf  and  West  Indies  Steamship  Company,  controlling 
the  Ward,  Mallory,  Clyde  and  Porto  Rican  lines. 
When  word  of  his  sudden  death  reached  the  offices 
of  the  company  in  1915,  flags  were  half-masted  on 
all  company  ships  and  offices  as  a  mark  of  respect 
to  a  very  capable  official.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Lawrence  Savings  and  Trust  Company 
and  had  other  interests  of  importance  in  New  Castle. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  much  of  his  time  in  later 
years  was  devoted  to  the  public  service,  he  con¬ 
tinued  active  in  business  until  the  last,  and  when  he 
was  fatally  stricken  at  the  Hotel  McAlpin  in  New 
York  City,  he  was  there  on  a  business  trip. 

Mr.  Brown’s  career  in  public  life  began  when  he 
was  still  a  young  man.  In  1878  and  1880  he  was  a 
candidate  for  member  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  from  Lawrence  County,  being  defeated  by  small 
majorities.  Thereafter  he  served  with  distinction  for 
eight  years  as  a  member  of  the  select  council  at 
New  Castle,  meanwhile  solidifying  his  position  as  a 
party  leader  and  building  up  a  reputation  for  able 
and  efficient  public  service.  In  1896,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Senate,  from  the  Forty-seventh 
District,  composed  of  Lawrence  and  Mercer  coun¬ 
ties.  In  the  session  following  he  held  a  conspicuous 
position  as  a  leader  of  the  Senate,  serving  on  impor¬ 
tant  committees  revealing  his  powers  in  debate  and 
oratory  and  generally  achieving  a  highly  creditable 
record.  He  was  influential  in  shaping  desirable  legis¬ 
lation  and  was  subsequently  honored  by  his  election 


as  president  of  the  Senate.  This  office  he  held  when 
the  bill  organizing  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police  was 
passed,  and  in  its  passage  he  played  an  important 
part. 

Through  the  obvious  merit  of  his  services,  Mr. 
Brown  was  accorded  the  nomination  of  his  party  for 
the  high  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor  in  1902,  and 
in  the  November  elections  he  was  returned  to  office 
by  a  large  plurality.  Inaugurated  on  January  20, 
1903,  he  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  under  Gov¬ 
ernor  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker  until  1906,  displaying 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  the  same  high  sense 
of  public  duty,  the  grasp  of  public  affairs  and  the 
uncommon  ability  which  distinguished  his  entire 
career.  After  the  conclusion  of  his  term  as  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor  he  retired  to  his  beautiful  home  at 
New  Castle,  but  again  in  1914,  shortly  before  his 
death,  he  was  called  to  lead  his  party  in  the  con¬ 
gressional  election  in  the  district  formed  by  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Lawrence,  Beaver  and  Washington.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1914,  he  was  elected  to  Congress  by  a  large 
vote,  but  he  never  took  his  seat  in  the  national  leg¬ 
islature  which  was  of  such  great  importance  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  He  died  very  suddenly  on 
January  31,  1915,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 

Mr.  Brown  was  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  and  was  an  influential  figure  in  that 
order.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Republican 
Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Elks  and  Lawrence 
clubs  of  New  Castle  and  the  Athletic  Club  of  Cleve¬ 
land.  At  all  times  he  was  generous  in  his  support  of 
worthy  civic  and  benevolent  enterprises  and  a  con¬ 
stant  friend  to  those  in  need. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Brown  married  Margaret 
Foltz,  daughter  of  Samuel  Foltz,  (q.  v.),  and 
Amanda  G.  (Stewart)  Foltz.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children:  1.  Emma.  2.  Arthur  Mc¬ 
Kean,  (q.  v.). 

Mr.  Brown’s  sudden  death,  while  still  at  the  height 
of  his  useful  career  was  a  source  of  wide  regret 
throughout  the  State  and  of  genuine  sorrow  to  his 
many  personal  friends.  Through  his  own  efforts  he 
won  success  and  honor  in  many  fields,  contributing 
to  the  progress  and  larger  welfare  of  the  State. 


ARTHUR  McKEAN  BROWN— Son  of  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  father,  Arthur  McKean  Brown  followed 
the  traditions  of  his  family  in  seeking  a  successful 
business  career.  He  has  many  interests,  both  in 
Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere,  but  in  recent  years  he 
has  retired  from  the  world  of  business  and  affairs 
in  which  he  rose  to  prominence  to  devote  himself  to 
writing.  Mr.  Brown  is  the  author  of  a  number  of 
skits  and  playlets  which  have  received  praise  in 
critical  circles. 

Born  at  New  Castle,  Lawrence  County,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  16,  1892,  Arthur  McKean  Brown  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Hon.  William  McKean  Brown  (q.  v.),  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Foltz)  Brown.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  birthplace,  attended  Ashville  School 
for  Boys  in  North  Carolina,  and  subsequently  entered 
Yale  University,  where  he  carried  on  undergraduate 
and  graduate  studies  for  a  period  totaling  five  years. 
Returning  to  Pennsylvania  to  begin  his  active  career, 
he  became  treasurer  in  1916  of  the  Robert  Swan, 
Jr.,  Compan}’-,  contractors  at  Pittsburgh.  This  office 
he  held  until  1922,  playing  an  important  part  in  the 
direction  of  the  company  and  in  its  continued  suc¬ 
cess.  From  1922  until  1928,  Mr.  Brown  was  active 
in  the  supervision  of  his  diverse  interests  in  the 
world  of  business  and  affairs,  winning  recognition  as 
an  important  capitalist  of  the  State.  In  1928,  how- 
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ever,  he  relinquished  many  of  his  most  pressing  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  writing.  Always  interested  in  the  theatre,  he 
has  produced  a  number  of  skits  and  playlets  in  the 
past  three  years,  and  these  were  published  by  the 
Christopher  Publishing  House  of  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1931.  In  connection  with  his  successful 
business  career,  the  considerable  ability  manifest  in 
his  writings  serves  to  emphasize  the  versatility  of  his 
talents  and  the  many  native  gifts  on  which  he  may 
call  at  will.  Mr.  Brown  has  continued  a  number  of 
his  business  connections.  He  is  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Westmoreland  Products  Company  of  New 
Castle  and  a  director  of  the  Lawrence  Savings  and 
Trust  Company  here.  He  maintains  his  residence  in 
the  city  of  his  birth,  occupying  an  important  place 
in  the  life  of  this  community. 

In  1919,  Arthur  McKean  Brown  married  (first) 
Ottilie  M.  Maloney  of  Key  West,  Florida,  daughter 
of  Dr.  John  and  Louise  (Christman)  Maloney.  They 
were  divorced  in  1928,  and  in  1930  Mr.  Brown  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Virginia  E.  Cook  of  New  Castle, 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Mary  (Pilmer)  Cook 
of  this  place. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  Club  of  New 
York  City,  the  National  Republican  Club  of  New 
York  and  the  New  Castle  Field  Club.  He  is  affil¬ 
iated  fraternally  with  Anchor  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  at  Key  West,  Florida,  and  in  this 
order  is  a  member  of  many  higher  bodies,  includ¬ 
ing  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  He  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances,  both  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  country. 


JAMES  PORTER  STRICKLER,  M.  D.— His 

native  town,  Scottdale,  Westmoreland  County,  has 
been  the  scene  of  Dr.  Strickler’s  successful  profes¬ 
sional  activities  as  a  physician  for  some  thirty  years. 
At  first  with  his  late  father  and  more  recently  alone 
Dr.  Strickler  has  and  still  is  enjoying  a  large  gen¬ 
eral  practice.  He  is  prominently  active  in  hospital 
work  and,  in  spite  of  the  heavy  demands  made  upon 
his  time  and  energy  by  the  exhausting  duties  of  his 
profession,  he  has  found  also  time  to  devote  to  civic 
and  religious  affairs.  Indeed,  in  every  respect  Dr. 
Strickler  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  representa¬ 
tive,  most  useful  and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Scottdale  and  of  Westmoreland  County. 

Dr.  Strickler  is  a  member  of  an  old  and  prom¬ 
inent  Pennsylvania  family  dating  back  to  Colonial 
days.  His  great-great-grandfather  was  Jacob  Strick¬ 
ler,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1751  and  who  died  in  1828. 
He  served  in  the  Southampton  Company  of  the  Bucks 
County  Militia  and  came  to  Fayette  County  from 
Bucks  County.  His  son,  Henry  Strickler,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Dr.  Strickler,  was  born  on  May  20, 
1785,  and  died  on  August  24,  1854.  Dr.  Strickler’s 
paternal  grandfather  was  John  Newton  Strickler,  a 
son  of  Henry  Strickler,  who  was  born  September 
28,  1813,  and  who  died  March  16,  1857. 

Dr.  Albert  William  Strickler,  the  father  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  article,  was  born  at  West  Newton,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  in  1847.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1871  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Scott¬ 
dale,  Westmoreland  County,  in  1877,  continuing  in 
active  practice  until  his  death  on  September  30, 
1924.  During  the  last  twenty-three  years  of  his  life 
his  son,  Dr.  James  Porter  Strickler,  the  subject  of 
this  article,  was  associated  in  practice  with  him.  Dr. 


Albert  William  Strickler  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
Townsend,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  June 
19,  1850,  and  who  died  June  20,  1928.  She,  too,  was 
a  member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  dating  back 
to  Colonial  days.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  W.  Strickler 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  three 
died  in  infancy,  those  now  surviving  being:  1.  Jud- 
son  T.,  a  resident  of  Scottdale,  who  married,  in  1902, 
Lillian  Mikesell  of  Indiana  County,  and  who  is  the 
father  of  six  children:  Paul,  Albert,  Wayne,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  Carolyn,  Jean.  2.  Albert  J.,  likewise  a 
resident  of  Scottdale,  who  married  Bess  Millen  of 
Scottdale.  3.  Helen  M.,  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Scottdale.  4.  James  Porter,  of  whom 
further. 

James  Porter  Strickler  was  born  at  Scottdale, 
Westmoreland  County,  November  11,  1877,  a  son  of 
the  late  Dr.  Albert  William  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Townsend)  Strickler.  He  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  Scott¬ 
dale  High  School  in  1896.  After  that  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College 
in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1901.  Im¬ 
mediately  following  his  graduation  from  medical 
school  Dr.  Strickler  established  himself  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  practice  of  medicine  at  Scottdale  in  association 
with  his  father,  an  association  which  continued  until 
the  latter’s  death  on  September  30,  1924.  Since  then 
Dr.  Strickler  has  practiced  alone  at  Scottdale.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Westmoreland  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Association.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  been  on  the  medical  staff  of  the  Frick 
Memorial  Hospital  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  of  the 
Connellsville  State  Hospital  at  Connellsville.  He  is 
also  local  surgeon  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road.  In  politics  Dr.  Strickler  is  a  staunch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Scottdale  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  for  several  years.  His  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  has  long  been  prominently  active. 
Fie  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  this 
church  and  for  eighteen  years  he  served  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  its  Sunday  school.  He  has  also  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Scott¬ 
dale  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century.  Both  through  his  paternal  and 
maternal  ancestors  he  is  eligible  to  membership  in 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Dr.  Strickler  married,  October  22,  1903,  Abigail 
Hull  of  Scottdale,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  N.  and 
Jane  Rebecca  (Haire)  Hull,  both  now  deceased. 
They  have  no  children.  Mrs.  Strickler,  like  her  hus¬ 
band,  is  a  member  of  an  old  American  family,  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  pre-Revolutionary  times.  She  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Isaac  Hull,  who  served  as  a  quarter¬ 
master  in  the  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey,  Troop  and 
was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  Archi¬ 
bald  Dallas’  Company,  Colonel  Spencer’s  Regiment 
of  infantry,  Continental  Army,  on  February  17,  1777. 
Mrs.  Strickler  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 


BARNEY  O.  FAIR — One  of  the  most  popular 
and  respected  business  leaders  in  the  Beaver  Valley 
section,  Barney  O.  Fair  during  the  twenty-six  years 
that  he  was  a  resident  of  Beaver  Falls,  not  only  made 
a  record  of  personal  achievement  and  success  but 
contributed  in  a  great  many  ways  to  the  advance- 
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ment  of  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  community.  “His 
genial  manner  and  kindly  nature  won  for  him  the 
whole-hearted  friendship  of  a  host  of  acquaintances 
throughout  the  county.  In  a  quiet  and  unostentatious 
way  he  took  time  and  opportunity  to  help  others.” 

He  came  from  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  annals  of  Armstrong  County,  where  at 
Cowanville  he  was  born  November  io,  1875.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Armstrong  County 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  then  began  life  as 
a  wage  earner.  His  first  position  was  as  clerk  in  the 
grocery  store  of  his  brother,  George  E.  Fair,  at 
Irondale,  Ohio,  continuing  with  him  five  years.  He 
then  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Ross 
R.  Fair,  and  established  a  grocery  store  in  Shamokin, 
Pennsylvania.  After  two  years  in  business  there  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Verona,  Pennsylvania,  where 
for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
meat  business.  He  then  opened  a  bakery  in  Coraop- 
olis,  Pennsylvania,  but  not  being  either  familiar  or 
pleased  with  that  line  of  commercial  activity,  did  not 
long  continue.  He  sold  out  and  for  several  months 
was  a  worker  in  the  iron  mills  at  Leechburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  next  bought  out  a  general  store  at 
Glenfield,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  for  six  years.  Mr.  Fair  was  one  of  the  early 
automobile  emthusiasts  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1908  he  raced  Howard  McCreary  for  twenty-five 
miles,  the  course  being  around  the  city.  This  was 
the  first  automobile  race  in  this  section.  Mr.  Fair 
lost  by  a  narrow  margin,  his  time  being  one  hour 
and  thirteen  minutes  as  compared  with  his  opponent’s 
time  of  one  hour  and  eight  minutes.  In  1906,  realiz¬ 
ing  the  coming  importance  of  the  automobile,  he 
established  a  garage  and  repair  shop  in  Beaver  Falls, 
the  second  of  its  kind  in  Beaver  County.  Later  he 
located  at  No.  1904  Seventh  Avenue,  then  a  grow¬ 
ing  and  prosperous  section  of  the  borough,  in  a 
three-story  brick  and  concrete  building  sixty  feet  by 
one  hundred  feet,  as  nearly  fireproof  as  was  possible. 
This  building,  which  accommodated  one  hundred 
cars,  was  soon  taxed  to  its  fullest  capacity  and  fur¬ 
ther  floor  space  was  added.  Steady  growth  is  the 
story  of  his  business  in  Beaver  Falls.  Just  three 
weeks  before  his  death  in  April,  1928,  he  moved  his 
office  and  sales-room  to  his  newly  constructed  build¬ 
ing,  a  few  doors  north  of  Eighteenth  Street,  one  of 
the  most  substantial  structures  of  its  kind  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Fair  was  never  so  tied  to  his  business  that  he 
could  not  give  a  part  of  his  time  to  other  things. 
Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  Blue  Lodge,  No. 
662,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  being  a  member  of  all  bodies  of  Masonry 
up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
of  the  Lions  Club.  Among  his  business  connections 
he  was  a  director  of  the  Peoples  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Beaver  Valley 
Automobile  Dealers  Association.  His  church  was 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal,  in  which  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees;  in  his  political 
faith  he  was  a  Republican.  Always  closely  identified 
with  all  that  was  best  and  progressive  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  his  sudden  death  on  March  31,  1928,  came 
as  a  great  shock  and  he  was  sincerely  mourned  as 
a  useful  citizen,  loyal  friend  and  an  exemplar  of  all 
that  was  best  in  human  character  and  life. 


Mr.  Fair  married,  November  25,  1897,  Mary 

Louise  Wolf,  daughter  of  Joseph  Wolf,  of  East 
Liverpool,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fair  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  1.  Clarence  S.  2.  Harry  Nelson. 
Both  are  residents  of  Beaver  Falls.  3.  Ruth  E.,  and 
4.  Bonita,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Barney  O.  Fair  traced  his  ancestry  .back  to 
Michael  Fair,  who  settled  on  the  Schuylkill  River 
prior  to  the  Revolution,  in  which  his  father,  of 
German  birth,  was  a  soldier.  After  that  conflict, 
Michael  Fair  settled  in  Armstrong  County,  and  some 
of  the  land  purchased  at  that  time  still  remains  in 
the  hands  of  his  descendants.  He  married  Mary  B. 
Steelsmith,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  several 
children,  of  whom  one  was  John  Fair.  John  Fair, 
son  of  Michael,  a  farmer  of  Armstrong  County  in 
which  he  wras  born,  married  Mary  Chrisman,  and 
they  had  three  children:  William;  Philip,  of  whom 
further;  and  Susanna.  Philip  Fair,  son  of  John,  was 
also  a  native  of  Armstrong  County  where  he  lived 
and  plied  his  trade  of  stonecutter,  and  farmed  exten¬ 
sively.  He  married  Nancy  Jane  Gregg,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of:  1.  Harvey,  born  December  24, 
i860.  2.  George  Elmer,  born  July  7,  1862.  3.  Mary 
Ann,  born  August  13,  1864.  4.  Samuel  J.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1866.  5.  Charles  D.,  born  March  14,  1871. 
6.  Ross  Ralston,  born  April  7,  1873.  7.  Barney  Otto, 
of  whom  the  foregoing  paragraphs  have  been  a  re¬ 
view.  8.  Claude  Wilson,  born  May  3,  1878.  Longevity 
has  been  an  outstanding  characteristic  of  the  Fair 
family  for  generations,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the 
death  of  Barney  Otto  marked  the  first  break  in  the 
circle  of  seven  brothers  and  a  sister,  although  he  was 
next  to  the  youngest. 


WILLIAM  HUNTER  BROWN— Since  leaving 
college,  with  his  degree,  William  Hunter  Brown  has 
gone  forward  with  considerable  strides  in  the  field 
of  applied  electrical  science.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  and  fills  the  office  of  general 
manager  of  the  Bradford  Electric  Company,  a  cor¬ 
poration  whose  services  cover  a  large  part  of  the 
eastern  section  of  McKean  County.  Through  his 
business  and  civic  associations,  Mr.  Brown  aids  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Bradford  and  of  the  com¬ 
munities  to  which  his  company’s  lines  radiate. 

Alfred  Thomas  and  Emma  F.  Brown,  parents  of 
General  Manager  Brown,  reside  in  Cochranton,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  where  the  father  is  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandising. 

William  Hunter  Brown,  son  of  Alfred  Thomas 
and  Emma  F.  Brown,  was  born  in  Cochranton,  July 
30,  1884,  and  after  passing  through  the  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  entered  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College.  Winning  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Science  in  Electrical  Engineering,  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1908.  He  at  once  put  into 
practice  what  he  had  learned  in  theory  and  labora¬ 
tory,  forming  an  association  with  J.  George  Kaelber 
at  Rochester,  and  taking  over  and  consolidating  a 
number  of  small  concerns  of  central  and  western 
Pennsylvania  into  the  Keystone  Power  Corporation. 
This  company  was  organized  in  1915  and  chartered 
to  operate  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  1923,  Mr.  Brown  began  organizing  a  company 
in  which  he  was  the  principal  owner  and  factor,  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  territory  not  supplied  with 
electricity  and  of  absorbing  other  companies,  simi¬ 
larly  established,  and  building  transmission  and  dis¬ 
tributing  lines,  serving  light,  heat  and  power,  to  the 
eastern  part  of  McKean  County.  His  company  of- 
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fered  so  alluring  a  prospect  by  reason  of  its  effi¬ 
cient  organization  and  increasing  number  of  clients, 
that  the  Bradford  Electric  Company  made  an  offer 
to  Mr.  Brown  for  the  purchase  of  its  franchise, 
properties  and  rights.  Along  with  the  approved  sale 
Mr.  Brown  went  into  the  expanded  company  and 
was  voted  a  seat  on  the  board  and  into  the  post 
of  general  manager.  With  the  Bradford  Electric 
Company  he  has  since  continued,  to  the  advantage 
of  the  corporation’s  affairs.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  in  whose 
proceedings  he  is  deeply  interested. 

In  the  acceptance  and  discharge  of  civic  respon¬ 
sibilities,  Mr.  Brown  has  set  a  good  example  to  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  is  a  former  member  of  the 
Eldred  (McKean  County)  Borough  Council,  which 
body  he  served  as  president  for  three  years.  As  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Commerce  and  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Association,  he  gives  of  his  enthusiasm, 
influence  and  experience  in  the  furtherance  of  their 
aims.  Among  his  fraternal  connections  are  all  the 
bodies  in  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites  of  Free¬ 
masonry,  and  also  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  together  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Smethport 
Country  Club  and  the  Shrine  Club,  his  religious  fel¬ 
lowship  being  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Bradford. 

William  Hunter  Brown  married  at  State  College, 
Pennsylvania,  October  10,  1909,  and  is  the  father  of 
six  children:  1.  Alfred  H.  2.  Edna  M.  3.  Betty.  4. 
Harriett.  5.  Peggy.  6.  William,  Jr. 


WILLIAM  EWING  BAILY— Long  one  of  the 

well-known  business  men  of  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  Mr.  Baily  has  been  successfully  identified 
with  various  business  enterprises  during  his  career. 
They  have  been  invariably  benefited  by  his  participa¬ 
tion  in  their  affairs,  as  the  result  of  his  exceptional 
business  and  executive  ability,  his  energy  and  his 
enterprise.  In  other  ways,  too,  he  has  made  his  in¬ 
fluence  count  toward  civic  progress  and  quite  natu¬ 
rally  he  occupies  a  position  of  importance  in  the 
community.  Though  he  has  never  sought  or  held 
public  office,  he  has  always  shown  a  helpful  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  whatever  promises  to  be  of  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  community  can  always  count  on  his  sup¬ 
port.  This  public  spirit,  of  which  he  has  given  many 
proofs,  together  with  his  pleasing  personality  and  his 
many  other  fine  qualities  has  gained  him  the  liking, 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen  in  full 
measure. 

William  Ewing  Baily  was  born  at  Carmichaels, 
Greene  County,  March  15,  1885,  a  son  of  the  late  J. 
Ewing  Baily  and  Dora  (Mitchner)  Baily.  His  father, 
who  was  a  farmer,  was  also  a  native  of  Carmichaels, 
where  he  was  born  in  1854.  He  died  in  1915*  Mr. 
Baily’s  mother,  born  in  Washington  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1857,  is  still  living.  Mr.  Baily  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cum¬ 
berland  Township  and  then  attended  Greene  Acad¬ 
emy.  From  there  he  went  to  Waynesburg  College. 
After  that  he  attended  an  embalming  school  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  then  followed  this  profession  for  one  year. 
Later  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  retail  shoe 
store  at  Waynesburg  with  W.  N.  Thomas,  becom¬ 
ing  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Baily  and 
Thomas.  This  firm  continued  under  that  style  until 
1914,  when  Mr.  Thomas  sold  his  interest  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  Albert  L.  Chisler  and  when  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Baily  and  Chisler.  Four  years  later, 


in  1918,  Mr.  Baily  bought  Mr.  Chisler’s  interest, 
continuing  the  business  alone  after  that  until  1922, 
when  he  sold  it  to  E.  M.  Brubaker  and  Son.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Baily  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  James 
Randolph  in  the  insurance  agency  then  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  Randolph  and  Baily,  Mr. 
Randolph’s  partner  being  at  that  time  the  older 
brother  of  Mr.  Baily,  Harry  F.  Baily  (q.  v.).  The 
firm  name  at  that  time  was  changed  to  its  present 
style,  Baily  Insurance  Agency,  one  of  the  leading 
establishments  of  its  type  in  Waynesburg  and  in 
Greene  County.  Though  Mr.  Baily  has  continued 
actively  in  this  business  ever  since  then,  he  has  also 
other  business  interests,  especially  in  the  gas  and 
oil  industry.  He  is  vice-president  and  secretary  of 
the  Shore  Line  Oil  and  Gas  Company  of  Waynes¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  having 
been  active  in  organizing  this  company  in  1921.  He 
is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  153,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  Jacques  De  Molay  Commandery,  at 
Washington,  Knights  Templar;  Syria  Temple,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  the  Waynesburg  Kiwanis  Club,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  president;  Lodge  No.  757, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Greene 
County  Country  Club;  and  the  Waynesburg  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  a  director.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee.  His  favor¬ 
ite  hobby  is  golf. 

Mr.  Baily  married,  in  1926,  Mary  Quinter  Miller, 
of  Carmichaels,  Greene  County,  a  daughter  of  Quin¬ 
ter  and  Ella  (Garard)  Miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baily 
have  no  children. 


HARRY  F.  BAILY — Considerably  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  immediately  following  his 
graduation  from  college,  Mr.  Baily  became  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  insurance  business.  Ever  since  then 
he  has  continued  to  be  successfully  active  as  an 
insurance  agent  at  Waynesburg,  Greene  County.  As¬ 
sociated  in  recent  years  with  him  has  been  his 
younger  brother,  William  Ewing  Baily  (q.  v.),  and 
the  firm  bearing  their  family  name  ranks  as  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  successful  general  insurance 
agencies  in  Greene  County.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Baily  has  been  prominently  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Republican  party  and  he  is  one  of  the  recognized 
leaders  of  his  party  in  his  native  county.  Fraternal 
affairs,  too,  have  received  a  full  share  of  his  time 
and  attention,  and  through  his  various  activities  he 
has  made  for  himself  a  position  of  leadership  in  his 
community  to  the  development  and  prosperity  of 
which  he  has  made  and  is  still  making  important 
contributions. 

Harry  F.  Baily  was  born  at  Carmichaels,  Greene 
County,  May  2,  1882,  a  son  of  J.  Ewing  and  Dora 
(Mitchner)  Baily.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer, 
was  born  at  Carmichaels  in  1854  and  died  in  1915. 
Mr.  Baily’s  mother,  still  living,  was  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1857.  One  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living, 
Mr.  Baily  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  at  Greene  Academy,  from  where  he 
went  to  Waynesburg  College,  graduating  from  that 
institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1904.  Soon  afterwards  he  became  connected  with 
what  was  then  the  Randolph  Insurance  Agency  at 
Waynesburg.  This  business  was  started  in  1882  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  F.  Randolph.  In  1905  Mr.  Baily  became 
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Mr.  Randolph’s  partner  and  the  firm  name  at  that 
time  became  Randolph  and  Baily.  The  agency  was 
operated  under  that  name  until  1922,  when  Mr. 
Baily’s  brother,  William  Ewing  Baily  (q.  v.),  be¬ 
came  associated  with  his  brother.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Randolph  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  and  since 
then  it  has  been  continued  by  Mr.  Baily  and  his 
brother  under  the  firm  name  of  Baily  Insurance 
Agency.  The  firm  is  a  partnership  and  is  engaged 
in  the  general  insurance  business  in  Waynesburg, 
Greene  County.  Mr.  Baily  is  also  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Citizens  Building  and  Loan 
Association  of  Waynesburg.  In  politics  Mr.  Baily 
has  long  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles.  Since  1919  he  has  been  the 
very  effective  chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention,  which  nominated  Calvin  Cool- 
idge  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Baily  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  153,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  New 
Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 
Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the  Greene  County 
Country  Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Baily  married  (first),  in  1908,  Lucy  Sayers,  of 
Waynesburg,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Jennie 
(Fordyce)  Sayers.  Mrs.  Baily  died  in  December, 
1924,  and  Mr.  Baily  married  (second),  in  April,  1927, 
Phila  Babcock,  of  Pittsburgh,  a  daughter  of  W.  R. 
and  Alice  J.  Babcock.  By  his  first  marriage  he  is  the 
father  of  twin  sons,  born  in  June,  1910:  1.  John 
E.  Baily,  now  a  student  at  Waynesburg  College.  2. 
Thomas  S.,  now  attending  the  Carnegie  Institute  of 
Technology. 


RICHARD  HENRY  GILBERT— The  district 
attorney  of  Blair  County  and  for  some  years  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Tyrone  and  one  of  its  prominent  lawyers, 
Richard  Henry  Gilbert  has  contributed  more  than 
one  man’s  share  to  the  life  and  progress  of  the 
county.  He  knows  how  to  work  and  to  play;  has  a 
profound  knowledge  of  the  law  and  is  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  sportsman;  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  may  fear 
his  forensic  condemnation  of  his  crime,  but  the  high¬ 
bred  cow  on  his  fine  farm  dreads  not  the  sound 
of  his  voice.  Versatility,  efficiency,  mentality,  and 
friendliness,  are  outstanding  characteristics  of  this 
man  who  enters  into  many  forms  of  activity  with  a 
nerve  and  skill  and  success  which  has  won  him  the 
admiration  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  pro¬ 
fessional  associates. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  born  at  Emporium,  Cameron 
County,  March  26,  1885,  a  son  of  Richard  Henry 
Gilbert,  D.  D.,  and  Julia  (Lau)  Gilbert.  The  latter 
was  born  at  Dillsbury,  Pennsylvania,  i860,  and  died 
August  8,  1906.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  native 
of  England,  born  April  8,  1856,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1859,  and  was  a  Methodist  minister 
throughout  his  mature  life.  It  was  while  he  was 
stationed  at  Emporium,  that  his  son,  the  subject  of 
this  review,  was  born,  one  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Richard  Henry,  Jr.,  received 
his  public  school  education  in  Tyrone,  Huntingdon 
and  Berwick,  Pennsylvania,  places  where  his  father 
was  pastor.  He  prepared  for  college  in  the  Dickin¬ 
son  Preparatory  School  at  Carlisle,  of  which  he  was 
a  graduate  in  1904;  matriculating  at  Syracuse  Uni¬ 
versity,  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1908  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  Entering 
the  Dickinson  Law  School,  he  completed  his  train¬ 
ing  for  the  legal  profession  in  1911,  being  grad¬ 


uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Mr. 
Gilbert  immediately  passed  the  examinations  for  ad¬ 
mittance  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  October, 
1911,  located  in  Tyrone  to  engage  in  a  general  prac¬ 
tice.  He  still  makes  his  home  in  Tyrone,  but  has 
his  main  office  in  Hollidaysburg.  A  Republican  in 
politics,  he  was  elected  in  1927  district  attorney  of 
Blair  County,  and  in  November,  1931,  was  reelected 
for  another  term  of  four  years.  As  a  lawyer  he  has 
a  large  clientele  who  refer  to  him  many  legal  affairs 
of  great  importance.  He  is  noted  for  the  clarity  and 
care  with  which  his  briefs  are  written,  and  for  his 
ability  to  gain  favorable  judgments,  but  Mr.  Gilbert 
has  his  greatest  hold  upon  the  faith  and  affection  of 
his  clients  through  his  ability  to  secure  amicable 
and  fair  settlements  of  legal  difficulties  outside  of 
the  courts. 

Mr.  Gilbert  has  always  been  interested  in  many 
things.  One  of  his  hobbies  is  farming,  and  in  this 
exacting  business  he  has  had  remarkable  success, 
his  large  dairy  herd  being  a  genuine  cause  for  pride 
and  profits.  As  a  farmer  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Grange;  as  a  lawyer  he  holds  membership  in 
the  several  bar  associations,  and  is  a  vice-president 
of  the  State  Bar  Association.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert  is  affiliated  with  Tyrone  Lodge,  No.  494,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Harrisburg  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  187,  Independent 
Older  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Tyrone;  Lodge  No.  45, 
Junior  Order,  United  American  Mechanics,  of  Ty¬ 
rone;  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America;  the 
Kiwanis  Club;  and  the  Sigma  Chi  and  Theta  Nu 
Epsilon  fraternities.  He  was  a  member  of  Sheridan 
Troop,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  when  it  was 
taken  into  Federal  service  and,  in  1917,  served  on  the 
Mexican  Border.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans  of  Foreign  Wars.  In  college  Mr.  Gilbert  was 
something  of  an  athlete,  playing  college  football 
and  baseball.  As  a  resident  of  Tyrone,  he  has  kept 
up  his  interest  in  athletics  and  sports,  and  associated 
himself  with  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
of  which  he  is  a  director.  His  work,  influence  and 
example  have  been  an  inspiration  and  help  to  many 
of  the  young  men  of  Tyrone.  A  member  of  the 
local  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  is  prominent 
in  its  activities. 

Richard  Henry  Gilbert,  on  September  25,  1912, 
married  Missoura  Wolfgang,  of  Ashland,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Elmira  (Kehler)  Wolf¬ 
gang;  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Jane  Louise,  born  August  4,  1914.  2.  Julia  Ann, 
born  October  25,  1924. 


JOHN  LEIGHTON  STEWART  — An  active 
career  devoted  entirely  to  newspaper  work  had 
brought  John  Leighton  Stewart  to  a  position  of 
recognized  prominence  in  his  chosen  field.  For  the 
past  twenty  years  he  has  been  president  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Washington  “Observer”  and  the  Wash¬ 
ington  “Reporter,”  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  in  Bakerstown,  Allegheny 
County,  on  August  12,  1876,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Grove  and  of  Mary  Jane  (Wright)  Stewart. 
His  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  After  his  graduation  from  public  schools 
and  Dunbar  High  School  in  1892,  John  Leighton 
Stewart  studied  at  Redstone  Academy,  Uniontown, 
and  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Washing¬ 
ton,  where  he  took  the  charge  of  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  upon  the  completion  of  the  required  course  in 
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1899.  Subsequently  he  entered  Harvard  Law  School, 
but  in  1902,  after  completing  two  years  of  the  three 
years’  course,  he  left  the  university.  He  found  that 
his  personal  predilections  had  turned  to  newspaper 
work.  Joining  the  staff  of  the  Washington  “Ob¬ 
server”  and  the  Washington  “Reporter,”  he  be¬ 
came  editor  and  manager  of  these  papers  in  1902, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  1912.  In  that  year  he 
purchased  the  controlling  interest  in  the  “Observer” 
and  the  “Reporter”  and  he  has  since  been  president 
and  publisher  of  these  newspapers.  Maintaining  high 
journalistic  standards,  he  has  extended  their  circula¬ 
tion  and  influence  with  the  passing  years.  Mr.  Stew¬ 
art  is  also  president  and  publisher  of  the  “Daily 
Notes”  at  Cannonsburg,  Washington  County,  a  paper 
which  he  acquired  in  1930,  and  president  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  “Tribune”  of  Beaver  Falls,  acquired  in 
1921,  all  of  them  daily  newspapers.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  guiding  their  affairs  and  secur¬ 
ing  for  them  an  authoritative  standing  in  their  sev¬ 
eral  communities. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  an 
important  figure  in  local  party  councils  for  many 
years,  and  has  extended  his  influence  to  the  State  as  a 
whole.  In  1904  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  County  Committee  of  Washington  County,  and 
in  1922  became  a  member  of  the  Republican  State 
Executive  Committee.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  National  Convention  from  his  district  in 
1928.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  many  phases 
of  Washington  life,  lending  both  his  personal  sup¬ 
port  and  that  of  his  papers  to  all  worthy  causes.  Mr. 
Stewart  was  for  ten  years  president  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  Washington  Hospital 
Association;  a  director  and  past  president  of  the 
Washington  Chamber  of  Commerce;  past  president 
of  the  Washington  Rotary  Club;  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Washington  Seminary;  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank;  and  a  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Pennsylvania  Newspaper  Publishers’ 
Association.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

On  April  20,  1904,  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
John  Leighton  Stewart  married  Margaretta  Murdoch 
Donnan,  daughter  of  Alvan  and  Lucy  (Murdoch) 
Donnan.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Lucy 
Donnan,  now  Mrs.  Cecil  P.  Northrop,  born  on  Octo¬ 
ber  10,  1905.  The  family  residence  is  maintained 
at  Washington  in  Redstone  Lane. 


WILLIAM  NORMAN  CONRAD  has  devoted 
himself  principally  to  the  field  of  law,  engaging  in 
practice  at  Brookville,  Jefferson  County,  for  many 
years  past.  His  success  in  his  chosen  profession  has 
brought  him  to  a  position  of  leadership  at  the  local 
bar,  but  his  reputation  extends  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  the  county  to  the  State  at  large.  Mr.  Conrad  has 
been  very  active  in  other  phases  of  the  life  and  af¬ 
fairs  of  Jefferson  County.  He  is  at  present  solicitor 
of  the  Brookville  City  Council  and  has  filled  other 
public  offices  of  confidence  and  trust. 

Born  at  Brookville,  on  November  11,  1874,  Mr. 
Conrad  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  J.  (Compton) 
Conrad.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  came 
to  Pennsylvania  in  childhood  and  settled  in  Indiana 
County.  He  married  Mary  J.  Compton,  a  native  of 
this  county.  John  Conrad  was  an  attorney-at-law 
and  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  district 
attorney  in  Forest  County.  He  died  on  November  11, 
1899,  and  his  wife  in  1896.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  as  follows:  1.  William  Norman,  of 


this  record.  2.  Nellie,  wife  of  Lee  B.  Humphrey  of 
Brookville.  3.  John,  who  died  in  infancy. 

William  Norman  Conrad  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace  and  in  1892  was  graduated 
from  Brookville  High  School.  Having  decided  mean¬ 
while  upon  a  legal  career,  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  his  father’s  office,  and  on  May  11,  1896, 
was  admitted  to  the  Jefferson  County  bar.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  the  United  States  District  Court. 
Mr.  Conrad  was  associated  in  practice  with  his  father 
in  Brookville  under  the  firm  name  of  John  Conrad 
and  Son  until  the  death  of  the  elder  man.  He  has 
since  carried  on  this  practice  alone.  With  the  passing 
of  years,  the  demands  on  his  services  steadily  in¬ 
creased,  and  he  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  his  profession,  not  only  in  this  county  but 
in  western  Pennsylvania. 

Apart  from  the  duties  of  his  own  practice,  Mr. 
Conrad  has  served  for  the  past  ten  years  as  borough 
solicitor,  administering  the  responsible  duties  of  this 
office  with  great  efficiency.  He  was  also  elected  and 
served  two  terms,  eight  years  in  all,  as  a  member 
of  the  Brookville  City  Council,  and  for  four  years 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Conrad 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  movements  for 
the  advancement  and  progress  of  this  community.  He 
is  a  leading  member  of  the  public  utility  legislative 
committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Bor¬ 
oughs,  and  for  many  years  has  vigorously  opposed 
extortionate  rates  charged  the  public  for  light  or 
other  utility  service.  Municipal  ownership  of  the 
local  water  plant  was  accomplished  under  his  leader¬ 
ship.  As  solicitor  for  the  borough  of  Brookville 
during  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been  very  active 
in  the  fight  against  the  power  trust  for  municipal 
ownership  of  the  local  electric  light  plant  and  system. 

In  other  particulars,  the  people  of  Brookville  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  Conrad.  He  was  the  organizer  of 
the  Brookville  Title  and  Trust  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  rural  banks  in  western  Pennsylvania,  and  has 
been  its  solicitor,  a  director  and  vice-president  during 
its  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  remarkable 
growth.  He  organized  the  Brookville  Hospital  in 
1916  and  has  been  its  president  continuously  since 
that  time.  Mr.  Conrad  has  been  officially  identified 
with  the  Brookville  Park  Association,  the  Jeffer¬ 
son  County  Agricultural  Association,  the  local 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  the  work  of 
the  Boy  Scouts.  These  organizations  have  all  bene¬ 
fited  through  his  constant  interest  and  their  various 
projects  have  enlisted  his  active  support.  Frater¬ 
nally,  Mr.  Conrad  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  order  he  is  a  member 
of  the  higher  bodies  of  both  York  and  Scottish 
Rites,  including  the  Commandery  of  the  Knights 
Templar,  and  Coudersport  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  Mr.  Conrad 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Always  a  great 
lover  of  the  out-of-doors,  he  owns  a  larger  acreage 
of  wild  lands  in  Jefferson  County  than  any  other 
individual.  He  has  heartily  supported  conservation 
movements  and  was  active  in  securing  for  the  State 
the  Cook  Forest  State  Park.  Mr.  Conrad  has  trav¬ 
eled  much,  not  only  throughout  the  United  States, 
Mexica  and  Canada,  but  abroad.  In  his  career  he 
has  won  both  distinction  and  honor,  enjoying  the 
respect  of  all  those  who  know  him  and  a  wide  circle 
of  friends. 


[UJ  /JUL^Cvvyk  (tfvuj 


PENNSYLVANIA 


On  July  6,  1S91,  William  Norman  Conrad  married 
Martha  V.  Rhed,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  have  one  son,  John  W.,  who  was 
graduated  in  law  from  the  University  of  Michigan 
in  1931,  and  is  now  manager  and  secretary  of  the 
Jefferson  County  Agricultural  Association.  He  is 
also  associated  in  the  practice  of  law  with  his  father 
at  Brookville. 


ADAM  CUPLER — A  member  of  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  Pennsylvania  families,  Adam  Cupler,  of  Titus¬ 
ville,  spent  the  most  of  his  life  within  the  bounds 
of  Clearfield  County,  Pennsylvania,  although  busily 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  shipping  of  prod¬ 
ucts  which  went  to  oil  fields  all  over  the  country. 
While  still  but  a  young  man  he  entered  the  dangerous 
occupation  of  making  torpedoes  and  using  them  in 
the  “shooting”  of  oil  wells.  His  product  proved  so 
valuable  that  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  no  time 
to  do  more  than  manufacture  torpedoes  for  the  use 
of  others.  Meanwhile  he  was  visiting  the  various 
fields  where  crude  petroleum  was  being  taken  from 
the  ground,  and  quietly  acquiring  drilling  rights.  In 
both  activities  he  was  successful  and  accumulated  a 
fortune. 

Adam  Cupler  was  born  on  April  2,  1847,  in  Clear¬ 
field  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Adam  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Stineman)  Cupler,  who  came  from  Germany 
about  1835.  His  father  was  one  of  the  early  group 
which  began  the  development  of  the  forest  resources 
of  the  county.  He  secured  the  timber  rights  to  quite 
an  area,  brought  in  a  sawmill  and  several  of  the 
family  were  associated  in  a  lumber  business  that 
grew  to  larger  proportions.  The  son,  Adam,  Jr., 
after  studying  in  the  district  schools  of  Clearfield 
County  remained  for  a  time  associated  in  the  enter¬ 
prises  of  his  father.  He  was  rejected  for  service  in 
the  Civil  War  because  of  ill  health,  but  in  1874  took 
up  agriculture  on  a  large  tract  near  Easton,  Mary¬ 
land.  In  1876  he  entered  the  oil  business  in  Brad¬ 
ford  as  an  independent  oil  producer,  later  becoming 
a  manufacturer  of  glycerine  for  oil  well  shooting 
and  making  his  residence  in  Bradford  until  his  death. 
As  already  indicated  he  first  tried  his  hand  at  the 
dangerous  job  of  “shooting”  wells  with  high  powered 
treacherous  explosives  to  bring  them  in,  or  to  re¬ 
new  their  flow.  Mechanically  inclined  he  devised 
methods  and  means  of  doing  this  job  with  greater 
safety,  and  without  the  necessity  of  employing  men 
either  greatly  skilled  or  experienced  in  the  handling 
of  the  volatile  explosives.  He  made  torpedoes,  and 
they  wrere  such  good  ones  that  his  business  grew 
until  he  was  shipping  his  product  to  all  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  and  the  other  parts 
of  the  country  as  petroleum  was  discovered.  Op¬ 
portunities  were  manjr  to  take  up  leases  on  oil  lands 
or  the  rights  of  drilling,  which  he  did  not  neglect, 
so  that  he  eventually  became  a  developer  of  prop¬ 
erties  and  a  producer  of  oil.  The  Bradford  Field 
was  the  scene  of  his  earliest  ventures  and  paid  him 
well.  Later  he  was  active  in  the  Ohio  fields,  but  sold 
them  out  some  time  before  his  death.  In  the  mean¬ 
while  he  kept  on  making  torpedoes  and  retaining  his 
oil  interests,  all  of  which  have  since  been  continued 
by  his  capable  widow. 

Adam  Cupler  was  a  business  man  above  all  else 
and  therefore  was  never  very  active  in  the  social 
and  similar  organizations  so  common  to  many  lives. 
He  was  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  Shepard  Lodge,  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican; 
he  attended  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a  liberal 


contributor  to  its  work.  Without  ostentation,  or  the 
desire  to  be  officially  honored,  he  did  a  great  deal 
to  further  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  Titusville, 
and  to  help  welfare  and  civic  activities  which  were 
worthy.  His  death  on  October  12,  1903,  took  from 
Titusville  one  of  its  best  citizens  and  friends. 

On  November  4,  1874,  Adam  Cupler  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Jane  Sherrer,  of  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Sherrer,  the  former  a 
well-known  contractor  of  the  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cupler  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Mrs.  C. 
E.  Mosher,  Miss  Grace  M.  Cupler,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Herpst,  and  Harry  A.  Cupler,  all  of  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania. 


GEORGE  OSCAR  KING— Among  the  indus- 
tralists  of  Corry,  Erie  County,  George  Oscar  King, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  one  of  the  foremost. 
He  was  the  owner  of  the  Corry  Novelty  Works,  a 
business  which  he  had  founded  with  his  father  and 
for  the  later  success  of  which  he  was  responsible. 
A  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  although  hardly  more 
than  a  youth  at  the  time,  he  entered  business  at  one 
of  the  critical  times  in  the  history  of  finance  and 
industry.  Always  foresighted  and  wise,  an  indefati¬ 
gable  worker  and  a  determined  optimist,  he  kept 
his  faith  in  the  future  of  his  country  and  his  adopted 
town  throughout  the  recurring  commercial  depres¬ 
sions  and  panics  which  followed  the  Civil  War.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  change  his  operations,  and  it  was 
as  a  manufacturer  of  chairs  and  similar  articles, 
that  he  built  up  the  large  business,  now  managed  by 
his  sons. 

Mr.  King  was  born  at  Columbus,  Pennsylvania, 
a  son  of  Judge  Hollis  and  Sally  (Babcock)  King, 
a  well-known  family  in  that  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  of  its  oldest.  Judge  King  was  an  associate 
judge  of  Warren  County.  The  son  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town:  completing  his  preparation  for  a  busi¬ 
ness  career  b3r  further  studies  in  the  Randolph  and 
Oberlin  Business  colleges.  He  was  not  destined  to 
get  far  for  the  War  Between  the  States  interrupted 
his  progress.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  forces 
as  a  member  of  the  1st  Regiment  of  New  York 
Volunteer  Engineers,  and  it  was  only  after  many 
dangers  and  hardships  had  been  met  and  overcome 
and  years  had  passed  that  Mr.  King  could  again 
return  to  his  work  and  a  normal  life. 

Although  still  in  his  early  ’twenties,  he  had  been 
matured  by  his  experiences  and  brooked  no  delay 
in  getting  settled  in  business.  With  his  father,  he 
founded  a  novelty  works  at  Corry,  then  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  one  of  the  most  heavily  forested  sections  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  progress  made  did  not  suit  his 
energetic  spirit,  nor  did  its  development  measure  up 
to  its  possibilities,  but  he  remained  for  six  years, 
resigning  eventually  to  go  with  A.  M.  Kent,  the 
owner  of  a  pail  and  tub  factory.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  he  chose  to  see  something  more  of  the  more 
populous  centers  of  the  United  States,  and  in  1875 
he  met  and  married  the  lady  who  was  to  be  his  help¬ 
mate  and  inspiration  throughout  the  remaining  years 
of  his  life.  The  Kent  pail  and  tub  factory  later  be¬ 
came  the  Corry  Chair  Company,  of  which  Mr.  King 
in  time  became  the  directing  head  and  manager. 
Within  a  few  years  he  was  the  owner  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  having  purchased  the  interests  of  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  firm.  With  a  free  hand  he  was  able  to 
work  wonders,  his  skill  in  commerce  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  chair  industry,  enabling  him  to 
make  a  great  success  of  the  plant.  At  the  time  of 
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his  death,  Washington’s  Birthday,  February  22,  1917, 
the  Corry  Chair  Company  was  doing  a  very  large 
business,  its  products  being  shipped  to  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  will  by  which  he  be¬ 
queathed  the  plant  and  business  to  his  widow,  he 
made  the  provision  that  the  management  should  be 
taken  over  by  his  sons. 

During  his  lifetime,  Mr.  King  was  too  busy  a  man 
to  devote  as  much  time  to  societies,  fraternities  and 
clubs  as  he  desired.  He  was  a  Past  Master  of  the 
Corry  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a 
Knight  Templar.  He  also  did  his  full  share  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Corry  and  was  active  in  its 
civic  and  welfare  works.  Kind-hearted,  he  was 
seldom  appealed  to  in  vain  by  the  needy  and  the 
unfortunate,  although  he  was  of  that  nature  which 
hides  from  the  left  hand  the  good  deeds  of  the  right. 
A  much-beloved  man,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  his 
passing  left  vacant  a  place  difficult  to  fill.  His  life 
and  its  achievements  are  now  a  part  of  the  imperish¬ 
able  pages  of  the  history  of  his  county  and  city. 

George  Oscar  King  married,  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
August  25,  1875,  Ella  Vance,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
J.  H.  and  Mary  Anne  (Karns)  Vance.  Mr.  and 
Mis.  King  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1. 
Clara  Anne,  married  George  E.  Boyd,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Elizabeth,  Roberta  and  George  E. 
Boyd,  Jr.  2.  Jessie  K.,  married  John  Newton,  and 
they  have  a  son,  Norman  T.  Newton.  3.  John  Hollis, 
married  Edith  Ross,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Eliz¬ 
abeth.  4.  Carlton  B.,  married  Hallie  Naylor,  and 
they  had  a  daughter,  Ella.  5.  Robert  L.,  married 
Susie  Ragan,  and  they  had  two  children:  Margaret 
Jane  and  Roberta.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
221  South  Center  Street,  Corry. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  MULLINS  — For  many  years 
William  James  Mullins  was  an  important  and  fami¬ 
liar  figure  in  the  life  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania, 
whose  institutions  and  people  benefited  through  his 
support  and  active  influence  in  behalf  of  many  worthy 
community  movements.  He  and  his  wife,  both  jointly 
and  in  their  separate  spheres  of  interest,  contrib¬ 
uted  no  little  to  the  civic  and  material  progress  of 
the  city  of  which  Mrs.  Mullins  is  still  an  honored 
and  well-loved  resident. 

(I)  William  Mullins,  father  of  William  James 
Mullins,  who  established  the  family  in  America,  was 
born  in  1824  near  Dublin,  Ireland.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  natural  ability  and  high  attainments,  grad¬ 
uate  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  a  civil  engineer. 
Upon  coming  to  America,  he  was  employed  on  the 
construction  work  of  the  Genesee  Canal,  and  from 
New  York  State  removed  to  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  railroad  building.  There 
he  met,  and  in  1857,  married  Lucy  Bustard.  During 
the  Civil  War  period,  Mr.  Mullins  was  of  great 
service  to  the  government  as  an  executive  in  trans¬ 
porting  troops  and  supplies  over  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  Subsequently  he  continued  his  connection 
with  this  line,  serving  as  purchasing  agent  with 
headquarters  in  Allegheny  City,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death  in  August,  1893.  He  was  a 
man  of  broad  culture,  a  student,  a  patron  of  the  fine 
arts,  and  the  owner  of  a  fine  library,  containing  many 
volumes  which  he  personally  collected. 

(II)  William  James  Mullins,  son  of  William  and 
Lucy  (Bustard)  Mullins,  was  born  in  Steubenville, 
Ohio,  on  August  21,  i860,  and  died  in  Franklin  on 
January  17,  1917.  He  was  reared  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  his  education  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technology  returned  to  Penn¬ 


sylvania  to  begin  his  active  career.  He  came  to 
Franklin  as  a  chemist  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
and  continued  in  that  post  until  his  father’s  death.  At 
that  time  he  resigned  to  devote  himself  to  art  and 
church  work.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
laymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Pennsylvania, 
serving  successively  as  a  trustee  of  the  Diocese  of 
Pittsburgh  and  the  Diocese  of  Erie.  He  took  a  great 
interest  in  the  public  library  of  Franklin,  and  was 
its  secretary  and  treasurer.  His  death  was  a  serious 
loss  to  the  city  and  was  a  source  of  wide-spread 
regret. 

Mr.  Mullins  married,  on  November  28,  1888,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Johnson  Bostwick  (see  Bostwick  IX),  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

(The  Bostwick  Line). 

(I)  The  Bostwick,  or  Bostock  family,  to  which 
Mrs.  Mullins  belongs,  goes  back  to  the  Domesday 
Book,  the  ancient  record  of  the  Grand  Inquest  or 
Survey  of  the  lands  of  England,  made  by  order  of 
William  the  Conqueror  in  1086.  Arthur  Bostwick, 
who  was  baptized  in  Tarporley,  Cheshire  County, 
England,  on  December  22,  1603,  was  the  American 
progenitor  of  the  family.  The  time  of  his  arrival  in 
the  colonies  is  not  definitely  known,  but  his  name 
appears  in  a  list  of  landed  proprietors  in  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  in  1651.  Samuel  B.  Orcutt  in  his  “His¬ 
tory  of  Stratford,”  names  him  as  one  of  the  first 
seventeen  settlers.  He  also  gives  a  map,  prepared 
from  a  careful  study  of  the  land  records  of  the  town, 
as  laid  out  in  1639,  and  it  shows  Arthur  Bostwick 
as  occupying  one  of  the  original  town  lots.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  in  Tarporley,  January  8,  1627-28,  Jane 
Whittel.  It  is  thought  she  died  in  England.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  in  this  country,  Ellen  Johnson,  a 
widow.  The  children  by  his  first  wife  included  John, 
the  youngest. 

(II)  John  Bostwick,  son  of  Arthur  and  Jane 
(Whittel)  Bostwick,  was  born  in  England  and  bap¬ 
tized  October  18,  1638  in  St.  Helen’s  Church,  Tar¬ 
porley;  he  died  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  prior  to 
December  11,  1688,  the  day  on  which  his  widow 
petitioned  for  a  settlement.  He  received  the  entire 
estate  bequeathed  by  his  father,  and  acquired  more 
property  by  the  subsequent  division  of  town  lands. 
He  married,  in  Stratford,  about  1665,  Mary  Brins- 
mead,  born  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  July  24, 
1640,  died  in  Stratford  in  December,  1704.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Carter)  Brinsmead. 

(III)  John  (2)  Bostwick,  only  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Brinsmead)  Bostwick,  was  born  in  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  May  4,  1667.  He  went  from  Stratford 
to  Derby,  Connecticut,  and  later  to  New  Milford  in 
1707,  where  he  was  the  second  settler  of  the  town. 
His  first  deed  of  land,  dated  December  2,  1707, 
speaks  of  him  as  “late  of  Derby.”  The  town  records 
show  that  he  was  elected  to  fill  many  offices.  He 
married,  in  Stratford,  about  1687,  Abigail  Walker, 
born  in  Stratford  about  April,  1672-73,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Abigail  Walker.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Bostwick,  third  child  of  John  (2) 
and  Abigail  (Walker)  Bostwick,  was  born  in  Strat¬ 
ford  in  1693,  and  died  in  Brookfield,  Connecticut,  in 
1753-54.  He  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  Danbury 
Militia  Company,  his  commission  being  dated  in 
October,  1743.  He  married  in  New  Milford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  April  11,  1717,  Rebecca  Bunnell,  born  in 
Stratford  in  March,  1701,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Bunnell. 

(V)  Edmund  Bostwick,  the  sixth  child  of  Eben- 
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ezer  and  Rebecca  (Bunnell)  Bostvvick,  was  born  in 
Brookfield,  Connecticut,  September  13,  1732,  died  in 
Rootstown,  Ohio,  February  20,  1816.  In  1788  he  re¬ 
moved  from  New  Milford  to  Hinesburgh,  Vermont, 
and  in  1795  built  a  factory  for  making  brown  earthen¬ 
ware,  an  enterprise  he  conducted  for  about  ten  years. 
In  1805  he  left  Hinesburgh  and  moved  to  Roots¬ 
town,  Ohio.  He  married,  in  New  Milford,  Connect¬ 
icut,  September  3,  1754,  Mercy  Ruggles,  who  was 
born  in  New  Milford,  March  10,  1731-32  and  died  in 
Rootstown  January  21,  1822.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Captain  Joseph  and  Rachel  (Tolls)  Ruggles. 

(VI)  Salmon  Bostwick,  third  child  of  Edmund 
and  Mercy  (Ruggles)  Bostwick,  was  born  in  New 
Milford,  May  7,  1758,  died  in  Greenbush,  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York,  January  1,  1814.  He  married, 
in  New  Milford,  June  22,  1788,  Amy  Warner,  born 
in  New  Milford,  October  29,  1769,  died  in  Laurens, 
New  York,  in  May,  1837,  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Eunice  (Camp)  Warner. 

(VII)  Salmon  Edmund  Bostwick,  fourth  child  of 
Salmon  and  Amy  (Warner)  Bostwick,  was  born  in 
Greenbush,  New  York,  December  6,  1799,  died  in 
Laurens,  New  York,  January  31,  1839.  He  married, 
in  Winchester,  New  Hampshire,  December  13,  1829, 
Weltha  Crossman  Dean,-  born  January  27,  1807,  died 
in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  January  11,  1897,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abiathar  and  Freelove  (Hawkins)  Dean. 

(VIII)  Hiram  Warner  Bostwick,  second  child  of 
Salmon  Edmund  and  Weltha  Crossman  (Dean) 
Bostwick,  was  born  in  Laurens,  New  York,  June 
8,  1835.  He  married,  in  Corning,  New  York,  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1865,  Mary  Louise  Johnson,  born  in  Corning, 
February  8,  1840,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  A. 
Johnson  and  Mary  (Birdsall)  Johnson,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Elizabeth 
Johnson,  of  whom  further.  2.  Louise  Helen,  born 
September  22,  1869.  3.  William  Brough,  born  June 
29,  1871. 

(IX)  Elizabeth  Johnson  Bostwick,  daughter  of 
Hiram  Warner  and  Mary  Louise  (Johnson)  Bost¬ 
wick,  was  born  on  March  30,  1867.  Her  life  in  this 
community  has  been  rich  in  public  service  and  in 
recognition  of  its  enduring  value  to  the  community 
she  was  awarded  the  bronze  medal,  given  by  the 
Kiwanis  Club  for  useful  citizenship,  in  1924.  Mrs. 
Mullins  was  president  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Franklin  Hospital  from  1903  to  1917,  playing 
an  important  part  in  the  success  of  this  institution, 
and  at  the  time  of  its  opening  furnished  a  children’s 
ward.  She  was  regent  of  the  local  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  served  as 
chairman  for  a  number  of  years  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  established 
for  the  State  Health  Department  a  free  baby  clinic 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Franklin  Chapter,  Amer¬ 
ican  Red  Cross,  in  1921.  Mrs.  Mullins  had  continued 
the  clinic  until  the  present  time.  During  the  period 
of  the  World  War  she  served  faithfully  in  her  coun¬ 
try’s  cause  in  the  various  organized  community 
movements.  In  1920  she  accepted  the  presidency  of 
the  Franklin  Library  which  she  has  since  held,  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  library.  Mrs.  Mullins  is 
a  member  of  the  Wednesday  Club  and  the  Wanango 
Country  Club,  and  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
has  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Franklin  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce.  In  religious  faith  she  is  an  Epis¬ 
copalian. 

On  November  28,  1888,  in  St.  John’s  Church, 
Franklin,  Elizabeth  Johnson  Bostwick  was  married 
to  William  James  Mullins  (see  Mullins  II).  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1. 


Marjorie,  born  September  16,  1890.  2.  Louise  Ann, 
born  July  26,  1894,  married  Dr.  A.  C.  Thomp¬ 
son,  October  2,  1915.  They  have  two  sons:  A.  C. 
Thompson,  Jr.,  born  October  26,  1921,  and  William 
Mullins  Thompson,  born  October  23,  1926.  3.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Allison,  born  November  21,  1899,  married, 
December  8,  1923,  Edward  E.  Koos,  Jr.,' who  died 
October  3,  1925.  They  were  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Carolyn  Allison  Koos,  born  November  13, 
1924.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Johnson  (Bostwick)  Mullins 
resides  at  No.  307  South  Park  Street,  Franklin. 


ROY  A.  BAUM — One  of  the  men  prominent  in 
the  professional  circles  of  Oil  City,  Venango  County, 
of  which  he  has  been  a  resident  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  Roy  A.  Baum  has  had  more  to  do  with  the 
direction  of  the  destinies  of  its  youth  than  any  other 
one  man,  as  teacher,  principal  of  the  high  school, 
and  present  superintendent  of  schools.  A  scion  of  an 
old  up-State  New  York  family,  a  student  and  a 
scholar  with  a  genuine  love  of  the  teaching  profes¬ 
sion,  he  came  to  Oil  City  as  a  young  man  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century  to  be  the  professor 
of  physics  in  the  high  school.  In  a  period  when 
instruction  in  any  subject  was  more  or  less  formal¬ 
ized,  Professor  Baum  taught  his  science  in  a  simple, 
direct,  almost  conversational  fashion  which  put  him 
at  once  in  sympathy  with  his  class,  and  won  their 
affection  as  well  as  respect.  He  was  a  master  of 
physics  as  he  came  to  be  of  other  subjects,  and  he 
might  have  gone  far  in  the  commercial  aspects  of 
this  science  had  he  not  been  wedded  to  instruction 
as  a  profession.  His  skill  as  a  teacher  somewhat 
overshadowed  his  gift  of  administration,  and  delayed, 
rather  than  forwarded  his  elevation  to  a  principal- 
ship  and  a  superintendency. 

Roy  A.  Baum  was  born  in  Marathon,  Cortland 
County,  New  York,  June  9,  1873,  a  son  of  Oliver  and 
Ellen  (Terry)  Baum.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  community,  and  ma¬ 
triculated  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts.  After  graduation  from  College  he 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  New 
York  State,  continuing  in  classroom  work  for  some 
time.  In  1900  he  came  to  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania, 
and  taught  physics  in  the  senior  high  school,  and  in 
1914  he  was  made  principal  of  the  junior  high  school, 
Oil  City.  This  office  he  held  for  eleven  years,  or 
until  1925,  when  he  was  advanced  to  that  of  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Baum  has  jurisdiction  over  ten  graded  schools 
and  three  high  schools,  whose  membership  averages 
more  than  4,500  pupils.  His  ambition  is  to  modernize 
these  schools  in  every  respect;  to  consolidate  sev¬ 
eral  of  them  for  the  more  efficient  work  thereby 
made  possible,  for  he  realizes  as  most  do  not,  that 
there  is  duplication  of  efforts  which  should  be  elimi¬ 
nated,  that  there  are  expenditures  of  funds  for  pur¬ 
poses  which  advance  but  little  the  educational  facil¬ 
ities  of  the  schools.  He  has  not  permitted  his  pro¬ 
fessional  views  to  become  set  or  out-of-date  and  has 
prevented  the  affairs  of  his  system  to  get  into  ruts 
or  drag  behind  in  the  normal  advance  which  educa¬ 
tional  has  made. 

Professor  Baum  is  a  versatile  man,  interested  in 
many  things.  He  exemplifies,  as  few  men  do,  the 
spirit  of  unconscious  sacrifice.  He  will  give  gener¬ 
ously  of  his  time  and  means  to  any  forward-looking 
cause  or  movement.  The  unfortunate  never  appeal 
to  him  in  vain.  He  is  just  and  sane  and  kindly  in 
the  treatment  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
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has  many  friends,  and  is  a  recognized  constructive 
influence  and  force  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  Oil  City.  In  his  fraternal  affiliations  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  a 
member  of  all  its  bodies  and  having  passed  through 
all  of  its  chairs.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose,  and  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club. 
In  connection  with  his  profession,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  and  the  National 
Education  associations.  His  religious  preference  is 
with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Roy  A.  Baum,  in  1920,  married  Cora  L.  Roth,  of 
Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  reside  in  Oil 
City. 


JOHN  SEBASTIAN  — The  successful  business 
career  of  the  late  John  Sebastian  stands  as  an  impres¬ 
sive  monument  to  his  many  fine  qualities  of  the 
mind  and  the  heart.  Leaving  school  early  in  life  and 
going  to  work  to  help  his  parents,  he  started  his 
career  without  the  help  of  others  and  yet  quickly 
became  a  well-known  and  highly  respected  business 
man,  at  an  age  when  most  young  men  have  not  yet 
assumed  business  responsibilities.  Untiring  energy 
and  industry  enabled  him  to  extend  his  success  and 
to  build  up  a  large  and  prosperous  business.  Thus 
he  contributed  his  full  share  to  the  development  and 
prosperity  of  Erie,  his  home  and  the  center  of  his 
business  activities  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  and  here,  where  he  was  best  known,  he  always 
enjoyed  an  unblemished  reputation  and  gained  the 
good-will  and  trust  of  all  who  came  into  contact  with 
him. 

John  Sebastian  was  born  at  Fairview,  Erie  County, 
August  2,  1868,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  Sebastian. 
His  father  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Sebastian  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
which,  however,  he  attended  only  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old.  At  that  time  it  became  necessary  for  him 
to  begin  working  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  his  family.  When  he  was  only  nineteen  years 
old,  Mr.  Sebastian  established  a  meat  market  at 
Girard.  Three  years  later,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  moved  to  Erie.  He  met  with  marked  success 
from  the  beginning  and  before  long  he  opened  sev¬ 
eral  other  meat  markets  in  different  sections  of  the 
city.  He  continued  to  operate  these  establishments 
successfully  for  a  period  of  about  eight  years.  His 
last  meat  market  was  located  at  No.  412  West 
Eighteenth  Street,  and  he  conducted  this  establish¬ 
ment  very  successfully  for  several  years.  When  he 
sold  the  business,  he  retained  the  ownership  of  the 
building  and  there  established  the  Erie  Produce 
Company,  of  which  he  became  president.  He  con¬ 
tinued  as  the  head  of  this  firm  until  his  death  in 
1925.  Very  energetic  and  industrious,  Mr.  Sebas¬ 
tian  built  up  this  business  to  one  of  the  leading  estab¬ 
lishments  of  its  type  in  Erie.  He  was  held  in  high 
esteem  because  of  his  honesty  and  of  his  fine  repu¬ 
tation  for  fair  dealing.  The  management  of  the 
Erie  Produce  Company  always  was  a  very  important 
interest  for  Mr.  Sebastian,  but  he  also  acted  as 
executor  of  an  important  estate  in  Fairview  and 
looked  after  the  management  of  other  property  in 
Erie  owned  by  him,  including  four  stores  and  flats 
on  Peach  Street.  In  politics  Mr.  Sebastian  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while 
his  religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent 
-Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Protected  Home 
Circle. 

Mr.  Sebastian  married  at  Erie,  in  March,  1896, 


Emma  M.  Felbinger,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Louise 
Felbinger.  Mrs.  Sebastian’s  father  was  a  well- 
known  harness  manufacturer  and  at  one  time  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Erie  Board  of  Education.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sebastian  had  no  children.  Since  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death  Mrs.  Sebastian  has  continued  to  make 
her  home  in  Erie,  her  residence  being  located  at 
No.  412  West  Eighteenth  Street. 

At  his  home  in  Erie,  John  Sebastian  died  on  De¬ 
cember  16,  1925.  His  death  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  fifty-seven  years  came  as  a  distinct 
shock  and  caused  widespread  regret  amongst  his 
many  friends.  In  his  quiet  way  Mr.  Sebastian  had 
shown  himself  consistently  to  be  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  always  eager  to  do  his  full  share  in  further¬ 
ing  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and  in  advancing  its  best 
interests.  Quite  properly  he  enjoyed  the  liking,  re¬ 
spect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  those 
who  had  the  privilege  of  enjoying  his  acquaintance 
or  his  friendship  will  always  remember  him. 


GEORGE  BRENTON  RICHARDSON— The 

times  demand  not  only  ambition,  energy  and  ability 
of  the  man  of  public  affairs  and  private  enterprise, 
but  also  that  he  have  vision  and  a  humanitarian 
spirit.  These  qualifications,  coupled  with  honesty  of 
purpose  and  the  determination  to  succeed,  account 
for  the  position  attained  among  his  people  by  the 
late  George  Brenton  Richardson,  late  of  Edenburg, 
Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  more  than  half- 
century  that  he  was  a  resident  of  that  community, 
he  gave  upward  of  three  decades  in  the  service  of  a 
mercantile  house,  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  for 
two  terms,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  passing,  was  a 
member  of  the  Sloan  &  Richardson  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany. 

John  H.  Richardson,  father  of  George  Brenton, 
was  a  farmer.  He  married  Elizabeth  Thompson,  and 
both  are  now  deceased. 

George  Brenton  Richardson,  son  of  James  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Thompson)  Richardson,  was  born  in 
Ashland  Township,  Clarion  County,  February  23, 
1864.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  borough  of  Edenburg  and  at  Duff  College 
in  Pittsburgh.  In  his  youth  he  came  to  Edenburg  to 
make  his  home,  and  here  he  joined  the  staff  of  the 
P.  F.  Kribbs  mercantile  establishment.  During  the 
thirty-two  years  that  he  maintained  this  connection 
he  was  a  large  contributor  by  his  services  to  the 
financial  prosperity  of  the  business.  Always  a  man 
in  whom  the  utmost  reliance  could  be  placed,  he 
also  possessed  qualities  that  rendered  him  a  valued 
man  in  any  position,  especially  in  a  place  where  he 
was  to  meet  the  public.  He  was  an  excellent  contact 
man,  a  drawing  card  and  a  lively  asset  for  the  Kribbs 
house,  building  up  a  fine  line  of  customers,  most  of 
whom  continued  their  patronage  after  he  had  left 
the  store. 

In  political  alliance  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Richardson 
always  purposed  to  serve  his  party  with  fidelity. 
How  well  he  did  so  is  a  matter  of  record  with  his 
organization  in  the  township  of  Knox  and  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Edenburg.  His  party  was  in  executive  control 
of  the  government  at  Washington  when  he  became 
a  candidate  for  postmaster.  His  bid  and  the  sup¬ 
port  of  his  friends  for  the  office  met  with  favor  at 
the  White  House,  and  his  nomination  was  confirmed 
by  the  Senate.  Not  long  after  he  was  installed  in 
office  there  were  indications  that  he  would  be  one  of 
the  best  and  most  efficient  postmasters  the  commu¬ 
nity  had  known.  These  forecasts  he  soon  translated 
into  facts.  The  service  improved  appreciably,  the 
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patrons  began  to  sense  an  atmosphere  of  cordiality 
and  friendliness  about  the  office  that  made  their 
visits  a  thing  of  pleasure.  This  situation  was  aided 
by  the  members  of  the  staff,  who  were  quick  to  per¬ 
ceive  their  chief  was  intent  on  preserving  a  policy 
of  cooperation  between  the  Post  Office  Department 
and  the  public.  So  acceptably  did  he  administer  the 
office  for  his  first  term,  there  was  a  well-nigh  univer¬ 
sal  demand  for  his  reappointment.  During  his  sec¬ 
ond  term  he  consolidated  the  ground  he  had  earlier 
won,  and  went  on  to  better  things.  There  was 
genuine  regret  when,  in  an  exigency  of  politics,  an 
administration  of  the  opposite  party  appointed  one 
of  its  own  as  his  successor.  He  afterwards  helped 
organize  the  firm  of  Sloan  &  Richardson  Insurance 
Company,  which  was  accorded  the  favor  of  a  large 
following  of  clients,  and  has  been  highly  regarded 
for  the  integrity  of  its  principles. 

Mr.  Richardson  had  great  pleasure  in  his  various 
memberships  in  organizations.  He  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Knox  Commu¬ 
nity  Club  and  the  Country  Club,  of  which  latter 
organization  he  was  secretary.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Edenburg, 
which  he  served  as  elder  for  seven  years,  and  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

George  Brenton  Richardson  married,  in  1890,  Ella 
May  Yates,  daughter  of  William  and  Carolina  Yates, 
her  father  a  lumberman  and  oil  producer.  He  served 
in  the  Civil  War  as  a  private  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  An- 
dersonville  Prison.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  are:  1.  Eugene,  of  Hollywood,  Cali¬ 
fornia.  2.  Leo,  of  Knox.  3.  Fred,  who  resides  in 
Knox.  4.  Carolyn,  married  Carl  Huffman,  of  Har¬ 
vard,  Illinois. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Richardson  occurred  on  May  1, 
1930;  he  was  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  He  was  a 
man  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 


SHERMAN  RUSSELL  ROBERTS— Active  in 
different  branches  of  business  and  civic  life  in 
Waynesburg  and  Greene  County,  (Sherman)  Rus¬ 
sell  Roberts,  a  native  and  practically  all  his  life  a 
resident  of  this  county,  is  now  serving  as  county 
clerk  of  courts.  His  labors  and  achievements  have 
placed  him  high  in  the  regard  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens;  and  his  position  is  as  a  result,  one 
of  distinct  leadership  among  them. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  born  at  Pine  Bank,  Greene 
County,  on  June  8,  1891,  son  of  John  and  Alice 
(Gregg)  Roberts.  His  father  was  born  in  Pine 
Bank,  Gilmore  Township,  Greene  County,  in  1859, 
and  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  until  his  death,  on 
October  5,  1930.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Alice  (Gregg) 
Roberts,  was  likewise  born  in  Greene  County;  and 
she  still  makes  her  home  in  Waynesburg,  where  she 
is  a  tipstaff  in  the  court,  being  the  first  and  only 
woman  ever  appointed  to  this  position.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  had  five  children,  all  living:  Goldie,  Arthur, 
Crawford,  Ethel  and  Sherman  Russell  Roberts,  the 
subject  of  this  article. 

In  the  schools  of  Gilmore  Township,  his  native 
district,  Mr.  Roberts  received  his  early  education; 
and  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  For  four  years  he  served  as  clerk  in 
a  clothing  store  in  Waynesburg;  and  then  he  was  for 
three  years  a  ticket  agent  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company,  stationed  at  Washington,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  These  positions  furnished  him  with  an  ex¬ 
perience  and  background  that  were  invaluable  to 


him  in  his  future  work;  but  he  was  yet  to  have 
ether  business  affiliations  before  assuming  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  clerk  of  courts.  For  five  years  he  served  as 
manager  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Tea  store,  in 
Waynesburg;  and  for  a  year  he  was  agent  for  the 
State  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Thoroughly  acquainted,  by  virtue  of  this  experi¬ 
ence,  with  Greene  County  and  its  people  and  institu¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Roberts  became  thus  fitted  for  his  present 
work  as  clerk  of  court.  It  was  in  1928  that  he  was 
first  elected  by  the  people  of  the  county  to  this  office; 
and  so  faithfully  and  effectively  did  he  perform  his 
duties  that,  in  1931,  he  was  reelected. 

Plis  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic 
party,  of  whose  policies  and  principles  he  has  been 
a  constant  supporter  and  on  whose  ticket  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  public  office.  In  fraternal 
groups,  too,  he  has  been  a  leader  in  his  community, 
being  especially  active  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  In  this  order  he  is  affiliated  with 
Lodge  No.  469,  in  Waynesburg,  and  with  Encamp¬ 
ment  No.  1 1 9,  also  in  this  city.  Mr.  Roberts,  in 
addition  to  his  numerous  other  affiliations,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  For  ten  years  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  Waynes¬ 
burg  Church  of  his  denomination.  A  man  of  many 
interests  and  great  versatility,  he  has  given  his  best 
energies  to  every  enterprise  with  which  he  has  asso¬ 
ciated  himself.  In  his  leisure  time,  Mr.  Roberts  is 
fond  of  outdoor  recreational  pursuits,  notably  hunt¬ 
ing. 

Mr.  Roberts  married,  on  April  14,  1917,  Hester 
L.  King,  of  Mannington,  West  Virginia,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Glover)  King.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  were  four  children:  1.  Ethel  Irene,  born 
on  March  10,  1918.  2.  Roy  Laird,  born  October  13, 
1919.  3.  Rolland  Boyd,  born  August  14,  1924.  4. 
Wanda  Joyce,  born  on  November  16,  1928. 


ARTHUR  B.  LITZ — A  journalist  and  printer  of 
some  thirty-five  years’  experience,  Arthur  B.  Litz 
always  places  the  story  of  the  newspaper  with  which 
he  is  connected  before  a  tale  of  his  own  life.  Since 
early  in  1926  he  has  been  part  owner  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  “Hollidaysburg  Register.”  This 
paper  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  paper 
in  Blair  County  in  point  of  continuous  existence, 
having  been  founded  in  1836  by  the  partnership  con¬ 
cern  of  Scott  and  Gray,  with  whom  John  Penn  Jones 
became  associated  a  short  while  later.  In  1868  David 
Over,  prominent  in  Pennsylvania  newspaper  work, 
purchased  the  “Hollidaysburg  Register”  and  directed 
its  destinies  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1900. 
In  1884,  his  son,  Frank  J.  Over,  for  many  terms 
postmaster  of  the  city,  became  associated  with  his 
father  on  the  “Register”  and  edited  it  until  his  death 
on  December  29,  1931.  The  paper  is  now  owned  by 
the  Register  Printing  Company,  Arthur  B.  Litz, 
general  manager.  It  is  a  weekly  publication,  issued 
on  Thursday  and  has  a  circulation  of  about  2,500. 
It  has  always  been  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
great  influence  upon  the  political  and  other  affairs  of 
the  county. 

Arthur  B.  Litz  was  born  in  Lawrence  Township, 
Clearfield  County,  July  12,  1876,  a  son  of  William 
and  Mary  Jane  (Hogue)  Litz,  of  Lawrence  Town¬ 
ship.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  the  county,  was 
born  February  22,  1851,  and  died  in  1921.  He  was  a 
lumberman  for  most  of  his  life.  His  mother  was  born 
in  Illinois  in  1865  and  died  in  1919.  The  district 
schools  of  the  county  provided  Arthur  B.  Litz  with 
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the  rudiments  of  his  education,  and  were  soon  left 
behind  in  the  endeavor  to  make  a  livelihood.  Until 
he  was  twenty,  Mr.  Litz  worked  with  his  father,  but 
he  quit  lumbering  then  to  go  to  work  with  the 
“Public  Spirit,”  of  Clearfield.  Here,  during  the  fol¬ 
lowing  three  years  and  a  half,  he  learned  the  printer’s 
trade  which  involved,  in  his  case,  everything  from 
setting  type  to  writing  an  editorial.  Until  1917  he 
was  a  journeyman  printer  going  whenever  and  wher¬ 
ever  the  impulse  moved  him,  managing  to  accumu¬ 
late  a  vast  amount  of  knowledge  of  printing  and 
newspaper  work.  In  1917  he  established  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Printing  Company,  at  DuBois,  which  he  ran 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  went  with 
the  Smith  Printing  Company  of  Williamsport.  He 
remained  here  but  a  short  time  before  leaving  for 
Bradford,  to  become  associated  with  the  McCourt 
Label  Company  with  which  he  was  employed  until 
1922.  Altoona,  and  the  Dunmire  Printing  Company 
were  the  scene  of  his  next  labors  over  a  period  of 
four  years.  In  1926  he  purchased  a  working  inter¬ 
est  in  the  “Hollidaysburg  Register,”  and  became  its 
general  manager,  which  office  he  has  held  since  then 
The  passing  away  of  Mr.  Over,  after  almost  half  a 
century’s  connection  with  the  paper  and  plant,  has 
thrown  greater  responsibilities  and  work  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Litz,  although,  Frank  Over,  was 
nearly  seventy-five  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1931, 
and  had  played  only  an  inactive  role  in  the  affairs 
of  the  company,  even  before  the  coming  of  Mr. 
Litz  as  its  manager. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  Mr.  Litz  is 
Republican  in  his  politics,  and  carries  out  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  “Register.”  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  Lodge  No.  349,  of  DuBois,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  with  Lodge  No.  25, 
of  Tyrone,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  the  Hollidaysburg 
Club.  Religiously  his  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  being  a  member  of  Trinity  Church  of  the  city. 

In  1922,  Mr.  Litz  married  Mae  Dougherty,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Dougherty. 


CHRISTIAN  WILLIAM  UHDEY— During  his 
long  residence  in  Warren,  covering  almost  half  a 
century,  the  late  Christian  William  Uhdey  won  such 
a  fine  reputation,  both  as  a  business  man  and  as  a 
citizen,  that  he  was  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  representative,  most  public-spirited  and  most 
useful  residents  of  this  city.  His  ability  and  integrity 
brought  him  well-deserved  material  success  in  his 
chosen  work  as  a  building  contractor,  while  his  many 
fine  qualities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart  gained  for 
him  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

Christian  William  Uhdey  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  in  1854,  coming  to  this  country  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years.  Early  in  life  he  learned  the  brick¬ 
laying  and  stone  mason’s  trade,  soon  developing 
into  an  expert  in  this  line  of  work.  He  assisted  in 
the  erection  of  the  State  Hospital  at  North  Warren 
and  later  engaged  in  the  contracting  business.  Many 
of  the  most  prominent  structures  in  Warren  are 
monuments  to  his  genius  and  vision.  Chief  among 
these  structures  is  the  Warren  High  School  build¬ 
ing.  He  also  was  supervisor  for  the  Warren  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  while  the  large  building  at  the  corner 
of  Second  Avenue  and  Liberty  Street  was  under 
construction.  Several  years  before  his  death,  after 
a  long  and  active  business  career,  Mr.  Uhdey  retired, 
but  he  always  retained  his  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and  his  good  counsel  was  frequently  sought  by  offi¬ 


cials  and  business  men  when  the  assistance  and 
advice  of  one  eminently  qualified  to  give  it  was 
demanded.  Mr.  Uhdey  was  a  member  of  North 
Star  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Warren 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Warren  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  and  the  Conewango  Club.  His 
religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  more  particularly  with  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Warren,  in  the  work  of  which  he  always 
took  a  deep  and  helpful  interest,  devoting  his  time 
and  energy  to  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Uhdey  married,  November  18,  1880,  Celia 
Walkerman,  of  Warren,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Katherine  Walkerman.  Mrs.  Uhdey’s  father  was  for 
forty-six  years  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad.  He  retired  at  the  age  of  seventy 
with  a  pension  and  was  then  elected  associate  judge, 
continuing  to  serve  very  capably  in  this  office  until 
his  death  in  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uhdey  had  no 
children  of  their  own,  but  raised  two  nieces,  Miss 
Mina  Uhdey  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Lang,  a  resident  of 
Erie,  who  came  to  look  upon  their  uncle  and  aunt  as 
their  parents. 

At  his  home  on  Poplar  Street,  Warren,  Christian 
William  Uhdey  died  suddenly  from  heart  failure  on 
September  22,  1923.  Though  his  health  had  not  been 
very  good  for  some  time  prior  to  his  death,  he  passed 
away  with  unexpected  suddenness.  Funeral  services 
for  Mr.  Uhdey  were  held  at  his  late  home  and  were 
attended  by  many  of  his  friends  and  fellow-citizens. 
At  their  conclusion  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oakland 
Cemetery. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Uhdey  caused  sincere  and  wide¬ 
spread  regret  throughout  the  city  of  Warren.  It 
brought  to  his  family  many  expressions  of  sympathy 
at  his  passing  away  and  of  admiration  of  his  life, 
character  and  achievements.  Similar  sentiments  were 
also  expressed  in  the  local  newspapers,  of  which  the 
following  eloquent  tribute  was  typical: 

There  were  many  things  about  the  life  of  the  late 
Mr.  Uhdey  that  endeared  him  to  his  neighbor  and  fel¬ 
low-man.  Truthfully  it  could  be  said  of  him  that  he 
was  honest  to  a  fault.  One  never  needed  to  speculate 
as  to  where  he  stood  on  any  question  that  he  might  be 
discussing,  for  he  was  outspoken  and  truthful.  To 
know  “Chris”  Uhdey  was  to  know  what  he  thought, 
for  he  was  not  the  kind  to  say  one  thing  and  mean 
another.  The  passing  of  Mr.  Uhdey  removes  a  citizen 
that  the  community  can  ill  afford  to  lose.  He  was  ever 
proud  of  the  town  of  his  adoption  and  never  missed  an 
opportunity  to  work  for  its  best  interests. 


JAMES  ALEXANDER  SEAMAN  —  Business 
life  and  public  office  have  alike  furnished  James 
Alexander  Seaman  an  opportunity  for  helpful  serv¬ 
ice  to  his  fellowmen.  His  is  a  position  of  real  leader¬ 
ship  among  all  who  know  him  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is  a 
native  son;  and,  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  he  per¬ 
forms  faithfully  and  effectively  his  duties  as  a  keeper 
of  order  and  a  stern  defiant  of  lawlessness. 

Mr.  Seaman  was  born  on  October  7,  1873,  in 
Washington,  son  of  John  W.  and  Louise  (Mills) 
Seaman.  His  father  was  born  in  1841  in  Washing¬ 
ton  and  was  for  many  years  a  merchant  here;  about 
1892  he  became  prothonotary  of  Washington  County 
and  so  continued  for  four  years.  He  died  on  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1915.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Louise  (Mills) 
Seaman,  was  also  a  native  of  Washington;  and  she 
died  in  September,  1898.  There  were  by  their  mar¬ 
riage  seven  children  in  all,  six  of  whom  are  living. 

One  of  these  six  is  James  Alexander  Seaman, 
whose  name  heads  this  review.  He  early  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Washington;  and  afterward, 
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he  matriculated  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  where  he  was  a  student  for  two  years.  He 
then  became  associated  with  his  father,  John  W. 
Seaman,  in  the  retail  hardware  business,  so  continu¬ 
ing  thereafter  for  about  twenty  years.  His  work 
was  interrupted  by  a  period  of  service  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  after  which  he  returned  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  once  more  worked  with  his  father.  The  two 
continued  their  joint  business  operations  until  the 
death  of  the  elder  man  in  1915,  when  the  enterprise 
was  sold. 

After  the  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the 
younger  Mr.  Seaman  turned  to  other  commercial 
fields  and  was  variously  employed  for  a  time,  until 
he  became  associated  with  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Highway  Department,  with  quarters  in  Washington. 
Here  he  continued  for  about  three  years,  serving  in 
the  accounting  branch  of  the  organization.  In  1922 
he  was  made  deputy  sheriff  of  Washington  County, 
so  serving  under  Otto  Llewellyn,  then  the  sheriff. 
After  three  years  of  service,  so  faithfully  had  he 
fulfilled  his  duties  that,  in  1925,  he  was  retained  as 
deputy  by  Ody  C.  Abbott,  the  next  sheriff.  He  held 
the  deputy’s  office  until  1930,  when  he  was  himself 
elected  by  the  people  of  this  county  to  the  office  of 
sheriff.  He  won  that  election  as  a  candidate  on  the 
Republican  ticket;  and  he  has  been,  in  his  political 
views,  a  consistent  supporter  of  this  party.  In  1904 
he  became  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  South  Strabane 
Township,  and  so  continued  until  1909. 

Quite  aside  from  his  business  and  public  endeavors, 
which  have  been  many  and  useful,  Mr.  Seaman  has 
been  a  leader  in  civic,  social  and  fraternal  life.  He 
is  a  member  of  several  organizations  that  lead  in 
civic  affairs^  in  Washington  and  in  this  county.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  in  the  Elks, 
his  connection  is  with  Washington  Lodge  No.  776. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

James  Alexander  Seaman  married,  in  1903,  Mary 
O’Neil,  of  Cumberland,  Maryland,  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Margaret  O’Neil.  By  this  marriage  there 
has  been  one  daughter,  Margaret,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Seaman)  Myers,  of  Washington,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  She  is  herself  the  mother  of  two  children; 
and  her  father  is  very  proud,  indeed,  of  these  grand¬ 
children,  James  Edward  Myers  and  John  Seaman 
Myers  by  name. 

During  the  Spanish- American  War  period,  James 
Alexander  Seaman  served  with  the  10th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  Philippines,  where 
he  was  a  non-commissioned  officer.  He  saw  sixteen 
months  of  active  service  during  that  conflict,  the  only 
period  in  which  he  Was  called  away  from  his  work 
here. 


CHARLES  S.  HETRICK— The  fact  that  Mr. 
Hetrick  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  city  clerk 
of  Oil  City  is  indicative  of  how  completely  he  has 
won  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  This  is 
only  as  it  should  be,  for  Mr.  Hetrick  has  shown 
himself  in  this  position,  as  well  as  in  several  other 
public  offices  held  by  him,  as  an  exceptionally  able, 
efficient  and  conscientious  public  official.  His  con¬ 
tributions  to  civic  progress  and  to  the  advancement 
of  the  community’s  welfare  have  been  many  and  of 
lasting  value.  His  position  in  the  community  is  one 
of  importance  and  influence  and  he  has  long  been 
regarded  as  one  of  Oil  City’s  most  representative  and 
most  public-spirited  citizens. 


Charles  S.  Hetrick  was  born  at  Summerville, 
Pennsylvania,  April  15  1896,  a  son  of  Harry  D.  and 
Emma  Rosella  (Plyler)  Hetrick.  His  family  is  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Hetrick’s  paternal  grandfather,  the 
late  Martin  J.  Hetrick,  was  for  many  years  a  black¬ 
smith  at  Summerville.  He  was  a  very  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  head 
of  a  family  of  six  children:  Elizabeth,  Catherine, 
Jennie,  William,  Albert  and  Harry  D.  The  last- 
named,  Mr.  Hetrick’s  father,  has  been  connected 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  system  for  the  past 
thirty-one  years  as  an  engineer  and  is  still  active. 
He  had  ten  children:  1.  Zora.  2.  Nora.  3.  Twila.  4. 
Charles  S.,  of  whom  further.  5.  Allen,  a  dairy  farmer 
of  Franklin,  Massachusetts.  6.  Mary.  7.  Marion,  a 
salesman  for  a  well-known  Pittsburgh  manufactur¬ 
ing  concern.  8.  and  9.  Emily  and  Nellie,  twins.  10. 
Hazel,  now  deceased. 

Charles  S.  Hetrick  was  educated  at  DuBois,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  later  also  took  a  correspondence  with 
the  LaSalle  Extension  University.  His  first  posi¬ 
tion  was  that  of  weighmaster  for  the  Cascade  Coal 
and  Coke  Company  at  Tyler,  Pennsylvania.  He  then 
went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  for  some  time  was 
employed  there  as  an  accountant.  Returning  then 
to  Pennsylvania,  he  became  connected  as  an  ac¬ 
countant  with  the  National  Transit  Pump  and  Ma¬ 
chine  Company  of  Oil  City.  Later  he  was  employed 
in  a  similar  capacity  with  the  Lfiiited  Natural  Gas 
Company.  In  May,  1917,  Mr.  Hetrick  entered  the 
United  States  Army,  but  soon  afterwards  was  re¬ 
jected  for  active  military  service.  However,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1918,  he  was  accepted  for  service  with  the 
tank  corps.  Soon  after  that  he  was  transferred  to 
the  draft  board  in  Oil  City.  Later  he  served  with 
an  infantry  regiment  at  Camp  Dix.  He  received  his 
honorable  discharge  from  active  military  service  in 
April,  1919,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  Oil  City 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Citizens  Light  and 
Power  Company.  He  continued  with  this  concern 
until  1920,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  present  posi¬ 
tion,  that  of  city  clerk.  While  completing  his  third 
term  in  that  office,  in  the  fall  of  1931,  he  was  a 
candidate  for  reelection.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the 
local  civil  service  commission,  secretary  of  the  city 
council  of  Oil  City  and  the  Oil  City  Board  of  Health, 
and  purchasing  agent  for  Oil  City.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Legion,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  more  particularly  with 
Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Oil  City. 
Mr.  Hetrick  is  well  known  as  a  talented  musician. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  a  well-known  and  very 
successful  male  quartette  and  has  also  been  the 
baritone  soloist  in  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Franklin. 

Mr.  Hetrick  married,  November  24,  1919,  Mary 
Grace  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Harriett 
(Irwin)  Davis  of  Oil  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetrick, 
who  make  their  home  at  No.  153  East  Bissell  Ave¬ 
nue,  Oil  City,  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Harry 
Davis  Hetrick.  Mrs.  Hetrick,  like  her  husband,  is  a 
talented  musician  and  is  contralto  soloist  at  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Franklin.  She  has 
also  sung  as  a  soloist  in  Trinity  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  of  Oil  City,  holding  that  position  during 
1916-28.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Tuesday  Musical 
Club  and  the  Isabella  Thoburn  Society. 
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HARRY  E.  McANINCH — In  his  active  career 
at  St.  Marys,  Pennsylvania,  Harry  E.  McAninch  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the  town  and 
a  figure  of  prominence  in  its  general  life.  He  was 
the  principal  owner  and  manager  of  the  Central  Drug 
Company  here,  a  pharmacist  of  recognized  ability  and 
a  man  who  always  strove  to  render  to  his  community 
the  greatest  service  within  his  power. 

Mr.  McAninch  was  born  at  Brookville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  March  24,  1886,  a  son  of  George  A.  and 
Alma  McAninch.  His  father  is  a  retired  merchant. 
Following  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  and  high  school  of  Brook¬ 
ville,  Mr.  McAninch  entered  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
at  Philadelphia  in  preparation  for  his  chosen  career. 
After  his  graduation  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in 
a  Philadelphia  drug  store,  and  subsequently  became 
a  pharmacist  in  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania.  In  1912 
he  first  came  to  St.  Marys,  being  employed  in  the 
capacity  of  pharmacist  in  two  different  drug  stores 
here.  Mr.  McAninch  had  made  the  most  of  his  ex¬ 
perience  and  was  now  well  qualified  to  enter  business 
for  himself.  He  was  making  preparations  to  do  so, 
when  one  of  the  larger  and  more  prominent  drug 
store  sold  him  a  half  interest.  This  was  in  1919, 
and  Mr.  McAninch  remained  connected  with  the 
Central  Drug  Company  until  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1924.  At  that  time  he  was  its  principal  owner 
and  manager. 

During  his  more  than  twelve  years  of  residence 
at  St.  Marys  he  won  a  place  of  prominence  in  the 
community  life.  He  proved  himself  an  able  and  thor¬ 
oughly  dependable  business  man  whose  success  was 
based  on  the  merit  of  his  services  and  was  entirely 
deserved.  In  addition  he  took  an  active  part  in  civic 
and  social  affairs,  lending  his  support  to  all  worthy 
enterprises  in  the  public  interest.  Mr.  McAninch  was 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  although  he  never  cared 
to  seek  public  office  he  maintained  a  consistent  inter¬ 
est  in  all  civic  projects.  He  was  affiliated  frater¬ 
nally  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  Kiwanis  Club, 
and  was  also  a  member  of  the  St.  Marys  Rod  and 
Gun  Club  and  of  the  local  country  club.  When  the 
country  club  was  opened  he  was  given  the  honor  of 
driving  the  first  ball  on  its  golf  links.  Mr.  McAninch 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

On  September  9,  1916,  at  Brookville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Harry  E.  McAninch  married  Mayme  Cash- 
man,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Cashman.  Her 
father,  a  supervisor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
was  also  an  associate  judge  for  many  years.  Mrs. 
McAninch,  who  survives  her  husband,  continues 
her  residence  at  St.  Marys,  and  is  active  in  other 
phases  of  the  community  life.  Mr.  McAninch  was 
killed  accidentally  as  he  was  hunting  on  the  Kersey 
Road  near  St.  Marys  on  November  28,  1924.  His 
tragic  death,  when  he  was  hardly  yet  in  the  full 
prime  of  mature  manhood,  was  a  severe  shock  to  the 
community  which  had  come  to  know  him  so  well  and 
brought  forth  many  expressions  of  sorrow  and 
regret.  “Mac”  as  he  was  known  to  his  legion  of 
friends,  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  of 
St.  Marys,  active  in  civic  affairs,  and  always  had 
the  welfare  of  the  town  at  heart.  He  was  an  ardent 
hunter  and  fisherman  and  was  active  in  game  pro¬ 
tection.  He  was  charitably  inclined  and  was  ever 
willing  to  contribute  to  any  cause  that  was  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  community.  He  was  modest  and 
unassuming  and  his  many  virtues  of  mind  and  heart 
gained  for  him  many  friends  who  greatly  mourn  his 
death. 


CALVIN  VICTOR  ERDLY— In  an  active  career 
devoted  entirely  to  education  Calvin  V.  Erdly  has 
risen  to  a  position  of  responsibility  and  prominence 
in  his  chosen  field.  He  is  now  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Hollidaysburg,  Blair  County,  where  he  has 
served  with  effective  success  during  the  past  six 
years. 

Mr.  Erdly  was  born  on  May  5,  1896,  at  Selins- 
grove,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Lewis  Jefferson  and 
Sallie  (Kantz)  Erdly.  His  father,  who  was  born  at 
Selinsgrove  in  1861  and  died  on  May  20,  1928,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother,  who  is  still 
living,  was  born  at  Freeburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1865. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children  of  whom 
three  are  still  living. 

Calvin  V.  Erdly  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools 
at  Selinsgrove,  and  in  1914  was  graduated  from  the 
local  high  school.  Subsequently  he  entered  Sus¬ 
quehanna  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1920  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In 
recent  years  Mr.  Erdly  has  carried  on  graduate 
work  in  education  at  Pennsylvania  State  College, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science  in 
Education  in  1932.  Mr.  Erdly  began  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  as  an  educator  in  1914,  teaching  in  the 
rural  schools  of  Penn  Township,  Snyder  County,  for 
one  year.  After  that  he  entered  college,  but,  with 
the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War,  he  enlisted  in  his  country’s  cause,  remaining 
in  the  army  for  two  years.  He  was  in  the  Ambulance 
Corps,  saw  active  service  overseas  in  France  for 
sixteen  months,  and  during  that  period  was  attached 
for  the  most  part  to  the  French  Army.  For  gal¬ 
lantry  and  distinguished  service  he  received  the 
Croix  de  Guerre.  Mr.  Erdly  was  discharged  from  the 
army  in  May,  1919,  and  at  that  time  -returned  to 
Susquehanna  University  where  he  completed  his  col¬ 
lege  work.  After  taking  his  degree  he  taught  mathe¬ 
matics  in  Philipsburg  High  School,  Centre  County, 
for  one  year,  and  then  for  a  number  of  years  served 
as  supervising  principal  of  schools  there.  In  1925, 
however,  he  came  to  Hollidaysburg  as  superinten¬ 
dent  of  local  schools  and  has  since  remained.  Mr. 
Erdly  is  well  qualified  both  by  experience  and  train¬ 
ing  for  the  office  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill.  He 
has  kept  well  abreast  of  developments,  in  the  field  of 
education  by  further  study,  and  has  built  up  a  highly 
effective  system  with  competent  teachers  in  the 
schools  under  his  control. 

Mr.  Erdly  has  been  active  in  other  phases  of  the 
life  of  this  community.  He  is  a  member  and  past 
president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  a  member  of  the 
local  post  of  the  American  Legion  and  a  prominent 
member  of  -  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  serves  as  trustee  and  as  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday  school.  In  addition  he  is  affiliated  frater¬ 
nally  with  Selinsgrove  Lodge,  No.  194,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  order  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  many  higher  bodies,  including  Williamsport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and 
Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pi  Gamma 
Mu  and  Kappa  Phi  Kappa  college  fraternities,  and  a 
life  member  of  the  National  Education  Association 
and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  although  he  has  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  seek  public  office 
other  than  the  responsible  position  which  he  holds  as 
superintendent  of  schools.  Mr.  Erdly  is  fond  of  out¬ 
door  life  and  finds  his  chief  recreation  in  hunting. 

In  1922,  Calvin  V.  Erdly  married  Alma  Eleanor 
Peterson,  of  Philipsburg,  daughter  of  William  Ellis 
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and  Estelle  (Ammerman)  Peterson.  They  have  two 
children:  1.  Ralph  Peterson,  born  on  March  31, 
1923.  2.  Elinor  Marie,  born  on  October  26,  1924. 


SAMUEL  VINCENT  KIMBERLAND— Some 
thirty-five  years  ago,  immediately  following  his  col¬ 
lege  work,  Professor  Kimberland  started  his  career 
as  an  educator.  Ever  since  then  he  has  continued 
to  devote  his  fine  talents  to  educational  work  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which,  though  not  a  native, 
he  has  been  a  resident  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  been  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Washington  County 
and  through  his  work  in  this  position  he  has  become 
known  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  most  success¬ 
ful  educational  administrators  in  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Under  his  very  capable,  efficient  and  pro¬ 
gressive  administration  the  schools  of  Washington 
County  have  been  maintained  on  a  very  high  stand¬ 
ard  of  efficiency  and  have  greatly  extended  their 
influence  in  and  usefulness  to  their  respective  com¬ 
munities.  Professor  Kimberland  also  takes  an  active 
and  effective  part  in  other  phases  of  the  county’s 
life,  being  especially  interested  in  religious  work. 
Through  his  various  activities  he  has  gained  for  him¬ 
self  the  good-will,  liking  and  respect  of  his  fellow- 
men,  who  have  come  to  look  upon  him  as  one  of  their 
most  representative  and  most  useful  leaders. 

Samuel  Vincent  Kimberland  was  born  at  Wells- 
burg,  Brooke  County,  West  Virginia,  September  25, 
1879,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Eleanor  (Gillespie)  Kim¬ 
berland.  His  father  also  was  a  native  of  Wellsburg. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  for  many  years  was 
prominently  identified  with  building  operations  in  his 
district.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations 
were  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died 
at  Hamlin  Station,  Washington  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Professor  Kimberland’s  paternal  grandfather 
was  Samuel  Kimberland,  Sr.,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Brooke  County,  W est  Virginia.  He,  too,  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Professor  Kimberland’s  mother  was  born  near  Be¬ 
thel,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died, 
like  her  husband,  at  Hamlin  Station,  Washington 
County.  The  Gillespie  family,  to  which  she  belonged, 
came  to  Pennsylvania  from  the  eastern  part  of 
Maryland.  Mrs.  Eleanor  (Gillespie)  Kimberland  was 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Catherine  Gillespie. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer,  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  a  loyal  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  died  near  Bethel,  Washington. 
County.  Mrs.  Kimberland’s  mother  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Washington  County,  her  death  occurring 
at  Eldersville,  Washington  County,  in  1895. 

Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Brooke  County,  West  Virginia,  and  of 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  Professor  Kim¬ 
berland  then  took  a  course  in  the  Eldersville  Nor¬ 
mal  School,  after  which  he  attended  Grove  City 
College  at  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania.  Having  com¬ 
pleted  his  own  education,  he  began  his  career  as  an 
educator  in  1897.  For  the  next  fifteen  years  and 
until  1912  he  continued  to  serve  as  a  teacher  and 
principal  at  various  schools.  In  1912  he  was  elected 
supervising  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Smith 
Township,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
with  marked  success  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  in  which  he  has  served  since  1922.  To 


an  unusual  degree  he  has  understood  how  to  gain 
the  cooperation  of  the  teachers,  whose  work  he 
directs,  and  as  a  result  the  public  school  system  of 
Washington  County  ranks  very  high  amongst  the 
public  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  Studious  by  nature, 
Professor  Kimberland  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the 
latest  developments  in  his  profession,  which,  of 
course,  has  been  of  inestimable  value  in  his  work. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Pennsylvania  Education  Association,  the 
Greene  and  Washington  Counties  Schoolmen’s  As¬ 
sociation,  and  the  Washington  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  West¬ 
minster  Presbyterian  Church  at  Burgettstown,  of 
which  he  is  an  elder  and  in  which  he  has  held  nearly 
every  office,  including  that  of  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  at  one  time  he  served 
for  seven  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Jefferson 
Township,  while  he  served  in  the  same  office  for 
four  years  at  Burgettstown,  serving  also  for  nine 
years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Burgettstown,  prior  to  his  election  to  his 
present  office.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Union  Agri¬ 
cultural  Association  for  four  years  and  during  the 
World  War  acted  as  food  administrator  for  this 
locality.  Professor  Kimberland  is  very  fond  of  camp¬ 
ing  and  is  much  interested  in  the  activities  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  having  served  at  one  time 
for  four  years  as  scoutmaster  of  the  Burgettstown 
Troop. 

Professor  Kimberland  married,  April  4,  1910, 

Maude  Lyons,  who  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
August  31,  1881,  and  who  died  at  Burgettstown,  on 
September  27,  1922.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Jennie 
(Ralston)  Lyons,  reside  on  a  well-improved  farm 
near  Pleasant  Valley,  Hancock  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Mrs.  Kimberland’s  father  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Kimberland  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Washington  County  and  of 
Hancock  County,  West  Virginia,  and  prior  to  her 
death  was  prominently  active  in  the  Women’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Temperance  Union  and  in  the  work  of  the 
Burgettstown  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  Pro¬ 
fessor  and  Mrs.  Kimberland  had  no  children. 


JESSE  LAZEAR  ROSS — The  bearer  of  a  good  old 
Pennsylvania  name,  Jesse  Lazear  Ross,  of  Waynes- 
burg,  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  city,  a  progressive  citizen  who 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  further  the  development  of 
the  place.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  his  father,  Dr.  Timothy  W.  Ross,  who  died 
in  April,  1880,  having  been  born  in  Morris  Town¬ 
ship,  Washington  County,  in  1833;  the  mother,  Cath¬ 
erine  Mary  (Zimmerman)  Ross,  having  for  her 
birthplace  Rich  Hill  Township,  Greene  County,  was 
born  in  1844  and  died  in  October,  1895.  Dr.  Ross 
was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  hold¬ 
ing  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  as  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  7th  West  Virginia  Regiment,  which 
saw  front  line  service  on  numerous  battlefields.  The 
later  years  of  his  medical  career  were  spent  in 
Waynesburg. 

Jesse  Lazear  Ross  was  born  in  Waynesburg,  July 
7,  1864,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
at  Waymesburg  College.  In  1883,  at  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Adamson 
and  Shiple>r,  where  he  remained  until  1890,  learning 
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the  business  which  he  was  to  pursue  the  rest  of  his 
life.  In  1890,  with  Harvey  Call  as  a  partner,  he 
purchased  the  business  of  Adamson  and  Shipley  and 
continued  it  under  the  firm  name  of  Jesse  L.  Ross 
and  Company,  this  name  continuing  in  use  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Call  only  remained  in  partnership 
for  about  one  year,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Ross  has 
had  several  other  partners.  At  the  present  time  the 
firm  consists  of  Mr.  Ross,  W.  K.  Reed,  one  of  his 
sons-in-law,  and  J.  W.  Acklin,  and  they  do  a  large 
wholesale  and  retail  drug  business. 

Among  other  of  Mr.  Ross’  business  interests  is 
the  Waynesburg  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  is  now 
president;  and  the  Waynesburg  Security  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  is  also  the  pres¬ 
ident.  Like  the  generations  which  preceded  him,  Mr. 
Ross  has  always  had  the  craving  to  own  and  develop 
the  land,  and  he  is  the  possessor  of  three  farms  of  a 
combined  acreage  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
acres.  Whether  it  is  a  vocation  or  a  hobby,  he  has 
found  few  activities  which  give  him  more  pleasure 
than  making  the  soil  produce,  and  the  dollars  made 
thereby  are  of  more  value  to  him  than  those  secured 
in  any  other  manner.  He  is  an  expert  with  live¬ 
stock  and  formerly  was  active  in  horse  and  mule 
selling. 

Jesse  L.  Ross,  on  October  30,  1886,  married  Mary 
Donahoo,  of  Waynesburg,  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Mary  Ann  (Strubel)  Donahoo,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Jane  Morris,  who  mar¬ 
ried  William  Kyle  Reed  (q.  v.),  well  known 
Waynesburg  contractor  and  builder.  They  are  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Mary  Jane,  Samuel  Ross, 
John  William,  Jesse  L.,  and  Charles  Leslie  Reed. 
2.  John  Harvey,  served  in  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces,  overseas;  married  Edna  Miller,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Mary  Helen,  married 
Roy  Furman  of  Waynesburg,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Mary  Luna. 


DAVID  ITHIEL  BALL — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Warren  County,  the  late  David  Ithiel 
Ball  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  outstanding  legal 
practitioners  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  The  high 
professional  standing  which  he  enjoyed  was  indicated 
not  only  by  his  exceptionally  large  and  important 
practice,  but  also  by  the  fact  that  he  held  at  various 
times  different  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
These  he  filled  invariably  with  characteristic  effi¬ 
ciency  and  faithfulness,  thereby  contributing  mate¬ 
rially  to  civic  progress  and  giving  still  further  proof 
of  his  public  spirit  and  his  patriotism. 

On  both  his  parents’  sides  Mr.  Ball  belonged  to 
old  and  prominent  American  families  dating  back 
to  Colonial  times.  His  maternal  great-grandfather, 
Gideon  Northrop,  of  Connecticut,  saw  prolonged 
military  service  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  Battle  of  White  Plains,  New  York. 
Mr.  Ball’s  father,  Abel  Ball,  was  born  in  New  York 
State  in  1800  and  died  in  Farmington  Township, 
Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  19,  1853. 

Mr.  Abel  Ball  was  a  farmer. 

David  Ithiel  Ball,  a  son  of  a  Abel  and  Lucy 
Maria  (Northrop)  Ball,  was  born  in  Farmington 
Township,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  13, 
1844.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  place,  he  attended  the  Jamestown,  New 
York,  Union  School  for  a  time  and  later  completed 
a  course  of  study  in  a  collegiate  institute  in  James¬ 
town.  After  leaving  college  Mr.  Ball  taught  school 
in  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  several  terms. 
He  then  studied  law  under  the  able  preceptorship 


of  Judge  Brown,  of  Warren  County.  Admitted  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  1875,  he  started  in  the  ac¬ 
tive  practice  of  his  profession  as  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Brown  and  Ball,  with  offices  at  Warren. 
This  mutually  agreeable  partnership  continued  until 
1880  when  Mr.  Brown  was  elected  to  a  judgeship 
and  withdrew  from  active  practice.  Mr.  Ball  then 
associated  himself  with  Hon.  C.  C.  Thompson,  and 
this  co-partnership  continued  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Ball  gained  distinctive  prestige  as  a  lawyer 
of  note  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania,  his  practice 
extending  over  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  in 
the  United  States  courts.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Bar  Association  for  many  years.  He  was  con¬ 
nected  with  many  of  the  most  celebrated  cases  in  the 
legal  annals  of  the  State.  He  was  one  of  the  attor¬ 
neys  in  the  famous  Ford  and  Lacy  cases,  which 
involved  the  partition  of  lands  in  Forest  County  and 
the  ownership  of  valuable  lands  in  Allegheny  County, 
and  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  courts  for 
two  years.  He  was  also  connected  with  the  case  of 
Commonwealth  vs.  Balph,  who  with  others  was 
charged  with  conspiracy  growing  out  of  the  Ford 
and  Lacy  cases.  The  latter  case  attracted  unusual 
attention,  the  question  arising  as  to  the  power  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  remove  crminal  cases  from 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  the  same  power  as  is 
exercised  by  the  Court  of  the  Kings  Bench  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Among  the  other  notable  cases  in  which  Mr. 
Ball  has  figured  prominently  may  be  mentioned 
Tolies  et  al.,  which  involved  the  validity  of  title  to 
oil  property;  Babcock  vs.  Day;  and  the  case  of  War¬ 
ren  Borough  vs.  Geer.  For  many  years  Mr.  Ball 
was  one  of  the  administrators  of  the  estate  of  L. 
A.  Robertson,  which  was  valued  at  two  and  a  half 
millions.  The  great  question  in  the  latter  case  was 
as  to  the  domicile  of  the  testator,  whether  in  New 
York  or  Pennsylvania.  This  question  was  finally 
settled  by  compromise,  as  being  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Ball’s  bond  as  administrator  was  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  furnishing  which  he 
experienced  no  difficulty,  so  high  did  he  stand  in 
his  profession  and  among  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  man 
of  sterling  integrity  of  character  and  fair  and 
straightforward  business  methods. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Ball  was  aligned 
as  a  stalwart  supporter  with  the  Republican  party, 
in  the  local  councils  of  which  he  was  long  an  active 
factor.  At  the  Republican  State  Convention  in  1912, 
Mr.  Ball  was  chosen  as  a  presidential  elector  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  from  which  he  withdrew  and  was 
placed  as  an  elector  on  the  ticket  which  supported 
Roosevelt  and  Johnson  in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  his 
colleague  was  elected  at  the  State  election.  In  1871 
he  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  election 
to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Warren  County,  and 
he  served  in  that  capacity  with  the  utmost  efficiency 
for  one  term.  Beginning  with  1893  he  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  Warren  for  nine  years,  and 
for  six  years  he  was  president  of  the  board.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  had  charge  of  the 
erection  of  the  Warren  High  School,  and  two  of  the 
grammar  schools,  and  he  ever  manifested  a  deep  and 
sincere  interest  in  educational  matters.  In  1897  he 
was  mentioned  as  one  of  the  likely  candidates  for  ap¬ 
pointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  which  then  existed  upon 
the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court.  A  large  number 
of  strong  personal  letters  and  petitions  urging  this 
appointment  were  presented  to  Governor  Hastings 
in  his  behalf,  but  other  influence  was  brought  to  bear 
and  he  did  not  receive  the  appointment.  In  his  reli¬ 
gious  faith  Mr.  Ball  was  a  zealous  member  of  the 
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Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder  and 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  here  that  Mr.  Ball  was  a  gal¬ 
lant  and  faithful  soldier  in  the  Union  ranks  during 
the  Civil  War.  In  July,  1862,  he  enlisted  for  service 
in  Company  C,  Independent  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
and  subsequently  he  served  in  Battery  H,  Independ¬ 
ent  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  which  latter  bat¬ 
tery  was  stationed  in  Virginia  during  the  threatened 
invasion  of  Washington  b}'  the  Confederates.  Mr. 
Ball  retained  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  his  old 
comrades  in  arms  and  signified  the  same  by  member¬ 
ship  in  Eben  N.  Ford  Post,  No.  336,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  at  Warren. 

In  1871  Mr.  Ball  married  Lucy  Matilda  Robinson, 
a  daughter  of  Elijah  Robinson,  of  Farmington,  War¬ 
ren  County.  They  had  one  child,  May,  born  August 
4,  1872,  who  married,  in  June,  1909,  Dr.  William 
Charles  De  Forest,  now  deceased,  whose  successful 
career  as  a  dentist  in  Warren  is  described  in  a  sep¬ 
arate  article.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  De  Forest  became  the 
parents  of  four  children. 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Ball  was  active  in  charitable  and 
religious  work  for  many  years.  During  the  earlier 
years  of  her  married  life  she  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  in 
carrying  on  temperance  work  in  Warren  County. 
She  was  also  an  active  member  of  the  Society  of 
Christian  Workers,  and  a  member  of  its  first  board 
of  directors,  who  established  a  Door  of  Hope,  after¬ 
wards  changed  to  The  Home  of  the  Friendless.  This 
latter  institution  was  changed  into  a  hospital,  to 
which  was  given  the  name  of  The  Warren  Emer¬ 
gency  Hospital,  and  it  thus  became  the  beginning 
of  the  present  finely  equipped  hospital  by  that  name, 
managed  entirely  by  a  board  of  lady  directors.  This 
latter  institution  was  incorporated  on  March  24, 
1898,  with  Mrs.  Ball  as  one  of  its  charter  members 
and  as  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  directors, 
which  position  she  continued  to  hold  by  successive 
elections  until  she  resigned  in  December,  1910. 

At  his  home  in  Warren,  David  Ithiel  Ball  died 
on  November  23,  1925.  His  death  was  deeply  re¬ 
gretted  by  the  entire  community  of  which  he  had 
been  for  so  many  years  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  members.  Eminent  in  his  profession,  a 
leader  in  public  life,  uncompromisingly  honest,  patri¬ 
otic  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  Mr.  Ball  had  to 
his  credit  a  career  which  was  not  only  of  unusual 
length,  but  which  also  represented  in  many  of  its 
aspects  a  contribution  of  lasting  value  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Warren  County  and  of  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  His  name  will  always  occupy  an  honored 
place  in  the  annals  of  his  native  region,  to  which  he 
was  deeply  attached  and  which  owes  much  to  him. 


WILLIAM  CHARLES  DE  FOREST,  D.  D.  S. 

— For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  late 
Dr.  William  Charles  De  Forest  was  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  dental  surgeons  of  Warren,  in  which  city  he 
spent  his  entire  professional  career.  Exceptionally 
able  and  skillful,  he  built  up  a  large  and  important 
practice  and  achieved  a  high  professional  standing. 
Active  also  in  other  phases  of  the  community’s  life, 
Dr.  De  Forest  was  regarded  as  one  of  Warren’s 
most  representative  citizens  and  enjoyed  to  the  full¬ 
est  extent  possible  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  a  member  of  an  old 
American  family,  dating  back  to  early  colonial  times. 

The  De  Forest  family  is  of  French  origin  and  was 
prominent  in  France  even  in  the  Middle  Ages.  It 
was  founded  in  this  country  by  Jesse  De  Forest,  the 


great-great-great-great-great-great-grandfather  of  Dr. 
De  Forest. 

Jesse  De  Forest,  a  son  of  Jean  and  Anne  (Mail- 
laird)  De  Forest  was  born  about  1575,  probably  at 
Avesnes,  France.  He  married,  September  23,  1601, 
Marie,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Du  Cloux,  a  merchant. 
He  was  a  merchant  at  Sedan  and  Montcourt  in 
Thierache,  eastern  Canton  of  Picardy.  In  1603  he  is 
called  a  merchant  and  dyer.  In  1615  he  was  living 
in  Leyden,  Holland.  He  endeavored  to  found  a 
Walloon  Protestant  Colony  in  Virginia,  which  then 
meant  the  English  Colonies  of  North  America,  in 
1621,  but  his  terms  were  rejected  by  the  Virginia 
Company.  He  then  applied  to  the  Dutch  Govern¬ 
ment  and  was  commissioned,  August  27,  1622,  to 
enroll  colonists  and  families  for  settlement  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  appears  to  have  gone  first  to  Guiana  and 
afterward  to  New  Amsterdam.  The  first  Walloon 
ship  came  to  New  York  in  1624.  The  second  ship 
brought  Marie,  daughter  of  Xicano  or  Nicholas  Du 
Cloux,  wife  of  Jesse  De  Forest.  Jesse  De  Forest 
died,  it  is  thought,  about  1625  in  New  Netherlands. 

Isaac  De  Forest,  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Marie  (Du- 
Cloux)  De  Forest,  was  baptized  at  Leyden,  Holland, 
July  10,  1616,  and  came  to  New  Amsterdam  with  his 
elder  brother  Henry  in  October,  1636.  He  had  a 
grant  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Harlem  and 
for  several  years  raised  tobacco  there.  In  1643  he 
leased  the  farm  on  shares  to  John  Denton.  In  1647, 
after  the  Indian  War,  he  renewed  his  title  to  the 
land,  and  in  1650  sold  it  to  William  Beekman.  He 
was  a  brewer  in  partnership  with  Johannes  Verve r- 
lew,  having  a  malt  house  and  residence  on  Stone 
Street,  New  Amsterdam,  and  a  hop  farm  at  Nor¬ 
man’s  Bight.  In  1652  he  was  one  of  the  nine  men 
on  the  advisory  committee.  He  was  inspector  of 
tobacco  in  1653;  farmer  of  revenue  in  the  weigh 
house,  1655-56;  schepen  in  1656;  member  of  the  com¬ 
mon  council,  elected  January  31,  1656;  small  burgher 
in  1657  and  great  burgher  and  schepen  in  1658; 
farmer  of  tavern  excise  in  1660.  He  was  seized  by 
the  English,  September  16,  1664,  and  held  for  hos¬ 
tage.  He  died  in  1672,  aged  fifty-six.  He  married, 
June  9,  1641,  Sara,  daughter  of  Philippe  and  Jac¬ 
queline  (Noiret)  Du  Trieux.  His  wife  died  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1682. 

David  De  Forest,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Sara  (Du 
Trieux)  De  Forest,  was  baptized  at  New  Amster¬ 
dam,  September  7,  1669,  and  died  April  20,  1721.  He 
owned  the  covenant  in  Stratford,  August  8,  1697. 
He  married,  January  11,  1695-96,  Martha,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Blagge.  They  moved  to 
Stratford,  Connecticut,  about  1698.  His  wife  died 
February  7,  1740-41. 

David  (2)  De  Forest,  a  son  of  David  (1)  and 
Martha  (Blagge)  De  Forest,  and  great-great-great¬ 
grandfather  of  Dr.  De  Forest,  was  born  at  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  April  24,  1702,  and  died  about  1748.  His 
will  was  dated  April  18,  1748,  his  son  Hezekiah 
being  the  executor.  He  lived  at  what  is  now  Wil¬ 
son,  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  He  married  Abigail, 
whose  family  name  is  not  known.  They  had  several 
children: 

Ephraim  De  Forest,  son  of  David  (2)  De  Forest, 
and  great-great-grandfather  of  Dr.  De  Forest,  was 
born  in  1740,  in  Wilton,  then  a  parish  of  Norwalk, 
Connecticut.  He  married,  October  25,  1764,  Sarah 
Betts,  of  Norwalk.  He  settled  in  Redding,  Connect¬ 
icut,  and  followed  the  trade  of  tanner  and  shoe¬ 
maker,  buying  land  there  in  1771,  of  Abel  Cady, 
and  in  1775  of  James  Adams.  He  had  a  tannery  and 
employed  several  men.  When  the  Revolution  began 
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he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  King  and  for  his  loyalty 
was  obliged  to  abandon  his  possessions  in  November, 
1776,  and  fly  for  protection  to  the  British  lines  in 
New  York,  suffering  the  loss  of  his  property  in  con¬ 
sequence.  He  was  appointed  ensign  in  Governor 
Browne’s  Regiment,  Prince  of  Wales  American  Vol¬ 
unteers,  and  acted  as  guide  to  General  Tryon  in  the 
expedition  against  Danbury  in  April,  1777,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Long  Island  and  worked  at  his 
trade.  Then  he  served  about  two  years  at  Morrisania 
in  Delancey’s  Brigade,  Colonel  James  Delancey.  He 
was  commissioned  lieutenant  under  Colonel  Upham 
and  stationed  at  Lloyd’s  Neck.  During  the  war  he 
was  taken  prisoner  twice  and  suffered  considerably 
on  those  occasions.  When  the  Loyalists  left  New 
York  for  New  Brunswick  in  1783,  he  sailed  in  the 
first  fleet  with  his  wife  and  three  children.  His  land 
and  stock  at  Redding  were  confiscated  in  1778. 
His  house,  shop,  barn,  stock  and  furniture  were 
valued  at  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  pounds  and 
he  was  allowed  seventy  pounds  in  damages  by  the 
British  Government.  The  history  of  Redding  states 
that  he  settled  at  Maugerville,  Nova  Scotia.  Sabine 
and  the  records  show  that  he  went  to  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick.  He  died  in  1827.  One  of  his  sons  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  De  Forest. 

Charles  De  Forest,  a  grandson  of  Ephraim  and 
Sarah  (Betts)  De  Forest  and  grandfather  of  Dr. 
De  Forest,  died  in  the  spring  of  1854.  He  married 
Sarah  Pickett,  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  She 
also  died  in  the  spring  of  1854,  within  thirty-six 
hours  of  her  husband,  both  of  cholera.  They  had 
eight  children. 

Charles  Allison  Lewis  De  Forest,  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  (Pickett)  De  Forest  and  father  of  Dr. 
De  Forest,  was  born  October  7,  1849,  in  St.  James 
Parish,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and  died  August 
29,  1893,  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  His  parents  died 
when  he  was  about  five  years  old,  and  he  and  a 
sister,  Hattie,  were  taken  to  live  with  their  uncle, 
Munson  Pickett.  He  was  very  severe  in  his  treatment 
of  them,  and  Charles  A.  L.,  when  he  was  about  ten 
years  of  age,  ran  away  and  shipped  as  cabin  boy  to 
Liverpool.  He  was  away  for  several  years  and  finally 
came  back  as  cabin  boy  to  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  bound  himself  as  apprentice  to  a  machinist. 
He  resided  for  a  time  in  Maine,  and  then  went  to 
Philadelphia.  Though  he  never  entered  the  service 
he  passed  the  examination  for  second  assistant  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  United  States  Navy.  While  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  he  was  chief  engineer  for  Obdyke  &  Sim¬ 
mons,  of  Philadelphia.  In  1875  he  began  work  for 
John  Ellis  &  Company,  oil  refiners,  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  in  1877  was  made  foreman  of  the 
refinery  there.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  superin¬ 
tendent  of  their  refinery  at  Edgewater,  New  Jersey. 
This  was  one  of  the  largest  independent  refineries  in 
the  world,  and  it  was  constructed  under  his  personal 
supervision.  He  resigned  this  position  in  July,  1885, 
to  take  charge  of  a  large  planing  and  sawmill  which 
he  had  purchased  with  a  partner,  who  proved  to  be 
dishonest.  Before  Mr.  De  Forest  took  charge  of  the 
business  the  partner  brought  about  the  failure  of  the 
mill  and  the  business  was  wound  up  in  the  fall  of 
1885,  the  same  year  it  was  purchased.  Mr.  De  Forest 
through  this  venture  lost  his  savings  of  years.  He 
next  became  general  manager  of  Stephen  Jenney  & 
Son’s  Wallabout  Oil  Refinery,  at  the  foot  of  Rush 
Street,  Brooklyn.  In  1887  the  business  of  Stephen 
Jenney  &  Son  was  closed  because  of  the  accidental 
death  of  Stephen  Jenney,  senior  member  of  the  firm. 
In  the  meantime  the  large  refinery  of  Edgewater 


had  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  firm  of  John 
Ellis  and  Company,  through  Mr.  De  Forest,  pur¬ 
chased  the  Jenney  refinery,  and  he  was  put  in  charge 
of  it  until  the  Edgewater  refinery  was  rebuilt.  In 
December,  1889,  he  came  to  North  Clarendon,  War¬ 
ren  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  open  up  a  new  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  company,  the  crude  oil  department  at 
Clarendon  and  Warren.  He  was  general  manager  of 
this  department  until  his  death  in  1893.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  ,of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  United  Order  of  Friends,  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
and  the  National  Provident  Union.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  member  of  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  Brooklyn,  and  when  he  moved  to  Warren 
he  transferred  his  membership  to  Trinity  Memorial 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  there.  He  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  school  of  the  church  until 
his  death. 

He  married,  in  Philadelphia,  December  23,  1869, 
Martha  Ann  Tomlinson,  born  May  10,  1838,  in 
Dover,  Delaware.  They  had  six  children:  1.  Son, 
who  died  at  birth.  2.  George  Augustus  Waldron. 
3.  William  Charles,  of  whom  further.  4.  Ethel  Edith. 
5.  Harry.  6.  Laura  Emerson  De  Forest. 

William  Charles  De  Forest,  third  son  of  Charles 
Allison  Lewis  and  Martha  Ann  (Tomlinson)  De 
Forest,  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  September  10,  1873. 
He  was  an  infant  when  the  family  removed  to  Brook¬ 
lyn,  New  York,  and  he  attended  school  in  that  city. 
In  1899  he  entered  the  Philadelphia  Dental  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1902.  He  began  to 
practice  dentistry  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  Dr.  Charles  Arird.  Four  years  later 
the  firm  was  dissolved  and  Dr.  De  Forest  opened  his 
own  offices  at  No.  209  Liberty  Street,  Warren.  He 
made  a  special  study  and  practice  of  bridge  and 
crown  work  and  took  rank  among  the  foremost  men 
of  his  profession  in  western  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lake  Erie  Dental  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Dental  Society 
and  the  Warren  Dental  Society.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  Warren  Lodge,  No.  339,  and  of  Kossuth 
Encampment,  No.  78,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  as  well  as  of  the  Temple  of  Truth  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  were  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Warren,  and  taught  a  class  in  the  Sunday  school. 
He  was  also  deeply  interested  in  the  Boy  Scouts 
and  was  chairman  of  the  local  board.  In  politics  he 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  from 
1903  to  1909  he  filled  the  office  of  school  director. 

Dr.  De  Forest  married,  at  Warren,  in  June,  1909, 
May  Ball,  a  daughter  of  David  I.  Ball  (q.  v.).  Mrs. 
De  Forest  is  a  graduate  of  the  Warren  High  School 
and  of  Wilson  College,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Warren.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  De  Forest  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  David,  Lucy,  Charles,  and 
William. 

At  his  home  in  Warren,  No.  10  Henry  Street,  Dr. 
William  Charles  De  Forest  died  suddenly  after  only 
a  few  days’  illness  on  December  8,  1928.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  survived,  besides  by  his  widow 
and  four  children,  also  by  two  sisters,  the  Misses 
Ethel  E.  and  Laura  E.  De  Forest. 

Dr.  De  Forest’s  unexpected  and  untimely  death 
at  the  early  age  of  fifty-five  years  came  as  a  distinct 
shock  to  his  family  and  his  many  friends  and  caused 
widespread  regret  in  Warren,  where  he  had  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  Highly  respected  for  his 
professional  achievements  as  a  dentist,  he  was  also 
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greatly  beloved  for  his  many  fine  qualities  of  the 
mind  and  the  heart.  In  his  quiet  way  he  did  much  to 
further  the  welfare  of  his  community,  in  whose  prog¬ 
ress  he  was  always  deeply  interested.  His  memory 
will  long  be  fondly  cherished  by  all  who  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  his  friendship  or  acquaintance. 


HARVEY  M.  WATKINS,  M.  D.— As  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Polk  State  Training  School  at  Polk, 
Venango  County,  Dr.  Harvey  M.  Watkins  brings 
to  his  professional  duties  a  wealth  of  experience 
gained  through  many  years  of  special  study  of 
mental  diseases.  He  is  a  psychiatrist  of  wide  repu¬ 
tation  and  high  standing. 

Born  in  Millerstown,  Kentucky,  Dr.  Watkins  re¬ 
ceived  his  preliminary  education  in  local  schools 
there  and  at  Leitchfield  High  School,  Leitchfield, 
Kentucky.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  University 
of  Louisville,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Watkins  served 
successively  as  assistant  physician  of  the  Monson 
State  Hospital  at  Palmer,  Massachusetts;  as  senior 
assistant  surgeon  at  the  Danvers,  Massachusetts, 
State  Hospital;  as  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Belchertown,  Massachusetts,  State  School;  and  as 
assistant  to  the  commissioner  of  the  State  depart¬ 
ment  of  mental  diseases  at  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
This  specific  experience  with  the  treatment  and  hos¬ 
pitalization  of  the  mentally  ill,  he  supplemented  with 
continued  independent  study.  He  acquired  an  authori¬ 
tative  knowledge  of  psychiatry  and  neurology  and 
decided  to  make  this  field  of  medical  science  his  own. 

\\  ith  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  in 
the  Army  Medical  Corps,  division  of  neuropsychia¬ 
try,  and  served  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  in  England  and  France.  After  the  signing  of 
the  Armistice  he  was  attached  to  the  American 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany,  returning  finally  to 
the  United  States,  where  he  resumed  the  pursuits  of 
peace.  For  a  number  of  years  past  he  has  been  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  State  Training  School  at  Polk,  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  a  position  for  which  he  is  eminently 
qualified  and  where  his  special  knowledge  and  keen 
insight  are  of  great  value. 

Dr.  Watkins’  standing  among  his  professional  col¬ 
leagues  is  indicated  by  his  election  as  president  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Study  of  Feeble¬ 
minded,  in  1931.  He  is  a  member  in  addition  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society  of  Psychiatry,  the  Pittsburgh 
Society  of  Neurology  and  Psychiatry,  and  of  other 
professional  bodies,  including  the  Pennsylvania  Med¬ 
ical  Society,  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the 
American  Psychiatric  Society  and  the  New  England 
Psychiatric  Society.  Dr.  Watkins  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Directors  of  the 
Poor  and  Charities  and  Corrections,  and  was  pres¬ 
ident  of  this  organization  in  1930.  Aside  from 
his  professional  connections,  he  is  affiliated  frater¬ 
nally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
American  Legion.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he  is  a 
member  of  many  higher  bodies  including  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Rotary  Club. 

Dr.  Watkins  married,  August  15,  1919,  Nema 
Tower  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Massachusetts.  They 
have  two  children:  Bernetta  Jean,  born  in  1922,  and 
Nancy  Lee,  born  in  1924. 

Pa. — 12 


W.  STURGIS  FRANKENBURGER,  M.  D.~ 

For  considerably  more  than  a  decade  Dr.  Franken- 
burger  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  at  Carmichaels,  Greene  County. 
He  enjoys  a  large  practice  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  able  and  most  skillful  physicians  of  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania.  His  pleasing  personality  and 
his  many  fine  qualities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart 
have  gained  him  a  large  circle  of  devoted  friends. 
He  is  a  popular  member  of  several  fraternal  and 
social  organizations  and  is  generally  regarded  as  one 
of  the  truly  representative  and  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zens  of  Carmichaels.  Though  he  has  never  sought 
or  held  public  office,  he  has  always  taken  an  intel¬ 
ligent  and  helpful  interest  in  public  affairs  and  freely 
gives  his  support  to  all  meritorious  community  move¬ 
ments  and  enterprises. 

W.  Sturgis  Frankenburger  was  born  at  Smith- 
field,  Fayette  County,  November  23,  1886,  a  son  of 
George  C.  and  Martha  A.  (Sturgis)  Frankenburger, 
both  natives  of  Springhill  Township,  Fayette  County. 
His  father,  who  was  born  on  May  9,  1858,  is  a 
farmer,  but  is  now  retired,  making  his  home  at  Mor¬ 
gantown,  West  Virginia.  Dr.  Frankenburger’s  mother 
was  born  on  February  13,  1857,  and  died  on  January 
8,  1929.  One  of  a  family  of  four  children,  all  living, 
Dr.  Frankenburger  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  region  and  then  at¬ 
tended  for  two  years  the  University  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  in  1911.  Next  he  served  as  an  interne 
for  eight  months  at  the  Pottsville  General  Hospital 
and  then  in  a  like  capacity  for  a  similiar  period  at 
the  Philadelphia  General  Hospital.  For  about  six 
years  he  was  then  company  physician  for  the  W.  J. 
Rainey  Coal  and  Coke  Company  at  Allison,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  World  War  occasioned  a  break  in 
Dr.  Frankenburger’s  professional  career  and  for  one 
year  he  served  with  the  United  States  Army  Medical 
Corps.  Commissioned  a  first  lieutenant,  he  served  as 
an  instructor  at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia,  until  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge  from  active  service 
on  December  26,  1918.  In  April,  1919,  Dr.  Franken¬ 
burger  came  to  Carmichaels  and  since  then  he  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
medicine  in  this  town  with  great  success.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Greene 
County  Medical  Society.  For  many  years  active  in 
Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a  member  of  Valley  Lodge, 
No.  459,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Masontown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  various  other  Masonic 
bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Pittsburgh  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  as  well  as  of 
Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Phi  Alpha  Sigma  Medical  Fraternity,  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Uniontown 
Motor  Club.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Automotive 
Equipment  Company  of  Uniontown.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
He  finds  his  recreation  chiefly  in  fishing. 

Dr.  Frankenburger  married,  June  30,  1917,  Hildred 
H.  Hutchinson,  of  Uniontown,  a  daughter  of  Harmer 
D.  and  Jennie  (Leonard)  Hutchinson.  Mrs.  Franken¬ 
burger  is  a  member  of  an  old  American  family  and 
through  her  descent  from  Caleb  Leonard  belongs  to 
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the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Frankenburger  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  i.  Robert  S.,  born  September  18,  1918.  2.  M. 
Jeanne,  born  May  20,  1920.  3.  Ann,  born  February 
19,  1926. 


ROBERT  EDWARD  LARAMY  — Since  1922 
Robert  Edward  Laramy  has  been  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Altoona,  Blair  County,  coming  to  this 
office  after  many  years  of  educational  experience  in 
responsible  positions  elsewhere  in  this  State.  Mr. 
Laramy  was  born  at  Catasauqua,  Lehigh  County, 
January  18,  1875,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
Ann  (McDaniel)  Laramy.  His  father  was  born  at 
Llansamlet,  South  Wales,  in  1839  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1842.  He  was  an  undertaker  at 
Bethlehem  for  many  years,  and  served  with  the  129th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  for  nine  months  during  the 
Civil  War.  He  died  on  January  15,  1914.  Elizabeth 
Ann  (McDaniel)  Laramy,  his  wife,  was  born  at  Mil- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  in  1837  and  died  on  March  9,  1917. 

Robert  Edward  Laramy  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  Bethlehem  schools.  In  1890  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Bethlehem  High  School.  Two  years 
later,  in  1892,  he  was  graduated  from  Bethlehem 
Preparatory  School  and  in  the  same  year  entered 
Lehigh  University,  where  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1896  on  the  completion  of  the 
required  course.  In  1899,  at  the  same  institution  he 
took  the  further  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Mr. 
Laramy’ s  college  career  was  one  of  considerable  dis¬ 
tinction.  He  was  graduated  with  honors,  being 
elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  honorary  scholastic  fra¬ 
ternity.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Lehigh  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity,  and  in  his  senior 
year  was  elected  permanent  president  of  his  class, 
holding  that  office  ever  since.  Since  his  graduation 
he  has  been  in  close  touch  with  Lehigh  affairs,  and 
in  1909-1910  was  president  of  the  University  Alumni 
Association. 

Meanwhile  his  professional  career  was  well  under 
way.  In  1896  he  became  an  instructor  in  the  Mora¬ 
vian  Parochial  schools  in  Bethlehem,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  seven  years.  For  two  years,  from  1903 
to  1905,  he  was  principal  of  the  Bethlehem  High 
School,  and  from  1905  until  1913  he  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  at  Phoenixville,  Chester  County. 
In  the  latter  year  he  went  to  Easton,  as  superinten¬ 
dent  of  city  schools,  and  after  nine  years  of  service 
in  that  city,  became  superintendent  of  schools  at 
Altoona  in  1922.  This  office  he  has  since  occupied. 
Mr.  Laramy  has  achieved  a  distinguished  record  in 
his  chosen  profession.  As  an  educator  he  has  won 
the  respect  of  his  colleagues.  His  administration  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  at  Altoona  has  had  very 
favorable  results  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city’s 
school  system,  and  the  value  of  his  services  here  is 
well  appreciated  by  the  people  of  the  city  at  large. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Laramy  has  been  active  in  many 
other  phases  of  the  city’s  life.  Since  1928  he  has 
been  president  of  the  Blair  County  Children’s  Aid 
Society.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  local  Ro¬ 
tary  Club  for  the  term  1931-32,  and  has  given  freely 
of  his  time  and  effect  for  the  furtherance  of  many 
worthy  community  causes.  Mr.  Laramy  is  a  life 
member  of  the  National  Education  Association  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Education  Association,  and  a  fel¬ 
low  of  the  American  Geographical  Society.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Altoona. 

In  1901  Robert  Edward  Laramy  married  Mary 
Emily  Brodhead  of  Bethlehem,  daughter  of  Joseph 


K.  and  Ella  (Andre)  Brodhead.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children:  1.  William  John,  who  was 
graduated  from  Lehigh  University  in  1926  with  the 
degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  E.  M.  2.  Rachael 
Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Richard  Allan  Conover,  of 
Hinsdale,  Illinois.  3.  Robert  Edward,  Jr.,  who  was 
graduated  from  Pennsylvania  State  College  in  1931, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agricul¬ 
ture.  4.  Mary  Brodhead,  now  a  student  at  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College.  5.  Margaret  Ellen,  who  is  a 
student  at  Randolph-Macon  Woman’s  College.  There 
is  also  one  grandchild,  Richard  Allan  Conover,  Jr. 


CLEMENS  GEORGE  HABERBERGER— Lum¬ 
ber  and  sawmill  operator,  dealer  in  fuel,  well  known 
as  coal  operator  from  the  mine,  merchant  and  man 
of  extended  affairs,  owner  of  several  farms  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Marys,  Clemens  George  Haberberger 
had  a  full  and  useful  lifetime,  employed  in  works  of 
service  to  his  fellowmen.  He  will  be  remembered 
long  in  St.  Marys,  the  community  of  his  principal 
interests  as  business  man  and  leader  in  civic  affairs. 

Coming  of  a  family  long  identified  with  St.  Marys, 
he  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  near  here,  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1869.  He  was  a  son  of  Clemens  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Haberberger,  both  of  whom  are  since  deceased; 
and  he  secured  his  academic  instruction  in  the  public 
schools,  from  which  he  went  directly  into  farming 
and  into  business  enterprise.  Early  in  life  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  from  his  father,  conducted  a  general 
agricultural  center  upon  its  acreage,  successfully  deal¬ 
ing  in  grains  and  livestock,  and  established  a  sawmill. 
To  supply  the  mill  with  timber  he  cut  a  large  tract 
which  he  purchased  for  that  purpose.  Later  he  en¬ 
gaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  trade,  and  did  a 
considerable  wholesale  lumber  business  during  the 
World  War  period.  Still  later  he  operated  a  coal 
mine,  and  he  continued  to  conduct  this,  with  his  saw¬ 
mill,  until  the  close  of  life.  In  addition,  Mr.  Haber¬ 
berger  owned  and  ran  a  five-and-ten-cent-store  in  St. 
Marys,  and  in  the  category  of  merchant,  as  well  as 
in  his  other  connections,  he  succeeded  roundly.  After 
his  death  the  farms,  all  save  the  home  residence  near 
St.  Marys,  were  disposed  of,  as  were  his  other  hold¬ 
ings.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  other  man  of  the  St. 
Marys  community  contributed  more  to  its  general 
welfare  through  the  media  of  his  various  business 
enterprises  than  did  Mr.  Haberberger,  who  continued 
actively  engaged  to  the  last. 

A  self-made  man,  he  had  little  outside  assistance, 
and  what  he  accomplished  stands  as  a  testament  of 
his  character  and  worth.  Though  he  never  went  to 
college,  the  men  of  his  association  considered  him 
among  the  persons  best-educated  in  local  circles,  for 
he  read  widely,  was  a  student  of  national  issues,  and 
a  student  of  mankind,  gifted  with  understanding  of 
philosophy.  Quiet,  contained,  reserved,  he  was  withal 
a  genial  and  pleasant  companion.  Men  esteemed 
him  highly,  and  the  number  of  persons  whom  he 
helped  to  get  a  start  in  life  is  large.  In  that  sense 
Mr.  Haberberger  was  a  benefactor.  When  others 
came  to  him  for  counsel,  as  they  frequently  did  on 
questions  of  business  and  personal  matters,  he  gave 
them  his  utmost  consideration.  Slow  to  speak,  he 
formed  his  decisions  carefully,  and  once  reached 
they  were  most  apt  to  be  the  correct  solutions  for  any 
problem.  A  Democrat,  Mr.  Haberberger  frequently 
was  urged  to  run  for  office,  yet  he  preferred  to 
serve  his  community  outside  of  office  in  his  capacity 
as  private  citizen  and  business  factor.  He  was  a 
communicant  of  the  German  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Haberberger  married,  on  February  22,  1892, 


PENNSYLVANIA 


i/9 


at  St.  Marys,  Margaret  Nissel,  daughter  of  George 
and  Dora  Nissel.  Mr.  Nissel  was  a  veteran  of  the 
War  Between  the  States.  He  had  served  under  the 
colors  of  the  North,  for  the  cause  of  Union;  was 
three  years  in  the  army,  and  received  a  wound  at 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  To  Mr.  and  and  Mrs. 
Haberberger  were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  i.  Emma.  2.  Clemens,  3d. 
3.  Caroline.  4.  George.  In  1909  the  family  left  the 
home  farm  and  took  residence  in  St.  Marys,  with 
their  residence  on  Rosely  Street,  wffiere  Mrs.  Haber¬ 
berger  continues  to  reside.  All  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  are  communicants  of  the  German  Catholic  Church. 
Also  surviving  Mr.  Haberberger  are  brothers  and 
sisters  as  follows:  Joseph  Haberberger,  Mrs.  George 
Bauer,  Mrs.  Henry  Gerber,  John  Haberberger,  all 
of  St.  Marys;  and  Mrs.  John  Brehm  of  Hamburg, 
New  York. 

Mr.  Haberberger’s  death  occurred  when  he  was 
but  fifty-four.  Taken  in  middle  years,  yet  his  accom¬ 
plishments  were  beyond  the  average.  On  October  13, 
1923,  he  was  working  at  his  sawmill,  on  the  Reuscher 
Farm  near  St.  Marys,  when  a  pile  of  lumber  toppled 
upon  him.  Services  were  held  three  days  later,  with 
a  requiem  Mass  in  the  St.  Marys  Church.  Interment 
was  in  St.  Marys  Catholic  Cemetery;  and  thus  he 
was  laid  to  rest  near  the  scene  of  his  whole  career, 
one  of  the  community’s  foremost  factors  for  develop¬ 
ment,  the  friend  of  scores  of  people,  who  bear  his 
memory  in  a  grateful  and  appreciative  permanence. 


CHARLES  LESTER  MONG — In  the  business 
world,  Charles  Lester  Mong  is  widely  known,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  community  of  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  where  he  is  a  contractor  in  oil  drilling.  His 
work  with  the  oil  industry  has  been  extensive,  and 
has  brought  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Mr.  Mong  was  born  at  Blairs  Corners,  Clarion 
County,  on  December  20,  1871,  son  of  Leonard  and 
Anna  (Connor)  Mong.  His  father,  who  was  born 
in  Clarion  County,  in  1839,  wa-S  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion  and  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil 
War;  he  died  in  1890.  The  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  Clarion  County,  having  been  born  there  in  1841; 
she  is  still  living.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom 
four  are  living. 

In  the  country  school  at  Blairs  Corners,  Clarion 
County,  his  place  of  birth,  Charles  Lester  Mong 
received  his  early  education;  and,  upon  completing 
his  formal  schooling,  he  became  a  farmer,  so  con¬ 
tinuing  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  w'as 
then  with  Guffey,  Galey  and  Jennings,  oil  producers, 
at  Noblestown,  Pennsylvania,  for  eight  months,  and 
was  for  a  year  employed  wTith  the  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  at  McDonald,  Penns}dvania.  He  spent  eight 
years  in  dressing  tools  for  oil  drilling  contractors  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  and  then,  until  1909,  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  drilling  for  the  Reese-Heasley  Company, 
in  Greene  County. 

It  was  in  1909  that  Mr.  Mong  entered  upon  his 
present  type  of  work,  that  of  oil  contract  drilling, 
first  with  a  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mong 
and  Rush,  so  continuing  for  several  years,  and  since 
then  under  his  own  name.  He  has  been  independently 
engaged  as  a  contractor  since  1919  and  has  been 
eminently  successful  in  his  undertakings. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Mong 
has  been  always  deeply  interested  in  civic  and  social 
projects  in  his  community  and  State,  his  influence 
being  contributive  to  community  betterment.  He  has 
taken  an  interest,  too,  in  business  affairs  quite  aside 


from  the  oil  drilling  work  that  has  constituted  his 
main  commercial  endeavor  for  he  is  also  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of 
Waynesburg.  Since  191 1  he  has  been  connected  also 
with  different  oil  and  gas  production  enterprises  in 
Greene  and  Washington  counties,  serving  as  either 
partner  or  director  in  several  companies.. 

In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is 
a  member,  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  153,  of 
Waynesburg.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Washing¬ 
ton  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Pittsburgh  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  In  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  Mr.  Mong  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  He  has  consistently  given  his 
best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of  devotion  to 
the  many  projects  and  interests  that  have  concerned 
him,  exercising  an  influence  for  good  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  among  his  fellowmen  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Charles  Lester  Mong  married,  in  1901,  Cora  Krat- 
zer,  of  Monroe,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Lauretta  (Stubble)  Kratzer.  Her  mother  is  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mong  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  1.  Anna  Alienne,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women,  in  Pittsburgh,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts,  and  later  from  the  Katharine  Gibbs  Secre¬ 
tarial  School,  in  New  York  City;  she  became  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Van  Cleve,  of  New  York  City.  2. 
Ruth  Esther,  attending  high  school. 


W.  M.  C.  CRAINE — Many  phases  of  business, 
civic  and  financial  life  have  interested  W.  M.  C. 
Craine,  president  of  the  Altoona  Trust  Company, 
who,  in  this  capacity,  has  rendered  outstanding  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  city  of  which  he  is  a  resident.  He  is  widely 
known  in  Pennsylvania  industrial  and  commercial 
circles,  and  is  universally  esteemed  by  his  fellowmen; 
for  his  contributions  to  society  have  been  freely 
given  in  a  variety  of  realms  and  ways. 

Air.  Craine  was  born  in  Blair  County,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  1867,  son  of  Wilson  E.  and  Samantha 
(Clarkson)  Craine.  His  father,  a  native  of  Henshey- 
town,  Blair  County,  was  a  member  for  many  years 
of  the  school  board  in  Altoona,  where  he  was  a  well- 
known  merchant;  he  died  in  1880.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Cassville,  Huntingdon  County,  and  she,  too, 
is  deceased.  They  had  six  children  in  all,  three  of 
whom  are  living  at  the  time  of  writing. 

Of  these  three,  W.  M.  C.  Craine,  whose  name 
heads  this  review,  received  his  earliest  formal  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools,  later  attending  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1889  with  the  degree  of  Graduate 
in  Pharmacy.  In  Altoona,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  until  1905,  when  he  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness  because  of  the  condition  of  his  health.  Ap¬ 
pointed  collector  of  school  taxes  for  the  city,  he 
so  continued  until  1912.  As  early  as  1906,  however, 
he  had  established  a  bonding  and  insurance  business 
in  this  city  under  his  own  name;  and  this  enterprise, 
he  conducted  successfully  until  1929,  some  years 
after  he  had  begun  his  banking  connection.  In  that 
year  the  insurance  company  adopted  the  name  of 
W.  AI.  C.  Craine  and  Son,  its  offices  being  in  the 
Alasonic  Temple  Building. 

It  was  about  1923  that  Air.  Craine  became  a 
director  of  the  Altoona  Trust  Company;  and  in 
Alarch,  1928,  he  was  made  its  president.  This  bank, 
which  is  widely  known  in  financial  circles  in  Penn- 
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sylvania,  was  organized  on  May  6,  1901,  and  in 
October,  1901,  was  opened  for  business,  its  head¬ 
quarters  then  being  in  Eleventh  Avenue.  On  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1903,  it  went  into  its  quarters  in  the  build¬ 
ing  that  it  now  occupies.  The  original  officers  of 
the  bank  were:  J.  A.  B.  Melvin,  president;  William 
V.  Hughes,  vice-president;  and  William  H.  Weber, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  officers  at  the  time  of 
writing  are:  W.  M.  C.  Craine,  president;  William 
V.  Hughes,  vice-president;  Enos  M.  Jones,  vice- 
president;  J.  H.  Dillen,  treasurer  and  assistant  trust 
officer;  and  Samuel  Wilson,  secretary  and  trust 
officer.  The  directors  are:  D.  M.  Clemson,  William 
V.  Hughes,  Enos  M.  Jones,  Samuel  Wilson,  W.  M. 
C.  Craine,  D.  N.  Slep,  Thomas  C.  Hare,  and  J.  H. 
Dillen.  The  bank’s  condition  is  strong  and  secure, 
it  having  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000,  surplus  of 
$700,000,  undivided  profits  of  $13,509.88,  and  deposits 
amounting  to  $3,088,000.  Its  total  assets  are  $5,- 
136,205.  Mr.  Craine  has,  of  course,  done  a  great 
deal  in  recent  years  to  further  the  upbuilding  of 
the  Altoona  Trust  Company,  which,  under  his  guid¬ 
ance  and  leadership,  has  grown  to  very  large  propor¬ 
tions. 

At  the  same  time,  he  has  taken  part  extensively 
in  the  growth  and  development  of  Altoona’s  civic 
well-being,  having  proven  himself  to  be  always  on 
the  side  of  advancement  and  progress.  He  became, 
as  early  as  1892,  a  member  of  the  city  council 
here,  so  continuing  and  faithfully  serving  until 
1898.  Later  he  was  head  of  the  board  of  public 
works  of  the  city  for  six  years,  and  for  one  term 
was  city  treasurer  of  Altoona.  For  eight  years  he 
was  commissioner  of  the  city  and  director  of  finance. 
His  political  views  have  been  consistently  those  of 
the  Republican  party,  of  whose  policies  and  prin¬ 
ciples  he  has  been  a  staunch  supporter  and  advocate. 
Fraternal  and  social  life  has  held  a  great  interest 
for  him;  and  he  is  a  member  of  Altoona  Lodge, 
No.  102,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Blairmont  Club,  and  the  Spruce  Creek  Club. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Altoona  finds  in  him 
one  of  its  leading  workers;  and  he  is  affiliated,  in 
his  religious  views,  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Along  with  his  banking  activities,  Mr.  Craine  finds 
time  for  participation  in  the  management  of  other 
business  enterprises,  being  president  of  the  Security 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  of  this  city,  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Blair  Hotel  Company,  and  secretary  and 
a  director  of  the  Altoona  Times-Tribune  Company. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Altoona  Hospital.  Each  of  his  undertakings  has 
been  fraught  with  value  for  the  city  of  which  he  is 
such  a  valued  resident;  and  his  position  is  con¬ 
sequently  one  of  eminence  and  warm  esteem. 

W.  M.  C.  Craine  married,  in  1889,  Emma  Lloyd 
Thompson,  of  Birmingham,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  John  R.  and  Amelia  (Isenberg)  Thompson.  By 
this  marriage  there  have  been  four  children:  1.  J. 
Robert  T.,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  2.  Mary  C., 
who  became  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Snyder,  of  South 
Orange,  New  Jersey.  3.  Donald  W.,  who  is  asso¬ 
ciated  in  business  with  his  father.  4.  Eleanor,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Archie  Slutzker,  of  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania.  There  are  also  four  grandchildren: 
E.  A.  and  Mary  C.  (Craine)  Snyder  being  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  boys,  Robert  A.  and  Richard  C.  Sny¬ 
der;  and  Archie  and  Eleanor  (Craine)  Slutzker 
being  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Robert  C.  and 
Harry  Slutzker. 


MRS.  VIRGINIA  (COCHRAN)  WALTZ— A 

leader  in  many  spheres  of  women’s  activity,  Mrs. 
Virginia  (Cochran)  Waltz  has  been  a  well-known 
figure  in  Pennsylvania  life  during  the  past  ten 
years.  She  was  born  in  Washington  County,  on 
November  29,  1884,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Flor¬ 
ence  (Porter)  Cochran.  Her  father,  a  farmer,  who 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  died  in  1890.  Her 
mother  was  born  in  Fayette  County  and  is  still 
living. 

Mrs.  Waltz  was  educated  at  Allegheny  High 
School  and  the  State  Normal  School.  Subsequently 
she  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Allegheny  and 
Washington  counties  until  about  the  year  1923.  In 
the  meantime  she  had  become  very  active  in  civic 
affairs.  Mrs.  Waltz  was  Washington  County  chair¬ 
man  of  the  women’s  suffrage  movement  during  the 
years  when  the  campaign  for  equal  suffrage  was  at 
its  height.  She  was  chairman  of  the  woman’s  speak¬ 
ers  bureau  during  the  World  War,  and  later  became 
Washington  County  chairman  of  Americanization  in 
the  Council  of  National  Defense.  Mrs.  Waltz  was 
also  a  member  and  one  of  the  five  directors  of  the 
State  board  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  County 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  and  chairman  of  its 
committee  on  international  relations.  A  public  speaker 
of  great  charm  and  forcefulness,  she  has  been  called 
upon  to  speak  before  women’s  clubs  throughout  the 
county  and  State.  Mrs.  Waltz  is  a  charter  member 
of  Lincoln  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and 
is  a  Past  Matron  of  the  Chapter.  She  has  also  been 
prominent  in  the  higher  bodies  of  the  order,  serving 
as  one  of  the  State  grand  officers,  and  on  four  oc¬ 
casions  as  district  deputy.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Current  Events  Club  at  Washington  and  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Circle  and  Home  Conservation  League.  In 
spite  of  the  many  demands  on  her  time  and  attention, 
she  has  given  much  effort  to  the  promotion  of  benevo¬ 
lent  enterprises  and  has  been  generous  in  helping 
those  who  are  in  need  of  friendly  assistance.  Mrs. 
Waltz  was  appointed  by  Governor  Pinchot  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Training  School  at  Morganza,  Pennsylvania,  was 
subsequently  reappointed  by  Governor  Fisher  and  is 
now  serving  a  third  term  under  reappointment  from 
Governor  Pinchot.  During  the  the  last  campaign 
of  Governor  Pinchot  she  was  Washington  County 
chairman  of  women  in  his  behalf.  Mrs.  Waltz  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Little  Theatre  movement 
at  Washington,  has  since  served  as  one  of  its  direc¬ 
tors  and  has  also  been  a  player  in  several  of  the 
productions  of  this  group.  In  addition  she  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  plays  in  the  high  school  here,  having  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  theatre  and  in  ama¬ 
teur  productions.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Waltz  has  served  in  many 
varied  fields  with  great  credit  to  herself  and  benefit 
to  the  enterprises  with  which  she  has  been  con¬ 
nected. 

In  1906  she  was  married  to  Ernest  Waltz  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Thomas  Waltz. 
Mr.  Waltz,  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War, 
in  which  he  served  in  the  Philippines  with  the 
famous  fighting  Tenth,  is  the  owner  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Laundry  here.  He  has  also  been  active  in 
Masonic  work  being  a  member  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  623,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Waltz  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  I. 
Richard,  born  on  June  27,  1924.  2.  Florence  Bass, 
born  on  October  7,  1926. 
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BRYON  B.  DAILY — A  leader  in  business,  socially 
prominent,  and  a  lover  of  sports,  Byron  B.  Daily  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Waynesburg,  Greene  County.  He  came  straight 
from  college  to  the  city  to  begin  his  business  career, 
in  iqo6,  and  has  since  been  intimately  associated  with 
the  people  and  affairs  of  Waynesburg.  His  influence 
upon  the  development  of  the  place  has  been  helpful 
and  unselfish.  He  has  the  gift  of  friendship  and  has 
won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  many,  and  by 
his  straightforward  life  and  readiness  to  lend  a  hand 
wherever  help  is  needed  has  gained  the  appreciation 
and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

He  was  born  June  14,  1884,  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  a  son  of  Bernard  B.  and  Leah  (Young) 
Daily.  His  father  was  a  native  of  County  Killarney, 
Ireland,  born  in  1847,  came  to  this  country  in  1863, 
and  for  most  of  his  life  was  interested  in  oil  and  gas 
production,  being  now  retired.  His  mother  was  born 
in  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1854,  and  died  in 
1899.  The  family,  which  eventually  consisted  of 
eight,  all  but  the  mother  now  living,  removed  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1887.  Byron  B.  Daily  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Washington  County,  in  the 
Waynesburg  High  School,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1902,  and  in  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1906  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemist.  He  then  came  to 
Waynesburg  and  entered  the  employ  of  J.  T.  Rogers 
and  Company,  retail  druggists,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  for  nearly  twelve  years.  In  1918  he  purchased 
the  business  from  the  Rogers  concern  and,  as  the 
sole  proprietor,  ran  it  successfully  until  1921,  when, 
desiring  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  business  he  en¬ 
tered  into  a  partnership  agreement  with  Carl  M. 
Spragg.  As  the  firm  of  Daily  and  Spragg,  it  is 
now  the  leading  business  of  its  kind  in  Waynesburg. 

However  important  the  making  of  money,  Mr. 
Daily  has  always  found  the  time  and  opportunity  to 
enjoy  many  other  phases  of  life.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican,  an  active  worker  in  the  party,  and 
has  been  elected  for  four  years’  service  on  the  bor¬ 
ough  council.  He  has  been  a  director  on  the  board 
of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Fond  of  golf 
and  sociability,  he  has  promoted  the  affairs  of  the 
Greene  County  Country  Club,  and  was  honored  with 
election,  in  1931,  to  its  presidency.  He  is  a  past  pres¬ 
ident  and  a  present  State  director  of  the  Izaak 
Walton  League  of  America.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Daily 
is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Blue  Lodge  No.  153;  Council  and  Chapter,  and  Jac¬ 
ques  De  Molay  Commandery,  all  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania;  and  also  with  the  Pittsburgh  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Syria  Tem¬ 
ple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is,  too,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  75 7, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  reli¬ 
gious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  he  is  a  trustee  of  the  local  church. 

In  1908,  Byron  B.  Daily  was  married  to  Jane  H. 
Hoover,  a  daughter  of  D.  T.  and  Sophronia  (Cary) 
Hoover,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  John 
L.,  born  on  August  26,  1909.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Allegheny  College,  holding  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts,  and  is  now  attending  the  law  school  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh. 


DANIEL  N.  SLEP — As  president  of  the  Mirror 
Printing  Company,  Daniel  N.  Slep  has  assumed  the 
responsibilities  connected  with  the  publication  of  a 
paper  which  has  been  an  important  influence  in 
Altoona  life  for  many  years.  It  was  established  orig¬ 


inally  by  his  father,  and  Mr.  Slep  has  inherited  the 
traditions,  hopes  and  fine  ideals  of  the  founder,  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  worthy  work  with  energy,  discrimination 
and  success. 

Harry  Slep,  founder  of  the  “Mirror,”  was  bom  in 
Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  on  October  24,  1836,  a  son 
of  Louis  and  Frederika  Slep.  In  the  late  ’forties,  at 
the  age  of  ten,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America, 
embarking  on  a  small  sailing  vessel  at  Bremen  in 
August,  1846,  and  finally  reaching  Baltimore  after  a 
perilous  voyage  of  fourteen  weeks  in  which  the  tiny 
craft  was  buffeted  by  heavy  seas  and  gales,  which 
took  every  mast  of  the  vessel  overboard.  Thus  at  an 
early  age  Mr.  Slep  joined  the  rising  tide  of  German 
immigration  which  was  to  bring  so  many  men  of 
strong,  courageous  character  to  the  growing  Amer¬ 
ican  nation.  On  the  arrival  of  the  family  at  Balti¬ 
more,  a  big  Conestoga  wagon  was  engaged  to  carry 
them  and  their  goods  to  Mechanicsburg,  in  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  an  uncle  of  Harry 
Slep  lived.  There  the  family  separated,  but  Mr. 
Slep  remained  with  his  uncle.  Here  he  began  imme¬ 
diately  the  active  business  of  life  in  a  new  land, 
studying  in  his  spare  time,  and  meanwhile  making 
plans  to  realize  his  ambitions  and  become  a  printer. 
At  this  time  George  Bergher,  who  subsequently  be¬ 
came  State  printer,  was  publishing  the  “Yaterlands 
Waechter”  in  Harrisburg.  He  consented  to  receive 
Mr.  Slep  in  his  employ  and  here  the  boy  was  ap¬ 
prenticed  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  had  learned  his  tasks  so  well  that  he  was  made 
foreman  of  the  English  and  German  job  shop.  At 
eighteen,  when  he  was  finally  free  to  leave,  he  sought 
to  find  a  printing  business  of  his  own,  and  although 
his  first  venture,  the  old  Mechanicsburg  “Gazette,” 
proved  unprofitable,  he  was  not  discouraged.  He 
returned  to  his  old  employer,  who  had  meanwhile 
became  the  publisher  of  the  Harrisburg  “Telegraph,” 
and  was  given  the  position  of  make-up  man  of  the 
“Legislative  Record.”  In  the  early  ’sixties,  however, 
he  again  left  Mr.  Bergher  to  work  as  a  foreman 
printer  in  Harrisburg,  Philadelphia  and  Williams¬ 
port  before  he  returned. 

It  was  in  March,  1871,  that  Harry  Slep  came  to 
Altoona  as  foreman  in  the  “Altoona  Sun”  job  office 
conducted  by  D.  M.  Moore.  Still  eager  to  have  his 
own  shop  and  business,  he  opened  a  job  plant  under 
the  name  of  the  Mirror  Printing  House  on  October 
21,  1872,  and  on  June  13,  1874,  established  the  “Eve¬ 
ning  Mirror.”  In  1877  Mr.  Slep  became  sole  owner 
of  this  enterprise,  but  shortly  afterwards  his  health 
broke  under  the  strain,  which  was  greatly  increased 
by  a  railroad  strike  at  that  time,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  sell  the  business  he  had  so  carefully  built  up.  A 
succession  of  owners  was  not  able  to  carry  it  on 
profitably,  and  in  1879  it  was  bought  by  E.  B. 
Haines  who  changed  the  name  of  the  “Mirror”  to 
“The  Call”  and  moved  it  to  Harrisburg.  After  Mr. 
Slep  recovered  his  health  he  established  the  “Volks- 
fuehrer,”  a  weekly  and  the  first  German  newspaper 
to  be  printed  in  Altoona.  This  journal  he  subse¬ 
quently  sold  in  1881. 

In  the  meantime  his  job  printing  business  had 
grown  and  prospered.  It  continued  to  expand  and 
once  more  Mr.  Slep  returned  to  his  ambition  to 
publish  an  important  paper.  He  built  a  modern 
newspaper  building  at  No.  1012  Eleventh  Street,  and 
there,  on  June  16,  1888,  revived  the  “Altoona  Mir¬ 
ror”  under  that  name.  On  July  4,  1890,  he  took 
his  son  into  partnership,  forming  the  firm  of  H.  and 
W.  H.  Slep.  In  1892  a  three-story  building  was 
erected,  and  there  the  first  linotype  machines  to  be 
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used  in  central  Pennsylvania  were  installed.  The  first 
issue  of  the  “Mirror”  set  wholly  by  linotypes  ap¬ 
peared  on  June  13,  1896.  In  March,  1900,  the  paper 
moved  into  a  larger  brick  building,  and  on  July  12, 
1911,  ground  was  broken  for  a  still  larger  plant, 
where  the  first  issue  was  printed  on  April  1,  1912. 
Finally,  in  1919-20,  the  annex  was  built  and  dedi¬ 
cated  on  June  14,  1920,  forty-six  years  and  a  day 
after  the  first  publication  of  the  “Mirror.”  These 
years  were  years  of  constructive  growth  and  prog¬ 
ress,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  community  and 
the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants.  Mr.  Slep  deserved 
and  won  the  respect  of  the  city  at  large,  and  his 
death  on  June  16,  1922,  was  widely  mourned. 

Mr.  Slep’s  life  had  not  been  without  sorrow.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Slep,  a  son,  had  died  in  1906,  and  this  was 
a  severe  blow  to  his  father’s  hopes  and  affections. 
His  second  son,  also  active  in  the  business,  died  on 
January  7,  1921,  and  on  November  17,  1921,  his 
stepson,  J.  G.  Humes,  general  manager  of  the  Mir¬ 
ror  Printing  Company,  died.  Mrs.  Alice  Hagery, 
a  daughter,  preceded  him  in  death  by  several  years. 
There  were  left,  when  he  passed  away  in  1922,  his 
wife,  Anna  C.  Slep,  his  son,  Daniel  N.,  whose  name 
heads  this  review,  and  two  daughters,  Cordelia,  wife 
of  A.  J.  Holtzinger,  of  Altoona,  and  Mary,  wife 
of  S.  Arthur  Coffey,  of  Harrisburg.  There  were 
also  twenty-four  grandchildren  and  fourteen  great¬ 
grandchildren.  Eight  grandsons  acted  as  pall-bearers 
at  his  funeral. 

Daniel  N.  Slep,  of  this  record,  was  born  in  Al¬ 
toona,  Blair  County,  on  October  20,  1872.  He  was 
educated  in  local  schools  and  after  leaving  high 
school  he  became  associated  with  the  Mirror  Print¬ 
ing  Company.  Following  in  his  father’s  footsteps 
and  under  the  able  guidance  of  the  elder  man,  he 
learned  all  details  of  the  printing  and  publishing 
business  with  great  thoroughness,  acquiring  a  broad 
background  of  experience  which  has  been  of  great 
value  to  him  in  later  years.  Mr.  Slep  has  been 
associated  with  the  Mirror  Printing  Company  during 
his  entire  active  career.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  company  since  his  father’s  death  in  1922,  con¬ 
tinuing  the  policies  of  the  founder  and  carrying  on 
this  enterprise  with  conspicuous  success.  The  “Al¬ 
toona  Mirror”  embodies  today  as  it  has  always  done 
the  highest  ideals  of  newspaper  ethics  and  general 
service  to  the  community.  Its  columns  are  clean.  It 
has  fought  always  for  justice  and  right,  and  it  has 
given  its  support  to  every  worthy  movement  in  the 
best  interests  of  community,  State  and  Nation. 

Mr.  Slep  is  a  member  of  the  American  Publishers’ 
Association,  the  Typothetae  Association,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Dailies  Association  and  the  United  States 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  At  Altoona  he  is  a  director 
of  the  Lions  Club,  a  member  of  the  Altoona  Boosters 
and  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Juniata  Boosters  Association.  With 
his  family  he  worships  in  the  Presbyterian  faith. 
Both  personally  and  through  the  columns  of  his 
paper  he  has  worked  for  the  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  he  has  been  a  generous  friend  to  those 
in  need,  contributing  substantially,  but  always  un¬ 
ostentatiously,  to  charitable  causes  and  to  individual 
cases  requiring  assistance.  Mr.  Slep  is  known  and 
respected  throughout  all  this  section  and  enjoys  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

In  1897,  Daniel  N.  Slep  married  Elda  Pearl  Pot¬ 
ter,  who  was  born  in  Altoona.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  James  G.,  who  served 
in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  War. 
2.  Daniel  R.,  now  deceased.  3.  Eugene  G.  4.  Philip  P. 


EDMUND  WIRT  LAIDLEY,  M.  D.— In  his 

native  community  of  Carmichaels,  Edmund  Wirt 
Laidley,  M.  D.,  has  richly  contributed  to  the  work 
done  by  the  medical  profession;  and  his  place  in  civic 
and  social  life  is  one  of  leadership  and  very  high 
regard  among  his  fellowmen. 

Dr.  Laidley  was  born  on  July  18,  18 66,  at  Car¬ 
michaels,  Greene  County,  son  of  Dr.  John  Barclay 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Galbraith)  Laidley  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  old  and  honored  family.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Bartram  Galbraith,  was  also  a 
physician,  having  practiced  his  profession  at  Jeffer¬ 
son,  Pennsylvania,  as  was  his  grandfather  on  the 
Laidley  side  of  the  house,  Thomas  Hamil  Laidley, 
who  practiced  medicine  at  Carmichaels,  coming  here 
in  1826  from  his  birthplace,  Morgantown,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Dr.  Laidley’s  great-grandfather  on  his  father’s 
side  was  Thomas  Laidlaw  (as  the  name  was  then 
spelled),  who  came  to  the  region  of  Pennsylvania 
west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  with  Robert  Gala- 
tin  and  settled  in  Morgantown,  West  Virginia;  he 
was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  on  January  1,  1756, 
and  with  his  brother  James  came  to  America  before 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  In  this  country  the 
brothers  parted  because  of  difference  of  opinion  in 
the  controversy  of  the  Colonies  with  the  mother¬ 
land,  James  remaining  loyal  to  England  and  Thomas 
siding  with  the  American  Colonies.  It  was  about 
that  time  that  Thomas  changed  the  spelling  of  the 
name  to  Laidley.  He  served  in  the  American  forces, 
and  was  with  General  Washington  at  the  battle 
of  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  He  also  was  commander 
of  some  boats  on  the  Delaware  River,  and  after  the 
war  was  a  merchant  and  trader,  shipping  produce 
to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

The  father  of  the  present  Dr.  Laidley,  John  Bar¬ 
clay  Laidley,  was  born  in  Carmichaels,  on  August 
21,  1830,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment  of  Western  Reserve  University,  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  practiced  medicine  in  Carmichaels  there¬ 
after  until  his  death  on  December  15,  1922.  He  was 
surgeon  in  the  85th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers  during  the  Civil  War,  having  been  loyal  to  the 
Union  cause,  and  also  served  as  brigade  surgeon.  His 
wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Galbraith)  Laidley,  was 
born  in  Jefferson,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  20, 
1829,  and  died  on  April  20,  1921.  As  may  be  seen 
from  the  family  record,  Dr.  Laidley’s  professional 
choice  is  practically  a  matter  of  inheritance,  both 
grandfathers  and  his  father  having  been  physicians. 
His  brother,  Dr.  John  C.  Laidley,  also  carried  on 
this  tradition,  having  been  a  physician  in  Carmichaels 
until  his  death,  on  February  22,  1919.  It  has  been 
computed  that  the  Carmichaels  community  has  not, 
for  over  a  century,  been  without  a  Dr.  Laidley. 
Another  brother,  William  Galbraith  Laidley,  now  re¬ 
sides  in  Uniontown. 

Dr.  Edmund  Wirt  Laidley,  of  whom  this  is  prima¬ 
rily  a  record,  received  his  early  schooling  at  Greene 
Academy  and  afterward  was  a  student  at  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1889  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
He  then  determined  upon  a  medical  career;  and, 
matriculating  at  the  medical  school  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1892  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Going  to  Europe  for 
post-graduate  studies  in  1895  and  1896,  he  added  to 
his  professional  knowledge,  so  making  his  career 
more  useful  to  his  fellowmen  and  to  the  Carmichaels 
community. 

In  1892  he  began  his  practice  in  Carmichaels,  start- 
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ing  his  work  immediately  following  his  completion  of 
his  studies  at  the  university.  His  field  has  been  that 
of  general  medicine;  though,  never  confining  his 
work  to  his  practice  alone,  he  has  freely  participated 
in  the  affairs  of  different  professional  groups.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  Greene 
County  Medical  Society.  In  the  national  association 
he  holds  the  rank  of  Fellow. 

In  his  political  views,  Dr.  Laidley  has  consistently 
supported  the  Democracy.  And  he  is  also  a  leader 
in  fraternal  life,  especially  through  his  membership 
in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  this  order,  he 
is  affiliated  with  Valley  Lodge  No.  459,  at  Mason- 
town,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master.  He  belongs,  too, 
to  the  Nemocolin  Country  Club,  in  Washington 
County.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a  trustee  of  his  church 
in  Carmichaels,  as  well  as  president  of  its  official 
board.  Into  all  his  many  activities,  professional,  civic, 
social  and  otherwise,  he  has  regularly  put  his  best 
energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of  enthusiasm;  and, 
as  a  result,  his  place  in  his  community  and  State  is 
one  of  distinct  usefulness  and  esteem. 

Dr.  Edmund  Wirt  Laidley  married,  on  June  6, 
1906,  Katherine  Stucki,  of  Braddock,  daughter  of 
Peter  Proysea  and  Barbara  (Zuber)  Stucki.  Her 
father  was  born  at  Berne,  Switzerland,  and  her 
mother  at  Baden-Baden,  Germany;  and  both  parents 
are  now  deceased. 


HON.  JOHN  ALBERT  BERKEY— A  lawyer 
and  a  public  servant,  Hon.  John  Albert  Berkey  has 
contributed  richly  to  the  well-being  of  his  fellowmen 
in  Somerset,  both  the  town  and  the  county,  and  in  the 
wider  reaches  of  Pennsylvania  life  has  proven  him¬ 
self  a  useful  and  worth  while  citizen.  He  has  added 
farming  to  his  other  pursuits ;  and  his  labors  have 
been  highly  useful  and  productive  of  good  results  in 
the  civic  affairs  of  his  community  and  State. 

Judge  Berkey  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township, 
Somerset  County,  son  of  Chauncey  Hess  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Adams)  Berkey.  His  father  was  a  carpenter 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  the  public  schools  of 
Somerset  County,  John  Albert  Berkey  received  his 
early  education;  and  he  later  attended  Pennsylvania 
Teachers’  College  at  California,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1884.  His  early  life  he  spent  on  a  farm, 
where  he  acquired  a  wide  knowledge  of  agricultural 
pursuits  and  led  in  this  phase  of  the  work  of  his 
region  of  Pennsylvania;  and,  when  he  gave  up  farm¬ 
ing,  he  became  a  teacher,  so  continuing  for  eight 
years,  until  he  entered  upon  his  practice  of  law,  which 
has  since  engaged  him  with  the  exceptions  of  periods 
that  he  has  spent  in  service  in  important  public 
offices.  It  was  in  1888  that  he  began  his  practice; 
and  since  then  he  has  been  continuously  concerned,  in 
one  or  another  of  its  phases,  with  the  law. 

Early  his  abilities  for  public  leadership  were  mani¬ 
fest;  and,  associating  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  organization,  he  was  sought  as  a  candidate  for 
different  offices  of  distinction,  in  county,  district  and 
State  life.  He  became,  for  instance,  district  attorney 
of  Somerset  County,  and  in  that  capacity  did  a  great 
deal  toward  the  furtherance  of  law  and  order  and  a 
preservation  of  the  spirit  of  the  laws  in  his  county. 
Then,  too,  he  served  as  president  judge  of  the  Six¬ 
teenth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  having  held 
that  post  for  a  decade,  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
itself  for  four  years  claimed  him  as  its  commissioner 
of  banking. 


In  fraternal  circles,  too,  Judge  Berkey  has  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowmen,  and  has  held 
numerous  positions  of  importance  and  trust.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  church  is  the 
Lutheran.  Into  all  his  varied  activities  and  affiliations, 
he  ever  put  his  best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure 
of  enthusiasm,  with  the  result  that  he  came  to  be 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  his  fellowmen,  even 
at  an  early  period  in  his  career ;  and  he  has  been  con¬ 
sistently  able  to  accomplish  more  for  the  good  of 
his  community  and  its  people  than  would  have  been 
possible  for  him  without  the  confidence  and  trust  that 
are  his. 

John  A.  Berkey  married,  in  Somerset,  on  April  3, 
1887,  Annie  Marie  Barron,  daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Catharine  (Gondar)  Barron.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  three  children:  1.  Mabel  Berkey,  born 
March  21,  1888,  now  Mrs.  Mabel  (Berkey)  Rinard. 
2.  Sue  Elizabeth  Berkey,  now  Mrs.  Sue  E.  (Berkey) 
Owlett,  born  May  21,  1893.  3-  Mary  Berkey,  now 

Mrs.  Mary  (Berkey)  Kentch,  born  December  27, 

1897. 


S.  C.  HEPLER,  M.  E.  D.,  M.  A.,  was  born  in 
Porter  Township,  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  on 
March  26,  1861.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Emanuel 
and  Susannah  (Armagost)  Hepler.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Clarion  County  and  his  mother  was  born 
in  Center  County,  this  State.  The  former  was  en¬ 
gaged  all  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the 
family  were  born  the  following  named  children:  1. 
Malinda,  widow  of  Isaac  Womeldorf.  2.  Angelina, 
deceased.  3.  Eli,  also  deceased.  4.  William,  of  New 
Bethlehem.  5.  Mary  Ann,  deceased.  6.  Charles  S., 
deceased.  7.  S.  C.,  of  whom  further.  8.  Harrison, 
deceased. 

S.  C.  Hepler  was  educated  in  the  grade  schools 
of  Clarion  County,  in  the  Clarion  Collegiate  Insti¬ 
tute  and  in  the  Clarion  Teachers  College.  He  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Clarion  Collegiate  Institute  in  1877 
and  from  the  Clarion  Teachers  College  in  1888.  In 
that  year  he  became  supervisory  principal  of  the 
New  Bethlehem  public  schools.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  for  six  years,  when  he  accepted  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  academic  department  of  Soule  Col¬ 
lege,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  for  three  years,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
elected  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Leechburg, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  till  1902  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  “New  Bethlehem  Leader,”  a  weekly 
newspaper,  and  took  charge  of  its  publication,  asso¬ 
ciating  with  him  his  son,  Lorenzo  Oscar  Hepler. 
In  1905  he  presented  the  “Leader”  plant  to  his  son 
who  had  just  become  of  age.  He  then  entered  the 
insurance  field,  continuing  in  that  work  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  when  he  reentered  the  “Leader”  office 
as  assistant  to  his  son. 

The  name  of  the  paper  is  now  the  “Leader-Vindica¬ 
tor,”  the  “Leader”  having  absorbed  the  old  “Vindica¬ 
tor”  in  January,  1930.  It  is  a  weekly  of  2,500  cir¬ 
culation  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  best  com¬ 
munity  papers  in  the  State. 

In  1887,  S.  C.  Hepler  was  co-author  of  a  history 
of  Clarion  County  which  was  for  many  years  con¬ 
sidered  a  standard  work.  He  was  also  engaged  by 
a  New  York  lyceum  as  a  popular  lecturer  and  was 
on  the  platform  for  two  years.  He  was  in  his  earlier 
life  one  of  the  leading  orators  of  the  State.  Of  late 
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he  lives  a  quiet  and  somewhat  retired  life,  not  engag¬ 
ing  in  any  active  public  work,  although  he  enjoys 
the  best  of  health  and  vigor  for  a  gentleman  of  his 
age. 

On  December  25,  1882,  Mr.  Hepler  was  married 
to  Margaret  Ann  Stephens,  daughter  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley  and  Lavina  (Miller)  Stephens,  of  Rimersburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Bessie  May,  deceased.  2.  Lorenzo  Oscar, 
of  whom  further.  3.  Ida  Zoe,  now  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Wiant,  of  New  Bethlehem.  4.  Mabel  Lee,  now  the 
wife  of  William  Edward  Henderson,  of  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Lorenzo  Oscar  Hepler,  only  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Hepler,  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  March 
13,  1885.  He  graduated  from  the  Leechburg  High 
School  and  received  instruction  in  the  Clarion  State 
Normal.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  associated  him¬ 
self  with  his  father  as  publisher  and  editor  of  the 
“New  Bethlehem  Leader”  and  has  been  its  editor 
and  manager  ever  since  he  became  of  age.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Marden  Stouteagle,  of  Fulton  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them,  namely, 
Agnes  Hickson,  deceased,  and  Nancy  Ann.  His  in¬ 
terests  are  many,  diversified  and  well  maintained.  He 
is  fraternally  active  as  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Grange.  He  is  a  notable  factor  in  the  development 
of  the  community,  State  and  Nation,  and  is  honored 
and  respected  as  a  leader,  a  man  and  a  friend  by 
all  who  know  him. 


KEPPELMAN — Much  that  is  of  intense  interest 
is  contained  in  the  record  of  the  Colonial  and  Revolu¬ 
tionary  ancestry  of  John  Arthur  Keppelman,  late  dis¬ 
tinguished  Reading  lawyer  and  president  of  a  large 
public  utility  corporation. 

The  surname  Keppelman  is  an  ancient  and  honor¬ 
able  one  in  Germany,  and  it  is  from  this  line  that  the 
American  ancestor  came.  John  Keppelman,  great¬ 
grandfather  of  John  Arthur  Keppelman,  the  Reading 
attorney  and  corporation  head,  was  a  distinguished 
soldier,  who  fought  under  the  great  Napoleon,  acquit¬ 
ting  himself  for  marked  courage  and  signal  valor  and 
efficiency  under  fire.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Wagram,  and  was  awarded  two  medals  of  honor  in 
recognition  of  his  service  in  action.  These  medals 
are  among  the  most  highly  prized  heirlooms  of  his 
descendants.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six,  his  wife 
surviving  him  until  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
They  had  four  children,  among  whom  was:  1.  John 
Joseph  Conrad,  of  whom  further. 

(Family  data.) 

(I)  John  Joseph  Conrad  Keppelman,  son  of  John 
Keppelman,  was  born  in  Baden-Baden,  Germany,  in 
1827.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  American  family 
of  that  name.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  locksmith 
in  his  native  province,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
left  home  to  sail  for  America.  For  a  short  time  he 
resided  in  Pottsville,  whence  he  went  to  Reading, 
where  he  established  a  foundry  business,  in  which  he 
became  eminently  successful,  operating  three  exten¬ 
sive  plants.  He  died  in  1907.  He  married  Christiana 
Bower,  daughter  of  John  and  Wilhelmina  (Beltz) 
Bower.  Children:  1.  William,  married  Ella  Brown. 
2.  John  H.,  of  whom  further.  3.  Emma,  married 
Dr.  Samuel  Ermentrout.  4.  Edward,  married  Ella 
Beacher.  5.  Howard,  married  Ida  Seiders.  6.  Ida, 
married  Joseph  Veasey.  7.  Katharine,  married  Dr. 


F.  X.  Wolf.  8.  Albert,  married  Catharine  Schroeder. 
9.  Theodore,  married  Sallie  Rowe.  10.  Florence,  mar¬ 
ried  Howard  Frees. 

(Ibid.  M.  L.  Montgomery:  “Berks  County  His¬ 
tory,”  1909.) 

(II)  John  H.  Keppelman,  second  son  of  John 
Joseph  Conrad  and  Christiana  (Bower)  Keppelman, 
was  born  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  February  16,  1853. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  Reading  High  School  in 
1870.  He  learned  the  trade  of  moulder  in  his  father’s 
foundry,  followed  it  for  some  nine  years,  and  then 
entered  the  service  of  the  Reading  municipality  in  the 
capacity  of  city  clerk,  which  office  he  filled  most 
acceptably  from  1879  to  1884.  In  1887,  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  Consumers’  Gas  Company  of 
Reading,  of  which  he  later  became  manager,  then  a 
director,  and  finally  president.  From  1885  to  1897  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Reading  City  Council,  first 
as  a  member  of  the  common  council,  and  for  the  last 
eight  years  in  the  select  body.  During  his  twelve 
years’  service  as  a  local  legislator  he  came  to  be 
known  as  the  “father”  of  the  first  paved  streets  and 
the  first  house  sewer  system  installed  in  Reading.  He 
was  frequently  besought  to  accept  the  nomination  for 
mayor,  but  steadfastly  declined  the  honor.  Another 
important  service  that  he  rendered  was  his  promotion 
and  championship  of  the  filtration  of  the  city’s  water 
supply,  which  involved  a  loan  of  a  half  a  million 
dollars,  and  it  was  unquestionably  due,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  his  ceaseless  efforts  that  this  great  public 
improvement  was  accomplished.  This  was  in  1907, 
and  some  three  years  later  he  made  many  stirring 
speeches  in  behalf  of  the  loan  of  $1,275,000  then  pro¬ 
posed  for  general  public  improvements.  He  always 
marched  under  the  political  banner  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

Mr.  Keppelman  had  been  an  earnest  and  enduring 
friend  of  the  cause  of  higher  education  from  the  days 
of  his  youth.  Shortly  after  he  was  graduated  from 
high  school  he  opened  an  evening  school  for  young 
men,  in  Ricktown,  the  northwestern  part  of  the  city 
of  Reading,  and  took  over  the  direction  of  the  part- 
time  studies  of  the  pupils,  who  were  drawn  from  the 
brickyards  and  other  industrial  plants  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Out  of  this  movement  grew  the  Nursery 
Literary  Association,  one  of  the  influential  organiza¬ 
tions  in  educational  affairs  in  Reading  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Keppelman  was  president  of  the  Reading  Board 
of  Trade  for  a  number  of  years,  a  director  of  two  of 
the  important  banks  of  that  city,  a  manager  of  the 
Reading  Public  Library,  and  a  member  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  of  Reading.  He  was  one  of  the 
fore-members  of  the  Keystone  Hook  and  Ladder  Com¬ 
pany,  which  organization  draped  its  hall  and  apparatus 
in  mourning  for  thirty  days  following  his  death.  One 
of  his  greatest  services  to  the  community  consisted  in 
his  activity  as  a  director  of  the  Reading-Berks  County 
Safety  Council,  which  body  indited  an  official  tribute 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  death.  He  was  prominent 
and  popular  in  fraternal  organizations,  as  the  Masons, 
Elks  and  Royal  Arcanum.  His  affiliation  in  the 
Masonic  Order  was  with  Teutonia  Lodge,  No.  367,  of 
which  his  father  was  the  founder  and  first  Master. 
He  died  August  9,  1920. 

John  H.  Keppelman  married,  in  1876,  Mary  E. 
Arthur.  (Arthur  III.)  Children:  1.  John  Arthur, 
of  whom  further.  2.  Edith,  died  in  infancy.  3.  Rob¬ 
ert,  died  in  his  youth. 

(Family  data.) 
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(III)  John  Arthur  Keppelman.  only  surviving  son 
and  child  of  John  H.  and  Mary  E.  (Arthur)  Keppel¬ 
man,  was  born  in  Reading,  Berks  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  June  1 8,  1877,  died  October  21,  1931.  He  was 
graduated  with  honors  from  the  High  School  for 
Boys,  class  of  1895,  of  which  he  was  chosen  class  ora¬ 
tor.  He  was  proficient  in  his  studies  and  excelled  as 
an  athelete.  His  preparatory  training  was  received  at 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1897.  In  that  year  he 
entered  Yale  University,  where  he  was  scholastically 
and  socially  prominent,  drew  down  prizes  for  oratory 
and  literary  work,  and  was  elected  to  Skull  and  Bones, 
one  of  the  most  exclusive  undergraduate  societies  of 
Yale,  and  probably  esteemed  the  most  select  college 
secret  society  in  the  country.  Ever  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion  from  Yale,  class  of  1901,  as  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
he  maintained  a  deep  and  affectionate  interest  in  his 
preparatory  school  and  alma  mater,  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  influencing  a  number  of  boys  to  pursue  their 
higher  education  at  both  institutions.  Having  been 
wooed  and  won  by  the  profession  of  the  law,  he  went 
from  Yale  to  Harvard  University  and  pursued  his 
legal  studies  at  its  law  school,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  the  class  of  1904. 

It  was  Mr.  Keppelman’s  original  intention  to  locate 
in  New  York  City  permanently  and  there  practice  his 
profession.  He  did  attach  himself,  in  1904,  to  the 
offices  of  Simpson,  Thatcher  and  Bartlett  in  that  city, 
and  while  associated  with  that  firm  was  identified 
with  the  organization  and  management  of  important 
public  utility  and  other  corporations.  He  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1906,  and  remained  with 
the  firm  until  1907.  There  was  every  promise  held 
out  for  a  brilliant  and  useful  career  in  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  when,  in  1907,  he  assented  to  the  pleadings  of  his 
family  to  go  to  Reading  and  there  establish  himself 
in  practice. 

In  1907,  Mr.  Keppelman  again  was  found  in  his 
native  city,  and  after  a  brief  association  with  Isaac 
Hiester,  now  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the  foremost 
attorneys  of  his  day  in  Berks  County,  he  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  that 
year.  He  at  once  opened  offices  in  his  own  name  in 
Reading,  where  his  professional  and  business  activi¬ 
ties  ever  afterward  centered.  His  early  practice  was 
general  in  character,  tending  later  to  specialization  in 
corporation  law,  in  which  department  he  arrived  at 
the  status  of  a  leader  of  the  bar  of  the  Keystone  State. 

Wide  and  varied,  as  Mr.  Keppelman’s  professional 
and  business  activities  were,  they  brought  him  into 
close  identification  with  some  of  the  most  important 
litigation  and  corporation  operations  in  the  southeast¬ 
ern  section  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  counsel  for 
numerous  manufacturing  and  industrial  corporations, 
banks  and  public  utility  companies,  as  gas,  street  rail¬ 
way,  electric  and  water,  in  a  number  of  which  he 
served  also  as  director  and  officer.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  drafting  of  the  Public  Service  Company 
law  and  in  framing  other  legislation  affecting  public 
service  corporations.  As  an  authority  on  public 
service  law  in  Pennsylvania  he  was  held  in  general 
esteem. 

Public  spirit  and  a  vision  of  the  potentialities  of 
the  future  of  Reading  were  outstanding  elements  of 
Mr.  Keppelman’s  citizenship.  Through  his  efforts  the 
first  extension  of  Reading’s  territorial  boundaries  in 
half  a  century  was  made  by  the  annexation  of  an 
extensive  outlying  district  which  now  constitutes  the 
Eighteenth  Ward.  This  precedent  established  by  him 
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was  used  as  a  basis  for  subsequent  annexations.  In 
1918,  1919,  and  1920  he  was  a  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association. 
During  the  World  War  period  he  served  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  as  Federal  Food  Administrator  for 
Berks  County.  He  was  made  chairman  of  the  Citi¬ 
zens’  Committee  charged  with  the  completion  of 
arrangements  for  the  first  National  Defense  Day 
celebration. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Keppelman’s  father,  August 
9,  1924,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Consumers’ 
Gas  Company  of  Reading,  of  which  he  was  formerly 
a  director  and  the  general  counsel.  His  knowledge 
of  public  service  companies,  his  familiarity  with  local 
conditions,  and  the  genuine  respect  held  for  him  by 
the  people  of  Reading  rendered  him  especially  well 
qualified  to  discharge  the  responsibilities  of  this 
important  position. 

When  it  came  to  National  and  State  politics,  Mr. 
Keppelman  was  always  to  be  found  aligned  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  local  affairs  he  was  known 
to  be  of  independent  leaning,  while  never  desirous  of 
entering  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  time 
and  energy  to  his  professional  and  business  affairs. 
His  strictly  professional  organizations,  by  which  he 
placed  great  store,  and  in  which  he  enjoyed  high 
standing,  were  the  American,  Pennsylvania  and  Berks 
County  Bar  associations.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Reading  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  body  and  the 
city  of  Reading  he  represented  at  the  annual  conven¬ 
tions  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  of  which  he  was  also  a  member.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  included  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  435, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  a  Past 
Master ;  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  the  Knights  Templar,  the  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  Rajah  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  Reading  Lodge,  No.  155, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  belonged 
to  Yale  Chapter  of  the  Psi  Upsilon  Fraternity,  the 
Wyomissing  Club,  the  Berkshire  Country  Club,  the 
Yale  clubs  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  the  Univer¬ 
sity  clubs  of  Reading  and  Philadelphia,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Society,  the  Historical  Society  of 
Berks  County,  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  New 
York,  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Sciences  of  New  York,  the  Engineers’  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Congressional  Country  Club  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  the  American 
Economic  Association,  the  American  Society  of  Inter¬ 
national  Law,  the  Reading  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  director. 
His  religious  connection  was  with  Christ  Episcopal 
Church  of  Reading. 

Mr.  Keppelman  was  endowed,  among  other  things, 
with  a  pronounced  gift  as  a  public  speaker.  A  singu¬ 
lar  personal  charm  and  magnetism,  supplemented  by  a 
broad  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs,  rendered  his 
public  addresses  upon  political  subjects  and  his  quasi¬ 
public  treatment  of  literary  values  rare  treats  for 
those  privileged  to  be  his  auditors.  He  was  an  ardent 
sportsman,  and  the  organizer  of  the  Berks  County 
Rod  and  Gun  Association,  through  which  body  he 
was  enabled  to  replenish  the  fields  and  streams  of 
Berks  County  with  their  natural  denizens.  He  was 
a  widely  read  man,  of  discriminating  tastes,  and  pos¬ 
sessed  one  of  the  finest  private  libraries  in  the  State, 
containing  many  first  editions  and  rare  bindings. 

John  Arthur  Keppelman  married,  March  19,  1907, 
Harriet  May  Sternbergh.  (Sternbergh  V.)  Chil- 
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dren :  i.  John  Arthur,  Jr.  2.  Arthur  Conrad.  3. 
Richard  Schuyler.  4.  Robert  May.  5.  Pearl  Lam¬ 
bert,  a  son,  died  in  1914. 

(The  Sternbergh  Line). 

During  the  troublous  times  in  the  Palatinate,  in 
Germany,  the  Sternbergh  family,  with  hundreds  of 
other  families,  sought  America  as  a  refuge.  It  is 
said  that  four  unmarried  brothers,  David,  Adam, 
Nicholas,  and  Lambert  settled  in  Schoharie  County, 
New  York,  about  1703,  and  were  among  the  first  to 
raise  wheat  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  where  they  had 
large  farms. 

(“History  of  Reading  and  Berks  County,”  Vol.  I,  p. 
341.) 

(I)  Adam  Sternbergh,  born  in  Germany,  was  a 
resident  of  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  between 
1713  and  1730,  and  probably  earlier.  He  died  in 
1782.  By  his  wife,  whose  name  is  not  known,  he  had 
at  least  four  children:  1.  Peter.  2.  Adam,  of  whom 
further.  3.  Joseph.  4.  Betsey. 

(“American  Ancestry,”  Vol.  VI,  p.  81.  (Newspaper 
clipping  pasted  in  “History  of  Schoharie  County.”) 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.) 

(II)  Adam  Sternbergh,  Jr.,  son  of  Adam  Stern¬ 

bergh,  died  at  Charleston,  New  York,  at  age  of 
eighty-four.  He  is  spoken  of  as  “Adam,  Jr.”  in  a  list 
of  early  residents  of  Schoharie  County.  Among  his 
children  was :  1.  William,  of  whom  further. 

(Ibid.) 

(III)  William  Sternbergh,  son  of  Adam  Stern¬ 

bergh,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Charleston,  New  York,  June 
8,  1775,  and  died  at  New  York  City,  October  8,  1861. 
He  lived  first  in  Henrietta,  Monroe  County,  but  was 
living  in  Saratoga  Springs  by  1850.  He  married 
(first),  February  26,  1796,  Hannah  Keller;  (second), 
October  28,  1810,  Margaret  (“Peggy”)  Schuyler. 
(Schuyler  VI.)  Among  the  children  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Schuyler)  Sternbergh,  were:  1.  William, 
Jr.,  born  about  1822.  2.  Asa,  born  about  1824;  a  phy¬ 
sician.  3.  Charlotte  M.,  born  about  1828.  4.  Marcia, 

born  about  1831.  5.  James  Hervey,  of  whom  further. 
6.  Thomas  J.,  born  about  1836. 

(“American  Ancestry,”  Vol.  VI,  p.  81.  United  States 
Census,  1850,  Saratoga  Springs.) 

(IV)  James  Hervey  Sternbergh,  son  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Schuyler)  Sternbergh,  was  born  in 
Henrietta,  Monroe  County,  New  York,  died  at  Read¬ 
ing  in  May,  1913.  He  removed  to  Saratoga  Springs 
in  1844,  and  to  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  in  1865.  Hav¬ 
ing  invented  among  other  things  a  machine  for 
making  nuts,  he  began  the  manufacture  of  bolts, 
nuts  and  rivets,  a  business  which  grew  to  large 
proportions.  In  September,  1899,  J.  H.  Sternbergh 
and  Son  consolidated  their  business  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Nut,  Bolt  and  Rivet  Works,  of  Reading, 
and  three  similar  companies  at  Lebanon,  forming  the 
American  Iron  and  Steel  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Sternbergh  was  president  until  he  retired 
in  1907.  He  married  (first)  Harriet  May,  of  South- 
bridge,  Massachusetts.  (May  VII.)  He  married 
(second)  Mary  Candace  Dodds,  of  North  Hero,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  had  six  children.  Children  of  the  first 
marriage  :  1.  William  Hervey,  died  in  1864.  2.  Philip 
Hervey,  born  in  1865  and  died  in  1903.  3.  Pearl  Lam¬ 


bert,  died  in  1892.  4.  Herbert  May,  born  January  5, 
1871.  5.  Harriet  May,  of  whom  further. 

(“American  Ancestry,”  Vol.  VI,  p.  81.  Montgomery: 
“History  of  Berks  County,”  1909,  Vol.  I,  pp.  341-42. 
“History  of  Reading  and  Berks  Counties,”  Vol.  II,  pp. 

5e-6f. ) 

(V)  Harriet  May  Sternbergh,  daughter  of  James 
Hervey  and  Harriet  (May)  Sternbergh,  married  John 
Arthur  Keppelman.  (Keppelman  III.) 

(The  May  Line). 

Already  in  use  as  a  surname  in  England  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  May  has  two  possible  derivations. 
The  two  forms  May  and  Mai  developed  from  an  Old 
English  word  signifying  young  lad  or  girl,  or  even 
son,  son-in-law,  and  sometimes  relative,  and  in  its 
meaning  of  maid  is  found  in  Chaucer’s  “Canterbury 
Tales.”  As  Le  May  it  is  common  in  the  Hundred 
Rolls  and  appears  in  them  also  as  Maye  and  May. 
Again  it  is  the  nickname  from  the  French  form 
Maheu  as  Mat  is  for  the  English  Mathew.  The  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  counties  of  Salop,  Lincoln,  and  York  show 
the  name  in  its  various  forms  from  the  year  1273  on. 

(Bardsley:  “Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Sur¬ 
names.”  Harrison :  “Surnames  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom.”  Lower:  “Patronymica  Britannica.”) 

(I)  John  May,  whose  ancestry  is  unknown,  was 
born  in  England  about  1560,  and  died  in  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  April  28,  1670,  aged  eighty  years. 
According  to  tradition,  he  was  from  Mayfield,  County 
Sussex,  England,  and  was  master  of  a  vessel,  “The 
James,”  which  as  early  as  1635  sailed  between  the  port 
of  London  and  New  England.  About  1640,  he  settled 
in  that  part  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  which  was 
later  called  Jamaica  Plain.  He  was  made  a  freeman 
of  the  Colony,  June  2,  1641.  Following  is  an  abstract 
of  his  will,  which  was  a  nuncupative,  or  declaratory, 
one : 

We  whose  names  are  here  underwritten  being  sent 
for  upon  the  Sabbath  morning  being  the  24th  of  Aprill 
1670  to  come  unto  ye  House  of  Jno.  Mays  now  deceased 
hee  then  being  sick  yet  of  a  perfect  Understanding  he 
said  to  Us’  he  wished  to  dispose  of  his  estate  to  pre¬ 
vent  trouble  &c  between  his  two  sons  &  his  wife.  Son 
John  to  have  all  his  tools  &c,  half  a  lot  of  land  on 
east  side  of  stony  river.  A  brass  pan  to  his  eldest 
grandchild.  Rest  of  land  &c  to  son  Samuel.  House¬ 
hold  goods  divided  equally  between  two  sons  after 
death  of  his  wife.  Edward  Bridge  and  Edward  Mor¬ 
ris  to  be  his  overseers,  sons  John  and  Samuel  executors. 

(Attest.)  29  Apr.  1670.  William  Parke. 

Edward  Morris. 

It  is  recorded  of  his  first  wife  that  she  was  “a  very 
gracious  and  savory  Christian.”  John  May  married 
(first)  probably  in  England;  his  wife  died  in  Rox¬ 
bury,  Massachusetts,  June  18,  1651,  name  unknown. 
He  married  (second)  Sarah,  who  died  in  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  May  4,  1670.  Children  of  first  mar¬ 
riage,  born  in  England :  1.  John,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Samuel,  died  June  11,  1677;  married  (first)  Abi¬ 
gail  Stansfall  (Stansfull,  or  Stanfield)  ;  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Mary;  he  was  one  of  the  original  signers  of 
the  compact  to  remove  from  Roxbury,  Massachusetts, 
to  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  in  1683,  but  no  evidence 
is  found  that  he  went  there.  Eleazer,  the  fifth  of 
Samuel  May’s  eight  children,  was  slain  by  the  Indians 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

(R.  S.  Edes :  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  p.  1.  C.  H.  Pope:  “The  Pioneers  of 
Massachusetts,”  p.  308.  “New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,”  Vol.  XLVIII,  p.  460.) 
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(II)  John  May,  son  of  John  May,  was  born  in 
England,  about  1628-31,  and  died  in  Roxbury,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  September  11,  1671.  He  came  to  America 
with  his  father,  and  occupied,  apparently,  the  same 
land  that  his  father  did.  He  had  land  at  Norays  and 
at  Wolomonopog,  a  salt  marsh  at  Gravel  Point,  other 
land  bought  of  Robert  Williams,  and  woodland  bought 
of  Goodman  Howe.  By  the  nuncupative  will  of  his 
father,  he  received  “half  a  Lott  of  Land  lying  in  a 
place  on  the  East  Side  of  Stony  River  Nere  the  house 
of  Jno.  Wold.  The  whole  conta  about  Sixteene 
acres.”  His  brother,  Samuel,  inherited  the  other  half 
of  the  said  lot.  Like  his  father,  he  mentioned  in  his 
will  carpenter’s  tools,  an  indication  that  like  many 
of  the  early  settlers,  he  had  a  trade  at  which  he 
worked  in  connection  with  farming.  He  was  admitted 
a  freeman  of  the  Colony  in  1660.  For  some  months 
before  his  death  he  was  blind. 

John  May  married,  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts, 
November  19,  1656,  “Sarah  Bruer,”  or,  according  to 
the  “May  Genealogy,”  Mrs.  Sarah  (Brewer)  Bruce, 
whose  former  husband’s  name  and  history  is  unknown, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Joanna  Brewer.  Children, 
born  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts:  1.  Mary,  born 
November  7,  1657;  married,  in  1676,  J.  Ruggles.  2. 
Sarah,  born  September  8,  1659,  died  December  29, 
1712;  married,  February  24,  1679-80,  Samuel  Wil¬ 
liams.  3.  Eleazar,  born  February  12,  1662;  lived  only 
a  few  days.  4.  John,  born  May  19,  1663,  died  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1730;  married  Prudence  Bridge.  5.  Mehetabel, 
born  May  6,  1665.  6.  Naomi,  born  May  20,  1667.  7. 
Elisha,  of  whom  further.  8.  Ephraim,  born  December 
23,  1670;  married  before  1706;  removed  to  Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts. 

(R.  S.  Edes:  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  pp.  2,  120.  “Suffolk  County,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Probate  Records,”  Vol.  VII,  p.  56.) 

(III)  Elisha  May,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Brewer- 
Bruce)  May,  was  born  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts, 
March  20,  1668-69.  When  he  was  eleven  years  of  age 
(September  8,  1680),  “John  Watson  and  Henry 
Bowen,  both  of  Roxbury,”  were  “appointed  guardians 
to  John  Mays,  Elisha  Mays,  and  Ephraim  Mays,  three 
sons  of  John  Mays,  sometimes  of  Roxbury,  deceased.” 
(“Suffolk  County  Probate  Records.”)  About  1695, 
Elisha  and  his  brother,  Ephraim,  removed  to  Reho¬ 
both,  Massachusetts.  Elisha  and  Ephraim  May  were 
received  as  members  of  the  Newman  Congregational 
Church,  February  26,  1706. 

Elisha  May  married,  but  his  wife’s  name  is  not 
found.  Children.  1.  Sarah,  baptized  October  21,  1699. 
2.  Ruth,  baptized  March  12,  1704.  3.  Benjamin,  of 

whom  further. 

(R.  S.  Edes:  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  pp.  2,  122.  J.  N.  Arnold:  “Vital  Rec¬ 
ord  of  Rhode  Island,  1636-1850,”  Vol.  IX,  p.  476.) 

(IV)  Benjamin  May,  son  of  Elisha  May,  was  bap¬ 
tized  at  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  “in  1705  or  6,” 
according  to  the  “May  Genealogy,”  but  it  is  noted 
that  his  name  appears  on  the  undated  list  subsequent 
to  entries  of  May  1,  1709,  and  nearly  at  the  end  of 
the  long  list,  and  several  names  immediately  preceding 
and  following  his  are  of  young  children  (probably 
infants),  who  are  shown,  by  the  Rehoboth  vital  rec¬ 
ords,  to  have  been  born  in  or  about  1714;  hence  it 
seems  probable  that  Benjamin  May  was  born  in  1713 
or  1714.  His  death  date  is  not  known.  He  resided  in 
Rehoboth,  Massachusetts.  Apparently  he  was  the 


same  Benjamin  who  was  a  witness  of  a  bond  given 
March  12,  1750,  by  Experience  Holmes,  nailer,  of 
Rochester,  Massachusetts,  as  administrator  of  Henry 
Samson’s  estate,  with  Andrew  Haskell  and  Seth 
Spooner,  both  of  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  as 
sureties. 

The  name  of  Benjamin  May’s  wife  was  .not  known 
to  the  compiler  of  the  “May  Genealogy,”  but  it  has 
since  been  ascertained  that  he  (then  of  Barrington, 
Rhode  Island)  married  (intentions  published  at  Reho¬ 
both,  January  15,  1736-37),  Susannah  Clarke,  of  Reho¬ 
both,  Massachusetts.  He  probably  married  (second) 
Martha  Maxey  (intentions  published  at  Barrington, 
Rhode  Island,  July  7,  1744.)  Children:  1.  Elisha, 
born  in  1738-39,  died  at  Attleboro,  Massachusetts, 
November  15,  1811,  in  his  seventy-third  year;  mar¬ 
ried  Ruth  Metcalf,  died  at  Attleboro  about  May,  1815, 
aged  seventy-five  years.  2.  Clark  (afterwards  called 
Benjamin),  of  whom  further.  3.  Elizabeth,  born  at 
Barrington,  Rhode  Island,  December  1,  1741,  daugh¬ 
ter  “of  Benjamin  and  Susanna”;  perhaps  identical 
with  a  daughter  of  Benjamin,  who  married  a  Brown. 

(R.  S.  Edes:  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  p.  122.  “New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,”  Vol.  XV,  p.  72.  J.  N.  Arnold: 
“Vital  Record  of  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,”  p.  476, 
656,  714,  756,  761,  777.  “The  Mayflower  Descendant,” 
Vol.  XXIII,  p.  43.  J.  N.  Arnold:  "Vital  Record  of 
Rhode  Island,  1636-1850,”  Vol.  VI,  pp.  14,  33  ;  Vol. 
XIV,  p.  93;  Vol.  XXI,  p.  389.) 

(V)  Clark  (or  Benjamin)  May,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Susannah  (Clarke)  May,  was  born,  probably  at 
Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  or  Barrington.  Rhode  Island, 
about  1740-43,  and  died,  probably  in  West  Concord. 
Vermont,  in  1835.  “Benjamin  May  first  bore  the 
name  of  Clark;  at  what  time  he  changed  it  to  Ben¬ 
jamin  does  not  appear;  he  lived  for  a  time  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  then  in  Royalston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  whence  he  removed  to  West  Concord,  Vermont, 
which  was  his  home  until  he  died.  It  is  said  that  he 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Of  a  social 
disposition,  humorous,  with  a  talent  for  narrative  and 
rhyming,  he  retained  his  faculties  until  within  a  year 
of  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
One  account  says  that  some  of  his  children  were  born 
in  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  before  he  removed  to  Ver¬ 
mont.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage  he  was  of  Attleboro,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  his  wife  was  of  Cumberland,  Rhode 
Island. 

Benjamin  May  married,  in  Cumberland,  Rhode 
Island,  June  21,  1767,  Hopestill  Dexter,  born  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  Rhode  Island,  June  20,  1747,  died  in  Concord, 
Vermont,  daughter  of  James  and  Alithea  Dexter. 
Children  (exact  order  not  known)  :  1.  Benjamin, 

“followed  the  sea,  was  captured  and  killed  by  the 
Algerines.”  2.  Dexter,  born  probably  in  Royalston, 
Massachusetts ;  married,  in  Royalston,  Massachusetts, 
May  4,  1792,  Sally  Andrews;  resided  in  Concord, 
Vermont,  and  Berlin,  Vermont.  3.  Oliver,  born  prob¬ 
ably  in  1769,  died  in  1829;  married  Mary  Walker. 
4.  Naphtali,  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1770, 
died  February  16,  1847;  married  a  Bell.  5.  James, 
born  in  1771,  died  in  1859;  married  Lucy  Brown.  6. 
Elisha,  born  in  1772,  died  November  10,  1841 ;  mar¬ 
ried  Polly  Underwood.  7.  Mercy,  or  Mary,  married, 
in  Royalston,  Massachusetts,  May  15,  1796,  Nathan 
Wilder.  8.  John,  born  October  22,  1778,  died  April 
19,  1838;  married  Abigail  Greely.  9.  William.  10. 
Silas,  married  Pamelia  Wyman.  11.  Stephen,  of  whom 
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further.  12.  Betsey,  born  in  Royalston,  August  18, 
1785,  died  in  Canada  August  18,  1861 ;  married  Sam¬ 
uel  Wetherbee. 

(R.  S.  Edes  :  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  pp.  122,  128-31.  “Royalston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Vital  Records  to  1850,”  p.  128.  J.  N.  Arnold: 
“Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island,  1636-1850,”  Vol.  Ill, 
pp.  47,  95.) 

(VI)  Stephen  May,  son  of  Clark  (or  Benjamin) 
and  Hopestill  (Dexter)  May,  was  born  in  1782,  and 
died  in  Chestertown,  Warren  County,  New  York, 
January  2,  1863.  He  was  a  hatter  and  clothier.  He 
resided  for  a  time  in  Concord,  Vermont,  where  his 
father  lived  and  died  at  the  son’s  home.  He  removed 
to  Fort  Ann,  New  York,  and  afterward  to  Chester¬ 
town,  Warren  County,  New  York. 

Stephen  May  married  Nancy  Parmenter,  died  in 
1850.  Children  (order  as  given  in  May  Genealogy)  : 
1.  Augustus,  married  and  resided  in  Chestertown,  New 
York.  2.  Gorham,  married;  served  in  the  Mexican 
War,  1846-47;  settled  in  Texas,  where  he  was  a 
farmer.  3.  Horace  Frank,  served  in  the  Civil  War, 
1861-65 ;  was  captured,  confined  in  a  Southern  prison, 
released,  and  died  soon  after  reaching  home.  4.  Har¬ 
riet,  of  whom  further.  5.  Nancy,  married  and  resided 
in  Chestertown,  New  York.  6.  Susan,  married  and 
resided  in  Chestertown,  New  York.  7.  Lucy.  8. 
Mary. 

(R.  S.  Edes:  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  pp.  128,  130-31.) 

(VII)  Harriet  May,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Nancy  (Parmenter)  May,  died  in  1886.  She  married 
James  Hervey  Sternbergh.  (Sternbergh  IV.) 

(R.  S.  Edes:  “A  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  May,  Who  Came  from  England  to  Roxbury  in 
America,  1640,”  p.  131.  Family  data.) 

(The  Schuyler  Line). 

In  this  country  the  earliest  spelling  of  the  family 
name  Schuyler  was  “van  Schuyler,”  and  it  desig¬ 
nated  one  residing  in  a  place  of  shelter,  from  the 
Dutch  “schuiler,”  a  hider ;  or  “schuil,”  a  shelter.  It  is 
possible  also  that  the  name  was  derived  from  the 
German  word  “schuler,”  a  scholar,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  signifying  a  family  of  education.  Still  another 
suggestion  for  the  derivation  of  this  patronymic  is  a 
hamlet  called  Schuiler  in  the  district  of  Valkenburg 
and  the  province  of  Limburg,  not  far  from  Maes- 
tricht,  from  which  the  family  name  may  have  origi¬ 
nated.  Little  or  nothing  is  known  of  the  family  of 
Philip  Schuyler  in  Holland,  nor  has  any  trace  been 
found  of  the  Schuylers  in  Holland  in  modern  times. 
Two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Van  Schuyler,  Philip 
and  David,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Holland, 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Beverswyck,  and  it 
is  from  them  that  all  of  the  name  in  America  have 
proceeded. 

(American  Historical  Society:  “New  England  Fami¬ 
lies,”  Rhode  Island  Edition,  Vol.  II,  p.  230.  G.  W. 
Schuyler:  “Colonial  New  York,”  Vol.  I,  p.  99.) 

(I)  David  (Pieterse)  Schuyler,  son  of  Pieter,  was 
born,  doubtless  in  Holland,  presumably  about  1630- 
1635,  and  died  probably  in  Albany,  New  York,  Febru¬ 
ary  9,  1690.  The  first  notice  found  of  him  in  America 
is  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  New  Amsterdam,  in 
1657,  when  he  was  stated  to  be  “from  Amsterdam, 
Holland.”  In  legal  papers,  such  as  deeds,  bonds,  con¬ 
tracts,  etc.,  his  name  was  written  David  Pieterse 


Schuyler,  but  he  always  wrote  his  own  name  without 
the  Pieterse. 

In  May,  1660,  David  was  a  resident  of  Bevers¬ 
wyck,  engaged  in  trade,  and  signed  a  petition  to  the 
government  in  regard  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  From 
this  time  until  his  death  his  name  often  appears  in 
the  records  as  a  buyer  and  seller  of  real  estate  in  the 
village,  as  surety  for  his  friends,  as  an  officer  in  the 
church,  and  as  a  magistrate  in  the  city.  On  December 
22,  1660,  he  bought  a  lot  on  State  Street  of  Anneke 
Jans  Bogardus,  on  which  he  built  his  house ;  and  five 
years  later  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Van  den  Uythoff.  In  the 
deed  he  is  called  “Honorable  David  Pieterse  Schuyler.” 

On  October  6,  1673,  David  Schuyler  was  appointed 
a  magistrate,  ten  years  later  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  1686  he  was  an  alderman,  being  elected  to  that 
position  for  three  successive  years.  He  then  removed 
to  a  larger  house,  more  pleasantly  situated,  at  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Steuben  Street. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  assumed 
the  government  of  the  city  in  1689,  giving  it  a  hearty 
support  in  all  its  measures.  He  was  in  perfect  accord 
with  his  nephew,  Peter  Schuyler,  mayor  of  the  city, 
and  attached  his  name  to  the  energetic  protest  against 
the  claims  and  pretensions  of  Jacob  Leisler,  January 
13,  1690.  David  Schuyler  was  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  purchase  of  Saratoga,  and  was  the  first  to  sell  his 
interest,  before  its  real  value  was  known.  That 
David  was  a  brother  of  Philip  Pieterse  Schuyler  is 
undoubted.  Each  had  as  his  middle  name,  Pieterse, 
“son  of  Pieter.”  Each  named  a  son  Peter  for  his 
father.  Each  named  his  eldest  daughter  Gertrude, 
presumably  for  his  mother,  as  was  the  custom.  The 
relations  between  the  two  men  were  intimate  and  con¬ 
fidential.  They  were  sureties  for  each  other  in  busi¬ 
ness  transactions,  and  to  some  extent  shared  in  the 
same  enterprises.  Their  sons  and  daughters  were 
sponsors  for  each  other’s  children,  and  Philip,  son  of 
Philip  Pieterse  Schuyler,  when  writing  to  Johannes 
Abeel,  the  husband  of  David  Pieterse’s  youngest 
daughter,  addressed  him  as  “Cousin  Abeel”  in  three 
seperate  instances. 

David  Schuyler’s  will,  dated  May  21,  1688,  proved 
April  11,  1691,  gives  to  his  eldest  son,  Peter,  his 
“house  and  lot  on  the  hill,”  on  the  south  side  of  State 
Street,  a  short  distance  above  Pearl,  in  the  heart  of 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Albany.  To  his  wife  he  gave 
his  “great  messuage  wherein  I  now  dwell,  situated  in 
this  city  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  next  to  the 
north  gate  (corner  of  Broadway  and  Steuben  Street),” 
for  ninety-nine  years,  or  during  her  life.  He  directed 
that  each  of  his  minor  and  unmarried  children  should 
receive  £30,  the  same  as  the  married  ones;  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  estate  he  left  in  trust  to  his  wife,  to  be 
divided  after  her  death  among  the  eight  children : 
Peter,  Gertrude,  Abraham,  Maria,  David,  Myndert, 
Cobus,  and  Catalyntje,  the  last  four  being  minors  and 
Maria  unmarried. 

David  (Pieterse)  Schuyler  married,  in  New  Amster¬ 
dam  (New  York),  October  13,  1657,  C'atalijna  (or 
Catalyn)  Ver  Planck,  who  died  October  8,  1708, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Isaacse  and  Maria  (Vegne) 
Ver  Planck.  Children:  1.  Peter,  of  whom  further. 
2.  Gertrude,  born  September  19,1661;  married  Willem 
Claes  Groesbeck.  3.  Abraham,  born  August  16,  1663; 
married  Gertrude  Ten  Broeck.  4.  Maria,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1666;  married  Dr.  Hendrick  Van  Dyck. 

5.  David,  born  June  11,  1669;  married  Elsje  Rutgers. 

6.  Myndert,  born  January  16,  1672;  married  Rachel 
Cuyler.  7.  Jacob,  born  June  14,  1675;  married 
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(first)  Cathalyntia  Wendell;  married  (second)  Sus¬ 
anna  Wendell.  8.  Catlyn,  born  January  14,  1678; 
married  (first)  Johannes  Abeel ;  married  (second) 
Rutger  Bleecker. 

(George  W.  Schuyler:  “Colonial  New  York;  Philip 
Schuyler  and  His  Family,”  1885,  Vol.  I,  p.  293  ;  Vol. 
II,  pp.  456-61.) 

(II)  Peter  Schuyler,  son  of  David  and  Catalyn 
(Ver  Planck)  Schuyler,  was  born  April  18,  1659, 
and  died  March  7,  1696.  He  was  a  merchant  in 
Albany,  New  York,  resident  for  a  short  time  in 
Claverack,  New  York,  where  his  wife’s  father  had  a 
small  tract  of  land.  In  1685  he  was  appointed  a 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.  He  died 
suddenly  and  in  the  following  May  his  widow  applied 
to  the  court  to  have  Abraham  and  David  Schuyler 
appointed  guardians  of  her  children  during  their 
minority. 

Peter  Schuyler  married,  about  1681-82,  Mrs.  Alida 
(Van  Slichtenhorst)  Van  Schaick,  widow  of  Gerrit 
Goosen  Van  Schaick,  and  daughter  of  Gerrit  Van 
Slichtenhorst.  Children,  all  but  first,  baptized  at 
Albany,  Dutch  Reformed  Church:  1.  Gerrit,  married, 
September  28,  1703,  Aagje  de  Grood.  2.  Johannes, 
baptized  December  3,  1684,  buried  July  22,  1740.  3. 

Catalina,  baptized  October  10,  1686;  married  Jacob 
Bogart.  4.  David,  of  whom  further.  5.  Alida,  bap¬ 
tized  January  21,  1693.  6.  Philip,  baptized  October 

28,  1694;  married,  February  28,  1718,  Sara  Roose¬ 
velt.  7.  Pieter,  baptized  August  9,  1696,  living  in 
Albany  in  1764. 

(George  W.  Schuyler:  “Colonial  New  York;  Philip 
Schuyler  and  His  Family,”  1885,  Vol.  II,  p.  461.  “Hol¬ 
land  Society  of  New  York  Year  Book,”  1904,  pp.  35, 
40,  45,  60,  65,  72.) 

(III)  David  Schuyler,  son  of  Peter  and  Alida 
(Van  Slichtenhorst- Van  Schaick)  Schuyler,  was  bap¬ 
tized  December  26,  1688,  and  died  probably  early 
in  the  year  1764.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
removed  to  Canajoharie,  New  York,  where  he  had 
bought  lands  on  which  he  supposed  there  were  valu¬ 
able  mines.  In  May,  1754,  he  and  his  son,  Pieter, 
bought  4,300  acres  of  land  from  the  Mohawk  Indians 
on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Canjadarage,  for  which,  in 
company  with  a  few  others,  he  secured  a  patent.  The 
lake  is  now  known  as  Schuyler  Lake,  in  Otsego 
County,  near  Richfield  Springs.  His  will,  dated  April 
3,  1759,  proved  in  April,  1764,  indicates  that  he  was 
a  man  of  extensive  business  and  large  property.  He 
speaks  of  lands,  mines  and  minerals  at  Canajoharie, 
lands  on  Lake  Canjadarage,  his  estate  and  claims  in 
Albany,  New  York,  and  in  the  colonies  of  Rensselaer  - 
wyck  and  Surinam.  His  son,  Johannes,  was  appointed 
administrator  of  his  estate,  the  elder  son,  Pieter,  then 
being  deceased. 

David  Schuyler  married  (first),  July  17,  1720,  Anna 
Bratt.  Children  of  first  marriage,  baptized  in  Albany, 
Dutch  Church:  1.  Alida,  baptized  February  12,  1721, 
died  young.  2.  Pieter,  of  whom  further.  Children  of 
second  marriage:  3.  Johannes.  4.  Adoniah.  5.  David. 
6.  Philip.  7.  Jacob.  8.  Anna.  9.  Margreta.  10. 
Alida.  11.  Catharina. 

(George  W.  Schuyler:  “Colonial  New  York;  Philip 
Schuyler  and  His  Family,”  1885,  Vol.  II,  pp.  461,  462. 
“Holland  Society  of  New  York  Year  Book,”  1905,  pp. 
90,  99.) 

(IV)  Pieter  Schuyler,  son  of  David  and  Anna 
(Bratt)  Schuyler,  was  baptized  in  Albany,  New  York, 
Dutch  Church,  March  10,  1723,  and  died  before  June, 


1764,  as  his  brother,  John,  is  then  termed  the  eldest 
son  of  David  Schuyler,  deceased.  He  secured  two 
shares,  or  four  thousand  acres,  in  the  land  patent  on 
Schuyler’s  Lake,  his  uncle,  Peter  P.  Schuyler,  of 
Albany,  having  transferred  to  him  his  allotment,  as 
by  agreement  before  the  patent  was  issued.  He  seems 
to  have  been  an  active  business  man,  engaged  in 
various  enterprises.  He  died  before  his  *  plans  and 
business  schemes  were  fully  developed.  His  mar¬ 
riage  into  the  Herkimer  family  allied  him  to  the  most 
influential  Germans  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  His  wife 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  sisters,  daughters  of  Johann 
Jost  Herkimer,  and  was  a  sister  of  General  Nicholas 
Herkimer,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 

Pieter  Schuyler’s  marriage  is  now  recorded  in  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Albany.  He  married,  in 
Albany,  New  York,  June  9,  1743,  Elizabeth  Barbara 
Herkimer,  born  in  1726  and  died  in  1800,  daughter  of 
Johann  Jost  and  Catharine  Herkimer.  Children  (one 
of  whom  was  probably  the  father  of  “Peggy”  (Mar¬ 
garet),  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town  of 
Sullivan,  Madison  County,  New  York)  :  1.  Peter, 

born  in  1745 ;  married  Catherine  Herkimer,  had 
eight  children:  Peter,  John,  Abraham,  Joseph,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Nancy,  Margaret  (who  married  Solomon 
Moyer),  and  Simeon.  2.  Johan  Jost  (alias  Hans 
Yost),  born  in  1747,  was  named  for  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Johan  Jost  Herkimer,  but  the  name  was 
corrupted  into  Han  Yost,  or  Honyost,  by  which  appel¬ 
lation  he  is  known  in  history.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of 
sergeant  in  one  of  the  ranger  companies,  and  gave 
notable  service  in  the  Revolution,  going  into  St. 
Leger’s  camp  as  a  spy  for  the  American  forces.  Pos¬ 
ing  as  a  “half-witted  Tory”  who  had  escaped  from 
the  Americans,  his  clothing  (ostensibly)  “riddled  with 
bullets,”  he  mysteriously  pointed  to  the  leaves  of  the 
trees  to  indicate  the  number  of  the  American  sol¬ 
diers  ;  frightening  the  Indian  allies  of  the  British 
so  that  they  fled,  thus  compelling  the  British  to  retire. 
This  was,  according  to  the  historian,  George  W. 
Schuyler,  “the  work  of  a  skilful  man,  who  based  his 
hopes  of  success  upon  his  thorough  knowledge  of 

Indian  character . His  feat  of  heroism  was  one 

of  the  main  factors  in  the  victory  of  Saratoga.  The 
defeat  of  St.  Leger  made  it  possible  to  capture  Bur- 
goyne.”  Johan  Jost  Schuyler  was  presumably  the 
“John”  Schuyler  who,  about  1803,  purchased  Lot  2  in 
an  8-lot  tract  known  as  “North  of  Two-Mile  Strip.” 
This  lot  lies  about  four  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
Oneida  Lake,  in  the  town  of  Sullivan,  Madison 
County,  New  York,  a  short  distance  east  of  Cana- 
seraga  Creek,  and  a  mile  north  of  the  Erie  Canal. 
There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  Han  Yost  Schuy¬ 
ler’s  wife  was  an  Oneida  Indian  woman,  and  that  he 
was  living  with  the  Oneidas  in  1805.  Among  the 
children  of  this  union  were  two  sons,  Moses  and 
(probably)  Abraham,  both  living  in  1846.  3.  David, 

of  whom  the  author  of  “The  Herkimers  and  Schuy- 
lers”  could  learn  nothing.  4.  Catherine  Elizabeth, 
born  about  1751,  died  in  1800;  married  Joseph  Herki¬ 
mer.  5.  (Probably)  Jacob,  born  in  Albany  County, 
New  York,  in  1754,  died  in  Chenango  County,  New 
York,  in  1825;  married  Delilah  Herkimer.  He  served 
in  the  Revolution  as  a  private  in  the  1st  Regiment, 
Tryon  County  Militia,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sam¬ 
uel  Clyde.  Jacob’s  sons  were:  John  J.,  David, 
Philip,  James,  and  “Barney”  (Barnet,  or  Barent,  born 
in  1789,  died  in  1874;  married  Betsey  Phinney).  6. 
Anna,  of  whom  the  author  of  “The  Herkimers  and 
Schuylers”  could  learn  nothing.  7.  Nicholas,  born  in 
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1760,  had  at  least  four  sons:  Nicholas,  born  in  1796; 
Peter;  Henry;  and  George  Nicholas. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  children  of  (IV)  Pieter 
Schuyler,  three  are  found  to  have  been  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  town  of  Sullivan,  Madison 
County,  New  York.  In  the  autumn  of  1780,  Captain 
Walter  Vrooman,  of  the  Mohawk  Dutch,  was  sent 
by  General  Van  Rensselaer  into  the  Sullivan  section, 
on  a  military  expedition.  Ten  years  later,  in  March, 
1790,  “nine  families  whose  heads  were  of  the  Vroo¬ 
man  party,  came  to  the  flats  of  Canaseraga  and 
erected  their  homes.”  Among  them  were  Jacob,  David 
and  Hans  Yost  Schuyler.  Having,  however,  located 
on  land  rightfully  belonging  to  the  Oneida  Indians, 
they  were  legally  dispossessed  the  following  year,  and 
were  awarded,  by  the  Indians,  other  land  near  where 
the  village  of  Chittenango  was  later  built. 

Jacob  Schuyler  kept,  in  the  town  of  Sullivan,  the 
first  tavern  kept  there  by  a  white  man.  He  settled 
about  a  mile  above  Chittenango,  on  “the  widow  Gar- 
lock  farm,”  and  resided  there  until  his  death.  A 
daughter  of  Jacob  Schuyler  married  Peter  Dygart  and 
settled  near  him.. 

(George  W.  Schuyler:  “Colonial  New  York;  Philip 
Schuyler  and  His  Family,”  two  volumes,  1885,  Vol.  II, 
pp.  462,  463,  473.  Phebe  Strong  Cowen  :  “The  Herki- 
mers  and  Schuylers  (1903),”  pp.  97,  110,  141.  “Hol¬ 
land  Society  of  New  York  Year  Book,”  1906,  p.  13. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Hammond :  “History  of  Madison  County, 
New  York,”  1872,  p.  664.  David  H.  Burr:  “An  Atlas 
of  the  State  of  New  York”  (1829 ),  Map  M.  30.  “D.  A.  R. 
Lineage  Book,”  Vol.  LIX,  p.  225  (No.  58657).  James 
H.  Smith  :  “History  of  Chenango  and  Madison  Coun¬ 
ties,  New  York”  (1880),  p.  741.) 

(V)  — -  Schuyler,  son  of  Pieter  Schuyler.  He 

was  either  Johan  Jost  (“Han  Yost”),  David,  or  Jacob 
Schuyler,  the  three  brothers  (as  is  evident  from  the 
foregoing)  who  settled  in  1790  in  the  town  of  Sulli¬ 
van,  Madison  County,  New  York,  and  was  the  father 
of  “Peggy”  (or  Margaret)  Schuyler,  the  first  white 
child  born  in  that  town,  while  not  of  absolute  record, 
is  obvious.  Margaret  was  a  family  name,  the  father 
of  these  three  brothers  having  a  sister  “Margreta.” 
No  other  Schuyler  settlers  of  this  early  date,  in  the 
town  of  Sullivan,  are  found  in  any  list  or  record  of 
the  many  that  have  been  examined. 

Margaret,  “born  1791,”  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  a  Margaret  Schuyler  married,  in  1810,  William 
Sternbergh,  who  with  his  wife,  Margaret,  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  town  of  Sullivan.  Anna  Sternbergh,  eld¬ 
est  child  of  William  and  Margaret  Sternbergh,  is  on 
record  as  having  married  Benjamin  D.  Schuyler,  a 
descendant  of  Jacob  Schuyler,  tavern  keeper,  above 
mentioned. 

(Peck  Raines  and  Fairchild:  “Landmarks  of  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  New  York”  (1895),  Part  II,  p.  34.  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Hammond :  “History  of  Madison  County,  New 
York”  (1872),  p.  665.) 

(VI)  Margaret  (or  Peggy)  Schuyler,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  (IV)  Pieter  Schuyler,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  the  town  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County, 
New  York,  being  born  in  1791,  according  to  the  local 
histories  of  that  county,  or  “about  1793,”  as  stated  by 
one  of  her  descendants.  She  married  William  Stern¬ 
bergh.  (Sternbergh  III.) 

(Peck  Raines  and  Fairchild:  “Landmarks  of  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  New  York”  (1895),  Part  II,  p.  34.  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Hammond  :  “History  of  Madison  County,  New 
York”  (1872),  p.  665.  Family  data.) 


(The  Arthur  Line). 

As  a  personal  name  Art  was  originally  meant  to 
convey  the  idea  of  hardness,  bravery,  and  power  of 
endurance  in  battle.  It  was  much  used  in  Ireland 
from  a  very  early  time,  several  of  our  ancient  Kings 
having  borne  the  name. 

(Joyce:  “Irish  Names,”  Vol.  Ill,  p.  154.) 

(I)  John  Arthur  came  to  America  in  1810  from 

County  Tyrone,  North  of  Ireland.  He  was  of  a  cul¬ 
tivated  family  as  he  engaged  immediately  in  teaching, 
first  for  three  years  in  Chester  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Lycoming 
County,  where  he  died  in  1830.  His  earnest  endeavors 
in  the  cause  of  education  give  him  an  honored  place  in 
the  development  of  the  public  school  system  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  John  Arthur  married,  in  1813,  Rebecca 
Parker,  of  Chester  County,  who  was  born  about  1795, 
and  died  in  1878.  Among  their  children  were :  1. 

John  E.,  of  whom  further.  2.  James,  born  about  1828. 

(“History  of  Reading-  and  Berks  County,”  Vol.  II, 
pp.  5e-6f,  1925.  U.  S.  Census,  1850.) 

(II)  John  E.  Arthur,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca 
(Parker)  Arthur,  was  born  at  Muncy  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  Lycoming  County,  April  25,  1826,  and  died  April 

I,  1903.  He  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  was 
employed  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Company 
at  Reading.  He  served  in  the  Mexican  War  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Thomas  Loeser’s  company  of  Pennsylvania  troops 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Vera  Cruz,  Cerro 
Gordo  and  Chapultepec.  In  the  hour  of  final  triumph 
he  was  severely  wounded  at  the  very  entrance  to 
Mexico  City  and  regained  his  health  but  slowly.  In 
the  Civil  War  he  recruited  Company  B,  93d  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Chan¬ 
tilly,  and  Antietam,  rising  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  for  gallant  service.  Though  discharged  for 
physical  disabilities,  he  continued  his  military  activity 
as  a  recruiting  officer  at  Reading.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  city  of  Reading  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in 
1879,  and  served  fourteen  years.  John  E.  Arthur 
married  Rebecca  Petry  Moyer.  (Moyer  II.)  Chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mary  E.,  of  whom  further.  2.  Frank  M., 
born  about  1858,  superintendent  of  the  United  Gas 
Improvement  Company,  Philadelphia.  3.  Amos  M., 
born  about  i860,  a  Methodist  clergyman.  4.  John  E., 
born  about  1862.  5.  Emily,  married  Samuel  A.  Mester. 

(“History  of  Reading  and  Berks  County,”  Vol.  Ill, 
pp.  5e-5f.  United  States  Census,  1870.) 

(III)  Mary  E.  Arthur,  daughter  of  Colonel  John 
E.  and  Rebecca  P.  (Moyer)  Arthur,  was  born  about 
1853.  She  married  John  H.  Keppelman.  (Keppel- 
man  II.) 

(Ibid.) 

(The  Moyer  Line). 

(I)  Amos  Moyer  was  born  March  6,  1796,  and  died 
March  1,  1884.  He  married,  February  19,  1819,  Marie 
Petry.  (Petry  II.)  Child:  1.  Rebecca  Petry,  of 
whom  further. 

(“Reading  and  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,”  Vol. 

II,  1925  edition.) 

(II)  Rebecca  Petry  Moyer,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Marie  (Petry)  Moyer,  was  born  October  18,  1829, 
and  died  February  4,  1905.  She  married  Colonel  John 
E.  Arthur.  (Arthur  II.) 

(Ibid.)  , 
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(The  Petry  Line). 

(I)  Jacob  Petry,  born  in  Upper  Pfaltz,  Germany, 

March  18,  1758,  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  ten 
years,  died  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  April  17,  1837. 
He  served  five  enlistments  in  the  Revolutionary  War : 
May  2- July  2,  1776,  under  Captain  Diehl  and  Colonel 
Gabriel  Heister ;  October  i-December  1,  1776,  under 
Captain  George  Will  and  General  Irvine ;  August  3- 
October,  1777,  under  Captain  Conrad  Geist  and  Colonel 
Daniel  Hunter;  January  4-March,  1778,  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Wetstein,  and  served  in  the  guarding  of  commis¬ 
sary  stores;  June  i-August,  1781,  under  Captain 
Nicholas  Conrad,  and  served  as  a  guard  of  conven¬ 
tion  prisoners  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine.  Jacob  Petry 
married  Anna  Marie  Reisser,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara 
(Levan)  Reisser,  her  father  deceased  in  1793.  The 
Levans  were  a  very  ancient  Huguenot  family,  who 
settled  in  Berks  County  about  1727,  Barbara  Levan 
being  a  Colonial  ancestor  also  of  John  Arthur  Keppel- 
man.  They  had  a  daughter :  1.  Marie,  of  whom 

further. 

(“Reading  and  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,”  Vol. 
II,  1925  edition.) 

(II)  Marie  Petry,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna 
Marie  (Reisser)  Petry,  was  born  January  3,  1798, 
and  died  May  1,  1882.  She  married  Amos  Moyer. 
(Moyer  II.) 

(Ibid.) 


JAMES  ALOYSIUS  WALLACE  REEVES,  A. 

M.,  S.  T.  D., — President  of  Seton  Hill  College,  at 
Greensburg,  Dr.  Reeves  has  had  more  than  a  dec¬ 
ade  of  educational  service  with  this  institution  and, 
succeeding  to  office  as  its  chief  executive  in  1931,  has 
continued  the  policies  and  elevated  ideals  which  have 
been  the  factors  of  its  advancement  down  to  the 
present  time. 

Born  at  Latrobe,  February  8,  1892,  he  is  a  son  of 
Patrick  J.  Reeves  and  belongs  to  a  family  long  iden¬ 
tified  with  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  native  of  Ire¬ 
land,  was  born  May  28,  1863 ;  he  came  as  a  young 
man  to  this  State,  and  for  many  years  has  acted  as 
superintendent  of  the  forge  department  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Locomotive  plant  at  Latrobe.  His  ancestors  of 
Norman  origin  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  His  granduncle,  William 
Reeves,  Esq.,  gave  his  life  for  the  Confederacy. 
Through  his  maternal  descent,  Dr.  Reeves  belongs 
to  the  families  of  Noonan  and  Wallace;  on  both  sides 
he  is  of  Irish  stock. 

Educated  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools,  he 
matriculated  in  St.  Vincent  College,  at  Beatty,  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts  in  1914.  Two  years  later  he  took  from 
St.  Vincent’s  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  then, 
having  this  broad  academical  background,  prepared 
to  take  orders  in  his  church.  Enrolling  at  the  Pon¬ 
tifical  Seminary  of  St.  Vincent  Archabbey,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  curriculum  leading  to  ordination  and  in 
May  of  1918  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  the 
late  Most  Rev.  J.  F.  Regis  Canevin,  D.  D.,  of  the 
Diocese  of  Pittsburgh.  From  1918  until  1921  Dr. 
Reeves  pursued  graduate  studies  in  theology,  receiv¬ 
ing  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Sacred  Theology  (S.  T. 
D.)  in  the  latter  year.  He  was  now  prepared  far 
beyond  the  average  of  the  brotherhood  for  his  ca¬ 
reer  with  the  church;  yet  in  the  years  that  have 
followed  his  preparation  has  been  still  more  elaborate, 


and  the  doctor  is  renowned  among  students  of  the 
brotherhood  for  his  learning.  In  1922  he  was  a 
graduate  student  at  Columbia  University;  and  at 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1927,  where  he 
presently  is  engaged  in  study  and  research.  All  this 
has  assured  the  excellence  of  his  very  notable  scholar¬ 
ship,  and  he  enjoys  the  highest  standing  among  pro¬ 
fessional  associates,  while  all  who  know  him,  as  edu¬ 
cator  and  as  a  man,  recognize  his  devotion  to  the 
highest  concepts  of  Catholicism  and  Americanism. 
These  are  well  exemplified  in  the  institution  which 
he  heads,  for  Seton  Hill,  by  understanding  and  co¬ 
operation,  is  known  to  promote  ahvays  a  healthy 
nationalism  and  internationalism  in  a  w’orld  where 
differences  abide. 

The  character  of  the  work  offered  and  the  system 
of  instruction,  the  academic  freedom,  the  experi¬ 
mental  attitudes  prevailing  at  Seton  Hill,  and  the 
absence  of  hampering  educational  traditions,  are  as¬ 
surance  that  the  college  contributes  to  the  life  of  the 
Nation  and  to  educational  progress. 

It  was  in  1921,  after  taking  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Sacred  Theology,  that  Dr.  Reeves  came  to  Seton 
Hill,  in  the  capacity  of  instructor  in  philosophy,  a 
field  of  learning  to  w'hich  he  has  paid  considerable 
attention.  At  the  Catholic  University,  during  the 
summer  session  of  1925,  he  taught  psychology',  and 
his  lectures  and  writings  on  the  general  subject  of 
psychology'  have  been  many,  w'idely  read  by  his  col¬ 
leagues.  He  had  become  an  associate  professor  at 
Seton  Hill  in  1924;  in  1926  he  became  a  full  profes¬ 
sor;  and  following  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel 
Richard  Sullivan,  president  of  the  college,  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  president,  July  6,  1931.  He  had  had 
some  share  in  the  administration  of  the  institution 
prior  to  assumption  of  the  duties  of  chief  executive, 
for  he  had  held  the  post  of  vice-president  during 
the  preceding  years.  As  president  he  gives  of  his 
wrorthy  best,  at  all  times,  to  the  advancement  of 
Seton  Hill,  and  to  the  progress  of  its  objectives  of 
learning  and  international  understanding. 

Dr.  Reeves  is  a  member  of  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  University  Professors,  a  member  of  the 
Medieval  Academy  of  America,  an  associate  of  the 
American  Psychological  Association,  and  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Catholic  Educational  Associa¬ 
tion,  College  Department.  He  belongs  also  to  the 
National  Education  Association,  the  Department  of 
Superintendence,  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  and  from  1929  to  1931  held 
membership  in  the  general  executive  committee  of 
the  National  Catholic  Educational  Association,  and 
now  is  active  as  member  of  the  association’s  stand¬ 
ardization  committee,  holding  this  membership  until 
1934,  a  term  of  six  years.  The  doctor  is  w’ell  known 
to  the  people  of  Greensburg,  who  count  upon  his 
support  of  w'orthy  projects  for  civic  and  social  better¬ 
ment,  and  his  friends  are  numerous,  here  and  else¬ 
where.  He  continues  giving  his  intelligent  devotion 
to  the  ideals  and  policies  of  the  college. 


DANIEL  RICHARD  SULLIVAN,  D.  D.— Late 
president  of  Seton  Hill  College,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sul¬ 
livan  w^as  born  at  Tov’anda,  December  1,  1875.  He 
Avas  a  nephew  of  Rev.  D.  J.  Bustin,  former  president 
cf  the  Board  of  Catholic  Negro  Missions,  and  was 
reared  in  an  environment  both  scholarly  and  reli¬ 
gious.  His  education,  begun  in  the  public  schools, 
was  through  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute 
of  Towanda,  Colgate  University,  Niagara  University, 
and  St.  Bernard  Seminary,  at  Rochester,  New  York. 
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The  seminary,  famous  at  that  period  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Bernard  McQuaid,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and 
Dr.  Edward  J.  Hanna,  now  Archbishop  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  gave  to  him  the  fullest  resources  of  its  knowl¬ 
edge  and  theological  lore;  and  Dr.  Sullivan  was 
ordained  in  1909  for  the  Pittsburgh  Diocese.  For  a 
year  he  worked  in  Wilmington,  then,  recalled  by 
Archbishop  Canevin  of  Pittsburgh,  was  appointed  to 
Holy  Cross  Church,  Pittsburgh.  That  was  in  1910. 
In  1911  he  came  to  Seton  Hill  and  spent  twenty  years 
with  this  institution.  Late  in  1930  he  received  an 
injury  to  his  spine,  in  an  automobile  accident,  but 
he  continued  in  charge  of  the  college  until  the  close 
of  life,  being  assisted  in  this  work  by  Dr.  Reeves, 
then,  as  recounted,  vice-president  of  Seton  Hill. 

Many  honors  and  distinctions  came  to  him,  from 
colleagues  in  the  church,  from  circles  of  education, 
from  philosophers  the  world  over  who  had  followed 
his  enterprise  in  the  upbuilding  of  Seton  Hill  through 
his  writings,  a  number  of  which  were  put  in  trans¬ 
lation.  Mt.  St.  Mary’s  College  of  Maryland  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Duquesne 
University  made  him  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Litera¬ 
ture.  His  position,  as  a  scholar  and  as  head  of  Seton 
Hill,  gave  him  a  high  place  which  he  merited  well; 
and  his  death,  the  result  of  his  injuries  in  the  accident, 
took  from  the  college  and  the  theological  and  civic 
spheres  a  leader  who  was  beloved. 

Among  his  brother  educators,  Dr.  Sullivan  was 
looked  upon  as  an  engineer  who  carried  his  capacities 
in  this  field  over  into  human  relationships.  His  mind, 
they  said,  worked  with  the  precision  of  a  fine  ma¬ 
chine.  He  always  knew  where  stress  and  strain  were 
hardest,  and  how  much  of  this  stress  and  strain 
human  relationships  could  stand.  As  a  result  of  his 
mental  endowments  he  was  an  executive  of  vision 
and  quiet  strength,  an  austere  priest,  a  profound 
scholar,  yet  tolerant  socially  and  a  man  of  a  truly 
broad  outlook  in  consideration  of  the  personalities 
and  affairs  of  others.  This  last  quality  made  him 
stand  out  as  a  leader  and  friend  of  the  student  body 
of  Seton  Hill.  They  learned  to  know  Dr.  Sullivan 
in  his  economics  and  sociological  classes.  He  had 
a  unique  and  epigrammatic  style  in  expounding  his 
subject  matter  from  the  platform,  and  his  lectures 
always  were  crowded.  Few  failed  to  accept  and  to  be 
guided  by  the  principles  of  living  that  he  taught  as 
right,  and  by  which  he  himself  lived  so  scrupulously; 
few  of  the  alumnae  who  studied  under  him  are  for¬ 
getful  of  the  precepts  that  he  made  so  clear,  the 
doctrines  of  life  that  he  held  up  so  rigidly  and  yet 
with  so  much  of  human  understanding.  They  had 
confidence  in  his  philosophy,  and  the  policies  of  the 
college  were  indeed  safely  adhered  to  in  his  presidency. 

Belonging  to  a  lengthy  list  of  societies,  Dr.  Sul¬ 
livan  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  of 
England,  member  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  the  American  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  the  Rural  Life 
Association,  the  American  Sociological  Society,  the 
National  Catholic  Educational  Association,  and  the 
American  Association  of  University  Professors. 

One  of  the  outstanding  leaders  of  education  in 
Pennsylvania  and  all  the  East,  Dr.  Sullivan  was 
widely  known  among  Catholic  students  of  sociology 
and  economics.  His  untimely  death,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years,  brought  to  an  end  a  brilliant  career. 

It  was  a  career  that  will  live  in  the  annals  of  the 
church  and  in  the  hearts  of  those  left  behind.  Dr. 
Sullivan,  in  the  score  of  years  of  his  leadership  in 
affairs  of  Seton  Hill,  had  had  much  to  do  with  mak¬ 


ing  it  the  strong  institution  taken  over  by  Dr.  Reeves 
when  the  latter  succeeded  to  its  presidency. 


SETON  HILL  COLLEGE — The  college  was 
founded  in  1 883.  Six  years  later,  in  1889,  it  was 
incorporated,  with  a  charter  authorizing  the  granting 
of  academic  degrees.  The  privilege,  useless  at  the 
time,  was  permitted  to  lapse  in  1894,  and  for  thirty 
years  the  organization  performed  faithful  service  in 
the  secondary  field.  Meanwhile,  graduates  were 
launching  a  movement  of  mass  character  for  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  a  college,  and  in  1912,  answering 
their  unified  demand,  a  junior  college  was  opened. 
In  1913  two  years  of  study  were  added,  and  during 
the  next  five  years,  while  conducting  the  junior  col¬ 
lege,  the  trustees  were  enlarging  the  scope  of  its 
work.  On  June  3,  1918,  they  secured  a  new  charter, 
again  raising  the  Hill  to  collegiate  rank.  Ten  years 
of  rapid,  steady  growth  followed.  A  president  with 
a  policy  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Sullivan,  new  buildings, 
recognition  by  standardizing  agencies,  students  from 
a  score  of  states — all  these  factors  came  in  quick 
succession  and  assured  the  college  full  respect  from 
outside  educational  circles  together  with  local  vision 
leading  to  rating  of  still  higher  character. 

Something  of  the  spirit  of  Seton  Hill  College 
should  be  noted  here.  Its  foundations  were  laid  by 
the  Black  Caps  of  Pittsburgh,  comprising  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Branch  of  the  American  Sisters  of  Charity. 
The  institution  at  once  was  given  the  name  of  Seton 
Hill,  in  honor  of  Elizabeth  Seton,  official  foundress 
of  that  organization.  Trusteeship  of  the  property 
belongs  to  the  American  Sisters  of  Charity,  through 
the  Black  Caps,  but  the  educational  management  is 
shared  with  others. 

Seton  Hill  College  is  deeply  rooted  in  Catholic 
culture  and  is  a  center  for  the  diffusion  thereof.  It 
is,  as  stated  in  its  prospectus  each  year:  “A  school 
for  gentle  folk,  it  is  patrician  and  Catholic.  Were 
it  not  patrician  it  would  not  be  truly  Catholic.” 
Seton  Hill’s  ideals  and  achievements  are  high,  and 
the  college  is  accredited  by  the  American  Associa¬ 
tion  of  University  Women,  Association  of  the  Col¬ 
leges  of  the  Middle  States  and  Maryland,  National 
Catholic  Educational  Association,  American  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Education,  American  Dietetics  Association, 
American  Home  Economics  Association,  New  York 
Board  of  Regents,  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Instruction,  and  West  Virginia  Department  of 
Public  Instruction.  Its  faculty  is  chosen  on  the 
basis  of  scholastic  attainment,  and  the  curriculum  is 
broad  and  comprehensive. 

Three  degrees  are  to  be  taken:  Bachelor  of  Arts; 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Home  Economics;.  and  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Music.  The  last  named  degree  is  taken  by 
artists  who  have  completed  the  courses  in  piano, 
voice,  violin.  Music  for  teachers  also  is  given.  The 
degrees  held  by  the  faculty  are  from  twenty  Amer¬ 
ican  universities  and  nine  foreign  institutions,  and 
these  are  divided  among  three  clergymen,,  six  lay 
men,  eleven  lay  women,  and  nineteen  Sisters  of 
Charity.  All  save  six  of  these  give  their  full  time 
to  instruction  and  college  work. 

Although  the  life  of  the  reconstructed  instruction 
may  be  said  to  have  begun  in  1918,  hardly  more  than 
a  decade  ago,  there  were  three  hundred  and  fifty 
degrees  held  by  young  women  who  had  graduated  up 
to  1930.  Of  these  alumnae,  twenty-seven  were  en¬ 
gaged  as  administrators  and  teachers;  fifteen  engaged 
in  social  service;  five  were  concert  artists;  thirteen 
had  since  received  honor  scholarships  at  universities 
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at  home  and  abroad  one  was  in  medical  school,  one 
a  clinical  psychologist,  one  a  hospital  superintendent; 
six  had  entered  religion,  and  approximately  fifteen 
per  cent,  had  become  homemakers. 

Honors  courses  afford  an  opportunity  for  those 
wishing  to  prepare  for  higher  studies  to  do  so  ex¬ 
peditiously.  In  these  courses,  students  especially 
gifted  can  advance  more  rapidly  than  the  average. 
There  are  some  twenty-five  organizations  under  stu¬ 
dent  management,  including  everything  from  student 
self-government  to  an  experimental  theatre.  Rec¬ 
reational  facilities  are  of  the  most  suitable  kind  and 
number,  including  track  and  field  and  swimming 
facilities,  with  regular  gymnastic  training.  Costs  of 
tuition,  board,  room,  books,  et  cetera ,  are  kept  as  low 
as  possible,  thus  affording  many  a  chance  for  a  well 
rounded  education  who  might  otherwise  be  denied  the 
privilege.  The  fees,  all  inclusive,  run  from  five  hun¬ 
dred  to  seven  hundred  dollars. 

In  its  approximately  fifty  years  of  service,  as  school 
and  as  a  college,  Seton  Hill  has  served  the  commu¬ 
nity,  State,  the  church  and  the  general  causes  of  edu¬ 
cation  with  excellence.  This  service,  under  Dr. 
Reeves,  is  steadily  and  most  worthily  continued. 


JAMES  LAWRENCE  KNOX  — Railroad  execu¬ 
tive,  financial  leader,  representative  of  the  public’s 
best  interests,  lawyer  of  note— James  Lawrence  Knox 
had  an  unusually  full  and  inspiring  career,  the  record 
of  which,  surviving  him,  will  be  of  continued  inspira¬ 
tion  to  those  following  in  the  way  of  his  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

James  Lawrence  Knox  was  born  September  26. 
1851,  in  Coudersport,  where  the  family  has  had  its 
seat  for  several  generations.  Indeed,  the  family  is 
among  those  which  came  to  Potter  County  as  pioneers. 
Mr.  Knox’s  father  was  F.  W.  Knox,  a  prominent  man 
of  affairs  in  Coudersport;  and  it  may  be  mentioned 
here  that  the  third  generation  of  the  line  is  now  of 
prominence  here. 

After  he  had  completed  his  elementary  instruction 
and  preparation  for  college  in  the  schools  of  his  na¬ 
tive  place,  Mr.  Knox  matriculated  in  Freeland  Uni¬ 
versity  (now  known  as  Ur  sinus  College),  at  College- 
ville,  in  Montgomery  County.  Graduating  with  scho¬ 
lastic  distinction  from  the  university,  Mr.  Knox  re¬ 
turned  to  Coudersport,  in  June  of  1869,  then  removed 
to  Kansas,  where  he  spent  two  years,  residing  there 
until  the  age  of  twenty.  He  then  returned  to  Couders¬ 
port,  read  law  in  his  father’s  office.  His  father  was 
an  eminent  member  of  the  Commonwealth’s  pre-Civil 
War  bar.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1874,  James  L. 
Knox  then  was  twenty-three  years  old  and  on  the 
threshold  of  a  career  destined  to  be  large.  Still,  its 
beginning  was  conservative,  even  modest.  He  prac¬ 
ticed  actively  in  Coudersport,  and  before  long  had 
reached  such  a  position  of  esteem  and  respect  in  the 
public  estimation  that  he  was  talked  of  for  the  office 
of  district  attorney.  In  1877  he  was  elected. 

As  district  attorney  he  made  a  name  for  himself, 
representing  the  people  in  difficult  cases.  He  filled 
various  offices  of  the  borough,  was  a  member  of  the 
Borough  Council ;  and  during  this  time,  while  mount¬ 
ing  steadily  in  the  public’s  estimation,  he  widened  the 
scope  of  his  activities  to  include  various  ventures  in 
the  public  utility  works  of  the  city,  becoming  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Citizens’  Water  Company,  and  a  director 
of  the  Coudersport  and  Port  Allegheny  Railroad.  His 
father  was  the  first  president  of  this  road.  At  the 
latter’s  demise  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  and 


under  his  able  direction  as  chief  executive  the  road 
proved  a  profitable  venture,  likewise  serving  a  most 
useful  role  in  the  lives  of  the  people,  who  depended 
on  it  for  transportation.  In  this  office  he  continued 
until  his  own  demise,  and  the  success  of  the  road, 
which  his  father,  as  founder  and  first  president,  had 
begun  he  carried  forward  under  varying  conditions 
to  a  sound  prosperity.  We  may  note  here,  that  when 
Mr.  Knox  died  his  son,  Rathbone,  of  whom  follows, 
assumed  office  as  superintendent  of  the  C.  P.  and  A., 
and  is  now  in  charge  of  the  system. 

It  was  not  only  in  railway  circles  that  Mr.  Knox 
centered  his  mature  attentions.  He  touched  all  man¬ 
ner  of  projects  designed  for  the  economic,  civic  and 
social  welfare  of  his  community,  county  and  State. 
He  was  founder  of  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  and 
served  as  its  president,  making  the  bank  one  of  the 
strongest  in  this  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  Demo¬ 
crat,  he  held  the  offices  aforementioned,  and  was  in¬ 
fluential  politically  in  shaping  policies  for  the  State’s 
party  organization.  Always  a  constructive  factor, 
he  expressed  himself  in  every  possible  way,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  people.  Fraternally  he  was  very  active, 
for  a  number  of  years,  in  Masonic  works,  and  was  a 
charter  member  of  all  York  Rite  bodies,  and  of  the 
Scottish  Rite,  in  Coudersport — save  for  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  which  was  founded 
before  he  entered  fraternal  affairs.  He  was  quite 
young  when  he  joined  Eulalia  Lodge,  No.  342;  he 
helped  to  found  Coudersport  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  No.  263;  and  was  a  charter  member  of  Trin¬ 
ity  Commandery,  No.  58,  of  Knights  Templar.  He 
held  the  thirty-second  degree  as  member  of  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  Mr.  Knox’s 
church  affiliation  was  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
denomination.  He  served  as  vestryman  for  many 
years,  and  was  counted  upon  regularly  for  a  liberal 
support,  material  and  spiritual,  in  furtherance  of  the 
church  projects  at  home  and  afield.  He  also  gave 
quietly  to  many  philanthropic  organizations. 

James  Lawrence  Knox  married  Fannie  A.  Hodskin, 
daughter  of  A.  A.  Hodskin,  formerly  of  Broome 
County,  New  York;  and  of  their  marriage  was  born 
the  son  of  previous  mention,  Rathbone  A.  Knox,  now 
carrying  on  the  family’s  tradition  of  leadership  and 
public  service  in  Coudersport.  Mrs.  Knox,  who  sur¬ 
vives  her  husband,  has  been  active  in  church,  charit¬ 
able  and  social  affairs.  She  continues  to  make  her 
home  in  Coudersport,  and  now  maintains  several  of 
the  good  works  which  formerly  she  conducted  in 
association  with  Mr.  Knox.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Rathbone  A.  Knox  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  L.  H.  Butler ;  and  they  have  a  son,  James  Butler 
Knox,  representing  the  fourth  generation  of  the 
family  to  reside  in  Coudersport. 

James  Lawrence  Knox  died,  in  this  city,  on  October 
31,  1929,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Mr. 
Knox  was  always  active,  physically  and  mentally ;  he 
had  the  spirit  of  youth  which  belied  his  years,  in  the 
eventide  of  life,  and  it  was  a  common  error  for  men 
to  place  his  years  at  fewer  than  the  fact.  A  genial 
companion  with  those  nearest  him,  he  was  at  his  best 
in  comfortable  social  gatherings,  and  at  political 
meetings,  or  in  a  session  of  financial  minds  consider¬ 
ing  all  phases  of  a  proposal  under  discussion ;  and 
especially  was  he  at  his  best,  and  happiest,  in  the  com¬ 
panionship  of  his  home.  Mr.  Knox  was  fond  of  read¬ 
ing.  His  was  a  mind  enriched  by  experience  and 
observation,  these  being  refined  in  the  processes  of  his 
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thought  until  they  could  be  stated  as  conclusions,  and 
these  relied  upon.  While  his  loss  was  deeply  felt  in 
railroad,  financial  and  legal  circles,  it  was  even  more 
keenly  felt  among  the  scores  who  had  been  his  friends, 
and  who  treasure  his  memory  as  a  man,  as  well  as  a 
leader  in  finance. 


HON.  JOHN  H.  McKINNEY— In  both  business 
and  public  affairs,  the  Hon.  John  H.  McKinney,  of 
Franklin,  has  liberally  contributed  to  the  advancement 
of  his  native  State.  Extensive  activity  in  the  oil- 
producing  industry  of  Venango  County  has  combined 
with  his  service  in  the  State  Legislature  and  in  other 
public  positions  of  trust  to  cause  him  to  be  esteemed, 
admired  and  respected  among  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  McKinney  was  born  in  Cranberry  Township, 
Venango  County,  on  April  13,  1887,  son  of  Samuel 
H.  and  Rebecca  Anne  (Borland)  McKinney,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  He  early  attended  the 
graded  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Allegheny  College  in  1909  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Later  he  took  the  Master  of 
Arts  degree.  In  1912  he  was  graduated  from  Dick¬ 
inson  Law  School,  at  Carlisle,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  Formally  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Venango  County  in  that  year,  he  was  for  five  years 
engaged  in  the  independent  practice  of  his  profession, 
until  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War  somewhat  altered  his  plans.  Entering  the  service 
of  his  country  in  1918,  he  was  attached  to  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Corps  Tank  Unit.  Honorably  discharged  from 
the  army,  on  May  13,  1919,  he  returned  to  the  United 
States,  and  became  associated  with  his  father  in  oil 
production.  After  the  elder  man’s  death,  he  and  his 
two  brothers  became  partners  in  the  oil  business  in 
Cranberry  Township,  where  they  now  have  a  two 
hundred-acre  tract  of  land  containing  more  than 
seventy-five  oil  wells. 

Early  in  life,  Mr.  McKinney  busied  himself  with 
political  activity.  Aligning  himself  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  supporting  its  policies  and  principles, 
he  was  nominated  and  elected,  in  1916,  for  service  in 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature,  in  which  he  repre¬ 
sented  his  district  for  one  term  in  1917.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1932,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature, 
having  a  plurality  of  4,608  over  his  nearest  opponent 
and  a  majority  of  over  1,000  over  the  combined  votes 
of  all  his  opponents. 

In  many  organizations,  Mr.  McKinney  has  figured 
prominently.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Franklin  Club, 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Franklin 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  the  American  Legion  and 
its  affairs,  he  has  taken  an  active  part,  as  well  as  in 
all  ex-service  men’s  activities.  He  is  both  a  member 
and  a  past  commander  of  Franklin  Post,  No.  476,  of 
the  American  Legion,  and  one  of  its  charter  members. 
He  was  also  formerly  chef  de  gare  of  the  Venango 
County  organization  of  the  “40  and  8,”  and  served  on 
State  committees  in  the  World  War  Veterans’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Active  in  church  work  in  Franklin  and 
vicinity,  he  is  a  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  his  church.  He  has  served  for  some 
time  as  president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Into  all 
his  work  and  into  the  many  organizations  with  which 
he  is  affiliated,  he  has  consistently  put  his  fullest  ener¬ 
gies  ;  and  his  enthusiastic  participation  and  leadership 
have  been  responsible  for  the  success  of  more  than 
one  worth  while  community  project. 

John  H.  McKinney  married,  on  March  31,  1920,  at 


Philadelphia,  Helen  I.  Humes.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  born  five  sons :  William  H.,  Joel  D., 
Ralph  G.,  Donald  B.,  and  John  H. 

ADDISON  MURRAY  IMBRIE,  ESQ.— July 
29,  1853-March  12,  1932 — For  more  than  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  Addison  Murray  Imbrie  practiced  law  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  No  adequate  biography  of  his  career  can  be 
written  without  including  much  of  the  history  of  the 
bar  of  Allegheny  County  since  1880.  Every  under¬ 
taking  affecting  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
establishment  of  a  court,  or  the  improvement  of  prac¬ 
tice,  always  engaged  his  best  thought  and  energies. 
He  was  an  established  success  at  the  bar  and  held 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  colleagues,  judges, 
friends,  clients  and  leaders  in  all  walks  of  life.  Pub¬ 
lic-spirited  and  patriotic,  he  responded  to  every  call 
of  his  city  and  country.  He  and  the  family,  of  which 
he  was  a  descendant,  have  played  prominent  roles 
since  1790  in  the  upbuilding  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  they  were  for  several  generations  outstand¬ 
ing  citizens. 

Addison  Murray  Imbrie  was  born  near  New  Gali¬ 
lee,  Beaver  County,  July  29,  1853,  a  son  of  James 
Milton  and  Clarinda  (Jackson)  Imbrie,  and  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  a  fine  line  of  ancestors,  notable  for  natu¬ 
ral  ability,  sterling  worth  and  sturdy  character.  The 
father,  James  M.  Imbrie,  was  a  farmer  of  Darling¬ 
ton,  Beaver  County,  and  conspicuous  in  its  develop¬ 
ment,  highly  respected  by  the  community  which  rec¬ 
ognized  and  appreciated  his  consistent  progressive¬ 
ness  and  fair  dealing.  The  grandfather,  Rev.  David 
Imbrie,  born  in  Philadelphia,  August  28,  1777,  was 
a  founder  (1797)  of  the  Franklin  Literary  Society 
in  Cannonsburg  Academy,  which  afterward  became 
Jefferson  College,  now  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College;  and  the  great-great-grandfather,  James  Im¬ 
brie  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  whose  will  (dated  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1802)  is  of  record  in  the  first  Will  Book 
of  Allegheny  County,  came  to  America  in  1760  and 
settled  in  Allegheny  County,  then  Moon  Township, 
in  1790.  During  the  Revolutionary  War,  James 
Imbrie  was  arrested  by  British  spies  for  having  an 
American  gun  among  his  stock  of  goods  and  was  im¬ 
prisoned.  His  wife  appealed  to  General  Howe,  thereby 
obtaining  her  husband’s  release.  The  family  arms 
appear  in  Burke’s  “General  Armory  of  England,  Scot¬ 
land  and  Ireland,”  and  are  recorded  at  Lincoln’s  Inn 
Heraldic  Office,  Great  Turnstile,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  Lon¬ 
don,  W.  C.,  England. 

The  father  of  Addison  M.  Imbrie  died  April  12, 
1889,  and  the  mother,  April  12,  1899. 

The  son  was  educated  in  public  and  private  schools, 
at  Darlington  and  Mt.  Pleasant  academies,  and  at 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1876.  Having  completed  his  academic 
training,  Mr.  Imbrie  read  law  in  the  office  of  Sam¬ 
uel  B.  Wilson,  Esq.,  of  Beaver,  and  in  1878  regis¬ 
tered  as  a  student  in  the  office  of  Thomas  M.  Mar¬ 
shall,  Esq.,  of  Pittsburgh,  considered  one  of  the 
greatest  criminal  lawyers  of  his  time.  Mr.  Imbrie 
was  admitted  to  the  Beaver  County  bar  in  September, 
1878;  he  was  admitted  to  the  Allegheny  County  bar 
July  3,  1880,  on  motion  of  W.  B.  Negley,  Esq.,  and 
shortly  thereafter  became  a  partner  of  Mr.  Marshall. 
In  1890,  the  partnership  of  Marshalls  and  Imbrie  was 
dissolved;  and  from  that  date  Mr.  Imbrie  maintained 
an  independent  practice.  He  occupied  a  high  place 
in  the  esteem  of  his  professional  colleagues  and  was 
recognized  as  a  profound  student  of  the  law,  with  a 
large  clientele  and  a  record  of  distinguished  legal 
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service.  For  twenty-five  years  he  conducted  the  legal 
affairs  of  the  Pittsburgh  Stock  Exchange  as  its  gen¬ 
eral  counsel.  He  was  a  member  of  the  bar  of  all 
courts,  United  States  and  State;  and  of  the  Allegheny 
County,  Pennsylvania  and  American  Bar  associations. 

In  addition  to  his  legal  activities,  Mr.  Imbrie  had 
other  large  interests.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Citi¬ 
zens’  Committee  of  One  Hundred  which  nominated 
E.  V.  Babcock  for  mayor  of  Pittsburgh  in  1918.  For 
many  years  he  had  charge  of  a  permanent  transporta¬ 
tion  committee  for  the  visiting  Appropriations  Com¬ 
mittees  of  the  State  Legislature  when  hospitals  and 
charitable  institutions  of  Pittsburgh  received  direct 
appropriations  from  the  State.  In  1913  he  conducted 
part  of  the  proceedings  involved  in  the  third  cutting 
of  “The  Hump”  in  Pittsburgh.  Waivers  of  property 
owners  were  secured;  the  work  had  begun  under  a 
city  ordinance  in  1911,  and  again  on  April  5,  1912, 
and  was  completed  just  before  expiration  of  the 
contract  on  January  1,  1914.  In  these  proceedings  he 
represented  substantial  property  interests.  In  1903 
he  represented  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev¬ 
olution  in  its  suit  against  the  city  for  damages  to 
the  “Block  House,”  occasioned  by  nearby  street  vaca¬ 
tions.  He  served,  in  1908,  as  vice-chairman  of  the 
Invitation  Committee  of  Pittsburgh’s  Sesqui-Centen- 
nial  which  had  as  its  guests  Hon.  Charles  Warren 
Fairbanks,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States;  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Swanson,  United  States  Senator  from 
Virginia;  the  Misses  Pitt-Taylor,  descendants  of 
William  Pitt;  Miss  Martha  Washington,  descendant 
of  a  brother  of  General  Washington;  and  Arthur 
Forbes,  descendant  of  General  Forbes.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra  Association, 
vice-president  and  director  of  the  Children’s  Hos¬ 
pital  of  Pittsburgh,  and  of  the  North  Maryland  Coal 
Company,  and  an  ex-director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Mal¬ 
leable  Iron  Company  and  the  Standard  Plate  Glass 
Company. 

His  clubs  were  the  Duquesne,  Junta  and  the 
University.  He  was  an  ex-charter  member  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Athletic  Association  and  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Country  Club.  He  belonged  also  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  (life 
member  of  Philadelphia  Chapter)  and  the  Historical 
Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  held  at  his 
death  the  first  Distinguished  Service  Certificate  ever 
granted  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  State  Headquarters  of 
the  American  Legion.  He  was  an  early  member  of 
Calvary  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  served  as 
judge  of  elections  and  on  various  lay  committees  at 
many  diocesan  conventions  during  the  incumbency 
of  Bishop  Cortlandt  Whitehead,  and  was  one  of  the 
three  incorporators  of  the  Church  Club  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  in  1897. 

His  patriotic  and  public  services  were  notable. 
During  the  Spanish-American  War,  he  was  active 
in  securing  means  to  help  the  soldiers  and  served  as 
chairman  of  the  Commissary  Committee  which  took 
care  of  every  uniformed  soldier  who  entered  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  arranging,  among  other  measures,  that  none 
should  be  imprisoned,  but  should  be  brought  to  com¬ 
mission  headquarters  if  arrested.  The  committee 
arranged  also  that  no  uniformed  soldier  should  pay 
for  his  food,  and  provided  sleeping  quarters  for  all 
who  needed  them.  In  all,  meals  and  other  kinds  of 
accommodations  were  furnished  for  more  than  200,- 
000  men.  Morever,  the  committee  maintained  head¬ 
quarters  in  a  four-story  building  on  Liberty  Avenue, 
which  was  donated  by  Andrew  W.  Mellon,  who  later 
became  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  there  the  com¬ 


mittee  organized  a  modern  hospital,  with  every 
facility  for  the  care  of  soldiers  requiring  medical 
attention,  and  with  a  corps  of  nurses  and  a  phy¬ 
sician  in  attendance  day  and  night.  This  highly,  prac¬ 
tical  form  of  service  helped  Pittsburgh  to  stand  out 
as  one  of  the  genuinely  patriotic  cities  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  same  spirit  inspired  Mr.  Imbrie  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  World  War.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  forty-one  legal  advisory  boards  in  Allegheny 
County,  chairman  of  the  legal  advisory  board  of  the 
fifth  zone,  and  a  member  of  other  advisory  boards 
connected  with  the  operation  of  the  Selective  Service 
(Draft)  Law.  He  received  a  special  letter  of  com¬ 
mendation  from  Major-General  Enoch  H.  Crowder  of 
the  War  Department  for  his  valuable  war  service  in 
this  work.  He  served  the  Red  Cross  in  an  official 
capacity  as  one  of  its  legal  representatives  during  the 
World  War. 

In  1913  he  was  vice-president  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Bar  Association,  of  which  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  from  1893,  and  served  as  its  president  for  two 
terms,  1914-16.  His  portrait,  done  by  H.  L.  Hilde- 
brandt  of  New  York,  hangs  in  the  rooms  of  Bar 
Association.  He  was  energetic  in  his  support  of  all 
movements  tending  to  further  the  passage  of  laws 
for  the  welfare  and  protection  of  the  public.  Among 
the  twenty  committees  of  the  bar  association,  of 
which  he  was  chairman  at  various  times,  was 
that  on  legislation  which  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  enactment  of  important  legislative  measures 
with  reference  to  the  administration  of  justice,  includ¬ 
ing,  in  1907,  that  which  established  Common  Pleas 
Court  No.  4,  of  Allegheny  County;  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  which,  in  1909,  secured  an  additional  United 
States  district  judge  for  the  Western  District  of 
Pennsylvania;  and,  in  1911,  the  act  providing  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  consoli¬ 
dating  the  four  common  pleas  courts  in  Allegheny 
County.  The  latter  act  he  secured  almost  single  handed 
with  the  help,  however,  of  several  earnest  fellow-com¬ 
mittee  members  against  considerable  local  opposition. 
During  the  term  of  Hon.  Joseph  Stadtfeld  as  president 
of  the  Allegheny  County  Bar  Association,  in  1927,  he 
was  chairman  of  the  election  frauds  committee  and 
was  relentless  in  his  efforts  to  stop  election  frauds.  At 
that  time,  he  was  instrumental  as  chairman  of  the 
active  committee  in  helping  to  obtain  more  than  two 
hundred  informations  against  election  offenders. 

Other  committees  of  which  he  was  chairman  were : 
On  legislation,  1896;  on  offenses,  1898-99;  in  regard 
to  advisability  of  having  Supreme  Court  permanently 
located  in  Philadelphia,  1904;  to  secure  harmony  of 
action  on  the  question  of  location  of  new  city  hall 
and  courthouse,  1907;  to  devise  a  method  to  relieve 
judges  from  granting  liquor  licenses,  1907;  on 
legislation^  1909;  to  establish  a  court  of  appeals 
in  patent  cases,  1909;  on  legislation,  1910;  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  jury  system  and  methods  of  drawing 
jurors,  1910  (in  this  connection  he  visited  New 
York,  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  Boston,  and  reported 
the  committee’s  recommendation  to  the  association 
on  February  6,  1911);  to  confer  with  the  county 
commissioners  on  plans  of  new  building  proposed  to 
be  erected  on  Diamond  Street  as  an  annex  to  the 
Courthouse,  1912;  on  legislation,  1912;  on  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  Bar  Association  in  the  new  Court¬ 
house,  1914;  in  regard  to  advisability  of  chang¬ 
ing  the  name  of  the  association  to  “The  Pittsburgh 
Bar  Association,”  1917.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
association’s  committee,  in  1909,  to  prepare  a  brief  of 
the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  relative  to  expediting  the 
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trial  of  cases  and  disposing  of  much  accumulated 
business;  and  a  member  of  a  committee,  in  1918,  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  persons  not  members  of  the 
local  bar  appearing  and  practicing  before  the  Work¬ 
men’s  Compensation  Board.  In  1901,  as  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Bar  Association,  he  was  active,  with 
W.  B.  Rodgers,  in  helping  to  draft  the  present 
charter  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  securing  a  new  county  courthouse  (the 
present  one)  by  helping  defeat  Judge  Thomas  W. 
Mellon’s  taxpayer’s  suit  filed  to  restrain  the  erection 
of  that  building.  In  1909,  in  association  with  Hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Way,  he  initiated  and  later  helped  to  secure 
legislation,  establishing  the  present  County  Court.  With 
the  late  Judge  J.  McF.  Carpenter,  he  helped  to 
organize  and  conduct  the  Lawyers’  Arbitration  Court 
in  1909.  As  much  as  any  one  man  in  Pittsburgh,  he 
was  responsible  for  obtaining  the  present  fine  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  Allegheny  County  Law  Library  and  of 
the  Bar  Association  in  the  City  and  County  Build¬ 
ing,  having  frequent  contact  with  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  and  architects  as  the  Bar  Association’s 
chief  spokesman  in  this  matter  at  that  time  (1914). 

Addison  Murray  Imbrie  married,  October  2,  1884, 
Hattie  Silliman,  a  life  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  a  direct  descendant  of 
William  Dunn,  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mrs.  Imbrie 
died  May  7,  1919.  Two  children  were  born  of  the 
marriage:  1.  Addison  Murray,  Jr.,  who  died  in  child¬ 
hood  (1891-94).  2.  Boyd  V.  (B.  Vincent),  born  No¬ 
vember  27,  1895,  graduate  of  Kent  School,  Harvard 
University  and  Pittsburgh  Law  School,  admitted  to 
the  bar  December  9,  1920,  thereafter  associated  in 
practice  with  his  father  until  the  sudden  death  of  the 
latter  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  on  March  12,  1932, 
in  the  family  home  at  6409  Fifth  Avenue,  which  he 
built  in  1885.  Mr.  Imbrie  is  buried  with  his  little 
family  in  the  family  lot,  No.  57,  Section  14,  Home- 
wood  Cemetery,  Pittsburgh.  Besides  his  son,  a  brother, 
W.  J.  Imbrie,  a  retired  farmer  of  Beaver  County, 
survives  him. 

An  incident,  illustrating  the  character  of  Mr.  Im¬ 
brie  as  a  young  man  and  explaining  why  his  activ¬ 
ities  gained  him  so  much  recognition,  is  connected 
with  his  early  association  with  Mr.  Marshall,  his 
former  law  preceptor  and  partner.  Mr.  Marshall  was 
in  conference  with  one  of  his  wealthiest  clients  on 
a  matter  as  to  which  certain  testimony  from  an 
individual,  whose  whereabouts  were  then  unknown, 
was  extremely  important.  There  came  to  Mr.  Im- 
brie’s  ears  from  this  conference  the  statement:  “I 
would  give  $50,000  to  find  that  man.”  Shortly  after¬ 
wards,  Mr.  Imbrie  was  called  before  Mr.  Marshall 
and  his  client,  and  there  the  young  man  ventured  to 
inquire  if  he  could  be  of  any  use  in  the  matter  in 
hand.  The  client  asked  why  he  offered  his  services, 
and  Mr.  Imbrie  answered:  “I  have  just  heard  you 
say  you  would  give  $50,000  to  find  some  man.  For 
$50,000  I  can  find  any  man,  if  he  is  alive  and  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  All  you  need  to  do  is  to  describe 
him,  tell  me  who  he  is,  and  give  me  the  means  to 
make  the  search.”  The  offer  was  immediately  ac¬ 
cepted  and  the  young  lawyer  started  on  his  mission. 

His  first  lead  was  toward  the  West.  This  was  the 
day  when  the  vestibule  sleeping  car  was  an  innova¬ 
tion  and  the  price  of  a  lower  berth  as  compared  with 
that  of  an  upper,  never  caused  any  hesitation  on  the 
part  of  a  young  lawyer  as  to  which  berth  would  be 
occupied  by  him.  What  happened  on  that  train  is 
also  characteristic  of  Mr.  Imbrie’s  determination  to 
get  what  he  went  after  and  what  was  his.  When  he 


entered  the  Pullman  he  found  an  elderly  and  imposing 
gentleman  wearing  the  customary  high  silk  hat  of  that 
day,  comfortably  occupying  with  his  many  bags  the 
whole  section  in  which  Mr.  Imbrie’s  berth  was  located. 
It  being  not  yet  time  to  retire,  the  porter  showed  Mr. 
Imbrie  to  his  seat;  but  his  inconsiderate  fellow- 
passenger  plainly  showed  his  displeasure  over  any 
disturbance  of  his  arrangements  and  refused  to  move 
his  bags,  whereupon  Mr.  Imbrie  moved  them  him¬ 
self.  In  consequence  the  elderly  passenger  made  the 
trip  rather  chilly  from  the  standpoint  of  sociability, 
but  Mr.  Imbrie  was  equal  to  the  occasion  and  did 
all  that  a  young  and  obliging  passenger  could  to  add 
to  the  comfort  of  his  older  companion.  The  two 
finally  retired  and  the  next  morning  left  the  train 
almost  as  complete  strangers  as  when  they  met. 
(This  incident  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  purpose  of 
Mr.  Imbrie’s  search,  but  is  injected  here  solely  to 
better  reveal  his  character.) 

He  spent  several  months  in  the  West,  tracing  the 
missing  man,  and  finally  located  him  in  a  most 
unexpected  place — a  mining  camp  in  Idaho,  where 
he  obtained  his  signature  to  the  necessary  papers  and 
then  began  his  journey  home.  On  the  way  he  stopped 
in  Denver,  Colorado,  to  look  over  the  city.  Upon 
his  hotel  porch  he  met  his  elderly  companion  of  the 
Pullman  car,  who  extended  his  hand  and  said: 
“Young  man,  I  never  saw  you  before  you  entered 
the  Pullman  that  night,  and  lest  I  may  never  see 
you  again,  I  wish  to  apologize  for  my  unmannerly 
conduct  toward  a  traveling  stranger  who  showed  such 
breeding  as  now  causes  me  to  wish  to  keep  his  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Here  is  my  card,  and  I  want  your 
name  and  address.”  With  that,  they  parted.  Later, 
when  the  gentleman  happened  to  need  a  lawyer  in 
Pittsburgh,  he  entrusted  his  business  to  his  former 
fellow-passenger,  and  Mr.  Imbrie  eventually  received 
from  him  his  first  fee  which  it  took  four  figures  to 
write. 

When  telling  this  story,  Mr.  Imbrie  was  wont  to 
add:  “I  have  never  ceased  to  measure  the  value  of 
politeness  and  consideration  for  strangers,  no  matter 
who  they  are  or  where  I  am.” 

In  later  life,  Mr.  Imbrie  became  more  and  more 
an  outstanding  champion  of  a  higher  code  of  legal 
ethics  and  civic  righteousness,  making  his  work 
useful  not  only  to  the  citizens  of  the  community  but 
to  the  entire  State.  He  was  a  close  friend  of  the  late 
Senator  Durham  of  Philadelphia  and  of  Hon.  P.  C. 
Knox  and  Hon.  Boies  Penrose.  He  had  only  one 
object  in  mind,  the  common  good.  He  was  never 
known  to  accept  compensation  for  any  service  he 
performed  in  promoting  the  public  welfare,  but  con¬ 
tributed  of  his  time,  money  and  energy  most  un¬ 
stintedly.  As  years  crept  upon  him,  he  viewed  with 
more  than  ordinary  apprehensions  the  political  and 
economic  future  of  the  Nation.  Where  he  found  the 
time  for  all  his  patriotic  and  unselfish  civic  activ¬ 
ities  and  meanwhile  maintain  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  law  practice,  is  a  marvel.  He  had,  how¬ 
ever,  a  capacity  for  understanding  situations  and  a 
faculty  for  accomplishing  his  objectives  which  were 
most  unusual  and  which  made  him  a  leader  in  many 
of  the  most  important  movements  in  Pittsburgh. 

It  was  officially  said  of  him  in  the  “Pittsburgh 
Legal  Journal”: 

Few  lawyers  at  the  Allegheny  County  bar  exerted 
so  great  and  wholesome  an  influence  upon  civic  con¬ 
ditions  and  the  public  welfare  in  the  span  of  one  life 
as  did  Mr.  Imbrie.  There  were  many  to  comment 
today  that  no  lawyer  at  the  Allegheny  County  bar 
ever  excelled  Mr.  Imbrie  in  the  discharge  of  his  pro- 
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fessional  obligations  and  duties  as  a  citizen  in  civic 
matters,  especially  in  every  emergency,  without  osten¬ 
tation  or  hope  of  personal  credit. 

He  began  the  twentieth  century  as  one  of  the 
agitators  for  reform  in  legal  procedure  and  speedier 
disposition  of  litigation.  Many  times  he  was  mentioned 
for  the  bench  and  twice  declined  appointment  because 
he  felt  his  best  service  could  be  rendered  to  his  com¬ 
munity  at  the  bar. 

He  leaves  behind  him  a  record  of  long,  honorable 
and  distinguished  service  in  western  Pennsylvania  as 
one  of  its  leading  lawyers  and  citizens. 

Such  a  record  speaks  for  itself  more  eloquently 
than  could  bronze  or  marble.  Before  he  closed  his 
career  and  passed  forever  from  this  earth,  he  might 
well  have  used  these  words  of  the  Roman  philosopher, 
Cato:  “I  had  rather  it  should  be  asked  why  I  had 
no  statue  than  why  I  had  one.” 


SILAS  ELLSWORTH  WALKER— In  his  young 
manhood  Mr.  Walker  was  identified  with  the  oil 
industry  in  Pennsylvania  during  its  pioneer  days. 
Later  he  became  active  in  public  life  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  held  several  local  and  Federal  public 
offices,  which  he  filled  with  characteristic  ability, 
efficiency  and  conscientiousness.  Since  1893  Mr. 
Walker  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  news¬ 
paper  business.  During  the  four  decades  throughout 
which  he  has  owned  and  published  newspapers  in 
Warren,  Mr.  Walker  has  become  known  as  one  of 
the  most  able  and  most  successful  newspaper  pub¬ 
lishers  in  this  part  of  the  State.  His  newspapers 
have  not  only  met  with  marked  material  success,  but 
have  also  made  important  contributions  to  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Through 
them  and  in  many  other  ways  Mr.  Walker  has 
worked  enthusiastically  and  consistently  toward  the 
furthering  of  civic  progress. 

The  family,  of  which  Mr.  Walker  is  a  member,  is 
descended  from  old  English  stock  and  dates  back  to 
Colonial  times.  It  is  well  represented  throughout  the 
New  England  and  Middle  states,  and  the  family 
name  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  both  in  Colonial  and  later  times. 

John  Walker,  the  immediate  progenitor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  branch  of  the  Walker  family  and  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  article, 
was  probably  a  native  of  Vermont,  removing  to 
Delaware  County,  New  York,  where  he  died  at 
Hambletville,  about  1866,  being  then  eighty-one 
years  of  age.  He  located  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
on  Cold  Spring  Creek,  about  one  mile  from  the  Del¬ 
aware  River,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  A  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  he  was  an  ardent  worker  in  its  behalf 
and  was  especially  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Sunday  school  because  of  his  love  for  children.  He 
was  a  man  of  generous  build  and  of  most  amiable 
disposition.  In  public  life  he  was  an  old  line  Whig 
and  was  an  able  and  enthusiastic  politician.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Betsey  Styles,  of  Scotch  descent  and  of  an  old 
Massachusetts  family,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  Her  father  was  in  active  service  during 
the  Revolution. 

Aaron  Styles  Walker,  a  son  of  John  and  Betsey 
(Styles)  Walker  and  the  father  of  Silas  Ellsworth 
Walker,  was  bom  on  the  old  homestead  in  Delaware 
County,  New  York,  in  1820.  Early  in  life  he  was  a 
farmer,  but  later  became  a  successful  stone  mason. 
He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  doing  contract  work  for  them,  and  about  1853 
removed  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  where  he  made 
contracts  in  his  line  of  business  for  the  construction 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Railroad,  which 


today  is  one  of  the  main  Erie  lines.  At  the  end  of 
five  years  he  returned  to  his  old  home  and  engaged 
in  the  wood  business.  At  this  time  all  locomotives 
used  wood  as  fuel,  and  Mr.  Walker  furnished  a  large 
amount  of  wood  for  the  Erie  Railroad.  In  1867  he 
came  to  Sheffield,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania, 
worked  at  his  former  trade,  and  built  the  stone  work 
for  the  Horton  and  Crary  tannery.  For  some  time 
he  resided  at  Stoneham,  then  removed  to  Warren, 
where  he  resumed  his  contract  work.  He  took  part 
in  the  interstate  or  anti-rate  war,  and  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  politics,  although  never  active  in  political 
affairs.  He  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  1896.  Mr.  Walker  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Hamblet,  born  in  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Phoebe  (Un¬ 
derwood)  Hamblet;  she  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  years,  in  1855,  and  was  buried  in  Hambletville. 
Mr.  Walker  married  (second)  Betsey  Lee,  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua,  New  York. 

Silas  Ellsworth  Walker,  son  of  Aaron  Styles  and 
Elizabeth  (Hamblet)  Walker,  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  New  York,  May  11,  1851.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools.  Until  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  years  he  lived  on  the  home  farm.  In  18 68  he 
came  to  Warren  County  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
plasterer  and  stone  mason  at  Stoneham.  He  was 
thus  engaged  until  1876,  when  the  oil  excitement 
arose  and  he  entered  the  oil  business,  in  which  he 
continued  for  one  and  a  half  years.  Then,  after  one 
year  spent  in  Bradford,  he  left  there  and  started  in 
the  meat  business  in  association  with  George  W. 
Cogswell.  In  1880  he  sold  his  interest  in  this  enter¬ 
prise  and  engaged  in  a  contracting  oil  business  in 
Clarendon.  He  was  elected  constable  of  the  borough 
of  Warren  in  1883  and  served  during  1884-86.  In  the 
latter  year  he  resigned  from  office  and  was  appointed 
deputy  internal  revenue  collector  for  Warren,  Elk, 
Cameron  and  McKeon  counties,  serving  during  the 
first  administration  of  Grover  Cleveland.  Recom¬ 
mended  by  Congressman  W.  L.  Scott,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  under  three  different  collectors  and  served 
three  years  and  ten  months.  Mr.  Walker  then  entered 
the  patent  medicine  business  and  for  some  years 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  marketing  of  “Wal¬ 
ker  Brothers  Golden  Oil.”  It  was  at  this  time  that 
the  weekly  “Mirror”  was  started  by  him  at  Warren 
to  advertise  the  patent  medicine  manufactured  by 
Walker  Brothers,  the  later  “Morning  Mirror”  being 
the  outgrowth  of  this  small  advertising  scheme. 
Eventually  Mr.  Walker  sold  out  to  his  brother  and 
for  some  years  returned  to  his  former  business,  that 
of  a  mason  contractor. 

In  1893  Mr.  Walker  commenced  the  publication 
of  the  “Daily  Democrat,”  which  he  continued  to 
publish  until  1900,  when  he  sold  it  to  the  Sibley 
Democrats.  In  that  year,  on  August  13,  1900,  he 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  “Times,”  which 
became  the  leading  publication  of  its  kind  in  War¬ 
ren.  At  that  time  he  formed  the  Times  Publishing 
Company,  of  which  he  became  president  and  general 
manager.  In  1921  Mr.  Walker  purchased  the  War¬ 
ren  “Evening  Mirror,”  changed  it  to  a  morning 
paper  and  published  it,  as  well  as  the  “Evening 
Times,”  started  originally  by  him  in  1900.  Later 
the  two  papers  were  combined  as  an  evening  paper 
under  the  name  of  “Times-Mirror.”  The  Times 
Publishing  Company  commenced  business  with  a 
capital  of  only  $3,000,  but  has  assumed  dimensions 
of  considerable  magnitude  and  has  steadily  grown  in 
value  and  influence.  Mr.  Walker  has  purchased  and 
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owns  the  entire  stock.  The  printing  plant  is  equipped 
with  all  modern  facilities.  Against  strong  opposition 
Mr.  Walker  built  up  his  newspapers  and  he  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  enterprise  and  perseverance 
which  he  has  shown  in  this  undertaking.  His  papers 
have  always  been  full  of  news  and  have  always 
taken  a  fearless  but  fair  stand  on  all  public  ques¬ 
tions  of  interest  to  the  community.  Mr.  Walker’s 
chief  hobby  may  be  said  to  be  politics.  He  has  at 
all  times  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  recognized 
leader  in  his  party.  In  1912  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Baltimore, 
which  nominated  Woodrow  Wilson  for  President  of 
the  United  States.  He  also  served  for  many  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee  and 
several  times  as  chairman  of  the  Warren  County 
Democratic  Committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Woodrow  Wilson  Foundation,  the  Warren  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  and  various  other  civic  bodies, 
as  well  as  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Masonic  bodies:  North  Star  Lodge,  No.  241, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Occidental  Chapter,  No. 
235,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Warren  Commandery,  No. 
63,  Knights  Templar;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Walker  married,  August  29,  1878,  Cinderella 
Jane  Dalrymple,  a  daughter  of  Richard  William 
and  Sarah  Jane  (Kitchen)  Dalrymple,  who  was  born 
in  Conewango  Township,  Warren  County,  April  6, 
1853.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
at  Chamberlin  Institute,  Randolph,  New  York,  and 
after  graduation  taught  school  for  several  terms  in 
Warren  County.  After  her  marriage  she  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  women  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  She  has  been  active  in  every 
movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of 
the  county  and  the  preservation  of  the  old  traditions. 
A  member  of  Tidioute  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
Revolution,  she  has  served  as  its  vice-regent,  and 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organization 
of  General  Joseph  Warren  Chapter,  of  which  she 
became  a  charter  member  and  was  later  elected 
regent.  She  was  also  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the 
erection  of  the  monument  to  the  memory  of  the 
Revolutionary  soldiers  and  to  General  Joseph  War¬ 
ren,  was  chairman  of  the  monument  committee  and 
carried  to  completion  the  beautiful  memorial.  The 
funds  were  liberally  contributed  by  the  citizens  of 
Tidioute  and  Warren  and  the  country  in  general. 
Mrs.  Walker  also  took  an  active  part  in  raising  the 
necessary  amount  to  erect  a  foundation  and  beautify 
the  park  on  the  river  front.  Her  religious  affiliation 
was  given  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  long  ago 
she  joined  the  Blue  Stocking  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Richard  Orrin,  born  November  1,  1879,  associated 
in  business  with  his  father  and  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  during  which  he  served  as  a  sergeant 
with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  2.  Ross 
Aaron,  at  one  time  also  associated  with  his  father 
as  a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  “Times,” 
now  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Oil  City.  He 
was  born  on  July  24,  1882,  and  married  Nellie  Walsh. 
3.  Will  A.,  whose  career  is  described  in  the  following 
biography.  4.  Sarah  Eleanor,  born  February  4,  1892, 
like  her  mother,  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
Revolution.  She  married  Harry  W.  Conarro. 

Mrs.  Walker,  like  her  husband,  comes  of  an  old 
and  prominent  family,  the  Dalrymple  family  being 


one  of  the  oldest  and  most  famous  of  the  historic 
families  of  Scotland.  The  first  of  that  branch  of  the 
family,  to  which  Mrs.  Walker  belongs,  to  come  to 
America,  was  Andrew  Dalrymple,  who  was  born 
near  Drummerchut,  Scotland,  in  1684,  emigrated  to 
Ireland  and  then  to  America,  settling  in  Worcester 
County,  Massachusetts.  David,  the  son  of  Andrew 
Dalrymple,  was  born  at  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1709. 
He  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America  in  1713, 
became  a  farmer  in  Worcester  County,  from  where 
he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  1807.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Susannah  Ellison,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  his 
four  oldest  sons  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
David  (2),  son  of  David  (1)  and  Susannah  (Ellison) 
Dalrymple,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  12, 
1762.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  married  Mary  Corning.  Corning,  the  son  of 
David  (2)  and  Mary  (Corning)  Dalrymple,  was  born 
in  Vermont.  He  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  settled 
at  Yankeebush,  Warren  County,  purchasing  a  tract 
of  land  which  he  cleared  and  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  He  was 
married,  probably  a  little  after  1820,  to  Polly  Good- 
enough. 

Richard  William  Dalrymple,  son  of  Corning  and 
Polly  (Goodenough)  Dalrymple  and  father  of  Mrs. 
Walker,  was  born  March  12,  1831,  and  died  in  1876. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  receiving  such  education 
as  the  schools  of  the  day  afforded.  When  thirty 
years  of  age  he  ventured  into  the  oil  business  and 
built  the  first  refinery  in  the  Warren  oil  fields. 
Previously  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  merchant 
tailoring  business  at  Pithole,  Venango  County.  After 
some  time  devoted  to  refining  oil  and  boating  it  down 
the  river,  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  entered 
the  tobacco  trade,  operating  a  store,  and  commenced 
speculating  in  oil.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  married,  in  June,  1852,  Sarah 
Jane  Kitchen,  born  in  Scotland,  January  1,  1834,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  (McLean) 
Kitchen,  the  family  name  being  well  knowp  in  Scot¬ 
land.  Alexander  Kitchen  was  a  distinguished  civil 
engineer  and  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  One  of  his  brothers  was  the  Rev.  James 
Kitchen,  rector  of  a  parish  in  London,  England, 
and  another  was  John  Kitchen,  a  skilled  iron  worker. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Kitchen  emi¬ 
grated  to  America:,  bringing  with  her  several  of  her 
children  and  uniting  by  letter  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  country.  Two  of  her  sons  became 
residents  of  Warren  County,  and  the  family  is  well 
represented  in  the  present  generation  by  several  of 
the  county’s  most  esteemed  citizens.  Sarah  Jane 
(Kitchen)  Dalrymple,  who  married  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  died  April  28,  1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  William  Dalrymple  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Cinderella  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
ker.  2.  Eurial  E.,  born  July  2,  1855.  3.  Burt  L., 
born  November  30,  1869. 


WILL  A.  WALKER— Immediately  following  the 
completion  of  his  education,  Mr.  Walker  became 
identified  with  the  Times  Publishing  Company  of 
Warren,  founded  some  thirty  years  ago  by  his  father 
and  owners  and  publishers  of  the  Warren  “Times- 
Mirror.”  In  his  capacity  as  vice-president  of  this  com¬ 
pany  and  as  business  manager  Mr.  Walker  has  made 
important  contributions  to  its  steady  growth  and  pros¬ 
perity.  A  lifelong  resident  of  Warren,  he  is  widely 
known  in  this  town  and  has  always  taken  a  very  active 
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part  in  various  phases  of  its  life,  and  he  is  also  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  Masonic  circles. 

Will  A.  Walker  was  born  at  Warren,  August  29, 
1885,  the  third  child  and  son  of  Silas  E.  and  Cin¬ 
derella  J.  (Dalrymple)  Walker.  His  father,  whose 
interesting  and  successful  career  is  described  in  the 
preceding  article  in  this  work,  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Warren  and  has  long  been  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Times  Publishing  Company.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  then  attended  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
After  leaving  college  he  became  identified  with  the 
Times  Publishing  Company  of  Warren.  As  the  years 
passed  he  was  advanced  to  positions  of  ever  increas¬ 
ing  importance  and  responsibility  and  he  is  now  and 
for  a  number  of  years  past  has  been  vice-president 
and  business  manager.  The  Times  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany  was  founded  by  Mr.  Walker’s  father  in  1900. 
At  the  same  time  he  also  commenced  the  publication 
of  the  Warren  “Evening  Times.”  In  1921  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker’s  father  purchased  the  “Warren  Evening  Mir¬ 
ror,”  changing  that  newspaper  to  a  morning  paper. 
Both  publications  enjoyed  well  merited  success  and 
played  a  very  important  part  in  the  development  of 
Warren.  They  are  now  merged  and  published  as  an 
evening  paper  under  the  name  of  the  “Times-Mir- 
ror.”  Mr.  Walker  is  also  a  director  of  the  Warren 
Land  Company  and  of  the  Liberty  Realty  Corpora¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  of  one  of  the  local  building  and  loan 
associations.  His  interest  in  civic  affairs  finds  ex¬ 
pression  in  his  active  membership  in  the  Warren 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  For  many  years  promi¬ 
nently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Walker  married,  in  1918,  Nell  G.  Grand- 
quist,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
ker,  who  make  their  home  at  No.  205  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  Warren,  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters: 
1.  Carolyn  Jane,  bom  March  8,  1920.  2.  Elizabeth 
Anne,  born  May  3,  1922. 


RICHARD  YATES  FILBERT  — In  business 
always  diligent,  to  friendships  ever  loyal,  and  of  his 
native  city  of  Philadelphia  a  dutiful  son,  the  late 
Richard  Yates  Filbert  exemplified  outstanding  traits 
of  character  of  his  father,  the  late  Dr.  Ludwig  Spang 
Filbert,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  industrial 
affairs  of  great  magnitude.  The  family  for  two  gen¬ 
erations — father  and  son — was  identified  with  the  Vul¬ 
canite  Paving  Company,  the  former  as  president  and 
the  latter  as  treasurer,  and  with  banking  institutions 
of  importance  in  Philadelphia.  Both  were  among  those 
progressive  citizens  who  encouraged  every  movement 
for  a  greater  and  more  beautiful  metropolis. 

John  Filbert,  grandfather  of  Richard  Yates  Filbert, 
married  Esther  Spang.  Both  the  Filbert  and  the 
Spang  families  have  been  well  and  favorably  known 
in  Pennsylvania  for  generations.  Peter  Filbert,  great- 
uncle  of  Richard  Yates,  was  the  first  mayor  of  Read¬ 
ing,  Pennsylvania. 

Ludwig  Spang  Filbert,  son  of  John  and  Esther 
(Spang)  Filbert,  was  born  in  Berks  County  March 
12,  1825,  and  was  still  a  child  when  taken  by  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Snyder  County.  In  time 
he  was  enabled  to  gratify  his  ambition  to  study  medi¬ 


cine,  training  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Robert 
Jones,  of  Bainbridge,  Lancaster  County.  He  was 
further  assisted  by  General  Simon  Cameron,  and  was 
privileged  to  attend  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  from  which  last-named  institution  he  received 
his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  graduation  in  the 
class  of  1846. 

Dr.  Filbert  began  practice  in  Bainbridge,  remaining 
there  nine  years,  then  removing  to  Columbia,  where 
he  built  up  one  of  the  largest  practices  in  Lancaster 
County.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Packer  in 
1857  to  the  position  of  port  physician  of  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  stationed  three  years.  Upon  his  resigna¬ 
tion  of  the  post,  he  entered  medical  practice  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  city  thereafter  was  his  home. 

He  was  caring  for  an  extensive  practice  when,  in 
1868,  he  directed  his  attention  to  the  practicability  of 
vulcanizing  coal  tar  and  asphalt  for  the  purpose  of 
street  paving.  Impressed  with  the  value  of  such  an 
invention,  he  exerted  all  his  powers  to  perfect  it,  and 
upon  achievement  of  success,  established  the  Vulcanite 
Paving  Company,  of  which  he  was  chosen  president. 
In  1871  the  firm  of  Filbert  and  Porter  was  organized, 
the  other  partner  being  former  Senator  Porter.  In 
addition  to  laying  miles  of  streets  and  sidewalks,  the 
company  received  many  contracts  for  public  buildings 
in  which  to  lay  its  granolithic  flooring.  Among  these 
buildings  in  Philadelphia  are  the  Drexel  Building, 
United  States  Post  Office,  Girard  Life  Insurance 
Building,  Broad  Street  Station  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Station,  Phil¬ 
adelphia  County  Prison,  and  the  Baldwin  Locomotive 
Works.  In  the  execution  of  the  contract  for  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Queen  Lane  Reservoir  many  years  were 
required,  and  a  great  deal  of  attention  was  drawn  by 
this  work.  At  one  time  the  business  furnished  em¬ 
ployment  for  about  five  hundred  men.  The  company 
also  fulfilled  contracts  for  paving  the  most  beautiful 
sections  of  Washington,  Baltimore,  Pittsburgh,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  and  other  cities  of  America. 

Upon  Dr.  Filbert’s  retirement  from  active  work  in 
1893,  he  disposed  of  almost  all  his  interest  in  the  pav¬ 
ing  concern,  but  retained  the  office  of  president  of  the 
Philadelphia  corporation.  He  then  gave  his  thought 
and  energy  to  matters  of  finance,  and,  having  organ¬ 
ized  the  Fox  Chase  Bank  and  the  Ridge  Avenue  Bank, 
he  held  directorships  in  both  these  institutions,  of  one 
of  which  he  could  have  been  president  if  he  had  not 
declined  the  honor.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Susquehanna  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  capitalized 
at  $1,500,000,  and  of  the  New  Haven  Iron  and  Steel 
Company,  capitalized  at  $500,000,  and  was  a  director 
in  each  corporation.  Large  financial  interests  in 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  were  also  held  by 
him. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Spang  Filbert  married,  December  21, 
1848,  at  Philadelphia,  .Annie  C.  Nagle,  bom  February 
16,  1826,  died  January  6,  1908,  daughter  of  John  Fil¬ 
bert  and  Lydia  Bartolette  Nagle.  Two  children  were 
born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Laura  C.,  married  Horatio 
Nelson  Day,  of  Philadelphia,  her  husband  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Richard  Yates,  of  this  memorial,  see  fur¬ 
ther  mention. 

Full  of  years  and  honors,  Dr.  Filbert  died  at  his 
Philadelphia  home,  October  19,  1903,  aged  seventy- 
eight.  His  loss  was  widely  and  sincerely  mourned  as 
that  of  a  man  who  had  given  of  his  talents  to  the 
amelioration  of  human  suffering  and  in  constructive 
contribution  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
State. 


200 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Richard  Yates  Filbert,  only  son  of  Dr.  Ludwig 
Spang  and  Annie  C.  (Nagle)  Filbert,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  August  31,  1862,  and  passed  through 
public  and  private  schools  in  that  city,  finishing  his 
education  with  a  course  at  Bryant  and  Stratton’s 
Business  College.  He  was  about  nineteen  when  re¬ 
ceived  into  association  with  his  father  as  a  member  of 
the  Vulcanite  Paving  Company,  the  elder  Filbert  being 
president  and  the  son  treasurer  of  the  corporation. 
The  Vulcanite  company  later  became  the  Barber 
Asphalt  Company,  and  subsequently  there  was  organ¬ 
ized  the  Filbert  Paving  and  Construction  Company, 
which  eventually  was  taken  over  by  the  Union  Paving 
Company. 

Remaining  with  his  father  until  1903,  the  year  of  the 
latter’s  death,  Mr.  Filbert  gave  his  attention  to  some 
of  the  other  enterprises  with  which  he  was  associated. 
These  included  the  Fox  Chase  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
president,  and  the  Middle  City  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
vice-president.  Of  both  these  institutions  his  father 
had  been  one  of  the  founders.  He  was  also  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Bergner  and  Engle  Brewing  Company,  the 
Consolidated  Fire  Alarm  Company  of  New  York,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Cold  Storage  and  Market  Com¬ 
pany,  and  treasurer  and  director  of  the  Ryers  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Association. 

To  the  Republican  party  he  ever  gave  his  loyal 
allegiance  and  liberal  support.  Among  his  fraternal 
affiliations  were  University  Lodge,  No.  610,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  the  major  branches  of  the 
order  up  to  and  including  Lu  Lu  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  the 
Philadelphia  Consistory  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  also 
belonged  to  Philadelphia  Lodge,  No.  2,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  was  identified  as  a 
member  with  the  Welfare  Federation  and  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Museum  and  School  of  Industrial  Art.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Filbert  was  genial  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  by  nature,  and  possessed  many  qualities  of 
mind  and  manner  that  endeared  him  to  a  large  fol¬ 
lowing  of  friends.  Especially  was  he  concerned  with 
aiding  young  men  to  make  a  good  beginning  of  their 
careers.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  and  generously 
disposed  toward  charitable  and  philanthropic  enter¬ 
prises  and  to  many  works  of  a  civic  character  he  mani¬ 
fested  a  similar  attitude. 

Richard  Yates  Filbert  married,  January  28,  1886,  at 
Englewood,  New  Jersey,  Margaret  De  Ronde,  who 
was  born  in  that  city,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Lavinia  (Doremus)  De  Ronde,  the  former  a  large 
dealer  in  anthracite  in  Englewood.  Mrs.  Filbert  died 
on  October  26,  1932.  She  was  prominent  in  civic  and 
club  work.  One  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Quaker  City  Ladies  Motor  Club,  established  more 
than  twenty-five  years  ago,  she  was  active  in  its  af¬ 
fairs  since,  its  members  being  given  to  the  performance 
of  charitable  works  in  Philadelphia.  For  six  years 
Mrs.  Filbert  served  as  president  of  this  club,  and 
after  having  relinquished  the  office  she  was  elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1930,  being  still  in  office  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  her  fellow-members  having  firmly 
held  the  opinion  that  she  was  the  one  of  their  number 
who  was  the  best  qualified  to  fill  this  post.  She  was 
also  identified  actively  with  the  Children’s  Seashore 
Home,  the  Needlework  Guild,  and  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Filbert’s 
charities  were  many,  and  she  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  much  joy  and  happiness  to  sick  and  crippled 
children  of  Philadelphia. 


Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Yates  Filbert:  1.  Ludwig  S.,  married  L.  Florence 
Thelenberg,  of  Philadelphia.  2.  De  Ronde,  married 
(first)  Floyd  Bringhurst  Keser,  by  which  marriage 
there  is  a  child,  Floyd  B.  Keser,  Jr.,  born  March  7, 
1918.  Mrs.  Keser  married  (second)  H.  Clifton  Neff, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Richard  Clifton 
Neff,  born  in  April,  1931.  3.  Margaret,  who  died  in 

infancy. 

On  December  31,  1922,  Mr.  Filbert  passed  away  at 
his  home  in  Fox  Chase,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
There  was  thus  lost  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  an 
outstanding  citizen  whose  name  stood  high  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  world  of  industry  and  finance.  To  family, 
friends  and  associates  he  left  a  memory  fragrant  with 
the  many  kindly  deeds  that  marked  his  life’s  journey. 


HON.  JONATHAN  WILLIS  MARTIN— Among 
the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  County  bar  who 
became  noted  as  jurists  was  the  late  Hon.  J.  (Jona¬ 
than)  Willis  Martin,  president  judge  of  Common 
Pleas  Court,  No.  5.  To  his  eminence  in  legal  and 
judicial  circles  there  was  added  important  affilia¬ 
tions  with  numerous  civic  movements  and  national 
and  local  societies.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War. 

Jonathan  W.  (J.  Willis)  Martin  was  born  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  May  29,  1856,  a  son  of  J.  Willis  and  Malvina 
(Regester)  Martin,  the  family  on  either  side  having 
desirable  antecedents.  In  1876  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  the  Eli  K.  Price  and  J.  Sergeant  Price,  as 
a  student  of  law  and,  attending  at  the  same  time  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  graduated  there  in  1879  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Philadelphia  bar  on  June  14th  of  that  year.  After 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  Judge  Martin  became  a 
partner  of  his  preceptor,  J.  Sergeant  Price,  and  he 
was  subsequently,  in  1881,  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Martin  entered  practice  in  his  native  city  and 
won  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  of  his  legal  brethren. 
He  was  profoundly  learned  in  the  law  and  was  emi¬ 
nently  successful  both  as  a  counselor  in  office  prac¬ 
tice  and  as  a  trial  lawyer  in  the  courts.  He  seemed 
equally  formidable,  whether  as  counsel  for  plaintiff 
or  defendant,  as  he  championed,  to  the  extent  of  his 
remarkable  powers,  his  clients’  cause.  To  his  credit 
as  practitioner  there  was  listed  a  long  array  of  ver¬ 
dicts  attesting  his  ability  and  a  capacity  to  win  to  his 
side  of  the  argument  juries  and  the  bench,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  instance  when  the  hearings  were  jury- waived.  He 
continued  in  practice  until  well  into  1901. 

He  was  first  elected  president  judge  of  Common 
Pleas  Court,  No.  5,  in  November,  1901.  So  fine  an 
impression  did  his  organization  of  the  new  court  and 
his  administration  of  the  office  make  upon  the  people, 
that  they  twice  favored  him  with  reelections.  He 
enjoyed  excellent  standing  in  the  principal  organized 
bodies  of  the  legal  profession  and  with  the  public 
generally..  His  prominence  brought  him  into  affilia¬ 
tion  with  an  almost  countless  number  of  movements 
having  civic  advance  as  their  objective,  and  with 
societies  that  fulfilled  important  purposes  in  the 
Philadelphia  field  and  on  a  national  scope.  He  helped 
to  organize  the  Juvenile  Court  of  Philadelphia  and 
founded  the  Welfare  Federation  of  Philadelphia. 

Judge  Martin  married,  January  21,  1886,  at  St. 
James’  Church,  Philadelphia,  Elizabeth  Price,  only 
daughter  of  J.  Sergeant  and  Sallie  A.  (Baker)  Price. 
A  memorial  of  Mrs.  Martin  accompanies  that  of  Mr. 
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Martin.  A  pretty  romance  attached  to  the  court¬ 
ship  of  the  couple,  the  then  bride-to-be  and  the 
future  brilliant  judge,  who  was  at  the  time  a  student- 
at-law  in  her  father’s  office.  Their  friendship  culmi¬ 
nated  in  a  wedding,  which  was  one  of  the  leading 
nuptial  events  of  the  Philadelphia  season.  Shortly 
after  the  marriage,  the  then  plain  Mr.  Martin,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  First  City  Troop, 
the  city’s  historic  cavalry  unit,  was  sent  to  Porto 
Rico  and  there  contracted  malarial  fever,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  never  made  a  complete  recovery. 
Four  children  were  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs.  Martin: 
i.  Sergeant  Price  Martin,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  New 
York.  2.  Marion  Willis,  who  married  Edward  Flo- 
rens  Rivinus,  of  Philadelphia.  3.  J.  Willis  Martin, 
Jr.  4.  E.  Gwen  Martin,  a  director  of  Girl  Scouts. 
Judge  Martin  had  social  and  patriotic  affiliations  in 
which  he  took  great  pleasure.  Among  these  were  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
the  Philadelphia  Club,  Rittenhouse  Club,  University 
Barge  Club,  Corinthian  Yacht  Club,  Lawyers  Club, 
Penn  Athletic  Club,  State  in  Schuylkill  and  Rabbit. 

Aged  more  than  four  years  beyond  the  allotted 
span  of  threescore  and  ten,  President  Judge  Martin 
passed  away  at  his  home,  “Edgecombe,”  Chestnut 
Hill,  Philadelphia,  December  30,  1930.  The  record 
achieved  by  this  learned  jurist  and  fine  gentleman  of 
the  old  school  is  one  upon  the  essential  elements  of 
which  those  his  junior  in  age  and  experience  might 
well  build  their  own  careers. 


MRS.  J.  WILLIS  MARTIN  (Elizabeth  Price 
Martin) — A  leader  in  Philadelphia’s  civic,  social  and 
political  life  for  nearly  half  a  century,  Mrs.  J.  Willis 
Martin  achieved  a  career  by  which  her  name  was 
known  the  country  over  for  the  strong  and  vigorous 
influence  she  exerted  in  numerous  worth-while  en¬ 
deavors,  most  of  them  on  a  very  large  scale.  Rarely 
has  there  arisen  in  these  years  that  have  witnessed  the 
remarkable  advance  of  her  sex  a  woman  so  richly 
gifted  for  the  exercise  of  those  powers  in  affairs 
which  once  were  preempted  by  man. 

Mrs.  Martin  was  made  the  recipient  of  numerous 
honors  and  distinctions.  She  was  the  founder  and  the 
first  president  of  the  Garden  Club  of  America,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Emergency  Aid  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  first  woman  commissioner  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  welfare  of  Pennsylvania,  served  as  foreman 
of  the  grand  jury  which  investigated  conditions  in 
Philadelphia  County  jails,  the  first  woman  delegate- 
at-large  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  serving  in  the 
Republican  National  Convention  of  1924,  and  the 
first  woman,  as  chairman  of  a  major  committee,  to 
speak  from  the  platform  at  a  Republican  national 
convention  and  present  the  report  of  such  a  commit¬ 
tee.  She  sponsored  or  was  in  the  van  of  many  other 
organizations  and  movements  for  the  public  weal, 
including  Christmas  clubs  for  children. 

The  family  of  Price,  from  which  Mrs.  Martin 
came,  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  bet¬ 
terment  of  conditions,  civically  and  physically,  in  the 
Pennsylvania  metropolis.  They  have  always  been 
interested  in  the  development  of  the  parks,  in  the 
beautification  and  adornment  of  the  city,  and  in  the 
promotion  of  many  works  of  welfare. 

Mrs.  Martin’s  grandfather,  Eli  Kirk  Price,  was 
the  father  of  the  Consolidation  Act  of  1854,  by  which 
various  municipalities  were  brought  under  one  cen¬ 
tral  governmental  control.  He  it  was  who  originated 
the  movement  which  led  to  the  development  of  Fair- 
mount  Park  in  Philadelphia. 


J.  Sergeant  Price,  son  of  Eli  Kirk  Price,  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  Philadelphia  bar,  to  which 
other  members  of  the  family  have  been  given.  He 
married  Sallie  A.  Baker,  an  estimable  woman  of  an 
old  family.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Elizabeth,  of  this  memorial,  see  further. 
2.  Eli  Kirk  Price,  2d,  the  present  head  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  and  vice-president  of  the  Fairmount  Park  Com¬ 
mission.  3.  J.  Sergeant  Price,  Jr. 

Elizabeth  Price,  only  daughter  of  J.  Sergeant  and 
Sallie  A.  (Baker)  Price,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
October  14,  1864,  and  received  her  education  at  Miss 
Irwin’s  School.  She  was  fond  of  outdoor  sports, 
but  despised  anything  that  pertained  to  domesticity. 
As  a  girl  she  played  cricket,  being  a  member  of  the 
Chestnut  Hill  team,  and  rode  a  bicycle;  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Women’s  Tournament,  of  which  latter  she  was 
the  founder.  Civic  affairs  began  to  claim  her  attention 
and  active  interest  long  before  her  marriage.  Her 
keen  mind  quickly  perceived  that  women  ought  to 
enter  politics  and  play  the  practical  end  of  it. 
She  was  once  heard  to  say:  “Welfare  work  and 
politics  are  combined,  bottom  and  top,  and  nothing 
is  done  in  welfare  without  politics.”  Her  practical 
turn  of  mind  was  further  evinced  when  she  replied 
to  a  question  as  to  whether  she  favored  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  woman’s  party:  “The  women  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  have  too  much  intelligence  to  be  misled  by 
any  such  idea.”  From  her  grandfather  Price  she 
inherited  a  love  of  nature  which  had  one  of  its  earliest 
expressions  in  fondness  for  the  family’s  garden  in  her 
girlhood.  This  developed  into  a  passion,  and  in  her 
later  busy  years  she  found  time  from  her  multiple 
activities  to  devote  to  her  hobbies,  gardening  and 
photography.  Often  during  summers  she  would  don 
a  pair  of  gloves  and  go  to  the  greenhouses,  where 
she  conducted  many  horticultural  experiments.  It 
was  this  hobby  that  stimulated  her  interest  as  a 
member  of  the  original  committee  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  Rittenhouse  Square,  Philadelphia.  She  was 
one  of  those  in  charge  of  the  first  annual  Flower 
Mart  to  be  held  there.  The  beautification  and  replan¬ 
ning  of  that  square,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  laid 
out  and  adorned  today,  emanated  largely  from  the 
Martin  and  Price  households  nearby.  Later  in  life  she 
became  the  founder  of  the  Garden  Club  of  America, 
of  which  she  was  the  honored  first  president.  On  the 
several  trips  she  made  abroad  she  always  visited  the 
beautiful  gardens  of  England  with  the  greatest  inter¬ 
est.  With  the  same  enthusiasm  she  had  conducted 
her  study  of  photography,  developing  skill  in  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  numerous  pictures.  For  this  she  collected 
photographic  equipment,  including  a  number  of  mo¬ 
tion-picture  and  color-picture  cameras.  She  was  also 
a  discriminating  collector  of  antiques  and  was  often 
chairman  of  antique  expositions,  when  they  were  held 
in  Philadelphia.  Her  box  at  the  opera  was  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  of  socially  prominent  visitors  from  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

Mrs.  Martin’s  career  in  public  affairs  had  its 
actual  inception  in  1915,  in  which  year  she  aban¬ 
doned  her  social  activities  almost  completely.  Until 
that  time  most  of  her  work  among  women’s  organ¬ 
izations,  in  garden  clubs  and  societies  interested  in 
horticulture  and  arboriculture  was  unknown.  But 
she  had  long  been  interested  in  suffrage  for  women 
and,  when  the  first  political  clubs  were  organized, 
following  the  acquisition  of  the  ballot  by  women, 
she  became  a  charter  member.  She  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Woman’s  Committee  of  Pennsylvania,  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Republican 
Women  of  Pennsylvania,  and  later  president  and 
director  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  of  Re¬ 
publican  Women,  which  is  now  an  influential  political 
group  in  this  State.  She  was  also  chairman  of  the 
women’s  board  of  the  Penn  Athletic  Club. 

With  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War,  new  and  more  important  interests  engaged  Mrs. 
Martin’s  thought  and  energy.  She  helped  organize 
the  Emergency  Aid  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  elected 
its  first  vice-president.  She  was  acting  president  of 
the  Emergency  Aid  for  a  time  and  was  kept  busy 
day  and  night,  organizing  and  directing  relief  com¬ 
mittees,  ambulance  and  messenger  services,  and  per¬ 
forming  many  other  duties  of  value  to  the  Federal 
Government.  She  spent  day  after  day  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  headquarters  of  the  Emergency  Aid,  acting 
as  counsellor  and  keeping  in  touch  with  Federal, 
State  and  city  officials  to  see  how  the  services  could 
be  expanded  or  made  more  efficient.  As  the  result 
of  her  direction  of  that  committee,  she  was  named 
by  Governor  Brumbaugh  as  the  head  of  the  women’s 
committee  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Council  of  Na¬ 
tional  Defense.  She  served  also  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Emergency  Aid  Realty 
Corporation  and  as  chairman  of  the  Emergency 
Aid’s  committee  on  infantile  paralysis.  She  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Warburton  House,  Twentieth  and 
Sansom  streets,  Philadelphia,  the  first  club  home  for 
women  managed  entirely  by  women. 

There  was  scarcely  a  committee  or  movement 
formed  for  the  progress  of  Philadelphia,  of  which 
Mrs.  Martin  was  not  invited  to  become  a  member 
because  of  her  personality  and  progressive  ideas.  She 
had  often  been  called  the  “best-liked  woman  in 
Philadelphia.”  Very  early  in  the  World  War  period, 
when  Belgium,  in  1914,  began  to  make  her  pleas, 
Mrs.  Martin  was  among  the  first  to  respond.  She 
organized  the  women  in  Philadelphia  to  cooperate  in 
the  relief  program.  During  the  business  depression, 
1931-32,  she  likewise  worked  zealously  as  a  member 
of  the  committee  for  unemployment  relief.  In  the 
November  preceding  her  death  she  served  on  the 
united  campaign  committee  to  raise  $9,000,000  for 
relief  in  Philadelphia.  She  also  had  charge  of  the 
Emergency  Aid’s  committee  to  collect  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing  for  the  needy.  She  was  a  co-chairman  of  the 
service  committee  for  business  and  professional 
women,  recently  formed  to  find  positions  for  women 
out  of  work. 

Three  different  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  chose 
her  as  the  woman  most  capable  of  rendering  out¬ 
standing  service  in  important  welfare  enterprises  of 
the  State.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  she  was  made  chair¬ 
man  of  the  woman’s  committee  of  the  Welfare  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Philadelphia  and  served  in  this  capacity  for 
several  years.  More  than  once  offers  of  appointment 
to  public  office  came,  but  were  declined.  Desiring  to 
give  recognition  of  her  work  for  the  State,  Gov¬ 
ernor  William  Cameron  Sproul  finally  obtained  her 
consent  to  fill  a  place  on  the  Pennsylvania  State  Wel¬ 
fare  Commission,  on  which  she  served  for  four  years. 
During  her  term  as  commissioner  she  was  active  in 
the  work  of  prison  welfare  and  often  acted  “unoffi¬ 
cially”  in  investigating  the  penal  institutions.  To 
show  laxity  of  the  management,  she  once  bought 
“dope”  from  an  inmate  of  one  of  the  prisons.  There 
was  started  a  house-cleaning  and  reform  movement, 
the  results  of  which  are  in  evidence  today.  Gover¬ 
nor  Fisher,  in  1927,  wanted  her  as  a  member  of  the 
Crimes  Commission  created  by  the  Pennsylvania 


Legislature  to  study  and  recommend  revisions  of  the 
criminal  law,  but,  though  penology  was  one  of  her 
chief  interests,  she  declined  the  honor.  Two  years 
before  this  she  had  refused  an  appointment  to  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  by 
Governor  Pinchot.  It  was  in  1923  that  she  served  as 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  investigation  of  that 
penitentiary,  following  which  drastic  changes  were 
effected.  Although  generally  aligned  with  the  Repub¬ 
licans  in  politics,  she  forcibly  showed  her  independ¬ 
ence  when  she  withdrew  her  support  from  Governor 
Gifford  Pinchot,  whom  she  had  heartily  indorsed  for 
his  first  administration,  and  worked  for  his  Demo¬ 
cratic  opponent,  John  M.  Hemphill,  in  the  1931 
Pinchot  campaign. 

In  1920,  Mrs.  Martin  attended  the  Republican  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  at  Chicago,  merely  as  an  onlooker. 
In  1924,  in  the  face  of  determined  opposition  on  the 
part  of  powerful  interests,  she  won  a  striking  victory 
by  election  as  delegate-at-large  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  had 
also  served  as  acting  associate  National  Committee- 
woman.  That  same  year  she  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  ways  and  means  committee  for  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  At  Cleveland  she  was  accorded  the  honor 
of  being  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  per¬ 
manent  organization,  an  honor  never  conferred  on 
any  woman  before.  She  made  a  decidedly  pleasing 
impression  upon  her  fellow-delegates  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  by  the  ease  and  poise  with  which  she  discharged 
her  duties.  In  1929  she  was  an  enthusiast  for  the 
election  of  Herbert  Hoover  to  the  Presidency,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  Republican 
Women’s  Committee  for  Hoover.  The  year  before 
she  had  been  named  chairman  of  the  Hoover  Clubs 
of  the  State.  During  the  Hoover  campaign,  she 
entertained  Mrs.  Hoover  at  her  home,  “Edgecombe,” 
at  Chestnut  Hill.  In  recognition  of  her  ability  in 
matters  of  social  theory  and  practice,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Bar  Association  invited  her  to  speak  on  “Wel¬ 
fare  Legislation”  at  its  convention  held  in  1921,  she 
being  the  first  woman  to  be  thus  honored.  She  was 
unalterably  opposed  to  pauperism  and  strongly 
favored  efforts  to  renew  confidence  in  those  whom 
she  sought  to  help.  Her  work  as  State  welfare  com¬ 
missioner  won  her  further  acclaim.  She  also  served 
as  vice-president  of  the  women’s  advisory  council  of 
the  Philadelphia  Department  of  Health.  Ever  a  pio¬ 
neer  in  various  civic  movements  of  the  country,  she 
was  chosen  a  director  of  the  woman’s  department  of 
the  National  Civic  Federation,  an  organization  fos¬ 
tering  public  improvements. 

It  has  been  declared  by  many  that  Mrs.  Martin’s 
most  important  piece  of  work — particularly  for  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  a  whole — was  her  successful  captaincy  of 
the  woman’s  board  of  the  Sesqui-Centennial.  It  was 
in  connection  with  this  that  she  received  the  Sesqui 
Award  and  the  Kiwanis  Club  Medal  of  19 27  for  her 
work  in  creating  High  Street  as  one  of  the  leading 
features  of  the  exposition.  By  her  dynamic  meth¬ 
ods  she  had  rallied  the  leading  women  of  the  city  to 
the  cause  of  the  Sesqui-Centennial  at  a  time  when 
strong  opposition  was  rife.  Continuing  as  chairman 
of  the  woman’s  board,  she  was  actively  identified 
with  the  restoration,  in  1931,  of  Strawberry  Mansion 
to  its  eighteenth  century  beauty.  This  historic  resi¬ 
dence,  besides  housing  a  woman’s  Hall  of  Fame,  is 
now  a  haven  of  hospitality  for  distinguished  guests 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  field  of  religion, 
too,  she  was  a  leader,  and  served  as  chairman  of  the 
woman’s  diocesan  committee  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
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copal  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  name  appeared 
on  the  lists  of  virtually  every  civic  organization  in 
the  country.  Many  clubs  enrolled  her  as  an  active 
member.  Among  organizations  with  w’hich  she  had 
affiliation  were  the  Women’s  City  Club  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  the  Civic  Club,  the  Horticultural  Society,  the 
Acorn  Club,  the  Chestnut  Hill  Auxiliary  of  the 
Seamen’s  Institute,  the  Chestnut  Hill  Community 
Center,  the  advisory  council  of  the  Pennsylvania 
division  of  the  Women’s  Organization  for  National 
Prohibition  Reform,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 
of  America,  and  the  Girl  Scout  Council  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  of  which  last-named  group  she  was  chairman. 
Her  immediate  church  affiliation  was  with  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church  of  Chestnut  Hill,  where  she  was 
an  interested  worker  and  a  generous  contributor  to 
its  worship  and  benevolences. 

It  was  wrhen  in  her  early  ’twenties  that  the  romance 
of  her  life  centered  about  a  young  law  student  in 
her  father’s  office,  J.  (Jonathan)  Willis  Martin.  In 
1886  they  were  married  at  a  brilliant  wedding  function. 
Not  long  after  the  bridal,  Mr.  Martin,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  First  City  Troop,  Philadelphia’s  crack 
historic  cavalry  organization,  was  sent  to  Porto 
Rico,  where  he  contracted  malarial  fever,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  never  fully  recovered.  Upon  his 
return  home  from  service  in  the  Spanish-American 
War,  he  was  made  the  subject  of  her  tender  solicita¬ 
tion,  care  and  inspiration.  With  the  assistance  of  her 
indomitable  will  and  his  own,  he  became  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Philadelphia  County  bar  and 
eventually  was  elevated  to  president  judge  of  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  No.  5,  in  which  office  he  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  as  a  jurist.  In  addition  to  his 
eminence  in  legal  and  judicial  circles,  he  was  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  numerous  civic  movements  and 
local  and  national  societies.  He  died  December  30, 
1930.  Four  children  were  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Martin:  1.  Sergeant  Price  Martin,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York.  2.  Marion  Willis,  who  married  Edward 
Florens  Rivinus,  of  Philadelphia.  3.  Jonathan  Willis, 
Jr.  4.  E.  Gwen  Martin,  a  director  of  Girl  Scouts. 

On  April  5,  1932,  Mrs.  J.  Willis  Martin  died  at 
her  home,  “Edgecombe,”  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  There  was  wide¬ 
spread  and  poignant  regret  at  her  passing,  for  she 
had  blazed  a  trail  of  achievement  such  as  few  women 
have  equalled.  An  appreciation,  appearing  in  a  Phila¬ 
delphia  newspaper,  sums  up  the  public  esteem  in 
which  this  remarkable  woman  was  affectionately  held. 

Neither  Mrs.  Martin’s  value  as  a  citizen  nor  her  nu¬ 
merous  activities  may  be  summed  up  in  a  single  word. 

Her  indefatigable  energy,  her  courage,  her  executive 
ability,  and  her  unchallenged  and  militant  integrity 
were  poured  into  club  life,  politics,  civic  endeavor,  wel¬ 
fare  and  philanthropic  work  until  the  demands  made 
upon  her  by  her  public  life  filled  every  waking  hour. 

Mrs.  Martin’s  prominence  was  not  concluded  by 
State  boundary  lines.  She  was  known  nationally. 


JOHN  L.  McKINNEY  — In  a  long  life,  spanning 
ninety  full  years,  John  L.  McKinney  has  achieved  a 
career  of  both  success  and  honor.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  the  Pennsylvania  oil  industry,  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  expansion  of  that  industry  and  winning  a 
just  reward  for  his  courage  and  enterprise.  He  has 
helped  to  establish  many  important  manufacturing 
ventures,  and  with  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  C.  McKinney, 
has  contributed  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Titusville,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  where  he  has  long  maintained  his  home. 
Mr.  McKinney’s  interests  today  are  nation-wide,  and 
he  addresses  himself  to  them  with  the  same  energy 


and  enthusiasm  which  he  displayed  as  a  young  man 
more  than  seventy  years  ago. 

Born  on  June  21,  1842,  in  the  Brokenstraw  Valley, 
between  Youngsville  and  Pittsfield,  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  McKinney  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Lydia  Drewry  (Turner)  McKinney.  Through  his 
father  he  comes  of  Scottish  stock,  while  on  the  ma¬ 
ternal  side  he  is  of  English  ancestry.  John  McKinney, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pio¬ 
neers  in  the  Warren  County  section,  settling  there 
soon  after  he  arrived  in  this  country  in  1776  from 
Belfast,  Ireland.  He  was  accompanied  to  America 
by  two  brothers,  one  of  w’hom  settled  in  Virginia  and 
the  other  in  Ohio.  John  McKinney  assisted  in  the 
early  State  surveys  of  lands  in  northwestern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  under  General  John  W.  Irvine,  and  after  his 
marriage  to  Rebecca  Arthur,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Boone’s  sister,  he  settled  with  his  wife  in  what  was 
then  little  more  than  a  wilderness.  Here  he  owned  a 
thousand-acre  tract  of  valuable  timber  land.  James 
McKinney,  his  son,  inherited  from  him  a  tract  of  land 
and  a  sawmill  on  the  Brokenstraw  Creek,  an  impor¬ 
tant  tributary  emptying  into  the  Allegheny  River  at 
Irvine.  He  became  an  active  and  prosperous  lumber¬ 
man  of  Warren  County. 

John  L.  McKinney,  the  second  son,  acquired  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  at  Franklin  Academy,  and  worked  with 
his  father  in  his  lumber  and  general  business  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age.  The  first  oil  well  ever 
drilled  in  this  country,  the  Drake  Well,  located  a  mile 
south  of  Titusville,  on  the  banks  of  Oil  Creek,  was 
completed  in  September,  1895,  and  produced  crude- 
petroleum  oil,  causing  considerable  excitement,  and 
many  people  came  into  the  section  from  the  eastern 
cities  and  elsewhere  to  engage  or  prospect  in  the  new 
industry,  production  of  oil.  A  young  man  with  busi¬ 
ness  aspirations,  who  had  many  visions  of  the  wealth 
to  be  amassed  in  what  was  then  called  the  oil  country, 
John  L.  McKinney  was  very  eager  to  try  his  hand  in 
the  new  business.  His  father,  however,  was  somewhat 
opposed  to  having  his  son  embark  on  a  new  and  ven¬ 
turesome  business,  which  he  said  had  no  real  commer¬ 
cial  standing;  but  his  mother,  who  had  much  influence 
with  his  father,  said,  “James,  you  had  better  let  John 
go  into  the  oil  country;  give  him  whatever  capital 
you  can  and  let  him  try  his  hand  aside  from  your 
business.”  So,  Mr.  McKinney  finally  consented  and 
gave  John  a  few  hundred  dollars,  which  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  great  deal  of  money  at  that  time,  and,  in 
the  early  summer  of  1861,  he  started  on  his  journey 
to  the  oil  country,  traveling  partly  by  stagecoach  and 
partly  by  foot  to  what  was  called  Plummer  at  the  head 
of  Cherry  Run,  a  tributary  of  Oil  Creek,  which  after¬ 
wards  became  a  prolific  producing  section,  thence 
down  Cherry  Run  a  distance  of  three  miles  to  Oil 
Creek,  and  on  down  south  along  Oil  Creek  to  its 
mouth,  the  beginning  of  a  town,  which  later  became 
one  of  the  prominent  places  in  the  oil  country.  He 
went  from  Oil  City,  by  stagecoach,  a  distance  of  eight 
miles,  to  Franklin,  where  many  new  comers  were 
attracted  by  the  industry ;  some  with  considerable 
capital,  and,  others,  like  John  L.  McKinney,  with  a 
limited  amount.  Upon  arriving  at  Franklin,  Mr. 
McKinney  made  the  acquaintaince  of  a  Mr.  Farley,  a 
Baptist  minister,  who  had  a  lease  on  Big  Sandy 
Creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Allegheny  River,  below 
Franklin,  where  Mr.  Farley  had  started  a  well,  in 
which  Mr.  McKinney  had  purchased  an  eighth  inter¬ 
est  for  a  good  share  of  his  capital.  This  well  proved 
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to  be  a  very  small  one,  and,  as  Mr.  McKinney  did  not 
so  far  meet  with  his  visions  of  the  wealth  to  be  had 
in  the  oil  business,  he  sold  his  interest,  getting  back 
about  half  the  money,  which  he  had  invested  in  that 
lease  and  well.  He  then  decided  to  return  home  and 
have  a  further  consultation  with  his  father  on  his 
loss  and  the  new  venture.  On  his  way  from  Franklin 
by  stagecoach  to  Union  City  to  reach  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Railroad,  going  from  there  to  his  home  in 
Warren  County,  he  met  a  young  man,  a  Mr.  Wheeler, 
who  was  very  enthusiastic  about  a  lease  he  and  his 
brother-in-law,  a  Mr.  Knight,  had  acquired  on  the 
John  McClintock  Farm  on  Oil  Creek,  a  half  mile 
north  of  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Run.  They  had  al¬ 
ready  erected  a  pole  derrick,  where  they  were  to  start 
drilling  with  a  springpole  “dubbed  the  Hemlock 
Engine,”  as  nearly  all  the  wells  then  were  started  on 
the  banks  of  Oil  Creek.  Mr.  McKinney  was  some¬ 
what  impressed  by  Mr.  Wheeler’s  lease  and  location; 
in  fact,  he  had  in  mind  making  his  next  venture  on 
Oil  Creek,  the  stream  where  the  Drake  well  had  been 
sunk.  After  the  Drake  a  few  other  wells  had  been 
brought  in  on  various  places  up  and  down  the  Creek 
between  Oil  City  and  Titusville,  but  at  that  date 
there  were  not  many.  He  finally  purchased  from  Mr. 
Wheeler  a  quarter  interest  in  the  lease,  with  the  un¬ 
derstanding  that  he  was  to  work  with  Mr.  Wheeler 
on  the  sinking  of  this  well ;  in  other  words,  to  run 
tour,  as  they  called  it,  kicking  in  the  straps  on  the 
springpole  with  a  set  of  pole  tools.  So,  a  little 
memorandum  agreement  was  drawn  with  Mr.  Wheeler 
and  a  small  cash  payment  made  for  the  purchase. 
Mr.  McKinney  then  proceeded  on  his  way  home,  and, 
on  arriving,  he  told  his  father  of  his  experiences  and 
purchase  in  a  lease  on  Oil  Creek,  the  place  to  get  oil, 
where  operations  were  being  stimulated  by  the  new 
comers,  and  his  father  said,  “Well,  John,  that  you 
have  reserved  a  place  to  work  on  this  well  is  approved 
by  me.”  The  result  was  that  his  father  gave  him  a 
little  more  backing,  as  much  as  he  could  well  spare 
at  the  time,  the  lumbermen  in  that  country  being  the 
only  men  who  had  any  money,  and  John  E.  Mc¬ 
Kinney  returned  to  Oil  Creek  to  take  his  place  op¬ 
posite  Mr.  Wheeler,  running  his  trick  or  tour  on  the 
well,  and  boarding  with  Mr.  Wheeler  in  a  small  shanty 
built  on  the  hillside  back  of  the  well.  They  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  drilling  to  a  depth  of  something  over  two 
hundred  feet  with  a  springpole  power,  and  later 
bought  a  horsepower,  introduced  as  a  drilling  power 
for  wells  which  was  used  to  sink  the  well  on  down  to 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and,  when  that 
power  was  abandoned.,  a  small  ten-horse  engine,  with 
stationary  engine  on  the  boiler,  built  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  about  the  first  steampower  to  be  used  in 
the  business.  This  well  was  drilled  with  a  steam- 
power  at  a  depth  of  five  hundred  and  twelve  feet, 
where  it  tapped  the  oil-bearing  rock,  and  this  brought 
forth  the  golden  stream,  about  which  Mr.  McKinney 
had  dreamed  so  much,  producing  between  two  hundred 
to  three  hundred  barrels  daily.  In  a  short  time  the 
owners  sold  this  well  to  a  Dr.  Halldeman  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Shreves  and  Tillison,  small  private  bankers 
then  at  Oil  City,  and  a  Dr.  Murray  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
Mr.  McKinney  realized  something  over  $18,000  for 
his  interest,  proving  far  less  than  its  real  worth  dur¬ 
ing  the  lifetime  of  the  well.  In  the  same  year,  1862, 
he  determined  that  his  future  operations  in  the  oil 
business  would  be  with  his  head  instead  of  his  heels 
(kicking  in  straps  on  a  springpole)  and  he  visited  his 
home  under  more  favorable  and  pleasant  circum¬ 


stances,  paying  the  money  his  father  had  advanced 
to  him,  and  returning  to  the  oil  country,  where  he 
looked  around  to  make  investments  in  wells,  some  of 
which  were  being  started  and  others  partly  completed. 
Several  of  the  ventures  proved  successful,  notably 
purchases  in  the  Baker  Well  and  the  Mountain  or 
Phipps  Well,  both  on  Cherry  Run,  in  which  lease  and 
in  the  Mountain  Well  he  had  acquired  a  sixth 
royalty  interest.  It  was  one  of  the  best  wells  drilled 
in  all  that  section,  producing  over  three  hundred 
barrels  daily.  In  the  early  spring  of  1864,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Kinney  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  there  was  con¬ 
siderable  excitement  over  organizing  oil  companies 
and  selling  stock  to  people  who  were  eager  to  get 
into  the  oil  business,  which  had  already  become  fa¬ 
mous.  There  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Major 
James  G.  McQuade,  promoter  of  oil  companies,  and 
to  two  of  his  companies  that  he  was  organizing,  Mr. 
McKinney  sold  his  several  oil  interests.  Production 
from  producing  wells  was  an  important  factor  in 
forming  an  oil  company,  as  it  gave  immediate  income 
with  which  to  pay  dividends,  and  this  was  largely 
elaborated  upon  in  the  prospectus  of  companies  offer¬ 
ing  stock  to  the  public.  Mr.  McKinney  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  sixth  free  or  royalty  interest  in  the  Phipps 
Well  for  $3,700  from  two  gentlemen  from  Kentucky, 
by  the  names  of  Hoag  and  Letell.  Mr.  Phipps,  a 
young,  husky  and  hustling  fellow,  had  become  a  con¬ 
tractor,  drilling  wells  for  other  people,  and  he  drilled 
this  well  on  his  own  hook  on  the  basis  of  half  the 
oil  as  royalty,  which  was  far  more  than  was  being 
paid  at  that  time.  Mr.  McKinney  sold  his  various 
interests  for  quite  large  and  satisfactory  prices,  re¬ 
ceiving  for  his  royalty  interest  in  the  Phipps  Well 
between  $60,000  and  $70,000,  which  he  considered  a 
handsome  profit. 

After  staying  in  Philadelphia  for  about  a  year,  al¬ 
though  he  held  direct  connection  with  the  oil  country 
during  his  absence,  he  returned  to  the  oil  country  in 
1865,  during  which  year  his  next  younger  brother, 
Mr.  J.  C.  McKinney,  came  to  the  oil  country  and  the 
firm  of  McKinney  Brothers  was  organized.  This 
firm  acquired  and  developed  properties  with  much 
success  and  soon  became  one  of  the  leading  individual 
firms  in  the  oil  business,  being  rated  for  many  years 
among  the  very  successful  and  largest  oil  operators 
and  having  properties  in  all  the  developed  fields.  Late 
in  1879,  the  firm  of  John  L.  McKinney  and  Company 
was  organized.  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Satterfield,  and 
John  Pitcairn,  who  had  organized  and  controlled  the 
Union  Oil  Company,  with  Mr.  McKinney’s  brother, 
J.  C.  McKinney,  and  his  old  friend,  Senator  John 
Fertig,  came  into  the  firm  of  John  L.  McKinney  and 
Company.  They  took  over  all  the  properties  of  Mc¬ 
Kinney  Brothers,  and  extended  its  interests  in  all  the 
producing  fields,  notably,  McKean  County,  where  they 
had  acquired  large  and  valuable  holdings,  prosecuting 
its  business  at  all  points  with  much  success. 

In  1889  the  Union  Oil  Company  sold  its  entire  oil 
interests,  including  its  quarter  interest  in  John  L. 
McKinney  and  Company,  to  the  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  which  led  to  negotiations  for  the  remaining 
three-quarters  interest  then  owned  by  Messrs.  John 
L.  McKinney  and  J.  C.  McKinney.  A  sale  was  con¬ 
summated  and  payment  made  in  the  old  Standard 
Trust  Stock  at  a  price  which  proved  to  be  a  most 
profitable  investment  to  the  McKinney  brothers.  The 
latter  went  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  (indi¬ 
rectly  a  consideration  in  the  trade),  not  only  in  the 
management  of  the  properties  they  had  sold,  but  in 
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almost  all  the  other  producing  interests  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  that  time,  and  they  remained  with  the  com¬ 
pany  for  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  John  L.  McKinney 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  old  Standard 
leaders,  including  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Sr.,  and 
he  said  they  were  a  remarkable  coterie  of  business 
men  and  that  John  D.,  always  mild,  suave  and  pleas¬ 
ant,  in  his  active  days,  was  one  of  the  most  shrewd 
and  calculating  business  men  he  had  ever  known. 

As  a  remarkable  coincidence,  all  but  the  oldest 
son  of  James  McKinney  had  finally  entered  the  oil 
business,  and  the  six  sons  made  what  might  be  called 
a  success ;  some  doing  better  than  others. 

Messrs.  John  L.  McKinney  and  J.  C.  McKinney 
became  largely  interested  in  various  enterprises.  Mr. 
John  L-  McKinney,  with  Dr.  W.  B.  Roberts  of  Tor¬ 
pedo  fame,  and  Mr.  John  Fertig,  had  organized  and 
founded  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Titusville,  which 
opened  its  doors  for  business  on  May  2,  1882.  Mr. 
McKinney  was  chosen  its  first  president  and,  for 
thirty-five  consecutive  years,  he  was  president  of 
that  institution,  which  under  his  leadership  and  man¬ 
agement  had  become  one  of  the  largest  and  strongest 
banks  in  that  section  of  the  country.  After  this  long 
service  and  due  to  advancing  years  and  many  other 
interests,  Mr.  McKinney  sold  his  stock  in  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Bank  and  retired  from  its  management.  Mr. 
J.  C.  McKinney  then  organized  and  founded  the 
Titusville  Trust  Company,  erecting  for  its  occupancy 
a  handsome  building  at  the  cost  of  about  $250,000 
and,  upon  opening  its  doors,  without  any  considera¬ 
tion,  presented  the  building  to  its  stockholders  as  a 
free  gift.  Upon  his  death,  about  eight  years  ago, 
his  son,  Louis  C.  McKinney,  succeeded  his  father  in 
the  management  of  the  institution.  He  is  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  financial  institutions  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  State. 

Among  other  investments,  Mr.  John  L.  McKinney 
had  purchased  the  Joy  Radiator  Plant  at  Titusville,  a 
prosperous  and  thriving  industry.  When  the  present 
American  Radiator  Company  was  organized,  in  1899, 
by  Mr.  Clarence  M.  Woolley  and  his  Detroit  associ¬ 
ates,  and  Mr.  John  B.  Pierce  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Kinney  was  invited  and  urged  to  come  into  the  new 
organization.  He  joined,  putting  in  the  Titusville 
plant,  was  elected  one  of  its  original  directors,  and 
has  remained  with  the  concern  up  to  the  present  time, 
as  has  Mr.  Woolley,  who  is  chairman  of  the  board 
and  active  in  its  management.  In  recent  years,  the 
American  Radiator  Company  took  over  the  Standard 
Sanitary  Plumbing  and  Fitting  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Theodore  Ahrens  was  president,  making  the 
American  Radiator  and  Standard  Sanitary  Corpora¬ 
tion  the  largest  heating  and  plumbing  company  in 
the  world,  with  plants  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad. 

Mr.  John  L.  McKinney,  in  1867,  was  united  in 
marriage  (first)  to  Miss  Ida  D.  Ford,  who  was  an 
old  schoolmate  in  his  boyhood  days ;  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  children:  1.  Glenn  Ford  Mc¬ 
Kinney,  of  whom  further.  2.  Ida  Ethelyn  McKinney, 
of  whom  further.  Mrs.  McKinney  passed  away  in 
1894,  and  two  and  a  half  years  later  Mr.  McKinney 
was  united  in  marriage  (second)  to  Miss  Alliene 
Ford,  a  niece  of  his  first  wife.  Mr.  McKinney  main¬ 
tains  his  residence  at  Titusville,  where  he  has  lived 
for  the  past  sixty-two  years.  Three  months  of  the 
winter  season  are  spent  at  their  home  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  He  is  within  five  months  of  his  ninetieth  year 


mile-stone,  but  in  vigorous  health  and  goes  to  his 
office  every  day. 

Mr.  Glenn  Ford  McKinney  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  University  in  1891,  with  his  full  share  of 
honors,  and  the  New  York  Law  School  two  years 
later.  Mr.  McKinney  was  married  twice;  to  the 
first  marriage  a  son  was  born,  John  R.  McKinney, 
member  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  brokerage  business.  In  his  second  mar¬ 
riage  he  was  united  to  Miss  Jean  Webster,  niece  of 
Mark  Twain  and  herself  an  author  and  playwright 
of  national  and  international  repute,  and  to  this 
union  was  born  a  daughter,  Jean  Webster  McKinney, 
whose  mother  passed  away  at  her  birth.  She  is  now 
a  promising  girl  of  fifteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Kinney  has  practiced  law  in  New  York  for  several 
years  and  retired  when  his  private  business  required 
his  entire  attention.  He  owns  a  beautiful  country 
home  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  about  seventy- 
five  miles  north  of  New  York  City. 

Miss  Ida  Ethelyn  McKinney,  daughter  of  Mr.  John 
L.  McKinney,  was  graduated  from  Smith  College, 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  class  of  1895,  with  high 
standing,  and  she  resides  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut, 
where  she  has  a  beautiful  home  and  is  trustee  of  the 
well-known  Edgewood  School,  to  which  she  gives 
much  time. 

In  politics,  Mr.  John  L.  McKinney  was  a  Democrat 
of  prominence  in  his  State,  being  elected  and  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  delegate  to  four  national  conventions.  In 
1892  he  was  a  delegate-at-large  from  Pennsylvania ; 
in  1884  he  was  candidate  for  Congress,  overcoming 
about  a  four-thousand  majority  in  his  district,  but 
because  of  a  three-cornered  fight,  was  defeated  by  a 
few  hundred  votes ;  and  in  that  year  he  was  also  dele¬ 
gated  to  the  convention  which  nominated  Grover 
Cleveland  for  President.  His  law  firm  had  done 
some  business  for  Mr.  McKinney,  who  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  Mr.  Cleveland  in  the  convention,  and, 
later,  they  became  very  good  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKinney  attended  the  Inaugural  Ball  following  Mr. 
Cleveland’s  election  (1892).  The  next  morning  Mr. 
McKinney  called  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  President, 
and  Mr.  Cleveland  made  this  jocular  remark,  “Mac, 
I  think  you  are  my  mascot.  In  the  ’84  Convention 
you  supported  me  warmly,  and  I  was  elected ;  you 
stayed  out  of  the  ’88  Convention,  and  I  was  defeated; 
and  in  ’92  you  returned  as  a  delegate-at-large  to  the 
Convention,  again  giving  me  your  hearty  support,  and 
here  I  am  elected !” 


HON.  MARY  VASHTI  BURR— In  both  profes¬ 
sional  and  public  life,  the  Hon.  M.  Vashti  Burr  has 
liberally  contributed  to  her  native  State,  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  She  has  already  created 
a  distinguished  reputation  for  herself  as  a  lawyer, 
as  a  worker  in  behalf  of  civic  and  social  projects, 
and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

Miss  Burr,  a  member  of  an  illustrious  family,  was 
born  on  December  2,  1899,  in  Ebensburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  daughter  of  Richard  B.  and  Jane  Ann 
(Craver)  Burr.  Her  father,  an  artist,  was  engaged 
for  many  years  as  an  interior  decorator,  specializing 
in  church  and  bank  interiors,  and  upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  his  craft 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  He  was  born  October 
8,  1865,  in  Fayette  City,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  long 
been  a  public-spirited  citizen  of  Cambria  County, 
where  he  settled  in  1897.  He  is  a  Republican,  and 
served  on  the  Ebensburg  Borough  Council  from 
1924  to  1928.  His  wife,  Miss  Burr’s  mother,  was 
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born  on  April  22,  1871,  and  was  the  first  woman 
court  stenographer  in  Cambria  County,  so  serving 
from  1894  to  1897,  inclusive;  she  was  graduated  from 
Ebensburg  High  School  in  1891,  and  in  1893  from 
Western  Michigan  College,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michi¬ 
gan.  They  have  three  children:  1.  Mary  Vashti,  of 
further  mention.  2.  Lewis  Richard  Burr,  born  April 
24,  1901,  who  was  graduated  from  Ebensburg  High 
School  in  1917  and  is  now  assistant  purchasing  agent 
of  the  Brown-Fayro  Company,  at  Johnstown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Burr  is  a  member  of  Sunnehanna 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Williamsport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  married,  on  October  4,  1926, 
Jane  M.  Jones,  of  Wilmore,  Pennsylvania;  they 
have  two  sons:  i.  Lewis  Robert,  born  October  22, 
1927.  ii.  Herbert  Owen,  born  October  8,  1929.  They 
reside  at  No.  200  Summit  Avenue,  Johnstown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  3.  Steve  Alton  Burr,  of  Ebensburg,  born 
August  2,  1902,  was  graduated  from  Ebensburg 
High  School  in  1921.  He  married  Mary  Blodwyn 
Jones,  also  of  Wilmore,  Pennsylvania.  He  and  his 
brother  both  originally  learned  their  father’s  pro¬ 
fession  of  interior  decorating;  and  Steve  A.  Burr 
now  carries  on  the  work  of  Burr  and  Sons,  as  the 
firm  is  known,  and  is  an  expert  sign-writer  and  an 
artist,  specializing  in  church  and  bank  decorating. 

Miss  Burr,  whose  name  heads  this  review,  received 
her  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ebens¬ 
burg,  completing  her  work  in  them  in  1913  and  being 
graduated  from  Ebensburg  High  School  in  1916.  She 
then  attended  the  Indiana  State  Teachers’  College, 
at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  she  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1918.  Taking  up  teaching  as  her  first  work, 
she  taught  the  sciences,  history  and  French  at  Ebens¬ 
burg  High  School  in  the  season  of  1918-19,  and  after¬ 
ward,  in  1919-20,  at  Bedford  High  School,  where 
she  was  assistant  principal.  In  1920  she  received 
her  permanent  State  diploma  in  teaching.  Turning 
to  the  law  as  her  choice  of  a  profession,  she  became 
a  student  at  the  Dickinson  School  of  Law,  where 
she  was  graduated  in  1924  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Laws.  She  had  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  woman  elected  by  the  faculty  to  “Wool¬ 
sack,”  the  honorary  society  of  law  schools.  She  won, 
in  her  first  year  at  school,  a  set  of  “Corpus  Juris- 
Cyclopedia  of  Law  Procedure”  books,  competed  for 
by  all  classes  in  a  research  contest  conducted  by 
the  American  Law  Book  Company.  She  was  also 
the  first  woman  to  be  appointed  advertising  manager 
of  the  “Microcosm  Year  Book”  of  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege  and  Law  School.  Miss  Burr  founded  the  Omi- 
cron  Chapter  of  the  Phi  Delta  Delta  women’s  inter¬ 
national  legal  fraternity,  installed  with  five  charter 
members  at  Carlisle  on  May  8,  1923. 

Since  February  23,  1925,  Miss  Burr  has  been  an 
attorney  and  counsellor  at  law.  She  has  been  admitted 
to  practice  before  the  courts  of  Cambria  and  Dauphin 
counties,  the  Pennsylvania  Superior  and  Supreme 
courts,  the  Federal  district  courts  through  the  west¬ 
ern  district  court  of  Pennsylvania,  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  and  finally,  as  one  of  the 
first  woman  lawyers  from  Pennsylvania  before  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  Chief  Justice  Taft  pre¬ 
siding,  on  April  30,  1928.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Cambria  County  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Bar  Association. 

Maintaining  law  offices  in  Harrisburg,  she  special¬ 
izes  in  tax  settlement  cases  and  acts  as  special 
legislative  counsel  for  municipal  government  units 
and  other  associations  whose  programs  vitally  affect 


revenue-raising  methods  of  State  and  local  govern¬ 
ment.  She  also  has  an  office  in  Johnstown,  where 
she  is  associated  with  Congressman  Howard  W. 
Stull  in  conducting  a  general  practice  of  law. 

In  her  well-known  lecture,  “The  Cost’s  the  Thing,” 
she  has  succeeded  in  making  the  whole  subject  of 
taxes  and  their  function  and  relationship  to  tax¬ 
payers  interesting  and  comprehensible  to  those  who 
are  not  tax  experts.  Miss  Burr  is  at  the  time  of 
writing  (1932)  the  only  woman  member  of  the  Cam¬ 
bria  County  Bar  Association  practicing  in  the  courts 
of  that  county.  This  organization,  at  its  annual 
meeting  on  June  6,  1932,  elected  her  its  delegate  to 
the  American  Bar  Association’s  convention  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  held  in  October,  1932,  in  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia.  The  Cambria  County  group 
of  lawyers,  which  has  more  than  one  hundred  and 
five  men  members,  has  thus  recognized  that  Miss 
Burr’s  position  is  one  of  leadership  and  high  stand¬ 
ing  among  them. 

A  Republican  in  her  political  views,  she  has  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  her  party  and  in 
matters  of  vital  importance  to  her  community  and 
State.  From  September  15,  1926,  to  January  20,  1931, 
she  served  as  assistant  deputy  attorney  general  and 
deputy  attorney  general  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
furtherance  of  her  party  convictions,  she  organized,  in 
1924,  the  Republican  Women’s  Club  of  Ebensburg, 
since  which  she  has  served  as  its  chairman.  The  club 
had  a  charter  membership  of  one  hundred  women.  She 
is  organizer  and  chairman  of  the  Cambria  County 
Council  of  Republican  Women,  is  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  regional  affairs  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Council  of  Republican  Women  and  also  a  member  of 
the  Young  Republican  State  Committee.  Her  public 
work  has  been  extensive,  unusually  so  for  a  woman 
of  her  youth.  She  was  the  first  woman  lawyer  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Justice. 

In  civic  and  social  affairs,  Miss  Burr  has  figured 
prominently.  She  was  president,  in  1923-24,  of  the 
Omicron  Chapter  of  Phi  Delta  Delta,  at  Dickinson. 
In  1929,  and  from  then  until  1931,  inclusive,  she  was 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  chapter;  and  in 
1924,  1930,  and  again  in  1932,  she  was  its  delegate 
to  the  national  biennial  convention  of  the  fraternity. 
She  has  recently  been  appointed  by  Phi  Delta  Delta 
Legal  Fraternity  Public  Relations  Director,  for  a  new 
program  of  activity  for  this  international  organization. 
She  also  belongs  to  the  Phi  Alpha  Chapter  of  Chi 
Omega,  at  George  Washington  University,  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Harrisburg  branch  of  the  Chi  Omega  Alumni  Asso¬ 
ciation.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Rebekah 
Lodge  at  Ebensburg  since  1924.  She  is  also  active  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Business  and  Profes¬ 
sional  Women’s  Clubs;  Quota  Club,  International, 
Inc.;  the  General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs;  the 
American  Association  of  University  Women;  and  the 
Roycroft  Junto  Discussion  Organization,  of  which 
she  is  leader  of  the  John  Harris  Chapter  at  Harris¬ 
burg.  She  organized  the  Ebensburg  High  School 
Alumni  Association  and  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School’s  Cambria  County  Alumni  Association,  serv¬ 
ing  as  first  president  of  both  groups.  At  a  banquet 
in  1925  celebrating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
Indiana  State  Normal  School,  she  represented  on  the 
program  the  then  more  than  6,000  women  graduates  of 
the  institution,  Miss  Burr  being  then  the  only  known 
woman  graduate  to  have  been  admitted  to  practice  be¬ 
fore  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania.  In  her  re¬ 
ligious  faith,  she  is  a  Presbyterian. 
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In  her  many  and  varied  activities  Miss  Burr  has 
proved  herself  a  citizen  of  unusual  abilities,  who 
having  been  given  a  position  of  leadership  and  trust, 
is  meeting  well  all  professional  and  civic  duties. 


JOHN  FORREST  — To  the  active  work  of  life 
John  Forrest  brought  an  equipment  that  was  a  heri¬ 
tage  from  a  sturdy  Scotch  ancestry,  a  tireless  indus¬ 
try,  an  appreciation  of  the  worth-while  ends  of  life, 
and  a  substantial  dependability.  Fortunate  circum¬ 
stances  never  figured  in  his  career.  Those  material 
rewards  that  came  to  him  were  well  and  fairly  earned 
and  the  stream  of  regard  and  respect  that  flowed  to 
him  from  his  associates  had  its  source  in  their  ad¬ 
miration  for  his  many  excellencies  of  character,  for 
a  personality  in  which  human  frailties  figured  so 
little.  The  following  paragraphs  contain,  in  addition 
to  the  review  of  his  work,  the  official  and  private 
words  of  eulogy  of  his  colleagues. 

John  Forrest  was  the  son  of  John  and  Ann 
(Wright)  Forrest,  natives  of  Scotland,  who  made 
their  home  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  1845,  rearing 
a  family  of  six  children  in  which  John  was  the  eld¬ 
est  son.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  February  8,  1851, 
and  obtained  a  practical  business  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  city,  entering  the  law  offices  of 
Edward  C.  Delevan,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
continuing  a  student  there  until  1868.  At  this  time 
he  went  to  Falls  Brook,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
found  employment  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Falls 
Brook  Coal  Company,  there  remaining  until  1875,  in 
which  year  he  became  paymaster  for  the  Buffalo  Coal 
Company,  in  Clermont,  McKean  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  One  year  here  was  followed  by  service  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  with  the  same  company,  as  book¬ 
keeper,  and  in  January,  1877,  he  located  in  Smeth- 
port,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania.  This  was  the 
move  that  determined  the  future  course  of  his  life, 
and  he  entered  the  lawT  and  land  office  of  Byron  D. 
Hamlin,  this  field  of  endeavor  occupying  him  until 
his  death.  In  September,  1879,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law  and  became  a  member  of  the  Mc¬ 
Kean  County  Bar  Association.  From  the  time  of 
his  coming  to  Smethport  his  interests  steadily  widened 
and  he  gained  a  position  in  the  community  that  was 
in  itself  a  tribute  to  his  ability  and  personal  popu¬ 
larity.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Hamlin  Bank  and 
Trust  Company,  vice-president  of  the  Coudersport  & 
Port  Allegheny  Railroad,  and  a  director  of  the 
Smethport  Water  Company.  Mr.  Forrest  was  also 
a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Council  of  Defense  and  Committee  of  Public 
Safety.  The  following  estimate  of  his  personal 
-worth  from  the  pen  of  one  of  his  long-time  friends, 
Sheridan  Gorton,  Esq.,  is  one  to  which  the  wide  circle 
of  his  acquaintances  heartily  subscribe: 

No  community  has  ever  experienced  greater  loss  or 
felt  deeper  grief  at  the  passing  of  its  citizens  than  has 
ours  in  the  death  of  John  Forrest.  We  have  known 
him  intimately  for  over  forty-one  years.  He  has  lived 
with  us  during  all  that  time.  His  uniform  courtesy, 
kindness  and  charity  is  well  remembered  by  all.  Start¬ 
ing  early  in  life  in  business,  his  untiring  industry,  hon¬ 
esty,  executive  ability  and  knowledge  of  men  and  busi¬ 
ness  methods  have  brought  to  him  success.  No  enter¬ 
prise  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  this  borough  has 
ever  been  advanced  but  had  his  strong  and  hearty  sup¬ 
port,  not  only  in  words  but  deeds.  The  calls  for  indi¬ 
vidual  as  well  as  public  welfare  have  brought  forth  his 
earnest  efforts.  Notwithstanding  his  many  and  varied 
business  interests,  he  was  always  ready  and  willing  to 
listen  to  the  call  of  others  for  help,  comfort,  sympathy 
and  advice,  and  was  vigilant  in  his  works  of  help  and 
cheer.  With  a  wonderfully  clear  mentality  he  could 
ever  grasp  the  great  affairs  of  life,  and  with  calmness 


and  consideration  act  upon  them  for  others  as  well  as 
for  himself.  I  know  of  no  man  with  whom  I  better 
enjoyed  consultation  and  companionship,  and  we  shall 
miss  him  as  one  highly  respected  and  best  loved. 

Mr.  Forrest  married,  August  1,  1878,  Mary  Holmes 
Hamlin,  daughter  of  Byron  D.  and  Harriet  (Holmes) 
Hamlin  (see  Hamlin  VIII),  and  their  children  were 
as  follows:  1.  Helen,  died  February  19,  1918:  she 
married  Arthur  W.  Mitchell,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  had  two  children:  John  Forrest,  and  George 
Warren.  2.  Ruth,  married  (first)  E.  T.  Newman: 
(second)  Lincoln  Green.  There  were  three  children 
of  her  first  marriage:  Jerome,  Philip,  and  Marion; 
one  of  her  second,  Mary  Lincoln,  her  home  in 
Smethport,  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  board  of  the  Pennsylvania  Council  of  National 
Defence  and  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  McKean 
County  branch,  August  23,  1918: 

Whereas,  John  Forrest  was  an  untiring,  zealous  and 
truly  loyal  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Council  of 
National  Defense  and  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and 
faithfully  performed  his  patriotic  duties  as  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  McKean  County  branch 
of  said  Council  and  Committee,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  desire  of  the  members  of 
said  Executive  Board  to  render  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  our  deceased  fellow-citizen.  Keen  and  talented  of 
mind,  loyal,  sympathetic  and  true  of  heart,  richly  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  attributes  of  character  of  the  true 
Christian  gentleman,  John  Forrest  always  faithfully 
fulfilled  his  responsibilities  to  beloved  companions,  to 
friends,  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  to 
his  country  which  he  loved  with  the  devotion  of  a 
patriot.  His  memory  will  endure  like  the  breath  of  the 
flowers,  which  he  loved. 

The  official  sentiment  of  the  Hamlin  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  was  expressed  in  a  communication 
by  the  president  worded  as  follows: 

Whereas,  John  Forrest,  a  director  of  this  company, 
was  called  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors  and 
achievements  August  13,  1918,  and 

Whereas,  As  one  of  the  five  incorporators  of  the 
Hamlin  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  one  of  the 
directors  from  the  beginning  of  corporate  business, 
March  17,  1902,  and  the  first  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  die,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  company,  through  its  Board  of 
Directors,  in  profound  sorrow  at  his  death,  give  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  loss  it  has  sustained  in  the  passing 
from  our  midst  of  John  Forrest,  and  of  its  recognition 
of  his  high  Christian  character,  his  recognized  ability, 
and  invaluable  services  to  this  company. 

Resolved,  That  to  his  family,  bereaved  of  his  kindly 
and  manly  presence,  we  extend  our  profoundest 
sympathy  and  join  with  them  in  the  satisfaction  of 
our  memory  of  his  attainments,  benevolences  and 
achievements. 

The  committee  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Coudersport  &  Port  Allegheny  Railroad  Company 
made  official  recognition  of  Mr.  Forrest’s  services  in 
this  manner,  their  report  being  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  board: 

The  late  John  Forrest  was  identified  with  your  com¬ 
pany  from  its  organization,  from  that  date  he  was 
always  interested  in  its  development  and  success. 

His  advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests  of 
the  company  was  sought  and  freely  given  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  good. 

His  death,  especially  at  this  troublesome  time  in  the 
railroad  situation,  is  keenly  felt. 

To  us  he  represented  a  high  ideal  as  a  man  of  ster¬ 
ling  integrity  and  a  true  friend.  In  his  death  the  Cou¬ 
dersport  &  Port  Allegany  Railroad  has  lost  one  of  its 
ablest  directors. 

It  is  fitting  that  we  should,  in  our  official  character, 
express  our  individual  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  his  asso¬ 
ciation,  to  his  family  and  the  community  at  large,  by 
spreading  on  these  records  our  tokens  of  respect  and 
esteem. 
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BYRON  DELANO  HAMLIN— Few  names  are 
found  that  have  greater  or  more  honorable  antiq¬ 
uity  than  that  of  Hamlin,  which  has  been  associated 
with  great  affairs  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
England  during  historical  times,  and  which  has  a 
continental  origin  exceedingly  remote.  There  are 
different  theories  with  regard  to  its  derivation,  the 
authority  Bardsley  giving  it  as  a  derivative  from 
“the  son  of  Hamo”  or  (French)  “Hamon,”  which 
would  place  it  in  the  large  class  of  patronymics 
which  have  come  originally  from  given  names.  The 
ether  theory  is  that  it  took  its  rise  in  the  German 
city  of  Hamlin,  where  some  remote  ancestor  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  dwelt.  However  this  may  be,  it  has 
existed  in  France  from  an  extremely  early  time, 
and  there  is  practically  no  doubt  that  it  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  England  by  a  follower  of  William  the 
Conqueror  as  it  is  found  in  the  roll  of  Battle  Abbey. 
During  early  times  it  appears  under  various  spell¬ 
ing,  such  as  Hamlin,  Hamlyn,  Hamelin,  Hamblen, 
Hamelyn,  and  many  other  forms. 

It  is  interesting  to  realize  that  the  name  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  New  World  both  by  English  and 
French  immigrants,  as  we  find  it  existing  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  among  the  families  of  French  descent  there, 
as  well  as  in  the  United  States,  and  it  has  played  a 
very  uncommon  part  in  the  early  history  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  as  well  as  since  the  establishment  of  the  United 
States  as  a  nation,  and  has  given  a  large  number  of 
distinguished  men,  particularly  to  New  England. 

But  it  is  not  alone  in  the  direct  line  that  the  Ham¬ 
lins  of  the  present  day  may  claim  a  distinguished 
descent.  On  the  contrary,  the  Hamlin  family  has 
intermarried  at  various  times  with  many  of  the  most 
powerful  and  prominent  houses  in  England  and  else¬ 
where,  so  that  it  may  now  number  many  of  the 
greatest  figures  in  the  history  of  Europe  among  its 
ancestors,  and  trace  its  descent  through  several  Royal 
houses  back  to  an  exceedingly  remote  age.  Thus  we 
have  along  one  line  a  descent  from  one  of  the  early 
Kings  of  Sweden,  namely  one  Adelis,  who  was  called 
“The  Great,”  and  who  was  an  ancestor  of  Hrolff,  or, 
in  the  softer  French,  Rollo,  “The  Dane,”  who 
founded  the  great  house  of  Normandy.  This  exceed¬ 
ingly  interesting  line  may  be  traced  as  follows: 

(I)  Adelis  “The  Great,”  King  of  Sweden. 

(II)  Aystein,  King  of  Sweden. 

(III)  Yngvar,  King  of  Sweden. 

(IV)  Onund,  King  of  Sweden. 

(V)  Ilgiald,  King  of  Sweden. 

(VI)  Olaf,  King  of  Vermland. 

(VII)  King  Halfden  Huitbein. 

(VIII)  Imar,  Jarl  of  Upland. 

(IX)  Eystein  Glumre,  Jarl  of  More  (860  A.  D.). 

(X)  Rognvald,  “The  Mighty,”  Jarl  of  Upland, 
Norway,  and  the  Isles  of  Shetland  and  Orkney. 

(XI)  Hrolff  or  Rollo  “The  Dane,”  who,  coming 
with  a  great  host  of  Vikings,  sailed  up  the  Seine 
River  in  France  and  subdued  Normandy,  which  was 
later  ceded  to  him  by  Charles  “The  Simple,”  then 
King  of  France,  who  made  him  first  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  gave  him  in  marriage  his  daughter,  the 
Princess  Giselle,  through  whom  the  family  can  trace 
its  descent  from  Charlemagne  and  the  great  Frankish 
King. 

(XII)  William  “Longsword,”  second  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy. 

(XIII)  Richard  the  Fearless,  third  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy. 

(XIV)  Richard  (2)  the  Good,  fourth  Duke  of 
Normandy. 


(XV)  Richard  Le  Diable,  fifth  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy. 

(XVI)  William  the  Conqueror. 

(XVII)  Henry  I,  King  of  England. 

(XVIII)  Princess  Matilda,  who  married  Geoffrey 
Plantagenet,  which  thus  introduced  this,  one  of  the 
proudest  of  the  Royal  family  of  Europe,  into  the  line. 

(XIX)  Henry  II,  of  England,  in  whose  reign 
trial  by  jury  was  first  introduced,  and  who  insti¬ 
tuted  any  number  of  great  and  important  reforms. 

(XX)  John  Lackland,  the  unwilling  yielder  of  the 
rights  demanded  in  the  Magna  Charta. 

(XXI)  Henry  III. 

(XXII)  Edward  I,  “Longshanks.” 

(XXIII)  Edward  II,  who,  before  ascending  the 
throne,  was  the  first  Prince  of  Wales. 

(XXIV)  Edward  III. 

(XXV)  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster. 

(XXVI)  Joan  Beauford,  who  married  Ralph  Ne¬ 
ville,  first  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

(XXVII)  Anne  Neville,  who  married  Humphrey  de 
Stafford,  first  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

(XXVIII)  Margaret  de  Stafford,  who  married 
Robert  Dunham. 

(XXIX)  Sir  John  Dunham. 

(XXX)  Sir  John  Dunham  II. 

(XXXI)  John  Dunham. 

(XXXII)  Ralph  Dunham,  born  at  Scrooby,  Eng¬ 
land. 

(XXXIII)  Thomas  Dunham,  also  born  at  that 
place. 

(XXXIV)  Deacon  John  Dunham,  born  at  Scrooby 
but  later  escaped  from  England  to  Holland  during 
the  time  of  the  persecution  of  non-conformists,  under 
the  name  of  John  Goodman,  and  from  that  country 
sailed  on  the  famous  voyage  of  the  “Mayflower” 
under  the  same  name.  Upon  reaching  America  he 
resumed  his  original  name  and  became  the  founder 
of  a  well-known  family  in  New  England. 

(XXXV)  John  Dunham,  born  at  Leyden,  Hol¬ 
land  in  the  year  1620,  and  came  as  an  infant  in  arms 
with  his  parents  to  America  in  the  same  year.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  Barnstable,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  married  in  the  year  1641  a  lady  of  whom 
we  only  know  that  her  first  name  was  Dorothy. 

(XXXVI)  Mary  Dunham,  born  in  1642;  married, 
November  20,  1662,  at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts, 
and  became  the  wife  of  James  Hamlin  II  (q.  v.). 

Another  very  interesting  line  of  descent,  which 
may  be  claimed  by  the  Hamlin  family,  is  as  follows: 

(I)  Pepin  d’Heristal,  a  grandson  of  Pepin  of  Lan- 
den;  he  was  Duke  of  Austrasia  and  Mayor  of  the 
Palace  under  the  Merovingian  Kings  of  the  Franks. 

(II)  Charles  Martel,  or  “The  Hammer,”  who  de¬ 
feated  the  Arabs  at  the  battle  of  Tours,  and  so 
saved  France  and  Europe  from  Mohammedan  domi¬ 
nation. 

(III)  Pepin  Le  Bref,  who  deposed  the  effete 
Merovingian  Kings  and  became  the  first  Carlovingian 
King  of  the  Franks. 

(IV)  Charlemagne,  the  greatest  figure  of  his  time. 

(V)  Louis  I,  Le  Debonnaire. 

(VI)  Charles  II,  Le  Chauve. 

(VII)  Charles  III,  King  of  France,  known  as 
“The  Simple.” 

(VIII)  Princess  Giselle,  who  married  Rollo  “The 
Dane.” 

An  even  earlier  descent  is  that  from  Priam,  King 
of  the  Franks,  who  flourished  as  early  as  382,  A.  D., 
and  through  his  son  Merowig,  the  founder  of  the 
Merovingian  dynasty,  and  through  Clovis  “The 
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Grand,”  the  first  Christian  King  of  the  Franks. 
Through  this  line  and  through  their  descendants,  the 
early  Kings  of  Navarre,  the  descent  may  be  traced 
to  the  early  Hamlins.  Many  other  prominent  and 
important  houses,  including  several  other  early  dynas¬ 
ties  and  representatives  of  countries  as  widely  sep¬ 
arated  as  Greece  and  Rome,  Spain  and  Russia,  have 
contributed  to  the  blood  of  the  Hamlin  family  today. 
Among  these  houses  should  be  mentioned  that  of  the 
Counts  of  Paris,  who  claim  as  their  ancestor  the 
famous  Hengist,  King  of  the  Saxons,  and  one  of  those 
who  brought  the  Saxon  people  to  Britain,  where  he 
became  King  of  Kent  about  457  A.  D.  Still  another 
is  that  which  is  derived  from  Cerdic,  first  King  of 
the  West  Saxons,  about  519  A.  D.,  through  Alfred 
the  Great,  to  the  Princess  Edith,  a  granddaughter  of 
Prince  Edward  “The  Exile,”  who  married  Henry  I, 
King  of  England. 

The  learned  and  talented  author  of  the  “Hamlin 
Genealogy,”  a  remarkable  book  which  includes  all  the 
lines  of  descent  of  this  family  which  can  be  sub¬ 
stantiated,  the  Hon.  H.  F.  Andrews,  of  Exira,  Iowa, 
quotes  evidence  which  makes  it  appear  that  the  direct 
line  of  the  Hamlin  family  is  derived  from  one  John 
Hamelyn,  of  whose  life  we  know  comparatively  little, 
but  who  was  residing  about  1550  in  Cornwall,  Eng¬ 
land.  He  married  there  one  Amor  Knowle,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  Knowle,  of  Sarum,  and  among  their 
children  was  Giles  Hamelin,  who  made  his  home  in 
Devonshire,  England,  where  he  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  Ashley,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons: 
Thomas  and  James.  The  evidence  as  given  by  Mr. 
Andrews,  which  consists  of  names  and  dates  taken 
from  the  baptismal  records  of  Devonshire  and  else¬ 
where  in  England,  makes  it  appear  that  the  second 
of  these  sons,  James,  is  the  same  as  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  the  American  colony,  but  although 
there  seems  to  be  little  reason  to  doubt  this  as  a 
fact,  yet  Mr.  Andrews  holds  that  it  has  not  been 
thoroughly  substantiated,  and  consequently  does  not 
include  these  two  generations  in  the  family  tree. 
Passing  over  this  doubtful  point,  we  come  to  James 
Hamlin,  who,  so  far  as  is  known,  was  the  first  of  the 
name  to  come  to  America. 

(I)  James  Hamlin,  or  Hamblen,  was,  according  to 
the  records,  living  in  London  in  the  year  1623.  He 
came  to  New  England  and  settled  at  Barnstable, 
Massachusetts,  in  the  spring  of  1639,  where  he  was 
a  proprietor.  There  is  an  interesting  list  of  freemen 
of  the  Plymouth  Colony  which  is  found  on  the  early 
records  thereof  (Vol.  VIII,  pp.  176-77),  and  which 
is  as  follows:  Mr.  Joseph  Hull,  Mr.  Lothrope,  Mr. 
Thomas  Dimmock,  Anthony  Annable,  James  Cud- 
worth,  Isaac  Robinson,  Henry  Rowley,  John  Cooper, 
Henry  Cobb,  Bernard  Lumbert,  Henry  Bourne,  Wil¬ 
liam  Caseley,  Mr.  Robert  Linnett,  Mr.  John  Mayo, 
Samuel  Hinckley,  Edward  Fitzrandle,  George  Lewes, 
Samuel  Jackson,  James  Hamlene,  Thomas  Hinckley, 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  and  Dolor  David.  From  this  we 
know  that  he  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  to  the 
Colony,  March  1,  1641-42,  and  in  the  year  1643  we 
find  his  name  on  the  list  of  those  able  to  bear  arms. 
He  was  a  follower  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Lothrop, 
who  came  in  the  year  1634  from  England  with  a  band 
of  Pilgrims  who  were  driven  from  home  by  religious 
persecution.  According  to  Mr.  Otis,  who  is  an  au¬ 
thority  on  the  customs  of  the  early  colonists,  James 
Hamlin  was  never  given  the  title  of  “Mister,”  which 
was  reserved  for  the  governor  and  other  State  of¬ 
ficers,  for  ministers,  elders  of  the  church,  school¬ 
masters,  military  officers,  or  people  of  great  wealth 
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or  aristocratic  connection.  Other  members  of  the 
colony  were  simply  called  “Goodman.”  Says  Mr.  Otis: 
“Goodman  Hamblen  was  not  much  in  public  life.  He 
was  an  honest  man,  a  good  neighbor,  and  a  sincere 
Christian;  he  was  industrious  and  prudent  in  his 
habits  and  brought  up  his  children  to  walk  in  his 
footsteps.  His  descendants  have,  with  few  excep¬ 
tions,  inherited  the  good  qualities  of  the  ancestor.” 
We  note  from  this  that  the  name  of  our  subject  was 
spelled  Hamblen  by  so  good  an  authority  as  Mr. 
Otis,  and  we  will  find  in  the  early  records  that  it  is 
spelled  in  many  different  ways,  but  perhaps  the  final 
authority  should  be  Mr.  Hamlin  himself,  who,  in 
signing  his  will,  spelled  it  Hamlin.  He  made  his 
home  near  what  was  known  as  Coggin’s  Pond,  at 
Barnstable,  which  is  a  charming  sheet  of  water,  the 
country  all  about  being  delightfully  fertile  and  now 
dotted  by  well-kept  farms.  James  Hamlin  married 

Ann - ,  and  she  and  a  number  of  his  children 

are  mentioned  in  his  will,  a  most  interesting  old  docu¬ 
ment  which  begins  as  follows: 

I  being  weake  in  body  but  through  ye  mercy  of  God 
of  good  and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  and  calling  to 
mind  ye  uncertainty  of  this  transitory  life,  and  being 
willing  to  sett  things  in  order  as  there  may  be  peace 
and  good  agreement  between  my  children  after  my 
decease,  I  do  make  and  declare  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  in  manner  and  forme  hereafter  mentioned, 
viz  : — 

His  wife  Ann  was  appointed  executrix,  and  in  the 
body  of  the  will  mention  is  made  of  many  old  pos¬ 
sessions,  which,  did  they  exist  today,  would  be  re¬ 
garded  as  priceless  heirlooms  by  his  family.  In  spe¬ 
cial,  he  speaks  of  two  old  pewter  platters,  the  last 
of  a  set,  the  rest  of  which  had  been  distributed 
among  his  married  children,  which  he  wished  to  be 
given  to  his  daughter  Sarah  and  his  son  Israel,  the 
former  to  have  her  choice  of  them.  This  will  was 
dated  January  23,  1683,  and  proved  October  22, 
1690. 

The  parish  records  of  St.  Lawrence,  Reading, 
Berkshire,  in  England,  contain  what  are  the  bap¬ 
tisms  of  James  Hamlin’s  children,  born  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  from  others  we  find  in  the  Colony  appear 
the  dates  of  those  who  were  born  in  the  New  World. 

The  former  contain:  1.  James,  born  October  21, 
1630,  buried  October  24,  1633.  2.  Sarah,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1632,  died  in  early  youth.  3.  Mary,  born  July 
27,  1634.  4-  James  (2),  mentioned  below.  The  chil¬ 
dren  born  at  Barnstable  are  as  follows:  5.  Bartholo¬ 
mew,  baptized  April  24,  1642.  6.  John,  born  June  30, 
1644.  7.  An  infant,  who  was  buried  December  2,  1646. 
8.  Sarah,  baptized  November  7,  1647.  9.  Eleazer, 
baptized  March  17,  1649.  10.  Israel,  born  June  25, 

1655. 

(II)  James  (2)  Hamlin,  son  of  James  and  Ann 
Hamlin,  was  the  last  of  his  parents’  children  born  in 
England.  There  is  a  record  of  his  baptism  at  St. 
Lawrence,  Reading,  Berkshire,  April  10,  1636.  He 
came  to  New  England  with  his  mother  and  sisters 
some  time  prior  to  1642,  so  that  he  was  a  small  child 
at  the  time.  He  grew  up  at  Barnstable,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  his  father  had  settled,  and  upon  reaching 
manhood  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  on  his  father’s  place 
there.  By  the  year  1702,  however,  we  find  that  he 
had  moved  to  Hamblin  Plains  in  West  Barnstable. 
He  is  also  recorded  as  having  been  a  proprietor  at 
Falmouth,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  did  not  reside  in 
that  place  except  possibly  temporarily.  His  removal 
to  and  possible  temporary  residence  in  Falmouth  was 
due  to  a  controversy  which  raged  at  that  time  con- 
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cerning  the  proper  treatment  of  the  Quakers  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Colony.  There  were  two  parties 
to  this  controversy;  the  first,  which  was  headed  by 
Governor  Thomas  Prence,  declared  for  strong  op¬ 
pressive  measures,  while  the  second  party  upheld  a 
more  moderate  treatment  of  them.  The  moderation 
of  these  incurred  the  enmity  of  the  authorities,  and 
in  the  year  1660  a :  company  of  men,  including  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prominent  members  of  the  Colony,  left  Barn¬ 
stable  and  coasted  around  Cape  Cod,  landing  finally 
at  Succonesset  (now  Falmouth).  The  list  of  those 
who  thus  ventured  forth,  dissatisfied  with  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Colony,  was  as  follows: 
Jonathan  Hatch,  Issac  Robinson,  John  Chapman, 
John  Jenkins,  James  Hamlin,  Mr.  Thomas,  Samuel 
Fuller,  Thomas  Lothrop,  Anthony  Annable,  Peter 
Blossom,  William  Nelson,  James  Cobb,  Samuel 
Hinckley,  and  Thomas  Ewer.  At  Succonesset,  land 
was  assigned  to  each  of  these  intended  colonists,  but 
of  them  only  two,  Jonathan  Hatch  and  Isaac  Robin¬ 
son,  settled  there  permanently,  while  most  of  the 
others,  if  not  all,  returned  speedily  to  Barnstable. 
James  Hamlin’s  name  occurs  on  a  list  of  freemen 
at  Barnstable,  drawn  upon  May  29,  1670,  and  some 
time  afterwards  he  was  appointed  “inspector  of  ordi¬ 
naries”  for  the  town.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  church  there  in  1683,  while  in  1705  he  was 
a  deputy  from  Barnstable  to  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
however,  he  removed  to  Tisbury,  and  there  his  death 
occurred  May  3,  1718. 

James  (2)  Hamlin  married,  while  residing  at 
Barnstable,  November  20,  1662,  Mary  Dunham,  born 
in  1642,  and  died  April  19,  1715,  a  daughter  of  John 
Dunham,  and  a  member  of  that  old  and  honorable 
family  already  mentioned  which  derived  its  blood  from 
so  many  great  houses  in  the  past.  Their  children,  all 
of  whom  were  born  at  Barnstable,  were  as  follows: 
1.  Mary,  born  July  24,  1664.  2.  Elizabeth,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1665  or  1666.  3.  Eleazar,  born  April  12, 

1668,  twin.  4.  Experience,  born  April  12,  1668, 
twin.  5.  James,  born  August  26,  1669.  6.  Jonathan, 
born  March  6,  1670  or  1671.  7.  A  son,  born  March 
28,  1672,  died  April  7,  1672.  8.  Deacon  Ebenezer, 
mentioned  below.  9.  Elisha,  born  March  5,  1676  or 
1677,  died  December  20,  1677.  10.  Hope,  born  March 
13,  1679  or  1680.  11.  Job,  born  January  15,  1681.  12. 
John,  born  January  12,  1683.  13.  Benjamin,  baptized 
March  16,  1684  or  1685.  14.  Elkanah,  baptized 

March  16,  1685. 

(Ill)  Deacon  Ebenezer  Hamlin,  son  of  James  (2) 
and  Mary  (Dunham)  Hamlin,  was  born  July  29, 
1674,  at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts.  He  grew  up 
there  and  eventually  occupied  his  father’s  farm  at 
Coggin’s  Pond,  where  he  remained  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  became  very  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
the  community.  He  removed,  probably  about  1729* 
to  Rochester  (now  Wareham,  Massachusetts),  where 
he  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  church 
and  became  a  deacon  thereof  in  1735-  He  remained 
at  Rochester  until  1742,  when  he  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Sharon,  Connecticut.  He  took  a 
very  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  communities 
where  he  resided,  and  was  a  well-known  man  in  the 
Colony.  By  his  will  he  left  twenty-four  pounds,  old 
tenor  bills,  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  in  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Society  at  Hitchcock  Corner. 

He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been 
Sarah  Lewis,  of  Barnstable,  with  whom  he  was 
united  April  4,  1698,  and  his  second  wife  was  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Arnold,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Arnold,  of 
Rochester,  Massachusetts.  His  children,  all  of  whom 


were  born  of  his  first  union,  were  as  follows:  1. 
Ebenezer,  born  March  18,  1699.  2.  Mercy,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1700,  became  the  wife  of  Experience  John¬ 
son.  3.  Hopestill,  born  July  23,  1702;  married  (first) 
Jonathan  Hunter,  and  (second)  John  Pardee.  4. 
Cornelius,  born  June  13,  1705;  married  Mary  Mudge. 
5.  Thomas,  mentioned  below.  6.  Isaac,  born  January 
1,  1714,  died  in  1805;  married  Mary  Gibbs.  7.  Lewis, 
born  January  31,  1718;  married  Experience  Jenkins. 

(IV)  Thomas  Hamlin,  son  of  Deacon  Ebenezer 
and  Sarah  (Lewis)  Hamlin,  was  born  May  6,  1710, 
at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts.  He  did  not  continue 
to  reside  in  his  native  place,  however,  but  removed 
successively  to  several  different  localities  at  dates 
which  are  decidedly  uncertain.  His  first  removal  was 
with  his  father  to  Rochester,  Massachusetts,  some 
time  before  1729,  but  there  is  much  confusion  con¬ 
cerning  his  residence  in  the  several  places  that  be¬ 
came  his  home.  He  and  his  wife  were  original  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  organized  at  Wareham,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  on  Christmas  Day,  1739,  and  on  their  re¬ 
quest  were  dismissed  from  there  to  the  church  at 
Sharon,  Connecticut,  May  30,  1742.  We  have,  how¬ 
ever,  a  petition  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Aga¬ 
wam,  on  April  23,  1739,  among  whose  signatures  ap¬ 
pear  those  of  Thomas  and  Isaac  Hamlin,  praying  for 
the  incorporation  as  a  separate  town.  This  petition 
was  granted  July  10  of  the  same  year.  He  also  lived 
on  a  tract  of  land  across  the  New  York  boundary 
from  Sharon,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Hamlin  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Ruth  Gibbs,  with  whom  he  was  united 
December  10,  1734,  at  Agawam,  and  his  second  wife 
was  Mary  Crowell,  of  Albany.  The  date  of  his 
death  is  uncertain,  as  is  also  the  place  where  it  oc¬ 
curred,  but  he  was  the  father  of  a  numerous  family 
of  children.  Children  by  first  wife:  1.  Jabez,  born 
June  21,  1736,  died  February  15,  1741.  2.  Captain 
Nathaniel,  of  whom  further.  3.  Zilpah,  born  July  22, 
1741,  died  in  early  childhood.  4.  Marcia,  born  July 
17,  1743.  5.  Ruth,  born  July  3,  1745.  6.  Thomas,  born 
July  24,  1747.  7..  John,  born  June  25,  1749,  died  in 
early  youth.  8.  Zilpah  (2),  born  March  10,  I751*  9* 
Asa,  born  January  14,  1754,  at  Oblong,  New  York. 
Children  by  second  wife:  10.  John,  born  October  12, 
1757;  he  is  called  James  in  one  record.  11.  Lewis, 
born  July  31,  1759.  12.  Polly. 

(V)  Captain  Nathaniel  Hamlin,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Ruth  (Gibbs)  Hamlin,  was  born  June  7,  I739> 
at  Agawam,  Massachusetts.  He  removed  in  early 
life  to  Sharon  Village,  Connecticut,  and  there  became 
the  owner  of  a  large  farm  at  Sharon  Mountain,  where 
he  kept  a  store  and  an  inn  for  the  entertainment  of 
travelers.  He  appears  to  have  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  military  life  of  the  community,  as  he  was 
appointed  ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  Sharon,  in 
October,  1771,  lieutenant  in  May,  1772;  and  first 
lieutenant  in  June,  1776.  Asa,  Cornelius,  and  Thomas 
Hamlin,  two  of  whom  were  his  brothers,  were 
privates  in  the  same  company,  which  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Edward  Rogers  and  was  attached  to 
Fisher  Gay’s  2d  Battalion,  in  General  James  Wads¬ 
worth’s  Connecticut  Brigade,  which  consisted  of  six 
battalions.  This  brigade  was  raised  in  Connecticut, 
in  1776,  to  reinforce  General  Washington,  who  was 
at  that  time  conducting  the  campaign  in  New  Jersey. 
It  saw  action  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island  and  was 
afterwards  at  White  Plains,  remaining  in  active  serv¬ 
ice  until  December  25,  1776,  when  their  time  expired. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Hamlin  was  twice  married,  the 
first  time  at  Sharon,  Connecticut,  to  Lucy  Foster, 
born  in  1740,  and  died  January  5,  1785,  and  the  sec- 
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ond  time,  in  1786,  to  Deborah  St.  John,  born  May 
I5»  1763.  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Deborah  (Ryse) 
St.  John.  Captain  Hamlin’s  own  death  occurred  at 
Sharon  Village,  Connecticut.  By  his  two  marriages 
he  was  the  father  of  twenty-two  children,  the  largest 
family  that  is  recorded  in  any  generation.  Children 
by  first  wife:  1.  Mason,  who  died  in  infancy.  2. 
Sylphia,  born  in  1765;  married,  at  Amenia,  New 
York,  January  14,  1788,  John  Hanchett,  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  3.  Cynthia,  born  in  1768,  died 
August  26,  1859;  married  John  Palmer,  of  Ashford. 
4.  Mason  (2),  died  young.  5.  Lucy,  born  in  April, 
1771,  died  January  13,  1859;  married  at  Sharon,  No¬ 
vember  28,  1792,  Elihu  Coleman,  born  in  Hebron, 
Connecticut,  May  23,  1762,  and  died  July  27,  1825. 
6.  Nathaniel,  born  in  1773,  an  attorney,  and  he  also 
carried  on  a  tanning  business.  7.  William,  born  in 
1775,  died  October  22,  1778.  8.  Alanson  F.,  born  in 
1778,  died  in  October,  1839;  married  (first),  April 
6,  1808,  Mary  Warner,  and  (second)  Amanda  Lyman 
of  Sharon.  9.  Dr.  Asa,  of  whom  further.  10.  Arcil- 
lus,  born  in  1782,  a  teacher  and  cabinetmaker  at 
Newton,  Connecticut,  where  his  death  occurred  Jan¬ 
uary  14,  1826.  11.  Loren,  born  in  1784,  a  farmer  at 
Rupert,  Vermont,  where  he  married  Lydia  Baker, 
and  died  November  15,  1848.  Children  by  second 
wife:  12.  Julia,  bom  in  1787,  died  in  1818.  13.  Eras- 
tus,  born  March  23,  1789.  14.  Betsey,  born  in  1791, 
died  May  9,  1800.  15.  Richard,  born  June  1,  1794. 
16.  Philo,  born  in  1796.  17.  Francis,  born  in  1798. 
and  died  at  sea  in  1819.  18.  Sarah,  born  in  1799.  19. 
Laura,  born  in  1801.  20.  John  born  September  4, 
1802.  21.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1804.  22.  Timothy  St. 
John,  born  in  1806. 

(VI)  Dr.  Asa  Hamlin,  son  of  Captain  Nathaniel 
and  Lucy  (Foster)  Hamlin,  was  born  March  30, 
1780,  at  Sharon,  Connecticut.  It  was  during  his  life 
that  the  Hamlins  first  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  but 
they  stopped  at  various  places  before  finally  settling 
at  Smethport,  with  which  community  they  have  been 
associated  so  intimately  for  so  long.  Dr.  Hamlin  re¬ 
moved  from  Connecticut  to  Fairfield,  New  York,  in 
1814,  when  he  was  a  young  man  of  thirty-four  years 
of  age,  and  had  already  taken  up  the  profession  of 
medicine.  From  Fairfield  he  went  to  Salem,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  remained  there  until  1833,  when  he 
finally  came  to  Smethport.  His  death  occurred  in 
that  place,  September  8,  1835,  only  two  years  later. 
His  childhood  and  early  youth  were  spent  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  during  this  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  occupation  that  was  common  to  the  farmer’s 
boy  of  that  day,  while  his  training  was  according  to 
the  typical  Puritanic  regime.  He  attended  the  local 
public  school,  where,  by  dint  of  consistent  applica¬ 
tion,  he  possessed  himself  of  a  far  better  education 
than  the  average  among  his  fellows.  Eventually,  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  for  a  time  practiced 
it  in  his  native  region.  His  migration  had  already 
been  reported,  and  he  became  very  well  known  in 
the  part  of  Pennsylvania  where  he  practiced.  He 
was  a  Federalist  in  politics,  and  a  Presbyterian  in 
religion. 

Dr.  Hamlin  married,  December  26,  1802,  at  Sharon, 
Connecticut,  Asenath  Delano,  a  native  of  that  town, 
born  April  6,  1780,  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Huldah  (Doty)  Delano.  Their  children  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1.  Orlo  Jay,  born  December  2,  1803,  at  Sharon, 
Connecticut;  married,  January  13,  1828,  Orra  Lucinda 
Cogswell,  of  Griswold,  Connecticut.  He  died  at 
Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  February  13,  1880.  2. 

Eliza  Maria,  born  October  31,  1806,  at  Sharon; 
married,  December  16,  1827,  James  Madison  Noble, 


of  Sterling,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Edward  W.,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  11,  1809,  at  Fairfield,  New  York,  died  in  early 
youth.  4.  William  Edward,  born  June  7,  i8ii,  at 
Fairfield,  New  York,  died  at  Sterling,  Pennsylvania, 
January  7,  1888,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  merchant  and  lumberman,  and  held  the 
office  of  postmaster.  5.  Asenath  Jeannette,  born  Au¬ 
gust  27,  1817,  at  Salem,  Pennsylvania;  married,  at 
Smethport,  September  10,  1840,  the  Rev.  Moses 
Crow,  of  Geneva,  New  York,  where  she  died  Octo¬ 
ber  20,  1843.  6.  Asa  Darwin,  born  February  16, 
1820,  at  Salem,  Pennsylvania;  married  Viola  Chapin, 
of  Chenango  County,  New  York,  and  died  at  Smeth¬ 
port,  February  2,  1880,  where  he  had  been  a  surveyor 
and  civil  engineer.  7.  Byron  Delano,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther. 

(VII)  Byron  Delano  Hamlin,  son  of  Dr.  Asa  and 
Asenath  (Delano)  Hamlin,  was  born  at  Sheshequin, 
Pennsylvania,  May  7,  1824.  He  was  nine  years  of 
age  when  the  family  came  to  Smethport,  McKean 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  education,  begun  in 
the  place  of  his  birth,  was  continued  until  his  eleventh 
year  in  his  new  home.  The  active  work  of  life  be¬ 
gan  for  him  at  that  time,  and  the  first  remunera¬ 
tive  employment  in  which  it  is  known  that  he  engaged 
was  the  peeling  of  hemlock  bark  from  fallen  trees, 
the  bark  then  being  disposed  of  in  the  trade.  Shortly 
afterward,  he  was  designated  as  mail  carrier  between 
Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  and  Olean,  New  York,  re¬ 
ceiving  a  wage  of  seventy-five  cents  for  two  trips 
per  week,  compensation  that  certainly  could  not  be 
called  excessive.  His  trip  would  have  been  difficult 
for  a  grown  man,  and  for  a  man,  particularly  during 
the  hard  winters  prevailing,  they  often  constituted 
severe  hardship,  all  of  which  he  endured  uncomplain¬ 
ingly  as  part  of  his  preparation  for  more  responsible 
duties.  During  this  period  he  studiously  followed  a 
course  of  reading,  and  acquired  possession  of  a  col¬ 
lection  of  books  of  substantial  value.  As  opportunity 
offered  he  attended  school  for  a  few  weeks  at  a  time 
and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  despite  the  dis¬ 
advantages  with  which  he  had  to  contend,  he  was 
qualified  for  a  teacher’s  position  when  but  sixteen 
years  of  age.  The  school  to  which  he  was  assigned 
was  at  Marvin  Creek,  and  his  three  months’  con¬ 
tract  provided  for  a  salary  of  ten  dollars  per  month 
and  board,  the  meagre  sum  thus  obtained  being 
placed  by  the  youth  toward  a  fund  for  further  edu¬ 
cation.  Eventually,  he  enrolled  at  Allegheny  College, 
and  for  about  eighteen  months  was  a  student  there. 
He  then  returned  to  Smethport  to  form  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother,  Orlo  J.  Hamlin.  For  a  year 
this  association  continued,  Mr.  Hamlin  studying  law 
under  the  tutorship  of  his  brother,  and  in  1846  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  McKean  County  bar. 
Legal  matters  pertaining  to  land  and  land  titles  won 
him  as  a  devoted  student  from  the  first,  and  his  tire¬ 
less  pursuit  of  this  special  branch  made  him  an  ad¬ 
mitted  authority  on  subjects  related  thereto;  his  pre¬ 
eminence  in  this  field  was  acknowledged  over  a  wide 
territory.  In  1855  he  accepted  an  agency  for  Keating 
&  Company,  an  organization  which  at  that  time  owned 
about  300,000  acres  of  land  in  McKean,  Potter,  Cam¬ 
eron,  Clinton,  and  Clearfield  counties,  this  associa¬ 
tion  continuing  for  almost  thirty  years.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  Mr.  Hamlin  purchased  what  remained 
of  these  vast  holdings  and  conducted  the  business 
with  little  change  under  the  name  of  Byron  D.  Ham¬ 
lin,  Henry  Hamlin  and  John  Forrest.  His  practice 
of  law  had  continued  during  all  of  this  time,  and  his 
rise  to  power  in  the  business  world  had  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  like  success  in  his  profession,  where  he  led 
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many  important  causes  to  victory  and  gained  excep¬ 
tional  standing  among  his  legal  colleagues  as  a  prac¬ 
titioner  of  rare  ability,  whose  extensive  practice  was 
unvaryingly  in  accord  with  high  ethical  principles.  To 
civic  causes  vitally  affecting  the  welfare  of  Smeth- 
port,  his  home,  he  gave  a  loyal  and  devoted  support 
that  was  largely  responsible  for  progress  and  im¬ 
provement,  and  the  frequent  calls  upon  his  time  and 
means  always  met  with  generous  response. 

In  Democratic  councils,  to  which  he  was  called 
in  young  manhood,  Mr.  Hamlin  became  a  leader  of 
wide  authority,  and  had  his  personal  taste  so  dictated 
there  was  no  apparent  limit  to  his  achievements  in 
the  political  field.  He  was  temperamentally  opposed 
to  many  practices,  entirely  honorable,  which  are 
essential  in  the  practical  public  man,  but  despite  his 
unwillingness  to  make  politics  the  chief  consideration 
of  his  life,  he  became  the  incumbent  of  numerous 
important  offices.  In  1850  he  was  treasurer  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  and  in  1852  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  serving  his  district  in  that  body  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  and  receiving  particular  honor  in  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  presidency  of  the  Senate  in  1852.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  in  1856  he  was  assured  of 
reelection,  but  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
advanced  again,  retiring  to  his  large  private  inter¬ 
ests.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  a  whole-hearted 
patriotism,  that  was  a  lifelong  characteristic,  took 
him  early  to  the  recruiting  office,  where  physical 
disability  caused  his  rejection.  Although  he  was 
barred  from  a  soldier’s  life,  he  turned  his  efforts  to 
the  agencies  of  victory  that  could  be  applied  at  home 
and  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  General  Thomas 
L.  Kane  in  the  organization  and  equipment  of  the 
famous  “Bucktail  Regiment,”  as  well  as  furthering 
numerous  other  patriotic  movements.  In  1888  he 
was  the  recipient  of  a  noteworthy  honor  at  the  hands 
of  the  survivors  of  this  regiment  by  election  as  an 
honorary  comrade  in  recognition  of  his  devotion  to 
the  Union  cause. 

Byron  D.  Hamlin  was  a  man  who,  although  never 
occupying  a  national  office  nor  coming  before  the 
people  beyond  the  confines  of  his  own  State,  was 
nevertheless  a  national  character  in  a  very  real  sense. 
A  member  of  a  generation  past,  his  talents  and 
genius  were  at  their  zenith  when  industrial,  financial: 
and  commercial  systems  were  not  the  gigantic  organ¬ 
izations  of  the  present,  when  the  leading  men  of  the 
country  were  those  whose  influence  was  the  dominat¬ 
ing  factor  in  the  life  of  a  district.  Such  a  personage 
was  he  in  Pennsylvania,  western  Pennsylvania  the 
scene  of  his  most  notable  achievements,  and  the  out¬ 
line  of  his  distinguished  career  that  proceeds  truth¬ 
fully  depicts  him  as  financier,  lawyer,  and  public 
official,  in  the  elevated  position  he  occupied  through¬ 
out  a  long  and  richly  rewarded  life.  He  died  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1907.  In  works  of  permanently  enduring  value 
his  record  is  written,  and  those  who  are  fortunate 
in  having  had  intimate  or  casual  association  with 
him  treasure  the  memory  of  a  man  of  fine  sensibilities 
and  sympathies,  whose  book  of  life  lies  open  for  all  to 
read,  and  who  embodied  in  his  character  and  person¬ 
ality  many  of  the  finest  qualities  to  which  man  is  heir. 

Byron  D.  Hamlin  married,  November  17,  1846, 
Harriet  Holmes,  daughter  of  Judge  John  and  Nancy 
(Richmond)  Holmes.  Children:  1.  Delano' Richmond, 
born  August  10,  1847,  died  May  30,  1884.  2.  Jennette, 
born  September  18,  1852;  married  Horace  Victor 
Redfield ;  died  January  30,  1896.  3.  Mary  Holmes,  of 
whom  further. 

(VIII)  Mary  Holmes  Hamlin,  daughter  of  Byron 


D.  and  Harriet  (Holmes)  Hamlin,  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  29,  1856.  She  married,  August  1,  1878,  John 
Forrest  (q.  v.). 


THEODORE  ARTER,  JR.,  widely  known  as 
editor  and  vice-president  of  the  “Altoona  Tribune” 
and  the  Times-Tribune  Publishing  Company,  respec¬ 
tively,  the  latter  organization  being  the  publishers  of 
the  “Tribune,”  has  had  a  career  of  diversified  inter¬ 
est,  and  for  more  than  a  decade  has  made  his  way 
in  journalism,  now  having  attained  to  a  position  of 
outstanding  leadership  in  publishing  and  editorial 
circles  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  comes  of  a  family  that  is  old  in  the  history  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  of  pioneer  stock  in  Ohio. 
Arter  Mills,  near  Gettysburg,  was  founded  by  his 
great-great-grandfather,  Theodore  Arter.  Theodore 
Arter,  his  father,  was  born  in  Hanoverton,  Ohio. 
Most  of  his  life,  however,  has  been  spent  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  where  he  is  now  in  retirement  following 
a  long  and  progressive  career.  He  married  Gertrude 
Phelps,  who  survives  to  the  present  time. 

Native  of  Cleveland,  Theodore  Arter,  Jr.,  was  born 
on  October  15,  1894,  and  he  received  his  preparatory 
instruction  there  and  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  graduated  from  high  school  with  markings  in¬ 
dicative  of  scholastic  leadership  and  excellence.  He 
matriculated  in  Wesleyan  University,  studied  there 
two  years,  then  went  to  New  York  City  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  Columbia  University,  where  he  completed 
his  academic  training.  When  the  United  States  en¬ 
tered  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  and, 
assigned  to  the  Air  Service,  was  commissioned  a 
captain.  His  enlistment  was  dated  April  17,  19 17, 
only  a  few  days  after  we  went  into  the  conflict,  and 
his  discharge  was  on  January  9,  1919.  The  whole 
of  that  time  he  spent  at  Langley  Field,  Virginia,  as 
officer  in  charge  of  experimental  engineering  car¬ 
ried  on  at  that  post. 

After  his  discharge,  Mr.  Arter  engaged  in  special 
newspaper  work  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  until  June, 
1923,  when  he  came  to  Altoona,  accepting  his  present 
dual  position  as  executive  and  editor  of  the  pub¬ 
lishing  company  and  the  newspaper.  Mr.  Arter  is  also 
editor  of  “Publishers  Service,”  a  semi-monthly  maga¬ 
zine  of  No.  11  West  Forty-second  Street,  New  York 
City,  published  in  the  interests  of  newspaper  execu¬ 
tives.  Also  Mr.  Arter  has  been  author  of  many 
feature  stories  written  for  newspapers  based  on  his¬ 
torical  incidents. 

The  general  affairs  of  the  city  and  State  interest 
him  as  a  citizen  as  well  as  a  newspaper  man,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  several  organizations,  among  them 
the  Columbia  University  Club  of  New  York  City; 
Sigma  Delta  Chi,  a  national  newspaper  fraternity; 
the  Rotary,  Blairmont,  Lock  Haven  Country  clubs 
and  other  societies  of  Altoona;  was  initiated  into 
Delta  Tau  Delta  Fraternity  in  his  college  days;  and 
now  belongs  to  the  For ty-and- Eight  Club  and  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion,  his  legion  affiliation  being  with  Avia¬ 
tors’  Post,  No.  743,  New  York  City.  Mr.  Arter 
has  never  lost  interest  in  military  and  air  movements. 
He  holds  the  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
officers’  reserve. 

Mr.  Arter  married  Georgia  Ord  Mears,  of  San 
Francisco,  California,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Geor- 
giana  (Ord)  Mears,  and  a  grand-niece  of  Major- 
General  Ord,  who  served  on  Grant’s  staff  in  the  Civil 
War,  and  a  niece  of  Col.  H.  W.  Shoemaker.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arter  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Theodore,  2d. 
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C.  E.  CAROTHERS— Widely  and  favorably 
known  in  business  circles  in  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  its  environs,  C.  E.  Carothers  has  been 
active  in  industrial  affairs  here  since  the  turn  of  the 
century.  He  is  also  prominent  in  other  realms  of 
life,  being  known  for  his  activities  in  political  and 
public  matters. 

Mr.  Carothers  was  born  on  October  31,  i860,  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  and  Caroline  (Taylor)  Carothers.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  born  in  November, 
1817,  who  died  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  May 
30,  1890.  For  many  years  he  was  a  farmer  and  he 
gained  a  comfortable  competence  that  enabled  him 
to  spend  his  later  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well- 
earned  rest  from  his  labors.  He  filled  a  number  of 
public  offices  in  Fayette  County,  and  was  faithful 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  gave  his  political 
support  to  the  Republican  party,  and  was  affiliated 
with  the  Chartiers  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  Carothers,  who  was  likewise  an  agri¬ 
culturist,  and  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Newton, 
Pennsylvania.  He  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  and 
was  an  elder  in  the  Sewickley  Presbyterian  Church; 
he  married  Ruth  Elliott,  who  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  and  died  near  West  Newton  about  1840. 
The  mother  of  the  man  whose  name  heads  this  re¬ 
view,  Mrs.  Caroline  (Taylor)  Carothers,  was  born 
near  Turtle  Creek,  Pennsylvania,  in  March,  1819, 
and  died  in  McKeesport,  on  March  11,  1896;  she  was 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Larimer)  Tay¬ 
lor.  Her  father  was  born  near  Turtle  Creek  and 
made  farming  his  life’s  work.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  his  political  alignment;  and  a  Presbyterian  in  his 
religious  faith. 

C.  E.  or  C.  Edward  Carothers,  whose  name  heads 
this  biographical  article,  received  his  early  education 
in  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania,  supplementing  his  pub¬ 
lic  school  training  by  a  course  in  the  academy  in 
that  city  and  working  for  his  father  until  he  was 
about  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He  then  became 
manager  of  the  farm,  of  which  he  had  charge  for 
some  time  and  is  now  the  owner.  A  practical  agri¬ 
culturist,  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  details 
of  that  occupation,  as  well  as  a  strong  advocate  of 
scientific  methods.  In  1900  he  began  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
business  w'as  incorporated  in  1910  under  the  name  of 
the  Carothers  Dairy  Company.  Of  this  enterprise 
he  was  made  the  president;  and  since  then  he  has  so 
served.  Closely  watching  each  detail  of  the  business, 
knowing  that  in  the  present  era  of  strong  competi¬ 
tion  each  point  must  be  carefully  safeguarded,  he 
has,  by  judicious  management  and  unceasing  effort, 
developed  an  industry  that  has  been  of  outstanding 
benefit  to  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  district,  as  well  as  a  source  of  prosperity  to  its 
founder.  The  firm’s  products  are  prepared  under 
perfectly  sanitary  conditions,  tested  by  science,  and 
in  purity  and  quality  are  unsurpassed. 

Quite  aside  from  his  work  in  the  business  world, 
which  has  kept  him  continuously  busy,  Mr.  Carothers 
has  taken  time  for  useful  participation  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  affairs  of  Washington.  Civic  and  social  life  have 
found  in  him  a  staunch  supporter  of  worthy  enter¬ 
prises;  and  he  has  been  a  leader,  too,  in  spiritual 
affairs,  being  affiliated  with  the  Chartiers  “Hill”  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  as  a  member  for  over  fifty  years,  and 
a  deacon  many  years.  In  his  own  life  he  has  carefully 
followed  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the  church,  which 
are  with  him  a  living  force  and  not  a  dead  letter. 
His  political  alignment  has  been  with  the  Republican 


party,  of  whose  policies  and  principles  he  is  a  staunch 
supporter;  and  he  has  been  a  strong  influence  in  the 
local  councils  of  his  party  in  Washington.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  dur¬ 
ing  the  administrations  of  Presidents  McKinley,  Taft 
and  Harding.  When  Calvin  Coolidge  succeeded  to 
the  Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Carothers  still  held  this 
position  in  the  county  organization,  having  served 
thirty  years  in  this  position.  In  1901  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Washington  County,  serving  from  1902  to 
1904,  inclusive,  and  attaining  a  highly  creditable  rec¬ 
ord  while  so  engaged.  As  a  legislator,  holding  this 
position  in  1908  and  1909,  he  did  much  to  support 
worthy  projects  and  undertakings;  and  especially  was 
he  interested  and  active  in  the  good  roads  movement. 
He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  building  of  the  fine 
Hill  Church  road,  in  Washington  County;  and  he 
is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Board  of  National 
Highways. 

Mr.  Carothers  has  served  also  in  other  capacities 
of  importance,  having  been  for  four  years  special 
deputy  auditor  general  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  1930  he  was  made  deputy  sec¬ 
retary  of  revenue  of  the  State.  He  was  also  deputy 
secretary  of  agriculture  under  three  Governors 
Brumbaugh,  Sproul  and  Fisher.  Mr.  Carothers 
recently  received  still  more  work  of  a  public  nature 
to  do.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of  Washington 
County  in  1931,  taking  office  in  January,  1932.  His 
activities  have  brought  him  into  prominence  in  fra¬ 
ternal  life,  too,  especially  as  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  whose 
affairs  he  is  a  local  leader.  He  is  one  of  the  in¬ 
fluential  members  of  the  Washington  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  through  the  medium  of  which  he  takes 
a  more  than  ordinarily  active  part  in  civic  develop¬ 
ments.  A  man  of  broad  views  and  marked  public 
spirit,  he  has  so  acted,  in  both  private  and  public 
life,  as  to  bring  only  respect  and  esteem  to  himself. 

C.  Edward  Carothers  married,  on  March  11,  1885, 
Sara  J.  Lutton,  who  was  born  on  February  8,  i860, 
and  died  on  October  23,  1918.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Lutton,  who  was  born  on  the  family  home¬ 
stead  in  December,  1818,  and  devoted  his  life  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  responding  to  the  final  sum¬ 
mons  on  July  9,  1881.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Chartiers  Hill  Presbyterian  Church;  and  his  political 
views  were  those  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was 
a  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Lutton,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  in  North  Strabane  Township  and 
were  the  original  owners  of  the  Lutton  homestead. 
Mrs.  Catherine  L.  (Hall)  Lutton,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Carothers,  was  born  in  this  county  on  May  21, 
1838,  and  died  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on  June 
21,  1903;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Hall,  who 
was  born  August  27,  1793,  in  Somerset  Township. 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  this  county'  on  December 
2,  1885.  He  was  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools  for 
many  years,  as  well  as  the  owner  and  operator  of 
the  farm  that  he  inherited  from  his  father.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Pigeon  Creek  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  having  donated  the  land  on  which  the  church 
was  built.  In  his  political  alignment,  he  was  a 
staunch  Democrat.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Keys)  Hall,  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to 
the  United  States,  establishing  a  home  in  Somerset 
Township,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Hall  was  born  on 
March  11,  1744,  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  died 
in  Somerset  Township,  Washington  County,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1814.  His  wife  was  born  on  February  10, 
1754,  and  passed  away  April  6,  1813.  Catherine 
(Rainey)  Hall,  the  mother  of  Catherine  L.  (Hall) 
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Lutton,  was  born  in  this  county  April  25,  1796,  and 
died  September  24,  1865;  she  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Bromfield)  Rainey,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  this 
State.  He  migrated  from  that  district  to  Somerset 
Township,  about  1796,  and  was  one  of  the  early  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carothers  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  William  E.,  who  was  born  March 
7,  1886,  and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
ice  cream  manufacturing  business;  he  married  Ella 
Zediker,  of  Washington,  and  they  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  daughters:  Ruth  E.  and  Sarah  J.  2. 
Mary  C.,  who  was  born  on  February  19,  1889,  and 
became  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Davis,  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  in  Pittsburgh;  they  had  four  children,  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  Charles  Edward,  Mary  Carothers  and 
Richard.  3.  Robert  L.,  who  was  born  on  March 
7,  1893,  and  died  on  July  7,  1925;  he  was  associated 
with  the  Washington  Gas  and  Coal  Company,  in 
which  his  brother-in-law,  H.  A.  Davis,  is  financially 
interested;  he  married  Maisie  Buffington,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  a  son,  Charles  Edward  Carothers,  who  was  born 
on  February  15,  1914. 

On  December  15,  1928,  Mr.  Carothers  married 
(second)  Eugenia  (Grover)  Benn,  of  Coudersport. 
She  was  born  February  21,  1887,  at  Newfield,  Potter 
County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  William  J.  Grover 
and  Ellen  (Knapp)  Grover,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
She  is  a  Republican  and  a  Presbyterian. 


ALEM  PRICE  HULL,  M.  D. — For  almost  six 
decades  Dr.  Hull  was  successfully  engaged  in  the 
general  practice  of  medicine  at  Montgomery,  Lycom¬ 
ing  County.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1932  he  was, 
in  point  of  length  of  service,  one  of  the  oldest  med¬ 
ical  practitioners  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Though  Dr.  Hull  had  always  given  the  major  share 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  exacting  duties  of  his 
profession,  he  had  also  taken  a  very  active  and  effec¬ 
tive  part  in  other  phases  of  the  community’s  life.  To 
an  unusual  degree  he  combined  professional  skill  with 
business  acumen  and  for  many  years  he  had  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  business  and 
financial  life  of  Montgomery  and  of  Lycoming 
County.  Civic  affairs,  too,  engaged  his  attention  and 
he  had  to  his  credit  effective  service  as  chief  burgess 
of  Montgomery.  He  was  a  popular  member  of  sev¬ 
eral  medical,  fraternal,  civic  and  social  organizations. 
Through  his  various  activities  Dr.  Hull  did  much  to 
further  civic  progress  and  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
the  community,  its  people  and  its  institutions.  This 
fact  was  well  recognized  by  his  fellow-townsmen, 
who  gave  him  their  full  confidence,  their  high  re¬ 
spect  and  their  complete  liking. 

Alem  Price  Hull  was  born  at  Washingtonville, 
December  7,  1848,  the  son  of  Thomas  Ryerson  and 
Elizabeth  (McCormick)  Hull.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  prepared  for  col¬ 
lege  at  the  Milton  and  Tuscarora  academies.  He  then 
attended  Yale  University,  after  which  he  studied 
medicine  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1873.  In  the  same  year  he 
established  himself  in  general  practice  at  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Lycoming  County,  where  he  enjoyed  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  successful  general  practice  of  medicine 
for  more  than  half  a  century.  Dr.  Hull  took  post¬ 
graduate  work  at  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic  and  at 
the  New  York  Post-Graduate  Hospital  and  College. 


Dr.  Hull  was  always  interested  in  the  business  af¬ 
fairs  of  Montgomery.  He  was  president  of  the 
Farmers  and  Citizens  National  Bank,  the  Montgomery 
Furniture  Company,  and  the  Montgomery  Water 
Company;  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Montgomery 
Land  and  Improvement  Company  and  of  the  White 
Deer  Telephone  Company.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Milton  Trust  and 
Safe  Deposit  Company;  the  Northern  Central  Trust 
Company,  of  Williamsport,  now  known  as  the 
Lycoming  Trust  Company;  and  the  City  Insurance 
Company  of  Sunbury.  He  had  the  distinction  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  first  chief  burgess  of  Montgomery,  in 
which  office  he  served  very  ably  and  effectively  for 
one  term.  Dr.  Hull  was  an  active,  helpful,  and 
valued  participant  in  the  affairs  of  the  Lycoming 
County  Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was  a  for¬ 
mer  president.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  West 
Branch  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  So¬ 
ciety.  Dr.  Hull’s  fraternal  affiliations  were  with  all 
bodies  of  both  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  He  was  a  member  of  Muncy 
Lodge,  No.  299;  the  Knights  Templar  and  Consis¬ 
tory  of  Williamsport;  and  Irem  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Wilkes- 
Barre.  He  belonged  also  to  the  Elks  Club  of  Mil- 
ton,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Ross  Club  and  Acacia 
Club  of  Williamsport;  the  Muncy  Masonic  Club; 
the  Montgomery  Business  Men’s  Association;  the 
Williamsport  Country  Club;  the  Susquehanna  Club; 
the  Dunwoody  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club;  and  the 
Spruce  Run  Hunting  Club.  He  was  very  fond  of 
hunting,  and  he  had  traveled  extensively  in  Europe 
and  in  this  country.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Alem  Price  Hull  died  October  14,  1932,  deeply 
mourned  by  the  community,  of  which  he  was  such  a 
prominent,  popular  and  useful  member  during  his 
entire  professional  career. 


CHARLES  ALFRED  ROGERS— As  president 
of  Rogers  Brothers,  Inc.,  manufacturers  of  heavy 
trailers  made  to  carry  large  loads  of  from  five  to 
one  hundred  tons,  Charles  Alfred  Rogers  has  served 
effectively  in  the  industrial  life  of  Albion,  Erie 
County;  and  the  great  organization  that  he  heads 
has  brought  a  great  deal  of  prestige  to  this  city. 
Mr.  Rogers  has  done  everything  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  Albion;  and  his  labors 
have  endeared  him  to  his  fellowmen  in  all  walks  of 
life. 

He  was  born  on  November  5,  1871,  in  Erie  County, 
son  of  Alfred  H.  and  Ellen  (Lavery)  Rogers,  both 
of  Erie  County,  where  his  father  was  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  sawmill.  In  the  public  schools,  Charles  A. 
Rogers  received  his  early  education;  and  while  still 
very  young,  was  employed  in  and  about  a  sawmill,  so 
continuing  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
acquiring  valuable  experience  that  was  destined  to 
serve  well  both  him  and  his  fellowmen  in  the  years 
to  come.  Upon  attaining  his  majority,  he  went  into 
the  creamery  business  under  his  own  name.  In  that 
work  he  remained  active  for  four  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  he  became  interested  in  contracting  and 
building,  a  type  of  enterprise  that  occupied  him 
thereafter  until  1905.  It  was  in  1905  that,  with  his 
two  brothers,  Louis  J.  and  Hugh  L.  Rogers,  he 
formed  a  co-partnership  under  the  name  of  Rogers 
Brothers  for  the  purpose  of  building  bridges  and 
doing  other  contract  work  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
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In  1914  they  discontinued  the  building  of  bridges, 
becoming,  instead,  the  pioneer  manufacturers  of 
heavy-duty  trailers,  the  principal  feature  of  which  was 
the  “rocking  axle,”  of  the  idea  for  which  Mr.  Rogers 
was  the  originator. 

This  special  feature  has  since  been  widely  copied, 
it  is  pointed  out  by  the  Rogers  interests,  a  fact  in 
which  they  find  a  source  of  great  satisfaction.  De¬ 
signed  to  carry  from  five  to  one  hundred-ton  loads, 
these  trailers  are  of  inestimable  value  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  world.  One  of  them,  it  is  claimed,  carried  what 
was  the  largest  load,  in  point  of  weight,  ever  put  on 
wheels — one  of  the  large  cylinders  used  in  tunnel 
construction  in  the  city  of  New  York,  weighing  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  tons.  The  average  freight 
car  tonnage,  according  to  the  “World’s  Almanac,” 
is  in  the  vicinity  of  forty-five  or  forty-six;  so  that 
it  may  be  readily  seen  what  a  tremendous  increase 
over  the  average  weight  this  figure  represented.  The 
Rogers  trailers  were  the  first  to  carry  huge  loads 
over  mountain  roads;  and  many  of  the  carriers  have 
been  sent  to  foreign  countries  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  In  fact,  the  trailer  is  being  used  throughout 
the  known  civilized  world.  The  business  has  been 
incorporated;  and  Mr.  Rogers  is  now  its  president. 
They  employ  about  seventy  workers,  have  30,000 
square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  also  use  a  private 
railroad  siding. 

Aside  from  his  labors  as  president  of  the  Rogers 
Brothers  Company,  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  leader  in  differ¬ 
ent  branches  of  civic  and  social  life.  During  the 
World  War  period,  he  served  his  country  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia,  where  he  did  special 
work  in  connection  with  trailers  and  took  his  full 
part  in  the  winning  of  the  war.  He  is  a  member 
of  several  prominent  organizations  in  the  Albion  com¬ 
munity,  including  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  a 
number  of  local  clubs,  in  all  of  which  he  has  for 
many  years  participated  most  helpfully.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His 
work  in  different  realms,  but  especially  his  labors  in 
connection  with  Rogers  Brothers,  have  caused  him 
to  be  associated,  in  the  thoughts  of  the  people,  with 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  great  community 
in  which  he  lives. 

Charles  A.  Rogers  married,  in  1895,  Caroline 
Hecker,  a  Pennsylvanian  and  a  daughter  of  Ignatius 
and  Caroline  Hecker,  both  deceased.  They  have  had 
children:  1.  Russell  J.,  who  married  Mary  Ray.  2. 
Florence  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edward 
Pfister;  they,  in  turn,  have  three  children,  two  girls 
and  one  boy.  3.  Francis  I.,  who  is  unmarried. 


WILLIAM  D.  DAVIES— Clerk  of  courts  for 
Washington  County,  William  D.  Davies,  who  has 
served  in  that  position  by  appointment  for  two  years, 
is  now  serving  his  first  elective  term  of  four  years. 
He  is  a  man  of  broad  business  and  executive  experi¬ 
ence  whose  record  in  office  assures  the  county  of  an 
able  and  efficient  administration  of  the  duties  of  his 
position. 

Mr.  Davies  was  born  at  McDonald,  Washington 
County,  on  November  27,  1880,  a  son  of  John  T. 
and  Margaret  Janet  (Williams)  Davies.  His  father, 
a  blacksmith  and  machinist,  was  born  at  Cardiff, 
Wales,  in  1849  and  died  in  January,  1919.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  in  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  in 
1859,  died  in  October,  1919. 

William  D.  Davies  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  McDonald  and  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  1896.  Then  for  a  year  and  a  half  he 
worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  local  dry  goods  store  and 


thereafter  became  connected  with  the  Consolidated 
Coal  and  Coke  Company  and  the  Robbins  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company  with  which  he  remained  until  1899. 
When  these  firms  were  merged  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  he  continued  with  that  concern  in  a 
clerical  capacity  until  1905.  From  1905  until  1909, 
Mr.  Davies  served  as  lumber  purchasing  agent  for 
the  company,  but  in  the  latter  year  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  P.  H.  Johnston,  forming  the  Johns- 
ton-Davies  Lumber  Company,  lumber  manufactur¬ 
ers  and  brokers  in  Pittsburgh.  This  connection  he 
continued  successfully  until  July,  1916,  when  he  with¬ 
drew  from  the  firm  and  carried  on  the  same  business 
independently  at  McDonald,  under  the  name  of  the 
Davies  Lumber  Company.  Mr.  Davies  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  his  company  until  January  1,  1930, 
when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  John  S.  Fisher 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  clerk  of  courts 
of  Washington  County.  In  the  elections  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1931,  he  was  elected  without  opposition  for  the 
full  four  year  term  beginning  January  1,  1932.  Mr. 
Davies’  success  in  building  up  his  own  business  is 
sufficient  indication  of  his  application  and  ability.  He 
entered  upon  his  career  in  public  life  with  the  full 
confidence  of  the  people  of  this  county  and  has  more 
than  justified  that  confidence  during  the  years  he  has 
served  as  clerk  of  courts. 

In  politics  a  strong  Republican,  Mr.  Davies  was 
elected  to  office  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  is  a 
well-known  figure  in  local  councils  of  his  party.  He 
is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Garfield  Lodge,  No.  604, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  McDonald,  and  in  this 
order  is  also  a  member  of  all  higher  bodies,  includ¬ 
ing  Darius  Chapter,  No.  294,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Mt.  Moriah  Council,  No.  2,  Royal  and  Select  Mas¬ 
ters;  Chartiers  Commandery,  No.  78,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  addition  Mr.  Davies 
is  a  member  and  vice-president  of  the  McDonald 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  member  and  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Free  Library  Association.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  served  on  the  McDonald  Borough 
Council,  and  he  was  formerly  a  member  and  secretary 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  McDonald.  He  has  been  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  church  for  many  years. 

On  November  6,  1910,  William  D.  Davies  married 
Gail  A.  Crites,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Samuel  R.  and  Phoebe  (Messenger) 
Crites.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  John  T., 
born  on  October  16,  1911,  now  a  student  at  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College.  Mr.  Davies  maintains  his 
residence  at  McDonald.  His  offices  are  in  the  County 
Courthouse  at  Washington. 


JOHN  W.  OAKES  — A  familiar  figure  in  the  finan¬ 
cial  and  business  circles  of  Hollidaysburg,  Blair 
County,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  John  W.  Oakes  has  won  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens  for  his  achievements  and  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  welfare  and  development  of  the 
town.  He  was  born  in  Delaware  Township,  North¬ 
umberland  County,  February  9,  1881,  son  of  James 
Bruce  and  Rachel  (Beard)  Oakes.  His  father,  a 
lifelong  farmer,  was  born  in  Northumberland  County 
in  1884,  and  died  in  1916.  His  mother  was  born  at 
McEwensville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1850,  and  lived  until 
1921. 

John  W.  Oakes  received  the  rudiments  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Northumberland  County, 
later  graduating  from  the  McEwensville  Academy. 
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He  had  little  taste  for  agriculture,  although  his  life 
on  the  farm  probably  gave  him  the  strong  consti¬ 
tution  and  fertile  mind  which  made  for  a  successful 
career.  School  days  over,  Mr.  Oakes  went  to  work 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  first  as  telegrapher 
and  later  as  telegrapher-dispatcher,  and  as  such  con¬ 
tinued  from  1901  to  1914.  In  the  latter  year  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  appointment  of  assistant  deputy  comp¬ 
troller  of  Blair  County,  under  T.  W.  Tobias,  serving 
until  1918.  America’s  participation  in  the  World  War 
brought  a  change  in  his  life  and  career,  as  it  did 
to  so  many  other  young  men.  As  an  accountant  with 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  he  spent  a 
year  overseas,  chiefly  in  France.  Upon  his  return  to 
the  United  States  he  came  back  to  Hollidaysburg  and 
became  associated  with  the  Citizens’  National  Bank 
as  assistant  cashier.  Here  his  gifts  of  mind  and  of 
personality  have  been  of  great  service,  and  his  sound 
sense  and  flair  for  figures  bid  fair  to  make  him  one 
of  the  prominent  bankers  of  the  city. 

Business  engages  but  a  part  of  Mr.  Oakes’  inter¬ 
est  and  activities.  A  staunch  Republican,  he  is  a 
valued  worker  in  the  campaigns  of  the  party.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Portage  Lodge,  No.  220, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  was  elected  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  is  an  enthusiastic 
proponent  of  Hollidaysburg’s  beauty,  importance  and 
future  greatness.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member  and 
active  in  its  work. 

John  W.  Oakes,  in  1907,  married  Mary  Lotz,  of 
Hollidaysburg,  daughter  of  E.  M.  and  Flora  (Lind¬ 
sey)  Lotz,  members  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakes  are  the  parents 
of  a  son,  William,  born  May  2,  1915,  now  a  student 
in  the  local  high  school. 


JOHN  R.  BASSLER — By  profession  an  account¬ 
ant  Mr.  Bassler  is  especially  well  qualified  to  hold  his 
present  position,  that  of  county  controller.  For  he  not 
only  possesses  the  requisite  professional  training,  but 
has  also  had  many  years  of  valuable  experience  as 
deputy  county  controller  and  in  other  public  offices. 
Both  at  the  county  seat,  Hollidaysburg,  and  at  Roar¬ 
ing  Spring,  where  he  has  long  made  his  home,  Mr. 
Bassler  is  very  popular,  his  popularity  resulting  partly 
from  his  success  as  a  public  official  and  partly  from 
his  pleasing  personality.  His  long  service  in  public 
office  represents  an  important  contribution  to  civic 
progress  and  to  the  development  and  prosperity  of 
Blair  County. 

John  R.  Bassler  was  born  in  South  Woodbury 
Township,  near  the  borough  of  Woodbury,  Bedford 
County,  May  13,  1892,  a  son  of  David  M.  and  Libbie 
(Replogle)  Bassler.  His  father,  who  was  born  at 
Woodbury,  Bedford  County,  and  who  was  a  farmer, 
died  in  December,  1908,  while  his  mother,  who  was 
born  near  New  Enterprise,  Bedford  County,  died  in 
October,  1924.  Having  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  township,  Mr.  Bassler 
later  attended  several  summer  terms  of  the  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  at  New  Enterprise  and  in  1910  entered 
Juniata  College  at  Huntingdon,  where  he  pursued  the 
course  in  accounting  then  known  as  the  Juniata  busi¬ 
ness  course.  He  was  graduated  from  that  institution 
in  1912,  with  the  distinction  of  being  president  of  his 
class.  In  the  following  year  he  took  a  special  course 
in  accounting  at  the  Pennsylvania  Business  School  in 
Lancaster.  After  the  completion  of  this  course  Mr. 
Bassler  went  to  Johnstown,  where  he  entered  the 
offices  of  the  Cambria  Steel  Company,  now  part  of  the 


Bethlehem  Steel  Company.  He  continued  with  this 
company  in  a  clerical  capacity  for  several  years.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  he  came  to  Blair  County  and 
settled  at  Roaring  Spring.  Soon  afterwards  he  be¬ 
came  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Blair  County  com¬ 
missioners  at  the  county  seat,  Hollidaysburg.  This 
was  early  in  1917,  and  Mr.  Bassler  continued  as 
assistant  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  of  Blair  County  until  the  first  Monday 
in  January,  1922.  On  that  date  he  was  appointed 
deputy  county  controller  of  Blair  County,  which  post 
he  held  until  July  15,  1931,  when  he  was  appointed 
controller  to  succeed  Hon.  M.  T.  Beringer,  who  had 
resigned.  Later  in  1931  Mr.  Bassler  was  elected  to 
a  full  term  in  this  office  and  on  January  1,  1932,  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  of  county  controller 
for  this  term,  to  end  in  1936.  He  has  long  been  one 
of  the  best  known,  most  popular  and  most  highly  re¬ 
spected  county  officials.  He  has  also  served  for  twelve 
years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  Roaring  Spring  and 
for  a  long  time  was  borough  secretary.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Junior  Order,  United  American  Mechanics; 
Patriotic  Order,  Sons  of  America;  Lodge  No.  59,  and 
the  Encampment,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
Woodbury  Lodge,  No.  539,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  Harrisburg  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  politics  he  is  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Bassler  married,  in  1913,  Edith  Getz  Brum¬ 
baugh,  a  native  of  the  Roaring  Spring  section  of 
Blair  County  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  P.  and  Delilah 
(Potter)  Brumbaugh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bassler,  who 
make  their  home  at  No.  512  East  Main  Street,  Roar¬ 
ing  Spring,  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Phyl¬ 
lis  Louise,  born  in  April,  1915.  2.  John  R.,  born  in 

November,  1921.  Mr.  Bassler’s  offices  are  in  the 
county  courthouse  at  Hollidaysburg. 


ADIE  KING  WISE — For  almost  four  decades 
Mr.  Wise  has  been  connected  with  the  Altoona  shops 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  during  this  long 
period  he  has  gained  alike  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  superiors  and  the  liking  and  trust  of  his  fellow- 
workers.  He  has  also  long  been  active  in  public  life 
and  for  the  last  few  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  Harrisburg.  In  this 
capacity  he  represents  most  ably  and  effectively  the 
interests  of  his  home  community,  where  he  enjoys 
wide  popularity.  In  his  quiet  way  Mr.  Wise  has 
worked  earnestly  for  the  welfare  of  Altoona  and  has 
done  much  to  further  its  growth  and  progress. 

Adie  King  Wise  was  born  at  Reservoir  Station, 
Blair  County,  September  7,  1874,  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  J.  (Walls)  Wise,  both  natives  of  Canoe  Creek, 
Blair  County.  His  father,  who  was  during  his  earlier 
life  a  boatman  on  the  old  Pennsylvania  Canal  and 
later  a  farmer,  died  in  1893,  his  mother  in  1899.  Mr. 
Wise  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
region  and  then  engaged  in  farming,  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  came  to 
Altoona  and  became  connected  with  the  machine  shop 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  Starting  as  a 
shop  hand,  he  is  still  connected  with  the  shops,  where 
he  has  been  for  many  years  a  machinist.  From  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1916,  until  July,  1927,  Mr.  Wise  was  connected 
with  the  Pennsylvania  State  Department  of  Labor 
and  Industry  at  Harrisburg,  while  this  department  was 
headed  by  Hon.  John  Price  Jackson.  In  1930  he  was 
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elected  to  the  State  House  of  Representatives  for  a 
term  of  two  years  and  in  that  capacity  served  very 
effectively  at  the  special  session  of  the  House.  In 
politics  he  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  of  the  men’s  Bible  class  of  which  he  is 
president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Wise  married,  in  1894,  Anna  C.  Frazier,  of 
Reservoir  Station,  Blair  County,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Clara  (Ulery)  Frazier.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wise,  who 
make  their  home  at  No.  2512  Dysart  Avenue,  Altoona, 
had  four  children,  all  now  deceased :  Hester  C.,  Mil¬ 
dred  and  Edna,  and  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy. 


ROBERT  J.  PUDERBAUGH— A  native  of  Al¬ 
toona  and  a  man  who  has  substantially  contributed  to 
the  well-being  of  his  city,  Robert  J.  Puderbaugh  has 
served  well,  in  public  life,  the  people  of  Blair  County 
and  this  region  of  Pennsylvania.  He  has  held  a  num¬ 
ber  of  public  positions  of  importance,  including  that 
of  first  assistant  district  attorney  of  his  county ;  and 
his  services  to  his  fellow-citizens  have  been  such  as 
to  distinguish  him  among  men. 

Mr.  Puderbaugh  was  born  on  February  5,  1890,  in 
Altoona,  son  of  David  C.  and  Mary  J.  (Fagan) 
Puderbaugh.  His  father,  born  in  Martinsburg,  Blair 
County,  was  a  merchant  until  his  death,  on  October 
11,  1931.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Altoona,  died  on 
September  20,  1931.  In  the  public  schools  of  this 
city,  Robert  J.  Puderbaugh  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  was  graduated  from  Altoona  High  School 
in  1909.  In  the  autumn  of  that  same  year,  he  entered 
the  Dickinson  School  of  Law,  where  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1912  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania. 
Then,  going  to  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  he  was  engaged 
in  legal  work  for  a  period  of  four  years.  At  about 
that  time  the  United  States  became  a  party  to  the 
World  War;  and  he  entered  the  officers’  training 
camp,  being  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  and 
assigned  to  the  41st  Division,  an  infantry  body.  He 
was  in  the  service  for  a  total  period  of  twenty-nine 
months,  fourteen  of  which  he  spent  overseas. 

Returning,  at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  to  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Puderbaugh  came  once  more  to 
Altoona,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Blair 
County  in  March,  1920.  Immediately  he  set  up  an 
office  in  this  city,  where  he  has  since  been  practicing 
his  profession.  In  May,  1928,  District  Attorney  Gilbert 
named  Mr.  Puderbaugh  second  assistant  district  at¬ 
torney;  and,  in  August,  1931,  upon  the  death  of  Frank 
G.  Fisher,  he  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  first  assistant. 

In  this  office  he  has  served  well,  as  has,  indeed,  been 
the  case  in  all  his  work  in  many  fields.  But  he  has 
by  no  means  confined  his  interests  to  a  single  phase  of 
Altoona  or  Pennsylvania  life.  For  he  is  interested  in 
the  programs  of  many  important  organizations  and 
groups  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  is  himself  associated 
with  a  number  of  public-spirited  movements.  His 
political  views  are  those  of  the  Republican  party,  of 
whose  principles  he  is  a  staunch  and  ardent  supporter. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and 
the  American  Legion,  as  well  as  of  the  Sigma  Chi 
Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days.  His 
church  is  St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Lake- 
mont ;  and  he  is  affiliated  also  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  His  interest  and  active  participation  have 
been  responsible  for  the  success  of  more  than  one 
worthy  project,  and  so  have  endeared  him  to  many  of 
his  fellowmen  in  widely  varying  walks  of  life.  In  his 


leisure  time,  he  is  fond  of  outdoor  recreational  pur¬ 
suits,  especially  the  game  of  golf,  which  affords  him 
great  delight  when  the  pressure  of  professional  and 
and  civic  duty  is  not  too  great  to  permit  his  playing. 

Robert  J.  Puderbaugh  married,  on  October  1,  1925, 
Eliza  J.  Hess,  of  Fulton  County,  Pennsylvania,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Mary  J.  ( Weingardner)  Hess.  By 
this  marriage  there  have  been  two  children :  k  Robert 
J.,  born  May  30,  1927.  2.  Mary  J.,  born  August  3, 

1928.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  206 
Aldrich  Avenue,  Altoona. 


HON.  THOMAS  JACKSON  BALDRIGE— As 

a  member  of  bench  and  bar,  the  Hon.  Thomas  Jack- 
son  Baldrige  has  richly  contributed  to  the  well-being 
of  his  native  community  and  State.  A  resident  of 
Hollidaysburg,  Blair  County,  he  is  serving  as  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  a  position  in 
which  he  has  rendered  outstanding  service  to  his 
fellowmen,  so  winning  their  warm  esteem  and  respect. 

Mr.  Baldrige  was  born  on  April  5,  1872,  in  Holli¬ 
daysburg,  son  of  Howard  Malcolm  and  Laura  (Mat- 
tern)  Baldrige  and  member  of  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  this  State.  At  Andover  Academy,  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  he  received  his  earliest  formal  educa¬ 
tion,  later  becoming  a  student  at  Bucknell  University. 
Since  that  time  Bucknell  University  has  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Civil 
Law  in  honor  of  his  achievements  in  the  professional 
world  and  in  public  life. 

He  began  his  active  practice  of  law  in  1895,  the 
year  of  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania,  per¬ 
forming  his  first  work  in  his  profession  at  Hollidays¬ 
burg,  his  native  community.  After  a  number  of  years 
of  useful  service  in  the  legal  world,  Mr.  Baldrige 
was  appointed,  on  January  13,  1910,  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas;  and  in  1911,  and  again  in 
1921,  he  was  elected  to  this  same  judgeship  by  his 
constituency.  From  1927  to  1929  he  served  as  Attor¬ 
ney-General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  having  re¬ 
ceived  his  appointment  to  that  office  from  Governor 
Fisher.  It  was  on  January  18,  1929,  that  he  was  named 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State,  his  term  to 
expire  on  January  1,  1940.  His  labors  in  this  con¬ 
nection  have  been  highly  worth  while,  for  he  has  con¬ 
ducted  the  affairs  that  have  come  before  him  for 
adjudication  with  the  fairness  and  impartiality  of 
spirit  that  are  traditionally  associated  with  the  bench ; 
and  it  is  predicted  for  him  by  his  friends  and  by  those 
who  have  occasion  to  observe  his  work  most  inti¬ 
mately  that  he  has  before  him  many  years  of  useful¬ 
ness  and  service  in  his  public  life. 

Different  honors  have  come  to  Mr.  Baldrige  from 
time  to  time,  distinguishing  him  as  a  man  to  whom 
others  turn  in  need  for  help  and  advice.  On  October 
14,  1915,  he  was  appointed  one  of  three  commissioners 
whose  duty  it  was  to  codify  and  revise  the  laws  per¬ 
taining  to  decedents’  estates.  In  addition  to  his  purely 
professional  work,  too,  Judge  Baldrige  serves  as  a 
trustee  of  Bucknell  University,  his  alma  mater,  and 
of  Highland  Hall,  an  educational  institution  at  Holli¬ 
daysburg.  He  is  a  member  of  such  important  bodies 
as  the  American  Law  Institute,  the  American  Bar 
Association,  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a  staunch  Baptist; 
and  politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

Also  active  in  a  number  of  clubs  and  social  groups, 
Judge  Baldrige  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Club  and  the  Penn  Athletic  Club,  both  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  the  Harrisburg  Country  Club  and  the  Blair- 
mont  Country  Club.  Each  of  these  organizations  has 
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in  some  way  gained  from  his  activities  in  its  behalf, 
with  the  result  that  he  is  esteemed  and  respected  in 
his  community  and  State  as  are  few  men,  and  is  in  a 
position  of  unusual  leadershp. 

Judge  Thomas  Jackson  Baldrige  married,  on  April 
18,  1917,  Anna  Dean,  of  Hollidaysburg,  where  the 
family  residence  is  located  at  No.  620  Allegheny 
Street. 


HON.  WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH— Business 
and  public  life  received,  over  a  period  of  many  years, 
the  attention  and  participation  of  the  Hon.  William 
B.  Meredith,  of  Kittanning,  who  was  long  active  in 
the  affairs  of  his  city  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  A  native  of  Kittanning,  he  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  its  people  and  their  special  char¬ 
acteristics  and  needs,  and  so  it  was  that  he  held 
their  very  high  respect  and  admiration.  Integrity 
and  soundness  of  judgment  combined,  in  him,  with  a 
native  intelligence  and  a  desire  to  consider  the  points 
of  view  of  others,  to  make  of  him  a  most  useful 
public  figure;  and  he  was  at  the  same  time  loved  for 
his  kindly  and  generous  qualities  of  character  and  for 
his  pleasant  personality.  His  life  was,  truly,  as 
finely  lived  as  his  career  was  of  value  to  those  around 
him;  and  his  death  caused  widespread  sorrow. 

Mr.  Meredith  was  born  in  Kittanning,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  September  17,  1839,  son  of  the  Hon.  Jona¬ 
than  and  Caroline  (McKee)  Meredith.  His  father 
served  for  three  terms  as  prothonotary  of  Armstrong 
County,  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day.  The 
Hon.  William  B.  Meredith,  of  this  review,  received 
his  early  education  in  the  Kittanning  and  Elders 
Ridge  academies,  and  later  attended  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  i860.  He  al¬ 
ways  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  for 
years  was  one  of  the  Republican  leaders  of  his 
county.  In  1884  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
State  Senate,  and  reelected  for  three  terms,  and  he 
was  often  chosen  a  delegate  to  State  conventions  of 
his  party. 

A  leader,  too,  in  business  and  financial  circles,  Mr. 
Meredith  was  for  many  years  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Armstrong  Water  Company;  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the  Safe  Deposit  and 
Title  Guaranty  Company,  as  well  as  vice-president 
of  the  National  Kittanning  Bank.  To  these  enter¬ 
prises  he  ever  contributed  of  his  best  energies  and 
abilities. 

He  did  not,  however,  confine  his  interests  to  busi¬ 
ness  alone;  for  he  was  among  the  foremost  partici¬ 
pants,  in  his  community,  in  social  and  fraternal  life. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  members,  for 
instance,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  not  only 
in  Kittanning,  but  in  the  wider  realm  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  His  affiliations  were 
with  the  Kittanning  Lodge;  Orient  Chapter  and  Kit¬ 
tanning  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Pittsburgh 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Pennsylvania  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  the 
Supreme  Council  of  thirty-third  degree  Masons  of 
Pennsylvania.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  had 
been  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  an  office  that 
he  still  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Meredith’s 
religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
his  parish  having  been  the  First  Presbyterian,  of 
Kittanning.  In  all  his  labors,  which  extended  into 
many  and  varied  realms  of  life,  he  put  his  best  ener¬ 
gies  and  his  fullest  measure  of  enthusiasm,  with  the 
result  that  he  was  esteemed  and  loved  by  those  who 
knew  him  in  all  walks  of  life. 


William  B.  Meredith  married,  on  June  23,  1868, 
Eliza  N.,  youngest  daughter  of  Alex  Colwell,  now 
deceased.  He  was  survived  by  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Clayland,  wife  of  Dr.  Clayland,  and  by  one 
granddaughter,  Margaret  M.  Clayland. 

The  death  of  the  Hon.  William  B.  Meredith  came 
on  May  17,  1924,  and  was  a  cause  of  deep  and  last¬ 
ing  grief  among  his  fellowmen  and  all  who  knew  him. 
For  he  had  contributed  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
civic  well-being  of  his  community  and  State,  as  well 
as  to  the  work  of  a  large  number  of  organizations; 
and  his  labors  entitled  him  to  a  place  of  permanency 
in  the  records  of  men,  yas  the  character  of  his  life 
made  him  deserving  of  i.  similar  place  in  the  treasured 
memories  of  their  minds  and  hearts. 


G.  WAYNE  BROWN— Editor  and  publisher  of 

the  “Butler  County  Record,”  operator  of  a  job  print¬ 
ing  plant  in  connection  with  the  paper,  and  for  many 
years  well  known  in  the  mechanical  and  business  de¬ 
partments  of  the  publishing  trade,  G.  Wayne  Brown 
is  one  of  the  well-known  men  of  the  county,  and 
makes  his  residence  in  Butler. 

Native  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Brown  was  born  at  Leland, 
January  3,  1885.  He  is  a  son  of  Eli  L.  and  Jennie 
(Ball)  Brown,  the  latter  a  native  of  Hazlet  Park, 
Michigan.  Mrs.  Brown  died  in  1900.  Mr.  Brown, 
who  was  born  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York,  spent  a 
number  of  years  as  an  educator.  Later  he  was  with 
the  post  office  department  as  mail  dispatcher.  His 
death  occurred  on  July  7,  1915.  G.  Wayne  Brown 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Lake  City,  Michigan; 
graduated  from  high  school  there  in  1903,  and  worked 
as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade,  first  with 
the  “Alma  Record,”  at  Alma,  Michigan,  owned  and 
operated  by  his  uncle,  Charles  F.  Brown.  With  his 
uncle,  he  spent  five  years.  In  that  time  he  mastered 
composition  and  presswork  and  gained  a  good  idea, 
also,  of  the  business  end  of  printing.  He  next 
went  with  the  Speaker-Hines  Printing  Company  of 
Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  spent  two  years.  Then 
followed  four  years  during  which  he  worked  at  the 
interesting  post  of  ship’s  printer,  aboard  the  ships 
of  the  United  States  Navy.  The  post  called  for  a 
quick  and  accurate  knowledge  of  printing  in  all  its 
branches ;  it  called  for  accurate  work  under  difficul¬ 
ties  ;  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Brown  distinguished  him¬ 
self  at  such  a  difficult  place  for  four  years  is  an 
attestation  of  his  ableness  in  the  trade. 

Leaving  the  water,  Mr.  Brown  purchased  the 
“Breckenridge  American,”  at  Breckenridge,  Michigan. 
He  ran  this  paper  two  years.  In  1913  he  took  a  place 
with  the  Kutztown  Publishing  Company,  with  which 
he  remained  connected  until  1923,  as  superintendent. 
Then  for  three  years,  1923-26,  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  printing  department  of  A.  Pomerantz  and  Com¬ 
pany  of  Philadelphia.  For  two  years,  subsequently, 
he  was  then  in  Kutztown,  and  on  January  1,  1928, 
purchased  the  business  he  now  controls. 

The  “Butler  County  Record”  is  a  weekly  publica¬ 
tion,  appearing  every  Thursday,  with  a  circulation  of 
3,200.  It  was  founded  in  1877,  by  Charles  Herr,  who 
continued  it  until  1920,  at  which  time  it  was  sold  to 
John  C.  Dight,  now  Deputy  secretary  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Internal  Affairs  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Dight  continued  the  paper  until  1928  and  its 
sale  to  Mr.  Brown,  who,  as  head  of  one  of  the  oldest 
papers  in  the  county,  has  given  it  a  good  editorial  and 
business  administration.  Skilled  craftsman,  apprecia¬ 
tive  of  the  best  in  print,  he  has  caused  the  “Record” 
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to  be  a  model  of  typography,  and  his  jobbing  depart¬ 
ment  is  well  known  for  the  quality  of  work  turned  out. 

His  duties  with  the  newspaper  and  job  printing 
work  require  nearly  all  of  Mr.  Brown’s  active  hours, 
and  yet  he  finds  occasion  to  pursue  a'  wide  range  of 
activities  in  the  general  field  of  affairs  as  a  leading 
citizen  of  Butler.  A  Republican,  he  holds  a  consider¬ 
able  influence  in  the  party,  and  civically  is  sought  after 
for  his  support  of  worth  while  projects  by  members 
of  both  major  parties.  He  belongs  to  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Butler  Country 
Club  and  is  a  director  of  the  American  Automobile 
Association.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  377,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Reading 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  with  Syria  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  is  a  member  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
is  a  communicant  and  councilman  of  the  First  Eng¬ 
lish  Lutheran  Church.  His  favorite  outdoor  recrea¬ 
tion  is  golf. 

Mr.  Brown  is  married  and  the  father  of  three 
children  :  Edward,  Ivan,  and  Julia. 


HON.  THOMAS  W.  WATSON —  As  lawyer, 
public  servant  and  judge,  the  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Watson,  of  Butler,  has  faithfully  served  this,  his 
native  city  and  his  appointment  by  Governor  Gifford 
Pinchot  as  president  judge  of  the  Butler  County 
Court  came  as  a  fitting  reward  for  his  previous 
labors.  For,  in  their  highest  sense,  rewards  cannot 
but  be  in  the  form  of  increased  responsibilities,  proof 
of  ability  bringing  new  duties  and  opportunities  for 
service. 

Judge  Watson  was  born  on  April  11,  1876,  at  But¬ 
ler,  son  of  William  and  Julia  (Marshall)  Watson. 
His  father,  born  in  Winfield  Township,  Butler 
County,  April  19,  1850,  was  for  many  years  a  mer¬ 
chant  at  Sarver,  this  county;  he  died  in  1904.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Erie,  this  State,  in  1852,  and 
died  on  September  29,  1929.  They  had  five  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

In  the  schools  of  Butler  and  later  at  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant  Academy,  Thomas  W.  Watson  received  his  early 
education;  and  then,  working  at  night  in  Pittsburgh 
in  order  to  finance  his  advanced  education,  he  studied 
at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  for  three  years.  Until 
1906,  he  was  employed  with  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Company  as  a  clerk  in  their  Federal  Street 
offices,  in  Pittsburgh;  but  in  that  year  he  came  to 
Butler,  entering  here  the  law  office  of  J.  D.  Mar¬ 
shall  as  a  student,  and  so  continuing  until  his  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  bar  on  June  4,  1907.  He  then  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Marshall  and  Watson, 
which,  in  1909,  replaced  the  former  law  firm  of  J. 
D.  Marshall.  Since  that  time  this  partnership  has 
successfully  functioned  in  the  professional  world, 
while  Mr.  Watson’s  place  in  his  community  has 
become  steadily  of  greater  importance  to  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

In  1923  he  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Butler 
County,  an  office  in  which  he  served  for  four  years. 
But  a  still  greater  office  was  destined  to  be  his;  for, 
on  January  26,  1932,  he  was  appointed  president  judge 
of  the  county  by  Governor  Pinchot  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  James  O.  Campbell, 
his  term  expiring  in  January,  1934. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Watson  has  been  a  con¬ 
sistent  Republican.  He  has  also  been  active  in  a 
variety  of  Butler  affairs,  being  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commerce.  A  United  Presbyterian  in  his 


religious  faith,  and  a  member  of  the  session  of  his 
denomination,  he  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
religious  activities  in  this  region,  and  has  been  a 
regular  supporter  of  worth  while  projects  in  his 
parish.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Butler  Country  Club,  and  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  being  affiliated,  in  the  Masonic  Order,  with 
Lodge  No.  272. 

Member  of  an  old  family  of  Revolutionary  stock, 
Judge  Watson  has  held  to  their  noble  traditions. 
One  of  his  forebears,  Thomas  Watson,  born  in  Ire¬ 
land  in  1759,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
as  a  private  in  Captain  McGowan's  company  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bicker;  enlisted  at  Middletown, 
Pennsylvania;  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  at 
Brandywine  and  confined  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
on  a  British  ship,  until  he  finally  made  his  escape; 
and  died  in  1845.  Another  ancestor,  John  Davis,  en¬ 
listed  in  the  army  at  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey, 
under  Colonel  Oliver  Spencer  Holmes,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Captain  Pierson’s  company,  in  1776,  and 
served  throughout  the  war;  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Brandywine,  Germantown,  Monmouth, 
White  Marsh,  Connecticut  Farms,  and  Short  Hills, 
and  died  in  1841.  The  children  of  these  two  fore¬ 
bears,  James  Watson  and  Mary  Davis,  were  mar¬ 
ried,  and  lived  in  Clinton  Township,  James  volunteer¬ 
ing  for  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  Judge  Thomas 
W.  Watson,  of  this  review,  also  served  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  forces  of  his  country,  having  been  engaged  in 
the  Spanish-American  War  from  April  1,  1898,  to 
February  1,  1899,  with  Company  E  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry. 

In  all  his  many  activities,  Judge  Watson  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  proven  his  abilities  for  leadership;  and  his 
high  standing  in  Butler  and  in  his  county  and  State 
is  proof  of  the  confidence  that  his  fellow-citizens 
repose  in  him.  In  his  work  on  the  bench,  he  has 
maintained  the  dignity  of  the  noble  calling  of  judge- 
ship,  treating  with  fairness  and  impartiality  the  dis¬ 
putes  and  altercations  that  come  to  his  attention. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Watson  married,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  26,  1927,  Mrs.  Mazie  (Crail)  Atwell,  of  Butler, 
daughter  of  William  and  Louise  (Bickle)  Crail.  By 
adoption  there  have  been  two  children:  1.  William 
D.  Atwell,  who  is  attending  (1932)  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  is  a  student  in  the  law 
school.  2.  Nancy  Louise  Atwell,  a  graduate  of 
the  Emerson  School  of  Expression,  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

When  not  engaged  in  the  performance  of  duty, 
Judge  Watson  is  interested  in  outdoor  life,  finding 
here  his  favorite  recreations.  He  especially  enjoys 
riding. 


WILLIAM  RUSH  HOCKENBERRY,  M.  D. 

— In  professional  and  public  life,  William  Rush 
Hockenberry,  M.  D.,  has  faithfully  and  effectively 
served  his  community  of  Slippery  Rock  and  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is  a  native  son.  His 
public  service  has  extended  into  education,  legisla¬ 
tive  work,  and  many  different  branches  of  civic  life, 
bringing  him  the  high  esteem  and  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated  or  who  have  been 
privileged  to  know  him. 

Dr.  Hockenberry  was  born  on  January  30,  1867, 
near  West  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  William 
A.  and  Frances  E.  (Cowan)  Hockenberry.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Cherry  Township,  Butler  County, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  until  his  death  in  1882; 
and  the  mother,  born  in  Slippery  Rock,  Butler 
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County,  died  in  1919.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living.  The  Hocken- 
berrys  and  the  Cowans  are  both  old  and  honored 
families,  Dr.  Hockenberry’s  grandfather  on  the  ma¬ 
ternal  side  of  the  house,  Mathias  Cowan,  having 
come,  in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
from  Westmoreland  County  to  Butler  County.  His 
father,  Dr.  Hockenberry’s  great-grandfather,  served 
in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  Hocken- 
berrys  are  of  German,  the  Cowans  of  Irish  descent, 
and  represent  time-honored  Pennsylvania  stock. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community  and 
at  West  Sunbury  Academy,  William  Rush  Hocken- 
berry  received  his  early  education,  being  graduated 
from  the  academy  in  1892.  He  then  studied  at  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,  where,  in  1897,  he  took  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Becoming  a  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  Butler  County,  he  so  continued  for 
six  3' ears;  and  since  1897  he  has  been  continuously 
engaged  in  medical  practice  in  this  region.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Butler  County  Medical  Society, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association;  and  in  his  general 
practice  of  his  profession,  he  has  rendered  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  service  to  his  fellowmen.  Adding 
post-graduate  studies  to  his  previous  preparation  for 
his  profession,  he  was  a  student  for  a  time  in  New 
York  City,  afterward  returning  to  Slippery  Rock 
to  continue  his  medical  work. 

Along  with  his  activities  as  a  practitioner  of  medi¬ 
cine,  which  have  been  most  useful  from  the  outset 
of  his  career,  Dr.  Hockenberry  has  fulfilled  to  a 
remarkable  degree  his  obligations  as  a  citizen.  In 
1904  and  1905  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Legislature,  a  position  in  which  he 
proved  himself  a  most  useful  member  of  society.  At 
one  time  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  council 
of  Slippery  Rock,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
was  on  the  local  school  board.  He  is  also  a  trustee 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers’  College,  at  Slip¬ 
pery  Rock,  having  so  functioned  for  many  years.  His 
political  party  is  the  Republican ;  his  church,  the 
Presbyterian;  and  his  chief  fraternal  connection,  with 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he 
belongs  to  Grove  City  Lodge  No.  603;  New  Castle 
Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ; 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  the  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar,  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania.  During 
the  World  War  period,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
public  safety  committee  and  the  draft  board  at  But¬ 
ler,  as  well  as  one  of  the  medical  examiners.  He 
has  also  served  as  examiner  for  a  number  of  life 
insurance  companies.  Into  all  his  work  and  his  many 
activities,  Dr.  Hockenberry  has  regularly  put  his 
best  energies;  and  the  confidence  that  his  fellow- 
citizens  repose  in  him  today  is  ample  testimonial 
to  his  public  spirit  and  soundness  of  judgment. 

Dr.  William  Rush  Hockenberry  married,  in  1892, 
Cora  Hindman,  who  lived  near  West  Sunbury, 
daughter  of  J.  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Douglas)  Hind¬ 
man.  To  them  have  been  born  four  children:  1. 
William  Roy,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Slippery 
Rock  State  Teachers’  College,  and  is  now  professor 
in  the  Wharton  School  of  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  of  which  he  is  also  a  graduate.  During  the 
World  War  he  served  in  the  ordnance  department  of 
the  United  States  Army,  receiving  the  commission  of 
first  lieutenant.  2.  Scott  H.,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers’  College,  at  Slip¬ 
pery  Rock,  and  the  Evans  Dental  School  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  practicing  den¬ 
tistry  in  Philadelphia.  3.  Elizabeth,  who  also  is  a 


graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers’  Col¬ 
lege,  at  Slippery  Rock,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing.  4.  Cecil  R.,  likewise  a  graduate  of  the  Slippery 
Rock  Teachers’  College,  who  has  taken  up  teaching 
for  his  life’s  work. 


BENSON  EDWIN  TAYLOR— Banker,  busi¬ 
ness  executive  and  man  of  affairs,  Benson  Edwin 
Taylor  has  many  interests  in  various  parts  of  the 
East  and  Middle  West.  His  activities,  however,  are 
chiefly  centered  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Citizens  Banking  and  Trust  Company 
of  Brockway,  Jefferson  County,  and  where,  as  a 
member  of  Governor  Fisher’s  cabinet,  he  success¬ 
fully  completed  the  greatest  building  program  ever 
undertaken  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Hodgdon, 
Maine,  on  January  31,  1862,  son  of  George  W.  and 
Eleanor  Taylor.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  lum¬ 
berman,  and  the  boy  in  his  early  years  assisted  in  the 
duties  connected  with  the  operation  of  the  home  farm, 
attending  local  public  schools  when  they  were  in 
session.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  however,  he  left  home 
to  seek  larger  opportunities,  and  at  the  time  came 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  man¬ 
ufacture  of  lumber  for  about  five  years.  Later  he 
entered  the  mercantile  field,  to  which  he  devoted 
himself  successfully  for  some  twenty-five  years,  and 
then  became  largely  interested  in  coal  enterprises  and 
in  banking.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Citizens 
Banking  and  Trust  Company  of  Brockway,  and  of 
the  Union  Banking  and  Trust  Company  of  DuBois, 
both  sound  and  solidly  established  institutions  which 
have  benefited  greatly  through  his  guidance. 

In  recent  years,  Mr.  Taylor  has  devoted  much  of 
his  energy  to  the  building  of  the  Buffalo-Pittsburgh 
Highway,  which  connects  the  second  largest  city  in 
the  Keystone  State  with  the  second  largest  city  in  the 
Empire  State.  He  is  president  of  the  organization  known 
as  the  Buffalo-Pittsburgh  Highway  Association,  and 
his  efforts  have  been  a  decisive  factor  in  advancing 
the  projected  highway.  Mr.  Taylor  also  has  many 
interests  in  oil  and  associated  industries  in  the  Middle 
West,  and  in  the  clay  and  sewer  pipe  business  through¬ 
out  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  State.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Eastern  Clay  Products  Company, 
with  offices  in  Rochester  and  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
of  the  Peerless  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  with  offices 
in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  and  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  been  an  active  Republican  for  many 
years,  and  has  been  very  prominent  in  councils  of  his 
party  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  an  alternate  delegate 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention  of  1916,  and 
in  1928  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  of 
his  party  which  nominated  Herbert  Hoover  for  the 
Presidency.  Meanwhile,  however,  on  January  18, 
1927,  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  property  and 
supplies  for  Pennsylvania  by  Governor  John  S. 
Fisher,  an  office,  which,  under  his  re-organization  of 
the  department,  became  the  outstanding  position  in 
the  Governor’s  cabinet.  Mr.  Taylor,  as  secretary 
undertook  to  supervise  a  building  program  which  is 
by  far  the  greatest  ever  attempted  by  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  probably  greater  than 
any  other  State  has  ever  attempted.  Spending  in  two 
years’  time  approximately  $43,000,000  in  building 
alone,  Mr.  Taylor  successfully  completed  all  projects 
within  the  appropriation  and  returned  about  $3,000,- 
000  to  the  general  fund.  This  record  has  never  been 
matched  by  any  other  State  official,  and  it  reflects 
the  greatest  personal  credit  upon  Mr.  Taylor  for  his 
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able  administration  of  highly  responsible  duties,  as 
well  as  upon  the  State  which  he  served. 

Aside  from  his  other  connections,  Mr.  Taylor  is  an 
active  Mason.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  at 
Ridgway,  Elk  County,  and  of  the  various  higher 
bodies  of  both  York  and  Scottish  Rite,  including 
the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Council,  Royal 
Select  Masters;  the  Commandery  of  the  Knights 
Templars  at  Ridgway,  of  which  he  is  Past  Eminent 
Commander;  and  the  Consistory,  at  Pittsburgh,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  has  held  a 
life  membership  for  the  past  eight  years.  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Harrisburg  Country  Club,  at  Harris¬ 
burg;  the  Elk  County  Country  Club  at  Ridgway; 
the  DuBois  Country  Club  at  DuBois;  and  the  Coun¬ 
try  Club  at  Brookville. 

On  December  24,  1884,  at  Ridgway,  Benson  Edwin 
Taylor  married  Emma  R.  Olmsted,  daughter  of 
Samuel  A.  and  Fannie  L.  Olmsted.  They  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Vernon  Frank,  born 
on  May  14,  1888,  in  Daguscahonda,  Elk  County; 
attended  public  schools  and  was  subsequently  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is 
a  prominent  banker  and  oil  operator,  making  his 
home  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Taylor  served 
with  the  American  Forces  in  the  heavy  artillery  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War.  In  June,  1916,  he  married  Ruth 
Campbell  of  Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  three  girls  and  two  boys, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.  2.  Bonnie  Frances, 
born  on  December  20,  1896,  at  Brockway,  Jefferson 
County.  She  attended  the  Pennsylvania  public  schools, 
Penn  Hall  Seminary,  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women  at  Pittsburgh,  Smith  College  at  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts,  and  Radcliffe  College  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  from  which  latter  institution 
she  was  graduated.  In  August,  1917,  at  San  Diego, 
California,  she  married  Lieutenant  Paul  S.  Reed  of 
Boston,  who  was  an  American  aviator  during  the 
World  War.  They  now  live  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma, 
with  their  two  children,  David  Benson  and  Marcia. 
3.  Alice  Eleanor,  born  on  December  27,  1909,  at 
Brockway.  She  attended  the  public  schools  there, 
the  Misses  Kirk’s  School  at  Bryn  Mawr,  and  is  now 
a  student  at  Wellesley  College,  Massachusetts. 


JAMES  T.  DOWNIE — Devoting  his  talents  to  a 
career  as  an  educator,  James  T.  Downie,  now  super¬ 
vising  principal  of  the  schools  of  Brockway,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  has  achieved  a  marked  success  during  a 
comparatively  brief  experience. 

He  was  born  at  Tranquility,  Ohio,  December  21, 
1901,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  John  Downie  and  Mary 
Belle  (Collins)  Downie,  his  father  being  a  minister 
of  the  Presbyterian  faith,  now  having  a  pastorate  at 
Swissvale,  Allegheny  County.  He  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  1.  Jeannette,  married 
Walter  Fulton,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  2.  James  T.,  of 
whom  further.  3.  Robert,  of  Swissvale.  4.  Walter, 
of  Swissvale.  5.  Elinor,  of  Swissvale.  6.  John,  of 
Swissvale.  7.  Richard,  of  Swissvale. 

After  his  elementary  school  work,  James  T.  Downie 
attended  high  school  and  was  graduated,  then  enter¬ 
ing  Muskingum  College,  at  New  Concord,  Ohio.  He 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1925  and  then 
began  his  educational  work,  coming  to  Sigel,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  appointed 
school  principal.  He  remained  in  that  position  of  two 
years  and  then  returned  to  college  for  further  studies 
which  consumed  one  year.  At  the  conclusion  of  this 
course  he  became  science  instructor  at  New  Ken¬ 


sington,  Westmoreland  County,  and  from  that  chair 
came  to  Brockway,  to  become  supervising  principal 
of  the  schools. 

Mr.  Downie  is  affiliated  with  the  Order  of  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of 
Ridgway  Lodge,  and  also  of  the  Coudersport  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Masons.  He 
attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

James  T.  Downie  married,  August  20,  1926,  Mar¬ 
garet  Cochran,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny  County, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  James  and 
Barbara  Ann. 


JOHN  GERNER  MOHN— For  a  long  period  of 
years  John  Gerner  Mohn  was  a  valued  aid  in  all  lines 
of  industrial  and  financial  advance  in  his  home  city  of 
Reading,  where  he  was  known  as  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  successful  of  business  leaders.  As  a 
founder,  and  for  many  years  active  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  as  an  official  of  Mohn  Brothers  Company,  Inc., 
hat  manufacturers,  he  became  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  factors  in  that  industry,  this  company  having 
attained  a  favorable  reputation  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  for  the  high  integrity  of  its  members  and  the 
high  standard  of  its  products.  Mr.  Mohn  was  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  had  also  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  of  Reading. 

From  family  records  is  gathered  the  fact  that  the 
earliest  American  ancestor  of  Mr.  Mohn  was  Johan¬ 
nes  Mohn,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  in 
1700  and  brought  his  wife  and  four  children  to  this 
country  in  1733,  having  arrived  on  the  ship  “Eliz¬ 
abeth”  from  Rotterdam.  In  1737,  he  took  up  a  tract 
of  land,  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres, 
in  Cumru  Township,  now  known  as  Spring  Town¬ 
ship,  and  seven  years  later  he  obtained  the  rights  in 
another  tract  of  about  seventy-one  acres.  In  1750,  he 
purchased,  from  Dietrich  Marshall  forty-nine  acres, 
this  parcel  having  been  part  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-one  acres  which  had  been  taken  up  by  the  same 
Marshall  in  1737.  Johannes  (John)  Mohn  died  in 
February,  1764,  having  been  active  as  a  farmer  up  to 
that  date.  He  was  survived  by  his  four  children. 
Ludwig  Mohn,  youngest  son  of  the  immigrant- 
founder,  was  born  in  Germany  and  died  in  Spring 
Township  in  January,  1796,  in  that  section  of  the 
township  known  earlier  as  Brecknock.  He  was  a  pros¬ 
perous  and  influential  man,  having  followed  farming 
most  of  his  life.  He  married  Anna  Odilia  Bautz,  and 
they  had  eight  children.  Daniel  Mohn,  fourth  son  of 
Ludwig  and  Anna  Odilia  (Bautz)  Mohn,  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  fathers,  pursuing  agriculture  until 
1846,  in  which  year  he  died.  He  married  Barbara 
Albright,  and  they  had  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 

William  Mohn,  seventh  child  and  third  son  of 
Daniel  and  Barbara  (Albright)  Mohn,  was  born  in 
the  locality  known  as  Mohn’s  Hill,  September  6, 
1804,  and  died  January  23,  1889.  As  a  young  man  he 
carried  forward  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  but 
later  he  removed  to  Adamstown,  where  he  bought  a 
gristmill  and  manufactured  flour.  He  was  devoutly 
religious  and  attained  leadership  in  the  Evangelical 
denomination,  which  he  served  as  an  official.  He 
founded  a  church  and  school  at  Mohn’s  Hill,  and 
this  property  was  purchased  by  his  son  Jeremiah  in 
1895  and  presented  by  him  to  the  congregation  as  a 
memorial  to  his  parents.  William  Mohn  married 
(first)  Polly  Gerner,  and  they  had  eight  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Mrs.  Mohn  died  May  16,  1851,  and 
Mr.  Mohn  married  (second)  Margaret  Adams  and 
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(third)  Catherine  Palm.  The  children  of  the  first 
marriage  were  as  follows:  i.  Infant.  2.  James  G., 
born  in  1827,  died  in  1868.  3.  Cyrus  G.,  born  in  1831, 
died  in  1898.  4.  Henry  G.,  born  in  1833,  died  in  1919. 
5.  William  G.,  born  in  1835,  died  in  1874.  6.  Susanna, 
bom  in  1837,  died  in  1887.  7.  Jeremiah  G.,  bom  in 
1839,  died  in  1919.  8.  Catharine,  bora  in  1842,  died 
in  1902.  9.  Richard  G.,  born  in  1844,  died  in  1918. 
10.  John  Gerner  Mohn,  of  whom  further,  the  last 
of  this  generation. 

Born  at  Mohn’s  Hill,  November  19,  1846,  John  Ger¬ 
ner  Mohn,  son  of  William  and  Polly  (Gerner)  Mohn, 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community  and  at  Adamstown.  He  was  only 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  when  the  Civil  War 
began,  and  therefore  was  unable  to  enter  the  conflict, 
greatly  as  he  desired  to  be  a  soldier  in  the  Union’s 
cause,  to  fight  for  which  many  young  men  of  his 
neighborhood  had  gone  to  the  seat  of  war.  He  bided 
his  time,  however,  until  February  23,  1864,  when  hav¬ 
ing  just  passed  the  age  of  seventen  years,  he  enlisted 
and  was  assigned  to  Company  B,  55th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  it  was  with 
that  outfit  he  was  mustered  out  at  Petersburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  August  31,  1865.  He  had  participated  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements,  but  was  so  for¬ 
tunate  as  never  to  have  received  a  wound. 

Soon  after  his  reentry  into  civilian  life,  Mr.  Mohn 
began  his  business  career  by  learning  the  hatter’s 
trade  as  an  apprentice  to  John  and  George  Hendel, 
the  junior  partner  of  this  firm  being  his  brother-in- 
law.  He  was  in  the  firm’s  employ  until  1871,  in  which 
year  he  entered  into  a  co-partnership  arrangement 
with  his  brothers,  William,  Jeremiah  and  Richard, 
and  they  began  the  manufacture  of  hats,  under  the 
style  of  Mohn  Brothers.  They  operated  under  the 
title  for  a  short  time,  but  soon  changed  the  form  to 
J.  G.  Mohn  and  Brothers,  by  which  the  business  was 
known  for  the  greater  part  of  its  history.  In  1871 
they  purchased  the  hat  factory  of  George  Hendel, 
which  many  years  before  he  had  established  on 
Maple  Street,  Reading.  For  three  years  the  Mohn 
Brothers’  factory  had  an  output  of  more  than  ten 
thousand  dozen  hats  per  year.  On  January  1,  1875,  a 
reorganization  of  the  business  followed  the  death  of 
William  Mohn.  The  surviving  brothers  purchased 
his  interest,  and  the  firm  continued  to  enjoy  increas¬ 
ing  success,  the  total  number  of  hats  produced  an¬ 
nually  increasing  by  many  thousands  of  dozens.  In 
1913,  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Mohn 
Brothers  Company,  the  officers  being  as  follows  :  Pres¬ 
ident,  Richard  Mohn;  vice-president,  John  G.  Mohn; 
secretary  and  treasurer,  Jeremiah  G.  Mohn.  For 
many  years  prior  to  his  death,  Mr.  Mohn  left  the 
heavy  responsibilities  of  active  management  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  company.  The  1931  officers 
of  the  Mohn  Brothers  Company  were:  President, 
John  D.  Mohn,  grandson  of  the  John  G.  Mohn  of 
this  record;  vice-president,  William  R.  Mohn;  treas¬ 
urer,  John  G.  Mohn;  secretary,  Winfield  H.  Mohn; 
assistant  treasurer,  Harry  Redcay. 

The  history  of  the  Mohn  hat  industry  has  included 
a  number  of  unpropitious  occurrences.  On  March  17, 
1875,  the  original  Maple  Street  factory  in  Reading 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Rebuilding  operations  were  at 
once  started,  and  the  new  building  was  occupied  until 
January  1,  1881,  when  the  firm  sold  the  plant  to  the 
Reading  Fur  Hat  Company.  It  had  in  the  meanwhile 
purchased,  in  1878,  a  long-established  hat  factory, 
formerly  conducted  by  Kutz,  Arnold  and  Company, 
at  Eleventh  Street,  south  of  Chestnut  Street,  Read¬ 


ing.  Leasing  another  factory  at  No.  26  Penn  Street, 
rear,  formerly  a  unit  of  the  Levan  interests,  the 
Mohn  Company  operated  three  factories  all  told,  and 
their  success  continued  to  mount  in  financial  returns. 
On  September  6,  1892,  the  Eleventh  Street  plant 
burned  to  the  ground.  This  was  rebuilt  at  once,  only 
to  be  destroyed  again  by  fire  on  February  13,  1899, 
when  a  terrific  storm  struck  the  city  and  caused  great 
damage.  This  time  the  plant  was  a  total  loss,  but, 
nothing  daunted  by  repeated  disaster,  the  firm  again 
took  up  rebuilding  operations,  and  in  a  new  and  mod¬ 
ern  plant  they  installed  machinery  that  was  the  last 
word  in  the  manufacture  of  hats.  An  extensive  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  plant  was  erected  in  1905,  and  they  arrived 
at  the  rank  of  premiership  in  the  hat  industry  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Always  a  staunch  and  generous  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  Mr.  Mohn  was  active  in  the  civic 
affairs  of  his  city  and  district  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the  common  council  of 
Reading  as  representative  from  the  Third  Ward,  and 
served  in  that  body  two  years.  In  1876,  he  was 
elected  by  the  same  ward  to  a  seat  on  the  school 
board,  which  he  held  for  twelve  years,  or  until  1888. 
For  a  considerable  period  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Keystone  National  Bank,  Consolidated  Hardware 
Company  and  Reading  Hardware  Company.  He  was 
president  of  the  National  Brass  and  Iron  Works  and 
the  Reading  Screw  Company  for  a  number  of  years. 

Among  his  fraternal  affiliations  were  Chandler 
Lodge,  No.  227,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
he  was  a  member  for  nearly  threescore  years;  and 
Keirn  Post,  No.  76,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in 
which  latter  body  he  long  held  a  leading  rank.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  where  his  activities  were  most  helpful 
in  promotion  of  the  church  work,  and  he  served  as  a 
trustee  for  a  long  period.  He  was  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  supporters  of  the  Reading  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association. 

John  G.  Mohn  and  wife  had  five  children.  Four 
of  these  children  died  young,  the  other  one  being 
William  H.  Mohn,  who  was  born  in  Reading,  July 
24,  1872,  and  died  May  21,  1915.  He  married  Hallie 
Adams,  who  survives  him.  They  had  two  children: 
1.  Kathryn,  wife  of  Edwin  Lerch.  They  have  three 
children:  Polly  and  Ann  (twins),  and  Kathryn.  2. 
John  Daniel  Mohn,  who  is  president  of  Mohn  Broth¬ 
ers  Company,  married  Edith  Valentine  and  has  four 
sons:  John  V.,  George  V.,  William  H.,  and  Thomas 
V.  Mr.  Mohn  resided  at  Robesonia,  Berks  County, 
until  his  death,  March  25,  1932. 

John  Gerner  Mohn  married  Cecelia  A.  Harbster,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Harbster,  and  a  member 
of  a  family  long  identified  with  the  progress  of 
Berks  County.  John  Harbster,  Mrs.  Mohn’s  great¬ 
grandfather,  was  the  pioneer  of  the  family  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  His  son  Henry,  the  next  in  line,  was  born  in 
this  country.  William  Harbster,  son  of  Henry, 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  when  a  young  man,  and 
after  working  for  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail¬ 
way  Company,  he  embarked  upon  a  business  career, 
founding  the  Reading  Hardware  Works,  and  later 
receiving  his  brother-in-law,  William  M.  Griscom, 
into  the  business.  Mr.  Harbster  was  also  president  of 
the  Reading  Nickel  Plating  Works,  and  in  the  richly 
successful  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  widely 
known  for  his  fine  philanthropies.  He  died  on  June 
16,  1885.  He  married  Ellen  Matthews,  the  daughter 
of  George  Matthews,  who  was  born  in  Lebanon 
County,  of  distinguished  Irish  forebears,  and  they 
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were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Cecelia 
A.,  who  married  John  Gerner  Mohn,  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  child  and  second  daughter.  She  was  much  given 
to  benevolent  and  Christian  work.  Her  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  October,  1912,  and  was  sincerely  mourned 
as  she  was  a  good  woman  whose  life  was  filled  with 
innumerable  deeds  of  kindness. 


BERT  A.  HOFFMAN — His  native  town,  Reyn- 
oldsville,  Jefferson  County,  has  been  the  scene  of  Mr. 
Hoffman’s  successful  professional  activities  as  a  law¬ 
yer  ever  since  his  admission  to  the  bar.  During  the 
earlier  part  of  his  career,  immediately  following  his 
graduation  from  law  school,  Mr.  Hoffman  devoted 
himself  for  several  years  to  educational  work.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town  of  his  birth 
and  for  many  years  has  been  prominently  active  in 
civic  and  fraternal  affairs,  having  served  in  several 
important  public  offices  and  having  held  high  office 
in  several  of  the  fraternal  organizations,  to  which  he 
belongs.  He  enjoys  the  full  liking  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  in  every  respect  represents  the 
highest  type  of  useful,  vigorous  and  public-spirited 
citizenship. 

Bert  A.  Hoffman  was  born  at  Reynoldsville,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  February  20,  1888,  a  son  of  Frank  S. 
and  Martha  Jane  (Whitaker)  Hoffman.  His  father, 
now  retired,  was  a  successful  merchant  and  is  a 
native  of  Jefferson  County.  Mr.  Hoffman’s  mother 
was  born  in  Indiana  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
S.  Hoffman  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1. 
Bert  A.,  of  whom  further.  2.  Ira,  now  deceased.  3. 
Frankie,  who  married  Clay  Baker  of  Sandy ville, 
Pennsylvania.  4.  Hazel  M.,  who  married  N.  G.  Edel- 
blute,  of  Reynoldsville.  5.  Another  son,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Reynoldsville,  Bert  A. 
Hoffman  was  graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in 
1907.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was 
graduated  from  Dickinson  Law  School  at  Carlisle  in 
1911.  After  that  he  taught  school  at  Aguadilla,  Porto 
Rico,  for  one  year.  During  1918-19  he  taught  at  the 
high  school  in  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  serving 
also  as  athletic  coach.  Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania 
State  bar  in  1926,  he  has  since  then  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  Reynoldsville  with  much  suc¬ 
cess.  Prior  to  that,  in  1925,  he  had  been  elected  to 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  at  Reynoldsville,  in 
which  capacity  he  still  serves.  For  the  last  six  years 
Mr.  Hoffman  has  been  secretary  of  the  city  council 
of  Reynoldsville.  He  is  a  member  of  Reynoldsville 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a 
Past  M aster;  Brookville  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  DuBois  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Syria 
Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men;  and  Reynoldsville  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Exalted 
Ruler.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  more  particularly  with  the  church 
of  that  denomination  in  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson 
County. 

Mr.  Hoffman  married,  August  24,  1910,  Anna  Stage 
of  Clearfield,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Nor¬ 
ris)  Stage,  the  former  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hoffman  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Jane  Ann, 
born  July  17,  1911. 


HORACE  GREELEY  MILLER,  JR.  — A  native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson 
County,  and  a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent 


Jefferson  County  family,  Mr.  Miller  has  spent  prac¬ 
tically  his  entire  career  in  the  printing  and  newspaper 
publishing  business.  In  this  business  he  is  associated 
with  his  father  who  has  long  been  the  owner  of  the 
“Punxsutawney  News.”  In  recent  years  Mr.  Miller 
has  assumed  the  entire  burden  of  editing  and  manag¬ 
ing  this  paper  and  the  printing  business  connected 
with  it.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  this  ven¬ 
ture  and  as  a  result  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
able  and  most  representative  business  men  of  his 
native  town.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  \\  ar, 
a  member  of  several  fraternal  organizations  and  active 
in  religious  work. 

Horace  Greeley  Miller,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  article,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
March  1,  1859,  a  son  of  Adam  B.  and  Margaret  Jane 
(Bender)  Miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  B.  Miller 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  1.  Horace  Gree¬ 
ley,  Sr.,  of  whom  further.  2.  Lunetta,  a  resident  of 
Pittsburgh.  3.  Christine,  who  married  Harry  F 
Sprankle  of  Punxsutawney.  4.  Grace,  who  married 
W.  G.  Stewart,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  5.  John, 
now  deceased.  6.  Mary,  now  deceased.  7.  Susan, 
now  deceased.  Horace  G.  Miller,  Sr.,  has  been  for 
many  years  the  well-known  owner  of  the  “Punxsu¬ 
tawney  News,”  one  of  the  most  successful  and  most 
influential  newspapers  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  has  also  for  long  been  prominently  active  in 
public  life,  serving  a  term  as  county  treasurer,  and 
is  now  the  register  and  recorder  of  Jefferson  County. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Malta 
and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Horace  Greeley  Miller,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Punxsu¬ 
tawney,  Jefferson  County,  October  30,  189S,  a  son 
of  Horace  Greeley  Miller,  Sr.,  and  Lenore  (Stock- 
dale)  Miller,  the  former  a  native  of  Jefferson  County, 
the  latter  of  Armstrong  County.  Mr.  Miller  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  in  1918,  entered  the  United  States 
Navy,  with  which  he  served  until  after  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  Armistice.  Returning  home,  after  he  had 
received  his  honorable  discharge  from  active  naval 
service,  Mr.  Miller  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  printing  business  and  acquired  a  very  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  this  business,  as  well  as  of  the 
newspaper  publishing  business.  In  1928  he  took  over 
the  entire  management  of  the  business  and  he  is  now 
managing  editor  of  the  “Punxsutawney  News.”  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  American  Legion.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  He  served  seven  years,  1921-28,  with 
Troop  F,  104th  Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard. 

Mr.  Miller  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents  in  Punxsutawney. 

HON.  WILLIAM  HARRY  MOORE— A  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  old  and  prominent  Jefferson  County  fam¬ 
ily,  Mr.  Moore  himself  is  a  native  and  lifelong  res¬ 
ident  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  For  more  than 
thirty-five  years  Mr.  Moore  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Reynoldsville, 
Jefferson  County.  He  is  one  of  this  town’s  leading 
citizens,  having  many  and  important  interests  and 
having  frequently  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  by  election  to  important  public  offices.  These 
he  has  invariably  filled  with  characteristic  ability, 
efficiency  and  conscientiousness,  thus  fully  meriting 
the  confidence  given  to  him.  Through  his  various 
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activities  Mr.  Moore  has  made  important  contribu¬ 
tions  to  civic  progress  and  has  done  much  to  further 
the  welfare  of  the  town,  its  people  and  its  institutions. 

William  H.  (W.  Harry)  Moore  was  born  near  Cor¬ 
sica,  Jefferson  County,  September  2,  1867,  a  son  of 
William  and  Levina  (Simpson)  Moore.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Jefferson  County  and  are  both 
now  deceased.  His  father  was  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  lumberman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Moore  were 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  John  F.,  a  resident  of 
Corsica.  2.  William  Harry,  of  whom  further.  3. 
J.  Warren,  a  resident  of  Clarion  County.  4.  Ella, 
the  widow  of  George  Butler  of  Moore,  Pennsylvania. 
5.  Elmer  B.,  making  his  home  on  the  old  family 
homestead  near  Corsica.  6.  Sarah,  who  married 
Joseph  Keunkle,  of  McKeesport.  Mr.  Moore  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
then  attended  Corsica  Academy,  Clarion  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  and  Duff’s  Business  College.  Following 
the  completion  of  his  own  education,  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  for  the  next  four  years  to  the  education  of 
others  and  taught  school  in  Jefferson  County.  In 
1895  Mr.  Moore  established  himself  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  at  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson  County 
where  he  continues  to  be  thus  engaged  with  marked 
success.  He  built  a  fine  store,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  business  buildings  in  Reynoldsville.  For  twenty 
years  Mr.  Moore  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Black  Warrior  Lumber  Company  of 
Alabama  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  he  has 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Peoples  National  Bank 
of  Reynoldsville.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  and 
helpful  interest  in  civic  affairs  and  during  1914-17 
served  as  president  of  the  local  board  of  education 
and  during  1917-24  as  a  member  and  president  of 
the  town  council.  During  1926-27  Mr.  Moore  was 
prothonotary  of  Jefferson  County.  Elected  in  1928 
to  the  Pennsylvania  State  House  of  Representatives, 
he  was  reelected  in  1930  for  a  two-year  term.  He 
served  on  the  committee  on  highways,  which  passed 
this  session,  the  20,000-mile  road  program,  the  largest 
single  bill  ever  passed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla¬ 
ture.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  following  House 
committees:  agriculture,  education,  game,  highways, 
repeal  bills,  forestry,  and  judicial  apportionment.  In 
these  various  public  offices  Mr.  Moore  has  proven 
himself  an  unusually  capable  and  effective  public 
official.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Moore  married,  June  12,  1895,  Maude  Moore, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Evans) 
Moore,  the  latter  both  natives  of  Elk  County. 
Though  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  bear  the  same 
family  name,  they  were  not  related  to  each  other 
prior  to  their  marriage.  Mrs.  Moore’s  father  is  a 
well-known  lumberman  and  had  eight  children:  1. 
Laura  N.,  a  resident  of  Brookville.  2.  William  C., 
a  resident  of  Clarion.  3.  Byron  Meade,  a  resident 
of  Brookville.  4.  Minnie,  now  deceased.  5.  Anna, 
who  married  H.  T.  Jones  of  Grove  City.  6.  Maude, 
who  married  the  subject  of  this  article.  7.  Everett, 
now  deceased.  8.  Elmer  E.,  a  resident  of  Colfax, 
Washington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Harry  Moore 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Charles  B.,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York 
City.  2.  Howard  H.,  a  resident  of  Reynoldsville, 
and  a  teacher  in  the  local  high  school.  3.  H.  Theo¬ 
dore,  a  resident  of  Pittsburgh.  4.  and  5.  twins,  W. 
Frank,  associated  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
Frederick  Evans,  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Navy  and  attached  to  the  United  States  battleship 
“Maryland.” 


DAVID  CLYDE  LOCKE— As  superintendent  of 

the  schools  of  Monaca,  Pennsylvania,  David  Clyde 
Locke  has  performed  a  great  deal  of  valuable  work, 
and  his  position  is,  as  a  result,  one  of  eminence  and 
esteem  in  this  region  of  the  State. 

He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania, 
on  June  9,  1874,  son  of  David  and  Ellen  (McCalmont) 
Locke  and  member  of  an  old  and  honored  family.  The 
Lockes  were  originally  of  Norman  blood,  the  family 
having  gone  to  England  at  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror  and  having  there  remained  for  four  cen¬ 
turies.  In  1485,  because  of  religious  persecution,  they 
went  to  Scotland,  where  they  remained  until  coming 
to  America.  So  have  they  kept  pace  with  the  steady 
westward  march  of  civilization,  and  in  Pennsylvania 
they  have  been  widely  known  and  honored  since  the 
founding  of  Philadelphia.  In  all  departments  of 
private  and  public  life  they  have  added  luster  to  the 
name  of  Locke.  The  earliest  American  ancestor  of 
definite  record  is  William,  who  emigrated  previous  to 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Colonial  forces  in  the  Revolution,  being  attached  to 
Colonel  Lane’s  Pennsylvania  Line  Troops  and  subse¬ 
quently  lived  at  Ligonier  and  McKee’s  Rocks.  After 
his  marriage  he  lived  in  southern  Mercer  County,  in  a 
district  now  included  in  Lawrence  County.  He  pur¬ 
chased  land,  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  erected  a 
cabin  and  a  weaving  house.  It  is  related  that  his  wife 
brought  from  their  home  a  lilac  bush  which  still 
thrives  and  which  has  given  birth  to  innumerable 
other  shoots  that  grace  nearby  lawns  and  yards. 
William  Locke  married  Margaret  McCoy.  One  of 
their  children,  James  Locke,  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Scott  Township,  Lawrence  County,  about  1796,  and 
died  in  1852 ;  attended  the  public  schools,  and  early 
enlisted  as  a  drummer  boy  in  the  American  Army, 
then  about  to  have  its  second  war  with  England.  He 
received  a  share  in  the  home  farm  at  his  father’s 
death,  bought  the  interests  of  his  co-heirs,  and  in  turn 
bequeathed  it  to  his  sons. 

One  of  these  sons  was  David,  father  of  the  man 
whose  name  heads  this  review.  He  was  born  in 
Lawrence  County  on  August  31,  1838,  and  died  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1905.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
a  private  school,  and  studied  at  Prospect  Academy 
under  Dr.  Asa  Patterson,  of  Slippery  Rock,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  for  twenty-two  years  a  teacher,  except 
for  one  year  with  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil 
War,  in  which  he  attained  the  rank  of  corporal.  Trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Hospital  Corps,  he  suffered  exposure  to 
disease  and  exhaustion  that  resulted  in  his  contracting 
typhoid  fever  and  later  that  dread  combination, 
typhoid-pneumonia.  Recovering,  he  once  more  took 
up  teaching,  continuing  for  seventeen  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  local  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  holding  the  rank  of  quartermaster-sergeant. 
He  was  a  Democrat  previous  to  the  war  but  shortly 
after  joined  in  organizing  the  Prohibition  party.  In 
February,  1905,  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  on 
the  Prohibition  ticket,  but  died  before  taking  office, 
and  shifted  from  Methodism  because  of  inward  dissen¬ 
sions  to  Presbyterianism,  and  became  an  elder.  Mr. 
Locke  married  Ellen  McCalmont,  born  October  7, 
1846.  Their  children  were:  1.  Hannah  Adella,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Theodore  Keifner,  and  lives  in 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  2.  James  McCalmont,  for 
many  years  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Pit¬ 
cairn,  Pennsylvania,  who  married  Ethel  Lockyer.  3. 
Belle  Brown,  married  William  Stoner,  and  lives  in 
Lawrence  County.  4.  David  Clyde,  of  further  men¬ 
tion.  5.  Samuel  Audley,  married  Mae  Pizor.  6. 
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Thomas  Ellis,  Lawrence  County  farmer,  married 
Bertha  Eppinger.  7.  Offutt  Hunter,  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Woodlawn  schools  for  sixteen  years,  and 
at  present  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
Monaca,  Pennsylvania. 

Of  these,  David  Clyde  Locke  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Slippery  Rock 
State  Normal  School  and  from  Grove  City  College, 
where  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1913. 
The  Slippery  Rock  school  gave  him  a  Bachelor  of 
Education  and  Master  of  Education  degree  in  1894, 
and  he  took  a  Bachelor  of  Education  degree  at  Volant 
College  in  1900.  He  also  studied  at  Geneva  College, 
Pennsylvania  State  College,  and  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh.  In  1893  he  began  teaching  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Butler  County,  teaching  in  both  graded  and 
high  schools  there.  From  1898  to  1908  he  was  super¬ 
vising  principal  of  the  Monaca  schools,  and  in  Monaca 
he  organized  the  high  school.  In  1908  he  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Beaver  County,  an 
office  that  he  held  for  twenty-two  years ;  and,  at  the 
union  of  Moon  Township  and  Monaca  Borough,  he 
was  unanimously  chosen  superintendent  in  1931. 

While  superintendent  of  the  Beaver  County  schools, 
he  established  the  Geneva  Summer  Normal  School, 
and  taught  at  the  first  summer  course  in  Slippery 
Rock.  He  served  on  the  boards  of  eleven  of  the  thir¬ 
teen  teachers’  colleges  of  the  State,  and  he  is  a  life- 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  National  Education  Association.  He  also 
served  as  president  of  the  county  superintendent’s 
division,  and  three  times  was  Pennsylvania’s  repre¬ 
sentative  tO'  the  National  Education  Association’s  con¬ 
ventions.  He  was  a  member  for  twenty-five  years  of 
the  superintendents’  division. 

An  author  in  his  field,  Mr.  Locke  wrote  a  seventeen- 
column  article  for  the  special  “Victory  Edition”  of 
the  Beaver  “Times”  in  the  history  of  Beaver  County 
schools.  Active  in  general  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Locke 
is  a  member  of  the  borough  council  and  the  board  of 
trade,  and  is  a  past  president  of  the  Rotary  Club.  In 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  a  life-member  of 
Rochester  Lodge,  No.  229,  Eureka  Chapter,  No.  67, 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Beaver  Valley  Commandery 
No.  84,  of  Knights  Templar  (in  which  he  is  Past 
Eminent  Commander),  Pittsburgh  Consistory  of  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Syria  Temple  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  In  1911  he  was  Master  of  Rochester  Lodge; 
in  1908,  was  High  Priest  of  his  chapter;  and  in  1921, 
was  Worthy  Patron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 
and  Watchman  of  the  Shepherds  of  the  White  Shrine. 
In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  he  is  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Monaca  Lodge,  No.  1 1 1 5 ;  and  he  is  a 
member  and  Past  Councillor  of  Lodge  No.  24,  of  the 
Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  as  well 
as  a  Past  District  Deputy  of  the  order.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  is  a  prominent  worker  and  has  been  for  many 
years  a  ruling  elder.  He  has  long  been  a  director  of 
the  Wayside  Inn,  the  Odd  Fellows’  House  in  Grove 
City,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the  State  and  national 
organizations  of  the  Grange,  as  well  as  with  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Republican  Club  of  Beaver  County.  Into  each 
of  the  groups  with  which  he  is  associated  and  into  all 
the  work  of  his  busy  career,  Mr.  Locke  has  consist¬ 
ently  put  his  best  efforts;  and  his  accomplishments, 
extending  into  many  realms,  have  been  worth  while. 

David  Clyde  Locke  married,  in  June,  1914,  Georgina 
N.  Groleau,  born  in  France,  who  taught  French  at 
Pa.— 15 


Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  until 
her  marriage.  The  children  by  this  marriage  have 
been:  David  Lloyd  George  and  James  McCalmont 
Clyde.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  1300 
Indiana  Avenue,  Monaca,  Pennsylvania. 


JOHN  E.  POTTER  was  born  May  24,  1863,  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  James  H. 
and  Sybil  A.  (Stevens)  Potter.  Mr.  Potter’s  maternal 
grandfather,  Ephraim  Stevens,  fought  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  and  enlisted  three  times  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  In  1888,  being  then  in  early 
manhood,  John  E.  Potter  came  to  Pittsburgh  and 
founded  the  title  business  later  carried  on  by  the 
Potter  Abstract  Company  until  it  was  taken  over  by 
the  Potter  Title  and  Trust  Company.  Mr.  Potter  has 
been  the  president  of  this  institution  since  its  incor¬ 
poration  in  1902. 

In  other  financial  institutions  of  the  metropolis, 
Mr.  Potter  has  taken  an  active  interest,  having  also 
official  connections  in  different  parts  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Finleyville,  and  a  director  of  the  Citizens’ 
Deposit  and  Trust  Company  of  Sharpsburg. 

In  the  educational  and  philanthropic  institutions  of 
his  community  he  takes  an  earnest  and  helpful  inter¬ 
est,  serving  as  a  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital, 
and  treasurer  and  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Pennsylania  Association  for  the  Blind.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  being  its  treas¬ 
urer,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution,  and  belongs  to  the  Duquesne  Club  and 
Wildwood  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Potter  married  Millie  Gertrude,  daughter  of 
Eugene  A.  and  Susan  (Johnson)  Cool,  on  May  19, 
1896.  There  is  one  child  living,  William  Eugene 
Potter. 


DENTON  M.  ALBRIGHT — Superintendent  of 
city  schools  at  Rochester,  Pennsylvania,  Denton  Mor¬ 
ris  Albright  has  been  the  administrative  officer  since 
1926.  He  brings  to  his  educational  work  many  years 
of  experience  and  a  thorough  academic  and  profes¬ 
sional  training  acquired  at  leading  universities  of  the 
East. 

Denton  M.  Albright  was  born  in  Lineboro,  Carrol 
County,  Maryland,  a  son  of  Albert  Pious  and  Theresa 
Jane  Albright.  After  his  graduation  from  Glenville 
Academy,  he  entered  Albright  College,  where  he  pur¬ 
sued  the  classical  course  and  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Subsequently  he  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  Columbia  University 
and  has  completed  other  graduate  courses  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Lehigh  University,  Co¬ 
lumbia  University,  and  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
leading  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  He 
holds  diplomas  for  supervisor  of  mathematics,  high 
school  principal,  and  superintendent  of  schools,  Teach¬ 
ers  College,  Columbia  University. 

In  the  course  of  Mr.  Albright’s  professional  career, 
he  has  occupied  six  different  school  positions,  mean¬ 
while  continuing  his  study  in  order  to  prepare  him¬ 
self  in  the  highest  degree  for  his  chosen  life’s  work. 
Following  a  year  as  instructor  in  Latin  at  Albright 
Preparatory  School,  he  accepted  a  position  as  head  of 
the  mathematics  department,  assistant  principal  and 
coach  of  athletics  at  Juniata  High  School,  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  The 
next  two  years  he  spent  as  supervising  principal  of 
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the  Spring  Grove  Borough  High  School  and  Grades, 
and  then  for  six  years  served  as  instructor  and  head 
of  the  mathematics  department  at  Harrisburg  Techni¬ 
cal  High  School.  In  1923  he  took  over  the  duties 
of  principal  of  the  Kittanning  Junior-Senior  High 
School,  a  position  he  held  until  unanimously  elected, 
on  April  13,  1926,  superintendent  of  city  schools  at 
Rochester,  Pennsylvania,  for  a  term  of  four  years 
beginning  May  1.  Mr.  Albright  has  since  remained 
in  this  office,  being  now  in  his  second  term.  He  has 
met  the  responsibilities  and  duties  which  devolved  upon 
him  with  commendable  zeal,  leadership  and  complete 
efficiency,  building  up  a  progressive  and  smooth¬ 
functioning  organization  and  adding  appreciably  to 
the  elevation  of  school  standards.  During  the  sum¬ 
mer  he  serves  on  the  faculty  at  Geneva  College,  offer¬ 
ing  professional  courses  in  education.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association, 
Department  of  Superintendence  of  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association,  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Educational  Fra¬ 
ternity,  Pi  Gamma  Mu  National  Social  Science  Frater¬ 
nity.  Mr.  Albright  has  been  a  member  of  a  number 
of  State  and  national  educational  committees  and  fre¬ 
quently  contributes  the  techniques  and  findings  of  ex¬ 
perimental  research  studies  in  education  to  periodicals. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Albright 
served  as  instructor  in  mathematics  in  the  Field 
Artillery  School,  was  in  the  medical  department  for 
a  time  and  also  served  in  the  personnel  and  classifica¬ 
tion  department  at  Fort  Thomas,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Al¬ 
bright  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  active  in  this  order,  being 
a  member  of  Euclid  Lodge,  No.  698,  a  member  of 
Harrisburg  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  a  member  of  Zembo 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  of  Harrisburg.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
University  Club  of  Harrisburg,  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Rochester,  and  the  Natural  Historical  Society  of 
Harrisburg.  In  religion,  he  worships  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  faith. 

Mr.  Albright  married,  June  25,  1926,  Ethel  Mary 
Jane  Varner,  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  They  have 
three  children:  Ellen  Jane,  Denton  Morris,  Jr.,  and 
George  Albert. 


WILLIAM  McCLAVE  RUDDOCK— Though 
one  of  the  younger  generation  of  lawyers  in  Indiana, 
Indiana  County,  Mr.  Ruddock  undoubtedly  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  most  successful. 
This  fact  is  proven  by  his  membership  in  one  of  the 
best  known  local  law  firms,  as  well  as  by  his  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  office  of  assistant  district  attorney 
for  Indiana  County,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now 
serving  with  characteristic  efficiency  and  conscien¬ 
tiousness. 

William  McClave  Ruddock  was  born  at  DuBois, 
January  27,  1900,  a  son  of  William  McClave  Rud¬ 
dock,  Sr.,  and  Jane  (Byers)  Ruddock.  His  father, 
who  was  born  at  Ayre,  Scotland,  in  1857,  has  long 
been  identified  with  the  mining  industry  and  served 
for  many  years  as  a  mine  foreman.  Mr.  Ruddock’s 
mother  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Having  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  Mr.  Ruddock  was 
graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in  1917.  Two 
years  later,  in  1919,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Indiana  Normal  School  and  two  years  after  that,  in 
1921,  from  Grove  City  College,  from  which  latter  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Literature.  Later 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of 


Pennsylvania,  from  the  law  school  of  which  insti¬ 
tution  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1925.  Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar 
in  the  same  year,  he  practiced  for  one  year  at 
Beaver,  being  associated  there  with  the  well-known 
law  firm  of  Hice,  Morrison,  May  &  Bradshaw.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  Mr.  Ruddock  came  to  Indiana 
and  became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Cun¬ 
ningham  &  Fisher.  In  January,  1931,  following  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cunningham,  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Fisher  and  Ruddock  and  Mr.  Ruddock 
became  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm.  During  1931 
he  served  as  assistant  district  attorney  of  Indiana 
County,  and  on  January  1,  1932,  commenced  a  four 
years’  term  as  district  attorney.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  313,  of  Indiana,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite;  the  Rotary  Club;  and  the  Indiana  Coun¬ 
try  Club:  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
trustee.  His  favorite  forms  of  recreation  are  golfing 
and  fishing. 

Mr.  Ruddock  married,  in  1925,  Dorothy  Parker,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  W.  F.  and  Ida 
(Shidemantle)  Parker,  of  Parker,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ruddock  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 

1.  Ida  Dorothea  Ruddock,  born  January  22,  1926. 

2.  William  Parker  Ruddock,  born  September  17, 
1929. 


CARL  GLOVER  MILLIGAN — Orderly  prog¬ 
ress  in  the  career  of  Carl  G.  Milligan  led  him  into 
alliance  with  the  Fourth  Estate,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  at  Bradford  for  a  number  of  years. 
As  publisher  of  “The  Era”  he  is  proving  his  right  to 
a  heritage  in  newspaperdom  from  his  father,  a  former 
publisher  of  this  journal.  During  the  World  War 
period,  Mr.  Milligan  served  his  government  in  an 
important  post  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

John  W.  Milligan,  father  of  the  editor  and  pub¬ 
lisher,  watched  the  leading  paper  of  Bradford,  “The 
Era,”  grow  in  circulation  and  influence  while  he  was 
its  publisher  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  bringing  the  journal  to  a  position  where  it 
filled  a  long-felt  need  on  the  part  of  its  public.  His 
wife  was  Lida  A.  Milligan. 

Carl  Glover  Milligan,  son  of  John  W.  and  Lida  A. 
Milligan,  was  born  in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  July 
27,  1885,  and  in  his  home  city  attended  the  grade  and 
grammar  schools,  attending  high  school  in  Bradford, 
taking  the  college  preparatory  course.  He  went  to 
the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  was  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1909  for  three  years,  but  did  not 
graduate,  deciding  he  was  not  suited  for  electrical 
engineering.  From  the  university  he  arrived  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois,  where  he  entered  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness.  His  next  association  was  with  the  theatrical 
line,  producing  plays  and  presenting  stock  companies 
in  Seattle  and  Spokane,  Washington;  San  Francisco, 
California;  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  Canada;  then  go¬ 
ing  to  New  York  City  as  the  booking  manager  of  the 
Pantages  Western  Chain  of  Theatres.  He  was 
progressing  well  in  the  theatrical  business  when  the 
United  States  became  a  party  nation  in  the  World 
War.  Offering  his  services  to  the  Washington  Gov¬ 
ernment,  they  were  promptly  accepted  and  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Ordnance  Department,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  in  a  civilian  capacity  during  the  conflict.  For 
a  short  time  he  was  a  motion  picture  scenario  editor 
in  New  York  City  and  eventually  set  himself  up  in 
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that  city  as  a  literary  motion  picture  and  play  broker. 
It  was  in  1925  that  he  became  associated  with  “The 
Era”  in  Bradford,  where  he  has  since  remained  as  a 
purveyor  of  news  and  moulder  of  public  opinion.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Country  Club  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Bradford. 

Mr.  Milligan  married,  December  29,  1923,  at  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  Hazel  Grey  Drane.  They  have  a 
son,  John  Drane  Milligan. 


SAMUEL  GEORGE  LEVY  — At  the  age  of 

twenty  years,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Levy  com¬ 
menced  his  journalistic  career  with  one  of  the  leading 
Philadelphia  newspapers.  Ever  since  then  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  newspaper  publishing  business,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  a  period  of  about  one  year  and  a  half 
during  the  World  War,  during  which  he  served  with 
the  United  States  Army  and  with  the  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces  in  France.  Mr.  Levy  has  had 
extensive  experience  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
newspaper  publishing  business  and  this  experience  has 
enabled  him  to  build  up  the  “Bedford  Gazette,”  of 
which  he  was  until  recently  the  editor  and  the  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  company  publishing  this  newspaper,  into 
a  successful  and  profitable  enterprise.  This  is  the 
more  to  his  credit,  because,  when  Mr.  Levy  first  be¬ 
came  connected  with  this  newspaper,  it  was  far  from 
prosperous.  In  Bedford  he  made  many  friends  and 
always  took  an  active  part  in  the  community’s  life. 
Mr.  Levy  resigned  as  editor  of  the  “Bedford  Gazette” 
on  September  1,  1932,  to  accept  the  position  of  man¬ 
aging  editor  of  “The  Cove  News”  at  Roaring  Spring, 
Pennsylvania.  This  paper  is  also  a  weekly  publica¬ 
tion  which  bids  fair  to  becoming  a  thriving  periodical. 

Samuel  George  Levy  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
December  28,  1896,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Mollie  Levy. 
His  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  paper  novelties. 
Mr.  Levy  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  at  Danville,  as  well  as  of 
Russell’s  Business  College  at  Danville.  He  also  at¬ 
tended  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance,  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  In  1916  Mr.  Levy  began 
his  career  as  a  newspaper  man  in  the  capacity  of  copy 
holder,  then  proofreader  and  reporter  on  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  “North  American,”  with  which  he  remained 
until  1917,  and  until  he  entered  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  World  War.  He  served  in  Company 
A,  301st  Unit,  Motor  Transport  Corps,  and  spent 
eighteen  months  in  active  service  in  France.  Upon 
his  return  to  civilian  life  after  the  end  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Levy,  in  1920,  resumed  his  connection  with  the 
Philadelphia  “North  American,”  with  which  news¬ 
paper  and  the  Philadelphia  “Record,”  he  served  as 
proofreader  until  1921.  He  then  became  connected 
with  the  Otto- Jones  Company,  printers  and  publishers 
of  No.  2710  North  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia,  where 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  proof  room  and  editor  of  a 
weekly  newspaper.  Severing  his  connection  with  this 
establishment  in  1927,  he  was  in  charge  of  the  proof 
room  and  an  editor  of  the  Chilton  Class  Journal  Com¬ 
pany,  Fifty-sixth  and  Chestnut  streets,  Philadelphia, 
with  which  company  he  remained  until  1927.  For  the 
next  three  years  he  was  editor  of  the  Press  Publishing 
Company  in  East  Stroudsburg.  In  1930  Mr.  Levy 
became  editor  of  the  “Bedford  Gazette”  of  Bedford 
and  treasurer  of  the  Gazette  Publishing  Company. 
Under  his  very  able  editorship  this  newspaper  was 
quickly  transformed  from  a  publication  of  little  influ¬ 
ence  and  slight  value  to  one  of  steadily  growing  pros¬ 
perity  and  influence.  Mr.  Levy’s  present  editorial 
position  dates  from  September  1,  1932.  While  a  resi¬ 


dent  of  Philadelphia  Mr.  Levy  served  at  one  time  as 
Judge  of  Elections.  He  is  a  member  of  Typographical 
Union,  No.  2,  of  Philadelphia,  the  American  Legion 
Post,  No.  1 13,  at  Bedford,  and  the  Rotary  Club. 

Mr.  Levy  married  at  Northumberland,  November 
24,  1919,  Helen  Shaver,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Mary  Belle  Shaver.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levy  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children:  1.  Samuel,  born  June  11,  1921. 
2.  Jean  Sarah,  born  March  31,  1925. 


PAUL  DARLING  WRIGHT— For  thirty  years 
Paul  Darling  Wright  has  been  one  of  the  industrial 
leaders  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  during  that  period 
has  at  various  times  served  his  community  and  State 
in  public  office.  He  is  a  native  of  Westfield,  New 
York,  born  March  9,  1872,  a  son  of  Reuben  Gridley 
and  Emma  Cora  (Pierce)  Wright,  the  former  of 
whom  was,  over  a  long  and  colorful  career,  a  miner, 
one  of  those  who  joined  the  gold  rush  to  California  in 
1849,  and  in  later  years  was  interested  in  lumber 
operations. 

Paul  Darling  Wright  prepared  for  his  education 
along  higher  technical  lines  at  Phillips  Academy,  An¬ 
dover,  Massachusetts,  and  entered  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  school  of  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity.  College  days  over,  he  set  about  making  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty,  or  in  1902,  he  was  made 
the  president  of  the  Reed  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  which  position  he  has  held  ever 
since.  Always  public-minded,  he  has  done  a  great 
deal  to  promote  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  his 
community.  Politically  prominent,  he  was  secretary 
of  the  Highways  of  Pennsylvania,  from  1923  to  1925, 
inclusive,  and  contributed  valuably  to  the  road-build¬ 
ing  program  of  that  period,  which,  it  will  be  recalled, 
was  unusually  progressive  and  expansive.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Paul  Darling  Wright  married  (first),  on  April  30, 
1901,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  Florence  Lillian  Gillen, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Jane  (Poor)  Gillen,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Campbell  Wright, 
born  January  23,  1903,  and  Reuben  Gridley  Wright, 
born  February  8,  1905.  Mr.  Wright  married  (second) 
Charlotte  Augusta  Mehl,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Fredericka  (Weddige)  Mehl,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  daughter,  Margaret  Louise  Wright,  born 
January  15,  1913. 


CHARLES  DWIGHT  McDONALD— Since  1925 
a  resident  of  the  town  of  Freedom,  Pennsylvania, 
Charles  Dwight  McDonald  is  serving  as  supervising 
principal  of  the  schools  here.  He  has  done  much  to 
promote  the  best  in  educational  life  and  to  make  the 
schools  a  living  institution,  fitting  the  pupils  for  the 
finest  type  of  citizenship,  and  his  position  is  one  of 
esteem  and  high  standing. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  born  on  August  1,  1896,  in 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  son  of  George  J.  and  Mary 
M.  (Fry)  McDonald.  After  he  had  received  his 
elementary  education,  he  attended  high  school  in 
Muskingum  County,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1924  from  Muskingum  College,  taking  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  As  early  as  1915  he  began  his 
active  school  work,  however,  teaching  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Ohio  for  two  years  and  for  one  year  in 
the  graded  schools.  In  1921  he  came  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  one  year  at  South  Heights,  he  spent  three 
years  in  Beaver,  teaching  mathematics.  In  1925  he 
came  to  Freedom  to  take  his  present  position,  the 
superintendency  of  schools.  Under  his  supervision  he 
has  four  schools,  with  thirty-one  teachers  and  830 
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pupils,  and  in  his  community  he  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  fine  interest  in  the  schools  and  their 
work. 

A  member  of  the  National  Education  Association 
and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association, 
Mr.  McDonald  also  belongs  to  the  School  Superin¬ 
tendents’  Association.  Through  these  groups,  he 
keeps  in  touch  with  all  new  developments  in  school 
life  throughout  the  country  and  the  world  at  large, 
applying  and  adapting  the  knowledge  thus  acquired 
to  the  special  needs  and  conditions  of  the  schools  of 
Freedom. 

Also  interested  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Donald  is  affiliated  with  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Frater¬ 
nity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days,  as  well  as 
with  the  American  Legion  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  In 
1930  he  began  his  term  as  president  of  the  Beaver 
County  Child  Study  Bureau,  having  been  elected  for 
a  term  to  expire  in  1932 ;  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
he  is  also  president  of  the  Beaver  Valley  School 
Men’s  Association.  A  Presbyterian  in  his  religious 
faith,  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  member  of  the  Session  of 
his  denomination.  It  is  but  natural,  of  course,  that  a 
man  so  concerned  with  education  and  training  of  the 
young  should  extend  his  interests  in  youth  to  their 
extracurricular  activities  and  all  the  affairs  of  their 
lives,  and  through  his  work  with  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  (he  is  chairman  of  the  local  committee  in 
Freedom),  he  has  been  widely  influential. 

Mr.  McDonald’s  career  has  also  included  service  in 
the  late  World  War.  On  September  5,  1918,  he 
entered  his  country’s  forces,  going  to  Camp  Sherman, 
Ohio,  and  serving  usefully  in  different  departments  of 
the  army.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on 
September  5,  1919,  just  one  year  after  he  enlisted. 
His  membership  in  the  American  Legion  enables  him 
today  to  continue  his  army  contacts,  and  into  this 
organization,  as  into  all  the  groups  with  which  he  has 
associated  himself,  he  has  put  his  fullest  measure  of 
energy  and  enthusiasm,  so  winning  the  very  high  re¬ 
gard  of  his  fellowmen  in  all  walks  of  life  and  making 
himself  a  more  than  ordinarily  useful  figure  in  Free¬ 
dom  life  and  affairs. 

Charles  Dwight  McDonald  married,  on  June  6,  1924, 
Florence  Jameson,  of  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  a 
teacher  in  the  Beaver  schools,  who  was  educated  at  the 
Slippery  Rock  State  Teachers’  College.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  have  been  children:  1.  Dwight  Jameson. 
2.  Dorothy  Ileane.  The  family  home  of  the  Mc¬ 
Donalds  is  situated  at  No.  550  Fourth  Avenue,  Free¬ 
dom. 


J.  HOWARD  SWICK,  M.  D.— In  Beaver  Falls 
and  Beaver  County,  J.  Howard  Swick,  M.  D.,  has 
figured  prominently  in  many  branches  of  civic,  pro¬ 
fessional  and  business  life,  and  each  of  the  organiza¬ 
tions  and  departments  of  human  affairs  with  which  he 
has  had  to  do  has  benefited  from  his  labors.  As  phy¬ 
sician,  as  Congressman,  as  corporation  official,  he  has 
served  faithfully  and  effectively,  with  the  result  that 
his  position  is  one  of  high  esteem  and  regard. 

Dr.  Swick  was  born  at  New  Brighton,  Beaver 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  August  6,  1879,  son  of 
Daniel  W.  and  Mary  Ann  (Boots)  Swick.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools,  prepared  for  college  at 
Peirsol’s  Academy,  and  for  five  years  thereafter  was 
a  teacher.  He  then  entered  Geneva  College,  taking  a 
two-year  course  and  determining  definitely  that  he 
wanted  to  take  up  medicine  as  his  life’s  work.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  matriculated  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  graduated  in 


1906  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  During 
the  last  two  years  of  his  course  there,  he  served  as 
interne  at  the  Children’s  Homeopathic  Hospital,  in 
Philadelphia,  performing  the  duties  of  his  position  and 
at  the  same  time  fulfilling  the  college  requirements. 
The  energy  that  prompted  him  to  undertake  this 
double  schedule  has  been  characteristic  of  him 
throughout  life,  and,  finishing  his  studies,  he  served 
two  more  months  as  interne  at  the  Pittsburgh  Homeo¬ 
pathic  Hospital,  beginning  then  his  practice  in  Beaver 
Falls  after  taking  his  diploma  and  degree  at  the 
Hahnemann  institution. 

In  Beaver  Falls  he  served  as  physician-in-charge  of 
the  dependents  of  North  Sewickley  and  Franklin 
Township,  and  as  a  member  of  the  health  bureau. 
Though  his  practice  has  been  general,  he  has  special¬ 
ized  in  children’s  diseases,  and  has  made  this  branch 
of  medicine  the  object  of  careful  study  and  investi¬ 
gation.  He  has  an  extensive  knowledge  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  his  popularity  has  been  apparent  in  his 
rapidly  growing  practice. 

During  the  World  War,  he  served  his  country  as 
he  has  consistently  served  his  profession  and  his  fel¬ 
lowmen,  entering  the  service  in  August,  1917,  and 
going  to  Camp  Greenleaf,  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  for 
training,  and  thence  proceeding  to  the  American  Uni¬ 
versity  Camp,  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
to  train  special  units.  Those  units  consisted  of  medi¬ 
cal  men  who  were  sent  across  with  the  regiments  of 
engineers  from  April  to  May,  1918.  Dr.  Swick  him¬ 
self  was  sent  to  France  with  the  42d  Engineers  as  a 
surgeon,  and  later  was  transferred  to  the  20th  Engi¬ 
neers,  stationed  at  Mimizan  les  Bains,  where  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  camp  hospital  until  after  the  Armistice  was 
signed.  In  March,  1919,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
15th  Regiment  of  Engineers,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  returned  home  on  May  10,  1919,  holding 
the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  recommended  for  a 
major’s  commission,  and  on  June  24,  1919,  was  so 
honored,  being  made  a  major  in  the  Reserve  Corps. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  further  advanced,  having 
been  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  in  1929.  He  began 
his  war-time  service  as  a  lieutenant.  Today  Dr. 
Swick  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  affiliated 
with  Beaver  Falls  Post  No.  261,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  Reserve 
Officers’  Association. 

Business  has  interested  Dr.  Swick,  too ;  and  he  has 
contributed  of  his  talents  to  this  field  of  Pennsylvania 
life.  Since  its  inception,  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  Moltrup  Steel  Products  Company,  of  which  he  is 
vice-president  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  he  is  also  a 
director  and  the  president  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Beaver  Falls. 

In  1926  Dr.  Swick  was  elected  a  member  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  represent  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
District,  including  Beaver,  Butler  and  Lawrence  coun¬ 
ties  ;  and  he  is  serving  his  third  term  in  this  office. 
In  the  National  Congress,  he  has  served  on  the  World 
War  Veterans’  committee,  sponsoring  both  the  gen¬ 
eral  and  special  pensions,  and  also  on  the  public  build¬ 
ings  and  grounds  committee,  in  which  connection  he 
has  secured  a  number  of  post  offices  for  different 
communities  in  his  district.  Another  committee  on 
which  he  has  served  is  that  handling  census  and  pen¬ 
sions. 

Many  are  the  civic  and  social  groups  with  which 
Dr.  Swick  has  from  time  to  time  affiliated  himself ; 
and  he  is  especially  prominent  in  fraternal  circles 
through  his  membership  in  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  In  the  Masonic  order,  he  is  connected  with 
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numerous  higher  bodies,  including  the  Court  of  Honor 
of  New  Castle,  New  Castle  Consistory  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Syria  Temple  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Dr.  Swick  had  the  privilege  of  organizing  the  first 
Lions  Club  in  Beaver  Falls,  where  he  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Beaver  Falls 
Country  Club.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Congressional 
Country  Club,  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Considering  all  his  varied  affiliations, 
one  might  suspect  that  Dr.  Swick  no  longer  had  time 
for  medical  work;  but  such  is  not  the  case.  He  is 
keenly  interested  in  every  new  professional  develop¬ 
ment  ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  physicians  of 
the  Beaver  Valley  General  Hospital,  as  well  as  of 
that  of  the  Providence  Hospital.  He  is  affiliated,  like¬ 
wise,  with  the  Beaver  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association.  He  belongs  also  to  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  and  Beaver  County  homeopathic  societies. 

In  1931,  on  the  twenty- fifth  anniversary  of  his 
graduation  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  that 
institution  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts.  On  that  occasion,  too,  he  made 
the  annual  address  to  the  graduating  class. 

Dr.  J.  Howard  Swick  married,  on  September  19, 
1906,  Esther  L.  Duncan,  born  in  North  Sewickley 
Township,  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  Duncan.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  de¬ 
ceased :  1.  J.  Howard,  2d,  a  student  at  Western  High 
School,  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  2. 
Charles  Emerson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
3.  Florence  Irene,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

The  Washington  residence  of  Dr.  Swick  and  his 
family  is  situated  at  No.  1613  Forty-fourth  Street, 
Northwest,  Foxhall  Village;  his  Beaver  Falls  office, 
1314  Eighth  Avenue. 


MORGAN  H.  SOHN — Professional  and  public 
life  have  furnished  ample  opportunity  to  Morgan  H. 
Sohn  for  helpful  participation  in  the  affairs  of  Ali¬ 
quippa,  the  community  in  which  he  lives  in  this,  his 
native  State.  His  legal  career  has  been  an  interesting 
one,  useful  to  his  fellow-citizens  and  their  institu¬ 
tions,  with  the  result  that  he  is  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  among  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Sohn  was  born  in  Hopewell  Township,  Beaver 
County,  on  March  29,  1901,  son  of  Henry  and  Rosa 
(Hartenbach)  Sohn.  The  mother  is  now  deceased. 
The  father,  retired  from  the  active  endeavors  of  his 
career,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  family  is 
an  old  and  well-established  one  in  this  part  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  present  Mr.  Sohn’s  grandfather,  Valen¬ 
tine  Sohn,  having  come  with  his  brother,  George 
Sohn,  from  Germany,  the  ancestral  land  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  to  the  United  States,  where  he  settled  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  Thence  he  came  to  Beaver  County,  this 
State,  which  has  since  been  the  seat  of  the  Sohns. 
For  a  time,  Valentine  Sohn  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Hopewell  Township,  as  was  his  son,  Henry 
Sohn,  who  was  active  in  many  departments  of  local 
civic  affairs,  serving  often  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  Henry  and  Rosa  (Hartenbach)  Sohn  had 
two  sons:  1.  Morgan  H.,  of  this  review.  2.  Harold 
A.,  an  electrical  contractor  at  Five  Points,  Hope- 
well  Township. 

After  receiving  his  preliminary  education,  Morgan 
H.  Sohn,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  ma¬ 


triculated  at  Geneva  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1923  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  took  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  from 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1926,  and  on  August 
30,  of  that  year,  was  formally  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  a  general  legal 
practice  in  partnership  with  Charles  R.  Eckert  in  the 
firm  of  Eckert  and  Sohn,  with  offices  in  both  Ali- 
quippa  and  Beaver. 

Quite  aside  from  his  own  work  as  a  lawyer,  Mr. 
Sohn  is  interested  in  the  general  affairs  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  being  a  member  of  the  Beaver  County  Bar 
Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  has  for  many  years  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  politics,  and  was,  in  September,  1929,  elected 
burgess. 

In  civic  and  social  life,  too,  Mr.  Sohn  is  one  of 
the  leaders  in  Aliquippa,  especially  through  his  affilia¬ 
tions  with  different  organizations.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Aliquippa  Golf  Club,  as  well  as  of  the  Am- 
bridge-Baden  Land  Company.  He  has  done  every¬ 
thing  in  his  power,  through  the  groups  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  to  promote  a  better  understanding  in 
his  community,  especially  among  business  interests, 
and  a  common  appreciation  of  one  another’s  prob¬ 
lems.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  Woodlawn  Lodge  No.  672,  as  well  as 
with  the  New  Castle  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  Club,  of  Aliquippa,  and  of  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Into  many  organizations,  he  has 
put  the  full  measure  of  his  energy  and  ability. 

Morgan  H.  Sohn  married,  on  September  1,  1925, 
Beatrice  Carl,  daughter  of  Ernest  G.  and  Lillian  M. 
(Morgan)  Carl.  Mrs.  Sohn  is  active  in  a  number 
of  women's  groups  in  Aliquippa,  where  she  is  an  ex¬ 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sohn 
have  children,  Marilyn  and  Barbara.  The  family 
home  is  situated  at  No.  108  Major  Street,  in  Ali¬ 
quippa. 


HENRY  COWELL  BIRCHARD.  M.  D.— An 

inquiry  into  the  history  of  Ellwood  City,  Lawrence 
County,  will  reveal  the  interesting  facts  that  Dr. 
Henry  Cowell  Birchard  was  the  first  practicing  phy¬ 
sician  of  the  town,  and  that  he  established  its  first 
drug  store.  This  was  in  the  days  when  Ellwood  City 
was  just  getting  beyond  the  stage  of  a  “boom"  vil¬ 
lage,  when  the  country  store  was  gaining  a  com¬ 
panion  or  two,  and  one  traveled  the  region  on  horse¬ 
back  because  there  were  so  few  roads  usable  by 
vehicles.  The  doctor  was  born  June  10,  1839,  at 
Cambridge  Springs,  Pennsylvania,  on  his  father’s 
homestead,  a  pioneer  grant  of  land  which  had  been 
the  home  of  the  family  since  that  section  had  been 
opened  to  development.  His  parents,  Darius  and 
Caroline  Birchard,  gave  him  the  preliminaries  of  an 
education  which  were  supplemented  by  instruction  in 
the  semi-public  schools  of  Cambridge  Springs. 

Dr.  Birchard  had  his  own  ideas  of  what  he  would 
like  to  do,  and  farming  was  not  his  choice  of  a 
career.  Of  necessity  he  had  to  take  up  agriculture 
as  a  youth,  and  his  knowledge  of  farming  helped 
him  to  gain  funds  to  secure  professional  training,  and 
later  was  of  value  in  the  understanding  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  he  treated  as  a  physician,  for  most  of  them 
at  first,  made  their  living  from  the  soil.  He  read 
medicine,  much  as  the  would-be  lawyer  of  that  day 
“read  law,”  and  eventually  was  able  to  matriculate 
at  Pittsburgh  Medical  College  and  to  be  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
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Then  came  the  Civil  War,  and  Dr.  Birchard 
promptly  enlisted  in  the  Union  forces  and  prepared 
for  active  service  at  the  front.  As  is  well  known, 
the  lack  of  proper  medical  officers  and  supplies  and 
the  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  camps  disabled  more 
men  than  did  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  Henry  C. 
Birchard  was  among  the  unfortunates  who  had  to 
fight  ill-health  instead  of  the  enemy,  and  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  rolled  on  into  the  South  without  him. 

During  the  post-war  period  he  came  to  Ellwood 
City  and  hung  out  his  shingle,  as  a  physician,  and 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  was  the 
devoted,  hard-worked  family  doctor,  now  almost  a 
rarity,  riding  the  country-side  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  night.  It  was  not  his  first  post  by  any  means 
for  Dr.  Birchard  had  practiced  in  a  number  of  other 
Pennsylvania  towns,  prior  to  his  settlement  in  Ellwood 
City.  Like  other  practitioners  of  his  day  he  had 
great  difficulty  in  securing  the  proper  medicines  and 
drugs,  and  medical  appliances.  At  first  he  tried  to  be 
a  sort  of  traveling  pharmacy  and  supply  the  needs 
from  his  private  stock.  With  the  growth  of  his 
clientele  this  soon  proved  impossible,  and  he  there¬ 
fore,  established  a  drug  store  in  the  “City,”  the  first 
of  its  kind.  His  story  from  this  point  is  one  of  in¬ 
creasing  success.  He  made  money,  saved  it  and  in¬ 
vested  it  wisely.  If  Dr.  Birchard  profited  by  his 
association  with  the  affairs  of  Ellwood  City,  it  must 
be  acknowledged  that  he  shared  the  results  of  his 
prosperity  liberally  with  those  less  fortunate  than 
himself,  for  he  was  the  exemplar  of  generosity.  One 
other  truth  should  go  on  record;  Dr.  Birchard  had 
the  good  luck  to  marry  a  wife  who  was  a  genuine 
helpmate  in  the  years  when  a  good  wife  was  a  man’s 
salvation.  It  could  be  said  of  her  as  it  was  said  of 
the  Puritan  women:  They  not  only  had  to  share 
all  the  burdens  borne  by  their  husbands,  but  had  to 
endure  the  husbands  in  addition.  Dr.  Birchard  was 
active  in  furthering  the  development  of  Ellwood 
City,  both  from  the  commercial  and  prosperity  stand¬ 
point,  and  from  the  welfare  and  betterment  point  of 
view.  He  was  a  Republican  in  the  political  al¬ 
legiance,  and  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  faith. 

Henry  Cowell  Birchard  married,  on  September  12, 
1864,  Josephine  A.  Cummings,  of  Woodcox,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Cyrus  Trumbull 
Cummings,  general  merchant,  justice  of  the  peace 
and  prominent  citizen,  now  deceased.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Birchard  were  the  parents  of  four  sons  of  whom  only 
one  is  living.  They  were:  Charles  F.,  Henry  C., 
Herman  W.,  and  Vere  L.  Charles  F.  Birchard,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  was  a  lifelong  associate 
of  his  father  in  the  drug  business,  conducting  two 
stores  at  one  time.  He  was  very  successful  and 
prominent  in  the  life  of  the  city.  Charles  F.  never 
married  and  lived  with  his  mother  at  the  Birchard 
residence.  Vere  L.  Birchard  is  engaged  in  the  phar¬ 
macy  business  at  Crafton,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Henry  Cowell  Birchard  died  in  1896,  and  his 
passing  marked  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  period  of  Ellwood  City.  He  had  been  a  useful 
citizen;  his  good  deeds  were  remembered  by  hun¬ 
dreds  dwelling  over  a  wide  and  sometimes  inaccessible 
area.  He  had  helped  to  build  a  city,  and  Ellwood 
City  is  in  a  sense  a  very  real  monument  to  the 
labors  and  the  faith  of  Dr.  Birchard,  pioneer  phy¬ 
sician  and  faithful  exemplar  of  all  that  was  worth 
while  in  character  and  life. 


COLONEL  JAMES  LAWRENCE  COSTELLA 

— In  an  active  career  covering  more  than  three  dec¬ 
ades,  Colonel  James  Lawrence  Costella  has  won  dis¬ 


tinction  as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  his  country,  as  an 
engineer  in  the  profession  to  which  he  was  trained, 
and  as  an  official  of  Allegheny  County  in  the  sev¬ 
eral  responsible  positions  which  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill.  His  patriotism  and  public  spirit  are 
beyond  question,  but  in  addition  to  these  qualities  he 
has  displayed  a  capacity  for  leadership  and  a  con¬ 
sistent  devotion  to  the  highest  ideals  which  have 
made  his  citizenship  of  the  greatest  value.  He  is  one 
of  Pittsburgh’s  best  known  residents. 

Colonel  Costella  was  born  at  Manassas,  Virginia, 
March  31,  1877,  a  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Thomas 
and  Ellen  (Lawrence)  Costella,  both  now  deceased. 
His  father,  a  chemist  by  profession,  fought  in  the 
cause  of  the  South  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a 
captain  in  the  1st  Virginia  Cavalry  and  participated 
in  many  important  engagements,  including  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  where  he  lost  his  right  leg. 

James  Lawrence  Costella  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
subsequently  attending  high  school  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  In  preparation  for  his  chosen  career, 
he  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadel¬ 
phia  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  civil  engineering. 
In  the  same  year  he  became  connected  with  the 
Newall  Engineering  Company  of  Philadelphia,  but 
he  remained,  however,  for  only  a  short  time,  enlist¬ 
ing  in  1898  for  military  service  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War.  He  was  commissioned  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Engineers  in  the  United  States  Army  and 
saw  service  in  both  Cuba  and  the  Philippines,  receiv¬ 
ing  his  honorable  discharge  in  1903. 

From  1903  until  1906  Colonel  Costella  was  connected 
with  the  National  Fireproofing  Company  of  Pittsburgh, 
resigning  to  become  supervising  and  construction 
engineer  for  the  Concrete  Steel  and  Tile  Company, 
of  Detroit  and  Pittsburgh.  This  office  he  filled  with 
credit  and  distinction  for  five  years.  In  1911  he  em¬ 
barked  upon  a  new  phase  of  his  career,  becoming 
sales  engineer  for  the  Pierce-Arrow  Company  in  its 
commercial  vehicle  department,  with  headquarters  in 
Pittsburgh.  In  1916,  however,  he  once  more  laid 
aside  his  professional  work  in  order  to  enter  military 
service  when  the  Mexican  border  disturbances  broke 
out.  He  was  then  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  the 
18th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and 
went  to  the  border  with  these  troops.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  he  was  transferred  to  the  Regular  Army  and 
was  given  command  of  Truck  Train  No.  8,  serving 
on  General  Pershing’s  staff  during  the  latter’s  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Mexico.  On  April  1,  1917,  he  returned  to 
Pittsburgh  with  every  intention  of  resuming  his  pro¬ 
fessional  activities,  but  in  the  same  month  the  United 
States  entered  the  World  War  and  almost  imme¬ 
diately  he  reentered  military  service,  being  reassigned 
to  the  18th  Regiment  which  was  called  into  active 
service  on  April  13,  1917.  Later,  these  troops  became 
the  1  nth  Infantry,  28th  Division,  and  Mr.  Costella 
was  made  captain  of  the  Supply  Company.  In  March, 
1918,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  and 
was  assigned  to  the  staff  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  28th  Division.  With  this  division  he  went  over¬ 
seas  and  soon  afterwards  was  commissioned  lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel  and  assigned  as  division  motor  transpor¬ 
tation  officer.  In  that  capacity  he  participated  in  the 
Chateau-Thierry  defensive  and  in  the  first  phases 
of  the  Meuse- Argonne  offensive.  With  the  signing 
of  the  Armistice  he  was  stationed  at  Stenay,  and 
from  that  town  went  into  Germany  with  the  Army 
of  Occupation,  being  stationed  at  Trier.  Here  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  return  to  the  United  States  in  July, 
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1919.  On  July  20th  of  that  year,  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  to 
which  he  had  been  promoted  just  before  going  into 
Germany.  He  now  holds  this  rank  in  the  Officers’ 
Reserve  Corps. 

After  this  war-time  service,  Colonel  Costella  re¬ 
turned  to  the  pursuits  of  peace.  He  returned  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  was  there  appointed  maintenance  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County.  In  1924  he  was  appointed  deputy 
County  treasurer  of  Allegheny  County  by  the  Hon. 
Samuel  D.  Foster,  who  was  then  county  treasurer. 
Subsequently,  on  January  1,  1928,  Mr.  Foster  took 
office  as  county  recorder,  and  Colonel  Costella  was 
thereupon  appointed  by  him  deputy  recorder  of 
deeds,  a  position  which  he  still  holds.  Colonel  Cos¬ 
tella  has  administered  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
conspicuous  fidelity  and  success,  bringing  to  his  work 
the  same  fine  ability  which  distinguished  his  career 
in  private  life  and  in  the  army.  His  offices  are 
situated  in  the  City-County  Building. 

Colonel  Costella  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  in  this  order  is  very  prominent,  being 
a  member  of  Fellowship  Lodge,  and  a  member  of 
all  higher  bodies  of  the  York  Rite,  including  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Chapter,  No.  268,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mount 
Moriah  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Du- 
quesne  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  a  member 
of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine;  Islam  Grotto,  Mystic  Order, 
Veiled  Prophets  of  the  Enchanted  Realm.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  National  Sojourners,  the  Union  and 
Press  clubs  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Amen  Corner,  the 
1  nth  Infantry  Regiment  Association,  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars,  the  American  Legion  and  the  Fed¬ 
eration  of  War  Societies. 

On  April  24,  1901,  at  Philadelphia,  James  Lawrence 
Costella  married  Mary  A.  Collins,  daughter  of  the 
late  James  and  Honora  Collins.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Gertrude  A.,  a  graduate 
of  Bryn  Mawr  College.  2.  James  Lawrence,  Jr.,  a 
graduate  of  the  South  Hills  High  School,  Pittsburgh 
and  of  Virginia  Military  Institute,  Lexington,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  3.  Elizabeth  M. 


CHARLES  E.  BAER — A  graduate  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Forest  School,  Mr.  Baer  has  been 
connected  with  the  forestry  service  of  his  native  State 
for  the  last  sixteen  years.  For  almost  ten  years  he 
has  now  been  stationed  at  Emporium  as  District 
Forester  and  during  this  period  he  has  rendered 
important  services  to  the  section  under  his  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Since  coming  to  Emporium  Mr.  Baer  has  made 
many  friends  for  himself. 

Charles  E.  Baer  was  born  at  Lewistown,  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1890,  a  son  of  Edward  E.  and  Margaret  Ellen 
(Heck)  Baer.  His  father  was  connected  with  the 
Spanogle  &  Yeager  Milling  Company  at  Lewis- 
town,  and  now  retired.  Mr.  Baer’s  mother  died  in 
1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Baer  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  1.  Charles  E.,  of  whom  further. 
2.  James  Irvin,  now  deceased.  3.  Esther  Elizabeth, 
now  deceased.  4.  Clarence  E.,  a  resident  of  Ellwood 
City,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Baer  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
Lewistown  and  then  attended  Lewistown  Prepara¬ 
tory  School  for  one  year.  After  that  he  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  for  one  year  at  Susquehanna  University  at 
Selinsgrove.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  entered  the 
State  Forest  School  at  Mont  Alto,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1915-  Immediately  following  his 


graduation  he  was  assigned  to  the  Department  of 
Forests  and  Waters  at  Harrisburg  where  he  spent 
one  year.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  commenced 
his  field  work  in  the  forestry  department  and  became 
forester  at  Elimsport,  where  he  remained  three  and 
one-half  years.  Next  he  spent  a  similar  period  at 
Pottsville.  In  1923  Mr.  Baer  was  appointed  District 
Forester  of  the  Elk  Forest  District,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  Marys  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Air.  Baer  married,  June  27,  1929,  Beatrice  Butler, 
of  Emporium. 


EDWARD  L.  FREELAND,  of  Beaver,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  is  the  owner  and  publisher  of  “The  Daily 
Times,”  only  daily  paper  in  the  county  seat  of 
Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  paper  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  became  the  sole  owner  on  July  1,  1929.  Prior  to 
that  time  he  had  been  associated  in  the  ownership  of 
the  paper  with  John  L.  Stewart,  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  for  many  years  part  owner 
and  vice-president  of  the  Tribune  Printing  Com¬ 
pany  at  Beaver  Falls.  Mr.  Freeland  began  his  news¬ 
paper  career  in  Washington,  and  was  later  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  “Pittsburgh  Post.” 

Air.  Freeland  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  county 
seat  and  the  county  itself.  He  is  a  former  school 
teacher  in  Greene  and  Washington  counties.  He 
performed  distinguished  service  for  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  during  the  World  War,  and  is  widely  known 
in  club,  fraternal  and  newspaper  circles. 

Born  in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  December 
25,  1883,  Edward  L.  Freeland  is  the  son  of  David  L. 
Freeland,  a  native  farmer  of  that  county,  and  Sarah 
Jane  (Kiger)  Freeland.  He  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  and  business  schools,  and  later  attended 
Waynesburg  and  Washington  and  Jefferson  colleges. 
After  service  some  years  as  associate  editor  of  the 
“Washington  Observer  and  Reporter,”  Air.  Freeland 
gained  valuable  experience  as  an  editorial  and  special 
writer  for  the  “Pittsburgh  Post.” 

In  1911  Air.  Freeland  went  to  Beaver,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  became  associated  with  “The  Daily 
Times.”  He  became  the  managing  editor,  and  a  few 
years  later  took  over  the  entire  management  and 
control  of  the  paper.  In  February  of  1921,  Air. 
Freeland  and  Air.  Stewart  purchased  the  “Beaver 
Falls  Tribune.”  For  some  time  Air.  Freeland  became 
the  managing  editor  and  general  manager  in  control 
of  policies  and  staffs  of  both  papers.  When  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  Air.  Stewart  in  “The  Times” 
in  1929,  he  also  sold  his  interest  in  the  “Beaver  Falls 
Tribune”  to  Mr.  Stewart. 

“The  Times”  has  a  circulation  of  approximately  six 
thousand  copies  daily  (ABC),  has  a  modern  plant, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  county. 
Being  located  in  the  geographical  center  of  the 
county,  its  influence  radiates  in  all  directions.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Freeland  is  a  Republican.  His  edi¬ 
torial  policy  is  fair  and  impartial,  fearless  and  coura¬ 
geous,  and  for  that  reason  his  editorial  expressions 
carry  much  conviction  with  the  masses  throughout 
the  county.  During  the  World  War  he  was  in  charge 
of  Liberty  Loan  publicity  work  throughout  the 
Fourth  Federal  Reserve  District,  was  a  “minute 
speaker”  and  gave  valuable  service  in  and  out  of 
his  home  county. 

Mr.  Freeland  is  a  member  of  St.  James  Lodge 
No.  457,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Beaver; 
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the  New  Castle  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  of 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Syria  Tem¬ 
ple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  Pittsburgh;  Beaver  Lodge,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  the  Fort  McIntosh  Social 
Club,  the  Lambskin  Club,  the  Keystone  Athletic 
Club,  of  Pittsburgh;  the  Beaver  Valley  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Beaver  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Chamber  of  Commerce;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  control  of  the  Penn-Beaver 
Hotel,  at  Rochester;  member  of  the  Rotary  Club, 
Syria  Automobile  Club,  director  at  large  of  the 
Beaver  County  Community  Chest  Association,  and 
a  director  of  the  Beaver  County  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  numerous 
national,  State  and  local  newspaper  and  newspaper¬ 
men’s  organizations.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Beaver  United  Presbyterian  Church,  which 
organization  he  has  served  officially  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Freeland  is  at  this  time  a  member  of  the  town 
council  of  Beaver  by  appointment,  and  director  on 
the  board  of  finances  (1932). 

In  October,  1913,  Mr.  Freeland  married  Ethel 
Faye  Gailey,  native  of  Beaver  County,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Daniel  D.  and  Adelia  J.  (Anderson)  Gailey, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Phyllis 
L.,  born  in  1917.  2.  Doris  E.,  born  in  1923.  3.  Edward 
Russell,  born  in  1931. 


JOSEPH  F.  GUFFEY — A  well-known  figure  in 
the  industrial  circles  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  number 
of  years,  Joseph  F.  Guffey  has  been  particularly 
prominent  in  the  petroleum  industry,  both  of  the  State 
and  in  more  extensive  operations.  He  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  December  29, 
1875,  son  of  John  and  Bararetta  (Hough)  Guffey, 
both  parents  bearing  names  which  are  recorded  in 
the  early  annals  of  the  Commonwealth.  Joseph  F. 
puffey  received  his  preliminary  schooling  in  the  local 
institutions,  and  was  prepared  for  college  by  the 
Princeton  (New  Jersey)  Preparatory  School,  and 
matriculated  at  Princeton  University  in  1890.  After 
two  years  study,  Mr.  Guffey,  although  still  an  im¬ 
mature  boy,  set  out  to  make  a  career  for  himself, 
and  after  being  employed  at  several  unimportant 
occupations,  entered  the  United  States  Postal  serv¬ 
ice  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1894,  and  re¬ 
mained  until  well  on  into  the  year  1899.  He  then 
accepted  the  position  of  secretary  of  a  Philadelphia 
company  (later  to  become  general  manager  of  the 
same)  interested  in  public  utilities  in  Pittsburgh  and 
affiliated  corporations,  continuing  as  such  until  1919. 

Petroleum  has  played  an  outstanding  role  in  the 
development  of  Pennsylvania.  Oil  was  cheaper  than 
the  other  fuels  used,  was  cleaner  and  its  use  required 
less  man  power — and  the  automobile  was  just  com¬ 
ing  into  increased  use.  The  potentialities  of  oil  pro¬ 
duction  appealed  to  young  men  of  vision  and  enter¬ 
prise.  Even  before  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen¬ 
tury,  Mr.  Guffey  was  interested  in  the  petroleum 
possibilities  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1900  began  his 
connection  with  the  industry  which  was  to  be  his 
vocation  thereafter.  He  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Guffev-Gillespie  Oil  Company,  and  of  the  Atlantic 
Gulf  Oil  Company,  and  the  Columbia  Syndicate. 

Business  has  never  been  permitted  to  absorb  all  of 
Mr.  Guffey’s  time  and  activities.  As  was  natural, 
when  the  United  States  became  involved  in  the 
World  War,  he,  as  a  leader  in  the  petroleum  indus¬ 
try  was  made  a  member  of  the  War  Industries 
Board,  in  the  Petroleum  Service  Division,  and  served 


valuably  in  that  sphere  of  war  work.  He  was  also 
a  director  of  the  bureau  of  sales,  in  the  Alien  Prop¬ 
erty  Custodian’s  office,  during  the  war.  For  many 
years  a  Democrat  in  his  political  faith  and  allegiance, 
since  1920  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
National  Committee  from  Pennsylvania.  Among  his 
clubs  are  the  University,  Pittsburgh,  Duquesne,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Golf,  Allegheny  Country  and  the  Bankers, 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Princeton  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Guffey  seldom  fails  to  participate  in  movements  de¬ 
signed  for  the  general,  civic  and  social  welfare  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  generously  supports  institutions  and 
projects  philanthropic  and  humanitarian  in  character. 


P.  W.  BARKER — In  the  printing  and  newspaper 
publishing  trade,  Perry  William  Barker  is  one  of 
the  leaders  in  his  region  of  this  State  and  Ohio,  being 
head  of  the  Midland  Printing  Company  and  the 
owner  and  proprietor  of  the  “Midland  News,”  of 
Midland.  Born  in  East  Liverpool,  he  is  highly  es¬ 
teemed  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  in 
a  position  to  render  outstanding  service  to  his  com¬ 
munity. 

Mr.  Barker  was  born  in  East  Liverpool,  Ohio, 
on  September  30,  1890,  son  of  William  and  Louise 
(Robinson)  Barker.  His  grandparents  came  from 
England  to  this  country,  where  they  became  engaged 
in  the  great  pottery  industry  of  East  Liverpool. 

In  the  public  schools  of  East  Liverpool,  his  birth¬ 
place,  Perry  Willaim  Barker  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation;  and,  while  still  a  boy,  was  employed  on  the 
East  Liverpool  “Review.”  There  it  was  that  he 
learned  the  rudiments  of  printing  and  publishing,  his 
next  association  having  been  with  the  Salem  “News,” 
in  Salem,  Ohio.  Going  then  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  he  was 
connected  there  with  the  “Legal  News.”  While  so 
serving,  the  World  War  involved  the  United  States, 
bringing  about  his  entry  into  the  army  with  the  84th 
Division,  the  336th  Infantry,  Company  K.  After  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  had  gone  overseas, 
he  was  transferred  to  the  90th  Division,  359th  Infan¬ 
try,  Company  G,  which  he  joined  on  October  1, 
1918.  In  the  Argonne  sector,  engaged  in  the  active 
fighting,  he  went  “over  the  top”  and  was  wounded 
in  the  right  arm.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  in  March,  1919,  after  which  he  returned  once 
more  to  the  “Legal  News”  in  Toledo.  Still  later  he 
removed  to  Cleveland,  and  then  to  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  in  job  printing  offices, 
so  continuing  until,  in  1922,  he  came  to  Midland. 

In  this  city,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  R.  D. 
Paisley  under  the  name  of  the  Midland  Printing 
Company,  which  is  widely  known  today  in  this  part 
of  the  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  district.  The 
Midland  “News,”  a  weekly  newspaper,  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1927  by  the  Midland  Printing  Company; 
and  it  is  at  the  time  of  writing  (1932)  a  six-column 
eight-page  paper,  issued  every  Friday,  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  1,125.  It  caters  to  Midland  and  vicinity, 
and  its  proprietor  is  Mr.  Barker,  with  whom  G.  A. 
Robbins  is  actively  associated  as  editor.  R.  D.  Pais¬ 
ley,  co-founder  with  Mr.  Barker,  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness  on  January  1,  1930,  leaving  Mr.  Barker  as  sole 
proprietor  of  the  printing  company  and  the  paper. 
The  job  department  is  a  prominent  feature  of  the 
enterprise,  being  widely  recognized  for  its  character¬ 
istically  high  quality  of  service  and  its  use  of  the 
best  materials.  In  fact,  the  printing  department  con¬ 
stituted  the  company’s  whole  work  until  1927,  when 
the  “News”  was  established.  It  is  still,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  major  element  of  the  business,  and  all 
kinds  of  commercial  and  book  printing  are  done, 
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though  the  company  specializes  in  mill  forms.  The 
plant  employs  five  persons.  The  “News,”  in  its  politi¬ 
cal  policy,  follows  an  independent  course,  supporting 
those  measures  and  political  candidates  of  its  choice 
rather  than  a  strict  partisan  alliance,  and  so  reflect¬ 
ing  the  wisdom  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Barker,  in  addition  to  his  work,  has  given 
much  time  to  fraternal,  civic  and  social  groups  with 
which  he  is  connected.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Rotary  Club,  as  well  as 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  His  church  is  the 
Methodist  Protestant.  Each  of  these  organizations 
has  gained  from  his  work,  and  to  them  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  without  stint  of  his  time  and  talents.  He  lives 
with  his  two  sisters  in  East  Liverpool. 


PETER  GLICK — For  more  than  twenty  years, 
Peter  Glick  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
at  Pittsburgh,  rising  steadily  in  his  profession.  He 
has  also  served  the  city  and  State  in  several  public 
offices. 

Mr.  Glick  was  born  in  Pittsburgh  on  May  30,  1889, 
a  son  of  William  and  Molly  Glick.  He  was  educated 
in  local  schools,  attended  Shady  Side  Academy  and 
subsequently  entered  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1911  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  began  active  practice  in 
the  same  year  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to 
professional  pursuits  with  offices  situated  at  present 
in  the  Park  Building. 

Mr.  Glick  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  been 
active  in  councils  of  his  party.  During  1926  he  served 
as  chairman  of  the  speakers’  bureau  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  State  Committee,  and  in  1928  was  chairman 
of  the  speakers’  bureau  of  the  National  Republican 
Committee.  From  1914  to  1918  he  served  as  assist¬ 
ant  city  solicitor  of  Pittsburgh,  and  on  May  8,  1929, 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Labor 
and  Industry  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Glick  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  Rodef  Shalom 
Temple  Congregation  of  Pittsburgh  and  a  member  of 
several  clubs,  including  the  Westmoreland  Country 
Club,  and  is  president  of  the  Anglers’  Club  of  Ab- 
secon  Island,  New  Jersey.  He  was  active  in  several 
capacities  during  the  war  years  1917-18,  serving  as 
United  States  Government  appeal  agent  for  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  as  one  of  the  “four-minute”  speakers 
and  as  a  member  of  the  legal  advisory  board.  He 
also  attended  Carnegie  Officers’  Training  Camp. 

On  March  15,  1917,  Peter  Glick  married  Ger¬ 
trude  Darling  Solomon,  daughter  of  Max  Solomon 
of  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children:  1.  Louise  Darling.  2.  Sara 
Maxine.  3.  Peter,  Jr.  4.  Marjorie  Helen.  5.  Bruce. 

GRANVILLE  MONROE  CUSHING— A  man 

whose  business  career  was  such  as  to  cause  him  to 
be  widely  known  in  his  community,  that  of  Knox, 
Clarion  County,  Granville  Monroe  Cushing  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  several  different  commercial  enterprises 
in  this  place.  He  was  also  generous  of  his  time  and 
talents,  utilizing  his  business  knowledge  and  acumen 
in  many  cases  in  the  aid  of  fellow-citizens  who  needed 
his  advice  and  help.  His  activities  in  Knox  brought 
him  widespread  respect  and  esteem;  and  he  was  at 
the  same  time  loved  for  his  natural  kindliness  and  dis¬ 
position,  his  warmth  of  human  sympathy  and  affec¬ 
tion,  and  his  devotion  to  high  principles  of  living  and 
thinking.  His  was  a  career  of  usefulness;  and  his 
life  was  well  lived,  his  death  a  cause  of  deep  and  sin¬ 
cere  sorrow. 


Mr.  Cushing  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  American  families,  dating  back  to 
early  Colonial  times.  In  speaking  of  a  man’s  ances¬ 
try,  it  may  be  well  to  recall  what  Burke  said :  “It  is 
no  credit  to  any  man  to  be  regardless  of  his  past,  from 
which  the  present  is  sprung  and  without  which  the 
present  cannot  be  interpreted.”  Of  the  Cushing  fam¬ 
ily  J.  S.  Barry,  in*>his  “History  of  Hanover,*  Massa¬ 
chusetts,”  says  :  “Few  families  in  our  country  have 
been  more  celebrated  than  the  Cushings,  and  probably 
no  other  has  furnished  more  judges  for  our  probate, 
municipal  and  supreme  court.”  Though  this  is  high 
praise,  it  is  not  undeserved,  for  the  genealogy  of  the 
Cushing  family  forms  in  itself  almost  a  synopsis  of 
the  colonizing  and  early  settlement  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  States.  Mr.  Cushing  was  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  On  his 
mother’s  side  he  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Mary 
Chilton  of  the  “Mayflower.”  On  his  father’s  side  he 
belonged  to  the  family  founded  in  this  country  by 
Matthew  Cushing,  who  came  to  America  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  “The  Diligent,”  in  1638,  only  eighteen  years 
after  the  landing  of  the  “Mayflower.”  According  to 
research,  as  made  by  Frank  Hamilton  Cushing  and 
the  Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  the  Cushings  of  Norfolk, 
England,  were  entitled  to  bear  arms  for  many  suc¬ 
cessive  generations  through  their  holding  of  the 
manors  of  Chosely  and  Hardingham,  and  several 
others.  Their  ancestors  owned  numerous  manors  in 
Norfolk  as  long  ago  as  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  cen¬ 
turies.  In  the  Domesday  Book  we  find  the  ancient 
village  and  manor  of  Flockthorpe  and  this  same 
manor,  Flockthorpe,  was  possessed  by  the  Cushings 
for  several  generations.  The  family  motto  reads : 
“By  Valor  and  Divine  Aid.” 

Mr.  Cushing  was  born  on  November  29,  1848,  in 
Sherman,  New  York,  son  of  Sherman  and  Almira 
(Monroe)  Cushing.  His  parents  had  come  to  this 
place  a  year  before  from  Boston,  Massachusetts.  His 
father,  a  farmer  and  harness  manufacturer,  was 
widely  known  in  that  region  of  New  York  State  and 
was  admired  and  beloved  by  many.  He  was  never 
strong  physically  and  died  when  his  son  was  only 
about  twenty  years  old.  Granville  Monroe  Cushing, 
of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  received  his  early 
education  in  grammar  school,  studying  there  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  then  proceeded 
with  his  education  on  his  own  account,  doing  a  great 
deal  of  reading  in  widely  diversified  branches  of 
knowledge.  He  was  considered  by  those  who  knew 
him  best  as  an  extraordinarily  well-read  man  and  a 
student  of  profound  attainments. 

When  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  Mr.  Cushing  went 
to  work  in  the  local  post  office.  Clerical  work  of 
various  kinds  and  bookkeeping  positions  gradually 
widened  his  experience,  and  he  became  an  expert 
accountant.  He  continued  his  work  in  accountancy 
for  a  number  of  years  in  association  with  different  oil 
companies,  especially  those  which  were  pioneers  in 
the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania.  He  readily  came  to  be 
recognized  as  a  man  of  remarkable  business  ability 
and  ingenuity,  and  was  asked  by  those  who  knew  him 
to  take  part  in  numerous  undertakings  that  required 
intelligent  cooperation.  As  time  went  on,  he  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  law,  which  was  most  valuable  to 
him  and  to  others,  especially  in  the  settlement  of 
estates,  and  during  the  course  of  his  business  career, 
he  settled  a  number  of  estates.  His  labors  were 
greatly  appreciated  by  those  who  benefited  from 
them,  and  this  phase  of  his  work  played  no  small  role 
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in  fixing  him  firmly  in  the  affections  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

Mr.  Cushing  was  a  young  man  when  he  first  came 
to  Knox  as  bookkeeper  for  two  oil  companies,  the  Oak 
Shade  Oil  Company  and  Bradley  and  Company. 
Because  of  his  unusual  ability  and  special  gifts  for  the 
duties  that  he  performed,  he  won  rapid  advancement. 
Promoted  to  the  managership  of  the  companies,  he  soon 
saw  greater  opportunities,  however,  in  the  banking 
profession.  So  he  became  cashier  of  a  bank  in 
Knox,  rising,  after  a  short  period,  to  the  presidency 
of  the  bank.  He  had  numerous  opportunities  there¬ 
after  to  enter  upon  important  positions  with  larger 
banking  institutions,  but  always  remained,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  his  personal  preference,  with  the  bank  with 
which  he  was  first  associated. 

This  loyalty  to  institutions  probably  sprang  from 
the  same  element  of  his  character  that  made  him  true 
and  steadfast  in  his  friendships  and  personal  rela¬ 
tionships.  Finding  his  business  associations  in  Knox 
very  pleasant  from  the  outset  of  his  career,  he  chose 
to  stay  here  despite  tempting  offers  that  came  to  him 
from  other  centers.  And  here  he  was  recognized  by 
all  for  his  sterling  integrity  and  worth.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  board  of  directors  and  the 
directors’  meetings  were  held,  for  the  rest  of  his  life, 
in  Mr.  Cushing’s  home.  For  many  years  his  wife  had 
been  in  ill  health;  and  they  had  lived,  for  much  of  the 
time,  in  the  Nixon  Hotel,  in  Butler,  their  home  being 
where  her  family  had  made  their  residence  for  one 
hundred  and  thirty  years. 

Interested,  likewise,  in  civic  affairs  and  in  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  public  life,  Mr.  Cushing  was,  in  his  political 
views,  a  staunch  Republican  and  a  supporter  of  his 
party’s  policies  and  principles.  On  his  party’s  ticket, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Knox 
and  from  time  to  time  he  was  chosen  to  occupy  other 
local  offices  in  his  community.  Active  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  he  had  held  offices  in  his 
church  for  years  at  the  time  of  his  passing.  In 
fact,  there  was  scarcely  any  phase  of  community  life 
in  which  he  was  not  interested;  and  his  cooperation 
and  help  were  responsible,  in  a  large  way,  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  more  than  one  enterprise  of  importance  in 
Knox.  Into  every  organization  with  which  he  affili¬ 
ated  himself  he  put  his  best  energies,  so  that  he  was 
esteemed  and  highly  regarded  in  a  wide  circle  of 
friends. 

His  chief  devotion  was  to  home  and  family,  how¬ 
ever  ;  for,  in  the  domestic  circle,  he  found  his  great¬ 
est  happiness,  as  well  as  a  center  of  inspiration  that 
radiated  into  every  department  of  his  life.  Granville 
Monroe  Cushing  married,  on  September  3,  1880,  in 
Knox,  Frances  Best,  daughter  of  John  I.  and  Sarah 
(Thompson)  Best.  Mrs.  Cushing’s  father,  a  gun¬ 
smith  by  trade,  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  at 
Knox ;  he  was  exempted  from  military  service  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War.  Mrs.  Cushing  herself  has  been, 
like  her  husband,  deeply  concerned  with  Knox  public 
life  and  with  civic  problems ;  and  she  has  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  many  local  institutions  and  their 
work.  Some  years  after  her  husband’s  death,  she 
spent  four  months  in  foreign  travel,  on  a  Mediter¬ 
ranean  cruise,  visiting  England,  Holland,  Belgium,  and 
France  during  the  1931  touring  season. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Cushing  occurred  on  April  16, 
1927,  bringing  to  an  end  a  long  and  useful  life,  one 
that  had  been  filled  with  benefits  for  the  community 
in  which  he  lived  and  one  that  had  stood  always  for 
the  best.  His  position  of  leadership  in  the  regard 
of  his  fellowmen  caused  him  to  occupy  a  place  of 


confidence  and  trust  in  Knox,  and  especially  in  the 
organizations  of  several  business  institutions  that 
had  profited  from  his  labors  in  their  behalf.  His 
memory  will  live  on  for  years  yet  to  come,  a  source 
of  satisfaction  and  joy  to  all  who  knew  him  or  were 
associated  with  him,  and  a  force  tending  toward 
higher  business  and  professional  standards  and  a  con¬ 
sequent  enrichment  of  local  life. 


HON.  FREDERICK  WENDT  PATTERSON 

A  scion  of  notable  ancestry,  the  Hon.  Frederick 
Wendt  Patterson  never  has  been  content  to  rest  upon 
the  achievements  of  his  progenitors  but  by  his  own 
outstanding  activities  as  an  engineer,  legislator  and 
man  of  affairs  added  new  luster  to  the  honorable 
name  he  bears.  He  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  (South 
Side),  Pennsylvania,  January  29,  i860,  a  son  of  the 
late  Colonel  John  W.  and  Elmira  (Wendt)  Patter¬ 
son.  His  father  was  a  civil  engineer,  by  profession, 
who  lost  his  life  in  action  during  the  Civil  War. 
While  at  the  head  of  the  I02d  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers,  as  its  colonel  in  command,  he  fell  in  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  and  was  buried  with  full  military 
honors.  The  Colonel  Patterson  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  No.  151,  South  Side,  Pittsburgh,  was 
so  named  in  honor  of  the  deeds  of  valor  of  Colonel 
Patterson. 

If  one  wishes  to  go  further  into  the  past  it  may 
be  noted  that  Frederick  Wendt  Patterson’s  grand¬ 
father  was  one  Nathaniel  Patterson,  born  in  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  in  1795,  and  who  died  in  1874;  he 
was  a  member  of  the  famous  “Pittsburgh  Blues” 
when  they  played  such  prominent  roles  in  the  War 
of  1812.  Great-grandfather  Patterson  was  a  native, 
of  Virginia,  born  in  1750,  and  who  died  in  Alle¬ 
gheny  County  in  1808;  he  was  a  soldier  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolutionary  armies.  Great-great-grandfather 
Nathaniel  Patterson,  born  in  Virginia  in  1729,  and 
who  died  in  Allegheny  County,  in  1795,  served  in 
the  French  and  Indian  Wars.  On  the  maternal,  or 
Wendt  side  of  the  family,  there  is  great-grandfather 
Frederick  Wendt,  after  whom  the  subject  of  this 
review  was  named,  who  was  a  native  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  who  came  to  Pittsburgh,  then  Birming¬ 
ham,  South  Side,  where  he  established  himself  as 
one  of  the  pioneer  glass  manufacturers  of  the  State. 
It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  this  original  Frederick 
Wendt  built  the  first  brick  house  erected  on  the 
South  Side  and  that  he  was  one  of  the  civic  leaders 
of  his  time. 

With  this  background  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
Frederick  Wendt  Patterson  should  be  a  man  of  abil¬ 
ities  and  character,  that  he  would  have  the  qualities 
that  made  for  success  and  that  he  would  achieve. 
After  preparing  for  college  in  the  grade  and  high 
schools  of  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  he  matricu¬ 
lated  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  Almost 
immediately  after  completing  his  technical  training, 
Mr.  Patterson  became  associated  with  the  engineer¬ 
ing  corps  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  system,  and 
so  continued  for  twelve  years.  He  then  accepted 
the  post  of  chief  engineer  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Lake 
Erie,  and  later  was  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  Ways  of  the  Pittsburgh  Division  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Mr.  Patterson  after 
some  years  resigned  to  take  the  new  position  of 
highways  department  engineer  in  Allegheny,  and  was 
so  engaged  for  nine  years.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  he  was  the  first  engineer  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  to  have  charge  of  this  specialty 
work.  Training,  experience  and  native  talents  fitted 
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him  to  be  a  pioneer  in  this  phase  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  State’s  remarkable  system  of  highways. 
He  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  State 
Highway  Engineering  Department,  and  was  in¬ 
directly  responsible  for  framing  the  plans  upon 
which  the  department  was  formed  in  Pennsylvania. 
After  nine  years  connection  with  the  State  High¬ 
way  Department,  Mr.  Patterson  retired  to  become 
a  consulting  engineer  and  began  that  independent 
practice  in  which  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
foremost  authorities  in  western  Pennsylvania.  In  re¬ 
cent  years  he  has  endeavored  to  withdraw  more  and 
more  completely  from  the  active  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  but  he  is  still  consultant  engineer  for  the 
Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  and  devotes  a 
part  of  his  attention  to  the  solving  of  special  prob¬ 
lems  brought  to  him  by  colleagues  in  engineering. 
An  outstanding  feature  of  his  professional  career  has 
been  his  sound  and  constructive  contributions  to  the 
progress  and  development  of  the  State,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  as  affecting  its  highways. 

Since  1924,  Frederick  Wendt  Patterson  has  been 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  has 
been  among  the  leaders  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
the  introduction  of  much  important  economics  and 
progressive  legislation.  He  has  served  his  con¬ 
stituents  in  Beaver  County  longer  than  any  other 
representative  in  the  political  history  of  that  county, 
a  most  remarkable  fact  when  it  is  realized  that  he  is 
an  independent  in  politics.  He  has  always  been  to 
the  fore  in  local  and  State  civic  affairs  and  is  highly 
esteemed  for  his  efficiency  and  devotion.  Mr.  Patter¬ 
son  combines  the  ability  to  imagine  and  to  execute. 
He  has  a  wide  knowledge  of  business  and  business 
methods,  finance  and  operating  problems.  The  ranges 
of  his  interests  are  wide;  his  judgment  is  sound. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Union  Lodge  No. 
259,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  (New  Brighton) 
Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite,  and 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  of  the  Lincoln  Republican 
Club. 

Frederick  W.  Patterson,  at  New  Brighton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  married  Mary  Seawright,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons:  John  and  David  S.,  and  have 
five  grandchildren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  make 
their  home  at  No.  1500  Third  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 

WILLIAM  GUY  LAMBERT— An  educator  of 
wide  experience  and  high  standing  in  his  native  State, 
William  Guy  Lambert  is  now  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania.  His  success 
in  building  up  an  efficient  school  system  in  this  county 
has  attracted  favorable  attention  elsewhere  throughout 
the  State  and  many  of  his  constructive  proposals  have 
been  adopted  in  other  sections. 

Mr.  Lambert  was  born  in  Potter  County  on  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1892,  a  son  of  Jacob  D.  and  Clara  (Gaylord) 
Lambert,  now  of  Coudersport.  Educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Coudersport,  Mr.  Lambert  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  there  in  1913.  In  1917  he  was 
graduated  from  Mansfield  State  Teachers  College,  and 
in  1922  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Geneva 
College  upon  the  completion  of  the  required  course, 
and  in  1932  the  degree  of  Master  of  Education  at  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh.  Meanwhile  his  professional 
career  was  well  under  way.  Mr.  Lambert  began 
teaching  in  Pennsylvania  schools  in  1913,  continuing 
for  four  years.  In  1917,  following  the  entry  of  the 
United  States  into  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  for 


service  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Lee.  He  was 
mustered  out  of  the  army  in  May,  1918,  resuming  his 
school  work  at  that  time,  and  in  1921  he  became  super¬ 
vising  principal  of  the  College  Hill  public  schools, 
where  he  remained  for  nine  years.  In  April,  1930,  he 
was  elected  to  his  present  office  as  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Lam¬ 
bert  has  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  with  effici¬ 
ency  and  success.  He  has  initiated  many  progressive 
reforms,  raising  the  standards  of  the  county  school 
system  until  it  ranks  with  the  finest  in  the  State.  In 
this  connection,  Mr.  Lambert  has  prepared  a  teachers’ 
self-efficiency  improvement  card,  which  has  found 
favorable  notice  in  schools  of  other  counties  as  well 
as  at  the  State  Teachers’  College,  Slippery  Rock, 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  published  outlines  of  assistance 
to  all  teachers,  and  these  are  also  in  demand  in  vari¬ 
ous  quarters  throughout  the  State.  Finally,  he  has 
inaugurated  and  regularly  issues  the  “School  News 
Letter’’  for  the  Beaver  County  public  schools,  an 
innovation  which  has  met  with  marked  favor  not 
only  in  Beavor  County  but  in  outside  schools  every¬ 
where.  His  efforts  have  been  directed  solely  to  the 
end  of  developing  a  modern  and  efficient  system  of 
education  in  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  in  this 
aim  he  has  been  notably  successful. 

Mr.  Lambert  is  a  life  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Education  Association  and  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Education  Association.  He  is  affiliated  fra¬ 
ternally  with  Coudersport  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  with  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Fraternity. 
Mr.  Lambert  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange.  At 
Beaver  Falls,  where  he  makes  his  home,  he  is  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Rotary  Club,  a  member  and  vice-com¬ 
mander  of  the  American  Legion  Post  and  ruling  elder 
of  the  College  Hill  Presbyterian  Church,  entering 
actively  into  the  community  life  in  its  various  phases. 

On  June  10,  1922,  William  Guy  Lambert  married 
Ruth  Smith  of  Marathon,  New  York.  She  passed 
away  March  17,  1932.  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  1.  Marcia  Ruth.  2.  Kenneth 

Guy.  3.  Paul  Dudley.  4.  Leah  May.  5.  and  6.  Irene 
and  Jean  (twins).  The  residence  of  the  family  in 
Beaver  Falls  is  situated  at  No.  3500  Sixth  Avenue. 


E.  E.  CREPS  was  born  in  Rayne  Township,  In¬ 
diana  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  February  20,  1886,  son 
of  Jacob  A.  and  Minnie  A.  (Ray)  Creps,  both  natives 
of  this  county.  His  father  was  for  many  years  a 
farmer  and  a  livestock  dealer  until  his  demise  in 
1913;  and  the  mother,  born  in  Rayne  Township,  this 
county,  still  makes  her  home  in  Indiana.  On  the 
paternal  side  of  the  house,  Mr.  Creps’  grandfather 
was  Captain  Jacob  Creps,  who  was  sheriff  of  Indiana 
County  in  his  day ;  he  also  saw  service  at  one  time  in 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  lower  lawmaking  body  of  this  State. 

In  the  schools  of  Rayne  Township,  where  he  was 
born,  E.  E.  Creps  received  his  earliest  formal  educa¬ 
tion;  and  later  he  also  attended  the  schools  of  Indi¬ 
ana,  Pennsylvania.  Afterward  he  became  a  student  at 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1904.  For  two  years 
he  was  a  student  at  the  Pennsylvania  College,  at 
Gettysburg,  this  State,  and  also  he  was  for  two  years 
at  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  Philadelphia. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  October  14,  1912,  Mr.  Creps  took 
up  his  practice  in  the  city  of  Indiana,  where  he  has 
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since  been  engaged  in  his  professional  work.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Bar  Association,  as  well  as  of  the  Bar 
Association  of  Indiana  County,  this  State. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Creps  is  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican  and  a  supporter  of  his  party’s  policies  and 
principles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  which  order  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No. 
313,  of  Indiana,  and  with  the  Pittsburgh  Consistory 
of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Indiana  Country  Club  and  of  the  Cosmo¬ 
politan  Club,  of  this  city.  His  church  is  the  Lutheran. 

JOSEPH  R.  MILLER — As  an  educator,  Joseph 
R.  Miller,  who  is  the  superintendent  of  schools  of 
Ambridge,  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  his  com¬ 
munity  and  State.  His  is  a  position  of  leadership  and 
high  esteem  in  his  town;  and  his  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances  are  many. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  this  State, 
on  March  30, 1887,  son  of  Lorenzo  J.  and  Mary  (Cable) 
Miller,  both  native  Pennsylvanians.  The  founder  of 
the  paternal  line  in  America  was  Michael  Miller,  who 
came  from  Alsace-Lorraine  and  made  his  home  in 
Pennsylvania.  Settling  in  York  County,  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  he  was  for  many  years  known  as  the 
“blind  basketmaker”  of  his  region.  His  son,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  while  a  young  man,  migrated  to  Bedford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  married  a  Miss  Schaeffer; 
he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Benjamin’s  son, 
Lorenzo  J.  Miller,  born  and  reared  in  Bedford 
County,  married  there  and  removed  thence  to  Somer¬ 
set  County,  where  he  was  a  farmer  of  note.  It  was 
he  who  became  the  father  of  Joseph  R.  Miller. 

So  much  for  the  family  background  and  ancestry  in 
America  of  Mr.  Miller,  who  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  Shade  Township,  Somer¬ 
set  County,  and  for  two  years  taught  in  the  district 
school.  He  then  became  a  student  at  Otterbein 
College,  in  Westerville,  Ohio,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1914  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  Going  to  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  he 
taught  there  for  three  years,  doing  high  school  work 
and  being  made  at  the  end  of  that  period  the  assistant 
principal  of  the  high  school.  He  so  continued  for  five 
years,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he  was  made  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Central  Junior  High  School,  as  well  as  of 
the  Oley  elementary  school.  For  eight  years  he  per¬ 
formed  his  duties  as  principal,  coming  then,  in  1930,  to 
Ambridge,  to  accept  a  position  as  principal  of  the 
junior  high  school.  In  1931  he  was  elected  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Ambridge  schools.  Today  he  has  super¬ 
vision  of  eight  schools,  161  teachers,  and  5,000 
students.  Mr.  Miller  took  special  post-graduate  studies 
at  Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  4930. 

A  man  whose  efforts  have  been  of  great  value  to 
his  fellow-citizens  in  Ambridge,  and,  indeed,  wher¬ 
ever  he  has  been  engaged  in  educational  work  of  any 
sort,  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  force  for  cultural  and 
civic  betterment.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Phi  Delta  Kappa  Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  his 
student  days;  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  National 
Education  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Education  Association.  Membership  in  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  provides  for  his  participa¬ 
tion  in  still  another  phase  of  life,  and  in  this  order, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Huntington  Lodge,  No.  53,  of 
Huntington,  West  Virginia,  Charleston  Consistory  of 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  a  Knight 
Commander  of  Cburt  of  Honor,  Mr.  Miller  also 


belongs  to  the  board  of  trade  and  the  Community 
Club.  In  all  his  work  and  in  all  of  these  varied 
affiliations,  he  has  regularly  shown  his  keen  public 
spirit  and  his  high  standing  as  a  citizen. 

Joseph  R.  Miller  married,  on  September  2,  1915, 
Hazel  Lois  Cornetet,  of  Westerville,  Ohio,  daughter 
of  Noah  E.  and  Nannie  E.  (Holladay)  Cornetet.  Her 
father,  a  clergyman  and  educator,  was  born  in  Mow- 
rystown,  Ohio,  on  June  2,  1867,  a  son  of  Lewis  G.  and 
Leah  (Winkle)  Cornetet,  and  he  took  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  at  Otterbein  College  in  1896,  receiving 
his  Master  of  Arts  in  1902  and  his  Doctor  of  Letters 
in  1921.  Ordained  to  the  ministry  in  the  Church  of 
the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  in  1890,  he  was  pastor 
at  Hallsville  and  Cynthiana,  Ohio,  from  1889  to  1892, 
and  afterward  was  at  Newark,  Ohio;  Trenton,  Mis¬ 
souri;  and  Logan,  Ohio,  from  1895  to  1901.  He  then 
was  made  professor  of  Greek  at  Otterbein,  so  serv¬ 
ing  from  1901 ;  and,  in  1921,  was  made  dean  of  the 
college.  He  teaches  a  men’s  Bible  class,  is  secretary 
of  the  Ohio  State  Association  of  School  Board  Mem¬ 
bers,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Westerville  Board  of 
Education  and  one  of  its  ex-presidents.  An  author  of 
note,  he  has  written  “Prayer  a  Means  of  Spiritual 
Growth,”  published  in  1904,  and  also  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  articles  on  religion  and  literature.  On  May  9, 
1889,  he  married  Nannie  E.  Holladay,  of  Hillsboro, 
Ohio.  Their  children  were  Dwight  Lowell  Cornetet, 
Hazel  Lois  (who  became  Mrs.  Miller),  Wendell 
Hillis,  Russell  Lewis,  and  Mary  Grace. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  become  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Kathryn  Ann  Miller. 


PHINEAS  L.  HEADLEE — Identified  with  the 
educational  system  of  Pennsylvania  for  many  years 
as  a  teacher,  Phineas  L.  Headlee,  of  Waynesburg, 
has  since  1924  been  connected  with  the  bureau  of 
animal  industry  of  the  department  of  agriculture  of 
the  State.  He  is  a  native  of  Greene  County,  born 
May  5,  1875,  in  Perry  Township.  After  attending 
the  district  schools  of  his  section  he  entered  Cali¬ 
fornia  State  Normal  School.  He  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  county,  teaching 
in  various  schools  for  sixteen  years.  Meanwhile  he 
was  improving  his  mental  equipment  by  study  under 
the  direction  of  Waynesburg  College,  and  completed 
certain  agricultural  courses  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana. 
The  reward  for  his  long  and  arduous  work  was  not 
long  in  coming.  In  1924  Mr.  Headlee  was  appointed 
agent  of  the  bureau  of  animal  industry  by  Governor 
Pinchot,  which  office  he  has  held  ever  since.  By 
personality,  training  and  experience,  he  is  particu¬ 
larly  well  suited  to  this  post,  and  is  one  of  the 
recognized  authorities  in  the  State  in  his  branch  of 
agriculture.  He  is  the  son  of  a  farmer,  Joseph  K. 
Headlee,  born  near  Mt.  Morris  in  Perry  Township, 
in  1845,  who  died  in  May,  1922.  His  mother  was 
Mary  J.  (Delaney)  Headlee,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Perry  Township,  born  in  1848,  and  who  died 
in  April,  1922. 

Phineas  L.  Headlee  was  one  of  nine  children  who 
were  compelled  to  depend  for  support  upon  the 
products  of  a  none  too  large  farm.  He,  therefore, 
knew  agriculture  from  a  first  hand  experience  as  a: 
lad.  His  preparations  for  teaching  had  to  be  gained 
through  unaided  efforts,  and  it  is  peculiarly  fitting 
that  he  should  complete  the  circle  of  experience  by 
returning  to  the  soil  once  more,  to  contribute  to  the 
improvement  and  profit  of  farming  by  introducing 
better  methods  of  farm  production  and  by  instruct¬ 
ing  those  intent  on  making  a  livelihood  from  the  land 
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in  the  modern  ways  of  doing  this.  He  is  no  theorist, 
neither  does  he  teach  what  he  cannot  practice.  His 
broad-minded  outlook  upon  life  and  his  business 
ability  give  point  to  his  activities  in  the  bureau 
of  animal  industry.  That  he  knows  how  to  make 
money  is  evidenced  by  his  extensive  oil  and  gas 
interests  in  Mercer  County.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  party  of  his 
section.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  civic  and  social  affairs  of  the 
community  he  is  prominent  and,  in  a  most  unosten¬ 
tatious  way,  he  is  active  in  the  promotion  and  aid 
of  welfare  causes. 

On  October  12,  1900,  Phineas  L.  Headlee  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Whitlatch  of  Wayne  Township,  Greene 
County.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Eli  and  Ruth 
(Stephens)  Whitlatch,  many  years  residents  of  Greene 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Headlee  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Winifred,  now  Mrs.  Albert  Buchanan, 
and  the  mother  of  two  children:  Albert,  Jr.,  and 
Marjorie  Ruth.  2.  Joseph  L.,  born  September  22, 
1910,  now  married  to  Frankie  Boor  of  Mannington, 
West  Virginia. 


THOMAS  STEPHEN  BROWN— In  the  legal 
profession,  Thomas  Stephen  Brown  has  substan¬ 
tially  contributed  to  Pittsburgh,  the  city  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  and  practice,  and  to  the  surrounding  region  of 
western  Pennsylvania.  His  high  standing  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  bar  has  led  to  the  choice  of  him  as  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Law  Examiners,  on  which  he 
has  served  from  its  inception,  and  to  positions  of 
prominence  in  social,  civic  and  fraternal  life. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  on  November  23,  1855,  at 
Holliday’s  Cove,  West  Virginia.  His  parents,  William 
and  Margaret  (Orr)  Brown,  came  of  families  dating 
back  to  Colonial  times.  After  completing  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  studies,  Thomas  Stephen  Brown,  whose  name 
heads  this  review,  became  a  student  at  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  where  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  1877.  He  received,  in  1880,  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  from  the  same  institution.  Immedi¬ 
ately  upon  finishing  his  college  work,  he  studied  law 
with  the  Hon.  John  H.  Miller,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
and  with  G.  W.  Caldwell,  of  Wellsburg,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  In  1879,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Wells¬ 
burg,  practicing  his  profession  thereafter  for  two 
years  in  his  native  State.  It  was  in  1881  that  he 
came  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  at  once  admitted 
to  the  Pennsylvania  bar.  Since  then,  he  has  carried 
on  his  legal  work  here,  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  William  Galbraith  Stewart,  Sr.,  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  the  city.  For  forty-three  years,  until  1924, 
they  practiced  law  together,  then  determined  to  dis¬ 
solve  their  relationship  in  order  that  they  might  form 
separate  partnerships,  each  with  his  own  son.  The 
two  younger  men,  by  coincidence,  were  ready  for  the 
starting  of  their  professional  careers  at  about  the 
same  time. 

The  distinction  that  Mr.  Brown  won  early  in  the 
course  of  his  years  of  practice  had  grown  so  rapidly 
and  consistently  by  the  turn  of  the  century  that  he 
was  at  that  time  being  asked  to  take  part  in  important 
enterprises  concerned  with  civic,  social  and  profes¬ 
sional  life.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Bar  Examining  Committee  during  the  years 
from  1900  to  1903,  before  the  State  body  had  been 
created.  In  1903  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of 
Law  Examiners  was  formed;  and  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  Commonwealth  chose  to  honor  Mr.  Brown  with 
the  appointment  as  one  of  its  members.  He  has  faith¬ 


fully  fulfilled  his  duties  in  this  connection,  so  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  advancement  of  conditions  in  the 
legal  profession  in  its  educative  aspects;  and  through 
this  work  and  in  other  ways,  he  has  done  everything  in 
his  power  to  maintain  high  standards  in  the  law  in 
western  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  State  as  a  whole. 

Since  1924,  as  noted  above,  Mr.  Brown  and  his  son, 
Oliver  W.  Brown  have  been  associated  in  legal  prac¬ 
tice  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  S.  and  O.  W.  Brown, 
with  offices  in  the  Berger  Building,  Pittsburgh.  The 
father  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Bar 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association, 
and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Sciences  and  the  Pittsburgh  Academy  of  Science  and 
Art;  is  a  trustee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Free  Dispensary 
and  a  charter  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  (which  he 
served  three  years  as  president)  ;  and  is  a  national 
trustee  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He 
holds  memberships  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  His¬ 
torical  Society,  the  Oakland  Board  of  Trade,  the 
Pittsburgh  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  the 
Pittsburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Civic  Club 
of  Allegheny  County,  the  University  Club,  and  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  the  Masonic  order,  he 
is  connected  with  Fellowship  Lodge,  No.  679.  He  is 
a  Republican,  and  an  elder  in  the  Bellefield  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  He  is  a  trustee  at  the  time  of  writing 
(1932)  and  the  legal  advisor  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  best  appraisals  of  Mr.  Brown’s 
work  as  a  lawyer  was  that  appearing  in  the  ‘‘Pitts¬ 
burgh  Legal  Journal,”  an  editorial  comment  written 
on  the  occasion  of  publication  of  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Brown  entitled  “When  Lawyers  Begin”  : 

“The  Pittsburgh  Legal  Journal”  is  privileged  to  pre¬ 
sent  to  its  readers  an  article  of  more  than  ordinary- 
historical  value  to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  from  the  pen  of  Attorney  Thomas  Stephen  Brown, 
an  Examiner  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Law 
Examiners  ever  since  its  creation  in  1891. 

Mr.  Brown’s  outstanding  characteristics  are  an  in¬ 
nate  modesty  and  a  thorough  devotion  to  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  the  law  ;  a  kind  of  enthusiastic  allegiance  only 
comprehended  by  the  intellect  of  unusual  experience  in 
the  law. 

Born  in  1855,  Mr.  Brown  is  now  rounding  out  an  un¬ 
usual  career  of  public  service,  the  effect  of  which,  prob¬ 
ably,  has  not  occurred  to  him.  To  be  able  to  say  that 
one  has  practiced  law  for  fifty  years  and  to  have  sat 
as  an  examiner  of  students  applying  for  admission  to 
the  profession  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  in  America’s 
second  largest  sovereignty  discloses  a  marked  service 
to  the  Keystone  State  of  the  Nation.  It  is  only  paral¬ 
leled  by  one  other  lawyer,  Attorney  Paul  A.  Kunkel, 
of  Harrisburg. 

This  means  that  during  all  this  period,  Mr.  Brown 
has  been  at,  and  witnessed,  the  beginning  of  careers  of 
thousands  of  young  men  and  women  knocking  at  the 
door  of  America’s  presumed  intelligent  class  out  of 
which  arises  its  Judiciaries  comprising  those  depart¬ 
ments  of  Government  upon  which  the  permanency  of 
the  American  Republic  depends. 

Mr.  Brown  has  seen  come  to  the  bar  and  pass  on  to 
the  Great  Adventure  many  dozens  of  lawyers  who  have 
achieved  great  fame  and  distinction.  Some  have  occu¬ 
pied  and  others  are  occupying  places  of  high  honor  in 
public  and  private  life. 

What  Mr.  Brown  now  has  to  say  relating  to  the 
Board  of  Examiners  and  his  experiences  for  the  first 
time  places  in  the  public  records  a  narrative  which 
always  will  be  read  by  well-informed  rising  young  law¬ 
yers  studying  the  beginning  of  things  professional  to 
the  law  with  more  than  ordinary  interest  and  benefit. 

Thomas  Stephen  Brown  married,  at  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia,  on  October  21,  1891,  Sydney  Ott  Heiskell. 
They  had  two  children:  1.  Matilda  H.,  now  Mrs. 
Matilda  H.  (Brown)  Pauli.  2.  Oliver  Wellington, 
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born  October  3,  1893,  in  Pittsburgh,  educated  at  Shady 
Side  Academy  and  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
attended  Harvard  Law  School  for  a  year,  then  was 
with  the  Psychological  Division  of  the  United  States 
Medical  Corps  during  the  World  War  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  Law  School, 
taking  his  degree  in  1920.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  began  practice  with  his  father  in  the  same  year, 
becoming  a  partner  in  1924,  as  already  noted.  He  is 
a  member  of  many  organizations  prominent  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  life,  and  is  a  Republican  and  a  Presbyterian. 
He  married,  at  Pittsburgh,  September  19,  1925,  Lor¬ 
etta  Prugh,  daughter  of  Edwin  N.  Prugh,  an  organizer 
and  later  vice-president  of  the  Conroy-Prugh  Glass 
Company,  and  they  have  two  children:  1.  Oliver 
Wellington,  Jr.,  born  in  1926.  2.  Edwin  Prugh,  born 
in  1928. 


SIMEON  WARREN  LYONS— In  the  educa¬ 
tional  world,  Simeon  Warren  Lyons  has  served  his 
fellow-Pennsylvanians  faithfully  and  well,  and  in  his 
position  as  superintendent  of  the  school  system  of 
New  Brighton,  this  State,  he  has  carried  on  his  excel¬ 
lent  work.  Highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him,  he 
is  respected  and  honored  in  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ance. 

Mr.  Lyons  was  born  on  September  7,  1879,  in  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  James  and  Rosetta 
(Perrine)  Lyons,  both  natives  of  the  same  county. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Lyons,  came  from 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  landing  in  America  at  an 
early  period  and  proceeding  to  Philadelphia,  whence 
he  walked  to  Mercer  County,  a  distance  which  even 
now  is  an  all-night  train  journey  on  the  fastest  trains. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Andrew  J.  Perrine,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Mercer  County  of  French  descent.  His  father,  great¬ 
grandfather  of  the  man  whose  name  heads  this  review, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  his  occupation  was  farming. 

After  he  had  completed  his  preliminary  schooling, 
Simeon  Warren  Lyons,  of  this  review,  became  a 
student  at  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
1910  and  that  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1928.  In  1898  he 
began  teaching  in  the  rural  schools,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  taught  in  Mercer,  Washington,  Allegheny, 
Westmoreland  and  Beaver  counties.  In  1906  he  was 
principal  of  the  Sandy  Lake  schools,  and  from  1910 
to  1912,  served  as  principal  of  the  Monessen  High 
School.  From  1912  to  1918  he  was  principal  of  the 
Junior  High  School  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  1918  he  came  to  New  Brighton  as  school  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  position,  that  he  has  held  since  that  time. 
Here  he  has  charge  of  the  work  of  seventy-eight 
teachers,  and  2,300  pupils,  and  his  administration  has 
been  rich  in  good  works  and  in  the  promotion  of 
up-to-date  and  progressive  conditions  in  the  schools. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Lyons  is 
active  in  certain  groups  of  his  fellow  professional 
men,  being  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Teachers’  Association  and  the  National  Education 
Association.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Beaver  County 
Schoolmen’s  Club,  and  is  generally  active  in  civic 
affairs,  being  a  member  of  both  the  Community  Club 
and  the  New  Brighton  Club.  His  church  is  the  Pres¬ 
byterian,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  an  elder 
of  the  New  Brighton  parish.  In  1928  he  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  his  church  at  San 
Francisco,  California,  and  there  served  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  bills  and  overtures.  His  political  affiliation 


is  with  the  Republican  party,  though  he  has  maintained 
a  consistent  independence  of  judgment  on  public  ques¬ 
tions,  preferring  to  cast  his  vote  for  men  and  meas¬ 
ures  rather  than  for  partisan  alignment.  In  all  his 
work  and,  indeed,  in  all  the  activities  of  his  varied 
career,  Mr.  Lyons  has  proven  himself  a  useful 
and  worth  while  citizen ;  but  his  labors  have,  of 
course,  centered  about  his  undertakings  and  achieve¬ 
ments  as  an  educator,  in  which  capacity  he  has  per¬ 
formed  his  greatest  accomplishments. 

Simeon  Warren  Lyons  married,  on  June  19,  1908, 
Nellie  Sherman,  of  Conneaut  Lake,  Pennsylvania. 
By  this  marriage  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Louise  Marian,  who  is  a  student  at  Oberlin 
College,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 


BENJAMIN  PAGE  — A  native  son  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,  Benjamin  Page  has  richly  contributed  to 
business  and  financial  life  here  by  his  labors  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Pennsylvania  Trust 
Company,  one  of  the  very  substantial  banks  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County.  He  enjoys  a  reputation  for  leadership 
in  commercial  and  industrial  circles  in  this  part  of  the 
Commonwealth,  not  alone  for  his  work  as  the  head 
of  a  great  banking  institution,  but  also  because  of  his 
participation  in  the  general  affairs  of  this  region. 

Mr.  Page  was  born  on  July  17,  1868,  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  Strong 
(Campbell)  Page.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  became 
connected  with  the  Jones  and  Laughlin  Steel  Company, 
continuing  his  association  with  it  in  different  capaci¬ 
ties  until  1901.  In  that  year  he  founded  what  was 
known  as  the  South  Side  Trust  Company  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Pennsylvania 
Trust  Company.  Mr.  Page  has  been  the  president  of 
both  institutions.  The  earlier  South  Side  Trust 
Company  was  founded  on  April  15,  1901,  by  him, 
opening  its  doors  for  business  on  June  3,  that  year, 
at  No.  1210  Carson  Street,  South  Side,  Pittsburgh, 
where  it  conducted  a  general  banking  and  trust  busi¬ 
ness  until  April,  1906.  On  the  first  day  of  that 
month,  the  expanding  institution  was  removed  to 
Pittsburgh  proper,  taking  quarters  at  Fifth  Avenue  and 
William  Penn  Way  and  occupying  the  entire  street 
floor  of  the  Maeder  Building. 

Early  in  1912,  those  quarters  were  found  inade¬ 
quate  for  the  rapidly  growing  bank,  which  then  leased 
the  lower  side  of  the  street  floor  of  the  Carnegie 
Building,  just  across  the  street,  occupying  its  new 
home  in  the  autumn.  It  was  a  decade  later  that  the 
name  was  changed  to  the  Pennsylvania  Trust  Company 
of  Pittsburgh ;  and,  space  again  being  found  insuffi¬ 
cient,  the  newly  organized  bank  took  the  entire  ground 
floor  of  the  Carnegie  Building.  The  alteration  in 
name  was  voted  at  a  stockholders’  meeting  on  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1922,  when  the  capital  stock  was  increased 
from  $300,000  to  $400,000.  The  capital  was  once 
more  raised,  this  time  to  $500,000,  at  a  meeting  on 
March  12,  1929,  and  the  stockholders  then  voted  also 
to  change  the  par  value  of  the  stock  from  $100  to 
$20.00  per  share.  At  the  end  of  1930,  the  total  re¬ 
sources  of  the  institution  and  its  liabilities  balanced 
$6,800,000.  Deposits  exceeded  $5,000,000,  and  surplus 
and  undivided  profits  were  more  than  $700,000.  In 
the  trust  department,  trust  funds  stood  in  excess  of 
$8,900,000,  that  figure  representing  total  investments. 

The  personnel  of  the  bank  has  been  composed  of 
some  of  the  finest  business  talent  of  Pittsburgh. 
Associated  with  Mr.  Page  in  the  operation  of  the 
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company  are:  Avery  J.  Bradford,  president;  George 
Kirch,  vice-president;  George  W.  Yohe,  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  bond  department;  Joseph  E.  Modis- 
pacher,  assistant  treasurer;  D.  E.  Mulholland,  assistant 
secretary ;  Raymond  J.  Hoelzle,  assistant  secretary ; 
Daniel  M.  Evans,  trust  officer;  Charles  W.  Wilson, 
manager  of  the  real  estate  department;  and  Louis  P. 
Lavie,  auditor.  The  board  of  directors  is  made  up  of 
Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Bradford,  as  well  as  the  follow¬ 
ing  additional  members :  Donald  Thompson,  attorney ; 
C.  A.  Waldschmidt,  attorney  and  city  solicitor  of 
Pittsburgh ;  F.  C.  Beinhauer,  of  L.  Beinhauer  and 
Son ;  F.  A.  Piekarski,  attorney ;  Henry  G.  Fownes, 
manufacturer;  and  James  H.  Duff,  attorney. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  the  trust  company, 
which  has,  of  course,  been  most  absorbing,  Mr.  Page 
has  taken  a  general  interest  in  the  business,  civic  and 
social  life  of  his  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Stock  Exchange.  In  his  political  affiliation,  he 
is  a  staunch  Republican ;  and  his  church  is  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Episcopal,  his  parish  Trinity  Cathedral,  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  During  the  World  War,  he  served  as  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Navy  League  of  Pittsburgh,  as  well  as  of 
the  Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  for  Fatherless  Children 
of  France.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Duquesne  Club  of 
Pittsburgh.  Fond  of  outdoor  life  and  recreation,  he 
takes  every  opportunity,  in  leisure  time,  to  participate 
in  sports  activities,  though  his  first  attention  goes  to 
his  business  duties  and  affiliations.  He  is  interested 
also  in  charitable  work,  as  is  his  wife,  who  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Children’s  Hos¬ 
pital  of  Pittsburgh. 

Benjamin  Page  married,  in  Pittsburgh,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1898,  Mary  LeMoyne,  daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  Frank  LeMoyne,  of  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Page  make  their  home  at  No.  3  Colonial  Place,  this 
city.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Francis  LeMoyne.  2.  Ellen,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Samuel  D.  Ringsdorf.  3.  Benjamin,  Jr. 


DAVID  H.  STEWART— An  active  career  as  an 
educator  extending  over  the  past  sixteen  years  has 
won  for  David  H.  Stewart  a  wide  background  of 
experience  and  training  in  his  chosen  field.  Although 
his  active  educational  work  has  been  interrupted 
several  times,  once  for  service  with  the  American 
Army  during  the  World  War,  and  on  other  occasions 
for  graduate  studies,  his  interest  has  always  centered 
in  the  actual  business  of  the  teacher.  He  is  now 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Beaver  Borough. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  at  Pittsburgh,  on  January 
26,  1893,  a  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Creighton) 
Stewart.  Educated  in  local  public  schools,  he  later 
entered  Pennsylvania  State  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  1915.  Subsequently,  in  1925,  he  took  the  further 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  Columbia  University. 
Mr.  Stewart  began  teaching  in  1915,  but  in  1917,  after 
the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War, 
he  enlisted  in  the  artillery,  and  for  twenty  months 
served  overseas  in  the  front  lines  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  August,  1919. 

After  his  return  to  civil  life,  Mr.  Stewart  was 
employed  at  Pennsylvania  State  College  for  one 
year  and  then  returned  to  teaching.  In  1922  he  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Beaver 
Borough,  remaining  in  this  position  since  that  time. 
Mr.  Stewart  has  made  many  changes  and  improve¬ 


ments  in  the  schools  of  Beaver.  Thoroughly  fitted 
by  experience  and  training  for  the  responsible  office 
which  he  holds,  and  progressive  in  spirit,  he  has 
brought  about  a  notable  elevation  of  educational 
standards  in  the  borough,  guiding  the  affairs  of  the 
schools  with  sure  hand.  He  has  four  schools  under 
his  charge  with  a  total  enrollment  of  1350. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  a  member  of  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association,  department  of  superintendents,  and 
other  professional  organizations.  He  is  active  in 
civic  affairs  at  Beaver,  and  a  member  of  the  local 
men’s  club.  Fraternally  Mr.  Stewart  is  affiliated 
with  St.  James  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
while  with  his  family  he  worships  in  the  Presbyterian 
faith.  He  enjoys  the  complete  confidence  of  the 
people  of  this  borough  and  has  many  personal  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

On  June  19,  1926,  David  H.  Stewart  married  Jean¬ 
nette  Hunter  of  Sewickley,  Pennsylvania.  They  have 
two  children:  1.  Jane.  2.  Mary  Ann. 


WILLIAM  ADDISON  MAGEE— Prominent  in 
the  political  and  civic  circles  of  Pittsburgh  for  many 
years,  William  Addison  Magee  has  served  the  city  as 
mayor  and  the  district  as  Senator  during  his  success¬ 
ful  career.  Between  two  terms  in  the  mayor’s  office, 
Mr.  Magee  was  for  several  years  a  public  service 
commissioner  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
municipality,  born  May  4,  1873,  a  son  of  Edward 
Simpson  and  Elizabeth  (Sees)  Magee.  After  attend¬ 
ing  the  grade  schools  of  the  city  and  being  graduated 
from  its  high  school,  Mr.  Magee  studied  law,  and  in 
1896  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  County, 
and  has  since  that  time  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Pittsburgh.  While  that  practice 
is  general  in  character,  Mr.  Magee  has  recently  been  a 
specialist  in  public  utilities,  and  his  services  are  much 
sought  in  cases  involving  municipal  and  public  service 
law.  He  is  very  much  of  a  lawyer’s  lawyer,  being 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  colleagues. 

Interested  in  politics  even  before  he  cast  his  first 
vote,  Mr.  Magee  allied  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  and  soon  rose  high  in  its  councils  and  cam¬ 
paigns.  His  first  political  office  was  that  of  member 
of  the  Common  Council,  of  Pittsburgh,  serving  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  1898  to  1901  inclusive.  He  resigned  this 
office  to  go  to  the  State  Legislature  as  Senator  from 
the  Pittsburgh  district,  his  duties  at  the  capital  tak¬ 
ing  his  time  and  attention  from  1901  to  1904.  Some  of 
the  most  progressive  legislation  of  that  period  origi¬ 
nated  with  Mr.  Magee.  For  a  time  Mr.  Magee  de¬ 
clined  further  political  preferment,  the  duties  of  his 
profession  requiring  too  much  time  to  permit  of  many 
outside  activities.  In  1909,  however,  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Pittsburgh,  this  time  serving  from  1909  to 
1914,  and  again  in  1922  he  was  again  mayor,  continu¬ 
ing  to  1926.  On  May  20,  1915,  Mr.  Magee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
a  post  which  he  held  for  three  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  among  his  clubs  is  the 
Duquesne,  at  which  he  makes  his  home,  while  in 
Pittsburgh. 


HON.  WILLIAM  ORLANDO  SMITH— Pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  “Punxsutawney  Spirit”  and  president 
of  the  Spirit  Publishing  Company,  William  Orlando 
Smith  has  devoted  himself  to  newspaper  work 
throughout  his  active  career.  He  is  a  well-known  fig¬ 
ure  in  the  life  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  and 
has  been  chosen  to  serve  his  constituents  both  in  the 
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United  States  Congress  and  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson 
County,  on  June  13,  1859,  a  son  of  John  S.  and 
Susanna  (Smith)  Smith.  His  father,  who  was  born 
in  Clinton  County,  New  York,  was  an  educator  by 
profession,  while  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Both  are  now  deceased.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children  as  follows:  1. 
Lorenzo  D.  2.  Sidney  R.,  of  Oklahoma.  3.  Lucetta, 
widow  of  Walter  A.  Fleming  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  4. 
Charles  P.  5.  William  Orlando,  of  this  record.  6. 
Mary,  widow  of  Joseph  Keegan  of  Woodsfield,  Ohio. 
7.  Frank  D.,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

William  Orlando  Smith  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  Pennsylvania  district  schools  and  in 
his  youth  learned  the  printer’s  trade.  In  1879,  having 
thoroughly  qualified  in  his  chosen  occupation,  he  went 
to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  where  for  six 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  government  printing 
office.  During  this  period  the  “Washington  Crafts¬ 
man,”  a  printing  trade  paper  was  organized,  and  Mr. 
Smith  was  then  chosen  associate  editor  of  this  paper, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years. 

In  1884,  however,  he  returned  to  Punxsutawney, 
and  founded  the  “Punxsutawney  Tribune,”  of  which 
he  was  editor  and  owner.  When  this  paper  was  sub¬ 
sequently  consolidated  with  the  “Puxsutawney  Spirit,” 
he  remained  as  editor  and  owner,  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  the  publication  of  this  paper  which  enjoys  a 
large  local  circulation  and  exercises  a  wide  influence 
throughout  this  section.  Mr.  Smith  also  served  for  one 
year,  in  1892,  as  editor  of  the  “Bradford  Era.”  He 
has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  civic  and  political  life 
of  Jefferson  County,  being  elected  on  five  different 
occasions  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature.  In 
1903  he  was  elected  to  the  58th  Congress  of  the 
United  States  and  reelected  in  1905.  Both  at  Wash¬ 
ington  and  at  Harrisburg  he  proved  himself  an  able 
and  faithful  public  servant,  devoted  to  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  constituents  and  to  the  welfare  of  the 
State  and  Nation  at  large.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  director  of 
the  Penn- Wayne  Gas  Company  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Punxsutawney  Hospital.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  belonging  to  the 
various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  Williams¬ 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  as 
well  as  Altoona  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Smith  was  presidential 
elector  in  1908.  During  the  World  War  he  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Jefferson  County  Draft  Board.  He  is 
widely  known  and  respected  and  has  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

In  1880  William  Orlando  Smith  married  Phebe  H. 
Griggs,  daughter  of  Hon.  A.  S.  Griggs  and  Phoebe 
(Hutchinson)  Griggs  of  Martinsville,  Indiana,  both 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of 
four  children :  1.  Sidney  S.,  now  associated  in  news¬ 

paper  and  printing  work  with  his  father.  2.  Edward 
Griggs,  of  Sykesville,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Pierre  L., 
city  editor  of  his  father’s  paper.  4.  Imogene  lone, 
wife  of  O1.  D.  Carlton,  of  Punxsutawney. 

WALTER  EDMUND  MORRIS  — His  native 
city,  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County,  has  been  the 
scene  of  Mr.  Morris’  successful  professional  activi¬ 
ties  as  a  lawyer  for  the  last  twelve  years  and  ever 
since  he  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession. 
This  event  was  somewhat  delayed,  because  immedi¬ 
ately  following  his  graduation  from  law  school  and 
his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Morris  joined  the  United 


States  Army  and  served  with  it  for  two  years  during 
the  World  War.  During  his  career  as  a  lawyer  he 
has  met  with  marked  success.  Today  he  is  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Jefferson  County  bar,  and  his  high 
professional  standing  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  district  attorney  of 
Jefferson  County.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  Ma¬ 
sonic  and  other  fraternal  organizations  and  is  also 
active  in  religious  and  social  circles.  Mr.  Morris’ 
position  in  the  community  is  one  of  importance  and 
influence. 

Walter  Edmund  Morris  was  born  at  Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson  County,  June  10,  1891,  a  son  of  Joseph 
Bowman  Morris,  M.  D.,  and  Annas  Ella  (Means) 
Morris.  His  father  was  born  on  September  16,  i860, 
his  mother  on  March  24,  1864,  and  they  were  married 
on  August  7,  1888.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Bowman 
Morris  were  the  parents  of  five  children  :  1.  George 

Willis,  now  a  captain  in  the  United  States  Army, 
Signal  Corps.  2.  Walter  Edmund,  of  whom  further. 
3.  Joseph  Theodore,  a  graduate  of  Gettysburg  College 
and  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale,  and  now  with 
the  United  States  Army  Air  Corps.  4.  Jean  Harold, 
who  died  January  22,  1903.  5.  Robert  Means,  a  law¬ 
yer,.  associated  in  practice  with  his  older  brother,  the 
subject  of  this  article. 

Mr.  Morris  was  graduated  in  1912  from  the  School 
of  Commerce  of  Oregon  State  College  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  then  taught  for  one 
year  in  the  high  school  at  Marshfield,  Oregon,  after 
which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  law  school 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michi¬ 
gan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1916.  In  the  following  year, 
1917,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  bar  of 
Pennsylvania.  Almost  immediately  after  his  admission 
to  the  bar  Mr.  Morris  entered  the  second  officers’ 
training  camp  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia,  where  he 
was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  of  infantry  on 
November  27,  1917.  On  December  15,  1917,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  54th  United  States  Infantry.  Several 
months  later,  on  March  1,  1918,  he  was  made  trial 
judge  advocate,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  to 
serve  until  he  went  overseas  on  July  5,  1918.  At  that 
time  he  was  appointed  acting  personnel  adjutant  of 
the  54th  United  States  Infantry,  6th  Division.  Pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  captain  of  infantry,  he  was  made 
personnel  adjutant  of  his  regiment.  After  his  arrival 
in  France  he  served  in  the  Gerardmer  sector  from 
September  1  until  October  12,  1918,  and  then  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  Offensive  from  No¬ 
vember  1  until  November  12,  1918.  He  returned  to 
the  United  States  on  May  22,  1919,  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  from  active  military  service  on 
May  24,  1919,  as  personnel  adjutant  of  the  28th  Divi¬ 
sion.  At  that  time  he  returned  to  Punxsutawney  and 
on  August  1,  1919,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Lex  N.  Mitchell  for  the  practice  of  law,  which  part¬ 
nership  continued  until  August  1,  1930.  At  that  time 
Mr.  Morris  took  his  younger  brother,  Robert  M. 
Morris,  into  partnership,  and  ever  since  then  the  two 
brothers  have  continued  to  practice  law  with  out¬ 
standing  success  at  Punxsutawney. 

In  1921  Mr.  Morris  was  elected  district  attorney 
of  Jefferson  County.  He  filled  this  office  with  char¬ 
acteristic  ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness  and 
so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-citizens  that 
he  was  reelected  to  it  in  1925,  and  again  in  1929, 
serving  now  his  third  term.  Mr.  Morris  is  solicitor 
for  the  Farmers  and  Miners  Trust  Company  and  for 
the  Community  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  both 
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of  Punxsutawney.  He  is  also  attorney  for  numerous 
other  corporations  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Penn- Wayne  Gas  Company. 

His  interest  in  military  affairs  did  not  cease  with 
his  discharge  from  the  United  States  Army  at  the 
end  of  the  World  War.  For,  after  he  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Punxsutawney,  with  others,  he  organized 
Troop  F,  104th  Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard, 
now  known  as  Troop  L,  and  was  commissioned  its 
first  captain.  Mr.  Morris  is  a  member  and  a  Past 
Master  of  John  W.  Jenks  Lodge,  No.  534,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  other 
Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  Coudersport  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Jaffo  Temple,  of  Altoona,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion ;  the  Punxsutawney  Country  Club,  and 
past  president  of  the  Punxsutawney  Rotary  Club. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

Mr.  Morris  married,  September  29,  1920,  Margaret 
Gilliland  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Anna  Louise 
and  Margaret  Jane.  Mr.  Morris’  offices  are  in  the 
Swartz  Building,  Punxsutawney. 


JESSE  ROFFE  WIKE — Ever  since  his  return  to 
his  native  town,  Roaring  Spring,  Blair  County,  after 
his  graduation  from  college  and  after  more  than  one 
year's  overseas  service  during  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Wike  has.  been  one  of  this  town’s  leading  citizens. 
Business,  industry,  finance  and  public  affairs  all  alike 
have  engaged  his  attention  and  in  all  of  these  fields 
he  has  met  with  outstanding  success,  the  result  of 
exceptional  ability,  vision  and  enterprise.  Other 
phases  of  the  community’s  life,  too,  have  been  stimu¬ 
lated  by  his  participation.  Of  course,  he  is  one  of 
the  town’s  most  popular  and  most  highly  respected 
men,  and  it  is  generally  recognized  that  he  has  done 
a  vast  amount  of  really  worth  while  work  in  behalf 
of  Roaring  Spring. 

Jesse  Roffe  Wike  was  born  at  Roaring  Spring, 
Blair  County,  February  24,  1895,  a  son  of  David  R. 
and  Magdalene  (Roffe)  Wike.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Huston  Township,  Blair  County,  July  19, 
1842,  and  who  died  in  June,  1910,  was  a  millwright 
and  engineer  and  for  many  years  was  prominently 
active  in  the  construction  of  paper  mills.  He  built 
the  D.  M.  Bare  paper  mills  at  Roaring  Spring  and 
also  similar  mills  at  Lock  Haven  and  at  Tyrone. 
Mr.  Wike’s  mother,  still  living,  was  born  at  Mill 
Hall,  Pennsylvania,  January  12,  1861.  Having  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  Mr.  Wike  then  attended  Tome 
School  for  Boys  at  Port  Deposit,  Maryland,  from 
1911  until  1913  and  after  that  the  Kiskiminetas  Spring 
School  at  Saltsburg,  from  which  latter  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1914.  He  then  studied  at  the  Wharton 
School  of  Finance  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  1918.  His  college  studies, 
however,  were  interrupted  by  active  military  service 
during  the  World  War,  during  which  he  served  from 
September  1,  1917,  until  June,  1919,  spending  thir¬ 
teen  months  overseas  with  the  80th  Division.  Upon 
his  return  to  civilian  life  and  following  his  gradua¬ 
tion  from  college  Mr.  Wike  returned  to  Roaring 
Spring  and  engaged  in  the  general  insurance  busi¬ 


ness,  in  which  he  has  been  successfully  active  ever 
since  then.  He  is  also  vice-president  and  a  director 
of  the  West  Company,  manufacturers  of  rubber 
medical  and  dental  supplies.  Another  local  enter¬ 
prise.  with  which  Mr.  Wike  is  associated,  is  the 
Roaring  Spring  Blank  Book  Company  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  First  National  Blank  of 
Roaring  Spring.  During  1921-25  he  served  as  bur¬ 
gess  of  Roaring  Spring,  giving  his  native  town  a 
very  businesslike  and  efficient  administration.  In 
1928  he  was  elected  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Leg¬ 
islature,  where  he  served  so  capably  that  he  was  re¬ 
elected  for  a  second  term  in  1930.  In  politics  he  is 
a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while 
his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  steward.  He  is  a 
member  of  Woodbury  Lodge,  No.  539,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Hollidaysburg  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite;  Mountain  Commandery,  at 
Altoona,  Knights  Templar;  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Altoona 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
Blairmont  Country  Club;  Altoona  Cricket  Club;  and 
the  Penn  Athletic  Club  of  Philadelphia.  His  favor¬ 
ite  forms  of  recreation  are  golf  and  hunting. 

Mr.  Wike  married,  in  1922,  Lelia  Barr  Ander¬ 
son  of  Columbia,  Tennessee,  a  daughter  of  Eugene 
and  Lelia  (Barr)  Anderson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wike, 
who  make  their  home  at  No.  294  East  Main  Street, 
Roaring  Spring,  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Jesse  Roffe,  Jr.,  born  January  29,  1927.  2.  Jean  Barr, 
born  April  12,  1930. 


JOHN  LINWOOD  EISENBERG— President  of 
the  State  Teachers’  College  at  Slippery  Rock,  John 
Linwood  Eisenberg  is  one  of  the  foremost  educators 
of  Pennsylvania.  Born  at  East  Coventry,  Chester 
County,  on  April  7,  1877,  son  of  John  Y.  and  Mary 
A.  (Isett)  Eisenberg,  he  received  his  formal  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools;  at  Juanita  College,  whence 
he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  English  in  1895 ; 
and  at  Ursinus  College,  from  which,  in  1906,  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  in  1908,  that 
of  Master  of  Arts.  From  that  year  down  to  the  present 
his  career  has  been  of  note,  and  many  honors  have 
been  paid  him.  In  1913  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Philosophy  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  in  1928,  Grove  City  College  conferred  on  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Meanwhile,  beginning  at  an  early  age,  Mr.  Eisen¬ 
berg  had  started  his  active  career  as  an  educator.  He 
taught  in  the  public  schools,  and  was  principal,  until 
1905.  In  1910-11,  at  Ursinus,  he  served  as  professor 
of  education,  and  from  1905  to  1912  held  the  post  of 
supervising  principal  of  the  schools  at  Royersford. 
In  1912  he  became  head  of  the  department  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  W^est  Chester  State  Normal;  in  1914  he  be¬ 
came  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Chester,  and 
in  1917  came  to  Slippery  Rock  as  principal  in  charge 
of  the  State  Teachers’  College,  which  office  he  held 
until  1929,  when  he  became  president;  and  as  presi¬ 
dent  he  has  continued  down  to  the  present,  doing  much 
for  the  continued  and  improved  educational  excellence 
of  this  well-known  institution. 

The  college  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  town’s  desire 
for  a  school  wherein  the  town’s  children  might  have 
a  good  education.  First  plans  were  drawn  for  an 
academy  in  1887.  Then  it  was  decided  to  erect  a 
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normal  school,  for  the  eleventh  district.  Hence  the 
scope  of  effort  was  widened;  stock  was  sold,  for 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  Land  was  procured ;  three 
frame  buildings  were  put  up  (two  dormitories,  and 
a  chapel  with  recitation  chambers  in  the  third  build¬ 
ing),  and  on  February  i,  1889,  the  buildings  and 
courses  passed  inspection  of  the  normal  authorities. 
Enrollment  the  following  spring  was  a  hundred  and 
sixty-eight ;  the  first  class,  of  eleven,  graduated  in 
1890.  Degrees  were  authorized  to  include  those  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Health  Education,  Elementary 
Education,  and  Junior  High  School  Education,  in 
1926.  The  name  was  changed  from  “normal”  to  the 
State  Teachers’  College  in  1927.  Growth  has  been 
steadily  maintained  during  more  than  forty  years,  in 
pace  with  the  growth  of  teaching  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  buildings,  of  course,  have  been  improved  with 
the  years,  and  are  as  follows:  main  building,  North 
Hall,  South  Hall,  the  chapel,  gymnasium  and  music 
hall,  swimming  pool  and  new  gymnasium  (completed 
in  1931),  a  training  school  (completed  in  1930),  men’s 
quarters,  power  plant,  laundry,  bake  shop,  repair  shop, 
and  garage.  Teachers  of  kindergarten,  graded  classes 
and  rural  schools  can  complete  the  required  courses 
for  that  category  in  two  years.  Four  years  are  re¬ 
quired  for  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree. 

Albert  E.  Maltby  was  the  first  president  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  from  1890  to  1916;  prior  to  1890,  James  E.  Mor¬ 
row  had  charge,  without  the  title.  Mr.  Eisenberg,  as 
recounted,  assumed  the  charge  some  fifteen  years 
since.  He  is  active  in  all  educational  circles  with 
bearing  on  his  distinguished  position;  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Education  Association;  belongs  to  the 
Academy  of  Political  Sciences  at  Philadelphia ;  fra¬ 
ternally  is  affiliated  with  Phi  Gamma  Mu,  Phi  Sigma 
Pi,  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  is  the  joint  author  of  the 
“Happy  Hour  Readers” ;  and  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  civic  affairs  of  Slippery 
Rock,  while  secondary  to  his  interests  in  education, 
are  suported  by  him  constructively,  and  Mr.  Eisen¬ 
berg  is  relied  upon  for  this  constructive  assistance  in 
the  general  movements  appealing  to  loyal  citizens. 

He  married,  in  1905,  Miss  Emma  H.  Johnson,  of 
Girardville ;  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Margaretta 
H.  Eisenberg.  The  family  residence  is  in  Slippery 
Rock. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  LA  VIE  R  — Identified 
throughout  his  entire  business  career  with  the  hard¬ 
ware  and  plumbing  supply  business,  the  late  William 
Henry  Lavier  met  with  outstanding  success.  His 
success  was  based  on  his  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
chosen  business,  on  his  untiring  energy  and  industry 
and  on  his  pleasing  personality.  These  qualities  also 
gained  for  him  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellowmen,  and  for  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
most  popular  residents  of  Meadville,  Craw'ford  County 
where  he  made  his  home  during  the  last  seventeen 
years  of  his  life.  Though  he  never  sought  or  held 
public  office,  he  could  always  be  counted  upon  to 
give  his  loyal  and  generous  support  to  any  com¬ 
munity  enterprise  of  worth.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  various  phases  of  the  city’s  life  and  constantly 
gave  proofs  of  his  public  spirit  and  of  his  deep  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  city  of  his  adoption. 

William  Henry  Lavier  was  born  at  Ogdensburg, 
New  York,  June  11,  1879,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Clara 
L.  (Ames)  Lavier,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  His 
father  was  for  many  years  successfully  engaged  in 
the  hardware  and  plumbers’  supply  business  at 


Ogdensburg  and  was  for  twenty-five  years  a  resident 
of  Syracuse,  New  York.  Mr.  Lavier  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  city  and,  after  leaving  school,  acquired 
his  first  business  experience  and  training  in  his 
father’s  business.  Before  long,  however,  he  sought 
a  wider  scope  for  his  energy  and  ability  and  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  as  sales¬ 
man  for  a  hardware  and  plumbing  supply  concern, 
his  territory  covering  all  of  the  states  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  In  1909  he  came  to  Meadville, 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  and  from  which  city  he  carried 
on  his  business  activities  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
manufacturers’  agent,  representing  eight  different 
companies  manufacturing  plumbing  and  heating  sup¬ 
plies.  A  man  of  untiring  energy  and  industry,  Mr. 
Lavier  met  with  outstanding  success  in  his  business, 
to  which  he  devoted  himself  with  unflagging  atten¬ 
tion.  He  did  all  his  selling  himself,  catering  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  jobbing  trade.  He  found  constant  en¬ 
couragement  in  his  wife,  a  lady  of  great  charm  and 
culture.  Mr.  Lavier  was  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
very  popular  member  of  the  Meadville  Country  Club, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers  and 
for  five  years  president.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  For  many  years 
prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  includ¬ 
ing  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  Another  Masonic  organization  in  which  he 
maintained  membership  and  in  which  he  was  very 
popular,  was  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie,  of 
which  latter  organization  he  was  district  represen¬ 
tative.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations 
were  with  the  Unitarian  Church,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  took  an  active  and  helpful  interest. 

Mr.  Lavier  married  at  Meadville,  April  4,  1908, 
Hazel  Kiebort,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Augusta 
Kiebort.  Mrs.  Lavier’s  father  was  at  one  time  the 
owner  and  operator  of  a  successful  distillery  busi¬ 
ness  and  was  also  successfully  engaged  in  the  to¬ 
bacco  manufacturing  business.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  made  his  home  with  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  He  was  a  member  of  Meadville  Lodge,  No. 
219,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
was  active  in  the  Zion  Evangelical  Church  of  Mead¬ 
ville.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
the  Spencer  Hospital  in  Meadville  after  a  lingering 
illness  on  February  4,  1926,  he  was  survived  by  Mrs. 
Lavier  and  one  son,  Fred  C.  Kiebort,  an  attorney 
likewise  a  resident  of  Meadville.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lavier  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Charlotte 
L.,  who  married  D.  Straw  and  who  is  the  mother 
of  one  son,  David  Straw,  Jr.  2.  William  Henry 
Lavier,  Jr.,  a  resident  of  Meadville. 

At  the  Meadville  Hospital,  William  Henry  Lavier 
died  suddenly  on  August  20,  1926,  as  the  result  of 
a  cerebral  hemorrhage  suffered  while  he  was  play¬ 
ing  golf  with  some  friends  at  the  Meadville  Country 
Club.  At  his  death  he  was  survived  by  his  widow 
and  his  two  children,  and  two  brothers  and  two 
sisters,  all  residents  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Mr.  Lavier’s  tragically  sudden  death  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-seven  years  came  as  a  distinct  shock 
to  his  many  friends  and  caused  widespread  and  sin¬ 
cere  regret  wherever  he  was  known.  His  genial 
nature  had  greatly  endeared  him  to  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  while  the  successful  conduct  of  his  busi- 
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ness  represented  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  his  community.  For  these  reasons 
he  will  long  be  remembered  and  his  untimely  death 
will  continue  to  be  felt  as  a  void  difficult  to  fill. 


RANDOLPH  EDWARD  RUBNER  —  Recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  outstanding  business  men  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  citizen  who  had  contributed  a 
great  deal  to  the  industrial  development  of  the  city, 
Randolph  Edward  Rubner  was  also  prominent  in 
religious  and  charitable  circles,  promoting  some  of 
the  important  welfare  and  betterment  movements  of 
Erie. 

He  was  born  April  10,  1886,  at  Erie,  a  son  of 
August  and  Julia  Rubner,  the  former  being  a  well- 
known  contractor  of  Erie.  He  attended  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Erie,  but  his  education  was  a 
thing  which  he  never  considered  completed  because 
he  was  a  student  by  nature  and  practice,  and  became 
a  reservoir  of  knowledge  often  drawn  upon  by  his 
friends  and  associates.  In  1903,  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Malleable 
Iron  Company,  and  worked  his  way  up  in  various 
capacities.  By  dint  of  natural  ability  and  unflagging 
concentration  upon  the  job  nearest  at  hand  he  ac¬ 
quired  the  knowledge  of  an  expert  in  many  branches 
of  the  iron  industry.  Particularly  skilled  in  the  han¬ 
dling  of  figures,  accountancy  came  to  be  a  specialty 
with  him,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  the 
accountant  of  the  Erie  Malleable  Iron  Company,  al¬ 
though  for  some  years  he  had  been,  and  still  was,  the 
president  of  the  Urich  Foundry  Company,  a  subsi¬ 
diary  of  the  company  with  which  he  had  started  as  a 
youth.  It  was  in  his  capacity  as  president  that  he 
was  so  successful  in  the  application  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  he  had  acquired  by  study  and  experience.  His 
death  created  a  vacancy  in  the  management  of  the 
Urich  Foundry  Company  which  it  was  difficult  to 
fill. 

Mr.  Rubner  somehow  managed  to  find  the  time 
during  his  intensely  active  career  to  indulge  his  lik¬ 
ing  for  fraternal  associations,  religious  activities  and 
recreation.  The  automobile  never  replaced  the  horse 
in  his  affections,  particularly  if  the  animal  in  ques¬ 
tion  wras  good  under  a  saddle;  horseback  riding  was 
perhaps  his  chief  recreative  exercise  and  pleasure. 
Fraternally,  he  wTas  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  a  member  of  all  the  bodies  including 
the  thirty-second  degree  York  Rite,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of 
St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church  and  had  numerous  posi¬ 
tions  of  trust  and  service  conferred  upon  him  from 
time  to  time.  He  was  president  of  the  board,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  council,  and  for  years  had  been 
president  of  the  Luther  League,  of  the  church.  His 
generosity  was  great  although  without  ostentation. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  of  his  city, 
its  improvement  and  beautification.  Mr.  Rubner  was 
never  appealed  to  in  vain  to  assist  a  person  or  a 
cause  which  was  worthy.  Outstanding  among  his 
characteristics  was  a  love  of  family  and  home. 

On  June  15,  1912,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  Randolph 
Edward  Rubner  married  Clara  Dimpelfeld,  daughter 
of  Adolph  and  Mathilde  Dimpelfeld,  of  this  city. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rubner  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Ruth  C.,  Martha,  Richard,  and  Mildred. 

Mr.  Rubner’s  death  on  March  13,  1926,  the  result 
of  an  accident,  came  as  a  great  shock  to  his  family 
and  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances.  His  life  had 


been  as  an  open  book  to  all  who  knew  him,  his  value 
to  the  community  was  exceeding  great,  his  business 
career  had  been  one  of  success  and  gave  promise  of 
greater  things  to  come.  With  his  passing  Erie  lost  one 
of  its  most  constructive  citizens.  His  life  and  achieve¬ 
ments,  however,  have  become  a  part  of  the  annals  of 
the  city,  and  will  be  remembered  with  thankfulness 
as  time  makes  it  possible  to  have  the  right  perspec¬ 
tive  of  his  career  and  appreciate  its  worth  and  the 
beauty  of  his  character. 


JAMES  NEWTON  SCOTT— In  business,  civic 
and  agricultural  affairs,  James  Newton  Scott  has  for 
many  years  been  a  leader.  Banking  and  public  util¬ 
ities  have  been  realms  of  his  special  interest;  but 
there  is  practically  no  branch  of  life  with  which  he 
is  not  deeply  concerned. 

Mr.  Scott  was  born  on  November  25,  1867,  in 
Jefferson  Township,  Greene  County.  He  makes  his 
home  in  Waynesburg,  where  he  has  most  of  his 
varied  business  interests.  His  parents  were  James 
and  Mary  (Spencer)  Scott,  both  natives  of  Greene 
County,  this  State,  the  father  born  in  Jefferson 
Township  in  1822  and  the  mother  in  Cumberland 
Township  in  1832.  The  father  w’as  a  farmer  until  his 
death  in  1878;  and  the  mother  is  also  deceased.  They 
had  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living  at  the 
time  of  writing. 

In  the  common  schools  of  his  native  Jefferson 
Township,  Greene  County,  James  Newton  Scott,  of 
this  review,  received  his  early  education,  farming 
thereafter  until  1907  in  Jefferson  Township.  He 
steadily  added  to  his  holdings  until  he  now  has  two 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres. 

In  1907  Mr.  Scott  became  associated  with  the 
Greene  County  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company, 
of  which  he  was  president  until  1920.  In  that  year 
the  organization  was  merged  with  the  South  Penn 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  of  which  he  has 
been  both  president  and  general  manager  since  that 
time.  Aside  from  his  work  in  this  connection  and  his 
agricultural  activities,  Air.  Scott  serves,  in  Car¬ 
michaels,  Pennsylvania,  as  vice-president  and  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  First  National  Bank. 

From  1905  to  1911  he  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  Jefferson  Township,  and  from  1902  to  1905 
he  wTas  road  supervisor  in  the  same  township.  For 
ten  years  he  served  as  school  director  in  Cumberland 
Township,  and  in  1927  he  was  elected  county  com¬ 
missioner  of  Greene  County  for  a  four-year  term. 
During  his  administration  the  Children’s  Home  of 
Greene  County,  a  badly  needed  improvement,  was 
built.  His  political  allegiance  he  has  consistently 
given  to  the  Democratic  party,  of  whose  policies 
and  principles  he  has  been  a  staunch  supporter;  and 
it  is  on  this  party’s  ticket  that  he  has  been  elected 
to  the  different  public  offices  with  which  his  con¬ 
stituents  have  entrusted  him. 

Different  organizations  active  in  varied  realms  of 
social  and  civic  life  have  benefited  from  his  help  and 
his  participation  in  their  affairs.  Among  these  groups 
are  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  a 
director;  and  the  American  Red  Cross,  of  whose 
Waynesburg  branch  he  is  also  a  director.  He  is 
acitve  also  in  the  work  of  the  Crippled  Children’s 
Society,  of  which  he  is  treasurer:  and  he  has  been 
chosen  by  the  Kiwanis  Club  as  that  organization’s 
president  for  1932.  A  member  of  the  Jefferson 
Grange,  Air.  Scott  has  been  always  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  work  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He 
has  sought  ever  to  do  what  he  could  to  advance  con¬ 
ditions  existing  in  agricultural  communities  in  this 
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region  of  Pennsylvania;  and  he  is  both  widely  known 
and  highly  regarded  among  the  farmers  here. 

Mr.  Scott’s  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  devout  communicant, 
and,  in  the  Muddy  Creek  Church  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion,  he  has  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  one  of 
the  elders.  His  role  in  this,  as  in  other  branches  of 
life,  has  been  one  of  leadership;  and  church,  State 
and  business  have  all  in  their  way  gained  from  Mr. 
Scott’s  life  and  work,  especially  since  he  has  kept 
constantly  uppermost  in  his  thoughts  and  affections 
the  general  well-being  of  the  people  of  Waynesburg 
and  of  Greene  County.  He  is  to  be  found  regularly 
on  the  side  of  progressiveism  and  betterment  in  any 
public  question  affecting  the  destinies  or  happiness  of 
his  fellowmen;  and  his  sound  judgment  on  all  prac¬ 
tical  matters  has  been,  with  him,  an  instrument  for 
the  promotion  of  great  civic  aspirations.  He  is  fond 
of  outdoor  pursuits  and  one  of  his  favorite  sports 
is  bird-hunting. 

James  Newton  Scott  married,  in  February,  1895, 
Lizzie  Bailey,  of  Cumberland  Township,  Greene 
County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  F.  and 
Mariamne  (Barclay)  Bailey.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  three  children:  1.  Harold,  deceased.  2. 
Ralph  B.  Scott,  who  was  graduated  from  Waynes¬ 
burg  College,  in  Waynesburg.  He  married  Bertha 
Anderson,  and  they  have  one  child,  Robert  Ander¬ 
son.  3.  Anna  L.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Anna  L.,  (Scott) 
Cree,  of  Jefferson,  Pennsylvania,  with  a  son,  Harold 
Scott.  Mr.  Cree  is  cashier  of  the  Jefferson  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  She,  too,  is  a  graduate  of  Waynesburg 
College,  and  has  had  a  year  of  post-graduate  study 
at  Columbia  University,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
4.  J.  Paul,  who  is  at  the  time  of  writing  engaged 
in  agricultural  operations  at  Carmichaels,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  married  Gladys  Cree  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  James  Le  Roy  and  William  Bailey. 


JOHN  MULFORD  PATTERSON— During  the 
seventeen  years  throughout  which  Mr.  Patterson  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business 
at  Waynesburg,  the  county  seat  of  Greene  County, 
he  has  not  only  become  one  of  the  most  prominent 
merchants  of  this  section  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
but  has  also  assumed  a  position  of  leadership  in  civic 
affairs.  Whatever  appears  to  him  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  receives  his  gen¬ 
erous  and  enthusiastic  support,  and  few,  if  any,  other 
citizens  of  Waynesburg  work  harder  for  this  city’s 
progress  and  welfare.  For  many  years  he  has  also 
been  very  prominent  in  Masonic  affairs  and  he  is 
today  one  of  the  best  known  and  the  highest  ranking 
Masons  in  Greene  County. 

John  Mulford  Patterson  was  born  at  Graysville, 
Greene  County,  January  22,  1877,  a  son  of  Dr.  J. 
Enlow  Patterson.  His  father  was  born  at  Claysville, 
Washington  County,  March  20,  1848,  and  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Wooster  Medical  College  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio.  He  practiced  medicine  for  many  years  at 
Graysville,  Greene  County,  where  he  died  on  May  8, 
1901.  Mr.  Patterson’s  mother,  still  living,  was  before 
her  marriage  to  Dr.  Patterson  Miss  Anna  Burroughs 
and  was  born  in  Morris  Township,  Greene  County, 
on  November  1,  1851.  Mr.  Patterson  is  one  of  a 
family  of  five  children,  of  whom  all  but  one  are 
living.  He  has  one  brother  and  two  sisters:  Charles 
C.  Patterson  of  Waynesburg,  Mrs.  Alma  Headley  of 
Waynesburg  and  Mrs.  Basha  Klinger  of  Monrovia, 
California.  Mr.  Patterson  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  then  clerked 
in  a  store  for  several  years.  In  1901  he  became  a 


partner  in  the  firm  of  Conkey  &  Patterson,  which 
conducted  a  general  store  at  Graysville  very  success¬ 
fully  until  1905.  In  that  year  Mr.  Patterson  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  from  then  on 
he  continued  the  store  alone  until  1912.  Having  dis¬ 
posed  of  the  business  in  that  year,  he  traveled  for 
one  season  as  a  representative  of  the  Mishawaka 
Woolen  &  Rubber  Manufacturing  Company  of  Misha¬ 
waka,  Indiana.  On  September  17,  1914,  the  present 
partnership  of  Patterson  &  Milliken  was  formed  and 
ever  since  then  it  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  retail  dry  goods  and  ladies  ready-to-wear  busi¬ 
ness  in  Waynesburg.  During  this  period  the  firm 
has  also  owned  and  operated  successfully  general 
stores  at  Rice’s  Landing  and  at  Jefferson,  both  in 
Greene  County.  Mr.  Patterson  is  generally  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Waynesburg. 
He  is  president  of  the  Waynesburg  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  a  member  of  the  Waynesburg  Board 
of  Education,  on  which  he  is  now  serving  his  second 
term.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Waynesburg 
Kiwanis  Club  and  of  lodge  No.  469,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  For  many  years  prominently 
active  in  Masonic  affairs,  Mr.  Patterson  today  is  the 
only  thirty-third  degree  Mason  in  Greene  County, 
having  been  raised  to  this  degree  in  September,  1929. 
The  various  Masonic  organizations  in  which  he  main¬ 
tains  membership,  are:  Waynesburg  Lodge,  No.  153, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past 
Master;  Washington  Chapter,  No.  150,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Washington  Council,  No.  1,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters;  Jacques  De  Molay  Commandery, 
No.  3,  Knights  Templar;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple 
of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  while  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  has  long  been 
prominently  active  in  the  work  of  his  church  and  is 
a  teacher  of  its  young  men’s  Bible  class. 

Mr.  Patterson  married,  February  15,  1905,  Violet 
McNeely,  of  Center  Township,  Greene  County,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Wise)  McNeely. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  have  no  children. 


CHAUNCEY  WYLIE  PARKINSON— A  native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Greene  County,  Mr.  Parkin¬ 
son  has  long  been  one  of  the  representative  and 
substantial  business  and  civic  leaders  at  the  county 
seat,  Waynesburg.  Engaged  in  the  furniture  and  un¬ 
dertaking  business  for  more  than  twenty  years,  he  is 
the  manager  of  and  a  partner  in  one  of  the  oldest 
establishments  of  this  type  in  Greene  County.  Mr. 
Parkinson  has  also  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  has  served  with  distinction  in  both 
houses  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  proving  him¬ 
self  a  most  capable  and  effective  legislator  and 
through  his  work  there,  as  well  as  in  many  other 
ways,  furthering  the  best  interests  and  the  progress 
of  his  constituency. 

Chauncey  Wylie  Parkinson  was  born  in  Morris 
Township,  Greene  County,  July  20,  1886,  a  son  of 
John  L.  and  Caroline  (Simpson)  Parkinson.  His 
father,  who  is  a  farmer,  was  born  in  Morris  Town¬ 
ship,  Washington  County,  January  11,  1856.  Mr. 
Parkinson’s  mother  was  born  in  the  same  township 
in  June,  1858,  and  died  in  April,  1926.  One  of  a 
family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  Mr. 
Parkinson  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  township  and  then  attended  the 
State  Normal  School  at  California,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Waynesburg  College,  from  which  latter  he  was  grad- 
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uated  in  1909.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  from 
college  he  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  T.  J. 
Huffman  and  Son,  dealers  in  furniture  and  under¬ 
takers.  He  is  now  a  partner  of  this  firm  and  its 
manager  and  in  this  capacity  has  proven  himself  an 
exceptionally  capable  business  man.  This  concern 
was  established  in  1865  by  Mr.  John  H.  Ganier.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Parkinson  has  been  one  of  the  rec¬ 
ognized  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in  Greene 
County.  After  serving  in  the  Pennsylvania  House  of 
Representatives  during  1922-24,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Senate  from  the  Forty-sixth  Dis¬ 
trict  consisting  of  Washington  and  Greene  coun¬ 
ties,  in  1926,  and  was  reelected  in  1930.  In  both 
houses  he  has  been  very  popular  and  has  done  much 
to  further  the  welfare  and  prosperity  his  district. 
For  many  years  prominently  active  in  Masonic  af¬ 
fairs,  Mr.  Parkinson  is  a  member  of  the  following 
Masonic  bodies;  Lodge  No.  153,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Washington  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Washington  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters; 
Jacques  De  Molay  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
of  Washington;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite;  Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  as  well  as  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and 
the  Greene  County  Country  Club.  His  religious  af¬ 
filiations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Parkinson  married,  in  1909,  Inez  Huffman,  of 
Waynesburg,  a  daughter  of  T.  J.  and  Lyda  (Mat¬ 
tox)  Huffman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parkinson  are  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Helen,  born  September 
5,  1910,  educated  at  Waynesburg  College.  2.  Thomas 
H.,  born  October  2,  1914.  3.  Carolina  E.,  born  July 
28,  1918.  4.  Mary  Jo.,  born  April  23,  1922.  5. 

Martha,  born  May  24,  1925. 


JAMES  FENTON  TORRANCE— A  man  who 

has  figured  prominently  in  Westmoreland  County 
life,  James  Fenton  Torrance  is  at  present  serving 
as  a  county  commissioner  of  this  county;  and  his 
career  as  a  farmer  and  as  a  civic-minded  citizen 
has  been  noteworthy. 

Mr.  Torrance  was  born  in  Franklin  Township, 
Westmoreland  County,  on  November  2,  1888,  son  of 
Htigh  Milo  and  Josephine  (Black)  Torrance  and 
member  of  an  old  and  honored  family.  His  father, 
like  himself,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  year  of 
his  birth  having  been  1858;  he  died  on  May  23,  1891. 
The  mother  was  born  in  North  Huntingdon  Town¬ 
ship,  Westmoreland  County,  in  i860,  and  died  on 
June  29,  1890.  They  had  three  children:  1.  Samuel 
Black  Torrance,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  James  Fen¬ 
ton  Torrance,  of  further  mention.  3.  Elizabeth  Tor¬ 
rance,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edward  A.  Murdock, 
of  Pittsburgh.  The  farm  that  the  present  Mr.  Tor¬ 
rance  owns  in  Franklin  Township,  a  two  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  acre  property,  has  figured  prom¬ 
inently  in  Pennsylvania  history,  having  been  the  orig¬ 
inal  grant  from  the  Manor  of  Denmark  by  the  Penns 
to  Hugh  Torrance,  great-great-great-grandfather  of 
James  Fenton  Torrance.  This  Hugh  Torrance  served 
in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was 
well  advanced  in  years  when  retired  from  the  army, 
having  been  honorably  discharged  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  He  was  in  the  regiment  commanded 
by  Colonel  Cadwalader,  and  held  different  commis¬ 
sions  up  to  and  including  that  of  major.  He  served, 
too,  in  a  number  of  outstanding  battles,  notably  those 
of  Red  Bank  and  Brandywine. 


Such  was  the  family  background  against  which 
James  Fenton  Torrance,  of  this  review,  passed  his 
early  days,  attending  the  public  graded  and  high 
schools  of  Pittsburgh.  Finishing  his  high  school 
work  in  1905,  he  matriculated  at  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  taking  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
Agriculture  in  1909.  Until  1923  he  was  independently 
engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin  Township,  but  in 
that  year  was  elected  county  commissioner  of  West¬ 
moreland  County,  the  position  that  he  has  held  since 
that  time,  having  been  reelected  in  1927  and  again 
in  1931. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Torrance 
has  served  his  county  and  his  State  in  a  multitude  of 
ways;  for  by  no  means  has  his  public  life  been  con¬ 
fined  to  this  county  commissionership.  For  ten  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Franklin  Township  School 
Board,  and  during  that  time  he  served  as  secretary 
of  the  board  for  a  considerable  period.  In  1921 
and  1922  he  was  president  of  the  County  School 
Directors’  Association;  and  his  service  to  the  school 
system  was  of  pronounced  value  to  his  community 
and  county.  Mr.  Torrance  was  also  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Westmoreland  County  Farm  Board, 
of  which  he  is  now  a  director.  He  is  chairman,  too, 
of  the  Republican  party  organization  of  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  having  served  in  this  capacity  since 
June,  1928.  He  served  for  a  time,  too,  on  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  State  Commissioners’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania,  and  later  was  elected  one  of 
the  vice-presidents  of  this  group. 

Fraternal  and  social  life  have  had,  for  Mr.  Tor¬ 
rance,  a  great  interest;  and  to  different  organizations 
of  this  type  he  has  contributed  of  his  best  energies. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  in  this  order  is  affiliated  with  Shidle  Lodge  No. 
601,  of  Irwin,  Pennsylvania;  as  well  as  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  the  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  and  the  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar, 
all  of  Greensburg;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  His  church  is  the  Export  Presbyterian,  in 
which  he  is  one  of  the  elders  and  since  1921  has 
been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  Into  each 
of  these  groups  he  has  consistently  put  his  fullest 
devotion;  and,  as  a  result,  few  men  are  so  highly 
esteemed  in  Greensburg,  Export  and  Westmoreland 
County  life  as  is  Mr.  Torrance.  In  his  spare  time 
his  attentions  turn  toward  certain  outdoor  recrea¬ 
tional  pursuits,  notably  hunting  and  fishing,  of  which 
he  has  always  been  fond. 

James  Fenton  Torrance  married,  in  1910,  Helen 
Buchanan  Zimmerman,  of  Delmont,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  William  John  and  Anna  (Buchanan) 
Zimmerman.  Air.  Zimmerman  was  born  in  Allegheny 
Township,  Westmoreland  County,  on  July  11,  i860, 
and  Mrs.  Zimmerman  on  March  27,  1862.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Torrance  became  the  parents  of  three  sons: 
1.  J.  Milo,  who  was  born  on  January  4,  1912,  and 
educated  at  Pennsylvania  State  College.  2.  James 
Fenton,  Jr.,  born  September  2,  1914,  now  attending 
Wyoming  Seminary,  of  Kingston,  Pennsylvania.  3. 
Robert  Zimmerman,  born  October  31,  1921. 


J.  ERNEST  ISHERWOOD— The  county  seat  of 
Greene  County,  Waynesburg,  has  been  the  scene  of 
Mr.  Isherwood’s  successful  professional  activities  as 
a  lawyer  for  the  last  eight  years  and  ever  since  his 
admission  to  the  bar.  Here  he  is  well  known  not  only 
as  an  able  and  resourceful  lawyer,  but  also  as  a 
patriotic  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His  fine  record 
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as  an  officer  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
during  the  World  War  and  his  effective  participa¬ 
tion  in  civic,  fraternal,  social  and  religious  affairs, 
combined  with  his  high  professional  standing,  fully 
entitle  him  to  the  position  of  importance  and  in¬ 
fluence  which  he  holds  in  his  community. 

J.  Ernest  Isherwood  was  born  in  Freedom,  Beaver 
County,  December  10,  1897,  a  son  of  Ernest  and 
Anna  (Young)  Isherwood.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1872,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1892  and  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Isher- 
wood’s  mother  was  born  in  Northumberland,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1877.  After  having  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Can- 
nonsburg  and  after  having  graduated  from  the  high 
schools  there  in  1914,  Mr.  Isherwood  attended  Alle¬ 
gheny  College  at  Meadville,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1920 
and  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  in  1921.  After  that  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  at  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1923.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  1923  and  to  practice  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  on  October  9, 
1924,  and  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  on  April  21,  1931.  Immediately  following 
the  completion  of  his  legal  studies  and  his  admission 
to  the  Pennsylvania  bar,  Mr.  Isherwood,  in  1923, 
established  himself  in  the  general  practice  of  law  at 
Waynesburg,  the  county  seat  of  Greene  County, 
where  he  continued  to  practice  alone  and  under  his 
own  name  until  1928.  Since  then  he  has  been  tne 
junior  member  of  the  Waynesburg  law  firm  of  Smith 
&  Isherwood,  his  partner  being  Mr.  S.  M.  Smith. 
His  offices  are  in  the  Peoples  Bank  Building  at 
Waynesburg.  Mr.  Isherwood  is  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  during  which  he  served  twenty-eight 
months  and  three  weeks  overseas  with  the  27th  Divi¬ 
sion.  He  held  a  commission  as  captain  and  now 
ranks  as  major  with  the  394th  Infantry,  99th  Division. 
During  his  long  overseas  service  he  greatly  distin¬ 
guished  himself  and  he  received  a  citation  for  excep¬ 
tional  gallantry  at  Kemmel  Hill  on  the  British  front. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  from  active  military 
service  in  September,  1919.  Mr.  Isherwood  has  long 
been  prominently  active  in  the  American  Legion  and 
is  now  commander  of  the  Twenty-fifth  District,  also 
Grand  Avocat,  40  and  8,  for  the  State.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Waynesburg  Lodge,  No.  153,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master; 
Washington  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Wash¬ 
ington  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Jacques 
De  Molay  Commandery,  at  Washington,  Knights 
Templar;  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
Ever  since  his  college  days  he  has  been  a  member 
of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity,  Delta  Sigma 
Rho  Fraternity  and  Delta  Theta  Phi,  the  last  named 
being  a  legal  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
the  men’s  Bible  class  of  which  he  is  the  teacher.  His 
favorite  forms  of  recreation  are  golf  and  hunting  and 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Greene  County  Coun¬ 
try  Club. 

Mr.  Isherwood  married,  in  1923,  Dorothy  May 
Curry,  of  Meadville,  a  daughter  of  Malvern  H.  and 
Ella  Maude  (Graffms)  Curry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isher¬ 
wood  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  James 


Ernest,  Jr.,  born  March  10,  1925.  2.  Dorothy 

Jean,  born  August  2,  1929. 


DON.  C.  LONGANECKER— Fourteen  years 
ago,  immediately  following  his  graduation  from  col¬ 
lege,  Mr.  Longanecker  commenced  his  career  as  an 
educator.  Ever  since  then  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
educational  work  in  his  native  State,  Pennsylvania. 
That  he  has  been  signally  successful,  is  clearly  in¬ 
dicated  by  his  steady  rise,  and  today  he  ranks 
amongst  the  well-known  educational  administrators 
of  western  Pennsylvania.  At  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  where  he  is  now  stationed  as  assistant  county 
superintendent  of  public  schools,  he  is  prominently 
active  also  in  other  phases  of  the  community’s  life, 
constantly  laboring  to  further  civic  progress  and  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  his  native  county. 

Don  C.  Longanecker  was  born  in  Greene  Town¬ 
ship,  Greene  County,  August  3,  1892,  a  son  of  Sylves¬ 
ter  and  Ida  (Debolt)  Longanecker.  His  father,  who 
is  a  farmer,  was  born  at  Mapletown,  in  1854,  his 
mother  in  the  same  town  in  1865.  One  of  a  family 
of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  living,  Mr.  Longa¬ 
necker  received  his  early  education  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Cumberland  Township  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Cumberland  Township  High  School  with 
honors  in  1913.  He  then  attended  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege  at  Meadville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1917.  Still  later 
he  pursued  post-graduated  work  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  and  at  Waynesburg  College,  from  which 
latter  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
1930.  Immediately  following  his  graduation  from 
Allegheny  College,  Mr.  Longanecker  became  a 
teacher  in  the  Cumberland  Township  High  School, 
continuing  as  a  member  of  its  faculty  during  1917- 
1918.  Next  he  served  as  principal  of  this  school 
during  1918-19.  During  1919-20  he  was  teacher  of 
history  and  social  science  at  the  Mount  Pleasant 
High  School,  serving  also  as  an  instructor  during 
the  summer  of  1920  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Town¬ 
ship  Summer  Normal  School  for  Teachers.  From 
Mount  Pleasant  Mr.  Longanecker  went  to  Jeannette, 
where  he  was  a  teacher  at  the  local  high  school  dur¬ 
ing  1920-25.  Next  he  served  as  supervising  principal 
of  the  public  schools  of  Bentleyville  during  1925-26. 
Since  1926  he  has  been  assistant  county  superinten¬ 
dent  of  public  schools  of  Greene  County,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  the  county  seat,  Waynesburg.  In  politics 
Mr.  Longanecker  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  trus¬ 
tee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Waynesburg  Kiwanis 
Club,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1931;  Greens- 
burg  Lodge,  No.  225,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  the  national  educational  fraternity  of  Kappa 
Phi  Kappa;  the  National  Education  Association;  and 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association,  of 
which  latter  he  is  a  life  member.  His  favorite  forms 
of  recreation  are  hunting  and  farming. 

Mr.  Longanecker  married,  July  21,  1917,  Carrie 
Gwynne,  of  Carmichaels,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of 
John  R.  and  Laura  (Martin)  Gwynne.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Longanecker  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Don 
C.,  Jr.,  born  February  23,  1924,  and  Jean  Gwynne, 
born  July  4,  1926. 

NEWCOMB  GILBERT  PARKE— A  familiar 

figure  in  the  professional  coterie  of  Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  civic  and  similar  organiza¬ 
tions  which  have  done  so  much  to  forward  the  prog- 
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ress  of  that  city,  Newcomb  Gilbert  Parke  as  super¬ 
vising  principal  of  the  schools  has  contributed  a  full 
share  to  the  progress  of  the  recent  years.  He  came 
to  Waynesburg  in  1928,  after  thorough  preparation 
and  training  for  the  teacher’s  profession,  and  was 
successful  from  the  start.  Social  and  enterprising,  he 
manifested  a  readiness  to  play  a  part  in  any  activity 
which  might  prove  of  value  to  the  city  and  its  peo¬ 
ple,  a  readiness  which  was  appreciatively  accepted, 
and  he  is  increasingly  becoming  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  Waynesburg. 

Mr.  Parke  is  a  native  of  the  West,  born  in  Sarpy 
Township,  Nebraska,  November  28,  1873,  a  son  of 
Gilbert  Geer  and  Sarah  Jane  (Preston)  Parke.  His 
father  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1843,  and  died  in  1889,  a  mechanic  and 
farmer,  while  his  mother  was  born  in  Norwich,  New 
York,  in  1827  and  died  in  1895.  The  family  moved 
to  Nebraska  where  his  education  started  in  the  public 
schools  continuing  at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania.  After 
being  graduated  from  high  school  in  1897,  he  entered 
Normal  School,  graduating  in  1899,  two  years  later. 
His  teaching  career  started  in  1899  and  was  continued 
until  1905,  but  along  with  teaching  he  combined  fur¬ 
ther  studies  and  in  1906  was  graduated  from  Grove 
City  College,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philos¬ 
ophy,  later  receiving  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  from 
the  same  college.  The  second  phase  of  his  career  be¬ 
gan  in  1906,  at  McDonald,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
remained  for  fourteen  years,  and  his  experience  ran 
the  gamut  from  teaching  a  grade  in  the  class  room  to 
service  as  supervising  principal  of  the  district  school 
and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Washington 
County  school  system.  From  1922  to  1928  he  was 
superintendent-principal  of  schools  at  Sewickley, 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1928  accepted  the  position  of 
superintendent-principal  of  the  Waynesburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  schools.  His  call  to  Waynesburg  was 
based  upon  the  reputation  which  he  had  won  else¬ 
where,  and  his  work  in  this  city  has  enhanced  that 
reputation.  By  fitness,  natural  abilities  and  experi¬ 
ence,  motivated  by  a  genuine  love  of  his  profession, 
Mr.  Parke  has  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his 
colleagues  both  as  teacher  and  administrator,  and 
holds  a  high  place  in  the  affection  and  faith  of  the 
people  with  whom  he  labors. 

In  former  years  a  member  and  president  of  the 
Sewickley  Kiwanis  Club,  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Waynesburg  Kiwanis,  and  since  1929  has 
served  on  the  board  of  directors.  In  his  fraternal  affili¬ 
ations  he  is  a  member  of  Garfield  Lodge,  No.  604, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  McDonald,  and  a 
member  of  New  Castle  Consistory.  Since  young 
manhood  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  while  in  McDonald  he  served  his  church  as 
elder,  and  for  four  years  was  a  teacher  of  the  Men’s 
Bible  Class  which  had  a  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five.  He  now  serves  on  the  board  of 
ruling  elders  of  the  Waynesburg  Presbyterian  Church. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  though  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 

Newcomb  Gilbert  Parke  married  in  1904,  Alice 
Henry,  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Mat¬ 
thew  and  Mary  (Straw)  Henry.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parke  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Alice 
Elizabeth,  a  graduate  of  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School,  and  now  teaching  in  the  Waynesboro  public 
schools.  2.  Gilbert  Henry,  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Teachers  College  in  Mansfield,  and  now  superintend¬ 
ent  of  music  in  the  Sheffield  School,  at  Sheffield, 
Pennsylvania. 


JAMES  WALTER  HAWKINS— Engaged  in  a 
general  practice  of  law  in  Waynesburg,  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  elected  district  attorney  of  Greene 
County,  James  Walter  Hawkins  has  acquired  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  importance  in  his  community  and  in  his  native 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  born  on  August  16,  1903,  in 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Walter  R.  and 
Cora  B.  (Huffman)  Hawkins,  both  natives  of  Greene 
County,  the  father  born  in  Morgan  Township  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1871,  and  the  mother  in  Washington  Town¬ 
ship  in  1874.  She  died  in  1908.  The  father  is 
widely  known  as  the  owner  of  coal  lands  and  of  ex¬ 
tensive  real  estate  holdings.  In  public  and  high 
schools,  James  Walter  Hawkins  received  his  early 
education,  and  graduated  from  high  school  in  1921, 
he  became  a  student  at  Pennsylvania  State  College, 
where,  in  1925,  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  Becoming  associated,  in  Harrisburg,  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Edward  Martin,  he  continued  a  business  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  general  for  two  and  one-half  years,  at 
the  conclusion  of  which  he  matriculated  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia,  receiving 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  that  institution 
in  1930.  Admitted  to  the  Greene  County  bar  on 
October  29,  1930,  and  to  practice  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  on  October  30  of  that  same  year,  Mr. 
Hawkins  has  since  been  engaged  in  a  general  practice 
of  law. 

Long  keenly  interested  in  public  affairs,  he  has  been 
a  consistent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
policies  and  principles,  and,  in  November,  1931,  he 
was  elected  district  attorney  of  Greene  County,  which 
normally  gives  its  vote  to  the  Democratic  candidates. 
Also  active  in  different  branches  of  civic  and  social 
life,  Mr.  Hawkins  belongs  to  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
and  Delta  Sigma  Pi  fraternities,  and  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  He  is  both 
a  member  and  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guards,  being  affiliated  with  Company  K  of 
the  noth  Infantry.  Each  of  the  groups  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  has  in  some  way  gained  from 
his  participation  in  its  affairs,  and  his  position  is,  as 
a  result,  one  of  leadership  and  high  standing  among 
his  fellowmen. 

James  Walter  Hawkins  married,  on  April  7,  1928, 
Louella  Blanche  Fulmer,  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Lillian  B.  (Kiehl) 
Fulmer. 


HEBER  REGINALD  BISHOP — Merchant  and 
manufacturer,  then  railway  director  and  builder,  a 
leader  in  metals  industries,  world  traveler,  sportsman, 
connoisseur,  and  patron  of  the  arts,  the  late  Heber 
Reginald  Bishop,  of  New  York  City,  was  a  man  of 
that  type  of  mentality  and  physical  energy  who  gives 
himself  enthusiastically  and  successfully  to  whatever 
endeavor  he  may  have  been  led  to  pursue,  whether  it 
has  been  inherited  or  acquired  through  personal  taste 
and  effort.  Among  other  things,  Mr.  Bishop  was  one 
of  the  originators  and  a  co-builder  of  the  Third  Ave¬ 
nue  Elevated  Railway  in  New  York  City.  He  had 
assembled  the  largest  and  most  valuable  collec¬ 
tion  of  jade  in  the  world,  outside  of  China,  and 
this  he  presented  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art, 
of  which  he  was  a  trustee.  His  wide  knowledge  of 
this  rare  and  beautiful  substance  caused  him  to  be 
rated  as  an  authority  upon  it. 

Dr.  John  Bishop,  from  whom  the  family  of  Heber 
Reginald  Bishop  is  descended,  came  from  England 
to  America  and  settled  in  Massachusetts,  about  the 


248 


PENNSYLVANIA 


year  1682.  He  married  Sarah  Bond,  of  a  prominent 
Colonial  family,  and  they  had  children,  Sarah  and 
John.  The  family  removed  to  Medford,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  descendants  maintained  their  residence 
until  1868. 

John  Bishop,  only  son  of  Dr.  John  and  Sarah 
(Bond)  Bishop,  married  Abigail  Tufts,  the  daughter 
of  Dr.  Simon  Tufts,  of  Medford,  where,  at  their 
home  on  High  Street  they  later  had  as  guests  General 
Washington,  John  Adams,  John  Quincy  Adams,  three 
Presidents  of  the  United  States.  Mrs.  John  Bishop 
had  among  her  close  friends  the  wife  of  the  elder 
Adams,  the  two  families  being  related  by  marriage. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bishop  were: 
John,  see  further.  2.  Abigail,  married  Dr.  Archelaus 
Putnam. 

John  Bishop,  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Tufts) 
Bishop,  married  Lydia  Holmes,  younger  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Holmes,  a  merchant  and  large  property 
owner  of  Boston,  and  Rebecca  (Goodwill)  Holmes. 

Nathaniel  Holmes  Bishop,  son  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Holmes)  Bishop,  inherited  large  landed  estates  in 
Medford,  Massachusetts.  He  married  Mary  Smith, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Judson  Farrar,  of  Peterborough,  New 
Hampshire.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  Heber  Reginald  was  the  youngest  son.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  in  Medford  in  1850. 

Heber  Reginald  Bishop,  son  of  Nathaniel  Holmes 
and  Mary  Smith  (Farrar)  Bishop,  was  born  in  Med¬ 
ford,  Massachusetts,  March  11,  1840,  and  received  his 
education  in  Mr.  Cummings’  school  in  his  native  town 
and  at  the  North  Yarmouth  (Maine)  Academy.  He 
early  showed  a  leaning  toward  a  business  career,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1856  became  a  member  of  the  counting- 
room  staff  of  Benjamin  Burgess  &  Sons,  at  that  time 
among  the  leading  merchants  doing  business  on  India 
Wharf,  Boston,  and  principally  engaged  in  the  West 
Indies  trade.  During  the  three  years  that  he  was  in 
the  service  of  that  firm  he  manifested  those  qualities 
of  industry  and  devotion  for  which  he  later  became 
so  well  known,  and  by  which  the  full  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  associates  were  won.  Late  in  the  year 
1859  he  was  sent  by  the  house  of  Burgess  to  look  after 
their  interests  at  Remedios,  Cuba,  and  so  capably  did 
he  discharge  his  mission,  meanwhile  acquiring  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  oi  doing  business  in  the  Island,  that 
he  was  qualified  to  open  his  own  sugar  establishment 
in  March,  1861,  when  he  had  entered  his  twenty- 
second  year.  He  carried  on  a  sugar  refining  and 
exporting  business  under  the  style  of  Bishop  &  Com¬ 
pany,  building  up  a  large  and  profit-returning  enter¬ 
prise  during  the  ensuing  years  of  happiness  and  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  He  also  managed  a 
successful  banking  business  with  the  planters. 

With  the  breaking  out  of  the  first  Cuban  insurrec¬ 
tion  in  1868,  there  began  an  intermittent  reign  of 
chaos  in  the  island.  Under  greatly  increasing  diffi¬ 
culties  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane  was  carried 
on;  labor  was  scarce  and  political  conditions  were 
inimical  to  financing  the  industry  so  that  the  planters 
could  continue  to  produce  sugar.  With  a  revolution  in 
full  swing,  which  the  Spanish  Government  was  unable 
to  put  down,  and  with  emancipation  of  the  slaves  a 
foregone  conclusion,  Mr.  Bishop  reached  the  decision 
to  withdraw  from  Cuba.  He  was  unable  at  the  time 
to  dispose  of  valuable  real  estate,  as  sugar  warehouses, 
wharves  and  cooperage.  In  1876  he  left  the  island, 
where  he  had  spent  some  seventeen  years  in  building 
up  his  large  and  prosperous  business,  and  never  re¬ 
turned  to  the  scene.  He  had,  however,  established  an 
ample  fortune. 


Returning  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Bishop  settled 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  concerned  himself  with 
gas,  railroad,  iron  and  other  business  affairs.  He  also 
became  interested  in  “rapid  transit”  in  the  metropolis. 
With  Benjamin  Brewster  as  an  associate  he  formed 
a  combination  for  the  building  of  the  Third  Avenue 
Elevated  Railway.  It  had  been  his  idea  to  assume 
control  of  the  line  when  finished,  but  he  began  to  give 
attention  almost  wholly  to  Western  interests,  and  he 
was  elected  a  director  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  Railroad  Company,  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railway,  and  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range 
Railroad  Company.  In  1878  he  made  New  York  City 
his  permanent  home.  In  1887  he  was  one  of  the  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  Minnesota  Iron  Company  and  the 
Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railway  Company,  and  was 
elected  president  of  both  these  corporations.  He  was 
also  a  director  of  the  Chandler  Iron  Company,  the 
Lackawanna  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  and  the  new 
Lackawanna  Steel  Company.  For  many  years  he  was 
a  director  of  the  Metropolitan  Trust  Company,  and 
was  identified  with  other  corporations  in  New  York 
City. 

Ability,  integrity  and  business  aptitude  character¬ 
ized  Mr.  Bishop  in  fulfilling  all  the  trusts  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  reposed  in  him.  This  was  true  also  in  his 
connection  with  various  charities  in  New  York  City, 
principally  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  of  which  he  was 
vice-president  for  several  years.  In  later  years,  his 
failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  retire  from 
active  participation  in  the  management  of  this  insti¬ 
tution.  He  had  other  interests,  too,  those  of  a  social 
character,  in  which  he  had  much  pleasure  during  his 
more  active  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Club,  Union  Club,  Union  League,  Century 
Club,  Grolier  Club,  and  others.  He  was  a  keen  sports¬ 
man,  and  a  member  of  the  famous  Restigouche  Sal¬ 
mon  Club,  also  of  the  Southside  Sportsmen’s  Club 
and  other  clubs. 

In  religious  affairs  he  had  been  active.  At  one  time 
he  was  prominent  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Forty- 
second  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  City. 
Civic  service  also  appealed  to  him,  and  he  assumed 
many  burdens  at  the  insistence  of  his  fellows.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Association, 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York. 
He  became  a  director  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Natural  History  and  a  trustee  of  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art,  to  which  last-named  institution  he 
was  a  most  generous  donor.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
New  England  Society.  His  great  fondness  for  hunt¬ 
ing  led  him  for  some  years  to  organize  parties  each 
season  for  hunting  big  game  in  the  Far  West.  In 
1882  he  made  a  trip  with  General  Sheridan  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  traveling  many  hundreds  of  miles 
on  horseback  in  quest  of  big  game.  His  enthusiasm 
for  fishing  was  on  a  par  with  that  for  the  chase,  and 
he  greatly  enjoyed  his  visits  to  the  Restigouche  Sal¬ 
mon  Club  in  Canada.  In  later  years  he  was  wont  to 
go  to  England  and  France  for  the  shooting  seasons. 
In  1899  he  rented  for  the  season  an  estate  in  Norfolk, 
England,  where  he  and  his  guests  enjoyed  excellent 
shooting,  among  his  friends  there  being  a  number 
from  the  United  States  and  France. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Bishop  made  his  first  visit  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  other  visits  were  made  in  1880  and 
1890.  It  was  in  1881  that  he  first  went  to  Europe, 
spending  five  months  in  traveling.  In  1883  and  1885 
he  was  again  in  Europe,  and  on  these  trips  he  visited 
England,  France,  Germany,  Austria,  Russia  and  Spain. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


249 


Having  begun  his  collection  of  jade  in  1880,  he  made 
additions  to  it  whenever  good  specimens  were  to  be 
obtained.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  1888  and  1889 
in  visiting  Italy  and  Turkey,  besides  traveling  the 
usual  routes.  He  had  long  desired  to  visit  China  and 
Japan,  and  in  1892  he  had  the  pleasure  of  going  to 
these  countries.  For  three  weeks  he  was  in  Peking, 
where  he  was  shown  many  things  not  permitted  to  be 
viewed  by  travelers  generally.  His  reputation  as  a 
connoisseur  and  collector  having  preceded  him,  he  was 
given  many  opportunities.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he 
again  was  in  Europe.  In  early  1895  he  spent  two 
months  in  Egypt,  traveling  up  the  Nile  as  far  as  the 
Second  Cataract.  He  later  made  a  journey  to  the 
Holy  Land,  Greece  and  Turkey,  this  being  his  second 
visit  to  Constantinople.  He  returned  by  way  of 
Sicily,  Naples  and  Rome  to  Paris  in  April. 

In  1882  Mr.  Bishop  had  built  his  home  on  upper 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  and  there  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death.  In  1893  he  added  a  fireproof 
room  for  his  collection  of  jade.  He  was  constantly 
adding  to  the  collection,  but  in  the  last  few  years  he 
would  only  include  something  very  rare  or  curious. 
This  unique  collection  contains  many  objects  of  rare 
artistic  beauty  and  value,  and  also  many  specimens  of 
mineralogical  and  archaeological  jade,  which  greatly 
increase  its  value.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
value  of  the  collection  is  more  than  half  a  million 
dollars,  its  size  surpassing  even  that  in  the  British 
Museum.  In  March,  1902,  Mr.  Bishop  formally  pre¬ 
sented  the  collection  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art,  with  the  stipulation  that  it  was  to  remain  in 
its  present  home  until  a  similar  room  for  it  could 
be  prepared  in  the  museum.  He  had  greatly  desired  to 
accomplish  this  himself,  but  he  was  not  permitted  to 
carry  out  his  plans,  which,  therefore,  were  entrusted 
to  the  board  of  trustees,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  many  years.  For  many  years  he  had  been 
devoting  much  time  and  thought  in  the  preparation  of 
a  work,  which  was  to  be  not  only  an  illustrated  cata¬ 
log  of  the  collection,  but  also  a  work  of  reference  on 
all  matters  relating  to  jade.  This  was  practically  com¬ 
plete  in  the  summer  of  1902.  It  was  not  designed  for 
general  circulation,  since  only  one  hundred  copies 
were  to  be  issued,  and  they  were  to  be  presented  to 
the  principal  museums  and  art  libraries  of  Europe 
and  America. 

Heber  Reginald  Bishop  married,  in  1862,  Mary, 
the  second  daughter  of  James  Cunningham,  of  Irving¬ 
ton,  New  York.  She  accompanied  him  to  Cuba  for 
several  winters,  always  returning  to  spend  the  sum¬ 
mers  at  Irvington.  From  1870  Irvington  became  Mr. 
Bishop’s  principal  home,  but  in  1878  the  house  he 
occupied,  formerly  Mr.  Cunningham’s,  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  was  not  rebuilt.  Mrs.  Bishop’s  father 
came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  in  1822.  Children 
of  Heber  Reginald  and  Mary  (Cunningham)  Bishop  : 
1.  Mary  Cunningham.  2.  Elizabeth  Templeton,  mar¬ 
ried  James  Low  Templeton.  3.  Harriet  Arnold,  mar¬ 
ried  James  F.  D.  Lanier.  4.  Heber  Reginald,  Jr., 
married  Mabel  Sard,  of  Albany,  New  York.  5.  James 
Cunningham,  who  married  Abigail  Adams  Hancock; 
he  died  June  1,  1932  (q.  v.).  6.  Francis  Cunningham, 
married  Gertrude  Pell,  of  New  York.  7.  Edith,  mar¬ 
ried  Moses  Taylor.  8.  Ogden  Mills. 

In  the  spring  of  1902,  Mr.  Bishop  made  his  last  trip 
abroad.  He  enjoyed  his  visits  and  shooting  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  returned  to  New  York  in  October.  In  the 
November  following,  the  heart  condition  of  which  he 
had  been  conscious  a  number  of  years  became  aggra¬ 


vated,  and  after  six  weeks’  confinement  to  his  room, 
he  passed  away  December  10,  in  his  sixty-third  year. 
Mr.  Bishop  was  a  man  of  fine  appearance.  The  sub¬ 
stance  of  what  another  once  wrote  of  him  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  passing  is  most  appropriate  here :  “A 
man  still  young  in  feeling  and  appearance,  it  seems  as 
if  he  had  been  taken  prematurely  from  the  scene  of  his 
activities ;  but  such  a  nature  can  never  die,  and  in 
some  more  perfect  life  no  doubt  he  finds  opportunity 
for  the  exercise  of  all  his  powers.  He  made  many 
warm  friendships,  and  his  generosity  and  kindness 
have  left  many  to  mourn  him.” 


JAMES  CUNNINGHAM  BISHOP  — In  the 

modern  development  of  street  lighting  equipment 
which  has  meant  so  much  to  the  progress  that  our 
cities  and  towns  have  witnessed,  James  Cunningham 
Bishop,  of  Philadelphia,  had  an  important  part,  serv¬ 
ing  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Welsbach  Street 
Illuminating  Company,  a  corporation  whose  trade  re¬ 
lations  ramify  throughout  the  country.  This  concern 
has  taken  its  place  among  the  great  organizations  of  a 
public  utility  character  which  have  aided  municipal 
advance  and  added  to  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
of  the  home,  business  and  industry.  In  his  association 
with  it,  Mr.  Bishop  rendered  marked  service  to  the 
communities  the  company  serves  in  so  appreciable  a 
manner.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Quaker  City’s  pro¬ 
gressive  citizens  and  cooperated  with  people  of  like 
mind  in  maintaining  the  prestige  of  the  Pennsylvania 
metropolis. 

This  family  of  Bishop  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
United  States,  and  its  representatives  in  each  succeed¬ 
ing  generation  have  figured  importantly  in  some 
phase  of  State  or  national  life.  The  name  is  promi¬ 
nent,  particularly,  in  its  identification  with  public 
service  corporations,  railroads  and  the  like,  lighting 
companies  and  allied  organizations.  The  first  of 
record,  according  to  family  history,  in  America  was 
John  Bishop,  who  settled  in  Massachusetts,  in  1682. 
The  family  has  since  become  prolific  in  New  England 
and  the  Empire  State,  and  numerous  descendants  have 
settled  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Nathaniel  Holmes  Bishop,  grandfather  of  James 
Cunningham  Bishop,  was  of  Medford,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  married  Mary  Smith  Farrar. 

Heber  Reginald  Bishop  (q.  v.),  son  of  Nathaniel 
Holmes  and  Mary  Smith  (Farrar)  Bishop,  was  a 
banker  and  capitalist,  who  added  to  the  family  fortune 
through  the  fruits  of  his  financial  acumen.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Cunningham,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Griffith)  Cunningham,  of  Irvington-on-Hudson.  Chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mary  Cunningham.  2.  Elizabeth,  married 
James  Low  Templeton.  3.  Harriet  Arnold,  married, 
1885,  James  Frederick  Doughty  Lanier,  born  in  New 
York  City,  1858,  died  there,  1928,  former  member  of 
Winslow,  Lanier  &  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest  private  bank¬ 
ing  houses  in  the  country.  Mrs.  Lanier  was  president 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Music.  Children :  i. 
Charles,  2d,  died  in  1918.  ii.  Reginald  Bishop,  member 
banking  firm  of  Winslow,  Lanier  &  Co.  4.  Heber 
Reynolds,  Jr.,  married  Mabel  Sard.  5.  James  Cunning¬ 
ham,  of  this  review.  6.  Francis  Cunningham,  married 
Gertrude  Pell,  of  New  York.  7.  Edith,  born  in  Irving¬ 
ton-on-Hudson,  July  31,  1874;  married  Moses  Taylor, 
born  in  1871,  died  1928,  capitalist,  of  New  York  City. 
Children:  i.  Moses,  Jr.,  born  in  Babylon,  Long  Island, 
New  York,  June  8,  1897;  killed  in  France  in  World 
War,  March  24,  1918.  ii.  Reginald  B.,  born  in  Pur- 
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chase,  New  York,  September  21,  1898;  married  Cecelia 
Evans,  May  19,  1923,  at  Buffalo,  iii.  Francis,  born  in 
Purchase,  June  14,  1900;  married,  at  Paris,  France, 
October  13,  1925,  Sheila  Byrne,  iv.  Marion,  born  in 
New  York  City,  February  7,  1902;  married,  in  Mount 
Kisco,  New  York,  September  16, 1922,  Langhorne  Gib¬ 
son,  son  of  Charles  Dana  Gibson,  artist,  v.  Edith,  born 
in  Mount  Kisco,  June  6,  1903;  married,  November  28, 
1925,  Robert  D.  Huntington,  brother  of  Mrs.  Vincent 
Astor.  8.  Ogden  Mills. 

James  Cunningham  Bishop,  son  of  Heber  Reginald 
and  Mary  (Cunningham)  Bishop,  was  born  at  Irving- 
ton-on-Hudson,  May  13,  1870,  and  received  his  college 
preparatory  education  at  the  celebrated  St.  Paul’s 
School,  Concord,  New  Hampshire.  He  entered  Har¬ 
vard  University,  where  he  was  graduated  as  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  the  class  of  1891.  Direct  from  the  univer¬ 
sity  he  went  into  the  Middle  West,  where  he  spent 
several  years.  Thence  he  returned  to  New  York,  where 
he  engaged  in  business.  In  1904,  in  connection  with 
Henry  S.  Redmond  and  other  associates,  he  formed 
the  firm  of  Redmond  &  Company,  investment  bankers, 
and  was  with  this  organization  until  1914,  in  which 
year  he  retired. 

Mr.  Bishop’s  identification  with  the  lighting  indus¬ 
try  began  in  1916,  when  he  removed  to  Torresdale, 
Pennsylvania,  and  accepted  the  offices  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Cities  Illuminating  Company,  Inc.,  of 
Philadelphia.  In  1923  this  company  was  succeeded  by 
the  Welsbach  Street  Illuminating  Company,  with 
which  Mr.  Bishop  has  since  continued  in  his  official 
capacity  and  is  a  moving  spirit  in  the  expansion  of  its 
service.  During  his  connection  with  this  industry  he 
saw  it  advance  with  considerable  strides  in  brightening 
the  Nation’s  prospects  for  holding  its  place  as  the 
leading  civilized  power  of  the  world.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Rittenhouse  Club  and  the  Harvard 
Club,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Union  Club,  Racquet  and 
Tennis  Club,  Harvard  Club,  and  Army  and  Navy 
Club  of  America,  of  New  York;  and  the  Metropolitan 
Club,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Episcopal  communion,  he  was  a  generous 
friend  of  many  good  works  within  and  without  the 
pale  of  this  church. 

James  Cunningham  Bishop  married,  December  14, 
1891,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  Abigail  Adams  Hancock, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Augusta  (DeCamp)  Han¬ 
cock.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  follow : 
1.  Mary  Cunningham,  born  February  4,  1893,  married 
John  D.  Peabody,  of  New  York.  2.  Augusta  Han¬ 
cock,  born  May  20,  1895,  married  David  R.  Sigourney, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  3.  Nathalie  Holmes,  born 
March  8,  1898,  married  Charles  F.  Choate,  of  Boston. 
4.  Muriel,  born  June  9,  1901,  married  Benjamin  Rush, 
Jr.,  of  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania.  5.  Abigail,  born 
November  3,  1905,  married  Winthrop  D.  Hodges,  of 
Nahant,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  a  man  of  keen  mentality  in  finance 
and  executive  management,  of  broad  vision,  and  of 
personal  qualities  that  led  him  into  many  helpful  con¬ 
tacts.  He  contributed  in  an  important  measure  to  the 
prosperity  of  Pennsylvania.  His  death  occurred  June, 
1,  1932. 


EDWARD  RUSSELL  PATTERSON— In 

Waynesburg,  his  birthplace,  Edward  Russell  Patter¬ 
son  has  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  valuable  work, 
notably  in  the  legal  profession,  of  which  he  has  been 
for  many  years  a  member.  He  is  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  a  leading  figure  in  his  community,  and  holds 


the  high  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen  in  all 
walks  of  life. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  born  on  December  11,  1890,  in 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Jesse  E.  and  Dora 
(Johnson)  Patterson.  His  father,  born  February  2, 
1861,  in  Whiteley  Township,  Greene  County,  was  a 
politician  and  a  public  leader,  having  for  several 
years  been  poor  director  of  Greene  County.  He  is 
now  living  retired  (1931).  The  mother,  born  in 
Spring  Hill  Township,  Greene  County,  this  State,  is 
also  living.  They  had  four  children. 

Edward  Russell  Patterson  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  later  at¬ 
tended  Waynesburg  College,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1912  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He 
then  read  law  with  the  late  Charles  H.  King,  and 
in  February,  1916,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since 
then  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  his  profes¬ 
sional  practice,  serving  since  1925  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  Before  that  year  he  was  justice  of  the  peace 
in  East  Waynesburg  for  twelve  years. 

A  staunch  Democrat,  Mr.  Patterson  has  regularly 
supported  his  party’s  policies  and  principles ;  and  his 
interests  in  civic  life  have  been  such  as  to  make  him 
a  public-spirited  and  useful  citizen.  While  a  student, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Phi  Sigma  fraternity,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  leading  worker.  His  reli¬ 
gious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Greene  County  Bar  Association  is  another  group 
that  finds  in  him  an  enthusiastic  and  valuable  worker 
for  the  general  good,  and  all  his  organization  affilia¬ 
tions  have,  indeed,  marked  him  a  citizen  eager  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  well-being  of  his  fellows.  In  leisure  time, 
he  enjoys  music  as  a  hobby,  and  not  only  has  he  been 
a  consistent  student  of  musical  art,  but  he  is  himself 
an  accomplished  cellist. 

Edward  Russell  Patterson  married,  on  June  27, 
1917,  Mattie  McPherson,  of  Waxahachie,  Texas, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  S.  A.  and  Adaline  (Brewer) 
McPherson,  the  former  a  Presbyterian  minister.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  born  two  children:  1. 
Joaquain,  on  April  16,  1921.  2.  Patricia,  on  August 
23,  1924. 


FRANK  EARLE  NYSWANER— A  teacher  of 
long  service  and  high  standing  in  the  educational  cir¬ 
cles  of  Pennsylvania,  Frank  Earle  Nyswaner  has 
been  elevated,  in  recent  years,  to  administrative  office. 
A  lifelong  student,  a  teaching  experience  extending 
over  all  his  mature  years,  and  a  natural  ability  which 
was  the  cause  of  his  adopting  his  profession,  have  not 
only  won  him  recognition  among  his  colleagues  but 
has  brought  him  success  in  the  direction  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  school  system, 
of  which,  in  1928,  he  was  made  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent. 

He  is  a  native  of  Clarksville,  Pennsylvania,  born 
June  1,  1884,  son  of  Isaac  and  Abbie  (Simmons) 
Nyswaner.  The  public  schools  of  the  district  pro¬ 
vided  him  with  the  preliminaries  of  his  education, 
which  was  continued  for  three  years  in  Waynesburg 
College.  He  began  his  career  as  a  teacher  in  Greene 
County,  where  he  taught  in  various  schools  over  a 
period  of  five  years.  During  the  meantime  he  had 
been  increasing  the  store  of  his  knowledge,  and  round¬ 
ing  out  the  technique  of  his  profession  by  further 
collegiate  studies.  In  1913  he  was  graduated  from 
California  State  Teachers  College,  and  continued 
teaching,  this  time  in  Washington  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  was  to  remain  for  seventeen  years. 
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Of  these  years,  ten  were  spent  as  a  teacher  of  graded 
schools,  two  as  principal,  and  as  superintendent  for 
the  last  five  years.  A  quiet  man,  not  given  to  self¬ 
advertising,  his  advancement  came  solely  as  the  result 
of  efficiency  and  skill.  His  skill  in  the  class  room  was 
quickly  recognized,  but  his  ability  as  an  administrator 
was  less  readily  noted.  His  two  years  of  principal- 
ship,  however,  was  ample  to  make  clear  that  he  would 
go  far  in  the  larger  field.  It  was  his  success  in 
Washington  County,  which  led  to  his  call  to  the 
assistant  superintendency  of  the  Greene  County  school 
system,  where  he  has  been  engaged  since  1928. 

His  devotion  to  his  profession  and  his  home  has 
left  but  little  time  for  much  of  club,  fraternity  or 
similar  activities.  These  may,  in  fact,  be  said  to  have 
been  confined  to  three  organizations.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  of  the  Masonic 
Order  and  the  Grange.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  Lodge  No.  237  at  Belleville,  Pennsylvania, 
Bloomsburg  Consistory,  and  Syria  Shrine,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
a  member  also  of  Pomona  Grange  and  Demston 
Grange.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  been  no 
seeker  of  office. 

In  1909,  Frank  Earle  Nyswaner  married  Grace 
Eleanor  Buckingham,  of  Clarksville,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  W.  K.  and  Emma  (Gayman)  Bucking¬ 
ham.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nyswaner  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Geraldine,  born  June  15,  1916.  2.  Thelma, 
born  April  18,  1920. 


PAUL  RICH  STEWART,  Sc.  D.,  B.  A.,  M.  A. 

— Extensively  engaged  in  educational  work  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Paul  Rich  Stewart,  Sc.  D.,  is  president  of 
Waynesburg  College,  at  Waynesburg,  Greene  County, 
where  he  was  formerly  a  professor  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  rounding  out  his  first  decade  as  the  insti¬ 
tution’s  chief  executive  officer,  he  is  going  ahead  with 
plans  for  its  advancement  and  betterment. 

Dr.  Stewart  was  born  at  Spraggs,  this  State,  on 
March  16,  1887,  son  of  Ezra  De  Garmo  and  Lana 
Margaret  (Waychoff)  Stewart.  His  father,  who  was 
also  engaged  in  educational  work,  was  born  on  June 
9,  1857,  near  Kuhntown,  Pennsylvania;  and,  after 
he  had  been  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools,  he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  public 
school  system  of  Greene  County.  From  1903  to 
1928,  he  was  professor  of  mathematics  at  Waynesburg 
College,  in  Waynesburg,  so  continuing  until  his  death, 
in  June,  1928.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Lana  M.  (Waychoff) 
Stewart,  was  born  in  Carmichaels,  Pennsylvania, 
August  5,  1862. 

His  preliminary  education  Paul  Rich  Stewart,  of 
this  review,  received  at  Waynesburg  College  Acad¬ 
emy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1905;  and  later 
he  attended  Waynesburg  College,  where  he  took  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1909  and  his  Master  of 
Arts  degree  a  year  later.  Later  he  also  received  a 
Master  of  Arts  degree  from  Columbia  University. 
That  was  in  1916.  Then,  in  1924,  Waynesburg  Col¬ 
lege  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Science. 

At  Waynesburg  College,  Dr.  Stewart  became,  in 
1910,  professor  of  chemistry  and  geology,  so  serving 
thereafter  until  July  1,  1921,  when  he  was  made  act¬ 
ing  president,  becoming  president  on  January  1,  1923. 
Since  that  time  he  has  served  faithfully  and  effec¬ 
tively  in  this  office,  and  under  his  direction  the  col¬ 
lege  has  in  many  ways  gained  over  its  previous 
record.  The  total  enrollment  here  in  1931  was  347, 
and  the  courses  offered  cover  a  wide  range  of  sub¬ 


ject  matter  and  aim  to  fit  students  for  careers  of 
varying  purpose.  Three  candidates  were  graduated  in 
1852,  since  which  year  the  institution  has  grown  to 
its  present  size  and  standing.  Waynesburg  was,  in¬ 
cidentally,  the  first  college  in  Pennsylvania  to  give 
degrees  to  women  and  men  on  an  equal  basis.  In 
the  annual  catalogue  of  Waynesburg  College,  Dr. 
Stewart  thus  states  the  purpose  of  the  institution : 
“All  schools  aim  at  the  acquisition  of  knowledge; 
most  schools  add  the  training  of  consciousness ;  some 
schools  further  add  the  formation  of  character;  to 
all  these  Waynesburg  College  adds  a  fourth  which 
in  the  normally  constituted  student  guides  to  the  other 
three — the  early  development  of  an  individual  Chris¬ 
tian  purpose  in  life.” 

Greene  County,  in  which  Waynesburg  College  is 
located,  was  officially  named  in  1796  in  honor  of 
General  Nathanael  Greene,  one  of  General  Washing¬ 
ton’s  favorite  commanders.  Waynesburg,  the  county 
seat,  was  also  named  after  a  hero  of  the  Revolution, 
General  “Mad  Anthony”  Wayne.  In  this  way  Waynes¬ 
burg  College  secured  its  name.  This  institution,  how¬ 
ever,  was  the  outgrowth  of  Greene  Academy,  at  Car¬ 
michaels.  In  1810,  Hon.  Hugh  Barclay,  of  Greene 
County,  then  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla¬ 
ture,  procured  a  charter  for  this  academy.  He  also 
secured  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  to  aid  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  building.  The  purpose  of  Greene 
Academy  was  to  provide  a  school  for  students  of 
limited  means,  especially  those  planning  to  enter  the 
Christian  ministry.  Greene  Academy  was  also  par¬ 
tially  endowed  by  surrounding  citizenry  and  was  oc¬ 
casionally  granted  other  state  appropriations,  although 
later  these  permanent  moneys  were  by  order  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  turned  over 
to  the  School  Board  of  Carmichaels  Borough,  thus 
making  the  institution  an  entirely  private  venture. 
While  not  organically  under  the  control  of  any 
church,  nevertheless,  it  was  always  considered  essen¬ 
tially  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian  institution. 

In  1849  the  proposition  was  broached  to  establish  a 
college  within  the  confines  of  the  Cumberland  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  Propo¬ 
sals  were  sought  and  responses  were  received  from 
both  Waynesburg  and  Carmichaels.  It  having  been 
adjudged  that  Waynesburg  had  made  the  better  prop¬ 
osition,  it  was  adopted  as  the  seat  of  the  proposed 
institution.  In  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Joshua  Laugh- 
ran  was  induced  to  leave  Greene  Academy  and  open 
a  high  grade  school  in  Waynesburg,  which  was  held 
first,  September,  1849,  in  the  old  Hayes  Building  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Washington  streets,  and  later 
in  the  old  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  On 
March  25,  1850,  a  liberal  charter  was  secured  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  autumn  of  that 
year  the  college  building,  now  known  as  Hanna  Hall, 
was  begun  and  completed  in  the  spring  of  1851.  In 
the  fall  of  1850,  Miss  Margaret  K.  Bell  was  employed 
to  take  charge  of  a  school  for  girls.  At  the  close  of 
1852  the  first  class  of  girls  was  graduated  from  Miss 
Bell’s  school ;  in  1853  the  second  class  of  girls  and 
the  first  class  of  boys  from  the  college  graduated,  the 
first  commencement  being  held  September  28,  1853, 
in  the  Waynesburg  College  proper.  Rev.  Mr.  Laugh- 
ran  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Wethee,  and  in  1859 
Dr.  A.  B.  Miller  was  called  to  the  presidency.  It  is 
due  him  that  he  be  called  the  “Father  of  Waynes¬ 
burg  College,”  as  it  was  through  his  untiring  devotion 
and  perseverance  that  it  gained  a  place  among  the 
institutions  of  higher  learning.  It  was  entirely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  present  Administration 
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Building  was  initiated  and  completed.  Dr.  Miller 
served  as  president  for  forty  years,  relinquishing  his 
duties  in  1899  because  of  advanced  years  and  ill 
health.  Following  Dr.  Miller’s  administration  Dr. 
J.  W.  McKay  served  for  one  year  as  acting  president. 
He  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Turner,  Dr. 
A.  F.  Lewis,  Acting  President  J.  F.  Bucher,  Dr. 
William  M.  Hudson,  Acting  President  H.  D.  Patton, 
Dr.  E.  F.  Baker,  Dr.  H.  P.  Houghton  and  Dr.  J.  W. 
McKay.  When  at  the  end  of  a  three-year  term  Dr. 
McKay  was  forced  to  resign  because  of  ill  health,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Paul  R.  Stewart  succeeded  him,  in  1921,  first 
as  acting  president  and  two  years  later  as  president. 
During  the  present  administration  the  Liberal  Arts 
Department  of  the  college  has  increased  its  attendance 
over  three  hundred  per  cent.  Its  scholarship  is  being 
recognized  by  the  larger  institutions,  while  its  new 
School  of  Education  has  been  approved  by  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Department  of  Public  Instruction  as  allow¬ 
ing  the  student  to  teach  at  the  end  of  the  sophomore 
year  on  a  standard  certificate.  The  general  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  college  is  vested  in  a  board  of  twenty- 
seven  trustees,  of  which  body  the  president  of  the 
faculty  is  ex  officio  a  member.  This  board  reports 
annually  to  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  The  endowment  fund  is  in  charge  of 
a  committee  of  the  board  consisting  of  five  members. 
The  legal  title  of  the  corporation  is  the  Waynesburg 
College.  The  direct  management  of  the  institution  is 
vested  in  the  faculty. 

Along  with  his  educative  work,  Dr.  Stewart  is 
active  in  a  number  of  organizations.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Sciences.  His 
political  views  are  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Through  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
order  he  is  a  member,  he  takes  a  large  part  in  fra¬ 
ternal  affairs,  and  his  interests,  though  necessarily 
centering  about  education,  are  broad  and  universal. 

Dr.  Paul  Rich  Stewart  married,  on  August  24,  1910, 
Dessie  Knight  Rush,  of  Spraggs,  Pennsylvania.  The 
children  by  this  marriage  have  been :  1.  Ruth  Har¬ 
riet,  born  January  17,  1913.  2.  Walter  Alan,  born 

May  19,  1921. 


KENT  KELLEY — As  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Greene  County,  Kent  Kelley  has  substantially  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  well-being  of  this  region  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  had  a  wide 
experience  in  educative  work.  His  background  of 
teaching  and  school  administration  has  given  him  a 
deep  understanding  of  the  intricate  problems  of 
schools  and  school  systems,  especially  in  the  rural 
districts. 

Mr.  Kelley  was  born  at  Davistown,  Greene  County, 
this  State,  on  December  17,  1878,  son  of  Elam  and 
Miriam  (Brewer)  Kelley  and  member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County,  West  Virginia,  on  August  5,  1856,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation;  he  died  in  1929.  The  mother 
was  born  at  Davistown,  Greene  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  and  she  is  still  living  at  the  time  of  writing. 
They  had  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  living  and 
one  is  Kent  Kelley,  whose  name  heads  this  review. 
All  of  these  four  children  have  been  teachers  and 
have  shown  an  intense  interest  in  educational  matters, 
so  carrying  on  an  old  family  tradition.  For  Abel  H. 
Kelley,  paternal  grandfather  of  Kent  Kelley,  was  one 
of  the  old-time  subscription  school  teachers  in  his 
day.  He  was  buried  on  Kelley  Mountain,  which  was 
named  after  him,  in  Randolph  County,  West  Virginia. 


Kent  Kelley,  of  this  review,  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Davistown  School,  in  Dunkard  Town¬ 
ship,  and  later  attended  Summer  Normal  School  at 
both  Davistown  and  Waynesburg,  as  well  as  Waynes¬ 
burg  College.  Going  into  school  work,  he  taught  for 
a  year  in  West  Virginia,  having  had  a  school  in  the 
mountains ;  and  he  then  taught  for  five  terms  at 
the  Keener  School,  in  Dunkard  Township,  Greene 
County,  and  for  one  term  at  the  Glade  Run  School, 
in  the  same  township.  There  followed  a  term  at  the 
Taylortown  School,  also  in  Dunkard  Township,  and 
three  years  of  teaching  at  Greensboro,  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  public  schools.  Then  Mr.  Kelley  spent  four 
years  in  teaching  at  Rice’s  Landing,  Greene  County, 
and  three  summer  sessions  at  the  Waynesburg  College 
Summer  Normal  School.  On  July  1,  1915,  he  was 
appointed  assistant  county  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Greene  County,  working  in  that  capacity 
thereafter  under  H.  D.  Freeland,  then  the  superin¬ 
tendent,  until  Mr.  Freeland’s  resignation.  Mr.  Kelley 
was  thereupon  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  at 
the  next  election,  was  duly  elected  to  the  office  of 
superintendent,  which  he  has  held  since  that  time. 

His  work  as  head  of  the  school  system  of  Greene 
County  has,  needless  to  say,  been  replete  with  ad¬ 
vantages  to  the  people  of  this  region,  but  he  has  by 
no  means  confined  his  activities  to  this  one  field. 
Keenly  interested  in  public  policies  and  political  af¬ 
fairs,  he  is,  in  his  party  alignment,  a  staunch  Demo¬ 
crat  and  a  supporter  of  his  party’s  principles  and 
measures.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school.  In  1926  he  was  made  president 
of  the  Greene  County  Sabbath  School  Association,  a 
position  that  he  still  holds ;  and  he  also  is  president 
of  the  Washington-Greene  County  School  Men’s  Club. 

Fraternal  groups,  too,  have  claimed  his  interest, 
and  his  participation  in  the  work  of  the  Waynesburg 
Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  has 
been  most  useful.  In  all  his  activities  and  affiliations, 
Mr.  Kelley  has  consistently  proven  his  strong  public 
spirit  and  his  talent  for  helping  in  an  important  way 
in  promoting  the  civic  and  social  well-being  of  his 
fellowmen  and  their  community  and  institutions. 

Kent  Kelley  married,  on  June  24,  1902,  Luella 
Griffin,  of  Dilliner,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Al- 
pheus  D.  Griffin  and  Delia  (Davis)  Griffin.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  six  children:  1.  Bernice,  born 
June  27,  1903,  who  was  graduated  from  Waynesburg 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Edu¬ 
cation,  became  the  wife  of  James  Johnston,  of  Nine¬ 
veh,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Sheldon,  who  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  27,  1905,  and  was  graduated  from  Waynesburg 
College  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  is  now  a 
teacher  of  science  at  the  Washington  High  School, 
Washington,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Robert  V.,  born  De¬ 
cember  18,  1906,  now  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Corps  of 
the  United  States  Army,  serving  in  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone.  4.  Roy  C.,  born  April  23,  1910,  attending 
Pennsylvania  State  College.  5>  Ruth  A.,  born  on 
March  17,  1912,  now  at  Waynesburg  College.  6. 
Kent  D.,  born  June  2,  1914,  a  student  at  Waynesburg 
High  School. 


CAPTAIN  WALTER  CURRY  MONT¬ 
GOMERY — His  native  city,  Waynesburg  has  been 
the  scene  of  Captain  Montgomery’s  successful  profes¬ 
sional  activities  as  a  lawyer  for  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  and  ever  since  his  admission  to  the  bar.  He 
ranks  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Greene  County 
and  as  one  of  its  most  representative  and  most  public- 
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spirited  citizens.  Having  joined  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard  in  his  youth,  he  served  with  it  for 
many  years  and  with  it  went  into  the  Federal  service 
during  the  World  War  as  a  captain.  Thus  he  has 
given  proof  of  his  patriotism  both  in  times  of  peace 
and  of  war,  and  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
everywhere  by  his  fellow-citizens  and  friends  is  fully 
merited. 

Captain  Walter  Curry  Montgomery,  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  w*as  born  at  Waynesburg, 
Greene  County,  September  5,  1879,  a  son  of  Thomas 
Hoge  Montgomery,  a  grandson  of  Hugh  Mont¬ 
gomery,  and  a  great-grandson  of  Michael  Mont¬ 
gomery,  founder  of  the  Greene  County  family  who 
settled  on  the  Morgan  Township  homestead  in  1805. 
The  public  schools  furnished  him  with  his  college 
preparation  and,  entering  Waynesburg  College,  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  the  class  of  1903.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of 
law  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Laws  in  1906.  Being  admitted  to  the  Greene 
County  bar  in  the  same  year,  he  began  the  practice 
of  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Crago. 
In  1908  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  Mr. 
Crago  under  the  title  of  Crago  &  Montgomery,  an 
association  that  continued  until  Mr.  Crago’s  death 
on  September  12,  1925.  Since  then  Captain  Mont¬ 
gomery  has  practiced  alone  and  under  his  own  name, 
with  offices  in  the  Commercial  Building  at  Waynes¬ 
burg.  Mr.  Montgomery  has  been  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  all  State  and  United  States  courts,  including 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  to  practice  in 
which  he  was  admitted  on  October  14,  1931.  He  has 
developed  a  lucrative  practice  along  general  lines 
while  coming  into  worthy  standing  in  his  profession. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  is  vice-president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Waynesburg  College,  and  has  taken  the  part  in 
community  affairs  of  a  public-spirited  citizen.  He  is 
a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Carmichaels. 
In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Waynesburg  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  president  in  1932,  and  a  member  of 
the  Greene  County  Country  Club.  His  religious  af¬ 
filiations  are  with  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
is  trustee  and  deacon.  He  holds  the  thirty-second 
degree  in  the  Masonic  Order,  being  a  Past  Master 
of  Waynesburg  Lodge,  No.  153,  and  also  affiliating 
with  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  past  exalted 
ruler  of  Waynesburg  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks,  and  past  chancellor  commander 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion.  Golf  is  his  chief  recreation. 

In  1901  Mr.  Montgomery  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
10th  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
rose  through  all  the  non-commissioned  and  com¬ 
missioned  grades  to  a  captaincy,  serving  on  the  Mex¬ 
ican  border  for  three  months  in  1916.  In  1917,  when 
the  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  Federal  Army  for 
service  in  the  World  War,  Captain  Montgomery 
retained  his  commission,  his  company  becoming  a 
unit  of  the  noth  Infantry  Regiment.  After  reaching 
France,  Captain  Montgomery  was  transferred  to  the 
general  staff  of  the  2d  Army  Corps,  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces,  where  he  continued  as  assistant 
G-3  until  February,  1919,  when  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  and  after  his  honorable  discharge 
resumed  his  legal  practice. 

Mr.  Montgomery  married,  June  25,  1908,  Grace 
Sayers,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Jane  (Fordyce) 


Sayers,  of  Waynesburg,  a  graduate  of  Waynesburg 
College,  class  of  1903.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Virginia  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1932  at  Goucher  College,  Baltimore,  Maryland.  2. 
Thomas  Fordyce,  a  member  of  the  class  of  1933  at 
Waynesburg  College.  3.  Walter  Curry.  4.  Hugh 
Garard.  The  town  home  of  the  family  is  at  No. 
56  South  Cumberland  Street,  Waynesburg. 


WILLIAM  EDWARD  CLAYTON— An  active 
figure  in  the  life  of  Evans  City,  for  many  years, 
William  Edward  Clayton  was  the  owner  of  impor¬ 
tant  oil  producing  land  in  this  section  and  until  the 
time  of  his  death  devoted  himself  to  his  oil  interests. 
He  was  a  citizen  of  fine  public  spirit  wffiose  life  was 
of  benefit  to  those  about  him. 

Born  near  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  on  May  22, 
1864,  William  Edward  Clayton  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  the  earlier  period  of  his  life 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  a  farm 
situated  in  this  vicinity.  With  the  beginning  of  the 
oil  development  in  the  county,  a  number  of  wells 
were  located  upon  his  farm,  and  from  that  time  until 
his  death  he  devoted  himself  to  the  supervision  of 
his  oil  interests,  which  he  turned  to  profitable  ac¬ 
count.  Subsequently  he  also  had  charge  of  the  North 
Pittsburgh  Real  Estate  Company’s  holdings  at  Evans 
City,  proving  himself  a  capable  business  man,  whose 
judgment  was  sound  and  whose  executive  ability  wras 
fully  equal  to  the  demands  upon  it.  After  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death,  Mrs.  Clayton  disposed  of  all  his  inter¬ 
ests  with  the  exception  of  the  oil  producing  prop¬ 
erty  which  she  retains.  She  has  continued  her  resi¬ 
dence  at  Evans  City. 

Mr.  Clayton  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  al¬ 
though  never  desiring  to  hold  public  office,  he  was 
very  active  in  all  city  improvements,  lending  his  sup¬ 
port  and  influence  to  the  furtherance  of  w’orthy 
causes.  He  was  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  in  religious  faith 
was  a  Presbyterian.  Although  always  a  quiet  man, 
reserved  and  modest,  he  made  many  friends  and 
enjoyed  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact. 

Mr.  Clayton  was  married  twice.  Of  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  three  children  were  born:  1.  Robert  R.  2. 
Lester.  3.  Arthur  B.  He  married,  second,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1901,  at  Evans  City,  Pennsylvania,  Mary 
A.  Boggs,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Jane  (Mc- 
Candles)  Boggs,  who  survives  him.  Her  father,  who 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  became  the  owner  of  the 
largest  mercantile  business  of  Evans  City. 

On  August  22,  1923,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  were 
driving  to  Pittsburgh  in  their  car,  they  approached 
a  grade  crossing  at  Marrs,  Pennsylvania.  An  unseen 
express  train  bore  down  upon  them.  The  car  was 
struck  and  demolished  and  Mr.  Clayton  was  instantly 
killed.  His  wife  was  severely  injured  and  it  was  sev¬ 
eral  months  before  she  could  be  up  and  about  again. 
Word  of  the  tragic  accident  was  received  with  great 
sorrow  by  the  people  of  Evans  City  and  Mr.  Clay¬ 
ton’s  death  came  as  a  severe  shock  to  those  who  had 
known  him  through  many  years.  He  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  an  able,  honorable  and  upright  man,  whose 
integrity  was  beyond  question  and  whose  name  stands 
as  a  symbol  for  the  heritage  of  honor  which  was  his 
most  precious  legacy  to  those  who  survive. 


MYRON  E.  WYATT — A  native  and  lifelong  res¬ 
ident  of  Crawford  County,  the  late  Myron  E.  Wyatt 
was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  section  of 
western  Pennsylvania.  Engaged  successively  in  farm- 
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ing,  in  the  farm  implement  business  and  in  the  auto¬ 
mobile  business,  he  was  singularly  successful  in 
these  several  spheres  of  human  endeavor.  His  suc¬ 
cess  was  based  on  industry,  integrity  and  energy, 
qualities  which  gained  for  him  a  position  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  his  community.  His  pleasing  personality  and 
his  many  fine  qualities  of  the  mind  made  it  easy  for 
him  to  win  friends  and  just  as  easy  to  hold  them. 
Though  his  life  was  lived  quietly,  it  was  one  of  con¬ 
tinuous  activity  and  of  many  contributions  to  the 
advancement  of  civic  progress. 

Myron  E.  Wyatt  was  born  at  Wyatt  Corners,  near 
Linesville,  Crawford  County,  December  5,  1870,  a 
son  of  John  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Ballard)  Wyatt.  His 
father  was  a  prominent  thresherman  of  Crawford 
County  and,  a  very  progressive  man,  he  had  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  one  of  the  first  farmers  to  operate 
a  grain  threshing  machine  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
He  operated  this  machine  also  at  the  Centennial 
Exposition  in  Philadelphia,  in  1876,  for  the  Westing- 
house  Threshing  Machinery  Company,  whose  ma¬ 
chinery  he  sold  for  many  years.  Mr.  Wyatt  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
region  and  early  in  life  engaged  in  farming  and  in 
the  selling  of  farm  implements  at  Linesville,  Craw¬ 
ford  County.  He  continued  with  these  activities  until 
1913,  when  he  disposed  of  his  farm  and  its  equipment, 
as  well  as  of  the  farm  implement  business.  At  that 
time  he  came  to  Meadville,  Crawford  County,  and 
took  over  the  local  Chevrolet  agency.  He  bought  the 
building  occupied  by  this  business,  as  well  as  several 
other  pieces  of  real  estate  at  Meadville.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  the  Chevrolet  agency  with  out¬ 
standing  success  until  his  death,  since  when  his  only 
son,  John  Schuyler  Wyatt,  has  continued  to  carry 
on  the  business,  with  which  he  had  been  identified 
as  his  father’s  partner  for  several  years  prior  to  the 
latter’s  death.  Mr.  Wyatt  was  a  man  of  untiring 
energy  and  great  business  ability  and  shortly  after 
he  had  taken  over  the  Chevrolet  agency  at  Mead¬ 
ville  he  was  selling  more  cars  in  that  price  range 
than  any  other  agency  in  western  Pennsylvania.  For 
a  short  time  he  had  a  Mr.  Thomas  as  a  partner,  but 
soon  bought  out  his  partner’s  interest  and  from  then 
on  conducted  the  business  with  the  assistance  of  his 
son.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  and  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  to  which  latter  organization  he  be¬ 
longed  for  thirty  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  for  forty-five 
years.  In  politics  he  was  an  independent,  while  his 
religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  more  particularly  with  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Meadville. 

Mr.  Wyatt  married  at  Meadville,  June  25,  1892, 
Margaret  E.  Vickers,  a  daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Sarah  (McMichael)  Vickers.  Mrs.  Wyatt’s  family 
is  of  English  origin,  but  has  lived  in  Pennsylvania 
for  several  generations.  Her  father  was  a  well- 
known  contractor  and  builder  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  during  which  he  served  as  a  private  in 
the  61  st  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Union 
Army,  from  October  31,  1861,  until  May  28,  1862. 
He  contracted  fever  while  in  active  service,  a  fact 
which  prevented  him  from  reenlisting.  He  died  in 
1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyatt  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  John  Schuyler,  now  the  successor  of  his 
father  as  the  owner  of  the  Meadville  Chevrolet 
Agency.  2.  Loraine,  now  Mrs.  Warren  Smith  of 
Meadville.  3.  Grace  L.,  now  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Schuler 
of  Warren.  4.  Evelyn  M.,  now  Mrs.  C.  J.  Dickie, 
Jr.,  of  Harrisburg.  Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs. 


Wyatt  has  continued  to  make  her  home  at  Meadville, 
her  residence  being  located  at  No.  779  Cottage  Street. 

At  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
Myron  E.  Wyatt  died  suddenly  on  October  13,  1930. 
His  death  was  the  result  of  injuries  suffered  in  an 
automobile  accident  while  he  was  touring  with  Mrs. 
Wyatt  from  Chicago,  through  Arkansas,  Tennessee, 
and  Kentucky.  At  Marion,  Arkansas,  the  automobile 
overturned  as  the  result  of  road  conditions  and  Mr. 
Wyatt  was  so  severely  injured  that  he  died  on  the 
following  day.  Mrs.  Wyatt,  too,  suffered  severe 
injuries,  but  fortunately  recovered.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Mr.  Wyatt  was  survived  by  his  widow  and  his 
children,  also  by  three  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv¬ 
ices  for  Mr.  Wyatt  were  held  at  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Meadville  and  were  attended  by 
large  numbers  of  his  friends,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
at  Linesville. 

Mr.  Wyatt’s  sudden  death  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  sixty  years  caused  widespread  regret 
in  Meadville  and  throughout  Crawford  County.  In 
him  his  family  lost  a  loving  and  devoted  husband 
and  father,  his  friends  a  loyal  and  genial  com¬ 
panion,  and  his  community  a  useful  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished 
by  all  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his  friendship 
or  acquaintance  and  most  so  by  those  who  knew 
him  best. 


WILLIAM  H.  NEWMEYER— Though  not  a 
native  of  DuBois,  Clearfield  County,  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Newmeyer  spent  such  a  large  part  of  his 
life  in  this  town  that  he  was  considered  practically 
as  one  of  its  native  sons.  He  was  deeply  attached 
to  it  and  showed  his  devotion  to  it  in  many  ways. 
For  some  time  prior  to  his  death  he  held  a  respon¬ 
sible  position  in  the  city  administration,  which  he 
filled  with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency  and  con¬ 
scientiousness.  He  was  a  very  popular  public  official. 
However,  his  popularity  was  by  no  means  restricted 
to  those  who  came  into  contact  with  him  in  his  official 
capacity,  but  extended  throughout  the  community. 

William  H.  Newmeyer  was  born  at  Pittsburgh, 
February  16,  1886,  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Newmeyer.  His  father  is  a  barrel  manufacturer  at 
DuBois,  Clearfield  County,  in  which  town  his  par¬ 
ents  reside  on  State  Street.  Mr.  Newmeyer  came  to 
DuBois  early  in  his  life  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  He  was  long 
interested  in  civic  affairs  and  active  in  public  life  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  held  the  position  of  chief 
clerk  to  the  city  treasurer  and  of  assistant  city 
treasurer  of  DuBois.  In  these  capacities  he  rendered 
important  services  to  the  community,  proving  himself 
a  very  capable  and  painstaking  public  official.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with 
the  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Newmeyer  married  at  DuBois,  March  3,  1909, 
Bess  Slaugenhoupt,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  A.  and 
Annie  M.  Slaugenhoupt.  Mrs.  Newmeyer’s  father 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  business  and  civic 
leader  in  DuBois  and  at  one  time  served  as  city 
treasurer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newmeyer  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  daughters:  Betty  C.,  Billie  Jane  and 
Jakie  Jean  Newmeyer.  The  family  home,  in  which 
Mrs.  Newmeyer  and  her  daughters  have  continued 
to  reside  since  Mr.  Newmeyer’s  death,  is  located 
at  No.  435E2  First  Street,  DuBois. 

At  the  Maple  Avenue  Hospital  in  DuBois,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Newmeyer  died  after  a  comparatively  brief 
illness  on  April  6,  1929.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
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he  was  survived  by  his  widow  and  his  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  also  by  his  parents  and  by  one  brother  and  two 
sisters:  F.  L.  Newmeyer,  a  resident  of  DuBois;  Miss 
Mary  Newmeyer,  a  resident  of  Pittsburgh;  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Chestnutt,  a  resident  of  Kittanning. 

Mr.  Newmeyer’s  sudden  and  untimely  death  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-three  years  came  as  a  distinct 
shock  to  his  family,  his  many  friends  and,  indeed, 
the  entire  community.  His  passing  away  represented 
an  irreparable  loss  and  was  deeply  regretted.  His 
pleasing  personality  had  made  it  easy  for  him  to  make 
friends  and  his  loyalty  and  his  many  other  fine  qual¬ 
ities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart  made  it  just  as  easy 
for  him  to  hold  these  friendships.  His  memory  will 
long  be  cherished  by  all  who  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  his  acquaintance  or  friendship  and  most  so  by 
those  who  knew  him  best. 


HENRY  WARD  ZIMMER— A  native  of  Cam¬ 
eron  County,  Mr.  Zimmer  has  been  identified  through¬ 
out  his  entire  career  with  the  industrial  life  of  his 
native  county  and  the  adjoining  county,  Elk  County. 
The  greater  part  of  his  career  was  spent  with  the 
Hygrade  Sylvania  Corporation,  with  which  he  has 
served  in  several  important  and  responsible  positions. 
Since  February,  1931,  he  has  been  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  St.  Marys  plant  of  this  company.  Mr. 
Zimmer  is  regarded  as  an  exceptionally  able  and 
efficient  executive  and  production  manager.  He  was 
also  interested  himself  in  civic  affairs  and  has  held 
several  minor  public  offices  in  the  county. 

Henry  Ward  Zimmer  was  born  at  Emporium, 
Cameron  County,  June  20,  1897,  a  son  of  Fred  K. 
and  Cora  (Sequrest)  Zimmer,  both  natives  of  Cam¬ 
eron  County.  His  father  is  a  farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  K.  Zimmer  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
two  others  having  died  in  infancy:  1.  Carl  R.,  a 
resident  of  Owensboro,  Kentucky.  2.  Edna  N.,  a 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Erie.  3.  Henry  Ward,  of 
whom  further.  4.  Mildred  R.,  a  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  Pittsburgh.  5.  Doris,  wife  of  Robert  L.  Henderson 
of  New  Castle.  Mr.  Zimmer  was  educated  in  the 
public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Emporium  and 
then  attended  a  business  college  at  Olean,  New 
York.  After  leaving  business  college  he  became 
connected  with  the  Aetna  Explosive  Works  at  Em¬ 
porium,  with  which  he  remained  for  four  years. 
Next  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hygrade  Sylvania 
Corporation  with  which  he  is  still  connected.  At  first 
he  served  for  five  years  as  purchasing  agent  and 
then  became  the  general  manager  of  the  production 
department  of  the  Sylvania  tube  plant,  now  the 
Hygrade  Sylvania  Corporation.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  with  great  success  until  February,  1931, 
when  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the  corporation’s 
plant  at  St.  Marys,  Elk  County.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order.  Mr.  Zimmer  is  a  member 
of  the  Emporium  Town  Council  and  is  actively 
connected  with  the  Boy  Scout  movement  in  McKean, 
Potter  and  Cameron  Council  of  Boy  Scouts. 

Mr.  Zimmer  married,  August  28,  1924,  Ethel 
Dandois,  of  St.  Marys.  They  have  no  children.  Their 
residence  is  located  on  No.  126  West  Sixth  Street, 
Emporium,  Pennsylvania. 


CADMUS  ZACCHEUS  GORDON— One  of  the 

most  brilliant  lawyers  of  Jefferson  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Cadmus  Zaccheus  Gordon  occupied  a  place  of 
distinguished  prominence  in  the  life  of  this  section 
for  many  years.  He  came  of  a  well-known  fam¬ 
ily.  His  father  was  at  one  time  chief  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  had  the  son 


cared  to  seek  his  own  career  in  one  of  the  larger 
metropolitan  centers  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  would 
have  achieved  wide  fame  in  his  profession.  He  pre¬ 
ferred,  however,  always  to  remain  a  resident  of  his 
native  Brookville.  As  it  was,  his  reputation  spread 
to  many  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  all  who 
knew  him  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem. 

Born  at  Brookville,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  8, 
1856,  Mr.  Gordon  was  a  son  of  Isaac  G.  and  Mary 
Caroline  (Jenks)  Gordon,  the  only  son  in  a  family 
of  four  children.  His  father,  who  was  born  at  Lewis- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  also  achieved  eminence  in  the 
legal  profession.  In  18 66  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  Jefferson-Clarion  District,  and  in  1873  was  elected 
a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
1887  he  became  chief  justice,  which  office  he  held 
for  the  balance  of  his  term.  Mary  Caroline  (Jenks) 
Gordon,  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Mary 
Barclay  Jenks  of  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania.  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  place  and 
the  progenitor  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  fam¬ 
ilies  of  Pennsylvania. 

Cadmus  Zaccheus  Gordon  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Brookville  and  at 
Corsica  Academy.  Subsequently  he  entered  Yale 
University,  and  in  1878  was  graduated  from  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  Department  of  that  institution. 
Immediately  afterwards  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  Jenks  and  Clark,  at  Brookville 
He  completed  his  law  course  with  Gordon  and  Cor¬ 
bet,  and  in  September,  1880,  was  admitted  to  the 
Jefferson  County  bar.  From  that  time  until  his 
death  he  was  engaged  continuously  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Brookville.  For  a  time,  in  the 
middle  ’nineties  he  was  in  partnership  with  Harry 
R.  Wilson,  maintaining  an  office  in  Clarion,  but 
during  most  of  his  career  he  practiced  alone.  At 
his  death,  in  1923,  he  ranked  seventh  in  seniority 
among  the  members  of  the  Jefferson  County  bar  in 
active  practice. 

Mr.  Gordon’s  remarkable  legal  talents  were  obvi¬ 
ous  from  the  beginning.  He  quickly  rose  to  prom¬ 
inence  and  for  years  remained  a  leader  in  his  pro¬ 
fession. 

He  entertained  no  ambitions  in  law  nor  politics  [it 
was  written  of  him]  except  to  serve  his  clients  and  the 
community  faithfully  and  well.  He  worked  sturdily  to 
elevate  the  standards  of  his  profession  and  to  prevent 
encroachments  upon  it.  He  never  held  any  public 
office  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  but  was  county 
solicitor  for  several  years.  He  was  frequently  counsel 
in  some  of  the  most  important  cases  before  the  Jef¬ 
ferson  County  court,  principally  in  Common  Pleas,  and 
his  opinions  on  law  and  on  any  other  subject  always 
were  sought  with  interest  and  held  in  esteem.  Polit¬ 
ically,  Mr.  Gordon  was  a  Republican  of  the  school 
which  began  to  flourish  about  the  time  he  was  in 
college.  As  a  speaker,  he  shone  as  brilliantly  as  in 
law,  whether  an  after-dinner  talk,  a  public  oration,  or 
a  plea  to  a  jury  ;  he  always  was  eloquent,  entertain¬ 
ing-  and  informative.  He  was  quick  at  repartee,  in  a 
legal  proceeding  or  private  conversation. 

Apart  from  his  legal  connections,  Mr.  Gordon  was 
interested  at  different  times  in  several  local  enter¬ 
prises.  He  was  a  director  for  many  years  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Brookville,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  its  senior  director.  Mr.  Gordon  rec¬ 
ognized  the  obligations  of  his  position  and  whenever 
convinced  that  he  could  be  of  service  took  the  lead 
in  civic  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  merit.  During 
the  period  of  the  World  War,  he  was  a  “four-minute 
man”  in  Jefferson  County,  aiding  the  Red  Cross, 
Liberty  Loan,  and  other  organized  drives  in  every 
way  within  his  power.  Four  of  his  five  children 
served  with  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States 
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during  these  years,  the  fifth,  a  daughter,  being  still 
in  school.  Mr.  Gordon  worshipped  with  his  family 
in  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

On  June  15,  1887,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
Cadmus  Zaccheus  Gordon  married  Kate  D.  Acheson, 
daughter  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Marcus  W.  Acheson,  of 
that  city.  Her  father  was  a  United  States  Circuit 
judge.  They  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  1.  Marcus  A.,  of  New  York  City.  2. 
Mary  J.,  also  of  New  York  City.  3.  R.  Bruce,  of 
Brookville.  4.  Cadmus  Z.,  Jr.  5.  Sophie,  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Gordon  died  very  suddenly  on  April  6,  1923, 
in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  His  death  was  a  source  of 
wide-spread  regret  and  sorrow  in  the  city  which  had 
come  to  know  him  so  well  through  the  years. 

Rarely  is  any  community  so  shocked  by  death  [wrote 
“The  Jeffersonian  Democrat’'  of  Brookville]  as  was 
Brookville  last  Friday  when  Mr.  Cadmus  Z.  Gordon 
suddenly  passed  on. 

Erudite,  genial,  witty,  a  friend  of  everyone,  with  a 
smile  undimmed  by  tortures  of  ill-health,  with  a  con¬ 
tagious  optimism,  Mr.  Gordon  occupied  a  place  in  the 
community  which  can  never  be  filled— -for  those  who 
knew  him. 

It  has  been  Brookville’s  good  fortune  that  Mr.  Gor¬ 
don  possessed  no  ambition  to  shine  before  the  world  in 
law,  his  chosen  profession ;  in  politics,  in  which  his 
interest  was  deep,  or  in  any  of  the  other  fields  which 
lie  fertile  for  the  man  of  ability.  For  Mr.  Gordon 
was  more  than  a  scholar  and  more  than  a  genial  com¬ 
panion.  He  was  endowed  with  a  mind  which  was 
brilliant.  Had  he  not  been  content  to  work  unob¬ 
trusively  in  a  small  corner  where  it  had  pleased  God 
to  place  him  he  would  have  achieved  great  heights — 
and  while  his  native  town  thus  would  have  gained 
added  glory  his  fellow  townsmen  would  for  long 
periods  have  been  deprived  of  association  with  a  man 
whom  they  loved  and  with  whom  none  ever  conversed 
without  being  the  richer  mentally  when  the  chat  ended. 

Few  men  [wrote  another  local  paper]  have  estab¬ 
lished  for  themselves  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  their  fel¬ 
lows  such  as  “Cad”  Gordon  enjoyed.  A  man  of  the 
highest  ideals,  working  incessantly  for  the  raising  of 
legal  standards  and  efficiency  in  court  methods,  ever 
genial  and  kindly,  he  established  himself  as  one  of  the 
best  loved  and  most  respected  men  of  the  county. 
Few  there  are  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  who  did 
not  know,  love  and  admire  Cadmus  Z.  Gordon. 


SAMUEL  STEWART  CAMPBELL— A  native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Avella,  Washington  County, 
Samuel  Stewart  Campbell  was  active  in  many  phases 
of  the  life  of  this  section.  He  was  a  farmer  during 
his  entire  career,  but  extended  his  interests  to  numer¬ 
ous  other  fields,  serving  as  president  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Bank  of  Avella  and  as  an  officer  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  important  local  corporations.  Mr.  Campbell 
was  also  widely  known  as  a  musician  and  teacher 
of  music.  He  was  a  man  of  many  talents,  whose 
achievements  commanded  respect  and  whose  fine 
character  won  him  universal  regard. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  born  at  Avella,  on  October  15, 
1849,  a  son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Jane  (McGuggin) 
Campbell.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
was  a  farmer  and  cooper  by  trade.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Township,  Washington  County. 

Samuel  Stewart  Campbell  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Cross  Creek  Township,  Wash¬ 
ington  County.  As  a  young  man,  he  began  independ¬ 
ent  farming  operations  and  continued  to  devote  him¬ 
self  to  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  His 
ability  and  progressive  outlook  made  him  successful 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  his  judgment  was 
widely  respected  throughout  this  section.  In  1903, 
when  the  Wabash  Railroad  ran  a  line  through 
Avella,  Mr.  Campbell  recognized  the  opportunity 
thus  offered  and  promptly  laid  out  his  farm  into 
town  lots  which  he  sold  to  eager  purchasers.  From 


that  time  onward  his  business  interests  steadily  in¬ 
creased.  In  1925  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Lincoln  National  Bank  of  Avella,  and  in  1915 
was  elected  president  of  this  institution,  serving  as 
its  chief  executive  until  his  death.  During  this  period 
he  guided  its  affairs  with  every  success,  contributing 
to  its  growth  and  progress  and  building  it  up  to  the 
substantial  position  which  it  enjoys  today.  Mean¬ 
while,  in  1911,  the  Avella  Lumber  and  Supply  Com¬ 
pany  was  organized  and  incorporated.  Mr.  Campbell 
was  a  leading  figure  in  this  enterprise,  and  was 
elected  first  president  of  the  corporation,  holding  this 
office  also  until  his  death.  Here  again  his  services 
were  a  decisive  factor  in  the  success  of  the  organ¬ 
ization. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  always  a  talented  musician.  In 
his  earlier  years,  he  studied  music  under  Professor 
Bigger  at  the  seminary  near  West  Middletown, 
Washington  County.  Subsequently  he  taught  music, 
both  vocal  and  instrumental,  throughout  Washing¬ 
ton  County  to  private  pupils  and  also  was  instruc¬ 
tor  in  music  for  a  time  in  the  county’s  public  schools. 
He  was  leader  and  teacher  of  the  band  at  West 
Middletown,  of  the  West  Point  Band  at  Patter¬ 
son  Mills,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  of  the  band  at 
West  Liberty,  West  Virginia.  For  a  time  he  was 
also  a  member  of  the  well-known  West  Middletown 
Quintet,  which  gave  frequent  concerts  of  chamber 
music.  He  himself  played  several  instruments,  but 
chiefly  performed  on  the  organ  and  clarinet.  Few 
men  have  contributed  more  to  the  progress  of  music 
in  any  given  section,  and  Mr.  Campbell’s  efforts 
resulted  in  a  notable  development  of  music  apprecia¬ 
tion  over  a  wide  territory. 

In  spite  of  the  many  interests  of  his  life,  Mr. 
Campbell  always  found  time  to  be  interested  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  and  civic  enterprises.  He  served  for  one 
term  as  supervisor  of  Independence  Township,  Wash¬ 
ington  County.  He  was  willing  to  do  his  share 
whenever  he  was  needed  and  the  high  quality  of 
his  citizenship  was  beyond  question.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican.  He  was  affiliated  fraternally  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a 
charter  member  of  Avella  Lodge,  No.  1190.  Mr. 
Campbell  was  also  a  member  of  the  Avella  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and  was  interested  in  the  Avella 
Investment  Company  and  the  Avella  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Campbell  married  (first),  in  1878,  Jennie  M. 
Scott  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  Wash¬ 
ington  County.  He  married  (second),  on  November 
17,  1892,  Anna  M.  Rankin.  Two  children  were  born 
of  the  first  marriage:  1.  James  Ernest,  born  at 
Avella,  on  October  20,  1879.  Since  March  1,  1926, 
he  has  been  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Avella  Lum¬ 
ber  Company.  He  married  Alwilda  Cooper,  of 
Eldersville,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Alma,  now  Mrs.  Alma 
(Campbell)  Liggett,  born  at  Avella  on  September 
12,  1881. 

Mr.  Campbell  died  at  Avella  on  July  23,  1932.  In 
his  long  life,  spanning  almost  eighty-three  full  years, 
he  won  both  honor  and  success.  His  death  was  a 
serious  loss  to  the  community  and  section  where 
he  had  so  long  made  his  home,  and  was  a  source 
of  wide-spread  regret. 


ELIGIUS  KOHLMILLER— A  native  and  for 
many  years  one  of  the  public-spirited  and  useful  resi¬ 
dents  of  Erie,  Eligius  Kohlmiller  substantially  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  well-being  of  his  fellow-citizens  in 
this  city  and  wherever  he  was  known.  Here  he  built 
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up  an  elaborate  dyeing  and  cleaning  works,  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  the  city  and  pioneers  in  the  use  of  dry 
cleaning  and  other  present-day  processes ;  and  the 
organization  that  he  founded  came,  chiefly  through 
his  efforts,  to  be  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  the 
United  States  in  its  special  field.  Resourceful  and 
versatile,  Mr.  Kohlmiller  was  himself  a  man  of 
breadth  and  ability,  respected  for  his  manifold 
achievements  and  activities ;  and  he  was  loved,  too, 
for  his  kindly  and  generous  traits  of  character,  his 
pleasing  personality,  and  the  keen  sense  of  humor  that 
was  always  manifest  in  his  mental  make-up,  serving 
as  a  force  to  temper  the  more  serious  aspects  of  his 
mind.  His  career  was  eminently  useful ;  his  life, 
finely  and  beautifully  lived. 

Mr.  Kohlmiller  was  born  on  March  29,  1857,  in 
Erie,  son  of  Joseph  and  Walburga  (Christal)  Kohl¬ 
miller.  His  parents  were  both  born  in  Germany, 
and  there  lived  until,  in  1854,  three  years  before  their 
son’s  birth,  they  came  to  America  to  live,  taking  up 
their  residence  in  Erie.  Having  learned  the  trade  of 
dyer,  the  father  soon  opened  a  small  shop,  the  first 
of  its  type  in  Erie,  in  East  Ninth  Street,  this  city. 
In  i860  he  removed  the  business  to  the  site  where  the 
extensive  Kohlmiller  establishment  was  developed 
and  conducted  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
by  the  son,  Eligius  Kohlmiller,  whose  name  heads  this 
review. 

This  son,  Eligius  Kohlmiller,  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  Erie, 
his  birthplace ;  and,  while  still  a  very  small  boy, 
began  to  learn  the  dyer’s  trade  with  his  father.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  however,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Barr  and  Johnson,  stove  manufacturers, 
with  whom  he  remained  thereafter  for  several  years 
before  becoming  a  machinist  with  the  Stearns  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company. 

In  1879  he  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  thorough  training  in  the  dyeing  business,  and, 
becoming  quite  conversant  with  every  branch  and 
phase  of  the  cleaning  and  dyeing  industry,  working 
with  a  French  expert  in  that  Michigan  city,  he  was 
called  home,  in  April,  1883,  to  assume  charge  of  his 
father’s  business.  At  that  time  the  father  retired  be¬ 
cause  of  the  condition  of  his  health,  and  died  a  month 
later,  in  May,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 
His  widow  survived  him  until  June  11,  1890,  when 
she  passed  away  in  her  sixty-third  year.  Both  Joseph 
and  Walburga  (Christal)  Kohlmiller  were  widely 
known  in  Erie  and  its  environs,  and  had  many  warm 
friends.  They  were  faithful  members  of  St.  Mary’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Their  children  were:  1. 
Walburga,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Boelte,  of 
Erie.  2.  Eligius,  of  further  mention.  3.  Julia,  now 
deceased.  4.  Theresa,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Runser.  5.  Henry  J.,  who  is  now  deceased.  6. 
Louisa,  who  died  some  years  ago,  was  the  wife  of 
Henry  Arens. 

Like  his  parents,  Eligius  Kohlmiller,  after  having 
acquired  extensive  experience  and  knowledge  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  professional  realms,  came  to  be  widely  rec¬ 
ognized  in  Erie  as  one  of  the  city’s  leading  business 
men.  And,  returning  to  this  place  from  Detroit, 
completely  equipped  by  technical  study  of  his  business 
in  that  city,  he  readily  began  to  fill  the  place  left 
vacant  by  his  parent.  The  establishment  was  still 
small  then,  in  1883,  and  rather  crudely  conducted, 
but  Mr.  Kohlmiller  at  once  set  about  the  work  of  in¬ 
stalling  up-to-date  metropolitan  methods.  Before 


long,  the  business  grew  under  his  proprietorship,  its 
development  following  a  course  of  increasing  scope 
and  usefulness,  and  the  enterprise  grew  to  its  subse¬ 
quent  large  proportions,  with  machinery  and  facilities 
along  completely  modern  lines.  This  development 
took  place,  furthermore,  almost  wholly  as  a  result  of 
the  energy  and  practical  ability  of  Eligius  Kohlmiller 
himself. 

Prominent  at  the  same  time  in  many  fields  of  civic 
and  social  life,  Mr.  Kohlmiller  was  affiliated  with  the 
Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  numerous  other 
groups.  He  also  held  memberships  in  the  Business 
Men’s  Exchange,  the  Erie  Maennerchor,  the  East 
Side  Turners,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Both  Mr.  Kohl¬ 
miller  and  his  family  were  members  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church.  Each  of  these  groups  gained,  in  one  way 
or  another,  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Kohlmiller,  just 
as  the  business  world  gained  from  his  participation 
in  the  dyeing  and  cleaning  field. 

One  of  the  innovations  that  Mr.  Kohlmiller  intro¬ 
duced  in  this  business  was  the  modern  machine  meth¬ 
ods,  which  he  adapted  to  specialized  needs,  giving 
emphasis  to  quality  work  as  well  as  to  quantity  pro¬ 
duction.  For  a  long  time  the  Kohlmiller  business  was 
the  only  dyeing  and  cleaning  house  in  Erie,  and  it 
then  did  work  in  the  surrounding  country  in  a  radius 
of  fifty  miles.  They  employed  ten  people  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  business,  and  Mr.  Kohlmiller  himself  re¬ 
mained  active  until  1916,  when  he  retired  from  his 
active  endeavors,  turning  over  the  enterprise  to  his 
youngest  son.  That  was  in  February,  1917.  The  son 
conducted  the  business  until  July  of  the  same  year, 
when  he  died ;  and  Mr.  Kohlmiller  was  forced  to 
reenter  the  dry  cleaning  field,  though  he  remained 
there  only  a  few  months,  selling  the  establishment  at 
the  end  of  that  time,  but  retaining  the  building.  Mrs. 
Kohlmiller  still  owns  this  building. 

Eligius  Kohlmiller  was  twice  married :  first,  in 
Detroit,  Michigan,  to  Minnie  St.  Amour,  a  native  of 
that  city,  who  died  in  1882 ;  and,  second,  on  August 
24,  1886,  to  Margaret  K.  Eisert,  who  was  born  in 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  29,  1866,  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Frances  (Kegal)  Eisert,  who  were  both 
natives  of  Germany. 

By  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Kohlmiller  had  one 
child,  a  son,  Frank  J.  Kohlmiller,  who  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  dry  cleaning  business  and 
died  in  July,  1917.  By  the  second  marriage,  the 
children  were:  1.  Eleanor,  who  was  born  on  June 
29,  1887.  2.  Albert,  born  October  24,  1888,  who  met 
his  death  on  the  railroad.  3.  Elmer,  born  July  21, 
1891.  4.  Lavina,  born  April  28,  1896. 

The  death  of  Eligius  Kohlmiller,  on  June  6,  1926, 
was  a  cause  of  deep  and  widespread  sorrow  among  all 
who  knew  him ;  and  the  regret  that  attended  upon 
his  passing  was  counterbalanced  only  by  the  joy  that 
his  fellows  felt  upon  having  had  such  a  man  among 
their  business  leaders  and  upon  being  privileged  to 
benefit  from  the  splendid  influence  that  was  his. 


GERARD  B.  STRAUB — As  district  attorney  of 
Elk  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  office  he  is  serv¬ 
ing  his  second  term,  Gerard  B.  Straub  is  proving 
himself  a  useful  and  public-spirited  citizen,  as  well 
as  a  man  whose  personal  capabilities  and  legal 
knowledge  well  fit  him  for  a  position  of  responsibility 
in  his  community. 
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Mr.  Straub  was  born  in  St.  Marys,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  now  lives,  on  September  20,  1896,  son  of 
Peter  and  Sabina  (Sorg)  Straub.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  as  a  boy  to  America,  set¬ 
tled  in  Elk  County,  and  here  was  a  brewer  until  his 
death  on  December  17,  1913.  The  mother  was  born 
in  this  county  of  Pennsylvania.  To  them  ten  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  1.  Frank,  now  deceased.  2.  Joseph 
of  St.  Marys.  3.  Anthony  A.  4.  Anna,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Fred  A.  Euber,  of  St.  Marys.  5.  Father 
Gilbert,  of  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania.  6.  A  boy  who 
died  in  infancy.  7.  Peter,  of  St.  Marys.  8.  Gerard 
B.  9.  Marion,  of  Philadelphia.  10.  Alfonse,  of 
Ridgway. 

In  1912,  Gerard  B.  Straub,  of  whom  this  is  prima¬ 
rily  a  record,  was  graduated  from  the  Catholic  High 
School,  and  then  spent  a  year  at  St.  Vincent  College, 
afterward  studying  at  the  Catholic  University,  in 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  From  that  insti¬ 
tution  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
1917.  The  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War  somewhat  interrupted  his  professional  career; 
for  in  the  year  of  his  graduation  from  law  school,  he 
entered  the  service  of  his  country,  enlisting  in  the 
Artillery  Officers’  Training  School,  at  Camp  Taylor, 
Kentucky.  Afterward  he  was  employed  for  one  and 
one-half  years  with  the  Revenue  Income  Tax  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Government,  stationed  at  Pittsburgh.  His 
formal  admission  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania  came  in 
1922;  and  he  has  since  practiced  in  Elk  County.  In 
January,  1926,  he  was  elected  district  attorney  of 
Elk  County,  and  is  at  the  time  of  writing  serving,  his 
second  term  of  office  of  four  years.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Elk  County  Dairy  Products  Company. 

Along  with  his  professional  and  public  duties,  Mr. 
Straub  has  interested  himself  in  different  civic  and 
social  groups,  notably  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  His  church  is  the  Catholic. 
In  all  his  work  and  in  his  varied  affiliations,  Mr. 
Straub  has  proven  his  abilities  and  talents  for  useful 
citizenship  and  organizational  activity,  and  his  labors 
have  entitled  him  to  a  position  of  honor  and  esteem. 

Gerard  B.  Straub  married,  on  June  30,  1925,  Philo- 
mena  Reiter,  a  native  of  St.  Marys,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  daughter  of  Matthias  and  Magdalena  (Koch) 
Reiter,  her  father  now  deceased.  They  have  become 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Phyllis,  who  was  born  May 
7,  I93i. 


HENDERSON  WILLIAM  CHRISTIE— Mem¬ 
ber  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  Henderson  Wil¬ 
liam  Christie  was  an  early  oil  producer  of  Butler 
County  in  this  State  and  for  many  years  occupied  a 
position  of  prominence  in  its  life.  In  addition  to  the 
other  duties  of  his  career  he  served  for  a  term  as 
recorder  of  Butler  County. 

Mr.  Christie  was  born  in  Portersville,  Butler 
County,  on  March  11,  1845,  eldest  son  of  Thomas 
Gailey  and  Nancy  R.  (George)  Christie.  His  grand¬ 
father  was  Thomas  Christie,  who  was  a  native  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  on 
the  site  of  Portersville  in  Butler  County  in  1812.  He 
was  a  brother-in-law  of  Robert  Stewart,  first  settler 
on  the  site  of  that  borough.  His  grandfather,  who 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  came  to  the  Connecticut 
Colony  at  an  early  date,  and  of  his  six  sons,  two 
settled  in  Ohio,  two  in  Nova  Scotia  and  two  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania.  One  of  the  last 
mentioned  was  the  father  of  Thomas.  Thomas  Chris¬ 
tie  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  comprising 


what  is  now  the  southern  part  of  Portersville,  and 
was  one  of  the  largest  farmers  of  the  section.  He 
was  a  man  of  influence,  widely  known  as  Squire 
Christie  and  served  for  a  time  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  married  Eleanor  Gailey. 

Thomas  Gailey  Christie,  youngest  son  of  Thomas 
and  father  of  Henderson  William  Christie  of  this 
record,  was  born  at  Portersville,  Butler  County,  in 
1822.  He  was  reared  on  the  family  farm  and  was 
afterwards  engaged  as  a  merchant  in  Portersville 
until  his  death  in  1851.  In  1843  he  married  Nancy 
R.  George,  daughter  of  James  George  of  Mercer 
County,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Henderson  William  was  the  eldest. 

Henderson  William  Christie  received  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  education  in  local  schools,  subsequently  attend¬ 
ing  both  a  select  school  at  Centreville  and  Wither¬ 
spoon  Institute.  In  1870,  when  he  was  a  young  man, 
he  was  severely  injured  by  a  heavy  fall  and  for  the 
next  ten  years  was  unable  to  leave  his  bed.  He 
never  lost  courage,  however,  and  at  last  was  rewarded 
with  a  return  of  his  full  constitutional  vigor.  In 
1882  Mr.  Christie  was  nominated  on  the  Republican 
ticket  and  elected  register  and  recorder  of  Butler 
County,  serving  with  conspicuous  efficiency  for  a 
full  term.  On  his  retirement  from  public  life,  he 
entered  the  oil  business  in  1886  at  Renfrew,  recog¬ 
nizing  the  possibilities  and  opportunities  which  the 
industry  offered.  His  first  well  produced  only  twenty- 
five  barrels  a  day,  but  his  second  well,  which  he  put 
down  on  the  Williamson  Bartley  farm  at  Thorn 
Creek,  came  in  at  7,000  barrels  a  day.  From  that 
time  until  his  death  he  was  engaged  exclusively  in 
oil  operations  in  the  Evans  City,  the  Amberson  and 
Little  Creek  fields  in  Butler  County,  and  also  in 
West  Virginia.  These  operations  were  attended  by 
continued  success  and  Mr.  Christie  was  widely  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  energetic  business 
men  of  the  county.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  December  9,  1884,  he  married  Emma  L.  Sutton, 
daughter  of  John  Harrison  and  Maria  M.  (Mechling) 
Sutton,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children : 
1.  Georgia  M.  2.  Catherine.  3.  Jean.  4.  Charles  H. 
5.  Henderson  William,  Jr. 

John  Harrison  Sutton,  father  of  Mrs.  Christie,  was 
born  on  November  11,  1838,  in  Clay  Township,  Butler 
County,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Platt  Sutton.  This  family  was  founded  in 
Pennsylvania  shortly  after  the  Revolution  by  Jere¬ 
miah  Sutton,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  served 
with  a  New  Jersey  regiment  during  the  Revolution. 
He  first  took  up  his  residence  in  Westmoreland 
County,  but  about  1800  he  came  to  Butler  County, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Concord  Township,  where 
he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life.  Platt  Sutton,  son 
of  Jeremiah  and  grandfather  of  John  Harrison  Sut¬ 
ton,  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  It  was  he  who  came 
to  Butler  County  on  a  tour  of  inspection  for  his 
father  and  settled  the  land  which  his  father  after¬ 
wards  purchased,  and  which,  after  the  death  of  the 
latter  he  himself  owned.  He  married  Elizabeth  Ster¬ 
ling  of  Westmoreland  County,  and  among  their  sev¬ 
eral  children  was  Jeremiah,  father  of  John  Harrison 
Sutton.  Another  son,  Platt,  Jr.,  served  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

John  Harrison  Sutton  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania, 
but  for  three  years  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  he  lived  in  Iowa  and  Colorado.  Following  his 
return  to  the  family  home  in  Butler  County,  he  en¬ 
listed  for  service  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of 
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Company  C,  nth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve 
and  was  sworn  in  at  Camp  Wright  on  June  10,  1861. 
His  regiment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
he  participated  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  his 
command  took  part,  serving  with  gallantry  and  dis¬ 
tinction.  He  was  captured  at  Gaines  Mill,  imprisoned 
for  forty  days  at  Belle  Isle  and  then  exchanged. 
There  followed  the  battles  of  Second  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg,  during  the 
course  of  which  campaigns  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant.  At  Fredericksburg  he  was 
wounded  and  again  taken  prisoner,  being  held  for  two 
months  at  Libby  Prison  and  then  transferred  to  An¬ 
napolis.  For  six  months  he  suffered  in  a  hospital 
there  before  securing  his  parole,  but  it  was  many 
months  thereafter  before  he  fully  recovered  his 
health  and  indeed  his  wound  still  bothered  him  until 
his  death.  After  his  discharge  and  return  to  health, 
Mr.  Sutton  entered  into  partnership  with  Harper 
Brothers,  merchants  of  North  Washington  who  had 
formerly  employed  him,  but  after  three  years  retired 
to  his  farm  in  Washington  Township.  In  1872  he 
was  elected  clerk  of  courts  of  Butler  County,  serv¬ 
ing  with  distinction  in  that  office  for  three  years. 
During  this  period  he  became  much  interested  in  oil 
production.  He  helped  to  drill  the  first  producing 
oil  well  in  Butler  County,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
active  career  in  the  industry  drilled  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  wells  in  this  county,  besides  being  largely  inter¬ 
ested  in  both  city  and  county  real  estate.  Until  his 
death  he  remained  one  of  the  leaders  in  Butler  County 
life.  He  married,  on  March  1,  1864,  Maria  M.  Mech- 
ling,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Mechling,  and  of 
their  seven  children,  the  eldest  was  Emma  L.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Henderson  William  Christie. 

Mr.  Christie  died  on  May  29,  1907,  in  his  sixty- 
third  year.  His  death  was  a  sad  loss  to  Butler  and 
to  the  county  in  which  his  life  was  passed,  for  he  was 
a  man  whose  strong  and  vital  citizenship  was  an 
asset  to  any  section,  and  whose  generosity  of  spirit 
won  him  universal  regard. 


GUY  S.  FELT — For  some  thirty-five  years  Mr. 
Felt  has  been  identified  with  the  business  life  of  his 
native  city,  Emporium.  During  this  long  period  he 
has  been  associated,  from  time  to  time,  with  different 
business  enterprises,  usually  in  an  executive  capacity, 
and  these  several  concerns  have  invariably  been 
greatly  benefited  by  his  active  participation  in  their 
affairs.  He  has  also  interested  himself  in  other 
phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  is  generally  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  most  substantial,  most  repre¬ 
sentative  and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  Em¬ 
porium. 

Guy  S.  Felt  was  born  at  Emporium,  Cameron 
County,  May  15,  1881,  a  son  of  Dewitt  and  Sarah 
(Stayton)  Felt,  both  now  deceased.  His  father,  who 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  flour  milling  busi¬ 
ness,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  his  mother  of 
Delaware.  Mr.  Felt  is  one  of  a  family  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  having  one  sister,  Rena.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  was  graduated 
from  the  local  high  school  in  1897.  After  leaving 
school  he  became  a  bookkeeper  in  a  local  flour  mill, 
in  which  capacity  he  continued  to  serve  from  1898 
until  1906.  Next  he  was  associated  with  the  C.  B. 
Howard  Company  as  treasurer  and  sales  manager 
from  1906  until  1915.  Then  he  spent  two  years  with 
the  Central  Pennsylvania  Lumber  Company  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  mill  operations  at  Laquin  and  after  that 
he  spent  one  year  with  the  Panama  Lumber  Com¬ 


pany.  His  next  connection  was  with  the  Novelty 
Incandescent  Light  Company  and  after  that  he  be¬ 
came  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Nilco  Lamp 
Works.  He  continued  in  these  capacities  until  1931, 
when  he  was  made  vice-president  and  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Hygrade  Sylvania  Corporation.  He  is 
also  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Emporium 
Trust  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order. 

Mr.  Felt  married,  July  3,  1907,  Mary  Logan,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  D.  and  Jane  (Judd)  Logan,  her  father 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Felt  have  no  children. 


JOHN  LUPHER  PORTER— During  an  active 
career  of  more  than  forty  years,  John  Lupher  Porter 
has  risen  to  an  important  place  in  the  civic  and  indus¬ 
trial  life  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  an  executive  of  many 
western  Pennsylvania  corporations,  and  has  devoted 
much  time  and  effort  to  the  work  of  various  Pitts¬ 
burgh  institutions,  particularly  in  the  field  of  art  and 
education. 

Mr.  Porter  was  born  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  on 
July  1,  1868;  a  son  of  James  Amberson  and  Elizabeth 
Dorothy  (Weber)  Porter.  He  was  educated  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  schools  and  in  1890  was  graduated  from  Alle¬ 
gheny  College  on  the  completion  of  the  required 
course,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  His 
academic  career  was  distinguished  by  his  election  to 
Phi  Beta  Kappa,  honorary  scholastic  fraternity,  and 
later  by  his  having  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts. 

After  leaving  college,  Mr.  Porter  began  his  active 
career  in  the  employ  of  the  Miller  Pipe  Line  Company 
at  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  in  1891.  A  few  months 
later  he  joined  the  clerical  force  of  the  National 
Transit  Company,  in  Oil  City,  and  in  1893  became 
connected  with  the  Anglo-American  Oil  Company,  in 
London,  England,  with  which  he  remained  until  1895. 

After  leaving  London,  he  became  associated  with 
Henry  Fisher,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  later  of 
Redlands,  California,  and  later  still,  of  Florence, 
Italy,  and  until  the  time  of  Mrs.  Fisher’s  death,  he 
acted  as  his  financial  representative. 

He  also  became  president  of  the  Union  Storage 
Company  and  the  Pure  Water  Supply  Company ;  a 
director  of  the  Fisher  Oil  Company  and  the  Enlow 
Oil  Company;  and  director,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Hazelton  Land  Company,  in  the  direction  of  which 
he  has  played  an  important  part. 

Apart  from  his  business  connections,  Mr.  Porter 
has  interested  himself  in  civic  affairs  at  Pittsburgh 
and  in  the  progress  of  art  and  education,  rendering 
conspicuous  service  to  many  city  organizations.  He 
is  vice-chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology;  vice-president  of  the  board 
of  Carnegie  Institute,  and  a  member  of  its  Fine  Arts 
Committee. 

He  was  the  founder  of  the  One  Hundred  Friends  of 
Pittsburgh  Art,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Arts.  In  addition  he  is  a  member  of 
the  following  organizations:  The  Henry  C.  Frick 
Educational  Commission,  the  National  Economic 
League,  Pennsylvania  Division,  the  Pittsburgh  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Exposi¬ 
tion  Society,  the  Art  Society  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Sul- 
grave  Institution,  the  Alumni  Federation  of  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology,  of  which  he  is  an  honorary 
member ;  the  Associated  Artists  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  Hindustan  Association  of  America. 

As  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity,  he  has 
collected  publications  by  members  of  that  organiza- 
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tion  to  the  number  of  over  1,600,  and  has  compiled  and 
issued  a  catalogue  of  the  same,  as  well  as  having  col¬ 
lected  and  framed  over  two  hundred  photographs  of 
the  principal  members  of  this  fraternity. 

Mr.  Porter  is  also  an  honorary  member  of  Gamma 
Chapter  of  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  a  member  of  Pi 
Gamma  Mu  and  of  several  clubs,  including  the  Du- 
quesne  Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Pittsburgh 
Country  Club,  the  Oakmont  Country  Club,  the  Fox 
Chapel  Golf  Club,  the  Salmagundi  Club  and  the  Phi 
Kappa  Psi  Club  of  New  York.  During  the  World 
War,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Pittsburgh  War  Com¬ 
munity  Service,  whose  activities  were  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  in  that  period. 

Mr.  Porter  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  Meth¬ 
odist  in  religious  faith.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  of  the  Colonial  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  January  18,  1893,  John  Lupher  Porter  married 
Augusta  M.  Fisher,  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania.  They 
make  their  home  in  Pittsburgh. 


CHARLES  HAROLD  WAHA— Mercer  County 
was  the  second  county  in  the  State  to  have  an  asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  supervision  of  agriculture  and  home 
economics.  It  is  also  notable  for  the  ability  of  the 
men  who  have  been  its  farm  agents,  of  whom  Charles 
Harold  Waha  is  the  latest  incumbent.  He  is  a  native 
of  Waterford,  Erie  County,  born  in  1900,  the  son  of 
George  Frederick  and  Floy  Ruth  (Mallory)  Waha. 
After  attending  the  grade  schools  and  being  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Cambridge  Springs  High  School,  Mr. 
Waha  matriculated  at  Pennsylvania  State  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1929, 
holding  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  During 
the  summer  vacation  of  the  year  1926-27  he  gained 
practical  experience  in  greenhouse  work  by  working 
in  the  greenhouse  of  J.  N.  Allborne,  near  Erie,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  During  the  summers  of  1927-28  and  1928- 
1929  he  worked  with  the  Federal  State  Inspection 
Department,  inspecting  potatoes  in  Virginia  and 
Maryland  and  peaches  in  Pennsylvania.  College  days 
over,  he  went  about  gaining  the  experience  he  desired 
for  his  chosen  profession.  From  1929  to  May,  1931, 
Mr.  Waha  was  assistant  county  farm  agent  for  Jeffer¬ 
son  County.  In  1931  he  was  called  to  Mercer  County 
to  take  charge  of  its  agricultural  work  as  farm  agent. 
He  is  the  directing  head  of  all  the  State  College 
agricultural  extension  work  in  the  county  in  charge 
of  the  county  agricultural  extension  association.  His 
is  an  important  post  for  there  are  few  industries 
which  more  than  agriculture  is  in  a  state  of  flux,  or 
where  more  tested  knowledge  is  required.  The  rami¬ 
fications  of  the  work  in  his  hands  are  far  greater 
than  is  conceived  by  those  unfamiliar  with  the  numer¬ 
ous  phases  which  must  be  considered.  All  of  this  is 
general,  but  in  particular  it  may  be  recalled  that 
Mercer  County,  in  1930,  had  334,737  acres  in  its 
3,967  farms,  which  had  a  value  of  $22,540,786.  This 
is  “big”  business,  and  to  be  the  adviser  of  the  owners 
of  it  is  no  sinecure.  Mr.  Waha  is  credited  with  being 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  Among  other  than 
professional  interests,  he  is  a  member  of  the  State 
College  Grange ;  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views ; 
and  a  Presbyterian  in  his  church  affiliations. 

On  September  24,  1924,  Charles  Harold  Waha 
married  Amelia  June  Troutner,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Harold  Royce  Waha.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waha  reside  at  No.  434  Greenville  Avenue,  Mercer. 


GEORGE  JERKO — Engaged  in  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  George  Jerko 
performs  a  work  of  great  importance,  and  stands  high 
in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowmen.  His  is  a  position 
of  outstanding  prominence  and  esteem;  and  his  labors 
have  been  productive  of  great  good  among  the  people 
of  his  city. 

Mr.  Jerko  was  born  at  Urey,  Pennsylvania,  in 
what  is  known  as  Banks  Township,  Indiana  County, 
on  May  1,  1903,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Seaman) 
Jerko,  both  natives  of  Austria-Hungary.  The  father, 
born  in  1878,  was  a  coal  miner  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  July  6,  1920;  and  the  mother  was  born 
in  1880,  and  is  still  living. 

In  the  schools  of  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County, 
George  Jerko  received  his  early  education;  and  from 
the  high  school  there  he  was  graduated  in  1922.  He 
then  became  a  student  at  St.  Bonaventure  College, 
Allegany,  New  York,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  period  becoming  a  law  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Dickinson  School  of  Law,  in  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania.  In  the  class  of  1927  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  in  the 
following  year,  1928,  he  took  that  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  from  St.  Bonaventure.  Admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  began  his  practice  of  the  law;  and  in  March,  1928, 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Since 
February,  1928,  he  has  been  continuously  engaged 
in  legal  work  in  Indiana,  where  his  labors  have  been 
distinctly  worth  while  and  useful. 

Early  in  his  life,  Mr.  Jerko  began  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  this  interest  has  grown 
with  the  years.  A  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
he  is  widely  known  among  party  leaders,  especially 
in  Indiana  County,  where  he  was  a  candidate  for 
district  attorney  in  the  primaries  of  September  15, 
1931.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic 
Church ;  and  he  is  a  member,  too,  of  the  Greek 
Catholic  Union,  of  Homestead,  Pennsylvania.  In  all 
his  work  and  all  his  varied  affiliations,  his  labors  have 
been  of  value  and  usefulness  to  his  fellowmen;  and 
his  is  a  position  of  distinct  worth  in  the  community 
in  which  he  lives  and  performs  his  duties  in  the  pro¬ 
fessional  world. 


HON.  WILLIAM  T.  DARR— Since  1925  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Darr  has  served  as  county  judge  of  Jefferson 
County.  A  native  of  this  county,  he  has  devoted  his 
entire  active  career  to  the  law  and  his  election  to  his 
present  responsible  office  indicates  his  position  at  the 
local  bar. 

Judge  Darr  was  born  on  a  farm  in  this  county  on 
February  6,  1870,  a  son  of  Joseph  T.  and  Margaret 
(Burkett)  Darr,  both  natives  of  Jefferson  County 
and  both  now  deceased.  They  died  in  the  same  year, 
1900.  Joseph  T.  Darr,  the  father  was  a  lumberman 
by  occupation  and  also  served  two  terms  as  county 
commissioner.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  six  children:  1.  Blanche,  wife  of  Heber  Donald¬ 
son  of  Oil  City.  2.  William  T.,  of  this  record.  3. 
Maude,  widow  of  Cyrus  H.  Blood  of  Brockville.  4. 
Burkett  T.,  of  St.  Marys.  5.  Harry  E.,  deceased.  6. 
Mary,  widow  of  John  K.  Scribner  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Florida. 

William  T.  Darr  was  educated  in  local  county 
schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1894,  and 
later  from  Wooster  University  in  Ohio.  Having 
decided  upon  a  legal  career,  he  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  George  A.  Janks  of  Brookville,  and  in  1898 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Beginning  his  independent 
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practice  soon  afterwards,  he  quickly  won  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  people  of  this  community  and  rose  to  a 
position  of  prominence  at  the  local  bar.  His  thorough 
knowledge  of  all  phases  of  legal  theory  and  practice 
made  his  services  of  value  to  all  who  came  to  consult 
him  and  with  the  passing  years  his  practice  steadily 
increased.  In  1925,  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished 
career  and  qualifications,  Mr.  Darr  was  elected  county 
judge  and  since  that  time  has  continued  to  serve  on 
the  bench.  He  has  fully  justified  the  confidence 
shown  in  him  by  his  election  and  through  his  able 
administration  of  the  duties  of  his  office  has  main¬ 
tained  the  high  standards  of  the  Pennsylvania  ju¬ 
diciary. 

In  addition  to  his  legal  connections,  Judge  Darr  is 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  He  worships  with  his  family  in  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Judge  Darr  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  community 
and  section  in  which  he  lives  and  is  known  as  a  man 
of  enlightened  public  spirit.  He  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends. 

On  June  28,  1900,  William  T.  Darr  married  Hope 
K.  Hall,  a  native  of  Brookville,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows :  1.  Hope  Keith, 

wife  of  Robert  D.  Patterson  of  New  York  City.  2. 
Helen,  wife  of  H.  B.  Briggs  of  Pittsburgh.  3.  Mary 
E.,  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  East  Orange,  New 
Jersey.  4.  William  T.,  Jr.  5.  Robert  Hall.  6. 
Joseph  T.,  deceased. 


ORRIS  PERCIVAL  HALL — Up  to  the  time  of 
his  untimely  death  on  May  16,  1926,  Orris  Percival 
Hall  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  and  finan¬ 
ciers  of  Zelienople,  Butler  County,  and  an  important 
and  constructive  agent  in  the  promotion  of  the  town’s 
prosperity  and  welfare.  He  was  a  native  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  born  January  31,  1868,  a  son  of  G.  A.  I. 
and  Flora  Hall,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  well- 
known  lumber  dealer  who  in  his  early  years  had  rafted 
logs  and  timber  down  the  Ohio  River,  carrying  them 
sometimes  to  Mississippi  cities. 

Orris  P.  Hall  was  educated  in  the  Warren  public 
schools  and  was  a  graduate  of  Edinboro  State  Nor¬ 
mal  College.  He  had  intended  to  take  up  teaching 
as  a  profession,  but  the  oil  industry  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  lured  him  into  its  fields,  and  he  worked 
there,  learning  the  business  and  looking  around  for 
a  prospect  which  promised  oil.  In  1888  he  moved  to 
Butler  County  and  began  purchasing  oil  leases.  He 
brought  in  some  good  wells  and  prospered  accord¬ 
ingly.  Gradually  he  swung  into  the  custom  of  secur¬ 
ing  leases  and  contracting  the  drilling  out  on  a 
royalty  basis  which  gave  him  greater  scope  for  his 
enterprise  and  divided  the  risk  inherent  in  all  well 
drilling.  In  1906  he  made  Zelienople  his  headquar¬ 
ters  and  home,  and  at  one  time  was  connected  with 
the  Iron  City  Sanitary  Manufacturing  Company. 

Politics  was  one  of  his  many  interests  and  as  a 
Democrat  he  was  active  in  the  campaigns  of  that 
party.  Upon  several  occasions  he  was  elected  burgess 
and  councilman,  and  served  his  community  to  its 
great  advantage.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
Knights  of  Malta  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  in  these  orders  was  active.  His 
religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  November  7,  1892,  Orris  P.  Hall  married  Ella 
M.  Lambert  of  Beaver  Falls.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
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ter  of  Francis  and  Sarah  Lambert,  her  father  a 
farmer.  Francis  Lambert  was  a  Civil  War  veteran, 
a  member  of  Company  E,  77th  Pennsylvania  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Volunteers.  He  was  slightly  wounded  and 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  held  at  Andersonville  Prison. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  had  an  adopted  daughter,  Chola 
Elberta,  now  deceased,  whom  they  adopted  at  the 
age  of  four  years.  Mrs.  Hall  continues  to  make  her 
residence  in  Zelienople,  at  No.  223  East  New  Castle 
Street. 


CHARLES  MILTON  SNYDER  — Since  1923, 
Charles  Milton  Snyder  has  owned  and  operated  the 
Pantall  Hotel  at  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania,  direct¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  this  popular  hostelry  very  success¬ 
fully.  He  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County  and  has 
been  active  in  various  phases  of  its  life  for  many 
years,  serving  now  in  the  office  of  prothonotary  and 
clerk  of  courts. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  born  in  Ringgold  Township,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  February  5,  1877,  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Polly  (Shafer)  Snyder.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Schuylkill  County,  came  to  Jefferson  County 
as  a  boy,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  here  for  many 
years.  Polly  (Shafer)  Snyder  was  a  native  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  County.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family, 
as  follows:  1.  William,  deceased.  2.  Abraham,  de¬ 
ceased.  3.  Daniel,  deceased.  4.  Catherine,  deceased. 
5.  George,  deceased.  6.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  J. 
Schrock,  of  Jefferson  County.  7.  James,  also  of 
Jefferson  County.  8.  Charles  Milton,  of  this  record. 
9.  Ida,  deceased.  Both  parents  are  also  deceased. 

Charles  M.  Snyder  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and 
following  attendance  at  high  school,  studied  for  three 
terms  at  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School  and 
Dayton  Normal  Academy.  On  the  completion  of  his 
work  at  the  State  Normal  School,  he  taught  for  six 
terms  in  various  small  schools  of  this  section,  but  at 
the  end  of  this  time  he  decided  to  seek  a  larger 
field  of  opportunity,  becoming  traveling  salesman  for 
the  Lock  Shoe  Company  of  Wheeling,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  This  position  he  filled  very  capably  for  nine 
years. 

At  the  end  of  this  period,  Mr.  Snyder  returned  to 
his  native  State  and  for  three  years  served  as  assist¬ 
ant  postmaster  of  Punxsutawney.  Then  for  nine 
years  he  was  traveling  representative  for  the  J.  E. 
Dayton  Company,  shoe  manufacturers  of  Williams¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  and  finally  in  1923  took  over  the 
Pantall  Hotel  at  Punxsutawney.  Mr.  Snyder  imme¬ 
diately  established  and  has  continued  to  maintain  the 
highest  standards  in  his  management  of  this  hotel  and 
has  been  very  successful  in  its  operation.  He  has 
retained  ownership  of  this  property  until  the  present 
time. 

In  addition  to  this  connection,  Mr.  Snyder  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of 
courts  for  Jefferson  County  in  1927.  After  complet¬ 
ing  his  term  of  office,  the  duties  of  which  position 
he  administered  with  great  efficiency  and  success,  he 
was  reelected  in  the  1931  elections  for  a  second 
term.  Mr.  Snyder  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers.  He  worships  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Snyder’s  duties  as  prothonotary  and  clerk  of 
courts  keep  him  much  in  Brookville,  the  county 
seat,  and  he  has  many  friends  in  this  town  as  well 
as  at  Punxsutawney. 
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On  September  7,  1905,  Charles  M.  Snyder  married 
Luella  B.  Monks,  a  native  of  Butler  County  and  a 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Cordelia  (Hickey)  Monks 
of  Middlesex  Township,  Butler  County,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Sarah  Pauline, 
who  lives  with  her  parents.  2.  Gerald  Monks,  of 
Punxsutawney.  He  married  Helen  Howell,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Joyce  Ann. 


LAVELLE  ARTHUR  WILSON— A  native  of 
Jefferson  County,  Mr.  Wilson,  upon  the  completion 
of  his  legal  studies  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
since  then  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  here.  He  is  now  one  of  the  well-known 
lawyers  of  the  younger  generation  at  the  county  seat, 
Brookville.  Recognized  as  an  exceptionally  able  and 
resourceful  lawyer,  he  enjoys  a  large  and  steadily 
growing  practice.  He  represents  the  second  genera¬ 
tion  of  his  immediate  family  in  the  legal  profession, 
his  father  also  being  a  well-known  Pennsylvania 
lawyer. 

Lavelle  Arthur  Wilson  was  born  at  Big  Run,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  June  12,  1900,  a  son  of  Henry  I.  and 
Blanche  (Bacon)  Wilson,  both  natives  of  Tioga 
County.  His  father,  who  was  born  on  April  10, 
1869,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Stickley)  Wilson, 
at  Delmar  Township,  Tioga  County,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  high  school  at  Wellsboro,  Tioga 
County,  in  1886.  During  his  last  year  at  high  school 
he  served  as  instructor  of  the  school  and  borough 
band,  which  he  directed  until  1893.  After  graduating 
from  high  school  he  attended  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Elmira,  New  York,  Business  College.  He  then 
returned  to  Wellsboro  and  there  took  up  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Mortimer  Elliott,  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  of  Tioga  County  during  that  period. 
Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  1892,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
son,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  came  to  Brookville,  the 
county  seat  of  Jefferson  County,  where  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  since  then.  Since  1916  he  has  been  compensation 
attorney  for  the  Rochester-Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  his  headquarters  in  that  capacity  being  at  In¬ 
diana.  He  has  served  altogether  five  terms  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Legislature.  At  the  end  of  his 
first  term  he  served  for  some  time  as  clerk  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Senate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  I. 
Wilson  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Lavelle  A., 
of  whom  further.  2.  Cordray  Lawrence. 

After  having  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  grammar  schools  of  Big  Run,  Lavelle  A. 
Wilson  was  graduated  from  Big  Run  High  School 
in  1918.  He  then  attended  the  DuBois  Business  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1919  and  from 
where  he  went  to  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  grad¬ 
uating  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Science  in  1923.  He  next  took  up  the  study 
of  law  at  the  Pittsburgh  University  Law  School, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
1926.  Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar,  Mr.  Wilson 
became  associated  in  the  practice  of  law  with  his 
father  at  Indiana  in  1927.  In  the  following  year,  1928, 
he  came  to  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County,  where  he 
opened  a  law  office  under  the  firm  name  of  Wilson 
and  Wilson.  In  1929  he  moved  to  the  county  seat 
of  Jefferson  County,  Brookville,  where  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice  law  since  then.  In  1928  Mr.  Wilson 
was  appointed  county  solicitor  for  a  term  of  four 
years  and  in  1932  he  was  reappointed  to  that  office 
for  a  second  term  of  four  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order,  including  Coudersport  Con¬ 


sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  of  the 
Pinecrest  Country  Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


JOHN  HENRY  HUGHES  — In  his  native  county 
of  Jefferson,  of  which  he  is  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  John  Henry 
Hughes  has  performed  a  great  deal  of  useful  work; 
and  his  labors  have  justly  entitled  him  to  the  esteem 
and  respect  that  are  his. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  born  in  Winslow  Township,  this 
county,  on  September  3,  1893,  son  of  Edward  and 
Jane  (Bowser)  Hughes,  both  natives  of  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  father  was  a  mer¬ 
chant.  The  father,  who  also  served  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  for  a  number  of  years,  died  on  September  3, 
1930.  The  mother  makes  her  home  at  Butler,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  had  six  children:  1.  Laura,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Henry  Weiss,  of  Arcadia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  2.  George,  of  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County. 
3.  Irene,  who  became  the  wife  of  Albert  Keagle,  of 
Butler,  Pennsylvania.  4.  James,  of  Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania.  5.  John  Henry,  of  further  mention. 
6.  Edwin,  of  Butler. 

Of  these,  John  Henry  Hughes  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  was 
graduated  in  1910  from  the  high  school  at  Reynolds- 
ville,  Jefferson  County.  In  1912  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Clarion  Teachers’  College,  at  Clarion,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  and  in  that  same  year  he  began  his  career 
of  teaching.  For  one  year  he  was  at  the  Winslow 
Township  School,  and  then,  for  a  year,  was  at  a 
school  in  Allegheny  County.  For  three  years  there¬ 
after  he  taught  in  the  Reynoldsville  High  School, 
and  for  three  years  was  its  principal.  For  nine  years 
he  served  as  supervising  principal  of  all  the  schools 
of  Reynoldsville. 

Deciding  to  take  more  academic  work,  he  took  up 
special  studies  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  where 
he  took  his  degree  in  1930.  On  January  8,  1931,  he 
was  appointed  county  superintendent  of  schools  for 
Jefferson  County  by  the  Department  of  Public  In¬ 
struction  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  this  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  served  faithfully  and  well  his  fellow- 
men;  and  his  place  in  Jefferson  County  life,  is,  as  a 
result,  one  of  outstanding  character  and  importance. 

His  work  has  not  by  any  means  been  confined  to 
school  affairs  alone,  however;  for  Mr.  Hughes  is  in¬ 
terested  in  civic  and  social  life  and  in  almost  every 
phase  of  public  activity.  He  is  a  member  of  both 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  In  the  Masonic  Order,  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge  and  with  Coudersport 
Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
He  is  a  member  also  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Edu¬ 
cation  Association  and  the  American  Legion.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  period  of  American  participation  in  the 
World  War,  he  was  active  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  Enlisting  in  Company  A  of  the  164th  Infan¬ 
try,  41st  Division,  he  was  later  transferred  to  the 
adjutant-general’s  department  as  tracer  of  missing 
men.  He  continued  throughout  hostilities  in  active 
service  and  was  overseas  for  one  year. 

John  H.  Hughes  married,  on  August  19,  1925,  Alice 
Cooper,  of  Reynoldsville,  daughter  of  John  and  Eva 
(Siple)  Cooper.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Richard  Herbert  and  John  Russell. 


HARRY  LEA  SCHWEPPE — For  many  years 
active  in  the  business  life  of  New  Brighton,  Harry 
Lea  Schweppe  held  a  position  of  prominence  in 
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Beaver  County,  and  was  esteemed  and  respected  by 
his  fellow-citizens.  Highly  regarded  for  his  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  well-being  of  this  Commonwealth,  espe¬ 
cially  through  his  labors  in  the  drug  business,  in 
which  he  was  long  engaged,  he  was  loved,  too,  for 
his  delightful  personal  qualities.  Devotion  to  his 
friends  and  associates,  loyalty  to  fine  principles  and 
ideals,  sincere  sympathy  and  depth  of  understanding: 
these  were  among  his  outstanding  traits,  and  they  won 
him  a  permanent  and  indelible  place  in  the  affections 
of  his  compeers.  His  career  was  useful,  his  life  beau¬ 
tifully  lived,  his  death  a  cause  of  deep  and  widespread 
sorrow. 

Mr.  Schweppe  was  born  on  July  9,  1855,  in  Sewick- 
ley,  Allegheny  County,  son  of  Henry  and  Emily 
Schweppe.  In  the  public  schools,  Harry  Lea 
Schweppe  received  his  early  formal  education;  and, 
while  still  very  young,  he  began  work  as  a  clerk  in 
a  drug  store  in  New  Brighton.  After  a  short  time,  he 
purchased  the  business,  which  he  continued  to  oper¬ 
ate  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Though  he  never  studied 
his  profession  in  a  university  or  a  school  of  phar¬ 
macy,  Mr.  Schweppe  acquired  a  sound  training  in 
drugs  and  their  handling  and  uses  during  his  period 
of  clerkship — a  training  which,  furthermore,  was  of 
thorough  practical  value.  His  store,  which  came  to 
be  widely  known  and  recognized  for  the  service  that 
it  offered  and  for  the  care  with  which  its  products 
were  dispensed,  was  situated  at  Third  Avenue  and 
Eleventh  Street. 

Quite  aside  from  his  work  in  connection  with  this 
business  enterprise,  Mr.  Schweppe  took  time  for  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  larger  affairs  of  New  Brighton  life. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  his  parish  having  been  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian,  of  New  Brighton.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  a  staunch  Republican  and  a  supporter  of  his 
party’s  policies  and  principles.  At  all  times  he  took 
a  lively  interest  in  projects  designed  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  city,  county  and  State,  so  that  his 
position  was  one  of  high  regard  and  respect  among 
his  fellowmen. 

Above  all  his  loyalties,  however,  came  that  to  home 
and  family;  for,  in  the  domestic  circle,  he  found  a 
center  of  inspiration  that  was  for  him  a  lasting  in¬ 
fluence  for  good.  Harry  Lea  Schweppe  married,  on 
September  10,  1885,  in  New  Brighton,  Elizabeth  H. 
Winans,  daughter  of  Jacob  V.  and  Elizabeth  C. 
Winans.  Mrs.  Schweppe  survived  her  husband,  as 
did  his  sister,  Mrs.  Amelia  A.  (Schweppe)  Ken¬ 
nedy. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Schweppe,  on  December  29, 
!923>  left  his  business  in  the  hands  of  his  wife,  who 
soon  disposed  of  it,  however.  In  the  course  of  his 
business  career,  Mr.  Schweppe  had  much  influence 
upon  his  contemporaries,  chiefly  in  the  direction  of 
an  improvement  of  standards  in  the  commercial 
world.  He  achieved  his  end  partially  by  his  own 
splendid  example,  partially  by  direct  efforts  toward 
the  goal  that  he  knew  njust  bring  betterment.  This 
same  constructive  energy  was  felt  by  those  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  enjoy  his  personal  relationship, 
and,  indeed,  in  every  department  of  life  that  he 
touched.  His  memory  lives,  as  it  will  remain  alive 
for  years  to  come,  a  source  of  satisfaction  and  joy 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and  of  encouragement,  through 
them,  to  countless  others. 


GEORGE  LAWRENCE  HILL  HAWKINS— 

An  active  business  career  centering  at  Frederick¬ 
town,  Washington  County,  his  birthplace,  brought 
George  Lawrence  Hill  Hawkins  a  position  of  wide 


local  prominence.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and 
an  officer  of  the  Fredericktown  Coal  and  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  playing  an  important  part  in  the  success  of  this 
company. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  born  at  Fredericktown  on  April 
16,  1878,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Emily  (Parshall) 
Hawkins,  the  former  born  near  Fredericktown  and 
the  latter  near  Jefferson,  Pennsylvania.  His  father 
was  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer  by  occupation. 

George  Lawrence  Hill  Hawkins  of  this  record  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Fredericktown 
and  began  his  active  business  career  immediately 
upon  leaving  school.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
connected  with  various  local  enterprises,  and  in  1913 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Fredericktown 
Coal  and  Coke  Company,  in  which  he  became  a 
partner.  Mr.  Hawkins  was  connected  with  this  enter¬ 
prise  until  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy, 
sound  business  judgment  and  recognized  executive 
ability,  possessing  a  thorough  knowledge  of  busi¬ 
ness  methods  and  widely  familiar  with  the  coal  trade 
of  his  section.  His  services  were  of  great  value  to 
his  company  and  his  efforts  resulted  in  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  its  business  with  the  passing  years.  His 
success  was  based  on  merit  and  was  achieved  solely 
through  his  own  industry  and  ability. 

Apart  from  his  connection  with  the  Fredericktown 
Coal  and  Coke  Company,  Mr.  Hawkins  was  also 
interested  in  the  Horner  Coal  Company.  He  was 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Patriotic  Order,  Sons  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the 
Fredericktown  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Although 
his  business  benefited  from  his  constant  attention, 
he  found  time  to  be  active  generally  in  civic  affairs, 
meeting  all  the  duties  of  good  citizenship  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  and  contributing  generously  of  his  time 
and  substance  to  worthy  community  projects  with 
whose  aims  he  was  in  sympathy.  He  was  especially 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Fredericktown  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
official  board  and  a  member  of  the  church  choir. 

On  September  21,  1904,  at  Zollersville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  George  Lawrence  Hill  Hawkins  married 
Nettie  Dales,  who  was  born  in  Fredericktown,  No¬ 
vember  9,  1878,  daughter  of  George  W.  Dales,  born 
at  Fredericktown  on  November  17,  1845,  died  on 
May  25,  1919,  and  of  Sarah  (Zook)  Dales,  born  at 
Jefferson,  Pennsylvania,  died  in  October,  1925.  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  youngest  soldiers  to  serve  in 
the  Union  troops  during  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  as 
a  member  of  Company  D,  85th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry  on  September  15,  1861,  when  he  was 
only  fifteen  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  William  D., 
born  on  February  25,  1908.  2.  Paul  George,  born 
on  October  6,  1913.  3.  Betty  Jane,  born  in  March,  1920. 

Mr.  Hawkins  died  very  suddenly  on  November  3, 
1931,  in  his  fifty-fourth  year.  His  death,  at  the 
height  of  his  career,  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  com¬ 
munity  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  best  known  res¬ 
idents  and  came  as  a  severe  shock  to  his  wide  circle 
of  personal  friends  and  acquaintances.  His  life  was 
given  to  fields  of  useful  service  and  its  value  is  not 
to  be  reckoned  alone  by  his  accomplishments,  though 
they  were  many.  His  influence  was  a  constructive 
force  in  the  community  and  the  force  of  his  example 
will  continue  through  the  years. 


RAYMOND  ELLIOTT  BROWN— A  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  bar  during  the  past  quarter  of 
a  century,  Raymond  Elliott  Brown  has  been  engaged 


PENNSYLVANIA 


in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Brookville,  meet- 
ting  with  substantial  success  in  the  cases  entrusted 
to  his  care  and  serving  on  several  occasions  in  public 
offices  of  responsibility  and  trust. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  at  Arnot,  Tioga  County,  on 
April  16,  1881,  a  son  of  Fremont  M.  and  Ada  M. 
(Elliott)  Brown.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Brad¬ 
ford  County,  was  engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  dur¬ 
ing  early  life,  but  is  now  active  in  the  coal  business 
at  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson  County.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Tioga  County.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  i.  Inez,  now  deceased,  who  married 
Thomas  F.  Adams.  2.  Raymond  E.,  of  this  record. 
3.  Christine  H.,  wife  of  S.  C.  Bond  of  DuBois. 

Raymond  E.  Brown  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Reynoldsville,  completing  the  high  school  course 
there  in  1898.  In  the  following  year  he  was  graduated 
from  Ithaca  High  School  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  entered  Cornell  University, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1903.  Thereafter,  he  entered  the  Law  School  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1905. 
Mr.  Brown  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar  in 
that  year,,  and  immediately  began  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  at  Brookville,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  soon  rose  to  a  position  of  rec¬ 
ognized  prominence  at  the  Brookville  bar  and  for 
many  years  has  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  his 
practice  with  conspicuous  success.  In  addition,  for 
eight  years,  he  served  as  county  solicitor,  administer¬ 
ing  that  office  with  efficiency  and  fidelity.  He  has 
been  solicitor  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  for  fifteen  years  and  since  1924  has  served  as  a 
trustee  of  the  State  Teachers’  College  at  Clarion. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Brookville. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Brown 
enlisted  in  his  country’s  cause,  serving  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  judge  advocate’s 
office.  At  the  time  of  the  Armistice  he  occupied  the 
office  of  judge  advocate  of  the  20th  Division  at  Camp 
Sevier,  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants.  He  is  affil¬ 
iated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  being  a  member  of  the  local  Blue  Lodge  and 
a  member  of  Brookville  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion,  and  with  his  family  worships  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  faith. 

On  October  19,  1907,  at  Reynoldsville,  Raymond 
E.  Brown  married  Nell  L.  Robinson,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  S.  and  Emma  (Mundorf)  Robinson,  of 
Reynoldsville.  Mrs.  Brown’s  father  is  now  retired, 
while  her  mother  is  no  longer  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Marjorie 
R.,  who  was  graduated  from  Allegheny  College  with 
the  class  of  1931  and  is  now  teaching  at  Brookville 
High  School.  2.  Marian  E.,  a  student  in  Allegheny 
College,  class  of  1932. 


JOHN  JACOB  McMURRAY  — For  more  than 
half  a  century,  the  McMurray  family  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  ownership  and  management  of  the  “Jef¬ 
fersonian  Democrat”  of  Brookville,  the  county  seat 
of  Jefferson  County.  Its  present  owner,  John  Jacob 
McMurray,  the  subject  of  this  article,  and  his 
younger  brother,  Harry  Eugene  McMurray,  repre¬ 
sent  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in  the  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  of  this  well-known  newspaper. 


Though  Mr.  McMurray,  during  his  earlier  career, 
was  engaged  in  the  profession  of  civil  engineering,  he 
has  devoted  himself  with  much  success  to  journalistic 
work  for  the  last  decade,  ever  since  he  inherited  part 
ownership  in  the  “Jeffersonian  Democrat”  from  his 
father.  As  editor  of  this  newspaper  he  has  become 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  journalistic  circles  in 
western  Pennsylvania  and  has  been  a  constructive 
force  in  the  affairs  of  Brookville  and  of  Jefferson 
County. 

“The  Jeffersonian  Democrat”  of  Brookville,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  a  weekly  paper  established  in  1839 
and  continuously  published  since  that  date,  is  the 
only  Democratic  newspaper  in  Jefferson  County  and 
is  the  oldest  newspaper  in  this  county.  The  first 
connection  of  the  McMurray  family  with  this  pub¬ 
lication  dates  back  to  1878,  when  Major  John  Mc¬ 
Murray,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  article  and  then  a  young  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  who  had  located  in  Brookville  as  a  lawyer, 
yielded  to  his  taste  for  printer’s  ink,  forsook  the  pro¬ 
fession  for  which  he  had  prepared,  and  bought  “The 
Brookville  Democrat,”  as  it  was  then  called,  on 
Christmas  Day,  1878.  During  the  nine  decades  of  its 
existence,  the  paper  has  changed  its  name  but  not 
its  nature,  having  been  founded  as  an  organ  of  the 
Democratic  party.  In  the  latter  ’forties  it  was  called 
the  “Jeffersonian  Democrat  and  Elk  County  Adver¬ 
tiser,”  because  it  had  been  designated  as  the  official 
paper  for  legal  advertising  for  Elk  County,  as  well 
as  for  Jefferson  County.  This  continued  until  1850. 
In  the  years  of  the  Civil  War  reconstruction  period 
three  papers  were  consolidated,  the  “Jeffersonian,” 
the  “Democrat,”  and  the  “Graphic,”  and  the  name 
became  “The  Democrat.”  As  such  the  paper  made 
its  first  appearance  on  July  21,  1880,  under  the 
joint  ownership  of  Major  McMurray  and  William 
L.  Sansom.  Four  years  later  this  firm  purchased 
“The  Jeffersonian,”  and  on  June  18,  1884,  “The  Jef¬ 
fersonian  Democrat”  became  its  title.  During  the 
Cleveland  administration,  Major  McMurray  was 
called  into  government  service  in  Washington,  but 
upon  General  Harrison’s  succession  to  the  Pres¬ 
idency,  Major  McMurray  was  forced  out  of  office 
and  returned  to  Brookville  in  the  spring  of  1889.  He 
sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Sansom  and  took  charge  of 
the  “Clarion  Democrat,”  at  Clarion,  having  bought  a 
half  interest  in  that  establishment.  A  year  later  Mr. 
Sansom  effected  a  trade  with  Major  McMurray,  tak¬ 
ing  his  half  interest  in  the  “Clarion  Democrat,”  of 
which  he  later  became  the  sole  owner,  in  exchange 
for  the  “Jeffersonian  Democrat.”  Major  McMurray 
then  returned  to  Brookville,  and  edited  this  paper 
until  his  death  in  September,  1920,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  His  sons,  Harry  and  Archie  J.  McMur¬ 
ray,  who  had  been  his  partners  in  the  concern,  in¬ 
herited  the  business,  but  the  older  son,  Harry,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  died  in  January, 
1921,  leaving  his  share  to  his  two  sons,  John  J.  and 
H.  E.  McMurray.  On  March  1,  1921,  their  uncle 
sold  them  his  interest,  and  they  have  since  owned 
this  historic-  publication.  In  the  ten  years  of  its 
present  ownership  the  paper  has  materially  increased 
its  circulation,  and  its  advertising  department  has 
grown  in  a  most  gratifying  manner.  Its  announced 
size  is  eight  pages,  but  not  more  than  two  or  three 
issues  a  year  keep  within  that  size.  Ordinarily  it  has 
ten  pages,  while  twelve  and  fourteen-page  issues  are 
no  novelty,  and  over  a  period  of  four  or  five  weeks 
preceding  the  Christmas  season  it  ranges  anywhere 
from  sixteen  to  twenty  pages. 
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John  Jacob  McMurray  was  born  at  Brookville, 
Jefferson  County,  May  31,  1894,  a  son  of  the  late 
Harry  and  Jessie  (Leibengood)  McMurray,  both 
natives  of  Jefferson  County.  His  father,  as  has 
already  related,  was  a  printer  and  publisher  and  half 
owner  of  the  “Jeffersonian  Democrat.”  He  died  on 
January  20,  1921.  Mr.  McMurray’s  mother  died  on 
September  3,  1903.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  McMurray 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Claire  Kath¬ 
erine,  who  married  Joseph  N.  Henderson  of  Kittan¬ 
ning.  2.  John  Jacob,  of  whom  further.  3.  Harry 
Eugene,  who  now  shares  with  his  older  brother  the 
ownership  and  management  of  the  “Jeffersonian 
Democrat,”  being  in  charge  of  its  mechanical  de¬ 
partment.  Harry  Eugene  McMurray  married  on  Octo¬ 
ber  3,  1914,  Agnes  Black,  a  native  of  Butler,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Harry,  now 
deceased;  James  W.;  Jerome;  Martha  Jean;  Bruce 
Alexander ;  and  Donald  McMurray,  the  last  five 
mentioned  all  attending  school. 

Having  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Brookville,  Mr.  McMurray  was  graduated  from 
the  local  high  school  in  1912  and  then  followed  the 
engineering  profession  and  more  particularly  civil 
engineering  until  1918.  In  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  Army  and  was  attached  to  the 
308th  Aerial  Squadron.  At  the  close  of  the  World 
War  Mr.  McMurray  became  a  linotype  operator,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  to  work  for  two  years. 
He  then  resumed  his  work  as  a  civil  engineer  for  one 
year.  Following  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1921,  Mr. 
McMurray,  together  with  his  younger  brother,  Harry 
Eugene  McMurray,  bought  out  the  half  interest  of 
their  uncle,  A.  J.  McMurray,  in  the  “Jeffsonian 
Democrat.”  Since  then  the  two  brothers  have  been 
the  sole  owners  of  this  newspaper,  Mr.  McMurray 
himself  serving  as  editor  and  his  brother  as  manager 
of  the  mechanical  department.  Mr.  McMurray  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  American  Legion  and  the  Masonic  Order, 
in  which  latter  he  belongs  to  the  various  bodies  up 
to  and  including  the  Coudersport  Consistory,  as  well 
as  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Altoona.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


CHARLES  W.  ELLENBERGER— In  the  school 
system  of  Brookville,  Pennsylvania,  Charles  W.  Ellen¬ 
berger  fills  a  place  of  importance  and  worth,  being 
superintendent  and  principal  of  the  local  educational 
organization.  To  this  office  he  was  elected  in  1929, 
after  other  valuable  work  in  the  teaching  field  in 
different  Pennsylvania  communities;  and  his  back¬ 
ground  of  experience  and  his  record  of  achievement 
in  this  place  mark  him  as  a  man  among  men. 

Mr.  Ellenberger  was  born  in  Armstrong  County, 
October  22,  1896,  son  of  George  W.  and  Florinda 
(Yarger)  Ellenberger,  both  natives  of  this  county. 
The  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  April  13, 
1930;  and  the  mother  lives  in  the  old  family  home  in 
Armstrong  County.  They  had  eight  children :  1  David 
L.,  of  Clarion  County.  2.  Vanie,  who  became  the  wife 
of  R.  C.  Orr,  of  Armstrong  County.  3.  Jane,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Hallman,  of  Rural  Valley, 
Pennsylvania.  4.  Mary,  the  widow  of  Jesse  Wamp¬ 
ler,  of  Summerville,  Pennsylvania.  5.  Tessie  E.,  the 
widow  of  L.  J.  Detrick,  of  Clarion  County.  6.  Olive, 
the  wife  of  W.  F.  Fox,  of  New  Bethlehem,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  7.  Dessie,  the  wife  of  D.  M.  Good,  of  Day- 
ton,  Pennsylvania.  8.  Charles  W.,  of  this  review. 

_  Charles  W.  Ellenberger  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Armstrong  County,  and 


later  studied  at  the  Clarion  Normal  Preparatory 
School  and  the  Clarion  Normal  School  of  Clarion 
College.  Going  to  Juniata  College,  he  was  graduated 
in  1928,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In 
1932  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
Columbia  University,  where  he  had  pursued  post¬ 
graduate  w'ork.  For  seven  years  Mr.  Ellenberger 
taught  in  the  schools  of  Armstrong  County,  and 
served  as  elementary  school  principal.  Then,  coming 
to  Brookville  in  1928,  he  taught  mathematics;  and 
in  1929,  was  elected  superintendent  and  principal. 

Though  his  position  has  kept  him  constantly  busy, 
as  has  all  his  teaching  work  in  different  quarters, 
he  has  taken  time  for  participation  in  the  general 
affairs  of  Brookville.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pine- 
crest  Country  Club;  and  his  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Evangelical  Church.  In  all  his  wrork  and 
all  the  varied  activities  of  his  career,  Mr.  Ellenberger 
has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  advance  the  best 
interests  of  his  community  and  his  fellowmen;  and, 
as  a  result,  the  position  that  he  holds  is  one  of  respect 
and  esteem 

Charles  W.  Ellenberger  married,  on  August  20, 
1931,  Mary  Catherine  McIntyre,  a  native  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County. 


HIRAM  H.  BROSIUS — For  more  than  half  a 
century,  Hiram  H.  Brosius  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Brookville,  Jefferson  County.  He 
has  occupied  the  same  offices  during  this  entire  pe¬ 
riod  and  in  his  very  successful  career  has  risen  to  a 
position  of  continuing  prominence  in  the  life  of  this 
section,  enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem  of  its  people. 

Mr.  Brosius  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  on 
September  18,  1851,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Christiana 
(Shoemaker)  Brosius.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Northumberland  County,  was  a  farmer  and  lumber¬ 
man  by  occupation.  The  mother  was  born  in  Lan¬ 
caster  County. 

Hiram  H.  Brosius  was  the  sixth  child  in  a  family 
of  twelve.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
Pennsylvania  public  schools,  attended  academy  in 
Jefferson  and  Clarion  counties,  Pennsylvania,  and 
later  spent  one  year  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio.  Hav¬ 
ing  meanwhile  determined  upon  a  legal  career,  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Jenks  and 
Clark  in  Brookville,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on 
April  5,  1880.  In  the  same  year  he  began  practice 
here,  renting  offices  at  No.  21 1  Main  Street,  Brook¬ 
ville,  which  have  since  been  the  headquarters  for  all 
his  legal  work.  Mr.  Brosius  quickly  won  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  those  who  came  to  consult  him  and  with 
the  passing  years  built  up  a  large  and  substantial 
practice  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  himself  with 
the  highest  credit.  He  is  a  director  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Brookville.  Mr.  Brosius  has  also  entered 
the  field  of  public  life,  serving  several  years  as  a 
school  director,  several  terms  on  the  town  council, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legis¬ 
lature  in  1913  and  again  in  1915.  He  has  met  all  the 
obligations  of  good  citizenship  and  is  known  as  a 
man  of  commendable  public  spirit,  taking  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  interest  in  worthy  community  movements 
making  for  advance  and  progress.  He  is  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  one  of  its  trustees. 

On  December  1,  1880,  Hiram  H.  Brosius  married 
Alary  Graham,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Alatilda 
(Gordon)  Graham.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Lewis  Gordon,  a  graduate  of  Princeton  University. 
He  is  also  an  attorney  and  has  now  taken  over 
much  of  the  active  work  connected  with  his  father’s 
practice. 
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HON.  NATHAN  L.  STRONG— In  public  life, 
Nathan  L.  Strong  has  accomplished  much  work  of 
value  to  Pennsylvania,  his  native  State,  and  to  Brook- 
ville,  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  has  held 
a  number  o£  posts  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and 
has  many  times  been  elected  to  the  United  States 
Congress  to  represent  his  district. 

Mr.  Strong  was  born  at  Summerville,  Jefferson 
County,  on  November  12,  1859,  son  of  Frederick  J. 
and  Roxie  (Wolcott)  Strong.  His  father,  Frederick 
J.  Strong,  was  born  April  4,  1825,  and  died  June  21, 
1912;  and  the  mother,  born  August  21,  1827,  died 
August  13,  1906.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  though  he  came  as  a  young  man  to  Sum¬ 
merville,  where  he  was  a  merchant,  and  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  the  postmaster.  The  mother  was  born  in 
this  State.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
1.  John  H.,  deceased.  2.  Sarah,  deceased.  3.  Adelia, 
deceased.  4.  Mary,  also  deceased.  5.  Nathan  L.,  of 
further  mention.  6.  Rev.  George  W.,  of  Gansvoort, 
New  York.  7.  A  girl,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  the  public  schools,  Nathan  L.  Strong  received 
his  early  formal  education;  and  for  sixteen  years 
he  was  a  telegraph  operator.  During  that  period 
he  read  law,  preparing  himself  for  a  professional 
career,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  March  3, 
1891.  His  admission  to  the  Superior  Court  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  came  on  March  22,  1897,  and  that  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  on  March  3,  1925. 
From  1895  to  1901  he  was  district  attorney  for  Jef¬ 
ferson  County;  and  then,  from  1901  to  1916,  was 
engaged  in  a  quite  different  type  of  work,  that  of 
developing  mineral  lands  in  Jefferson  and  Armstrong 
counties,  which,  incidentally,  brought  about  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  railroad  through  this  congressional  district. 

In  the  fall  of  1916,  Mr.  Strong  was  elected  a  Rep¬ 
resentative  to  the  Sixty-fifth  Congress  which  con¬ 
vened  March  4,  1917,  and  thereafter  was  continued 
in  office  by  repeated  reelection,  serving  in  all  con¬ 
gresses  up  to  and  including  the  seventy-second  Con¬ 
gress.  He  has  served  the  people  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Congressional  District  faithfully  and  well  in 
the  lower  department  of  the  national  lawmaking  body. 
His  majority,  when  elected  to  the  sixty-fifth  Con¬ 
gress,  was  6,951;  and  his  majority  in  the  election 
for  the  seventy-first  Congress  was  36,435.  In  the 
years  since  March  4,  1919,  he  has  been  continuously 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  rivers  and  harbors, 
and  has  served  well  in  this  capacity. 

Active,  too,  in  business  and  industrial  circles,  Mr. 
Strong  is  a  director  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Shawmut 
Railroad,  a  director  of  the  Brookville  Title  and  Trust 
Company,  vice-president  of  the  People’s  Bank  of 
Ford  City,  president  of  the  Jefferson  County  Agri¬ 
cultural  Association,  president  of  the  Mohawk  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  president  of  the  Lake  Erie-Allegheny 
River  Canal  Association,  and  president  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  River  Improvement  Association.  He  is  also 
a  trustee  of  the  Brookville  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society 
of  New  York,  and  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  He 
belongs  also  to  the  Kittanning  Country  Club,  and  the 
Pinecrest  Country  Club,  of  Brookville. 

Prominent  in  fraternal  life,  he  belongs  to  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  the 
Masonic  Order  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  member 
of  Coudersport  Consistory,  and  a  life  member  of 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh.  In  his  own  life,  Mr. 


Strong  has  lived  well  up  to  the  traditions  of  a  fine 
ancestry.  One  of  his  forebears  was  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  many  of  them  have 
been  prominent  in  Pennsylvania  and  American  life. 

Nathan  L.  Strong  married,  on  June  27,  1883, 
Mary  S.  Bowersox,  of  Clearfield.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  two  children:  1.  Agnes  Vera,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Harold  Leroy,  also  deceased. 


WILLIAM  LINCOLN  INGERSOLL— A  varied 

career,  all  of  it  having  to  do  with  one  branch  or 
another  of  public  life  or  service,  has  well  fitted  Wil¬ 
liam  Lincoln  Ingersoll  for  the  position  that  he  holds 
today,  that  of  editor  of  the  Brookville  “American,” 
one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  this  region  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  was  born  at  Williamsport,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1891,  son  of  Frederick  H.  and  Josephine 
(Lincoln)  Ingersoll,  both  natives  of  New  York.  His 
father  came,  in  1880,  to  Williamsport,  as  a  stationary 
engineer  and  part  owner  of  a  lumber  camp;  he  died 
on  February  12,  1926,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  The  mother  passed  away  on  December  24, 
1930.  They  had  four  children:  1.  Charles,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Frederick,  also  deceased.  3.  William  L., 
of  this  review.  4.  Howard,  of  Philadelphia.  By  a 
previous  marriage  to  Sarah  Brannon,  Frederick  H. 
Ingersoll  had  children:  1.  Clarence,  of  Williamsport. 
2.  Guy,  of  Philadelphia.  3.  Inez,  the  wife  of  Peter 
Grobe,  of  Williamsport. 

After  receiving  his  elementary  schooling,  William 
L.  Ingersoll  attended  high  school  at  Williamsport, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1911;  and  then  he 
studied  at  Potts  Shorthand  College,  after  which  he 
went  to  Big  Run  as  a  stenographer  with  the  Wil¬ 
liam  Irvin  Company  tannery  and  lumber  mills.  His 
next  removal  was  to  East  Palestine,  Ohio,  where  he 
became  assistant  purchasing  agent  for  the  McGraw 
Tire  and  Rubber  Company,  remaining  there  six 
years.  Then,  for  one  year,  he  was  welfare  director 
and  manager  of  their  clubhouse. 

His  first  publishing  venture  was  with  the  “Rub¬ 
ber  Leaf  Monthly,”  which  he  conducted  for  a  year, 
following  which  he  was  with  the  Mesta  Machine 
Company,  at  Pittsburgh,  as  advertising  manager. 
Then,  taking  up  work  with  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  at  Watertown,  New  York,  and  In¬ 
diana,  Pennsylvania,  he  so  continued  until  he  started 
a  newspaper  at  Big  Run,  in  Jefferson  County,  where 
he  remained  until  1926.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Brookville,  Jefferson  County,  as  editor  and  manager 
of  the  “American,”  a  Republican  paper  which  was 
organized  in  1918  by  a  corporation  of  Pennsylvania 
men. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  has  consistently  proven,  by  his  es¬ 
pousal  of  worth  while  civic  projects  and  his  par¬ 
ticipation  in  community  life,  his  intense  public  inter¬ 
ests;  and  he  has  used  both  the  columns  of  his  paper 
and  his  own  personal  influence  to  advance  worthy 
causes.  He  has  been  primarily  occupied  with  his 
newspaper  work,  and  so  has  found  little  time  for 
social  and  fraternal  life,  though  he  is  widely  ac¬ 
quainted  in  his  community.  His  church  is  the  Pres¬ 
byterian.  In  all  his  work  and  all  his  varied  activ¬ 
ities,  he  has  done  everything  in  his  power  for  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  best  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens; 
and  his  labors  have  been  substantially  rewarded  by 
the  esteem  of  those  around  him. 

William  L.  Ingersoll  married,  March  23,  1913, 
Tina  McCown,  of  Jefferson  County.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  have  been  four  children:  William  Mc¬ 
Cown,  Robert  Francis,  Gwenda  Jean  and  Eloise. 
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BURR  L.  VAN  De  BOE— Active  in  the  affairs 
of  Potter  County,  of  which  he  is  a  native  and  has 
been  practically  a  lifelong  resident,  Burr  L.  Van  De 
Boe  is  esteemed  in  this  county,  and  especially  in  the 
community  of  Coudersport,  where  he  lives,  by  all 
whose  privilege  it  is  to  know  him.  An  experienced 
farmer,  he  has  served  for  many  years  as  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  county  farm,  a  position  in  which  he  has 
rendered  valuable  service;  and  he  has  been  nominated 
for  the  office  of  sheriff  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Van  De  Boe  was  born  on  September  10,  1875, 
in  Potter  County,  son  of  Carmi  D.  and  Ida  (Grover) 
Van  De  Boe.  His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation 
who  is  now  retired  from  the  active  endeavors  of  his 
busy  career,  is  a  native  of  New  York  State;  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  Potter  County,  this  State.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Burr  L., 
of  this  review.  2.  Charles,  an  attorney-at-law  at 
Shinglehouse,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Major  De  G.,  of 
Harrisburg,  veteran  of  the  World  War. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  Potter  County, 
Burr  L.  Van  De  Boe  received  his  early  education; 
and  he  also  attended  schools  in  Baltimore,  and  Phila¬ 
delphia.  For  twelve  years  thereafter  he  was  a  travel¬ 
ing  salesman;  and  from  1909  to  1912  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  as  superintendent  of  the  Potter  County 
Home  farm.  To  this  post  he  was  reappointed  in  1926 
and  then  he  held  it  until  January  1,  1932.  Mr.  Van 
De  Boe  was  elected  high  sheriff  of  Potter  County 
in  November,  1931,  taking  office  on  January  1,  1932, 
for  a  term  of  four  years. 

Interested  in  fraternal  and  social  life  as  well  as 
in  the  business  and  agricultural  interests  of  Potter 
County,  Mr.  Van  De  Boe  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  has  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Burr  L.  Van  De  Boe  married,  on  September  10, 
1896,  Edith  Rexford.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  two  children;  1.  Rexford  C.,  now  a  resident  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Ruth  R.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Leon  A.  Gee,  of  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York. 


SAMUEL  N.  DAGUE,  M.  D. — A  native  and  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Washington  County,  Dr.  Samuel  N. 
Dague  devoted  his  active  career  to  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  the  service  of  the  people  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  section  in  the  great  warfare  of  science 
against  sickness  and  suffering.  As  a  young  physician, 
he  established  himself  at  Houston,  which  was  always 
afterwards  to  be  his  home,  and  with  the  passing  years 
he  grew  into  the  respect  and  love  of  his  neighbors 
and  fellow-citizens. 

Dr.  Dague  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  of 
his  family  in  North  Bethlehem  Township,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  on  December  19,  1875.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  H.  and  Jane  Elizabeth  (Nicholls)  Dague  and  a 
descendant  of  a  family  which  was  originally  seated  in 
Germany,  where  the  name  of  the  family  was  spelled 
Tage.  About  the  year  1765,  three  brothers  of  the 
family  came  to  America.  The  voyage  was  featured 
by  a  lively  religious  discussion  among  the  passengers, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  brothers  so  strongly  dis¬ 
agreed  that  when  they  landed  on  American  soil  they 
separated  and  never  met  again.  The  founder  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  was  Frederick  Dague,  who  lived 
for  a  time  in  Maryland,  where  he  married  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  farm.  Later,  carrying  his  twin  sons,  one  on 
each  side  of  a  pack  sack  on  on  the  back  of  a  mule,  he 
crossed  with  his  family  to  Pennsylvania.  In  1776  he 


received  a  grant  by  patent  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  for  four  hundred  and  forty-three  acres 
of  land  in  South  Pigeon  Creek,  paying  the  State 
thirty-three  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  nine  pence. 
This  farm,  which  he  called  High  Germany,  passed  to 
his  son,  John  Dague,  Sr.,  and  from  him  to  grandson 
and  great-grandson,  John  Dague,  Jr.,  and  John  H. 
Dague,  father  of  Dr.  Samuel  N.  Dague. 

John  H.  Dague  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in 
North  Bethlehem  Township,  February  16,  1843,  and 
died  on  December  16,  1923,  within  two  months  of  the 
completion  of  his  eighty-second  year.  His  entire  life 
was  spent  on  the  family  farm,  which  he  inherited  and 
operated,  and  he  became  a  well-known  figure  in  local 
affairs.  He  married,  on  December  5,  1867,  Jane 
Elizabeth  Nicholls,  born  March  16,  1850,  daughter  of 
Samuel  F.  and  Rachel  (Downey)  Nicholls,  the  latter 
a  Baptist  clergyman’s  daughter.  The  grandfather  of 
Jane  Elizabeth  Nicholls  was  Sampson  Nicholls,  born 
in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1752.  He  came  to 
America  in  1770  on  a  visit  and  was  so  greatly  in 
sympathy  with  the  colonist  cause  that  with  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Revolution,  he  entered  the  Continental 
Army,  serving  with  the  patriot  troops  for  seven 
years.  He  was  an  ensign  with  a  detachment  of 
eighty-six  men.  Later  he  figured  in  the  Whiskey 
Rebellion,  managed  a  pack  train  for  a  time  and  finally 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Washington  County,  where  he 
died  as  the  result  of  an  accident.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Falconer.  Jane  Elizabeth  (Nicholls)  Dague 
died  on  December  17,  1923. 

Samuel  N.  Dague,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
record,  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  North  Bethlehem  Township,  and 
subsequently  entered  Pennsylvania  State  Normal 
School  at  California,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1895.  In  the  same  year  he  became  principal  of  the 
Reynoldtown  schools,  and  served  in  that  position  for 
two  years  thereafter,  acquiring  the  funds  necessary 
to  complete  his  higher  education.  At  the  end  of  the 
two  years  he  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  and  was  there  graduated  in  1901  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Meanwhile,  during  the 
summers,  he  continued  to  work  on  the  home  farm. 
For  a  year  after  his  graduation  from  Washington  and 
Jefferson  he  was  supervising  principal  of  the  Smith 
Township  schools,  and  then  entered  the  Medical 
School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
received  his  professional  training,  being  graduated  in 
1907  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
served  his  interneship  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  at  Pittsburgh  and  in  the  Children’s  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Philadelphia,  after  which  he  came  directly 
to  Houston  to  begin  the  active  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  In  this  community  he  was  immediately  suc¬ 
cessful,  winning  the  complete  confidence  of  its  people 
and  building  up  the  large  and  flourishing  practice  to 
which  he  ministered  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
Quite  apart  from  his  professional  services,  he  became 
an  influential  figure  in  Houston  life  and  took  a  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  community  activities.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  local  school  board  and  its  president  for  sev¬ 
eral  terms.  He  was  affiliated  fraternally  with  Cannons- 
burg  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
in  politics  was  a  Republican.  During  the  World 
War,  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  local  Draft  Board 
(District  No.  3),  and  was  chief  medical  examiner 
for  the  board  in  this  district.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  First  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Houston. 
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On  March  31,  1908,  at  Eighty-Four,  Washington 
County,  Samuel  N.  Dague  married  Bessie  Emery, 
daughter  of  James  and  Blanche  (Spear)  Emery,  and 
a  member  of  a  family  which  has  been  established  in 
Washington  County  for  more  than  a  century.  The 
American  progenitor  was  Walter  Emery,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  the  closing  years  of 
the  eighteenth  century  and  became  a  pioneer  citizen  at 
Cannonsburg,  where  he  lost  his  life  in  1813  while  help¬ 
ing  others  in  an  attempt  to  save  the  bridge  from  being 
swept  away  during  a  sudden  freshet.  James  Emery, 
Mrs.  Dague’s  father,  was  born  in  Somerset  Township, 
Washington  County,  on  October  27,  1849,  a  son  of 
Dr.  Boyd  and  Anna  (Graham)  Emery.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  Dormont.  Blanche  (Spear) 
Emery,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Peters  Township, 
Washington  County,  on  August  4,  1853,  and  died  on 
July  12,  1909.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  E.  and 
Mariah  (Callahan)  Spear,  both  members  of  old 
Washington  County  families.  Mrs.  Dague,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  California, 
was  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Washington  County 
for  nine  years  before  her  marriage.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Houston 
and  has  been  active  in  various  spheres  of  women’s 
interest  in  the  community. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dague  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Russell  C.,  born  January  10,  1910.  2. 

Blanche  Elizabeth,  born  December  19,  1913.  3.  John 

E.,  born  November  27,  1917,  died  on  December  1, 
1917*  4-  Samuel  Emery,  born  February  20,  1922, 

died  on  June  10,  1925,  when  he  was  struck  by  a  pass¬ 
ing  automobile  in  front  of  his  home. 

Dr.  Dague  died  on  July  2,  1932.  Active  until  the 
last  in  the  duties  of  his  profession,  he  was  still  in 
the  prime  of  life  when  he  was  taken  and  his  death 
came  as  a  severe  shock  to  the  community  which  he 
had  faithfully  served  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His 
thorough  training  and  native  ability  won  him  a  con¬ 
spicuous  position  in  his  profession,  but  it  was  his  con¬ 
stant  devotion  to  the  finest  ideals  of  service,  his 
benevolence  to  the  poor  and  his  kindness  to  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  which  brought  him  in  so 
large  a  measure  the  affection  and  regard  of  this 
community. 


CHARLES  EVERLY  PHILLIPS  — A  lifelong 
resident  of  California,  Pennsylvania,  and  for  many 
years  a  leading  member  of  the  Washington  County 
bar,  Charles  Everly  Phillips  attained  a  high  degree 
of  prominence  in  his  chosen  profession.  He  enjoyed 
a  fine  reputation  among  lawyers  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  his  services  were  consulted  by  many 
important  interests. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  California  on  May  31, 
1869,  only  son  of  David  P.  and  Frances  C.  (Luce) 
Phillips.  His  father,  who  owned  and  operated  a 
brick  yard  at  California,  was  born  in  Fayette  City, 
Pennsylvania,  on  May  19,  1841,  and  died  in  California 
on  December  14,  1913.  Frances  C.  (Luce)  Phillips, 
his  wife,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania 
on  March  10,  1846  and  died  in  February,  1920. 

Charles  Everly  Phillips  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and 
following  completion  of  the  high  school  course  en¬ 
tered  California  State  Teachers  College,  of  which 
he  was  a  graduate.  Subsequently,  for  three  years,  lie 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict.  He  had  decided,  however,  upon  a  legal  career 
and  with  the  funds  thus  secured  matriculated  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  from 


which  he  was  graduated  with  the  legal  degree.  On 
November  28,  1904,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Washington  County,  and  immediately  thereafter  be¬ 
gan  the  active  practice  which  he  continued  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Phillips  quickly  won  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  this  city  and  with  the 
passing  years  built  up  a  prosperous  practice.  He 
possessed  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  phases  of  legal 
theory  and  in  addition  to  his  legal  scholarship 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  problems  submitted  to  him 
a  keen  and  active  mind  and  a  powerful  faculty  of 
analysis.  He  was  both  a  brilliant  trial  lawyer  and 
a  wise  counsellor.  Mr.  Phillips  was  attorney  for 
many  prominent  interests  and  individuals  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  including  the  Peoples  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  California,  of  which  he  was  also  a  director. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Washington  County  Bar 
Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association, 
and  always  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  finest  ideals 
of  his  profession. 

Apart  from  his  professional  connections,  Mr.  Phil¬ 
lips  was  especially  active  in  the  Masonic  Order, 
being  a  member  of  California  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  a  member  of  all  higher  bodies, 
including  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  was  also 
affiliated  with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  while 
in  religious  faith  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Phillips  was  a  citizen  of  fine 
public  spirit,  always  willing  to  do  his  part  in  the 
advancement  of  worthy  community  projects.  He  was 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  possessed  a  wide 
circle  of  close  personal  friends. 

On  March  20,  1923,  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  Charles 
Everly  Phillips  married  Margaret  Ann  Taylor,  who 
was  born  in  Findlay  on  September  19,  1883,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Almond  and  Alice  (Uccey)  Taylor.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  on  De¬ 
cember  12,  1848,  and  died  at  Findlay  on  October  30, 
1917.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on 
December  31,  1853,  and  died  on  March  11,  1913. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  became  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Hilda  Mae,  born  in  1924. 

Mr.  Phillips  died  at  Washington  on  November  23, 
1931,  following  an  illness  of  several  weeks,  in  his 
sixty-third  year.  His  death  was  a  serious  loss  to 
the  Washington  County  bar,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  members  and  was  a  source 
of  the  deepest  regret  to  all  who  knew  him.  He 
numbered  among  his  friends  the  leaders  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County  life  who  joined  with  the  public  at  large 
to  mourn  his  loss. 


EDWARD  J.  DURBIN — Engaged  in  newspaper 
publication  work  and  in  job  printing  at  Brockway, 
Jefferson  County,  Edward  J.  Durbin  has  given  his 
time  and  attention  to  these  projects  since  1922  when 
he  bought  the  weekly  newspaper  known  as  the 
Brockway  “Record”  and  its  allied  printing  business. 
He  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  promotion  of  his 
community’s  interests;  and  his  position  today  is  one 
of  leadership  and  esteem  in  this  region. 

Mr.  Durbin  was  born  in  Lykens,  Dauphin  County, 
on  February  9,  1S68,  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Voorhees)  Durbin.  His  father  was  a  miner  and  a 
merchant;  but  now  both  parents  are  deceased.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  1.  Newton,  of  Rochester, 
New  York.  2.  Louise,  now  deceased.  3.  Edward  J., 
of  whom  further.  4.  Arthur  J.,  secretary  of  the  Inter- 
church  Federation,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  5.  Lydia, 
the  widow  of  John  Trotman,  of  Williamstown,  Penn- 
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sylvania.  6.  Irene,  now  deceased.  7.  Annie,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  8.  Joseph,  of  Rochester,  New  York. 

Edward  J.  Durbin  received  what  was  chiefly  a 
practical  education,  having  attended  school  only  until 
he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  then  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  tailoring  business,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  forty-two  years.  In  1922  he  bought  the 
printing  plant  at  Brockway,  which  he  now  oper¬ 
ates,  along  with  the  Brockway  “Record.”  The  paper 
has  a  good  circulation;  and  his  job  printing  busi¬ 
ness  is  an  extensive  one. 

Mr.  Durbin  has  consistently  taken  an  interest,  too, 
in  civic  and  social  affairs,  having  served  as  the 
treasurer  of  Brockway  Borough.  For  twenty-one 
years  he  was  chief  of  the  fire  department  here,  ren¬ 
dering  valuable  service  to  his  community  in  this 
capacity.  On  June  28,  1932,  the  United  States  Sen¬ 
ate  confirmed  President  Hoover’s  appointment  of  Mr. 
Durbin  as  postmaster  of  Brockway,  the  latter  having 
previously  served  for  some  time  as  acting  postmaster. 
He  is  active,  too,  in  fraternal  affairs,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  in  this 
order,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Lancas¬ 
ter,  New  York;  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Buffalo, 
New  York;  the  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas¬ 
ters  and  the  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  at 
Ridgway,  Pennsylvania;  the  Consistory  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  at  Coudersport;  and  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine 
at  Altoona.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  at  Brockway  and  of  the  United  States 
Civil  Legion.  Mr.  Durbin’s  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Into  all  his 
activities  and  into  the  work  of  his  career  he  has 
consistently  put  his  best  energies;  and  his  position 
today  is  one  of  very  high  regard  and  esteem  in 
Brockway  and  wherever  he  is  known. 

Edward  J.  Durbin  married,  October  22,  1890,  Rose 
Chillcott,  of  Brockway.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  three  children:  1.  William,  now  deceased.  2. 
Wesley,  now  deceased.  3.  Ralph,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  printing  and  publishing  busi¬ 
ness  in  Brockway. 


DAVID  MORGAN  HERTZOG— A  practicing 
lawyer  in  Uniontown,  David  Morgan  Hertzog  has 
richly  contributed  to  the  well-being  and  advancement 
of  his  native  State  of  Pennsylvania,  not  alone  by  his 
legal  work,  but  through  his  influence  and  his  civic 
and  religious  work  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Hertzog  is  a  member  of  an  old  and  honored 
family,  which  came  originally  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  The  first  of  the 
name  on  record  is  Andrew  Hertzog;  but  since  his 
time,  members  of  the  house  have  become  prominent 
in  different  regions,  especially  in  Fayette  County,  this 
State.  Andrew,  the  founder  of  the  line,  came  from 
eastern  Pennsylvania  about  1786;  he  lived  for  a  time 
in  Lancaster  County,  where  some  of  his  children 
were  born,  but  later  removed  to  Springhill  Town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  County,  where  he  farmed  until  his 
death.  His  son,  George  Hertzog,  was  born  in  Lan¬ 
caster  County,  and,  after  spending  his  childhood 
there,  became  a  gunsmith,  a  farmer,  and  a  man  of 
affairs  in  Springhill  Township,  Fayette  County, 
whither  he  came  early  in  life  with  his  parents  and 
remained  until  his  death  on  September  1,  1849;  he 
was  a  devout  Baptist,  a  member  of  Mount  Moriah 
Baptist  Church,  at  Smithfield;  he  married  Margaret 
Morgan.  Their  son,  John,  was  the  father  of  David 
M.  Hertzog. 


John  Hertzog  was  born  in  Springhill  Township, 
Fayette  County,  on  February  11,  1806,  and  died  July 
24,  1870.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  learned  the 
tanner's  trade,  later  became  a  farmer,  and  so  con¬ 
tinued  till  death,  a  substantial  member  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  left  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  that 
has  since  his  death  been  conducted  by  his  sons,  John 
A.  and  George  J.  Hertzog.  He  was  a  member  of 
Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church,  and  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views.  Active  as  he  was  in  local  affairs, 
however,  he  never  sought  public  office,  though  he  did 
serve  for  many  years  on  the  township  school  board. 
He  married,  on  March  23,  1843,  Margaret  (Hertzog) 
Hertzog,  born  in  Fayette  County,  December  24,  1811, 
died  November  17,  1891.  They  had  children:  1.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  now  deceased.  2.  George  J.,  now  deceased,  who 
became  a  farmer  in  Springhill  Township.  3.  John 
Andrew,  who  also  became  a  farmer  in  this  township. 
4.  David  Morgan,  of  further  mention.  5.  Margaret, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

The  man  whose  name  heads  this  biographical  re¬ 
view,  David  Morgan  Hertzog,  was  born  in  Spring¬ 
hill  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  the  family  had 
so  long  been  seated,  on  March  30,  1852.  He  has,  in 
his  own  life,  carried  on  the  fine  family  tradition 
established  in  this  region  by  his  great-grandfather, 
who  built  the  original  Springhill  Township  homestead, 
later  replaced,  during  the  life  of  George  Hertzog,  the 
grandfather,  by  a  more  commodious  loghouse.  But  it 
was  in  the  profession  of  law  that  he  was  destined 
to  make  a  place  for  himself  in  the  world,  as  he  has 
definitely  and  undeniably  done  in  Uniontown. 

He  received  his  earliest  formal  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  district,  afterward  con¬ 
tinuing  his  studies  at  the  California  Normal  School, 
at  California,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Mount  Union 
College.  Leaving  college,  he  taught  school  for  five 
years  in  Fayette  County,  and  for  two  years  in  the 
State  of  Indiana.  Then  came  an  opportunity  to  take 
up  the  study  of  law  and  so  to.  fulfil  an  ambition  that 
he  had  long  cherished.  He  began  his  reading  of  law 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Messrs.  Boyle  and  Mes- 
trezat,  both  of  whom  were  among  the  State’s  most 
distinguished  lawyers.  In  1878  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  none  the  less 
went  on  with  his  legal  studies,  going  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  to  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1879  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  Returning  to  Uniontown,  where  he  had  al¬ 
ready  been  admitted  to  practice  on  September  2,  1878, 
he  formed  now  a  partnership  with  Paoli  S.  Morrow; 
and  the  two  men  continued  in  partnership  together 
until  1890,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved.  Since  that 
time,  Mr.  Hertzog  has  been  engaged  in  his  own  inde¬ 
pendent  practice,  in  which  he  has  achieved  a  striking 
success. 

His  legal  work  extends  into  all  the  State  and  Fed¬ 
eral  courts ;  but  he  has  added  to  his  other  activities 
an  active  participation  in  business  affairs.  He  has 
large  investments  in  coal  lands  and  other  Fayette 
County  industries ;  was  chosen  the  first  president  of 
the  Second  National  Bank,  of  Uniontown,  when  it 
was  organized  in  1896,  and  is  still  serving  in  this 
office;  and  was  made,  some  time  ago,  a  trustee  of  the 
J.  V.  Thompson  bankruptcy.  The  Thompson  organi¬ 
zation — Mr.  Thompson  had  large  coal  industry  hold¬ 
ings — probably  involves  the  largest  amount  of  money 
ever  concerned  in  a  single  failure  in  business  in  this 
State.  The  figure  is  said  to  be  approximately  fifty 
million  dollars. 
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A  man  of  many  interests,  Mr.  Hertzog  has  by  no 
means  confined  his  energies  to  these  professional  and 
business  undertakings,  but  has  rather  extended  them 
into  many  branches  of  Uniontown  and  Pennsylvania 
life.  He  is,  in  his  political  views,  a  Democrat,  active 
in  the  councils  of  his  party  in  Fayette  County.  In 
1886  he  was  the  successful  candidate  for  the  office  of 
district  attorney  of  this  county,  a  position  in  which  his 
administraiton  was  of  the  same  businesslike  nature  as 
all  his  enterprises.  In  1889  he  was  elected  county  chair¬ 
man  of  the  campaign  that  submitted  to  the  people  the 
amendment  of  their  constitution  relating  to  liquor 
traffic;  and  so  it  was  that  he  directed  the  campaign 
that  gave  Fayette  County  an  unexpected  majority  of 
3,012  in  favor  of  the  amendment  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  liquor  in  this  State.  In  1896  Mr.  Hertzog  was  the 
unsuccessful  candidate  of  his  party  for  district  judge, 
though  he  reduced  a  former  Republican  majority  of 
two  thousand  votes  to  less  than  five  hundred. 

Mr.  Hertzog  has  long  been  active  in  religious  work, 
being  affiliated  with  Great  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  of 
Uniontown,  of  which  he  has  been  clerk  for  many 
years.  In  1880  he  was  chosen  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  of  this  parish,  an  office  that  he  has 
consistently  held  since  then,  a  period  of  more  than 
fifty  years  and  a  record  of  which  he  may  well  be 
proud.  In  1888  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Union- 
town  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  is  still 
continuing  in  this  capacity.  He  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  a  trustee  of  the  Monongahela  Baptist 
Association,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Shakespeare 
Club.  His  work  in  these  varied  groups  has,  from  the 
outset  of  his  career,  been  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  Uniontown  and  its  institutions  and 
people,  incidentally  placing  him  in  a  place  of  leader¬ 
ship  that  brings  honor  to  him  and  benefit  to  the  city. 

David  Morgan  Hertzog  married,  on  November  11, 
1886,  Emma  Sims,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
William  and  Naomi  (Conner)  Sims,  of  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Hertzog’ s  home  was  in  Concord, 
where  Mr.  Sims  was  a  farmer.  She  was,  until  her 
death,  a  woman  highly  respected  and  admired  in 
Uniontown,  where  her  fine  literary  tastes  and  public 
spirit,  manifest  especially  in  her  work  as  an  organizer 
of  the  Progress  Club,  of  which  she  was  president  in 
1912,  made  her  a  dearly  loved  member  of  her  com¬ 
munity.  Mrs.  Hertzog  passed  from  this  life  on  Octo¬ 
ber  21,  1915. 


STEWART  WILSON  GEHR— A  native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  Crawford  County,  Mr.  Gehr  has 
been  identified  with  banking  ever  since  his  graduation 
from  the  public  schools.  For  the  last  fourteen  years 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Conneaut  Lake,  Crawford  County,  of  which  he  is 
now  and  for  many  years  past  has  been  the  cashier. 
Mr.  Gehr  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  able  and 
most  successful  bankers  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  also  successfully  active  in  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness,  is  a  member  of  several  Masonic  organizations 
and  is  effectively  active  in  civic  and  religious  work. 

Stewart  Wilson  Gehr  was  born  in  Crawford 
County,  in  1888,  a  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Louella 
(Gehr)  Gehr,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  after 
leaving  school  entered  the  banking  business,  in  which 
he  has  continued  ever  since  then.  In  1907  he  came 
to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Conneaut  Lake,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  as  assistant  cashier.  In  1917  he  was 
elected  cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  has  continued  to 
serve  ever  since.  Though  Mr.  Gehr  has  always  given 


the  major  share  of  his  time  and  attention  to  his 
duties  at  the  First  National  Bank,  he  has  also  become 
interested  in  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  marked  success.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
local  school  board  and  its  vice-president.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  in  politics  he  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  For  many  years  prominently  active 
in  Masonic  affairs,  Mr.  Gehr  is  a  member  of  numer¬ 
ous  Masonic  bodies,  including  the  following:  Lines- 
ville  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  and  the  va¬ 
rious  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree,  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Lodge  of  Perfection  of 
Oil  City. 

Mr.  Gehr  married,  in  1921,  Rhetta  L.  Postlethwaite, 
of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Emma  (Kes- 
selring)  Postlethwaite.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehr  have  no 
children. 


WILLIAM  A.  LEROY— Since  1920,  William  A. 
Leroy  has  been  postmaster  at  Canonsburg,  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  rising  to  his  present  office  during 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  service  in  the  postal 
service  here.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Canonsburg 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  is  well  known 
throughout  Washington  County. 

Mr.  Leroy  was  born  at  Lesage,  West  Virginia, 
March  14,  1880,  a  son  of  Albert  and  Louise  (Rolfe) 
Leroy.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Philadelphia  and  of  Washington  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  beginning  his  active  career  as  a  farmer.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  at  Canonsburg.  At  the  time  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  however,  he  entered  the  army,  serv¬ 
ing  with  Company  G,  20th  Infantry,  and  Company  G, 
2d  United  States  Infantry.  He  enlisted  on  August 
15,  1900,  and  was  discharged  on  August  15,  1903, 
following  many  months’  active  service  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 

On  his  return  to  the  United  States  in  1903,  Mr. 
Leroy  entered  the  employ  of  the  Canonsburg  Steel 
and  Iron  Works,  remaining  for  about  a  year.  Then, 
in  July,  1904,  he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  Canons¬ 
burg  post  office,  and  since  that  time  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  postal  service  here,  rising  through  the 
merit  of  his  service  to  his  present  position  as  post¬ 
master.  Mr.  Leroy  was  appointed  assistant  post¬ 
master  on  February  1,  1917.  On  September  19,  1918, 
he  became  acting  postmaster,  and  on  March  11,  1920, 
was  appointed  postmaster.  Mr.  Leroy  is  well  quali¬ 
fied  by  experience  and  ability  for  the  office  he  now 
holds.  He  maintains  an  efficient  organization  and  ably 
serves  the  community,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
for  so  many  years. 

Apart  from  his  other  connections,  Mr.  Leroy  is 
affiliated  fraternially  with  Lodge,  No.  204,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  with  Post  No.  191,  Veterans  of  For¬ 
eign  Wars.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  faith,  being  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canonsburg. 

On  November  15,  1904,  at  Gnadenhutten,  Ohio, 
William  A.  Leroy  married  (first)  Rosa  E.  Milligan, 
who  was  born  in  Rush  Township,  Tuscarawas  County, 
Ohio,  June  20,  1879,  and  died  on  March  3,  1927.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  A.  Edgar  and  Caroline  (Schaffer) 
Milligan  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Leroy  married  (second)  on 
July  10,  1930,  at  Canonsburg,  Blanche  N.  Brown,  born 
at  Canonsburg,  August  23,  1885,  daughter  of  the  late 
Nevin  Brown  of  Canonsburg.  There  are  two  chil- 
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dren  of  the  first  marriage:  1.  Iva  Louise,  born  at 
Cannonsburg,  in  July,  1907.  2.  Arthur  Edgar,  born 

at  Canonsburg  on  July  3,  1910. 


ROBERT  H.  JEFFREY,  M.  D.  — In  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  Robert  H.  Jeffrey,  M.  D.,  has  per¬ 
formed  an  important  work  in  the  city  of  Uniontown, 
where  he  carries  on  his  professional  labors ;  and  his 
position  is  one  of  leadership  and  very  high  esteem 
among  his  fellowmen  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Dr.  Jeffrey  was  born  on  December  26,  1888,  in 
Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  James  J.  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Crawford)  Jeffrey;  and,  after  finishing  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  he  was  graduated 
from  Uniontown  High  School  in  1908.  At  Jeffer¬ 
son  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  he  prepared  for 
his  profession,  being  graduated  in  1912  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  An  interneship  of  one 
year’s  duration  at  Mercy  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  served 
under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  some  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania’s  finest  physicians,  completed  his  preparatory 
work,  so  that  he  was  able  to  establish  offices  for  the 
general  practice  of  medicine  in  Uniontown.  Here  he 
conducts  his  work  today,  carrying  it  forward  not  only 
through  service  to  his  own  private  clientele,  but  also 
by  affiliation  with  the  surgical  staff  of  Uniontown 
Hospital. 

In  June,  1917,  when  the  United  States  had  become 
a  party  to  the  World  War,  Dr.  Jeffrey  enlisted  in  the 
Army  Medical  Corps.  In  August  of  the  same  year 
he  went  overseas,  attached  to  the  British  Second 
Royal  Irish  Battalion.  From  September  6,  1917,  to 
March  21,  1918,  he  was  in  the  front  line  of  service; 
and  on  the  latter  date,  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy, 
after  which  he  was  held  prisoner  until  the  signing  of 
the  Armistice.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Dix  on 
January  18,  1919,  as  a  first  lieutenant. 

Since  then  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in 
medical  practice  in  Uniontown,  carrying  on  the  work 
that  he  had  begun  before  the  war ;  and  here  he  has 
been  repeatedly  honored  by  his  fellow-practitioners 
and  those  who  know  him,  in  recognition  of  his  pro¬ 
fessional  attainments  and  in  expression  of  their  con¬ 
fidence  in  him.  In  1925  Dr.  Jeffrey  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  County  Medical  Society ;  and  he  holds 
memberships  also  in  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  is  a  Fellow,  and  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society.  In  1930  he  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons.  These 
groups  furnish  him  an  opportunity  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  newest  professional  developments  and  to 
contribute  of  his  own  experience  in  the  general  ex¬ 
change  of  information  that  they  afford. 

Also  active  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  Dr.  Jeffrey 
is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in 
which  order  he  is  affiliated  with  Fayette  Lodge,  No. 
228;  Union  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Union- 
town  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Uniontown 
Lodge  of  Perfection ;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  in  1932,  the  Motor  Club,  the  American  Legion, 
the  Triangle  Club,  the  University  Club,  and  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  His  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church. 
Into  all  of  these  groups,  he  has  regularly  put  his 
best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of  devotion, 
with  the  result  that  he  is  highly  esteemed  and  re¬ 
spected  in  Uniontown  and  wherever  he  is  known,  and 
is  able  to  participate  most  helpfully  in  civic  affairs 


here.  He  maintains  his  medical  offices  in  the  Fayette 
Title  and  Trust  Building,  Uniontown. 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Jeffrey  married,  on  June  23,  1914, 
Elizabeth  Brooke ;  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Lucille  and  Robert  Brooke. 


JOSEPH  HOUGH  STRAWN— He  is  well  known 
among  the  business  men  of  Connellsville,  and  Dawson, 
Fayette  County,  which  have  been  the  scene  of  his  ac¬ 
tivities  during  most  of  his  career,  and  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  to  the  development  of  this  part  of 
the  State.  He  was  born  at  Dawson,  July  14,  1886, 
son  of  Martin  Elwell  and  Emma  Etta  (Hough) 
Strawn,  well  known  citizens  of  the  place.  The  senior 
Mr.  Strawn  is  a  banker,  and  interested  in  the  coal 
and  coke  business. 

Joseph  Hough  Strawn  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Dawson  and  Star  Junction,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  various  capacities  prior  to  1902  when  he 
became  assistant  postmaster  of  Star  Junction.  He 
served  in  the  post  office  until  1909,  and  a  year  later 
went  to  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  to  attend  the 
famous  Eastman  Business  College,  the  best  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States.  After  graduation,  Mr.  Strawn 
became  associated  with  his  father  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Star  Supply  Company,  general  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment  at  Star  Junction.  In  1913  he  accepted  the 
position  of  office  manager  for  the  E.  J.  Wilkins 
Company,  Gloversville,  New  York,  manufacturers  of 
leather  goods.  The  year  1922  stands  out  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  career  more  than  any  other,  for  in  this  year  Mr. 
Strawn  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Washington  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Run  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Star  Supply 
Company,  all  with  headquarters  in  Dawson.  About 
this  same  time  he  was  also  elected  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  Perryopolis,  Fayette  County. 
Mr.  Strawn  has  retained  all  the  official  positions  men¬ 
tioned  since  then;  and  since  1930  has  been  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 
Connellsville.  Such  in  brief  is  the  record  of  Mr. 
Strawn’s  business  career,  and  gives  no  hint,  other 
than  the  fact  that  wider  and  more  numerous  respon¬ 
sibilities  have  been  heaped  upon  him,  of  his  ability, 
skill  and  devotion  to  his  varied  business  enterprises. 
He  holds  high  rank  among  his  colleagues,  and  is 
held  in  esteem  and  affection  by  his  associates  and 
friends. 

Business  never  engaged  all  of  Mr.  Strawn’s  atten¬ 
tion  or  interest.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order,  both  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites, 
and  a  member  of  all  bodies  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  Recreation  he  finds  as  a  member  of  the 
Pleasant  Valley  Country  Club,  of  Connellsville.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Connellsville  Rotary  Club. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  communicant  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Dawson,  and  prominent  in  its 
work. 

On  December  27,  1916,  Mr.  Strawn  married  Marion 
N.  Briggs,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Alice  (West) 
Briggs  of  Gloversville,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Strawn  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Beverly 

Jean  Strawn,  born  April  3,  1921.  2.  Martin  Elwell 

Strawn,  born  February  13,  1923. 


JAMES  THOMAS  MOLTRUP — For  many  years 
a  manufacturer  of  steel  products  and  president  of  the 
Moltrup  Steel  Products  Company,  of  Beaver  Falls, 
Beaver  County,  James  Thomas  Moltrup  took  an  ac- 
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tive  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  city  and  State,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens.  His  was  a 
place  of  pronounced  leadership  among  all  who  knew 
him ;  and  not  only  was  he  honored  for  his  achieve¬ 
ments,  but  was  also  loved  for  his  delightful  personal 
qualities.  These  included  a  natural  kindliness  and 
generosity,  a  devotion  to  high  ideals  and  principles 
of  living,  and  a  fair-minded  spirit  that  was  manifest 
in  all  his  actions  and  attitudes.  His  career  was  emi¬ 
nently  useful,  though  directed  along  a  number  of 
different  lines  of  activity;  and  his  life  was  finely  and 
beautifully  lived. 

Mr.  Moltrup  was  born  at  Loudonville,  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  on  June  14,  1871,  son  of  James  Coul- 
ton  and  Abigail  (Russel)  Moltrup.  His  father,  an 
inventor,  devised  the  first  school  seat  which  combined 
desk  and  bench  in  one  structure  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  school  room.  It  was  in  the  public  schools  of 
Perryville,  Ohio,  that  James  Thomas  Moltrup,  of  this 
review,  received  his  early  education.  Completing  his 
high  school  studies,  he  began  early  to  learn  the  ma¬ 
chinist’s  trade,  serving  a  full  apprenticeship.  For 
ten  years  he  was  a  journeyman  machinist,  coming  in 
1888  to  Beaver  Falls,  where  he  was  employed  by  the 
Hartman  Steel  Company.  Later  he  became  associated 
with  the  Westinghouse  Airbrake  Company,  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  In  1897  he  came  once  again  to  Beaver  Falls, 
associating  himself  with  the  Standard  Gauge  Steel 
Company.  His  brothers,  the  late  William  and  Stephen 
Moltrup,  were  instrumental  in  the  organization  of 
this  enterprise;  and,  in  1903,  with  his  brothers,  he 
organized  the  Standard  Connecting  Rod  Company, 
with  J.  Thomas  Moltrup  as  manager  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  Stephen  Moltrup  as  treasurer.  Six  years 
later  this  organization  was  merged  with  the  Standard 
Gauge  Steel  Company,  in  which  Mr.  Moltrup  re¬ 
mained  a  large  stockholder,  and  of  which  he  was, 
until  1911,  the  manager.  In  January,  1914,  he  organ¬ 
ized  the  Moltrup  Steel  Products  Company,  of  which 
he  was  made  the  president,  so  continuing  until  his 
demise. 

The  formation  of  the  Standard  Gauge  Steel  Com¬ 
pany,  in  1892,  was  the  direct  outcome  of  Stephen 
Moltrup’s  invention  of  a  die.  Stephen  Moltrup,  like 
his  brother,  was  a  native  of  Loudonville,  Ohio,  born 
there  December  10,  1863,  and  was  mechanically  in¬ 
clined  from  childhood.  He  came  to  Beaver  Falls  in 
1886,  two  years  before  his  brother,  and  invented  the 
die  that  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  steel  company 
referred  to  above,  of  which  he  became  general  man¬ 
ager.  They  erected,  after  several  successful  years 
of  operation,  a  large  plant  for  making  finished  steel, 
specialties,  crank  shafts,  machine  keys,  elevator 
guides,  and  similar  products.  The  undertaking  grew 
rapidly  from  the  outset,  with  the  brothers  working 
harmoniously  together,  employing  hundreds  of  men 
and  setting  up  excellent  relations  with  them.  Stephen 
Moltrup  became  treasurer  of  the  Standard  Connect¬ 
ing  Rod  Company  in  1908;  and  when  the  two  com¬ 
panies  were  consolidated,  in  1909,  he  again  showed  his 
abilities  for  dealing  with  the  workers  in  his  capacity 
as  general  manager,  sympathizing  with  their  view¬ 
points,  understanding  them,  and  introducing  harmony 
into  the  human  relationship.  He  saw  to  it,  moreover, 
that  they  were  well  paid  and  taken  care  of.  J. 
Thomas  Moltrup  handled  the  business  end  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  two  men  wonderfully  complementing  each 
other  in  talent  and  accomplishment;  and,  in  January, 
1914,  they  organized  jointly  the  Moltrup  Steel  Prod¬ 
ucts  Company,  mentioned  above. 


Both  brothers  were  active  in  civic  and  social  af¬ 
fairs  from  the  very  beginning  of  their  industrial 
activities  in  Beaver  Falls.  Both  of  them  belonged  to 
important  public  bodies  in  the  city;  and  both  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  community. 
For  two  years,  James  Thomas  Moltrup  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board  here;  and  to  his  work  in  this 
connection,  he  gave  especial  attention  and  considera¬ 
tion,  initiating  and  advocating  a  number  of  important 
innovations  for  the  improvement  of  local  educational 
facilities.  He  was,  in  his  political  views,  a  staunch 
Republican  and  one  of  his  party’s  regular  supporters. 
He  served  as  honorary  chairman  of  the  Beaver 
County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  at 
one  time  was  the  active  chairman  of  this  body.  He 
was  also  at  one  time  a  director  of  the  Beaver  Valley 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  acted,  too, 
as  president  of  the  Beaver  Valley  Hospital  Board. 
In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  he  was  affiliated  with  Beaver  Falls  Lodge, 
No.  662,  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  206,  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Beaver  Valley  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar,  and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  be¬ 
longed,  likewise,  to  the  Maccabees,  and  was  a  past 
president  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Beaver  Falls,  and  one 
of  its  charter  members. 

In  addition  to  his  other  business  connections,  Mr. 
Moltrup  was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
of  Beaver  Falls,  and  was  long  a  leader  in  its  affairs. 
His  church  was  the  Methodist  Episcopal ;  and,  in  his 
parish,  the  First  Methodist,  he  was  for  twenty  years 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  as  well  as  an 
official  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the  board  of 
stewards,  the  finance  committee,  and  the  pulpit  com¬ 
mittee. 

His  brother,  Stephen  Moltrup,  was  also  active  in 
civic  affairs ;  and  so  closely  were  the  brothers  asso¬ 
ciated  in  their  manifold  enterprises  that  a  word  might 
be  said  here  of  Stephen’s  affiliations.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he 
held  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite ;  was  likewise  prominent  in  Rotarian 
circles  and  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Beaver  Falls ;  and  was 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Knights  of  Malta.  Into  their  work  and  their 
different  activities,  both  brothers  consistently  put 
their  fullest  measure  of  energy  and  enthusiasm,  with 
the  result  that  they  figured  as  foremost  workers  for 
the  well-being  of  the  city  of  Beaver  Falls  and  the 
great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

J.  Thomas  Moltrup  married,  on  April  23,  1890,  in 
Pittsburgh,  Anna  M.  Brown,  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Barbara  Brown.  The  children  by  this  marriage 
were:  1.  James  Franklin,  known  as  Frank,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Blanche  E.  Slear  of  Williamsport.  2.  Maude, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Clarence  T.  Small.  3.  Ruth, 
who  became  Mrs.  F.  F.  Ward.  4.  Evelyn,  who  was 
married  to  G.  Stanley  Pangburn.  5.  Thomas  B.  6. 
Margaret  A. 

The  death  of  James  Thomas  Moltrup,  on  January 
13,  1932,  came  several  years  after  that  of  his  brother, 
Stephen,  which  occurred  on  August  27,  1924.  His 
passing  produced  widespread  sorrow  among  his  host 
of  friends  and  acquaintances.  For  few  men  had  so 
substantially  contributed  to  the  well-being  of  the 
Beaver  Falls  community  as  had  he,  so  varied  and  ver¬ 
satile  had  been  his  interests,  so  effective  his  accom¬ 
plishments  in  business,  civic,  religious  and  social  life. 
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His  labors  will  live  for  years  to  come  in  the  memories 
of  his  contemporaries,  his  influence  affecting  even 
those  who  were  not  privileged  to  be  among  his  close 
friends  and  coworkers,  his  power  going  on  through 
the  results  of  example  and  his  exemplary  life. 


SAMUEL  HERVEY  HAZLETT— During  his 
entire  active  career,  Samuel  Hervey  Hazlett  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  operating  his  farm 
in  North  Franklin  Township,  Washington  County. 
He  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  county  and  one  of 
its  best  known  farmers,  and  in  addition  was  a  leader 
in  civic  affairs. 

Born  at  Prosperity,  Washington  County,  on  August 
27,  1872,  Mr.  Hazlett  was  a  son  of  John  Marcus  and 
Martha  Haddassa  (Elmer)  Hazlett.  His  father,  who 
was  born  near  Prosperity  on  October  2,  1844,  and 
died  on  March  29,  1904,  was  a  merchant  and  farmer 
by  occupation.  For  a  time  he  operated  a  store  in 
Prosperity,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Amwell 
Township  where  he  was  a  farmer  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served  in  the 
Northern  armies  with  the  60th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
and  was  wounded  in  action  fighting  in  his  country’s 
cause.  His  wife,  Martha  Haddassa  (Elmer)  Hazlett, 
was  born  in  South  Franklin  Township,  Washington 
County,  on  December  29,  1847. 

Samuel  Hervey  Hazlett  was  only  five  years  old 
when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Amwell  Town¬ 
ship.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  district,  meanwhile  assisting  in  the  various 
duties  connected  with  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
After  his  marriage  in  1896  he  removed  to  North 
Franklin  Township  and  settled  on  property  which  his 
mother  owned  there.  Here  he  continued  as  a  farmer 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  specializing  in  poultry  and 
in  fruits,  particularly  grapes  and  cherries.  Mr.  Haz¬ 
lett  was  industrious,  thrifty  and  progressive  in  his 
outlook.  He  devoted  himself  with  great  fidelity  to  the 
operation  of  his  farm  and  was  consistently  successful 
in  his  work.  His  accomplishments  won  him  the  re¬ 
spect  of  all  who  knew  him  while  his  deep  interest  in 
the  public  welfare  and  many  public-spirited  activities 
made  his  name  known  throughout  the  county. 

Air.  Hazlett  was  particularly  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education.  For  twenty-eight  years  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  school  directors  of  North  Frank¬ 
lin  Township,  and  for  six  years  he  was  president  of 
the  Trinity  High  School  Board,  resigning  about  a 
year  before  his  death.  Mr.  Hazlett  helped  to  or¬ 
ganize  Trinity  High  School  in  Washington  and  later 
was  a  moving  spirit  in  the  project  which  resulted  in 
the  purchase  of  Trinity  Military  School  to  be  used  as 
a^  high  school  for  the  children  of  Amwell,  Canton, 
North  Franklin  and  South  Strabane  townships.  His 
wise  counsel  and  vision  were  of  the  greatest  value 
in  the  improvement  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  and 
for  the  present  high  standard  which  local  education 
has  attained  the  people  of  the  county  are  largely 
indebted  to  him.  It  was  natural  that  Air.  Hazlett’s 
services  should  be  sought  for  other  public  offices,  and 
for  twenty  years  he  filled  the  position  of  register  and 
assessor  of  North  Franklin  Township,  meeting  every 
duty  of  his  office  with  distinguished  competence  and 
fidelity. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hazlett  was  affiliated  with  Wash¬ 
ington  Grange,  No.  1489,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  at 
Washington.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers 
Protective  Association  and  the  Bee  Keepers  Associa¬ 


tion,  while  in  religious  faith  he  attended  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Washington. 

On  July  25,  1896,  at  Washington,  Samuel  Hervey 
Hazlett  married  Elizabeth  Horne,  who  was  born 
on  April  26,  1878,  in  West  Bethlehem  Township, 
Washington  County,  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Mary 
(Lewis)  Horne.  Her  father,  who  was  also  born  in 
West  Bethlehem  Township,  on  July  16,  1844,  and  died 
on  March  16,  1925,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  Her 
mother  was  born  in  Greene  County,  near  Jefferson, 
on  December  21,  1845,  and  died  on  November  23, 
1925.  Air.  and  Airs.  Hazlett  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  1.  Martha  Lorrena,  now  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tha  Lorrena  Gray,  born  November  2,  1896.  2.  George 
Dewey,  born  April  17,  1898.  3.  Russell  Alarcus,  born 
July  1 2,  1901.  4.  Mary  Winona,  bom  March  29, 

1904.  5.  Samuel  Hervey,  born  Alarch  14,  1911.  6. 

Dorothy  Elizabeth,  born  December  23,  1912.  7.  Wal¬ 
ter  Bernard,  born  November  22,  1914.  8.  Nora 

Armanela,  born  December  22,  1916. 

Mr.  Hazlett  died  at  his  home  in  North  Franklin 
Township  on  March  2,  1930.  He  was  not  yet  fifty- 
eight  when  he  was  taken,  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  might 
well  have  been  spared  for  many  more  years  of  useful 
life.  From  the  beginning  of  his  active  career  he  had 
made  the  fullest  use  of  the  talents  entrusted  to  him 
and  he  met  every  obligation  which  life  brought  and 
strove  to  make  his  labors  of  value  to  those  about  him. 
He  will  long  be  remembered  in  this  section  as  a  man 
of  sterling  integrity,  high  character  and  generous 
spirit. 


RUSSELL  K.  SMITH — An  educator  of  broad 
experience  and  distinguished  record,  Russell  K.  Smith 
has  been  associated  with  the  schools  of  Dunbar  Town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  County,  during  the  past  twenty-five 
years.  He  now  holds  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
schools. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  near  Stoyestown,  Somerset 
County,  on  September  17,  1874,  second  child  and  eld¬ 
est  son  of  George  H.  and  Susan  Smith.  He  comes 
of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  of  German  origin, 
which  was  established  in  this  State  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  name  of  Jacob  Smith,  believed  to  be  the 
first  of  his  family  in  Somerset  County,  appears  on 
the  tax  rolls  for  the  years  1783-84,  and  from  this 
and  other  evidence  it  appears  that  he  was  fairly  well 
to  do  for  that  early  period.  From  him  the  line  of 
descent  is  traced  through  Ludwig,  his  son  and  John 
L.  Smith,  son  of  Ludwig,  to  George  H.  Smith,  father 
of  Russell  K.  Smith.  George  H.  Smith  was  bom  in 
Hooversville,  Somerset  County,  on  Alay  18,  1843, 
and  died  on  May  15,  1906.  He  was  in  early  life  a 
carpenter,  but  subsequently  purchased  a  two  hundred 
acre  farm  near  Listie,  where  he  resided  for  the 
twenty-six  years  prior  to  his  death.  He  also  did  a 
great  deal  of  building  and  contracting  work,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  carrying  on  his  farming  activities,  and  served 
for  a  time  as  a  member  of  the  County  Poor  Board. 
After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  93d  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  with  the  Union  forces  for  over  a  year, 
participating  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the 
battles  at  Cedar  Creek,  Sailors  Creek,  the  Fall  of 
Petersburg  and  other  engagements.  After  the  war 
he  became  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

Russell  K.  Smith  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  rural  schools  of  Somerset  County  and  later 
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entered  the  Meyersdale  Preparatory  School  under 
Professor  Meese.  After  his  graduation  there  in  1891, 
he  taught  for  several  years  in  the  rural  schools  of 
Somerset  County,  and  then  enrolled  at  Central  State 
Teachers  College,  Lock  Haven,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1897.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
engaged  continuously  in  educational  work.  From  1897 
to  1900  he  was  principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Con¬ 
fluence,  Pennsylvania.  In  1901  he  served  as  principal 
of  the  Ohiopyle  schools,  and  in  1902  was  principal 
of  the  schools  at  New  Haven,  now  Connells ville, 
Pennsylvania.  From  1902  until  1905  he  was  principal 
of  the  Vanderbilt  schools,  and  in  the  latter  year  came 
to  Dunbar  Township  as  principal  of  the  Township 
High  School.  This  position  he  occupied  until  1907. 
From  1907  to  1919  he  was  supervising  principal  of 
the  Dunbar  Township  schools,  succeeding  in  the  latter 
year  to  his  present  office  as  superintendent  of  schools. 
Mr.  Smith  has  brought  the  schools  of  Dunbar  Town¬ 
ship  to  a  high  level  of  efficiency.  He  has  revised 
and  improved  the  curriculum,  secured  better  teachers, 
initiated  progressive  programs  and  altogether  effected 
a  notable  elevation  of  standards.  Through  his  ef¬ 
forts  the  Dunbar  schools  have  long  enjoyed  a  reputa¬ 
tion  as  the  “best  in  the  county.” 

Apart  from  his  professional  connections,  Mr.  Smith 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  general  life  of  his 
community,  heartily  supporting  civic  projects  of 
merit  and  proving  himself  a  good  citizen.  At  one 
time  he  served  for  four  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Borough  Council.  In  politics,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics,  and  in  the  Masonic  order  is  a  member  of 
many  higher  bodies,  including  the  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons ;  the  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  Past  Master  of  James  Cochran  Lodge, 
No.  312.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club 
here.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  member  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church. 

On  June  26,  1901,  at  Dawson,  Fayette  County,  Rus¬ 
sell  K.  Smith  married  Mabel  Brown,  born  in  Somerset 
County,  a  daughter  of  Alpheus  and  Barbara  (Sim¬ 
mons)  Brown.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Nina  Grace,  born  on  April  29,  1902. 


JOSEPH  JAY  BAER— In  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  public  offices  to  which  he  has  been  called, 
Joseph  J.  Baer,  well  known  attorney,  of  Uniontown, 
has  been  the  better  enabled  to  do  so  because  of  his 
soundness  in  legal  knowledge  and  his  experience  in 
practice.  He  has  been  professionally  engaged  for 
more  than  a  score  of  years,  and  always  with  increas¬ 
ing  success,  both  as  an  office  counselor  and  as  a 
pleader  in  the  courts. 

Born  in  Uniontown  May  7,  1888,  Joseph  Jay  Baer 
is  the  son  of  Jacob  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Fike)  Baer, 
the  mother  now  dead,  the  father  engaged  in  business 
as  a  contractor.  After  attending  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  including  a  course  in  the  high 
school,  where  he  graduated  in  1907,  he  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  Law  School,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  upon  gradua¬ 
tion  in  the  class  of  1910.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  After 
reading  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Hudson,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1912.  Without  delay  he  opened  an  office  of  his 


own  in  Uniontown,  where  he  has  since  practiced  with¬ 
out  interruption  except  that  caused  by  his  filling  of 
public  offices. 

In  politics  he  is  of  the  Republican  fold.  His  first 
office  was  that  of  attorney  for  the  county  controller 
for  Fayette  County,  in  which  he  rendered  excellent 
service  for  his  term  of  four  years.  He  was  sub¬ 
sequently  appointed  county  solicitor  of  the  same 
county  and  cared  for  the  legal  interests  of  the  juris¬ 
diction  in  a  most  capable  manner  for  his  tenure  of 
eight  years.  Since  retirement  from  the  last-named 
office,  he  has  given  practically  all  his  time  to  his  law 
practice,  by  which  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  profita¬ 
ble  clientage.  Among  his  professional  affiliations  are 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Fay¬ 
ette  County  Bar  Association.  His  fraternal  alliances 
include  Laurel  Lodge,  No.  651,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Uniontown  Chapter,  No.  165,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Uniontown  Commandery,  No.  49,  Knights 
Templar ;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Uniontown  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Union- 
town  Country  Club,  the  University  Club  and  the 
Triangle  Club;  and  of  the  game  of  golf  he  is  an  en¬ 
thusiast.  He  is  in  fellowship  with  the  Second  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  Uniontown. 

Mr.  Baer  married,  November  25,  1915,  Mollie 
Reisinger,  of  Uniontown,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Jean  Reisinger  Baer,  born  July  29,  1917. 


JESSE  MARTIN  LOWRY— A  business  man  of 
long  experience  and  successful  record,  Jesse  Martin 
Lowry  is  well  qualified  for  the  office  of  postmaster 
which  he  has  held  at  West  Middletown,  Washington 
County,  since  1927.  He  began  his  second  four-year 
term  in  1931. 

Mr.  Lowry  was  born  in  Independence  Township, 
Washington  County,  on  October  2,  1882,  a  son  of 
James  and  Rebecca  (Lindsay)  Lowry.  His  father,  a 
farmer,  was  also  a  native  of  this  county.  Rebecca 
(Lindsay)  Lowry,  the  mother,  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Ohio. 

Jesse  Martin  Lowry  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Cross  Creek  Township  and  West 
Middletown,  and  as  a  young  man  began  his  active 
career  at  the  Public  Works  in  Avellia.  He  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  coal  business  for  about  eighteen 
years,  after  which  he  entered  business  for  himself, 
establishing  a  meat  and  butcher  enterprise  at  West 
Middletown.  This  venture  proved  to  be  successful, 
and  Mr.  Lowry  built  up  a  prosperous  trade  to  which 
he  devoted  his  sole  attention  until  1927  when  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  West  Middletown  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Coolidge.  Meeting  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
commendable  efficiency  and  zeal,  he  was  reappointed 
in  1931  by  President  Hoover  on  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term  of  four  years.  Mr.  Lowry  is  a  well-known 
figure  in  the  life  of  this  community  and  section.  He 
has  given  his  best  efforts  to  the  task  of  public  service 
which  is  his,  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  wher¬ 
ever  he  is  known.  He  attends  the  Christian  Church, 
and  is  otherwise  associated  with  local  institutions 
and  enterprises. 

DEAN  DONNELL  STURGIS — A  practicing  at¬ 
torney  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  during  the  past 
dozen  years,  Dean  Donnell  Sturgis  occupies  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  at  the  local  bar.  He  has  served  as  district 
attorney  of  the  county  and  is  active  in  other  phases  of 
its  life. 
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Mr.  Sturgis  was  born  at  Beloit,  Kansas,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1892,  a  son  of  William  James  and  Maud  (Don¬ 
nell)  Sturgis.  His  father,  who  died  on  June  12,  1930, 
was  also  an  attorney,  part  of  whose  career  was  spent 
in  the  Middle  West  in  Kansas  and  part  in  Fayette 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Maud  (Donnell)  Sturgis  is 
still  living. 

When  Dean  Donnell  Sturgis  was  only  three  years 
old  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Uniontown,  where 
he  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Later  he  attended  the  famous  Kiskiminetas 
Springs  School  and  upon  the  completion  of  his  pre¬ 
paratory  course  entered  Bucknell  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1916  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Mr.  Sturgis  studied  for  the  law 
at  Harvard,  taking  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  from 
Harvard  Law  School  in  1920.  Meanwhile,  with  the 
entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War,  he 
had  enlisted  for  service  in  May,  1917.  He  attended 
the  first  officers’  training  camp,  and  on  August  31, 
1917,  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  and  assigned 
to  the  23d  Infantry,  2d  Division.  With  these  troops 
he  went  overseas  in  September,  1917,  as  a  member 
of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  In  the  fa¬ 
mous  engagement  at  Chateau  Thierry  he  was  seri¬ 
ously  wounded  in  action  and  forced  to  remain  for 
eight  weeks  in  the  hospital.  Subsequently  he  returned 
to  duty  and  took  part  in  the  St.  Mihiel  drive.  Through 
the  merit  of  his  services,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain  and  returned  to  the  United  States,  where 
he  was  detailed  to  duty  at  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta, 
Georgia,  as  an  instructor  in  machine  gunnery.  Mr. 
Sturgis  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service 
in  January,  1919,  returning  at  that  time  to  the  study 
of  law. 

In  September,  1920,  after  his  graduation  from  Har¬ 
vard,  Mr.  Sturgis  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania 
bar,  and  at  that  time  became  associated  as  a  partner 
with  his  father’s  firm  at  Uniontown,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sturgis,  Morrow  and  Sturgis.  Practice  was 
continued  under  this  name  until  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Morrow  to  the  bench,  after  which  the  name 
became  Sturgis  and  Sturgis.  Father  and  son  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice  together  until  the  death  of  the  elder 
man.  Since  then  Mr.  Sturgis  has  continued  his  legal 
work  alone.  He  possesses  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
all  phases  of  theory  and  practice  and  has  demon¬ 
strated  his  ability  in  the  courts  of  the  county  in  a 
number  of  important  cases.  The  demands  on  his 
services  are  large. 

Mr.  Sturgis  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association, 
the  Fayette  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Law  Institute.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he 
served  for  two  years,  from  1922  to  1924,  as  district 
attorney,  meeting  the  responsibilities  of  that  office 
with  efficiency  and  fidelity.  Apart  from  his  legal  con¬ 
nections,  Air.  Sturgis  is  affiliated  with  Laurel  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  order  is  a 
member  of  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  In 
addition  he  is  a  member  of  Uniontown  Lodge,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  Uniontown  Post, 
American  Legion;  Fort  Necessity  Chapter,  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  to  which  he  is  eligible  by 
virtue  of  Revolutionary  descent ;  and  the  Uniontown 
Country  Club.  Golf  is  his  favorite  recreation. 


HARRY  JACOB  BELL,  M.  D.— Although  he 
has  devoted  himself  closely  to  his  professional  duties 
during  forty  years  of  medical  practice  in  Fayette 
County,  Dr.  Harry  Jacob  Bell  has  found  time  for 


activity  in  many  other  aspects  of  the  life  about  him. 
He  has  filled  several  public  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust,  and  now  represents  his  district  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Senate.  Dr.  Bell  is  also  very  well 
known  in  fraternal  circles,  being  a  thirty-third  de¬ 
gree  Mason. 

Born  at  Arendtsville,  Adams  County,  on  March  11, 
1868,  Dr.  Bell  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Lower) 
Bell  and  a  member  of  old  American  families.  Bell  is 
a  common  name  among  early  American  settlers  in  al¬ 
most  all  the  Colonies.  The  family  was  seated  origi¬ 
nally  in  Scotland,  but  its  members  spread  to  other 
parts  of  the  British  Isles  before  coming  to  America. 
The  founder  of  this  branch  was  Matthew  Bell,  born 
in  Londonderry  County,  Ireland,  a  son  of  Matthew 
Bell  of  Kirk,  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  Ireland 
prior  to  the  siege  of  Londonderry,  1690,  and  was  one 
of  the  defenders  of  that  city.  Matthew  Bell,  the  son, 
came  to  New  York  in  1710  and  soon  afterwards  set¬ 
tled  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania.  Later  his 
brother,  John,  settled  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
founded  another  branch  of  the  family  which  included 
among  its  members  three  Governors  of  that  State, 
three  United  States  Senators,  and  other  notable  fig¬ 
ures.  From  Matthew  Bell  of  Chester  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  John 
Bell,  his  son;  Robert,  son  of  John,  who  was  a  soldier 
of  the  American  Revolution,  serving  as  captain  in  the 
9th  Regiment,  Virginia  Continental  Line,  by  appoint¬ 
ment  of  December  5,  1776,  and  later  joining  the  pio¬ 
neer  movement  to  Kentucky  where  he  is  lost  to  rec¬ 
ord ;  James,  son  of  Robert,  who  also  served  in  the 
Revolution  with  non-commissioned  rank,  principally 
as  a  clerk,  under  General  Knox ;  William,  son  of 
James;  to  William  (2)  Bell,  who  was  the  father  of 
Dr.  Harry  J.  Bell. 

William  (2)  Bell  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  January  9,  1842,  and  died  on  May 
3,  1876.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  the 
owner  of  a  gristmill  inherited  from  his  father.  With 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted,  on  No¬ 
vember  5,  1861,  in  Company  K,  101st  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  with  the  rank  of  private.  Through 
“gallant  and  meritorious  conduct”  he  won  successive 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  corporal,  sergeant,  sergeant- 
major  and  first  lieutenant.  When  his  first  term  of 
enlistment  for  three  years  expired,  he  reenlisted.  In 
April,  1864,  he  was  captured  by  the  Confederate 
forces  at  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  and  for  ten 
months  was  confined  in  the  Andersonville  Prison  of 
notorious  repute.  Eventually  he  was  exchanged  and 
on  January  25,  1865,  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
returning  home  broken  in  health.  Mr.  Bell  partici¬ 
pated  in  every  battle  to  which  his  regiment  was  called 
prior  to  his  capture.  He  saw  much  hard  service  and 
earned  his  commission  by  bravery  in  action.  From  his 
prison  experiences,  however,  he  never  fully  recovered 
and  remained  a  partial  invalid  until  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Harry  J.  Bell,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record, 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  county  which  he  attended  until  the  age  of 
sixteen.  Later  he  studied  at  Muhlenberg  College, 
Allentown,  and,  having  decided  upon  a  medical  career, 
enrolled  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  From  this  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1892  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  im- 
mediatelv  afterwards  came  to  Fayette  County,  resid¬ 
ing  at  Juniataville  for  two  years.  In  1894  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Dawson,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
During  all  'these  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
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general  practice  of  his  profession  and  has  long  since 
become  a  leading  figure  in  his  profession  in  this 
region.  The  fact  that,  as  a  general  practitioner,  he 
is  a  descendant  of  the  old  “country  doctor”  has  not 
prevented  him  from  keeping  abreast  of  all  modern 
developments  in  medical  science,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  has  striven  to  follow  the  ideals  of  friendly, 
helpful  service  which  the  early  men  of  medicine 
handed  down.  Dr.  Bell’s  high  standing  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  is  indicated  by  his  election,  some  years  ago, 
as  president  of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  an  active  member,  and  by 
his  election  as  a  Fellow  of  both  the  American  Medi¬ 
cal  Association  and  the  American  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians.  In  addition  he  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Medical  Society,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Surgeons  Association,  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad  Surgeons  Association,  and  an  associate 
member  of  the  medical  staff  of  Connellsville  State 
Hospital. 

Dr.  Bell  served  as  coroner  of  Fayette  County  from 
1908  to  1916  and,  apart  from  his  purely  professional 
connections,  has  served  as  school  director  of  Dawson 
Borough  for  the  past  twenty  years.  For  the  last  ten 
years  of  that  period  he  has  been  secretary  of  the 
board.  Dr.  Bell  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
been  influential  in  party  councils  for  many  years.  In 
1926  he  took  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  to  which 
he  was  chosen  in  the  preceding  election  and  has  rep¬ 
resented  the  Thirty-second  District  in  the  Upper 
House  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  since  that 
time.  Dr.  Bell  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  advancement  of  the  welfare  of  his  community 
and  State.  His  service  in  the  Legislature  has  been  of 
recognized  value,  fully  justifying  the  confidence  re¬ 
flected  in  him  at  his  election.  From  1927  to  1929  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Gratuities  and  since  1931  has  been  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining.  At  Dawson,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Bell  is,  fraternally,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
Masons  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  this  order 
he  is  a  member  and  Past  Master  of  James  Cochran 
Lodge,  No.  614,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  has 
been  secretary  of  his  lodge  since  1913.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  Past  High  Priest  of  Union  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  a  member  and  Past  Commander  of 
Uniontown  Commandery,  No.  49,  Knights  Templar; 
and  from  1920  to  1931  served  as  Division  Commander, 
12th  Division,  Knights  Templar,  Pennsylvania.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  its  educational  loan  foundation 
fund  since  1929.  Dr.  Bell  is  also  a  member  and  Past 
Thrice  Potent  Master  of  Uniontown  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  a  member  of 
Pennsylvania  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  at  Pittsburgh ;  and  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Supreme  Council,  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction, 
thirty-third  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
the  highest  Masonic  honor  which  many  seek  but  few 
attain.  In  addition,  Dr.  Bell  is  a  member  of  Olivet 
Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  of  the  York  Rite; 
a  member  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  since  1922.  Finally,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland,  the  Fra¬ 
ternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  to  which  latter  organization  he  is  eligible 
by  virtue  of  his  Revolutionary  descent. 


On  October  28,  1896,  at  Laurel  Hill,  Pennsylvania, 
Harry  Jacob  Bell  married  Helen  M.  Reed,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  B.  and  Isabella  (Shields)  Reed. 
They  have  maintained  their  residence  at  Dawson 
since  their  marriage. 


JOSEPH  WARREN  RAY,  JR.— From  his  honored 
father,  a  late  member  of  the  Common  Pleas  bench 
of  Greene  County,  Joseph  Warren  Ray,  Jr.,  of 
Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  undoubtedly  inherited  his 
predilection  for  the  law,  in  the  practice  of  which  he 
has  achieved  success.  He  is  recognized  as  belonging 
to  that  younger  group  of  bar  leaders  who  are  rapidly 
taking  the  places  of  their  seniors  both  in  office  prac¬ 
tice  and  in  court  cases. 

Attorney  Ray  was  born  in  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  September  1,  1889,  the  son  of  Hon.  Joseph 
Warren  and  Henrietta  (lams)  Ray;  the  former,  now 
deceased,  sat  on  the  Common  Pleas  Court  in  Greene 
County  for  years  and  was  favorably  known  for  his 
legal  knowledge  and  his  ability  as  an  arbiter  of  causes, 
his  sense  of  justice  and  fairness  in  decisions.  The 
son,  Joseph  Warren  Ray,  Jr.,  passed  through  the 
elementary,  grade  and  high  schools  of  Waynesburg, 
graduating  from  high  school  in  1906.  His  academic 
course  was  taken  at  Waynesburg  College,  where  he 
won  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  graduation  in 
1910.  He  pursued  his  law  studies  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  made  him  a  Bachelor  of  Laws 
at  graduation  in  the  class  of  1913.  Having  been 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Fayette  County  in  1913,  he 
practiced  under  his  own  name  for  a  time,  and  for 
some  years  now  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Shelby,  Hackney  &  Ray,  of  Uniontown,  one  of  the 
strong  legal  combinations  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Bar  Association,  and  Fayette  County  Bar 
Association. 

From  1924  to  1930  he  was  city  solicitor  of  Union- 
town,  and  during  his  term  of  office  manifested  his 
capacity  for  safeguarding  the  legal  interests  of  the 
municipality.  He  is  affiliated  with  Uniontown  Lodge, 
No.  651,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Uniontown 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Uniontown  Council, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Uniontown  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar ;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  University  Club  of  Uniontown  and 
the  Uniontown  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Ray  married,  December  30,  1915,  at  Uniontown, 
Elsie  Jane  Cooper,  of  that  city,  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Jane  Cooper,  born  December  14,  1916.  Mr. 
Ray  has  his  law  offices  in  the  Fayette  Title  and  Trust 
Building,  Uniontown. 


WILLIAM  W.  LATTA— Entering  upon  his  fourth 

term  as  postmaster  of  California,  Washington  County, 
William  W.  Latta  has  served  in  this  office  under  four 
different  Presidents,  and  by  direct  appointment  from 
three  of  them.  Mr.  Latta  is  well  known  in  this  sec¬ 
tion,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life. 

Born  at  Coal  Center,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  13, 
1869,  Mr.  Latta  is  a  son  of  William  L.  and  Philena 
(Howe)  Latta.  His  father,  who  was  born  at  Elco, 
Pennsylvania,  was  a  steamboat  and  river  captain  dur¬ 
ing  all  his  active  career.  Philena  (Howe)  Latta,  the 
mother,  was  born  in  Coal  Center,  Pennsylvania. 
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William  W.  Latta  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  California,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  a  student 
from  1876  to  1885,  and  later  attended  the  California 
State  Normal  School  here.  Leaving  school  in  1887, 
he  became  connected  with  a  grocery  and  feed  busi¬ 
ness  here,  and  in  1890  entered  the  employ  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  as  station  agent  at  Donara,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  During  the  next  twelve  years  he  served  as 
agent  at  numerous  stations  in  the  Monongahela  Valley 
for  the  Pennsylvania  road,  and  then  joined  the  Vesta 
Coal  Company’s  organization  as  a  clerk  in  their  Alien- 
port  office.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  fore¬ 
man  of  the  company,  serving  in  that  capacity  from 
1904  to  1911.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  California  by  President  Taft  for  the 
four-year  term  expiring  in  1915-  Mr.  Latta  had  pre¬ 
viously  served  as  councilman  at  Donara,  being  a 
member  of  the  first  council  established  there.  For 
two  years  he  was  also  councilman  at  California.  As 
postmaster,  he  performed  his  duties  very  efficiently, 
but  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  the  national 
administration  had  changed  and  Wilson  became  Presi¬ 
dent. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  postmaster 
in  1915,  Mr.  Latta  returned  to  business  life  and  there¬ 
after  held  various  positions  with  different  companies 
until  1924,  when  he  was  again  appointed  postmaster 
of  California  by  President  Coolidge.  In  1928  he  was 
reappointed  by  the  same  President  and  in  1932  was 
reappointed  by  President  Hoover  for  his  fourth  term. 
Three  of  these  terms  have  been  in  succession.  Mr. 
Latta  has  built  up  a  very  efficient  organization  here, 
handling  the  local  postal  service  with  conspicuous 
success. 

Affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Mr.  Latta  has  been  very  active  in  this  order, 
being  a  member  of  California  Lodge,  No.  461,  and  of 
all  higher  bodies  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  including  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection  at  Uniontown,  and  a  member  of  Syria  Tem¬ 
ple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  at  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Latta  is  affiliated,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  with  Charleroi  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Metho¬ 
dist. 

William  W.  Latta  married,  at  Crofton,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Margaret  Blunt,  who  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  and  who  died  in  August,  1926. 


CARL  MONROE  HAZEN,  M.  D.— Physician 
and  surgeon,  roentgenologist  and  internist,  Dr.  Hazen 
has  had  a  career  of  note  for  its  accomplishments  in 
his  profession  and  for  the  variety  of  his  activities  in 
business,  fraternal,  civic  and  social  affairs.  He  has 
centered  his  career  in  Titusville,  Crawford  County, 
and  is  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  medical  figures 
in  the  State.  Dr.  Hazen  was  born  in  Venango,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  March  6,  1888,  son  of  Francis  M.  and 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Minium)  Hazen,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  since  deceased,  the  former 
having  spent  many  years  engaged  successfully  at  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  In  the  public  schools,  Dr.  Hazen 
secured  a  thorough  academic  preparation,  which  he 
perfected  at  Allegheny  College.  He  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Eclectic  Medi¬ 
cal  College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1914,  and  from  the 
New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  in  1919. 
Meanwhile,  before  training  himself  for  the  profes¬ 
sion,  he  had  engaged  as  an  educator  and  for  four 
years,  1906-10,  he  taught  in  high  schools  of  Crawford 


County,  Having  served  as  an  interne  at  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Hospital  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  1915,  at  Titusville,  and 
here  has  followed  it  through  the  years  down  to  the 
present,  doing  a  general  practice.  Of  late  he  has 
specialized  as  an  internist  and  diagnostician,  having 
complete  laboratory  and  X-ray  facilities  in  his  office. 
Dr.  Hazen  is  president  of  the  Titusville  General  Hos¬ 
pital  staff ;  a  director  and  on  the  consulting  staff  of 
the  Grand  View  Sanitarium  at  Oil  City;  a  member  of 
the  Crawford  County  and  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
societies ;  and  the  author  of  several  articles  widely 
read  in  journals  of  the  profession,  notable  among  his 
contributions  being :  “Aenodynia,”  “Acute  Rheumatic 
Fever,”  and  “The  Treatment  of  Puerperal  Eclamp¬ 
sia.”  He  is  surgeon  in  Titusville  for  the  New  York 
Central. 

Such,  in  fine,  has  been  his  record  in  the  profes¬ 
sion;  and  his  record  in  contemporary  affairs  is  no 
less  of  remark.  Dr.  Hazen  is  well  known  for  his 
ability  in  business  and  finance,  and  is  a  director  of 
the  Titusville  Trust  Company  and  the  Community 
Loan  Company,  also  having  other  financial  holdings 
benefiting  the  Titusville  center  as  a  community.  He 
is  a  Republican,  supports  the  principles  and  candi¬ 
dates  of  the  party  consistently,  and  owns  an  extended 
prestige  in  its  councils.  His  church  is  the  Presby¬ 
terian,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  Oil  Creek  Lodge, 
No.  303,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Chapter, 
Council  and  Commandery  at  Titusville;  Venango 
Lodge  of  Perfection;  the  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  and  also  Zem  Zem  Tem¬ 
ple,  at  Erie,  Ancient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  His  club  connections  include  the 
Titusville  Country,  and  he  is  a  popular  figure  in 
social  circles. 

Dr.  Hazen  married,  June  2,  1917,  Mary  Grace 
Denzler,  of  Canton,  Ohio;  and  their  children  are: 
1.  Barbara  Ann,  born  in  1923.  2.  Richard  D.,  born 

in  1925.  3.  Carl  M.,  Jr.,  born  in  1928.  The  doctor’s 
offices  are  in  the  Commercial  Building,  Titusville. 


JULIUS  HERMANN  PENSKE— As  a  youth, 
soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  from  his  native 
Germany,  Mr.  Penske  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
printing  trade.  Ever  since  then  he  has  continued  to 
be  identified  with  the  printing  business  and  during 
the  many  years,  which  he  has  devoted  to  this  indus¬ 
try,  he  has  acquired  a  most  thorough  knowledge  of 
all  its  branches.  It  is,  therefore,  only  natural,  that 
the  Erie  Printing  Company,  which  Mr.  Penske 
founded  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  and 
of  which  he  has  been  the  president  ever  since  then, 
should  be  today  one  of  the  most  successful  and  most 
ably  operated  establishments  of  its  type  in  Erie. 
Mr.  Penske  is  widely  known  in  the  printing  trade 
and  is  regarded  as  an  authority  on  all  matters  relate 
ing  to  printing. 

Julius  Hermann  Penske  was  born  in  Saalfeld,  Ger¬ 
many,  November  25,  1856,  a  son  of  August  and 
Eleanora  (Gehrke)  Penske.  When  he  was  fifteen 
years  old,  in  1871,  he  came  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  at  that  time  that  he  became  apprenticed  to 
a  well-known  Philadelphia  printing  firm,  Grant,  Far¬ 
ris  and  Rogers.  Later,  after  having  completed  his 
apprenticeship,  he  came  to  Johnstown  and  for  some 
time  was  connected  in  various  capacities  with  the 
Johnstown  “Free  Press,”  his  residence  in  Johnstown 
covering  the  period  just  before  the  disastrous  Johns¬ 
town  flood.  After  the  flood  Mr.  Penske  went  to 
Pittsburgh  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in  the 
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printing  business  in  that  city.  On  February  18,  1904, 
Mr.  Penske  incorporated  the  Erie  Printing  Com¬ 
pany.  At  that  time  the  offices  and  plant  of  the  com¬ 
pany  were  located  at  No.  1314-16  Peach  Street,  Erie. 
The  company  continued  at  that  location  until  January 
15,  1931,  when  the  city  acquired  the  ground  in  front 
of  the  new  New  York  Central  passenger  station  for 
park  purposes.  The  Erie  Printing  Company  then 
leased  the  entire  third  floor  of  the  Mercantile  Build¬ 
ing  at  Fourteenth  and  State  streets,  Erie,  where  its 
newly  equipped,  modern  printing  plant  occupies  ap¬ 
proximately  8,500  square  feet  of  floor  space.  During 
normal  times  about  twenty  people  are  employed  by 
the  company.  The  company  engages  in  all  kinds  of 
job  printing  and  is  well  known  for  the  high  quality 
of  its  work.  Mr.  Penske  has  always  been  president 
of  the  company.  His  son,  Carl  Arthur  Penske,  is 
now  secretary  and  Mr.  Hugo  Held  is  treasurer.  Mr. 
Penske  is  also  president  of  the  Atkinson  Erie  City 
Directory  Company.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent 
Republican,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Penske  married  Amelia  Boschert,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penske  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Clara,  who  married  William  J. 
Krieg,  a  teacher  in  the  Junior  High  School  at  Erie. 
2.  Carl  Arthur,  a  graduate  of  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  Erie  and  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War, 
during  which  he  served  as  an  ensign  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  He  is  now  associated  in  business  with 
his  father  and  is  secretary  of  the  Erie  Printing  Com¬ 
pany.  He  married  Ethel  Losey,  by  which  marriage 
he  is  the  father  of  one  son,  Carl  Arthur,  Jr.,  born 
in  May,  1929.  3.  Esther,  a  graduate  of  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Erie  and  a  former  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  who  married  C. 
E.  Wolffe,  Jr.  4.  Julius,  a  graduate  of  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Erie  and  of  the  Car¬ 
negie  Institute  of  Technology  in  Pittsburgh,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
He  is  now  manager  of  the  Cleveland  office  of  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Company. 


WILLIAM  O.  PITTS — As  county  treasurer  of 
Lawrence  County,  William  O.  Pitts  has  served  well 
his  fellowmen  here;  and  his  labors  have  been  highly 
useful  to  them.  A  native  of  this  county,  he  naturally 
has  its  interests  at  heart,  and  finds  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  its  people  and  traditions  helpful  in 
handling  many  of  the  problems  that  come  to  his  at¬ 
tention. 

Mr.  Pitts  was  born  in  Mount  Jackson,  North 
Beaver  Township,  Lawrence  County,  on  September 
4,  1894,  son  of  John  F.  and  Louisa  C.  (Mollenkoph) 
Pitts.  His  father  died  in  1915  after  a  useful  life,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  participated  liberally  in  local 
and  State  politics,  serving  for  a  time  as  State  ser¬ 
geant-at-arms,  and  also  as  local  school  director,  town¬ 
ship  supervisor,  and  county  commissioner.  The  Pitts 
family  were  pioneers  in  Lawrence  County,  and  are 
descended  from  the  historic  Pitt.  Mr.  Pitts’  fore¬ 
bears  served,  in  this  county,  in  both  the  War  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  the  Civil  War. 

In  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  his  native  town¬ 
ship,  William  O.  Pitts  received  his  early  formal 
training,  later  attending  Westminster  College,  at 
New  Wilmington.  When  he  was  only  twenty-two 
years  old,  his  activity  in  public  affairs  began;  and, 
since  that  time,  he  has  been  serving  in  one  office 
or  another,  either  in  North  Beaver  Township  or  in 
the  county.  From  1916  until  1931,  he  was  tax  col¬ 


lector  of  the  township;  and  in  November,  1931,  he 
was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  office  of 
county  treasurer.  He  began  his  four-year  term  as 
treasurer  on  January  4,  1932,  and  is  now  serving 
effectively  and  usefully  in  this  position. 

Civic,  social  and  fraternal  groups  have  found  in 
Mr.  Pitts  a  helpful  member,  for  he  is  devoted  to 
whatever  enterprise  he  undertakes.  He  belongs  to 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Me¬ 
chanics,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  the  Masonic  Order,  he  is  affiliated  with  Craft 
Lodge  No.  433,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the 
Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  His  political  alignment  is 
with  the  Republican  party;  and  he  has  long  been 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  favorite  hobby  is  music,  a  field  in 
which  he  is  especially  talented.  His  residence  in 
New  Castle  has  been  of  outstanding  value  to  the 
city,  which,  like  the  county,  has  gained  from  his 
activities. 

William  O.  Pitts  has  his  offices  in  the  Lawrence 
County  Courthouse,  at  New  Castle;  and  his  home 
is  just  outside  of  the  city,  along  the  rural  mail  route 
No.  8. 


WILLIAM  FRANCIS  LANE— Solicitor  for  the 
city  of  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  William  Francis 
Lane  is  now  serving  in  that  office  for  the  four-year 
term  beginning  on  May  1,  1932.  He  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  practice  here  for  the  past  thirteen  years  and 
is  well  known  throughout  Fayette  County  in  his 
profession. 

Born  at  Red  Bank  Furnace,  Pennsylvania,  on  May 
31,  1888,  Mr.  Lane  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Margaret 
(Fourquer)  Lane,  the  father  now  deceased.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Euclid,  Butler 
County,  and  later  attended  West  Sunbury  Academy 
and  St.  Vincent’s  College  at  Latrobe.  His  legal 
preparation  was  obtained  at  the  law  school  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  took  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1919.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar.  Mean¬ 
while,  during  1906-07-08,  Mr.  Lane  had  taught  in 
Pennsylvania  schools.  For  a  time  he  was  also  clerk 
for  the  Sunshine  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  and  from 
1911  to  1915  was  deputy  prothonotary  of  Fayette 
County. 

After  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War  he  attended  the  student  officers  training 
camp,  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia,  and  in  November, 
1917,  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant.  He  was 
attached  to  the  327th  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  82d 
Division,  at  Camp  Gordon,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  in 
May,  1918,  went  overseas  with  these  troops,  forming 
part  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  In 
July,  1918,  he  was  returned  to  the  United  States  for 
duty  organizing  new  divisions  and  was  assigned  as  an 
instructor  at  the  officers’  training  camp,  at  Camp  Lee, 
Virginia.  Mr.  Lane  won  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant  and  was  discharged  from  the  army 
after  the  Armistice,  in  December,  1918. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  law  school  work, 
Mr.  Lane  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Uniontown, 
where  his  activities  have  since  centered.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  practiced  alone,  and  although  meet¬ 
ing  the  usual  difficulties  of  the  young  lawyer,  he  rose 
steadily  within  his  profession  as  the  demands  on  his 
services  steadily  increased.  Eventually  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  with  which  he  is  still  connected. 
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It  was  natural  that  the  people  of  the  city  should  be 
impressed  by  Mr.  Lane’s  qualifications  for  public 
service,  and  in  January,  1932,  he  was  appointed  city 
solicitor,  for  the  remainder  of  the  four-year  term, 
expiring  in  May,  1932,  and  was  thereupon  appointed 
for  the  the  full  four-year  term. 

Air.  Lane  has  been  active  in  other  phases  of  Union- 
town  life.  He  is  a  fourth  degree  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  order  he  is  Past 
Grand  Knight  and  Past  District  Deputy.  In  addition 
he  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  the  local  Ki- 
wanis  Club,  a  member  of  the  Uniontown  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  and  of  the  Uniontown  Country 
Club.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  be¬ 
ing  an  active  member  of  St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  here.  Golf  is  his  favorite  recreation. 

On  October  22,  1918,  William  Francis  Lane  mar¬ 
ried  Edith  Steel,  daughter  of  Harry  V.  and  Emma 
(Watson)  Steel,  of  Philadelphia. 


WARREN  PERHAM  NORTpN— Ever  since 
his  graduation  from  college,  some  sixteen  years  ago, 
Mr.  Norton  has  devoted  himself  to  educational  work, 
excepting  only  the  period  in  1918,  devoted  to  service 
in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the 
World  War.  For  the  first  few  years  of  his  career 
as  an  educator  Mr.  Norton  taught  in  New  York  and 
in  Wisconsin.  Since  1919,  however,  he  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  public  school  system  of  his  native 
State,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  recent  years  he  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  public  schools  at  Mead- 
ville,  Crawford  County. 

Warren  Perham  Norton  was  born  near  Waymart, 
Pennsylvania,  September  9,  1889,  a  son  of  Warren 
Alyron  and  Lydia  (Perham)  Norton.  His  father  was 
a  prominent  farmer  in  Clinton  Township,  Wayne 
County,  and  was  long  active  in  civic  affairs.  He 
served  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  Clinton  Township  and  for  the  same  period  of  time 
as  assessor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
County  Committee  and  frequently  served  as  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  his  party’s  county  conventions.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Clinton  Center  Cemetery  As¬ 
sociation.  Air.  Norton  received  his  early  education 
in  a  one-room  school  in  Clinton  Township,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1904.  He  then  attended 
the  local  high  school,  graduating  in  1907.  Next  he 
continued  his  studies  at  Keystone  Academy  at  Fac- 
toryville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1911,  and 
from  where  he  went  to  Brown  University,  Prov¬ 
idence,  Rhode  Island,  graduating  from  that  institu¬ 
tion  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1915. 
Later  he  pursued  post-graduate  work  at  Teachers’ 
College,  Columbia  University,  New  York  City,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
1923.  Immediately  after  graduating  from  high 
school,  Air.  Norton  taught,  during  1907-08,  in  a  one- 
room  school  of  Clinton  Township,  of  which  he  him¬ 
self  is  a  graduate.  After  his  graduation  from  Brown 
University  Air.  Norton  became  a  teacher  of  English 
at  Cook  Academy,  Alontour  Falls,  New  York,  where 
he  taught  during  1916-17.  Next  he  held  a  similar 
position  at  the  Northwestern  Military  and  Naval 
Academy  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin,  during  1917-18. 
The  World  War  then  temporarily  interrupted  Mr. 
Norton’s  educational  career.  However,  in  January, 
1919,  he  resumed  it  and  until  June,  1919,  he  was  a 
teacher  of  English  at  the  high  school  at  Rochester, 
Pennsylvania.  From  there  he  went  to  Girard,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  as  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  this 
town,  in  which  capacity  he  served  in  1919-22.  Next 
he  was  for  six  years,  1922-28,  supervising  principal 
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of  public  schools  at  Sharpsville,  Pennsylvania.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  Air.  Norton  was  elected  super¬ 
intendent  of  public  schools  of  Aleadville,  Crawford 
County,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  ever  since. 
In  the  summer  of  1927  Air.  Norton  taught  at  the 
State  Teachers’  College  at  Edinboro,  Pennsylvania, 
and  during  the  summer  sessions  of  1928,  1929,  1930 
and  1931  he  taught  educational  courses  at  Allegheny 
College,  Aleadville. 

In  1918  Mr.  Norton  became  a  private  in  the  154th 
Depot  Brigade  at  Camp  Aleade.  Soon  afterwards  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Headquarters  Company  of  the  17th 
Infantry,  United  States  Army.  After  that  he  at¬ 
tended,  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1918,  the 
machine  gun  officers’  training  camp  at  Camp  Han¬ 
cock,  Augusta,  Georgia.  After  he  received  his  honor¬ 
able  discharge  from  active  military  service  in  De¬ 
cember,  1918,  he  joined  the  United  States  Army 
Reserve  Corps,  as  a  second  lieutenant  of  infantry, 
with  which  rank  he  continued  to  serve  until  July, 
1924,  when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  from 
it.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Edm 
cation  Association;  the  National  Education  Associa¬ 
tion;  the  Department  of  Superintendence  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Education  Association;  Lodge  No.  408,  of 
Aleadville,  Free  and  Accepted  Alasons;  Delta  Up- 
silon  Fraternity;  Charles  AI.  Stafford  Post,  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion;  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America;  the 
Aleadville  Kiwanis  Club;  and  the  Aleadville  Country 
Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Air.  Norton  married  at  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania, 
July  5,  1922,  Helen  Aliles  Davison,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Aliles  and  Alfaretta  (Boal)  Davison.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Norton  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  David 
Warren  Norton,  born  September  22,  1929. 


ROBERT  BERKEY  STAUFT— In  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  law,  Robert  Berkey  Stauft  has  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  played  an  important  role,  so  that  his 
position  is  today  one  of  leadership  in  the  city  of 
Uniontown,  where  he  makes  his  home  and  carries 
on  his  extensive  legal  practice. 

Air.  Stauft  was  born  in  Scottdale,  Westmoreland 
County,  on  January  11,  1901,  son  of  Daniel  B.  and 
Susan  M.  (Grumbly)  Stauft.  His  father,  a  retired 
coal  operator,  lives  in  Uniontown,  as  does  his  mother. 
Robert  Berkey  Stauft  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  at  Scottdale,  his  birthplace, 
also  attending  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  L’nion- 
town.  For  his  higher  studies,  he  matriculated  at 
Amherst  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1921 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts;  and  in  1928,  he 
took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  Harvard 
Law  School.  Air.  Stauft  also  spent  two  years  at  the 
New  Mexico  Military  Institute,  in  the  State  of  New 
Alexico,  where  he  added  still  another  type  of  training 
to  his  varied  education.  Then,  taking  up  his  legal 
work,  he  has  since  continued  his  labors  in  this  field, 
which  have  been  vastly  productive  of  benefits  to  his 
fellowmen  in  the  city  of  Uniontown  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Air.  Stauft  is,  of  course,  affiliated  with  a  number 
of  groups  having  to  do  with  the  general  life  of  his 
piofession,  being  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Bar  Association  and  the  Fayette  County  Bar 
Association.  He  also  belongs  to  such  organizations 
as  the  Amherst  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Union 
Country  Club,  and  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity, 
which  latter  he  joined  in  his  student  days.  His  church 
is  the  Roman  Catholic,  his  parish  St.  John’s,  Union- 
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town.  Into  each  of  these  groups,  he  has,  in  his  own 
way,  put  a  large  measure  of  energy  and  devotion, 
with  the  result  that  he  holds  a  position  of  leader¬ 
ship  and  esteem  among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  is 
able  to  cooperate  helpfully  in  many  worthy  enter¬ 
prises.  In  his  spare  time,  he  enjoys  outdoor  life, 
notably  such  games  as  golf  and  tennis,  of  which  he 
is  fond,  and  aquatic  sports,  especially  swimming. 

Mr.  Stauft  has  offices  in  the  Second  National  Bank 
Building,  Uniontown,  the  headquarters  of  his  legal 
practice. 

FRANK  L.  BOWERS — For  many  years  Frank 
L.  Bowers  has  been  an  active  figure  in  the  life  of 
Point  Marion,  Fayette  County.  He  is  well  known 
not  only  as  a  business  executive,  but  as  a  public 
official  and  prominent  civic  leader. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  born  at  Point  Marion  on  July 
2,  1886,  a  son  of  David  M.  and  Loretta  Bowers,  the 
former  a  ship  carpenter  by  occupation.  Educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  he  entered 
business  life  in  this  city,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  secretary-treasurer  and  general  manager  of 
the  McClain  Sand  Company,  Inc.,  of  Point  Marion, 
one  of  the  most  important  local  enterprises  of  its 
kind.  Mr.  Bowers  is  also  president  of  the  Ohio 
Valley  Sand  Company  of  New  Martinsville,  West 
Virginia,  a  director  of  the  Standard  Sand  and  Gravel 
Company  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and  vice- 
president  and  a  director  of  the  Peoples  National 
Bank  of  Point  Marion.  To  these  enterprises  his 
services  have  been  consistently  valuable. 

Apart  from  his  business  connections,  Mr.  Bowers 
has  always  been  active  in  the  civic  life  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  as  the 
candidate  of  that  party  was  elected  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Legislature  from  the  First  District,  Fay¬ 
ette  County,  serving  from  1926  until  1932.  He  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  the 
Point  Marion  School  District  from  1923  to  1932,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Republican 
Committee  exercises  an  important  influence  in  coun¬ 
cils  of  his  party.  He  has  never  limited  his  sup¬ 
port  of  worthy  civic  enterprises,  however,  to  party 
lines,  contributing  generously  to  the  success  of  many 
important  local  movements.  Mr.  Bowers  is  affiliated 
fraternall}’-  with  Valley  Lodge,  No.  459,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  Master  in  1920. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  all  higher  Masonic  bodies, 
both  York  and  Scottish  Rites;  of  Syria  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  In  addition,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Uniontown 
Country  Club,  and  of  the  Morgantown  Country  Club, 
Morgantown,  West  Virginia.  In  religious  faith,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Christian  Church  at  Point 
Marion. 

On  November  14,  1905,  at  Uniontown,  Frank  L. 
Bowers  married  Asia  Lee  Sadler,  daughter  of  J. 
Garret  and  Anna  Sadler.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Theodore  M.,  born  on  February 
1,  1907.  2.  Edwin  S.,  born  on  November  8,  1909.  3. 
Frank  L.,  Jr.,  born  on  October  24,  1921. 

RIDDILE  S.  RANKIN —  The  postmaster  of 
Hickory,  of  which  place  he  has  been  a  lifelong  res¬ 
ident,  Riddile  S.  Rankin  is  among  the  best  known  and 
representative  citizens  of  Washington  County.  He 
has  by  his  indomitable  and  progressive  methods  con¬ 
tributed  in  a  material  way  to  the  advancement  of  his 
community  and  during  the  course  of  an  honorable 


career  he  has  met  with  success  in  every  venture  to 
which  he  has  addressed  himself,  as  a  farmer,  mer¬ 
chant  and  public  official,  being  a  man  of  energy, 
sound  judgment  and  honesty  of  purpose. 

Riddile  S.  Rankin  was  born  at  Hickory,  March  30, 
1866,  son  of  William  and  Martha  (Riddile)  Rankin. 
His  father  was  born  in  Hickory,  April  8,  1832,  and 
died  here,  October  12,  1908,  after  a  long  and  honor¬ 
able  life  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  was  a 
Democrat  and  served  his  township  as  supervisor  and 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board;  was  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  and  stood  for  all  that 
was  best  in  community  life.  Riddile  S.  Rankin’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  William  Rankin,  Sr.,  and 
Nancy  (Lyle)  Rankin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
November  24,  1796,  and  died  at  Hickory,  January 
13,  1884.  He  was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  his  political  faith  and  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(McConahey)  Rankin,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Winchester,  Virginia.  About  1774  he  made 
a  trip  across  the  mountains,  arriving  in  Washington 
County,  on  October  31st  of  that  year,  and  located  on 
a  tract  of  land  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Township,  where  he 
became  a  successful  farmer  and  highly  respected  citi¬ 
zen.  He  was  a  Democrat  politically  and  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Riddile  S.  Rankin’s 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Riddile,  was 
born  August  19,  1831,  at  Canfield,  Ohio,  and  died  at 
Hickory,  May  2,  1903.  She  was  a  daughter  of  An¬ 
drew  and  Matilda  (Taylor)  Riddile.  Andrew  Rid¬ 
dile  was  born  in  Washington  County  in  1799  and 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  His  death  occurred 
in  Wells  County,  Indiana  August  12,  1854.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  the  vocation  of  farming,  and  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  matters  political,  a  member  and  elder  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Riddile  S.  Rankin  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace  and  applied  himself  closely 
to  the  work  of  the  home  farm  near  Hickory  until 
1914,  when  he  moved  into  Hickory,  where  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  about  one  and  one- 
half  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  embarked  in 
the  general  mercantile  business,  which  he  success¬ 
fully  conducted  for  seven  years.  In  1918  Mr.  Rankin 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Hickory,  retaining  that 
position  to  the  present  time,  and  filling  it  in  a  manner 
that  has  won  for  him  the  universal  approval  of  all 
who  patronize  this  office.  His  prompt,  businesslike 
methods,  singleness  of  purpose,  courtesy  and  accom¬ 
modation  have  gained  for  him  a  high  measure  of 
popularity  throughout  the  locality.  Politically,  Mr. 
Rankin  has  always  given  his  support  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  his  religious  connection  is  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Richard  Vaux  Lodge, 
No.  454,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Burgetts- 
town;  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  and  Hickory  Lodge,  No.  125,  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Grange,  was  president  of  the  Washington 
County  Grange  for  four  years  and  served  two  terms 
or  six  years,  as  a  member  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Grange. 

Mr.  Rankin  was  married  at  Cambridge,  Ohio,  No¬ 
vember  8,  1893,  to  Jennie  M.  Clark,  who  was  born 
February  17,  1873,  at  that  place,  a  daughter  of  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Mary  (McDonald)  Clark.  Samuel  Clark, 
who  was  a  native  of  Cambridge,  Ohio,  spent  his  life 
there  engaged  in  the  vocation  of  farming,  and  is  now 
deceased.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  His  parents  were  Wil- 
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liam  and  Margaret  Clark,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  whence  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  his  boyhood  and  became  a  prominent 
farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Ohio.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Rankin  received  her 
educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of  her  home 
neighborhood  in  Ohio.  She  has  always  taken  a  com¬ 
mendable  interest  in  local  affairs  of  a  religious  and 
civic  nature,  being  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  and  the  Grange. 
She  has  also  been  commissioned  a  Notary  Public. 
She  is  a  lady  of  gracious  qualities  of  character  and 
is  very  popular  in  the  circles  in  which  she  moves. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Martha  E.,  born  February  28,  1897;  mar¬ 
ried  Earl  Allendar,  of  Washington.  2.  William 
Clark,  born  February  6,  1900,  was  graduated  from 
Pennsylvania  State  College  in  1922  with  the  degree 
of  Electrical  Engineer  and  is  now  a  student  in  Hill 
College  of  Osteopathy  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  3.  Mary 
Belle,  born  January  26,  1907,  was  graduated  from 
the  Hickory  High  School  in  1923,  and  later  from  the 
Margaret  Morrison  College  in  Pittsburgh.  She  is 
now  director  of  home  economics  at  Trinity  High 
School,  Washington. 


JAY  P.  FELT— A  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
bar  for  considerably  more  than  three  decades,  Mr. 
Felt,  after  having  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Philadelphia  for  several  years,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  native  region,  Cameron  County,  and 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  law  at  the 
county  seat,  Emporium.  The  quarter  of  a  century 
or  more,  during  which  he  has  practiced  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  Emporium,  Mr.  Felt  has  made  for  himself 
a  position  of  leadership  in  legal  circles.  He  is  also 
active  in  financial,  fraternal  and  religious  affairs  and, 
indeed,  ranks  as  one  of  the  representative  and  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  Emporium. 

Jay  P.  Felt  was  born  in  Cameron  County,  July  26, 
1872,  a  son  of  J.  Pitt  and  Alice  E.  (Horner)  Felt. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County,  New 
York,  his  mother  of  Allegany  County,  New  York. 
His  father  died  in  July,  1919,  his  mother  on  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1908.  Mr.  Felt’s  father  came  to  Cameron 
County  as  a  boy  and  became  well  known  and  success¬ 
ful  as  a  manufacturer  of  flour  and  feeds.  He  even¬ 
tually  retired  and  after  that  made  his  home  on  an 
orange  farm  in  Florida,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Pitt  Felt  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Dr.  Carl  Lee  Felt  of 
Philadelphia.  2.  Jay  P.  Felt,  of  whom  further.  3. 
Leon  Rex  Felt,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Miami,  Florida.  4. 
Floyd  Pitt  of  Deland,  Florida.  Mr.  Felt  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cameron 
County  and  took  a  preparatory  course  at  John  B. 
Stetson  University  at  Deland,  Florida.  He  continued 
his  studies  at  Wake  Forest  College  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1894.  Next  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at 
Philadelphia,  graduating  from  that  institution’s  law 
school  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1897. 
Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  the  same  year, 
he  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Philadelphia  and  continued  to  practice  there  until 
1905.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Emporium,  the  county 
seat  of  Cameron  County,  where  he  is  still  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  law  practice.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Emporium.  Long  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  Mr. 


Felt  belongs  to  the  various  Masonic  bodies,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Emporium  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  the  Emporium  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons,  as  well  as  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  the  Temple  at  Altoona, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Felt  married,  November  5,  1905,  Bessie  A. 
Earl,  a  native  of  Michigan.  By  this  marriage  he  is 
the  father  of  four  children:  1.  Paul,  a  resident  of 
Alexandria,  Virginia.  2.  Earl  Pitt,  a  resident  of 
Philadelphia.  3.  Sarah  Alice.  4.  Betty  Pamela.  By 
a  previous  marriage  he  has  two  children:  5.  Caro¬ 
line,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Foege  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 
2.  Joseph  W.,  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  California. 


BUELL  B.  WHITEHILL— The  city  of  Union- 
town  is  particularly  fortunate  in  having  among  its 
professional  men  Buell  B.  Whitehill,  who,  a  native 
Pennsylvanian,  stands  out  prominently  among  the 
lawyers  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Whitehill  was  born  in  Brookville,  Jefferson 
County,  on  January  27,  1881,  the  eldest  son  of  Stew¬ 
art  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Shepherd)  Whitehill,  both  of 
whom  were  educated  at  the  State  Normal  School, 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  His  father  was  valedictorian 
of  the  first  class  to  be  graduated  from  that  institution, 
in  1876,  and  thereafter  practiced  law  at  Brookville, 
until  his  death  in  1916.  The  son,  of  whom  this  is 
primarily  a  record,  Buell  B.  Whitehill,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Brookville,  later  going  to  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  Meadville.  During  his  first  year  at 
Allegheny,  he  was  appointed  official  reporter  of  the 
courts  of  Jefferson  County;  and,  continuing  to  hold 
that  position  throughout  his  college  course,  he  thus 
acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  law  and  of 
legal  procedure  that  has  since  stood  him  in  good 
stead  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1903  came 
his  appointment  as  official  reporter  of  the  courts  of 
Indiana  County;  and  in  1904,  to  the  corresponding 
position  for  Clarion  County.  So,  at  one  time,  Mr. 
Whitehill  served  as  court  reporter  for  the  three 
separate  judicial  districts  of  Jefferson,  Indiana  and 
Clarion  counties.  An  accomplished  student  of  short¬ 
hand,  he  was  able  to  handle  this  work  most  effi¬ 
ciently  from  the  beginning,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
acquire  a  practical  experience  that  it  is  the  privilege 
of  few  lawyers  to  attain.  As  a  court  reporter,  he 
continued  for  more  than  twenty  years.  A  part  of  his 
work  was  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  his  serv¬ 
ices  were  in  demand  in  some  of  the  most  important 
litigation,  and  where,  in  competitive  examination  by 
the  Superior  Court  of  that  State,  he  was  ranked 
first  in  qualifications.  While  at  Boston,  he  organ¬ 
ized  the  General  Safety  Board,  of  the  Bay  State 
Street  Railway  Company,  and  served  as  its  secretary. 
That  was  at  the  time  of  that  company’s  reorganiza¬ 
tion  as  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway 
Company,  during  the  receivership  under  Wallace  B. 
Donham. 

In  1912  Mr.  Whitehill  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  to  the  bar  of  Jefferson  County.  Four 
years  later,  in  1916,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts.  In  1919  he 
became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Snook  and 
Whitehill,  at  Paulding,  Ohio,  having  been  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  A  year 
later,  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  resumed  his 
court  reportership,  this  time  at  Uniontown,  Fayette 
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County,  under  Judge  Edmund  H.  Reppert;  but,  in 
1923,  he  resigned  from  this  position  and  entered  into 
a  law  partnership  with  Hon.  S.  John  Morrow,  which 
continued  until  the  latter’s  elevation  to  the  bench 
January  1,  1926,  when  a  partnership  was  formed 
with  A.  E.  Jones  and  W.  F.  Lane,  which  now  con¬ 
tinues  as  Jones,  Whitehill  and  Lane. 

Mr.  Whitehill  had  many  advantages  in  his  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  law,  one  of  them  having  been,  of  course, 
his  long  tenure  as  a  court  reporter,  as  noted  above. 
Another  was  the  fact  that  his  father  was  a  lawyer. 
And  it  was  in  the  office  of  his  father,  and  under 
the  tutelage  of  both  the  elder  Mr.  Whitehill  and  the 
Hon.  John  W.  Reed,  president  judge  of  the  Jefferson 
County  courts,  and  later  for  several  years,  a  member 
of  the  Public  Service  Commission  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  he  received  his  legal  training. 
His  manifold  service  has  placed  Mr.  Whitehill  among 
the  leaders  of  the  legal  profession  in  Uniontown  and 
in  this  vicinity  of  the  State.  A  lawyer  of  high  stand¬ 
ing,  both  in  the  consideration  of  the  general  public 
and  in  that  of  the  professional  fraternity,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  Fayette 
County  Bar  Association.  In  1920  he  was  chosen 
secretary  of  the  Fayette  County  association;  and  he 
has  so  served  since  then. 

Active  also  in  civic  affairs,  he  served  a  term  as 
school  director  at  Brookville,  an  office  to  which  he 
was  reelected;  and  he  was  president  of  the  school 
board  at  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Massachusetts. 
His  political  views  have  been  consistently  those  of 
the  Republican  party,  in  which  he  is  influential.  He 
has  also  been  prominent  in  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Fraternity,  the 
latter  of  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days.  In  the 
Masonic  Order,  he  is  affiliated  with  Hobah  Lodge, 
No.  276,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master,  past  sec¬ 
retary,  and  past  representative  in  the  Grand  Lodge; 
Jefferson  Chapter,  No.  225,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in 
which  he  is  past  high  priest,  past  secretary,  and  past 
representative  in  the  Grand  Chapter;  Bethany  Com- 
mandery,  No.  83,  of  Knights  Templar;  Uniontown 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth  degree;  Pittsburgh 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty- 
second  degree;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

In  Uniontown,  Mr.  Whitehill’s  connections  with 
such  groups  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Laurel  Club,  the  Country  Club,  and  the  Shakespeare 
Club  have  further  rendered  him  a  useful  citizen.  He 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Shakespeare  Club. 
He  is  also  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 
Indeed,  he  has  put  a  whole-hearted  enthusiasm,  such 
as  but  few  men  have  to  give,  into  all  his  work  and 
his  many  activities,  so  that  he  stands  out  today  as 
a  leader  among  those  who  know  him  and  are  engaged 
with  him  in  civic  undertakings  of  value. 

Buell  B.  Whitehill  married,  in  Paulding,  Ohio, 
June  26,  1907,  Lee  M.  Snook,  daughter  of  Judge 
Wilson  H.  and  Nancy  (Graves)  Snook,  of  that 
place.  By  this  marriage  there  has  been  one  child, 
Buell  B.  Whitehill,  Jr.,  who  was  born  on  June  25, 
1910,  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1931, 
with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  and  now,  in  1932, 
is  a  student  in  the  George  Baker  School  of  the 
Drama  in  Yale  University.  The  Whitehill  family 
residence  is  situated  at  No.  124  Union  Street,  Union- 
town;  and  Mr.  Whitehill’s  law  offices  are  at  No.  59 
East  Main  Street. 


JAMES  N.  WILSON,  contractor,  whose  very 
interesting  business  located  at  Erie  has  brought  him 
national  reputation  as  mover  and  rigger,  was  born  at 
Marquette,  Michigan,  June  18,  1875.  He  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  N.  and  Rose  A.  (June)  Wilson,  these  families 
being  an  old  line  in  the  United  States,  distinguished 
for  its  pioneer  members  in  the  Middle  West.  Isaac 
N.  Wilson  was  for  many  years  a  moving  contractor ; 
he  retained  various  interests  in  Michigan,  and  in  1881 
came  thence  to  Erie,  where  he  made  himself  a  fore¬ 
most  figure  of  his  generation.  The  family  has  been 
represented  in  Erie  continuously  since  1881. 

Six  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved  to  Erie, 
James  N.  Wilson  attended  the  public  schools,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  class  of  1896  at  Central  High  School. 
Thereafter  he  studied  at  Erie  Business  College  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  old  Keystone  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  now  known  as  the  Burke  Electric  Company. 
For  three  years,  while  serving  his  apprenticeship 
there,  he  took  a  correspondence  course  in  electrical 
engineering.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  war  broke 
out  with  Spain  in  1898. 

Mr.  Wilson  enlisted  in  the  service  with  Company 
A,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  sometime  before  the 
war ;  and  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  following  the 
sinking  of  the  “Maine”  transferred  to  the  navy,  where 
he  held  the  rating  of  second  gunner’s  mate.  We  may 
note  in  this  connection  that  in  the  1917-18  period  of 
our  country’s  participation  in  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Wilson’s  organization  was  of  great  service  in  install¬ 
ing  and  erecting  machinery  and  all  plant  equipment 
in  munition  factories,  while  he  himself  was  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  loan  campaigns  and  helped  in  every  way 
possible  for  a  private  citizen  to  help,  also  putting  the 
resources  of  his  corporation  at  the  call  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  case  of  need. 

He  next  became  associated  with  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company;  later  became 
chief  of  power  and  light  for  the  Whitaker-Glessner 
Company  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia;  remained  there 
three  and  a  half  years;  then  returned  to  Erie,  here 
engaging  in  business  with  his  father  as  a  contractor. 

Resumption  of  business  activity  in  Erie  brought 
him  increased  renown  as  moving  contractor  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  the  control  of 
the  firm,  the  name  of  which  now  is  the  J.  N.  Wilson 
Company.  In  1915  he  took  into  association  George 
S.  Wagner,  who  is  junior  member  of  the  firm. 

The  firm,  founded  by  Mr.  Wilson’s  father  in  1885, 
has  a  most  extended  range  of  operation,  of  which 
Erie  is  the  geographical  axis.  It  has  specialized, 
especially  since  Mr.  Wilson’s  assumption  of  full  con¬ 
trol  in  1914,  in  the  handling  of  power  plant  equip¬ 
ment  and  machinery.  For  such  work  it  is  most  thor¬ 
oughly  and  excellently  equipped.  A  considerable 
business  is  done  in  moving  buildings.  In  fact,  any¬ 
thing  that  can  be  moved — and  a  few  things  commonly 
believed  impossible  for  removal — have  been  handled 
successfully  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  his  competent  staff 
of  men.  He  has,  of  course,  given  his  major  time  to 
affairs  of  this  business,  but  retains  many  other  inter¬ 
ests  as  well.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  foremost 
men  in  Erie,  notably  in  public  works,  and  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  leader.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Bender  Marine 
Company,  and  has  a  broad  diversity  of  holdings, 
which,  for  the  most  part,  are  designed  to  be  of  benefit 
to  the  city. 

Continuously  active  in  civic  matters  since  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Erie,  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  outstanding  for 
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his  efforts  in  connection  with  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Harbor  Commission.  His  membership 
on  the  Pennsylvania  Park  and  Harbor  Commission 
was  by  appointment  of  Governor  Pinchot.  Mr.  Wil- 
son  personally  was  largely  responsible  for  saving 
Perry’s  flagship,  moving  the  craft  to  her  present  lo¬ 
cation,  thereby  performing  what  was  thought  by  many 
an  impossible  task,  and  financing  the  operation  him¬ 
self  in  the  absence  of  any  other  funds  to  pay  for  the 
work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Historical 
Society,  Erie  Builders’  Exchange,  Erie  County  Motor 
Club,  and  a  lifelong  member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church.  For  approximately  forty  years  he  has  taught 
Bible  classes  for  young  men  there,  and  has  held  posi¬ 
tions  of  trust  in  the  denomination,  now  being  a  dea¬ 
con.  For  several  years  Mr.  Wilson  served  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Erie  Baptist  Union,  and  it  was  he  who 
called  the  first  meeting  which  resulted  in  founding 
of  the  City  Mission.  During  the  first  six  years  of  the 
mission’s  existence,  he  was  vice-president  of  the  board. 

Always  interested  in  young  men  and  their  problems, 
he  was  instrumental  in  launching  the  Sunday  School 
Athletic  Association,  in  which  work  he  was  assisted 
by  Jack  Kastner.  He  organized  the  Erie  Chapter, 
Order  of  DeMolay,  1924,  and  is  still  its  active  head. 
He  is  a  leader  in  Masonic  circles,  being  Past  Master 
of  Tyrian  Lodge,  No.  362,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  Most  Wise  Master  of  Erie  Chapter,  Rose 
Croix,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he 
holds  the  thirty-second  degree ;  prelate  of  Mt.  Olivet 
Commandery,  No.  30,  Knights  Templar;  and  member 
of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  affiliated  also  with 
Presque  Isle  Lodge,  No.  107,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  with  Lake  Erie  Encampment,  with 
which  bodies  he  has  been  identified  since  1896. 

Intellectual  movements  have  received  Mr.  Wilson’s 
sponsorship  and  active  participation ;  and  particularly 
was  he  interested  in  the  universal  language,  Esperanto. 
For  several  years  prior  to  the  World  War  he  taught 
free  classes  in  the  language  at  the  Public  Library, 
and  he  was  district  delegate  to  the  World  Congress  of 
Esperantoists  held  at  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  His  literary  tastes  are  wide,  embracing  scientific 
and  historical  writings,  and  he  is  fond  of  outdoor 
recreations.  A  genial,  kindly  man,  possessed  of  a 
ready  wit  and  well  known  for  the  value  of  his  coun¬ 
sels,  he  enjoys  the  association  of  an  unusual  number 
of  friends. 

Mr.  Wilson  married,  in  1901,  Miss  Gertrude  A. 
Harmon;  and  their  children  are:  1.  Paul  H.,  grad¬ 
uate  of  Grove  City  College ;  now  conducting  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  father.  2.  Esther  L.,  graduate  of  Oberlin, 
now  music  instructor  at  Edinboro  State  Teachers’ 
College.  3.  Ruth  G.,  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Edinboro,  Erie  County;  married  E.  Maclay 
Gearhart,  Jr.,  of  Erie.  4.  James  N.,  Jr.,  student  in 
high  school. 

In  response  to  the  urgent  solicitation  of  friends, 
Mr.  Wilson  consented  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  prothonotary  of  Erie  County,  November, 
1931,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  His  list  of  services  to  the  people  is  a  long 
one,  and  he  continues  steadily  to  add  thereto. 


HON.  WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY— One  of 

the  foremost  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar  in 
his  generation,  the  Hon.  William  Montgomery  oc¬ 
cupied  a  high  position  in  the  life  of  the  State.  Apart 
from  his  professional  activities,  which  he  continued 
with  success  until  the  close  of  his  career,  he  was 


influential  in  councils  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
on  several  occasions  was  called  upon  to  assume  the 
duties  of  public  service  in  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust.  In  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  he 
proved  himself  a  statesman  and  a  devoted  servant  of 
the  people.  Few  men,  indeed,  of  his  day  enjoyed  such 
universal  respect  and  honor. 

William  Montgomery  was  born  in  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  Washington  County,  April  II,  1818,  a  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Kelly)  Montgomery.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Scotland,  came  of  the  ancient 
Scottish  family  of  this  name,  for  which  arms  are 
recorded.  The  senior  William  Montgomery  was  born 
in  1792  and  was  twenty-five  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  this  country  in  1817,  settling  in  Washing¬ 
ton  County.  Here  he  married  Elizabeth  Kelly,  born 
in  Washington  County  and  a  member  of  a  pioneer 
family  of  this  section. 

William  Montgomery,  the  son,  passed  his  boyhood 
years  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Franklin  Township. 
The  circumstances  of  the  family  were  then  so  modest 
as  to  verge  on  poverty',  and  he  was  early  obliged 
to  begin  the  active  business  of  life,  assisting  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm  and  later,  during  his 
school  vacations,  working  to  secure  the  sums  neces¬ 
sary  to  pay  his  way  through  college.  Not  infre¬ 
quently  he  labored  even  at  night.  Although  he  had 
little  wealth,  he  inherited  by  virtue  of  his  race  and 
parentage  the  finest  resources  of  character  and  these 
were  amply  sufficient  to  bring  him  to  his  chosen 
goal.  In  1839  he  was  graduated  from  old  Washing¬ 
ton  College,  now  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and 
immediately  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  John  L.  Gow.  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  beginning  shortly  thereafter  the  practice  of 
law  in  Washington,  where  his  activities  centered  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  legal  talents  and  scholar¬ 
ship  were  obvious  from  the  beginning  and  he  quickly 
rose  to  success. 

“As  a  lawyer,”  wrote  a  local  paper  at  his  death 
in  1870,  “he  had  few  peers,  and  his  name  will  go 
down  to  history  with  those  of  Judge  Ross,  Phil  Dod¬ 
dridge  and  Parker  Campbell.  His  forensic  powers 
before  a  jury  were  of  that  wonderful  character  that 
sometimes  held  the  judgment  of  the  jurors  subject 
to  his  will,  and  in  almost  every  case  where  success 
was  possible,  won  his  case.” 

As  early  as  1845,  Mr.  Montgomery  was  appointed 
district  attorney  by  Governor  Shunk  and  so  began 
his  career  of  political  activity  and  public  service  to 
which  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  give  himself.  In 
1848  he  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for  State 
Senator,  but  in  the  ensuing  campaign  was  defeated 
by  a  small  majority.  In  1854  he  received  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  same  party  to  Congress,  "and  during  that 
year,”  it  was  written  of  him,  “in  his  most  wonder¬ 
ful  fight  against  ‘Know  Nothingism,’  made  some  of 
the  most  powerful  speeches  of  his  life.  Even  though 
his  campaign  ended  in  defeat,  he  did  more  than  any 
other  man  in  western  Pennsylvania  toward  giving 
that  organization  a  death-blow.” 

In  1856,  however,  Mr.  Montgomery  was  elected  to 
Congress  and  in  1858  reelected  by  a  large  majority, 
the  largest  ever  given  up  to  that  time  in  his  district. 
It  was  a  deserved  tribute  to  the  brilliance  of  his 
achievements  in  Congress  and  to  the  substantial 
worth  of  his  accomplishments  in  the  Nation  s  capital. 
He  won  there,  it  was  said  of  him  a  reputation  as 
wide  as  the  country.  One  of  his  most  notable  efforts 
on  the  floor  of  Congress  was  his  celebrated  speech 
on  the  Nicaraguan  question  in  defense  of  President 
Buchanan’s  policy.  This  speech  at  once  placed  him 
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in  a  position  as  leader  of  the  House,  and  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  ablest  made  on  either  side 
of  the  question.  “Thus  in  a  few  brief  months  after 
taking  his  seat  his  ability  was  recognized  and  his 
opinions  quoted  in  a  Congress  that  contained  many 
of  the  most  brilliant  and  able  statesmen  that  ever 
sat  in  our  National  Capitol.”  His  second  term  was 
equally  successful,  and  on  its  completion  he  retired 
to  the  private  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  the  Lecompton  controversy,  Mr.  Montgomery 
espoused  the  cause  of  Douglas.  Although  a  lifelong 
Democrat,  there  was  no  question  about  his  loyalty 
to  the  Union,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
he  promptly  took  sides  with  the  government.  His 
appeals  before  the  people  did  much  towards  raising 
troops.  In  preserving  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  land  and  the  unity  of  the  government  he  was 
ready  to  give  his  heartiest  support  to  the  Federal 
cause.  After  its  successful  issue,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
in  1866,  was  again  nominated  for  Congress  by  the 
Democratic  party  of  Washington,  Greene,  Beaver 
and  Lawrence  counties.  This  district  was  now  over¬ 
whelmingly  against  his  party,  and  although  he  made 
a  vigorous  campaign,  he  was  unable  to  win  the  elec¬ 
tion.  For  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  he  lived 
on  his  farm  in  Washington  County,  devoting  him¬ 
self  to  his  professional  duties  and  to  the  management 
of  his  properties  which  had  by  now  reached  large 
proportions.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  had  gathered 
together  more  property  in  the  county  than  any  other 
man  in  the  same  number  of  years. 

William  Montgomery  married  Matilda  Duvall, 
who  was  born  in  Canton  Township,  Washington 
County,  on  May  23,  1825,  daughter  of  Elisha  and 
Phoebe  (Cross)  Duvall,  who  had  come  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  from  Maryland.  Matilda  (Duvall)  Montgomery 
died  in  her  seventieth  year  on  February  20,  1895, 
survived  by  her  son,  Andrew  Jackson  Montgomery 
(q.  v.). 

William  Montgomery  died  on  April  28,  1870,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two. 

The  death  of  the  Hon.  William  Montgomery  .  .  . 
[to  quote  a  contemporary  account]  will  be  learned 
with  regret  by  thousands  of  our  citizens  as  well  as  by 
numerous  persons  in  almost  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  where  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  his  abil¬ 
ity  as  a  statesman  were  well  known. 

His  life  [wrote  another]  was  one  of  remarkable 
struggles  and  successes.  His  great  ability  and  power¬ 
ful  energy  always  pushed  him  forward,  and  his  name 
is  closely  connected  with  all  the  political  contests  and 
important  local  questions  that  agitated  the  people  of 
this  part  of  the  State  since  1840.  .  .  .  Wherever  he 
went,  whether  in  the  city  or  wilds  of  the  West,  in 
steamboat  or  railroad  cars,  he  was  always  the  object 
of  attraction,  and  his  fine  colloquial  powers  and  ex¬ 
haustless  fund  of  information  secured  for  him  listen¬ 
ers,  attention  and  influence. 

The  loss  of  such  a  man  we  will  not  attempt  to  esti¬ 
mate,  but  the  bar  and  political  arena  will  feel  it  for 
years  and  years  to  come. 

His  remains  were  followed  to  their  last  resting  place 
in  Washington  Cemetery  by  the  most  numerous  con¬ 
course  of  citizens  that  we  ever  witnessed  at  a  funeral 
in  this  place,  thus  paying  a  deserved  tribute  to  his 
great  ability  and  character. 


ANDREW  JACKSON  MONTGOMERY  — A 

pioneer  in  the  development  of  the  oil  and  gas  indus¬ 
try  in  Washington  County,  Andrew  Jackson  Mont¬ 
gomery  contributed  in  his  active  career  to  the  greater 
growth  and  progress  of  this  Commonwealth.  He 
was  the  distinguished  son  of  a  distinguished  father, 
worthily  carrying  on  the  traditions  of  prominence 
and  success  so  long  associated  with  the  family  name. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  born  in  Canton  Township, 


Washington  County,  on  February  10,  1845,  a  son  of 
the  Hon.  William  Montgomery  (q.  v.),  and  of 
Matilda  (Duvall)  Montgomery.  Following  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  preliminary  education  he  entered  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Jefferson  College.  At  twenty-one  he  mar¬ 
ried,  and  thereafter  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  man  of  vision  and  sound 
judgment  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  became 
interested  in  several  projects  for  the  development  of 
the  local  oil  and  gas  fields.  Recognizing  the  large 
opportunities  which  this  development  offered,  he 
invested  heavily,  becoming  one  of  the  industry’s  pio¬ 
neers  in  the  Washington  district.  His  courage  was 
rewarded  by  the  successful  issue  of  his  enterprises, 
and  until  the  time  of  his  death  he  continued  to 
devote  himself  to  developments  in  the  oil  industry. 
His  interests  spread  beyond  the  borders  of  his  native 
State,  however,  and  in  1889,  in  association  with  Pro¬ 
fessor  I.  C.  White,  he  became  active  in  the  Man- 
nington,  West  Virginia,  field.  Mr.  Montgomery  was 
widely  known  in  the  industry  and  possessed  an  au¬ 
thoritative  knowledge  of  all  details  of  its  operation. 
His  success  was  based,  as  it  is  in  every  business, 
upon  a  knowledge  of  values  and  of  the  technical 
methods  necessary  to  convert  them  to  use. 

Until  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Montgomery  re¬ 
mained  an  active  figure  in  Washington  life.  He  was 
associated  with  several  commercial  ventures,  and  at 
all  times  gave  his  heartiest  support  to  worthy  civic 
and  benevolent  causes.  True  to  the  high  standards 
which  his  father  set,  he  desired  above  all  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  public  interest,  and  faithfully  sought  the 
welfare  of  his  community  and  its  people.  He  was 
long  an  influence  in  the  Democratic  party,  while 
fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons. 

On  November  8,  1866,  in  Washington,  Andrew 
Jackson  Montgomery  married  Martha  G.  Black,  who 
was  born  in  Washington,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Juliana  (Schaffer)  Black,  and  died  on  June  14, 
1929,  at  an  advanced  age.  Her  father,  a  Washington 
tobacco  manufacturer  and  the  originator  of  the  Con¬ 
estoga  Stogie,  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  in  March,  1794,  and  died  in 
Washington  on  January  30,  1862.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Washington  on  December  17,  1807,  and 
died  here  on  July  17,  1865.  Both  were  of  German 
descent.  Martha  G.  (Black)  Montgomery,  a  graduate 
of  Washington  Seminary  in  i860,  was  an  artist  of 
recognized  talent,  whose  work  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  dealers,  critics  and  others,  far  beyond  the  con¬ 
fines  of  the  city  in  which  she  made  her  home.  She 
was  always  loyal  to  her  native  city,  however,  and 
for  many  years  was  active  in  its  social  and  cultural 
life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  became  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  late  Oscar 
A.  Beverstock,  who  was  head  master  of  Carteret 
Academy  at  Orange,  New  Jersey.  She  was  graduated 
from  Washington  Seminary  in  1888  and  subsequently 
attended  the  Women’s  Medical  College  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  four  years.  2.  George,  of  whom  further. 

Andrew  Jackson  Montgomery  died  in  Washing¬ 
ton  on  December  19,  1902,  being  then  fifty-seven 
years  old.  His  death  brought  to  its  close  an  active 
career  in  which  he  achieved  distinguished  success  in 
his  field  of  chosen  effort.  He  was  a  man  of  talent 
and  of  high  ideals,  winning  the  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

George  Montgomery,  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and 
Martha  G.  (Black)  Montgomery,  was  born  in  the 
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city  of  Washington  and  has  been  a  lifelong  resident 
of  this  place.  He  completed  his  education  in  Trinity 
Hall  and  began  his  active  career  in  association  with 
his  father  in  the  development  of  the  gas  and  oil  proj¬ 
ects  held  by  the  elder  man.  After  his  father’s  death, 
he  took  over  the  direction  of  a  number  of  these 
interests,  but  his  chief  activity  has  been  devoted  to 
the  real  estate  field.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known 
dealers  in  his  city  and  county  and  has  attained  a 
wide  preeminence  in  this  section.  Apart  from  his 
business  he  has  been  especially  active  in  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of  various 
higher  bodies  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
and  an  ardent  exponent  of  Masonic  ideals  and  prin¬ 
ciples. 

On  November  27,  1909,  in  Las  Cruces,  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  George  Montgomery  married  Mary  Lea  Rose- 
borough,  daughter  of  John  Calhoun  and  Rachel 
(Gist)  Roseborough.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Senatobia,  Mississippi,  is  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
now  living  retired  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  Her  mother 
■was  a  native  of  Brooks  County,  West  Virginia.  She 
died  at  Deming,  New  Mexico.  Mrs.  Montgomery 
was  educated  in  a  private  school  at  Meridian,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  Cornell  University. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  of  whom  survive,  as  follows: 
1.  George  Roseborough.  2.  Martha  Gist.  3.  Jean 
Elizabeth.  Their  first-born  child,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
died  in  1910. 


WILLIAM  GEORGE  HALL  —  Entering  the 
United  State  postal  service  as  acting  postmaster  at 
Avella,  Washington  County,  in  1925,  William  George 
Hall  met  the  responsibilities  of  this  office  so  success¬ 
fully  that  within  a  few  months  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  for  the  four-year  term,  and  has  since 
continued  to  serve  by  reappointment. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Robinson  Township,  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  on  May  14,  1902,  a  son  of  George 
William  and  Virginia  (Thayer)  Hall.  His  father 
was  born  in  Cross  Creek  Township,  Washington 
County;  and  was  a  farmer  and  hotel  proprietor  at 
Avella. 

William  George  Hall  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Robinson  Township, 
and  attended  high  school  in  this  district.  He  finished 
his  high  school  work  at  Burgettstown,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1921.  Meanwhile  he  had 
become  identified  with  the  Red  Cross  organization 
at  McDonald,  as  a  nurse,  and  afterwards,  for  a  year 
and  a  half  during  1923  and  1924,  taught  school  in 
Cross  Creek  Township,  Washington  County.  In  1925 
he  entered  the  post  office  at  Avella  as  acting  post¬ 
master,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four  months, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  recommended  by 
Congressman  Temple  of  Washington,  and  was  forth¬ 
with  appointed  by  President  Coolidge  to  the  post¬ 
mastership.  This  was  on  March  3,  1925.  On  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term,  he  was  reappointed  by 
President  Hoover  and  has  since  held  office.  Mr.  Hall 
has  made  a  highly  satisfactory  record  in  his  seven 
years  as  postmaster,  bringing  to  the  community  the 
advantages  of  a  very  efficient  organization. 

Mr.  Hall  has  many  other  local  connections  and  is 
well  known  throughout  this  section.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Avella, 
and  is  scoutmaster  of  Troop  No.  1,  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  at  Avella, .  recognizing  the  value  of  this 
°r^pization  in  building  citizenship  and  manhood.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  From  the  time  he  cast 
his  first  vote,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  pub¬ 


lic  affairs,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  community 
projects  of  merit. 

On  June  28,  1927,  at  Uniontown,  William  G.  Hall 
married  Nellie  Mildred  Strope,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  January  4,  1905,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  P.  and  Olive  L.  Strope.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Ruth  Virginia,  born  at  Avella 
on  July  26,  1928.  2.  Olive  Mildred,  born  July  16, 
1931. 


HENRY  EASTMAN  HACKNEY— Since  1917 
Henry  Eastman  Hackney  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  ris¬ 
ing  to  a  position  of  recognized  prominence  at  the 
bar  of  this  county.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Fay¬ 
ette  County  Bar  Association  and  an  active  figure  in 
the  work  of  other  legal  associations. 

Mr.  Hackney  was  born  at  Uniontown  on  April  2, 
1892,  a  son  of  Dr.  Jacob  S.  and  Mary  E.  Hackney. 
His  father,  a  physician  and  surgeon,  was  active  for 
many  years  in  the  civic  life  of  Uniontown.  Henry 
Eastman  Hackney  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  attended  Culver  Military  Academy,  Culver, 
Indiana,  from  September,  1907,  until  June,  1909,  when 
he  was  graduated.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
entered  Princeton  University,  where  he  took  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  June,  1913,  at  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  required  course.  His  notable  academic 
record  won  him  election  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  honor¬ 
ary  scholastic  fraternity.  In  preparation  for  his 
chosen  career,  Mr.  Hackney  now  entered  the  Law 
School  of  Harvard  University,  where  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1916. 
On  April  23,  1917,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  bar  and  since  that  time,  with  the  exception  of 
the  period  of  his  war  service,  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Uniontown. 

Following  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Hackney  attended  the  2d  officers’ 
training  camp  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia,  from 
August,  1917,  to  May,  1918,  receiving  his  commis¬ 
sion  as  first  lieutenant.  Thereafter  he  was  assigned 
to  Company  H,  327th  Infantry,  becoming  succes¬ 
sively  battalion  intelligence  officer  of  the  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  327th  Infantry,  and  then  regimental  adjutant. 
This  regiment  formed  part  of  the  82d  Division  in 
France,  serving  in  various  defensive  sectors  and  then 
participating  in  the  St.  Mihiel  and  Argonne  offen¬ 
sives.  Mr.  Hackney  was  cited  in  brigade  orders  for 
bravery  in  action.  He  remained  in  France  until  after 
the  signing  of  the  Armistice  and  then  returned  to 
Uniontown  to  resume  his  legal  career. 

From  1917  until  April,  1923,  he  practiced  alone, 
but  on  the  latter  date  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Shelby,  Henderson  and  Hackney.  On  January  1, 
1926,  following  Mr.  Henderson’s  election  as  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  name  of  the 
firm  was  changed  to  Shelby,  Hackney  and  Ray,  of 
which  Mr.  Hackney  has  been  a  member  since  then. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law, 
with  special  emphasis  on  corporation  and  banking 
practice.  His  firm  during  the  past  several  years  has 
been  particularly  active  in  the  liquidation  of  insolvent 
national  and  State  banks.  Mr.  Hackney’s  services 
are  frequently  consulted  by  important  interests,  and 
his  conduct  of  the  cases  entrusted  to  him  has  brought 
him  rapidly  to  the  front  in  legal  circles  of  the  county 
and  State.  His  recent  election  as  president  of  the 
Fayette  County  Bar  Association  is  further  evidence 
of  his  professional  standing. 
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Mr.  Hackney  is  also  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Bar  Association,  the  American  Bar  Association,  and 
the  American  Law  Institute.  He  served  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  drafted  and  annotated  the 
rules  of  court  for  Fayette  County,  as  secretary  of 
the  special  committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  on  the  work  of  the  American  Law  Institute 
and  as  annotator  for  Pennsylvania  for  a  portion  of 
the  “Conflict  of  Laws  Restatement”  of  the  American 
Law  Institute.  Mr.  Hackney  is  also  the  author  of 
a  number  of  articles  which  have  appeared  in  various 
legal  journals. 

In  addition  to  his  legal  connections  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  general  life  of  Uniontown, 
serving  as  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  for  one 
term  and  aiding  generally  in  civic  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  this  city,  while  in  politics  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party. 

On  December  i,  1917,  Henry  Eastman  Hackney 
married  Elizabeth  M.  Pendleton,  daughter  of  Philip 
Henry  and  Charlotte  (Reid)  Pendleton.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Henry  Eastman, 
Jr.,  born  on  June  21,  1920.  2.  Reid  Stauffer,  born 
on  May  26,  1922.  3.  William  Pendleton,  born  on 
June  5,  1924.  Mr.  Hackney’s  offices  at  Uniontown 
are  situated  in  the  Fayette  Title  and  Trust  Building. 


THOMAS  J.  LEE — Active  in  many  different 
phases  of  the  business  and  industrial  life  of  Philips- 
burg,  Thomas  J.  Lee  substantially  contributes  to  the 
well-being  and  betterment  of  conditions  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  his  native  State.  As  president  of  a  bank,  a 
building  and  loan  association  and  a  large  manufactur¬ 
ing  corporation,  he  participates  extensively  in  local 
business  affairs ;  and  to  his  activities  in  these  groups, 
he  adds  years  of  work  in  the  field  of  coal  mining 
operations. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  at  New  Cumberland,  February 
6,  1862,  son  of  John  F.  and  Hannah  (James)  Lee.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  was  for  thirty-six 
years  a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  mother  was  born 
in  New  Cumberland.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  as  follows :  1.  Sylvia,  who  is  now  deceased. 

2.  Thomas  J.,  of  further  mention.  3.  John  F.,  who 
died  in  boyhood. 

In  the  public  schools,  Thomas  J.  Lee,  of  whom  this 
is  primarily  a  record,  received  his  early  formal  edu¬ 
cation  ;  and  afterward  he  attended  business  college  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  In  January,  1883,  he  came  to 
Philipsburg  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Empire  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  whom  he  served  for  about  six  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  period,  he  became  engaged  in  inde¬ 
pendent  coal  operations  of  his  own,  in  which  he  has 
continued  since  that  time. 

In  October,  1928,  he  organized  the  Lee  Metal  Prod¬ 
ucts  Company,  a  corporation  originated  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  pure  nickel  and  stainless  steel  milk  tanks 
and  of  jacketed  kettles  for  domestic  and  commercial 
use.  Mr.  Lee  is  the  president  of  this  company,  and 
also  is  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Philips¬ 
burg  and  the  Citizens  Building  and  Loan  Association. 
Through  these  groups,  he  figures  prominently,  of 
course,  in  a  variety  of  business  operations  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  State;  and  he  is  widely  known  through¬ 
out  the  commercial  world  for  his  spirit  of  fair  deal¬ 
ing  and  his  desire  to  serve  others. 

Busy  as  he  has  been,  however,  with  his  different 
affiliations  and  official  duties  in  these  corporations, 
Mr.  Lee  has  by  no  means  confined  his  efforts  to  this 


one  realm  of  activity,  but  has  extended  his  interests 
into  the  social  and  civic  field.  In  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  he  is  connected  with  many  branches 
and  divisions,  including  Williamsport  Consistory  of 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  he  has  the 
honor  of  holding  the  thirty-third  degree  in  this  fra¬ 
ternal  order.  A  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  all  this  organization’s  useful  civic  proj¬ 
ects,  utilizing  to  the  advantage  of  his  community  this 
medium  of  civic  expression.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Philipsburg  Country  Club.  His  church  is  the 
Methodist  Episcopal.  Into  all  these  groups  and  the 
branches  of  Philipsburg  and  Pennsylvania  life  that 
they  represent,  he  has  consistently  put  his  best  ener¬ 
gies ;  and  his  position  is,  as  a  result,  one  of  leader¬ 
ship  and  very  high  esteem  among  his  fellowmen. 

Thomas  J.  Lee  married,  on  April  18,  1894,  Carrie 
Bowman  Munson,  daughter  of  Judge  Chester  Mun¬ 
son.  By  this  marriage  there  were  born  two  children, 
both  sons  and  both  associated  with  the  Lee  Metal 
Products  Company,  established  by  their  father:  J. 
Munson  Lee  and  Thomas  J.  Lee,  Jr. 


HENRY  C.  BOYD — During  the  past  twelve  years, 
Henry  C.  Boyd  has  served  as  postmaster  of  Finley- 
ville,  Washington  County,  meeting  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  continued  success.  Since  his  father  was 
postmaster  here  some  years  ago,  he  is  the  second 
generation  of  his  family  to  serve  his  native  town  in 
this  way. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  born  at  Finleyville,  on  April  25, 
1886,  a  son  of  Nelson  H.  and  Lucetta  (Fritchman) 
Boyd,  both  natives  of  Westmoreland  County.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this  place,  and 
in  his  younger  years  was  variously  employed.  While 
his  father  was  postmaster  at  Finleyville,  he  had 
occasion  to  familiarize  himself  with  details  connected 
with  the  operation  of  the  postal  service,  and  in  1921, 
when  he  in  turn  was  appointed  postmaster  by  Pres¬ 
ident  Harding  he  was  able  to  begin  upon  his  new 
duties  with  immediate  efficiency.  In  1924  Mr.  Boyd 
was  reappointed  postmaster  of  Finleyville  by  Pres¬ 
ident  Coolidge  and  again  in  1928.  He  has  taken  every 
possible  step  to  insure  efficient  postal  service  for  the 
people  of  his  community  and  enjoys  the  full  confidence 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  Boyd  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in  reli¬ 
gious  faith  is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Finleyville.  He  has  other  local  connec¬ 
tions  and  is  a  well-known  figure  in  the  life  of  this 
section. 

On  July  8,  1922,  Henry  C.  Boyd  married  Hazel 
Houseman,  who  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
on  March  2,  1897,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  House¬ 
man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  make  their  home  in  Finley¬ 
ville. 


LELAND  WOY  WALKER— The  Walker  fam¬ 
ily,  one  of  the  older  families  of  Pennsylvania,  have 
worthy  representatives  in  four  brothers  of  the  present 
generation  who  are  living  up  to  the  traditions  of  their 
ancestors.  Two  are  lawyers,  Ernest  F.  and  Leland 
Woy;  a  third,  Harold  C.,  is  a  contractor  of  Windber, 
Somerset  County;  and  the  fourth,  Robert  N.,  was, 
in  1931,  a  student  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  They 
are  the  sons  of  Charles  Edward  (Keller)  Walker, 
and  Minnie  (Woy)  Walker,  many  years  residents  of 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Walker  being  a  well- 
known  accountant.  All  were  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Johnstown,  and  went  from  these  to  higher 
schools  of  learning. 
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Leland  Woy  Walker,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
review,  was  born  at  Johnstown,  Cambria  County, 
May  5,  1896,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Johnstown 
grade  schools  in  1910,  and  from  the  high  school  in 
1914.  He  then  matriculated  at  Carnegie  Institute 
of  Technology,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1917,  and  in  preparation  for  a  career  in  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  entered  the  Dickinson  School  of  Law,  in  1920, 
graduating  in  1923,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  The  break  in  his  scholastic  and  technical 
training  was  caused  by  America’s  participation  in  the 
World  War ;  Mr.  Walker  enlisted  in  the  Federal 
forces  and  served  overseas  as  a  member  of  Company 
C,  113th  Signal  Battalion,  28th  Division,  American 
Expeditionary  Forces. 

In  1923  Mr.  Walker  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Pennsylvania  and  practiced  for  a  time  in  Johnstown, 
prior  to  his  removal  to  Somerset.  He  has  built  up 
a  clientele  as  an  attorney-at-law,  and  is  a  referee  in 
bankruptcy.  A  diligent  student  of  the  law,  gifted  with 
the  ability  to  get  at  the  basic  ideas  beneath  any  con¬ 
tention,  he  is  particularly  well  equipped  for  his  work 
as  a  lawyer,  a  fact  has  come  to  be  recognized  by  his 
colleagues.  Like  his  brothers,  he  has  the  keen  mind, 
the  indefatigable  energy,  the  habit  of  concentration 
of  all  his  talent,  which  makes  for  success  in  any 
sphere  of  human  activity.  Ernest  F.  Walker  is  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania;  Har¬ 
old  C.  Walker  has  gone  ahead  fast  as  a  contractor 
and  builder  of  Windber ;  while  the  youngest  of  the 
brothers,  Robert  N.,  is  gaining  laurels  as  a  college 
student. 

Leland  Woy  Walker,  although  intensely  devoted  to 
his  profession  and  his  family,  finds  enough  time  to 
enter  into  the  fraternal,  social  and  civic  activities  of 
Somerset.  Without  ostentation  or  desire  for  office, 
he  plays  an  important  role  in  the  welfare  movements 
of  his  city  and  lends  a  hand  to  all  worthy  causes 
which  aim  at  the  betterment  of  his  adopted  home.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  confined  to  Somerset  Lodge, 
No.  538,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Somerset  Lodge,  No. 
1048.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Theta  Phi  Fra¬ 
ternity,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

At  Johnstown  on  November  18,  1920,  Leland  W. 
Walker  married  Vida  Miller  Boose,  daughter  of  Ellis 
Turner  and  Emma  McIntyre  (Miller)  Boose.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walker  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Joan  Boose  Walker,  born  September  13,  1921.  2. 

Patricia  Anne  Walker,  born  January  8,  1929. 


ARTHUR  LABAN  BATES— His  native  city, 
Meadville,  Crawford  County,  has  been  the  scene  of 
Mr.  Bates’  successful  professional  activities  as  a  law¬ 
yer  for  almost  half  a  century.  During  this  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  service  as  a  member  of  the  bar  Mr.  Bates 
not  only  has  reached  an  eminent  position  in  legal 
circles,  but  has  also  rendered  important  services  to 
his  native  city  and  county  in  many  other  ways.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  several  of  the  leading 
financial  institutions  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania, 
has  to  his  credit  long  and  able  service  in  Congress 
and  for  many  years  has  been  a  leader  in  every  worth 
while  civic  movement  or  enterprise.  Of  course,  his 
position  in  the  community  is  one  of  great  importance 
and  influence. 

Arthur  Laban  Bates  was  born  at  Meadville,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  June  6,  1859,  a  son  of  Samuel  P.  and 
S.  Josephine  (Bates)  Bates.  Hs  father  was  a  noted 
educator,  historian  and  author.  Among  his  best  known 


works  should  be  especially  mentioned  a  “History  of 
Crawford  County,”  and  the  “History  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,”  and  “Lives  of  the  Governors  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.”  Arthur  L.  Bates  received  his  early  education 
under  private  tutors  and  was  graduated  from  Alle¬ 
gheny  College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1880.  He  also  holds  the  degrees  of  Master  of  Arts 
and  Doctor  of  Laws  from  that  institution.  Admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1882,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
at  Meadville  in  the  same  year  and  has  continued  in 
general  practice  in  this  city  ever  since.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Crawford  County  Bar  Association  and  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association.  Four  times  he 
served  as  city  solicitor  of  Meadville.  His  service  in 
the  United  States  Congress  covered  six  terms  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  57th,  58th,  59th  60th,  61  st  and 
62d  congresses.  During  his  long  service  at  Wash¬ 
ington  he  proved  himself  an  exceptionally  able  and 
conscientious  legislator  and  most  capably  represented 
the  interests  of  his  constituents.  Outstanding  features 
of  his  service  in  Congress  were  the  drafting  and 
passing  of  the  bill  making  Pearl  Harbor  in  the  Pacific 
a  naval  base  and  equipping  and  fortifying  the  same. 
He  was  also  the  author  of  the  first  employers’  liabil¬ 
ity  law  and  of  the  bill  making  Robert  E.  Peary,  the 
discoverer  of  the  North  Pole,  a  rear  admiral.  He  is 
vice-president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Con- 
neaut  Lake  and  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Meadville,  serving  also  as  a  director  of  several 
other  corporations.  For  many  years  prominently  ac¬ 
tive  in  Masonic  circles,  he  is  a  member  of  the  various 
Masonic  bodies,  both  of  the  York  Rite  and  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  up  to  and  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree.  He  is  a  Past  Master  of  his  lodge. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  encampment  of  this  organi¬ 
zation,  as  well  as  of  the  Crawford  County  Country 
Club,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  of 
which  he  served  as  president  for  six  years,  and  of  the 
Meadville  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  a 
director.  Another  organization,  in  which  he  has  al¬ 
ways  taken  a  deep  interest,  is  the  Meadville  Public 
Library  Association,  of  which  he  is  president.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Meadville,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for  the 
past  twenty  years.  Mr.  Bates  has  always  been  a 
student  and  during  his  college  years  he  pursued  his 
studies  so  successfully  that  he  was  elected  to  the 
honorary  scholastic  society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

Mr.  Bates  married,  in  1909,  Emily  Rusling,  a 
daughter  of  General  James  F.  and  Emily  (Wells) 
Rusling.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Bates  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Josephine  R.  and  Arthur  L.  Bates,  Jr. 


WALTER  IRVING  BATES— As  an  editor  and 
a  publisher,  Walter  Irving  Bates  has  served  effec¬ 
tively,  indeed,  the  city  of  Aleadville,  Crawford 
County,  where  he  lives.  Here  he  heads  the  work  of 
the  Aleadville  “Tribune-Republican,”  a  paper  with 
wide  circulation  and  influence;  and,  being  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  life  and  conditions  of  his  native 
place,  is  able  to  render  outstanding  service  to  his 
community  through  the  medium  of  his  paper. 

Mr.  Bates  was  born  on  June  15,  1873,  in  Aleadville, 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Samuel  P.  and  S.  Josephine 
(Bates)  Bates.  His  father,  who  died  in  1902,  held  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  which  he  won  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  achievements  as  an  educator,  historian  and 
author.  After  receiving  his  early  education,  Walter 
Irving  Bates,  of  this  review,  became  a  student  at 
Allegheny  College,  in  Meadville,  where  he  took  the 
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degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Later  he  studied  at  the 
Sorbonne,  in  Paris,  France,  in  1896  and  1897.  As 
early  as  1895,  however,  the  year  before  he  took  his 
Arts  degree,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania 
bar,  though  he  never  formally  practiced  his  profes¬ 
sion.  He  served,  when  he  entered  upon  his  active 
journalistic  work,  as  Paris  correspondent  for  the 
Philadelphia  “Press,”  having  been  so  engaged  while 
a  student  at  the  Sorbonne;  and  then,  in  1899,  return¬ 
ing  to  his  native  city  of  Meadville,  he  acquired  con¬ 
trol  of  the  “Tribune-Republican,”  of  which  he  has 
since  been  the  editor  and  owner.  He  is  president  of 
the  publishing  company. 

Aside  from  his  work  as  publisher  and  editor,  which 
has  been  valuable  to  his  community  and  which  he  has 
performed  with  characteristic  distinction,  Mr.  Bates 
has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  general  life  of  Mead¬ 
ville.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  McCroskey  Tool 
Corporation ;  a  director  of  the  Home  Building  and 
Loan  Association  and  the  Legal  Public  Library;  a 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  University  Club, 
the  Literary  Union  Club,  the  Round  Table  Club,  the 
Iroquois  Club,  and  the  Meadville  Country  Club.  He 
is  also  affiliated  with  the  American  Historical  Society 
and  the  Ohio  Valley  Historical  Society,  as  well  as 
with  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in 
his  student  days.  He  is  a  member  of  Crawford 
Lodge,  No.  234,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

At  the  time  of  the  Spanish- American  War,  Mr. 
Bates  recruited  a  company  for  the  service,  and  was 
chosen  captain  of  his  company.  On  August  15,  1898, 
he  was  made  major  of  the  21st  Regiment,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  National  Guard.  A  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  he  served,  in  1916,  as  Presidential  Elector  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Pennsylvania  District.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Meadville  Board  of  Education,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers’  College, 
at  Edinboro,  and  through  these  affiliations,  performs 
an  important  work  in  the  educational  world,  as  well 
as  in  the  other  realms  of  life  in  which  he  is  interested. 
Into  all  his  activities  he  has  consistently  put  his  best 
energies,  and,  as  a  result,  he  is  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  whose  privilege  it  is  to  know  him. 

Walter  Irving  Bates  married,  on  February  7,  1901, 
Marion  Sackett,  of  Meadville,  a  daughter  of  Myron 
W.  and  Sarah  (Barber)  Sackett.  By  this  marriage 
the  children  have  been:  1.  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Merwin  G.  Shryock,  and  has  a  son,  David  Bates 
Shryock.  2.  Edward  Irving,  married  Elinor  Van 
Scotin  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  ' the  Tribune  Publishing  Company.  3.  Sarah  Jose¬ 
phine.  4.  Robert  S.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
602  Chestnut  Street,  Meadville. 


JOHN  RALPH  JENNINGS  — A  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  in  which  he  served  with  distinction  in 
his  country’s  cause,  John  Ralph  Jennings  became  in 
later  years  a  prominent  figuredn  the  life  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  resident  of  this  city 
from  boyhood  and  his  early  death  was  a  serious  loss 
to  the  community  in  which  he  so  long  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  born  in  Wind  Ridge,  Greene 
County,  on  March  29,  1893,  a  son  of  Silas  H.  and 
Anna  (Drake)  Jennings,  both  natives  of  Greene 
County,  His  father  has  been  a  merchant  and  grocer 
at  Washington  over  a  long  period. 

John  R.  (J.  Ralph)  Jennings  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington,  and 
subsequently  attended  Duff’s  College  of  Business  in 
Pittsburgh  and  the  evening  sessions  of  the  Univer¬ 


sity  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1914  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Hazel  Atlas  Glass  Company,  working  at  their  No. 
1  plant  in  Washington  until  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  World  War.  Following  that  decisive 
step,  Mr.  Jennings  enlisted  on  June  28,  1917,  as  a 
member  of  Company  H,  noth  Infantry,  28th  Division, 
United  States  Army,  and  went  overseas  with  these 
troops  in  May,  1918,  as  part  of  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces.  He  participated  in  the  famous  battle 
of  Chateau  Thierry,  July  15-19,  1918,  and  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  at  the  Ourcq  River,  July  30,  1918,  was  seri¬ 
ously  wounded  in  action,  necessitating  the  amputa¬ 
tion  of  a  leg.  He  was  returned  to  the  United  States 
following  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  on  November 
28,  1918,  and  received  his  final  discharge  on  April  19, 
1919.  Mr.  Jennings  served  with  great  gallantry  and 
courage,  and  while  at  times  he  may  have  regretted 
the  sacrifice  he  was  called  upon  to  make,  he  would 
have  done  it  again  willingly  had  his  country  called. 

After  his  return  to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  Mr. 
Jennings  resumed  his  work  with  the  Hazel  Atlas 
Glass  Company,  but  shortly  thereafter  he  became  a 
candidate  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  office  of 
tax  collector  and  was  successfully  elected,  serving 
for  two  years,  from  1922  to  1924.  Upon  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term  he  was  employed  for  two  years  by 
the  Knestrick  Electric  Company  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  purchased  this  business 
in  association  with  James  M.  Smith  and  continued 
its  operation  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  last 
few  years  of  his  life,  from  1929  to  1932,  he  also  held 
the  position  of  tipstaff  in  the  Washington  County 
Court.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Jennings  was 
also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Washington 
Armory  Board,  and  a  member  of  Edwin  Scott  Linton 
Post,  No.  175,  American  Legion.  He  was  affiliated, 
in  addition,  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  was  a  member  of  the  First  Christian 
Church  of  Washington.  Whether  in  public  office,  in 
the  service  of  his  country  as  a  soldier,  or  in  private 
life,  Mr.  Jennings  met  every  duty  which  life  brought 
him,  never  shirking  an  obligation,  and  performing 
them  all  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He  was  a  man  of 
integrity,  strong  character  and  winning  personality, 
enjoying  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him  and  the 
friendship  of  a  host  of  intimate  acquaintances. 

On  June  22,  1921,  at  Castle  Shannon,  Allegheny 
County,  John  Ralph  Jennings  married  Elsie  Heller, 
who  was  born  at  Castle  Shannon  on  June  24,  1898, 
a  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Elsie  (Mickey)  Heller. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Pittsburgh,  and  her 
mother  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jennings  became  the  parents  of  three  children :  1. 

John  Ralph,  born  December  30,  1923.  2.  Allen  Drake, 
born  October  17,  1922,  died  January  19,  1924.  3.  Elsie 
Louise,  born  July  6,  1926.  All  three  children  were 
born  at  Washington. 

Mr.  Jennings  died  on  January  25,  1932,  following  a 
brief  illness,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight.  His  death, 
cutting  short  a  career  which  was  hardly  yet  in  its 
prime,  was  a  serious  shock  to  the  community.  Mr. 
Jennings  was  buried  with  full  military  honors  and 
the  simple  but  impressive  services  were  attended  by 
hundreds  who  gathered  to  pay  him  their  last  tributes 
of  honor  and  respect.  Though  he  is  gone,  his  influ¬ 
ence  and  example  will  continue  to  be  a  potent  force 
in  Washington  life. 


JOHN  IRWIN  SCULL — A  member  of  an  old 
and  prominent  Somerset  County  family,  Mr.  Scull 
himself  was  born  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  has 
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spent  practically  all  of  his  life  here.  Like  his  father, 
one  of  the  leading  bankers  of  Somerset  County,  Mr. 
Scull  is  identified  with  two  of  the  most  prominent 
banks  of  the  city  of  Somerset,  cf  both  of  which  he  is 
vice-president.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
able  and  most  successful  of  the  younger  generation 
of  bankers  in  Somerset  County  and  holds  a  position 
of  importance  and  influence  in  the  community. 

John  Irwin  Scull  was  born  at  Somerset,  Somerset 
County,  February  16,  1888,  a  son  of  George  Ross  and 
Caroline  (Baer)  Scull.  His  father  is  president  of  the 
Somerset  Trust  Company  and  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Somerset.  Mr.  Scull  prepared  for  college 
at  Mercersburg  Academy,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1905.  He  then  entered  Princeton  University, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  1909  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and,  after  one  year’s  post¬ 
graduate  work,  receiving  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  in  1910.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  he  was  a 
member  of  the  reportorial  staff  of  the  Philadelphia 
“Press.”  Later  in  1910  he  became  connected  with 
the  United  States  Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company, 
with  which  he  continued  until  1918,  serving  in  vari¬ 
ous  capacities.  He  then  spent  three  years,  1918-21, 
with  the  American  Red  Cross.  Returning  to  Somer¬ 
set  in  1922,  Mr.  Scull  became  connected  with  the 
Somerset  Trust  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
until  1926.  Since  then  he  has  been  actively  identified 
with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Somerset.  He  is 
vice-president  of  the  Somerset  Trust  Company  and  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  of  Somerset.  While  at¬ 
tending  college  he  became  a  member  of  the  Quad¬ 
rangle  Club  of  Princeton  and  he  is  now  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Somerset  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Scull  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home  with 
his  parents  in  Somerset. 


CHARLES  TYNDALE  EVANS—  Vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Cyclops  Steel  Com¬ 
pany  at  Titusville,  Crawford  County,  Charles  T. 
Evans  has  occupied  his  present  position  since  1924. 
He  came  to  the  industrial  field  after  more  than  twenty 
years  of  educational  work,  and  his  success  in  a  re¬ 
sponsible  executive  office  serves  to  demonstrate  the 
versatility  of  his  talents. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  at  Glen  Moore,  Chester 
County,  July  14,  1872,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Annie 
(Wilkinson)  Evans,  both  natives  of  Chester  County 
and  both  now  deceased,  the  father  having  died  in 
1897  and  the  mother  in  1915.  His  father  was  super¬ 
vising  engineer  of  the  Pine  Grove  Division  of  the 
Reading  Railway  for  many  years,  residing  at  Pine 
Grove,  Schuylkill  County. 

Charles  T.  Evans  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  birthplace  and  of  Pine  Grove,  and  subsequently 
entered  Dickinson  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  He  then 
spent  three  years  as  teacher  of  science  at  Centenary 
Collegiate  Institute,  Hackettstown,  New  Jersey.  Under 
the  John  Tyndale  Fellowship  of  Physics  he  spent  one 
year  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  another 
year  at  Harvard  University,  taking  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  at  the  latter  institution.  Mr.  Evans 
spent  the  next  seventeen  years  of  his  life  as  a  master 
of  physics  and  chemistry  and  also  for  ten  years  as 
dean  of  the  Hill  School,  a  preparatory  school  for  boys 
at  Pottstown.  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Evans  is  a  member 
of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  also  of  the  Sigma  Xi 
honorary  fraternities,  honors  conferred  for  distinc¬ 


tion  in  scholarship  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  respec¬ 
tively. 

After  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War,  he  came  to  the  Cyclops  Steel  Company  in  Titus¬ 
ville  as  chief  metallurgist.  Mr.  Evans  quickly  proved 
the  value  of  his  services,  both  as  a  technician  and  an 
executive.  Mr.  Evans  has  played  an  important  part 
in  the  recent  history  of  the  company.  Aside  from  his 
executive  duties,  he  has  devoted  much  time  to  metal¬ 
lurgical  research  and  is  the  patentee  of  two  metals, 
Cyclops  No.  1 7  Metal  and  Cyclops  K  Steel,  both 
stainless  and  non-corrosive  metals,  which  have  found 
a  wide  field  of  application  in  industry.  Mr.  Evans 
is  also  a  director  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Titusville. 

Affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  he  has  been  active  in  this  order,  being  a 
member  of  Oil  Creek  Lodge,  No.  303,  of  Titusville; 
Aaron  Chapter,  No.  207,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of 
Titusville;  Occident  Council,  No.  41,  Royal  and  Se¬ 
lect  Masters,  of  Titusville;  Rose  Croix  Commandery, 
No.  38,  Knights  Templar  of  Titusville;  Venango 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
of  Oil  City;  and  he  is  a  past  officer  in  all  these 
bodies.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Pennsylvania  Con¬ 
sistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of 
Pittsburgh.  In  recognition  of  his  distinguished  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  order,  the  thirty-third  degree  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  was  conferred  upon  him, 
and  he  is  now  an  honorary  member  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Scottish  Rite. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a  member  of  the  American  Chemical 
Society,  the  American  Society  of  Steel  Treating,  the 
American  Society  for  Testing  Materials,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers 
and  the  Titusville  Country  Club.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity  and  at  one  time 
was  president  of  Province  Beta  of  that  fraternity.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  worships  with  his 
family  in  the  Presbyterian  faith.  He  is  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Titusville  and  is  an  elder  in  the  session  of  that 
church. 

Mr.  Evans  is  the  author  of  a  textbook,  “An  Arith¬ 
metic  of  Elementary  Chemistry,”  used  extensively  in 
preparatory  schools. 

On  July  1 7,  1912,  Charles  Tyndale  Evans  married 
Helen  Mary  Edwards,  daughter  of  Burton  F.  and 
Helen  (Bartlett)  Edwards  of  Titusville.  They  have 
one  son,  Charles  T.,  Jr.,  who  is  now  a  student  in  high 
school. 


HON.  S.  JOHN  MORROW,  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Fayette  County,  was  bom  in 
Summerhill  Township,  Craw’ford  County,  on  June 
24,  1879.  His  parents,  Samuel  J.  and  Mary  (Sproul) 
Morrow,  both  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  lived  on  a 
farm  where  he  grew  to  youthful  manhood.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
local  district  school  and  at  Conneautville  High  School, 
he  entered  Allegheny  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1901  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  His  college  fraternity  is  Phi  Kappa  Psi.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society. 

He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Uniontown,  Octo¬ 
ber  1,  1905,  continuing  alone  until  April  1,  1907,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  law  firm  of 
Howell  and  Sturgis,  the  new  firm  being  Howell, 
Sturgis  and  Morrow.  This  partnership  existed  until 
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November  1,  1910,  when  Mr.  Howell  retired  and  the 
firm  of  Reppert,  Sturgis  and  Morrow  was  formed,  it 
continuing  until  1915,  when  Judge  Reppert  retired 
therefrom  to  assume  again  the  office  of  common 
pleas  judge.  The  firm  of  Sturgis  and  Morrow  con¬ 
tinued  for  many  years. 

Judge  Morrow  quickly  demonstrated  the  high  qual¬ 
ity  of  his  legal  talents,  rising  to  prominence  at  the 
local  bar.  In  addition  he  came  to  play  an  active  part 
in  public  life.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  From 
1912  to  1916  he  served  as  first  assistant  district  attor¬ 
ney  of  Fayette  County,  and  from  1916  to  1920  was 
district  attorney.  He  performed  the  duties  of  these 
offices  with  ability  and  fidelity,  and  on  retiring  to 
private  practice  he  left  an  honorable  record  of  ac¬ 
complishment.  Five  years  later,  in  1925,  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
Fourteenth  Judicial  District  comprising  the  county  of 
Fayette,  and  since  that  time  has  served  on  the  bench. 
He  belongs  to  the  Fayette  County  Bar  Association, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association,  and  the 
American  Bar  Association. 

Judge  Morrow  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
belonging  to  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Commandery,  Con¬ 
sistory  and  Shrine,  his  membership  in  the  two'  latter 
bodies  being  at  Pittsburgh.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Duquesne  Club  of  Pittsburgh.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

On  March  24,  1915,  Judge  Morrow  married  Caro¬ 
line  Mathiot  Longanecker,  of  Pittsburgh.  They  have 
two  children :  William  Mathiot  and  Robert  Sproul. 


WALTER  ELMER  McNUTT — A  member  of 
an  old  and  well  known  Somerset  County  family,  Mr. 
McNutt  himself  was  born  in  this  part  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  has  always  lived  here,  excepting  only  the 
period  during  the  World  War,  during  which  he 
served  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  was  treasurer 
of  Somerset  County  for  four  years  and  in  1931  was 
elected  prothonotary  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  is 
a  member  of  several  fraternal  and  patriotic  organi¬ 
zations,  and  is  also  active  in  religious  affairs  and  is 
one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  the  city  of  Som¬ 
erset,  as  well  as  Somerset  County. 

Walter  Elmer  McNutt  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  a  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Henrietta  McNutt. 
His  father,  now  deceased,  was  a  farmer  and  a  veter¬ 
an  of  the  Civil  War,  during  which  he  served  in  the 
Union  Army.  Mr.  McNutt  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  Cambria  Business  College. 
A  veteran  of  the  World  War,  he  became  interested 
and  active  in  politics  after  the  war  and  eventually 
was  elected  treasurer  of  his  native  county,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  1932.  He  gives  the  important 
office  of  prothonotary,  which  he  now  holds,  a  most 
efficient,  honest  and  business-like  administration  and 
as  a  result  he  enjoys  the  full  confidence  and  the  high 
regard  of  his  fellow-citizens.  During  the  World 
War  Mr.  McNutt  served  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
being  attached  to  the  United  States  ship  “Great 
Northern.”  He  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order, 
United  American  Mechanics ;  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  the  American  Legion;  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars;  the  Sons  of  Union  Veterans;  and 
the  D.  A.  V.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  also  with  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 

Mr.  McNutt  married,  at  Altoona,  December  20, 
1927,  Martha  C.  Work,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ella 
(Irwin)  Work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNutt,  who  make 


their  home  at  No.  364  West  Catherine  Street,  Somer¬ 
set,  have  no  children.  Mr.  McNutt’s  offices  are  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  County  Courthouse  at  Somerset. 


JOHN  ELMER  REED  was  born,  February  27, 
1865,  on  the  farm  of  his  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph 
Reed,  in  Millcreek  Township,  Erie  County,  and  is  the 
eldest  child  of  John  Grubb  and  Candace  Eliza  (Blair) 
Reed.  Their  other  children  were:  1.  Dr.  George 
Arthur  Reed,  a  leading  physician  and  surgeon  in 
Erie.  2.  Joseph  Wilbur  Reed,  who  carried  on  the 
farm  of  his  ancestors  until  his  death  from  tetanus 
April  3,  1910.  3.  Mary  Jane  Reed,  a  school  librarian 
in  Erie.  4.  Mrs.  Edith  Jane  (Reed)  Carpenter,  of 
Millcreek  Township.  5.  Dr.  James  Ross  Reed,  an 
eye  and  ear  specialist  in  Pasadena,  California. 

Mr.  Reed’s  paternal  grandmother  was  Jane  Grubb, 
a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  (Major  and  Captain)  John 
Grubb,  of  Lancaster  County.  She  married  Joseph 
Reed,  September  19,  1837,  and  they  had  three  children: 
John  Grubb  Reed,  George  Reed  and  Mary  Alicia 
(Reed)  Keyes.  Captain  John  Grubb  was  in  the 
army  at  Pittsburgh  called  to  suppress  the  “Whiskey 
Insurrection”  below  Pittsburgh.  At  the  close  of  that 
trouble  he  was  ordered  to  Presque  Isle  with  a  body 
of  troops  to  guard  the  State  officials  in  laying  out  the 
town  of  Erie,  arriving  at  Presque  Isle,  July  24,  1795, 
as  shown  by  his  old  military  record  book,  and  re¬ 
maining  to  establish  his  home  here. 

Joseph  Reed’s  parents  were  George  Reed,  a  son  of 
Captain  Joseph  Reed  of  York  County,  who  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  Janet  (Ross)  Reed,  a 
daughter  of  Hugh  Ross  of  Chanceford,  York  County. 
This  Joseph  Reed  of  York  County  had  “a  farm  of 
700  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,”  operated  a  ferry  from  it  to  the  mouth  of 
Pequea  Creek,  and  conducted  a  pioneer  tavern. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject,  both  paternal  and 
maternal,  were  farmers,  and  occupied  leading  and  in¬ 
fluential  places  in  their  communities  in  social,  reli¬ 
gious,  business,  and  political  life.  His  mother,  Can¬ 
dace  Eliza  (Blair)  Reed,  was  descended  in  her  pater¬ 
nal  line  from  the  Scotch  family  of  Blair,  her  grand¬ 
father,  James  Blair,  being  one  of  the  very  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  Erie  County,  and  her  grandmother,  Mary 
(Wallace)  Blair,  belonging  to  the  historical  Scotch 
family  of  Wallace.  Both  are  believed  to  have  been 
born  in  Chester  (or  York)  County,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Elmer  Reed,  the  subject  of  this  article,  mar¬ 
ried,  October  10,  1893,  Elizabeth  Cora  Brown,  of 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  a  daughter  of  James 
Brown,  a  Scotchman  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  and 
Anna  Jane  (Cameron)  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Lon¬ 
don,  Ontario,  a  member  of  the  historical  Scotch 
family  of  Cameron  of  Lochiel.  They  have  one  son, 
Robert  Cameron  Reed,  an  engineer  with  the  General 
Electric  Company,  at  Erie,  who  married  Violet  M. 
King,  and  has  a  daughter,  Marylin  Edythe  Reed.  Our 
subject  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  higher  schools 
of  his  county,  taught  common  schools  for  five  years, 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Emory  A.  Walling  at 
Erie,  being  admitted  to  the  Erie  County  courts  on 
June  28,  1895.  He  is  a  member  of  the  upper  courts 
of  his  State,  of  United  States  District  Court,  of  the 
American  Bar  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Bar  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  Archaeological 
Society,  the  Blair  Society  for  Genealogical  Research, 
and  the  Erie  County  Historical  Society,  of  which  he 
is  secretary;  he  is  also  secretary  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Niagara  Association  which  has  saved  to  future  gener¬ 
ations  the  historical  flagship  of  Commodore  Oliver 


PENNSYLVANIA 


291 


Hazard  Perry,  the  United  States  ship  “Niagara,”  at 
Erie. 

Mr.  Reed  is  the  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Reed,  Waite  and  Spofford  at  Erie,  and  has  won  the 
confidence  of  the  community  as  well  as  a  large  and 
prosperous  practice.  In  addition  to  his  professional 
work  he  has  found  time  to  prepare  a  two-volume 
history  of  his  county  (1925),  as  well  as  numerous 
historical  brochures,  sketches  and  news  articles  of  the 
historical  life  of  Erie  County.  In  recognition  of  his 
services  in  honoring  the  life  of  Chief  Cornplanter, 
the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  formally  adopted  him 
into  its  membership  in  1925  at  the  Cornplanter  Reser¬ 
vation  in  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  with  the  hon¬ 
orable  name  of  “Ha-hos-tah.”  Some  of  his  valuable 
historical  sketches  were  published  in  brochure  style 
on  the  subjects  of  “Cornplanter”;  “Aliddlebrook,”  the 
earliest  church  in  his  county;  “The  Niagara  River 
Region,”  as  related  to  the  history  of  his  county; 
“Fairview- Westminster  Church,”  a  historical  sketch 
for  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
that  organization;  the  “Erie  Triangle,”  and  other 
subjects.  He  is  now  preparing  a  textbook  history  of 
his  county  for  use  in  the  public  and  high  schools. 
He  has  always  been  identified  with  the  active  work 
of  his  church,  Sabbath  school,  educational  and  civic 
movements,  and  other  phases  of  community  welfare 
work. 


JUNE  ELIZABETH  WERNER  — A  member  of 
a  well-known  Somerset  County  family,  Miss  Werner 
herself  is  a  native  and  lifelong  resident  of  the  county 
seat,  Somerset.  Here,  after  having  spent  the  earlier 
part  of  her  career  in  journalistic  work,  she  has  been 
identified  with  public  life  during  the  last  eleven  years, 
first  as  deputy  prothonotary  and  more  recently  as 
prothonotary  of  Somerset  County.  Miss  Werner  filled 
these  important  and  responsible  positions  with  char¬ 
acteristic  ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness  and 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  county  officials.  She  is 
a  member  of  several  patriotic  societies,  is  active  in 
religious  work  and,  of  course,  has  a  host  of  friends  in 
Somerset  and  throughout  Somerset  County. 

June  Elizabeth  Werner  was  born  at  Somerset,  June 
29,  1898,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Henry  and  Vesta 
Louise  (Critchfield)  Warner.  Her  father  is  the  editor 
of  the  “Somerset  Democrat.”  Miss  Werner  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  her  native  city  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Somerset  High  School  in  1916. 
She  then  became  connected  with  the  Johnstown  “Tri¬ 
bune  Daily,”  of  which  she  was  a  reporter  for  four 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  she  was  appointed 
deputy  prothonotary  of  Somerset  County,  in  which 
office  she  served  very  effectively  for  eight  years.  The 
experience  which  she  gained  during  that  time  stood 
her  in  good  stead,  when  she  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  prothonotary  of  Somerset  County  in  1927.  Her 
term  in  this  office,  which  commenced  in  1928,  was  for 
four  years  and,  therefore,  expired  in  1932.  Miss 
Werner  is  a  member  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Auxiliary,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and 
Salon  No.  98  of  Somerset  County  of  the  Society  of 
Forty  and  Eight.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Automobile  Association.  Her  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  with  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  of  Somerset,  in 
the  affairs  of  which  she  is  very  active. 

Miss  Werner  makes  her  home  with  her  parents  at 
No.  398  West  Main  Street,  Somerset. 


DANIEL  STURGEON  ROBINSON— Since  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  Daniel  S.  Robinson  has 
been  in  law  practice  in  Uniontown  and  Fayette 
County,  and  in  this  period  he  has  built  up  an  enviable 
reputation  as  well  as  a  desirable  group  of  clients. 
Mr.  Robinson  was  born  in  Uniontown,  September  3, 
1899,  a  son  of  Harold  Lee  and  Laverna  (Smith) 
Robinson ;  the  former,  who  was  a  well-known  attor¬ 
ney,  is  now  deceased.  In  the  public  schools,  including 
the  high  school,  of  Uniontown,  the  son,  Daniel  S., 
received  his  early  and  preparatory-to-college  educa¬ 
tion,  finishing  his  high  school  course  in  1915.  He 
next  matriculated  at  Allegheny  College,  Meadville, 
where,  after  two  years  service  in  the  American  Expe¬ 
ditionary  Forces,  he  graduated  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
the  class  of  1921.  His  professional  training  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  law  depart¬ 
ment,  where  he  won  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  and 
was  graduated  in  1924. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Fayette  County  in 
1924,  entering  partnership  with  his  father  and  brother, 
John  L.  Robinson.  The  brother  died  in  1928.  Since 
the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  in  1930,  he 
has  conducted  his  practice  alone,  and  has  arrived  at 
the  front  rank  of  the  younger  bar  leaders  of  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association,  and  Fay¬ 
ette  County  Bar  Association,  in  which  he  enjoys  con¬ 
tact  with  his  legal  brethren.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity,  Fayette  Lodge,  No. 
228,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite ;  and  the  Uniontown  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Robinson  married,  October  2,  1924,  Pauline  G. 
Stolz.  He  has  his  law  office  in  the  Second  National 
Bank  Building  at  Uniontown. 


ALBERT  HORNE  BURCHFIELD— For  more 
than  four  decades  Mr.  Burchfield  has  been  identified 
with  the  Joseph  Horne  Company,  one  of  Pittsburgh’s 
great  merchandising  enterprises.  He  has  been  the 
president  of  this  concern  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
is  the  second  member  of  his  immediate  family  to  be 
prominently  identified  with  the  company,  his  father 
having  long  been  one  of  the  principal  owners  of  the 
business.  In  the  direction  of  this  large  and  very  suc¬ 
cessful  concern,  Air.  Burchfield  has  shown  outstand¬ 
ing  business  and  executive  ability,  qualities  which  he 
has  also  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  in  connection  with  movements  and  enterprises 
having  for  their  purpose  the  promotion  of  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  Mr.  Burchfield  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Albert  Horne  Burchfield  was  born  in  Allegheny, 
now  North  Side,  April  6,  1871,  a  son  of  Albert 
Pressley  and  Sarah  J.  (McWhinney)  Burchfield.  His 
father  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  partners  of  the 
Joseph  Horne  Company.  Mr.  Birchfield  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  and  then  attended  for  two  years  Trinity  Hall 
Military  School  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  After 
leaving  school  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
Air.  Burchfield  became  connected  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Dry  Goods  Company,  which  was  then  the  wholesale 
department  of  the  Joseph  Horne  Company.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  this  concern  for  three  years,  giving  quick 
proof  of  exceptional  ability  and  energy.  At  the  end 
of  this  period  Mr.  Burchfield  was  transferred  to  the 
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retail  establishment,  where  he  served  at  different 
periods  in  its  various  departments,  and  acquired  a 
most  thorough  knowledge  of  the  entire  business.  As 
the  years  passed,  he  received  promotions  to  positions 
of  increasing  importance  and  responsibility,  until 
finally  he  became  president  of  the  Joseph  Horne  Com¬ 
pany.  Under  his  able  management  this  nationally 
known  department  store  has  not  only  maintained  the 
high  reputation  it  has  enjoyed  for  many  years,  but 
has  greatly  extended  its  business  and  increased  its 
operations.  Mr.  Burchfield  enjoys,  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  employees, 
who  regard  him  not  only  as  their  leader,  but  also 
as  their  friend.  Their  welfare  has  always  been  one 
of  his  deepest  concerns.  He  is  president  of  the  Joseph 
Horne  Company  Employees’  Outing  Association, 
which  for  the  last  twenty-two  years  has  conducted  a 
modern  summer  camp  for  the  benefit  of  the  employees 
of  the  company. 

Besides  being  president  of  the  Joseph  Horne  Com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Burchfield  is  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Associated  Merchandising 
Corporation  and  of  the  Retail  Research  Association. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  flood  commission  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  was  one  of  the  most  influential  promoters 
of  the  Penn  Avenue  Improvement  Association,  which 
brought  about  the  raising  of  the  streets  in  the  down¬ 
town  flood  section  of  Pittsburgh  and  also  secured  the 
widening  of  lower  Fifth  Avenue.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  During  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  F.  R.  Babcock,  Mr.  Burchfield  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  nominating  committee  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  resigned  as  a  member 
of  that  organization’s  board  of  directors,  in  order  to 
accept  membership  on  the  nominating  committee.  At 
the  end  of  Mr.  Babcock’s  administration,  Mr.  Burch¬ 
field  again  became  a  director,  being  elected  on  March 
13,  !930,  to  succeed  the  late  Joseph  Bernard  Shea,  who 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
the  Joseph  Horne  Company,  and  who  had  long  been 
closely  associated  in  business  with  Mr.  Burchfield. 
The  latter  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
has  long  been  one  of  its  staunchest  supporters.  His 
clubs  include  the  Duquesne  Club,  the  Pittsburgh 
Country  Club,  the  Pittsburgh  Athletic  Association, 
the  Keystone  Athletic  Club,  the  University  Club,  the 
Shannopin  Country  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Longue 
Vue  Country  Club,  and  the  Oakmont  Country  Club. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Bellefield  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Mr.  Burchfield  married,  in  1895,  Clara  Dicken,  a 
daughter  of  J.  Charles  and  Mary  (Chambers)  Dicken. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burchfield  have  one  son,  Albert  Horne 
Burchfield,  Jr.,  born  in  1903.  Albert  Horne  Burch¬ 
field,  Jr.,  after  graduating  from  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity,  became  connected  with  the  Joseph  Horne  Com¬ 
pany  ;  went  through  a  course  of  business  training  and 
is  now  vice-president  and  assistant  to  the  president. 
He  married  Clarissa  Wainwright,  and  has  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Nancy,  and  one  son,  Albert  Horne  Burchfield,  3d. 


EMMITT  JEHU  McDANIEL— Just  as  in  the 
early  days  there  was  a  stream  of  pioneers  which 
flowed  from  Pennsylvania  into  Ohio,  so  in  recent 
times  has  that  tide  changed  its  direction,  and  some  of 
the  leaders  in  Pennsylvania  affairs  are  native  of  the 
neighboring  State.  Emmitt  Jehu  McDaniel,  promi¬ 
nent  attorney  of  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  and 


well  known  in  many  sections  of  the  State,  was  born 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  24,  1891,  son  of  Henry 
Clark  and  Sara  Martha  McDaniel,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  railroader  and  interested  in  mining 
throughout  the  most  of  his  life.  Emmitt  J.  Mc¬ 
Daniel  received  a  common  school  education,  and  dur¬ 
ing  four  terms  taught  school.  He  was  interested  in 
the  practice  of  law  rather  than  in  teaching,  and  he 
later  made  his  way  through  the  preparatory  depart¬ 
ment  of  Ohio  Northern  University,  and  still  later 
was  graduated  from  its  law  college,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

In  1914  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Ohio ;  two  years  later  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  since 
this  time,  1916,  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Uniontown.  Mr.  McDaniel  is  a 
student,  both  of  books  and  of  men,  and  there  has 
been  no  standing  pat  on  what  he  knew.  There  was 
always  something  more  beyond  and  he  went  after  it. 
On  many  phases  of  the  law  he  is  a  recognized  author¬ 
ity,  and  often  consulted.  His  practice  has  spread  far 
beyond  the  bounds  of  Uniontown.  In  1926  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ; 
in  1931,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Mr.  McDaniel,  a  Republican  in  his  politics,  has 
been  honored  by  election  to  the  State  Legislature,  as 
a  representative  for  terms  covering  1923-25-26.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  he  held  the  rank  of  captain  in 
the  87th  Regiment,  19th  Division. 

On  August  4,  1917,  at  Dunbar,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
McDaniel  married  Beatrice  C.  Daley,  daughter  of 
John  and  Martha  Daley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDaniel  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Robert  Emmitt,  born 
May  13,  1918.  2.  Lawrence  Daley,  born  August  4, 

1919.  3.  John  Henry,  born  September  12,  1925.  4. 

Beatrice  Jean,  born  December  9,  1928.  Mr.  McDaniel 
has  his  professional  offices  in  the  Blackstone  Building, 
Uniontown. 


J.  CARTER  JUDSON— For  more  than  half  a 

century,  J.  Carter  Judson  was  an  active  member  of 
the  bar  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  devoting  him¬ 
self  with  exemplary  diligence  to  the  duties  of  a  pro¬ 
fession  in  which  he  won  much  success.  Over  a  long 
period  he  occupied  a  position  of  leadership  in  the 
legal  field  at  Washington,  enjoying  the  highest  pro¬ 
fessional  standing  and  the  full  confidence  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  It  was  this  confidence  in  his  integrity  and 
ability  which  won  him  election  to  public  office  on  sev¬ 
eral  occasions,  notably  in  1910,  when  he  was  chosen  to 
represent  Washington  and  Greene  counties  in  the 
State  Senate. 

Mr.  Judson  was  born  in  the  borough  of  Washing¬ 
ton  ^n  May  22,  1851,  a  son  of  James  Lawrence  and 
Julia  M.  (Jackson)  Judson,  and  a  grandson  of  Robert 
Judson,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  who  came  to  America 
before  the  year  1822,  and  married  Eleanor  Dagg  of 
South  Strabane  Township,  Washington  County.  This 
family  has  been  prominent  in  Washington  County 
life  for  over  a  century.  The  grandfather  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  June  24,  1826,  and  died 
here  on  June  12,  1904,  was  a  very  successful  lawyer. 
He  was  elected  and  served  as  burgess  of  the  city, 
and  was  active  in  councils  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Julia  M.  (Jackson)  Judson,  his  wife,  was  born  on 
August  18,  1829,  in  Waynesburg,  Greene  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Washington  on  April  27, 

1904.  * 
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J.  Carter  Judson,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  rec¬ 
ord,  received  his  academic  training  in  Washington 
schools,  being  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
1870.  Afterwards  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  his 
father’s  offices,  and  on  January  1,  1877,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  For  a  brief  time  he  practiced  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  his  father,  but  subsequently  entered  the 
feed  and  grain  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hughes  and  Judson  in  Washington.  This  enterprise 
continued  for  approximately  two  years,  after  which 
Mr.  Judson  returned  to  the  practice  of  law.  From 
1879  to  1881  he  served  as  deputy  prothonotary,  and 
in  the  latter  year  was  elected  chief  burgess  of  the 
borough  of  Washington,  an  office  which  he  filled  effi¬ 
ciently  and  successfully  for  two  years.  His  father 
had  served  in  the  same  capacity  some  years  earlier, 
in  1875-76. 

After  his  mercantile  venture,  Mr.  Judson  was  asso¬ 
ciated  in  practice  with  his  father  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Judson  and  Judson  until  the  death  of  the 
elder  man  in  1904.  Subsequently  he  practiced  alone 
until  his  own  son,  John  C.  Judson,  was  old  enough  to 
take  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  firm,  which  there¬ 
upon  again  became  Judson  and  Judson.  Mr.  Judson 
possessed  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  phases  of  the 
law,  a  keen  analytical  faculty  and  a  gift  of  forceful 
expression.  He  gave  his  best  efforts  to  his  clients’ 
cause,  and  while  never  overstepping  the  strictest 
ethical  limits,  was  a  formidable  opponent  before  court 
and  jury.  His  services  were  of  equal  value  as  a 
counselor  and  were  in  wide  demand  by  important 
interests. 

Although  his  professional  duties  continued  to  de¬ 
mand  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  until  his  death, 
Mr.  Judson  took  an  active  part  in  Washington  life, 
and  was  always  willing  to  serve  in  the  promotion  of 
civic  ideals  or  the  public  welfare.  In  addition  to  the 
years  in  which  he  was  burgess  of  the  borough,  he 
was,  over  a  long  period,  one  of  the  school  directors 
of  the  district  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  Hast 
Washington.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a  convinced 
Democrat,  supporting  the  principles  and  candidates 
of  that  party  strongly.  In  spite  of  the  handicap  of 
his  party  affiliation  in  a  Republican  stronghold,  he 
was  able  to  carry  the  election  to  the  State  Senate  in 
1910,  a  tribute  to  his  high  standing  and  personal 
popularity  throughout  this  district.  Mr.  Judson  served 
as  State  Senator,  representing  Washington  and  Greene 
counties,  until  the  completion  of  the  full  four-year 
term.  While  faithfully  representing  the  desires  and 
interests  of  his  constituents,  he  was  able  to  view 
State-wide  problems  with  a  clear  and  unbiased  mind 
and  was  instrumental  in  the  enactment  of  much  im¬ 
portant  legislation.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
Mr.  Judson  declined  renomination  at  the  hands  of  his 
party  and  retired  to  private  life.  While  he  had  many 
social  contacts,  his  tastes  were  always  quiet  and  his 
habits  simple.  He  preferred  to  spend  his  leisure 
hours  with  his  family  at  home,  and  in  all  his  eighty 
years  never  became  a  member  of  any  fraternal  or¬ 
ganization  or  club.  He  was,  in  religious  faith,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  July  22,  1886,  J.  Carter  Judson  married  Mar- 
garetta  W.  Petticord,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Wood)  Petticord.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  died  in  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  was  a  stationary  engineer  by  profession.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Judson  became  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1. 
John  C.,  who  was  associated  with  his  father  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Judson  and  Judson  and  is  now 
in  practice  at  Washington.  2.  Frank  H.,  a  bacterolo- 


gist  and  pathologist,  also  of  Washington.  Mr.  Judson 
died  July  4,  1931,  having  been  predeceased  by  Mrs. 
Judson,  whose  death  occurred  on  December  27,  1926. 

Mr.  Judson’s  death  brought  to  its  inevitable  close 
his  long  and  active  career.  He  had  been  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  one  of  the  oldest  lawyers  of  western 
Pennsylvania  in  point  of  service,  receiving  in  full 
measure  the  respect  due  his  accomplishments  and  the 
honor  which  his  useful  and  unsullied  career  so  well 
deserved.  His  death  was  a  source  of  deep  regret 
wherever  he  was  known. 


JAMES  LAWRENCE  HACKETT,  M.  D.— 

Though  Dr.  Hackett  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession,  medicine,  for  only  a  few  years, 
he  has  already  made  for  himself  an  enviable  reputa¬ 
tion  as  an  exceptionally  able  and  skillful  physician 
and  as  a  result  he  enjoys  a  large  and  important 
practice  at  Emporium,  the  county  seat  of  his  native 
county,  Cameron  County.  His  high  professional 
standing,  as  well  as  his  popularity  with  his  fellow- 
citizens,  are  clearly  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
now  holds  the  office  of  county  medical  director.  He 
is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War  and,  since  coming 
to  Emporium  he  has  made  many  friends. 

James  Lawrence  Hackett  was  born  in  Cameron 
County,  September  5,  1895,  a  son  of  the  late  John 
and  Johanna  (Fitzpatrick)  Hackett,  both  natives 
of  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  both  now  deceased. 
His  parents  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1886  and  his 
father  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Drift¬ 
wood,  Cameron  County,  until  his  death  in  1912.  Dr. 
Hackett’s  mother  died  in  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Hackett  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  1.  Cath¬ 
erine,  who  married  Clarence  Harringer  of  Falls 
Creek,  Clearfield  County.  2.  Cornelius,  a  resident  of 
DuBois,  Clearfield  County.  3.  Edward,  likewise  a 
resident  of  DuBois,  Clearfield  County.  4.  John,  a 
resident  of  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson  County.  5.  Anna, 
who  married  Charles  Erickson,  of  Penfield,  Clearfield 
County.  6.  Mary,  a  resident  of  Harrisburg.  7.  James 
Lawrence,  of  whom  further.  8.  Bernardette,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  New  York.  Dr.  Hackett  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools 
and  was  graduated  from  high  school  in  1912.  He 
then  became  a  timekeeper  in  the  mines  of  Tyler,  in 
which  position  he  continued  until  1917.  Soon  after 
the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War  on  the  side  of  the  Allies  Dr.  Hackett  enlisted. 
He  served  with  the  7th  Division  and  later  with  the 
80th  Division  and  spent  fourteen  months  overseas. 
When  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  from 
active  military  service  he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
Returning  to  the  United  States,  he  entered  St.  Bona- 
venture’s  College  at  Allegheny,  New  York,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1921.  He  then  pursued 
post-graduate  work  at  Canisius  College,  Buffalo. 
New  York.  After  that  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine  at  Georgetown  University,  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1928. 
During  the  next  year  he  practiced  at  McKeesport. 
In  1929  Dr.  Hackett  came  to  Emporium,  where  he 
has  quickly  built  up  a  large  and  important  prac¬ 
tice.  As  has  already  been  related  he  is  serving  now 
as  county  medical  director.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  and  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  and  Elk  County  Medical  socie¬ 
ties,  as  well  as  of  the  American  Legion.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 
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Dr.  Hackett  married,  September  i,  1929,  Freda 
Yetzer,  a  native  of  Penfield,  Clearfield  County,  and 
a  daughter  of  Caspar  and  Pauline  (Grosser)  Yet¬ 
zer.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hackett,  who  make  their  home 
at  No.  8  West  Fourth  Street,  Emporium,  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Pauline  Ann,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1930. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  DRIVER— For  al¬ 
most  a  hundred  years  the  name  of  Driver  has  figured 
prominently  in  the  business  life  of  Washington,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  George  Washington  Driver,  who  settled 
here  in  1841  and  remained  a  resident  until  his  death 
some  sixty  years  later,  was  an  early  business  leader 
of  the  community.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
here,  and  in  his  long  life,  devoted  to  useful  and  hon¬ 
orable  pursuits,  he  won  the  respect  of  the  entire  city. 

Mr.  Driver  was  born  on  June  7,  1819,  in  Brooke 
County,  old  Virginia,  now  West  Virginia,  at  Bethany, 
near  the  town  of  West  Liberty.  He  was  a  son  of 
George  and  Rachel  (Steel)  Driver,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  the  State 
of  Maryland.  His  father  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
George  Washington  Driver  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  in  his  early  years  learned  the 
tailoring  trade,  which  he  followed  briefly  at  West 
Alexander,  Pennsylvania.  In  1841,  however,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Washington.  For  some  fifteen 
years  he  continued  as  a  tailor  here,  but  in  1857  he 
embarked  in  the  dry  goods  business,  to  which  he 
devoted  himself  until  1869.  In  that  year  he  became 
a  member  of  the  grocery  firm  of  Spriggs  and  Driver 
from  which  he  withdrew  in  1877.  Finally,  in  1883, 
he  established  a  grocery  business  of  his  own,  which 
he  carried  on  very  successfully  under  the  name  of 
George  W.  Driver  until  his  death.  During  the  latter 
part  of  this  period  his  son,  Samuel  M.  Driver,  who  had 
become  associated  with  him  in  business  was  the  active 
manager  of  the  concern.  Mr.  Driver  was  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  ability,  building  up  a  prosperous 
trade  through  his  own  efforts.  He  was  indebted  for 
his  success  to  no  one  save  himself,  securing  the  good 
will  of  the  community  through  fair  dealing  and  spar¬ 
ing  no  effort  to  maintain  the  highest  standards  both 
in  quality  of  product  and  service.  He  was  always 
considered  a  valuable  member  of  the  community, 
and  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  Washington 
was  recognized  by  all  who  knew  him.  Aside  from 
his  business,  he  had  few  other  connections,  but  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Washington,  and  was  affiliated  fraternally  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  February  14,  1858,  George  Washington  Driver 
married  Elizabeth  Burton,  who  was  born  in  Connells- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  on  December  11,  1834,  and  died  at 
Washington  on  September  16,  1917.  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Burton,  born  in  England  in  1801,  and 
of  Martha  (Wallace)  Burton,  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1800.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Driver  became 
the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  Martha  B.,  who 

continues  her  residence  in  the  old  family  home  at 
Washington.  2.  William  S.,  of  whom  further.  3. 
Samuel  McFarlane,  of  whom  further. 

Mr.  Driver  died  at  his  Washington  home  on  No¬ 
vember  16,  1900.  His  death  was  a  source  of  deep 
regret  to  the  people  of  this  section  who  had  come  to 
know  him  so  well  through  the  years.  In  the  hearts 
of  all  those  who  knew  him  he  will  always  be  remem¬ 
bered  with  warm  affection  and  regard.  As  a  local 
paper  wrote  of  him  at  the  time  of  his  death : 


Mr.  Driver  had  a  very  large  acquaintance  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County  and  was  also  well  known  throughout 
Western  Pennsylvania.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  perhaps  the  oldest  merchant  of  Washington.  Of  a 
jolly  and  cheerful  temperament  his  figure  was  a  famil¬ 
iar  one  on  the  streets  of  Washington,  while  his  hearty 
laugh  could  be  easily  recognized  a  square  away.  Mr. 
Driver  was  what  might  be  termed  a  self-made  man, 
and  by  energy  and  enterprise  had  built  up  a  very 
large  trade.  He  was  also  enterprising,  and  took  great 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town. 

Samuel  McFarlane  Driver,  son  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Elizabeth  (Burton)  Driver,  was  born  in  the 
home  of  his  parents,  Chestnut  Street,  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  on  April  26,  1865.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  in  beginning  the 
active  business  of  life  became  associated  with  his 
father,  George  W.  Driver,  in  the  grocery  enterprise 
carried  on  under  that  name  at  No.  29  North  Main 
Street,  this  city.  Under  his  father’s  able  guidance 
he  learned  all  details  connected  with  the  operation  of 
the  business  and  quickly  demonstrated  the  value  of 
his  services  in  its  conduct.  With  the  passing  years 
he  assumed  greater  and  greater  responsibilities,  until 
in  the  closing  period  of  his  father’s  life  he  was  in  full 
control  of  the  business.  After  his  father’s  death  he 
continued  its  operation,  following  the  same  sound 
principles  established  originally  by  the  elder  man. 
Mr.  Driver  remained  a  leading  merchant  of  Wash¬ 
ington  until  his  death  on  October  20,  1930.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics  and,  in  religious  faith,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  this  city.  A 
man  of  essential  modesty,  he  had  no  ambition  to  be¬ 
come  active  in  public  life,  but  he  performed  to  the 
full  every  duty  of  good  citizenship  and  gave  his  al¬ 
legiance  steadfastly  to  high  principles  of  thought  and 
conduct.  His  busy,  active  life  reflected  great  credit 
both  upon  himself  personally  and  upon  the  family 
name  he  bore. 

William  Smith  Driver,  another  son  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Elizabeth  (Burton)  Driver,  was  also  born 
in  Washington,  in  1859,  and  passed  his  early  life  in 
this  community,  attending  local  public  schools.  As  a 
young  man  he  sought  his  career  in  a  larger  world  of 
business  affairs,  and  soon  attracted  the  attention  of 
George  Pullman,  president  of  the  Pullman  Car  Com¬ 
pany,  who  selected  him  for  his  private  secretary.  In 
this  highly  responsible  position  he  served  for  ten 
years.  Subsequently  he  became  connected  with  sev¬ 
eral  important  companies  and  in  the  latter  period  of 
his  life  *was  traveling  representative  for  the  General 
Chemical  Company  of  New  York.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  trusted  members  of  the  General  Chemical 
organization,  ably  representing  their  interests  through¬ 
out  a  wide  territory.  For  thirty  years  before  his 
death,  Mr.  Driver  made  his  home  in  Chicago,  but  he 
always  retained  his  interest  in  his  native  State,  and 
particularly  in  the  town  where  his  boyhood  years  were 
passed.  He  had  many  firm  friends  in  this  community 
who  joined  to  mourn  his  loss.  Mr.  Driver  was 
buried  in  the  family  plot  at  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Besides  his  sister  and  his  brother,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  he  left  a  wife,  Mrs.  Alice  Driver. 


CHARLES  CLARK  GUMBERT— As  a  boy  of 

sixteen  years,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Gum- 
bert  first  became  identified  with  the  flour  milling 
industry.  During  his  youth  and  young  manhood  he 
acquired  a  most  thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches 
of  this  industry  and  after  having  held  several  respon¬ 
sible  positions  with  important  flour  milling  establish¬ 
ments,  he  eventually  established  himself  in  the  flour 
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milling  business  for  his  own  account.  This  was 
almost  forty  years  ago  and  it  was  then  that  he  located 
at  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion  County.  Ever  since  then 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  flour  mill¬ 
ing  business  here  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  profit¬ 
able  trade.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  and  representative  citizens  of  New  Bethle¬ 
hem  and  for  many  years  has  been  prominently  active 
in  various  phases  of  the  community’s  life. 

Charles  Clark  Gumbert  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  June  6,  1862,  a  son  of  the  late  Henry  and 
Rachel  (Butler)  Gumbert,  both  natives  of  Armstrong 
County.  His  father  served  in  the  Union  Army  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  and  died  in  Andersonville  Prison 
from  wounds  received  in  action.  Mr.  Gumbert’s 
mother  died  in  April,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Gumbert  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Matilda,  now  deceased.  2.  Mary,  a  resident  of  New 
Bethlehem.  3.  Charles  Clark,  of  whom  further.  Mr. 
Gumbert  was  reared  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home 
and  School  at  Dayton,  Armstrong  County,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  At  that 
time  he  went  to  work  in  a  flour  mill.  Two  years 
later  he  went  to  Coldwater,  Michigan,  to  learn  the 
flour  milling  business  still  further.  He  remained  there 
for  seven  years  and  then  was  appointed  manager  of 
the  J.  Allen  Smith  and  Company  flour  mill  at  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tennessee.  He  filled  this  position  with  marked 
ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness  for  the  next 
three  years  and  then,  in  1893,  came  to  New  Bethle¬ 
hem,  where  he  bought  the  W.  Craig  and  Company 
flour  mill.  He  continued  to  operate  this  mill  until 
1916,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Immediately 
afterwards,  with  characteristic  energy,  Mr.  Gumbert 
built  a  new  and  much  more  modern  mill  across  the 
street  from  his  old  mill.  The  new  mill  is  built  of 
fire-proof  brick  and  is  three  and  one-half  stories 
high,  forty  feet  wide  and  one  hundred  feet  deep.  It 
is  driven  by  electricity  and  is  operated  under  the 
name  of  the  Red  Bank  Mill.  In  this  new  mill  Mr. 
Gumbert  increased  his  daily  output  from  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  barrels  to  three  hundred  bar¬ 
rels.  In  recent  years  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of 
having  his  only  son  associated  in  business  with  him. 
He  is  also  vice-president  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Millers’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Harrisburg  and  vice-president  of  the 
Lott  Universal  Roller  Bearing  Corporation  of  Lan¬ 
sing,  Michigan.  Mr.  Gumbert  organized  the  Red 
Bank  Electric  Company  in  1910  and  served  this  com¬ 
munity  with  power  and  light  until  the  year  of  1920, 
at  which  time  he  sold  the  electric  plant  to  the  West 
Penn  Power  Company.  Always  greatly  interested  in 
civic  affairs,  he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as 
president  of  the  New  Bethlehem  Town  Council.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Gumbert  married  (first)  Inez  Johnson,  who 
died  December  23,  1920,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Philena  (Davis)  Johnson,  both  deceased.  By  this 
marriage  he  had  one  son,  Harold  Gumbert,  now 
associated  in  the  flour  milling  business  with  him  as 
mill  superintendent.  He  married  Geraldine  Imhof, 
July  5,  1922.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  Clark 
Gumbert  II,  born  May  20,  1923.  Mr.  Gumbert 
married  (second),  October  18,  1924,  Helen  Shoe¬ 
maker,  a  native  of  Clarion  County. 


DAVID  L.  McNEES  was  born  at  Plain  Grove, 
Lawrrence  County,  January  4,  1866.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Allegheny  College  in  1893  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity  there.  Mr. 
McNees  had  been  in  the  newspaper  business  all  his 


life,  starting  the  year  of  his  graduation  from  college 
with  the  old  “Star,”  at  Beaver,  of  which  he  was  later 
made  manager.  In  1908  he  bought  the  “Ambridge 
Citizen,”  then  a  weekly,  which,  under  his  management 
and  editorship,  became  a  daily  in  1929*  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Liberty  Loan  drive 
committees  during  the  World  War  and  was  one  of  the 
four-minute  speakers  in  Beaver  County.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Am¬ 
bridge  and  for  eleven  years  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  there.  Organizer  and  first  president 
of  the  Ambridge  Rotary  Club,  Mr.  McNees  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Community  Club  and  the  Ambridge 
Country  Club.  A  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
of  the  good  roads  committee  of  that  organization,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  county  boulevard  committee  and 
had  done  more  towards  the  promotion  of  good  roads 
in  the  county  than,  perhaps,  any  other  one  person.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Ambridge  Council,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his 
life,  Mr.  McNees  had  been  active  in  the  interests  of 
prohibition  and  law  enforcement  and  adopted  an  un¬ 
yielding  editorial  policy  on  these  principles. 

On  January  9,  1895,  David  L.  McNees  married  Ada 
I.  McEwen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNees  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  1.  W.  Harold,  a  resident  of  Im¬ 
perial,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Floyd  R.,  of  whom  further. 
3.  Ruth,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Carrick, 
Pennsylvania.  4.  Helen,  a  teacher  in  the  Ambridge 
Junior  High  School. 

While  returning  to  his  home  in  Ambridge  from 
Grove  City,  on  June  9,  1931,  Mr.  McNees  suffered 
injuries  in  an  automobile  accident  which  resulted  in 
his  death  at  the  Grove  City  Hospital  on  the  following 
day.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  survived,  besides 
by  his  widow  and  children,  also  by  three  sisters,  one 
brother  and  four  grandchildren:  Mrs.  Peter  Fennel, 
of  Kittanning;  Mrs.  H.  J.  Shaffer,  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Howard  Shannon,  of  Prospect,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  and  Dr.  Z.  S.  McNees,  of  Glendale,  Arizona. 
Funeral  services  for  Mr.  McNees  were  held  at  his  late 
home  in  Ambridge,  No.  930  Maplewood  Avenue,  and 
were  attended  by  a  large  number  of  his  friends.  His 
sudden  death  caused  widespread  regret  throughout 
Beaver  County,  wffiere  it  was  generally  felt  that  the 
county  had  lost  one  of  its  most  representative,  sub¬ 
stantial,  public-spirited  and  faithful  citizens. 

Floyd  R.  McNees  wras  born  at  New  Brighton,  July 
13,  1897,  a  son  of  David  L.  and  Ada  I.  (McEwen) 
McNees.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  then  attended  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1919.  Imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  he  became  associated  in  the  news¬ 
paper  business  with  his  father  and  ever  since  then  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  Ambridge  “Daily  Cit¬ 
izen,”  a  history  of  which  influential  and  successful 
newspaper  is  given  in  a  separate  article  in  this  work. 
Following  the  death  of  his  father,  in  June,  1931,  Mr. 
McNees  became  editor  and  general  manager  of  the 
“Daily  Citizen”  of  Ambridge,  which  newspaper  he 
has  owmed  and  operated  since  then  very  successfully. 
He  is  prominently  active  in  civic  affairs  at  Ambridge 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Country 
Club  and  the  American  Legion,  as  well  as  Phi  Kappa 
Sigma  Fraternity.  For  some  years  he  served  as  sec¬ 
retary  of  Welfare  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
advisory  board  of  Geneva  College.  Mr.  McNees  is  a 
veteran  of  the  World  War.  In  April,  1918,  he  entered 
the  officers’  training  camp  at  Plattsburg,  New  York, 
where  he  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant.  He 


296 


PENNSYLVANIA 


was  then  sent  to  Camp  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
where  he  remained  as  an  instructor  in  artillery  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  McNees  married,  July  n,  1923,  lone  Earl,  of 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNees  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Floyd  Raymond  and 
Caryl  McNees.  Mrs.  McNees  is  prominently  active  in 
several  women’s  organizations. 


THE  CITIZENS  PRINTING  AND  PUBLISH¬ 
ING  COMPANY  of  Ambridge  was  incorporated  in 
1905  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  the  “Ambridge 
Citizen.”  This  newspaper  started  as  a  weekly  of  six 
columns.  In  1915  it  became  a  semi-weekly,  in  1920  a 
tri-weekly  and  in  1929  a  daily.  It  is  now  known  as 
the  “Daily  Citizen”  and  consists  of  ten  pages  of  eight 
columns  each.  Its  present  circulation  is  about  3,500 
and  covers  the  entire  territory  from  Sewickley  to 
Conway.  The  paper  is  issued  every  evening,  except 
Sundays,  and  is  independent  in  its  political  views.  It 
has  long  been  a  strong  supporter  of  law  enforcement. 
During  the  early  years  of  the  corporation’s  existence, 
the  Citizens  Printing  and  Publishing  Company  also 
printed  papers  for  Freedom,  Rochester  and  Aliquippa. 

The  company  was  originally  incorporated  by  Mr. 
P.  L.  Revere,  who  served  as  editor  and  general  man¬ 
ager  until  1908.  In  that  year  the  late  David  L.  Mc¬ 
Nees  (q.  v.)  became  editor  and  manager  and  acquired 
control  of  the  newspaper,  which  he  owned  and  pub¬ 
lished  until  his  death  on  June  10,  1931.  At  that  time 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Floyd  R.  McNees  (q.  v.), 
who  now  controls  the  paper  and  is  its  editor  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager.  In  connection  with  the  “Daily  Citizen” 
the  company  also  maintains  a  successful  job  printing 
department,  the  largest  printing  establishment  at  Am¬ 
bridge.  The  printing  plant  and  offices  of  the  company 
are  located  at  No.  626-28  Maplewood  Avenue,  Am¬ 
bridge. 


FRED  A.  WHEELER — Equipped  with  an  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  of  freight  transportation,  gained 
through  a  quarter  century  of  practical  experience, 
Fred  A.  Wheeler  has  achieved  a  notable  success  in  the 
conduct  of  a  motor  vehicle  transport  enterprise,  with 
headquarters  at  Erie. 

He  was  born  at  Greenfield,  Mercer  County,  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1876,  a  son  of  Joshua  D.  Wheeler,  who  was 
superintendent  of  bridges  at  Bessemer,  and  Mary 
J.  (Mowry)  Wheeler.  He  received  a  public  school 
education  and  took  a  special  college  course,  then  enter¬ 
ing  the  transportation  field,  where  he  remained  for 
twenty-four  years.  In  1922  he  assisted  in  organizing 
the  first  motor  transportation  enterprise  operating  be¬ 
tween  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio.  It 
was  then,  associated  with  E.  H.  Scott,  that  he  brought 
into  being  the  E.  H.  Scott  Transportation  Company 
of  Erie,  with  Mr.  Scott  its  president  and  himself 
secretary  and  traffic  manager.  This  continued  until 
1930,  when  D.  C.  Boughton  succeeded  to  the  presi¬ 
dency,  with  the  following  official  family:  Fred  A. 
Wheeler,  vice-president  and  general  manager ;  P.  S. 
Becker,  treasurer ;  J.  Boyd  Bert,  secretary.  The  con¬ 
cern  is  the  largest  motor  vehicle  transport  organiza¬ 
tion  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  It  owns  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  pieces  of  equipment  and 
employs  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  men.  The 
main  plant  in  Erie  covers  an  area  of  three  acres  and 
the  business  operates  through  New  York,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Ohio,  with  terminals  located  at  Ashtabula, 


Conneaut  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Dunkirk,  James¬ 
town  and  Buffalo,  New  York.  It  is  a  motto  of  the 
company  that  no  job  is  too  big  for  it  to  handle,  and 
this  has  been  justified  by  its  results. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Lions  Club.  He  attends  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  and  is  fraternally  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order,  holding  the  thirty-second  degree.  He 
has  served  his  lodge,  No.  575,  as  Master  and  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  other  bodies  in  the  society,  among  them 
being  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  CARTER— Into  thou¬ 
sands  of  homes  throughout  the  United  States  are  car¬ 
ried  the  mechanical  toys  that  are  made  in  Erie  at  the 
factory  of  Charles  E.  Carter,  who  is  credited  with  being 
the  pioneer  in  this  industry  in  northwestern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Skilled  in  mechanics  himself,  he  has  been  the 
originator  of  many  of  the  most  ingenious  and  popular 
toys  that  have  been  created  for  children.  Mr.  Carter 
is  devoted  to  his  work  and,  although  taking  a  sincere 
interest  in  community  activities,  prefers  to  make  a 
study  of  mechanics  and  the  production  of  novelties 
than  to  indulge  in  the  recreations  of  organization 
membership.  He  is  widely  known  throughout  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  State  and  has  the  esteem  of 
the  community,  since  his  sound  citizenship  long  has 
been  established  and  he  is  a  valued  factor  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  general  commercial  progress. 

Born  at  Geneva,  Ohio,  March  18,  1882,  Charles 
Edward  Carter  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  A.  Carter,  of 
Connecticut,  who  died  in  1909,  and  Eva  M.  (Beach) 
Carter,  also  a  native  of  Connecticut.  His  father  was 
a  manufacturer  and  organized  and  operated  the 
American  Fork  and  Hoe  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Charles  E.  Carter  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  Cleveland  attended  a  college  preparatory 
school.  He  then  matriculated  at  Cornell  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1905,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer.  From  his  graduation 
until  1909  he  was  associated  with  the  American  Fork 
and  Hoe  Company  in  Cleveland.  Then,  removing  to 
Erie,  in  1909,  he  was  associated  with  a  sheet  metal 
stamping  works  from  1909  until  1916.  In  1916  he 
established  himself  in  the  manufacture  of  mechanical 
toys.  His  first  factory  was  located  in  West  Twelfth 
Street,  between  Walnut  and  Cherry,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1920.  By  then  business  had  grown  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  erected  a  building  of  his  own 
at  No.  1015  West  Nineteenth  Street,  where  he  oper¬ 
ated  until  1922.  The  business  was  incorporated  in 
1920,  with  Mr.  Carter  as  president.  It  was  liquidated 
as  a  corporation  in  1922  and  since  then  has  been  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mr.  Carter  under  his  own  name,  being  now 
located  at  No.  253  West  Nineteenth  Street.  He 
employs  an  average  of  fifty  persons  and  distributes 
his  products  throughout  the  United  States  and  Can¬ 
ada.  Mr.  Carter  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
was  formerly  a  member  of  several  clubs  and  frater¬ 
nal  organizations,  but  has  withdrawn  from  most  in 
favor  of  his  developing  business.  He  is  still  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  University  Club  and  the  Erie  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Charles  E.  Carter  married,  November  17,  1915,  Ella 
L.  Luce,  of  Girard,  Pennsylvania.  Their  children 
are :  1.  John  R.,  born  August  2,  1916.  2.  Edmond 

G.,  born  September  29,  1919.  3.  Charles  F.,  born 

January  29,  1924. 
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E.  EARL  BONNELL — Practically  the  entire  busi¬ 
ness  career  of  Mr.  Bonnell  has  been  spent  with  the 
Erie  Steel  Construction  Company,  of  which  he  is  now 
and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  the  secretary.  He 
has  made  important  contributions  to  the  steady  growth 
and  prosperity,  which  this  company  has  enjoyed  and 
is  enjoying,  and  naturally  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  business  circles  in  Erie  and  in  this  section 
of  Pennsylvania. 

F.  Earl  Bonnell  was  born  at  North  East,  Erie 
County,  August  10,  1894,  a  son  of  F.  M.  and  Julia  A. 
(Comstock)  Bonnell.  His  father,  who  was  engaged 
in  railroad  work,  was  a  native  of  Geneva,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  1921,  while  Mr.  Bonnell’s  mother  was  born  at 
Williamsfield,  Ohio.  Mr.  Bonnell  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  at  a  business  college  and  at  the  La¬ 
Salle  Extension  University.  As  a  young  man  he 
became  connected  with  the  Erie  Steel  Construction 
Company,  with  which  he  has  continued  ever  since 
then  and  of  which  he  is  now  the  secretary.  The 
president  of  the  company  is  Mr.  G.  H.  Strayer, 
one  of  its  founders,  while  Mr.  D.  W.  Marrs  is  vice- 
president. 

The  Erie  Steel  Construction  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1912  by  Mr.  Strayer  and  several  others.  Its 
first  plant,  a  single  small  building,  was  located  at 
Geist  Road  and  New  York  Central  Railroad,  Erie. 
Now  the  plant  consists  of  a  number  of  modern  build¬ 
ings,  has  its  own  railroad  siding  with  space  for  sev¬ 
eral  cars  and  has  grown  to  be  recognized  as  the 
largest  steel  fabricating  plant  in  northwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  original  one-story  building  at  first 
housed  both  the  office  and  shop.  The  equipment  was 
very  meagre,  and  the  force  of  men  required  small. 
There  was  no  large  stock  of  steel  on  hand  for  imme¬ 
diate  use,  no  special  equipment  for  handling  material. 
An  old  horse  and  stiff-leg  derrick  were  used  to  un¬ 
load  and  load  steel  into  cars.  Much  of  the  work  of 
fabricating  had  to  be  done  by  crude,  laborsome 
methods.  But  the  rendering  of  satisfactory  service 
to  the  builders  of  Erie  and  vicinity  enabled  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  grow,  and  it  was  soon  necessary  to  increase  the 
size  of  the  plant.  A  separate  building  was  also  erected 
for  the  office.  Continued  growth,  however,  made 
other  additions  necessary  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  plant  now  covers  about  156,000  square  feet,  more 
than  twenty-five  times  its  original  size.  Some  one 
hundred  fifty  people  are  employed.  The  Erie  Steel 
Construction  Company  now  maintains  one  of  the 
best  equipped  steel  fabricating  plants  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  with  an  annual  capacity  of  about 
8,000  tons.  The  first  large  building  erected  by  the 
company  was  the  Palace  Hardware  Building,  No. 
913-15  State  Street,  Erie.  While  rather  a  large  un¬ 
dertaking,  the  work  was  handled  in  such  a  satisfactory 
and  workmanlike  manner  that  other  large  jobs  were 
entrusted  to  the  company.  Large  contracts  are  now 
handled  regularly.  More  than  forty  of  the  contracts 
handled  during  recent  years  have  ranged  from  50 
to  2,000  tons  each.  Among  the  recent  buildings  de¬ 
signed,  fabricated  and  erected  in  Erie,  in  addition  to 
several  out-of-town  contracts,  are  the  new  plant  of 
Weil-McLain  Company,  Ford  Hotel,  Twelfth  Street 
Market  House,  Erize  Stove  and  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  Zurn  Manufacturing  Company,  the  new  Strong- 
Vincent  High  School,  new  addition  to  Erie  County 
Courthouse,  and  the  Erie  Dry  Goods  Company  (Bos¬ 
ton  store).  In  addition  to  fabricating  structural  steel, 
the  company  also  manufactures  Erie  Clamshell  Buck¬ 
ets,  Erie  Aggremeter  Plants  and  Steel  Loading  Bins, 
Erie  Traveling  Cranes,  and  Strayer  Electric  Buckets. 


Mr.  Bonnell  is  a  member  of  North  East  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  the  Erie  Advertis¬ 
ing  Club,  of  which  latter  he  is  a  former  president  and 
in  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  been  prominently  active 
for  a  number  of  years.  For  a  long  period  his  great 
hobby  has  been  printing  and  he  is  the  editor  of  a 
small  paper  and  a  member  of  the  National  Amateur 
Press  Association.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Baptist  Church  and  more  particularly  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  North  East,  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Mr.  Bonnell  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
at  No.  32  Robinson  Street,  North  East. 


JAMES  C.  HARRIS — For  almost  ten  years  Mr. 
Harris  has  been  connected  with  the  Dunn  Brick  and 
Tile  Works  of  Erie,  of  which  he  is  now  and  for 
several  years  past  has  been  the  president.  First  as 
superintendent  and  later  in  his  present  position  Mr. 
Harris  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  furthering 
the  steady  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  company, 
which  is  one  of  the  outstanding  establishments  of  its 
type  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Of  course,  Mr. 
Harris  occupies  a  position  of  importance  and  influ¬ 
ence  in  business  circles  in  Erie  and,  since  coming 
here,  he  has  made  many  friends. 

James  C.  Harris  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  January  5,  1877,  a  son  of  the  late  Alexander  and 
Louise  (Sagory)  Harris,  both  now  deceased.  His 
father,  who  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  steam¬ 
ship  business  and  who  served  during  the  War  Between 
the  States  with  one  of  the  infantry  regiments  in  the 
Confederate  Army,  was  a  native  of  Mobile,  Alabama, 
and  died  in  1900.  Mr.  Harris’  mother  was  a  native  of 
Louisiana  and  died  in  1882.  Educated  in  the  public 
schools,  Mr.  Harris,  after  leaving  school,  was  en¬ 
gaged  for  a  number  of  years  in  mechanical  engineer¬ 
ing  work.  Next  he  traveled  as  a  salesman  during 
1914-23.  In  1923  he  came  to  Erie  as  superintendent 
of  what  was  then  known  as  the  Dunn  Brick  Works. 
In  1929  a  reorganization  took  place  and  since  then 
Mr.  Harris  has  been  president  of  the  company,  which 
is  now  known  as  the  Dunn  Brick  and  Tile  Works. 
This  concern  was  founded  in  1896  by  a  group  of  Erie 
business  men  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  com¬ 
mon  brick.  It  has  always  been  located  on  East 
Twelfth  Street,  Erie.  In  1914  the  business  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Schenck  Company,  by  which  it  was 
operated  as  a  subsidiary  until  1929.  In  1927  the 
company  began  the  manufacture  of  tile  in  addition 
to  that  of  bricks.  The  plant  occupies  some  twenty- 
three  acres.  More  than  thirty  people  are  employed 
and  the  products  of  the  works  are  distributed  within 
a  radius  of  two  hundred  miles  from  Erie.  Among  the 
many  important  building  projects,  for  which  the  com¬ 
pany  has  furnished  the  bricks,  there  should  be  espe¬ 
cially  mentioned  the  General  Electric  Company’s 
plant  at  Erie,  the  Union  Depot,  the  Hammermill 
Paper  Company,  the  Erie  Trust  Company  Building 
and  the  Boston  Store  of  Erie.  The  company  has 
also  supplied  bricks  for  the  building  of  most  of  the 
largest  structures  erected  in  recent  years  in  north 
western  Pennsylvania.  Associated  with  Mr.  Harris 
in  the  active  management  of  the  company  are :  D.  S. 
Milloy,  treasurer;  H.  S.  Miller,  secretary  (q.  v.)  ; 
and  B.  W.  Schafer,  vice-president.  Mr.  Harris,  in 
his  younger  years,  while  he  was  still  a. resident  of  his 
native  State,  was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  National 
Guard. 

Mr.  Harris  married,  in  1911,  Pauline  F.  Sublett, 
like  himself  a  native  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Harris,  who  make  their  home  at  No.  4525  Cherry 
Street,  Erie,  have  one  daughter,  Pauline  E.  Harris, 
born  September  30,  1914. 


FREDERICK  W.  BIESECKER — For  almost 
half  a  century  Mr.  Biesecker  has  been  a  member 
of  the  bar  of  Somerset  County.  During  his  long 
career  as  a  lawyer  he  has  reached  an  eminent  posi¬ 
tion  in  legal  circles  and  he  is  generally  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  his  native  county. 
A  graduate  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Mr. 
Biesecker  is  one  of  that  institution’s  most  loyal 
alumni  and  for  many  years  has  served  as  a  member 
and  at  times  also  as  vice-president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  college.  In  this  capacity  he  has  done 
much  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  college 
and  its  students,  showing  his  attachment  for  his 
ahna  mater  also  by  generous  contributions. 

Frederick  (Fred)  Winters  Biesecker  was  born  in 
Jenner  Township,  Somerset  County,  March  10,  1858,  a 
son  of  John  and  Johanna  (Winters)  Biesecker.  His 
father  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Biesecker  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  then  at¬ 
tended  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  at  Lancaster, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1880.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law  and,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  he 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Somer¬ 
set,  where  he  has  continued  to  practice  his  profes¬ 
sion  with  outstanding  success  ever  since  then.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Somerset  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  served  as  president  for  ten  years. 
During  the  early  part  of  his  career  he  served  for  two 
terms,  during  1884-90,  as  district  attorney  for  Som¬ 
erset  County,  proving  himself  a  most  capable,  effi¬ 
cient  and  conscientious  public  official.  Though  fre¬ 
quently  urged  to  accept  other  public  offices,  he  has 
always  declined  to  do  so,  preferring  to  remain  a 
private  citizen  and  to  devote  himself  to  the  private 
practice  of  law  and  to  his  other  interests.  The  latter 
also  include  connection  of  many  years’  standing  with 
several  important  financial  institutions.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Somerset  and 
a  director  of  the  Somerset  Trust  Compay  of  Som¬ 
erset.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 
serving  at  different  times  as  vice-president  of  this 
body.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  the  United  States  at  Lancaster. 
In  June,  1930,  his  alma  mater  conferred  upon  him 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in  recognition 
of  his  eminent  position  as  a  lawyer  and  of  his 
important  services  to  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 
At  this  occasion,  which  Mr.  Biesecker  unfortunately 
was  not  able  to  attend  personally,  being  at  that  time 
in  Europe,  Dr.  Howard  R.  Omwake,  dean  of  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Marshall  College,  paid  the  following  tribute 
to  Mr.  Biesecker: 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  peculiar  privilege  to 
present  to  you  by  the  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  to  be 
awarded  in  absentia ,  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who  is 
beloved  by  every  Alumnus  of  this  College  who  has  had 
any  contact  with  him,  Frederick  W.  Biesecker,  for 
many  years  a  trustee  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col¬ 
lege  and  for  much  of  this  time  vice-president  of  the 
board,  also  vice-president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Theological  Seminary. 

Mr.  Biesecker  is  a  man  of  many  interests.  He  has 
devoted  his  life  to  the  practice  of  law  in  Somerset 
County  where  he  has  earned  the  high  esteem  of  a 
large  and  devoted  clientele.  For  ten  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Somerset  County  Bar  Association. 
Although  offered  distinguished  honors  through  polit¬ 


ical  preferment,  he  has  declined  them  to  remain  a 
private  citizen. 

The  Reformed  Church  has  ever  been  dear  to  his 
heart,  and  he  is  a  tower  of  strength  in  her  councils. 

Many  young  men  have  found  their  way  to  this  col¬ 
lege  through  his  direction  and  help,  and  as  dean  of  the 
college,  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  lively  and 
kindly  interest  he  takes  in  these  students.  Through 
his  magnificent  generosity  in  providing  the  Biesecker 
Gymnasium  as  a  health  building  institution  for  the 
young  men  of  this  college,  he  has  won  a  place  in  the 
affections  of  every  student.  His  kindly  interest,  his 
modest  manner,  and  his  sympathetic  and  understand¬ 
ing  insight  into  college  problems  are  a  constant  stim¬ 
ulus  to  the  faculty.  Upon  no  man  could  this  college 
bestow  honor  with  such  universal  accord  as  upon  this 
able  and  devoted  Alumnus  who  exactly  fifty  years  ago 
left  these  halls  with  his  Bachelor’s  diploma.  I  pre¬ 
sent  to  you  the  name  of  Frederick  W.  Biesecker,  able 
lawyer,  generous  friend,  Christian  gentleman,  for  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Mr.  Biesecker  is  a  member  of  the  Reciprocity 
Club  of  America  and  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity, 
the  Franklin  and  Marshall  Chapter  of  which  he 
joined  while  a  student  at  that  institution.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Reformed  Church  of 
the  United  States,  the  work  of  which  he  has  long 
supported  generously  by  his  means  and  efforts. 

Mr.  Biesecker  married  (first),  in  October,  1886, 
Mary  S.  Scull,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
Louise  Scull.  He  married  (second),  August  6,  1921, 
Edith  K.  Linton,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Mary 
Knepper.  He  makes  his  home  at  Somerset. 


WILLIAM  C.  SCHAFER— Identified  with  the 
foundry  industry  since  his  youth,  Mr.  Schafer  has 
been  connected  for  the  last  three  decades  with  the 
Lake  Erie  Foundry  Company  of  Girard,  Erie  County, 
of  which  he  has  been  the  treasurer  and  general 
manager  throughout  this  period.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  this  company  and,  though  he  has  been 
ably  assisted  by  his  associates  in  the  concern,  the 
steady  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  company  must 
largely  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Schafer  himself.  He  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  foundry  industry, 
not  only  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  but  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  country.  He  has  also  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  civic  affairs  and  has  several  times  been 
honored  by  election  to  important  local  offices. 

William  C.  Shafer  was  born  in  Erie  County,  July 
30,  1870,  a  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Katherine  Schafer. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade.  Mr.  Schafer’s  mother,  a  native  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  died  in  1878.  Educated  in  the  public 
schools,  Mr.  Schafer  after  leaving  school  learned  the 
trade  of  moulder.  Previous  to  1902  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  Ideal  Foundry  Company  at  North  Girard.  In 
that  year  he  helped  to  organize  the  Lake  Erie  Foundry 
Company  at  Girard,  those  associated  with  him  in  the 
formation  of  this  company  having  been:  W.  C. 
Kibler,  C.  F.  Rockwell,  George  Kibler,  and  W.  T. 
Culbertson.  The  company  has  always  engaged  in 
general  foundry  work  and  now  also  specializes  in 
plumbing  supplies.  Its  products  are  distributed 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  company  has  en¬ 
joyed  steady  growth  and  prosperity  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  its  plant  now  covers  one  and  one-half  acres. 
The  number  of  its  employees  averages  seventy-five 
and  the  company  has  always  made  excellent  provi¬ 
sions  for  the  welfare  of  its  employees,  including 
group  insurance.  The  first  president  of  the  company 
was  Mr.  John  A.  Zurn,  who  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
John  Snyder,  the  latter  still  serving  as  the  head  of 
the  company.  Mr.  W.  C.  Kibler  (q.  v.)  is  vice- 
president  and  Mr.  Schafer  himself  has  always  served 
as  treasurer  and  general  manager.  Civic  affairs,  too, 
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have  received  a  considerable  share  of  his  attention 
and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  town  council  for 
nine  years  and  has  served  several  terms  as  burgess 
of  Girard.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  347,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of 
Erie,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Schafer  married,  in  1898,  Carrie  Fischer,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schafer  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Ada  May. 


JOHN  E.  LEE — For  the  last  three  decades  Mr. 
Lee  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  flour 
milling  industry  in  Erie  County.  During  this  long 
period  he  has  been  one  of  the  executive  officers  and 
the  general  manager  of  Blaine-Mackay-Lee  Company 
at  North  East,  Erie  County,  which  operates  a  very 
successful  mill.  The  steady  growth  and  prosperity, 
which  this  enterprise  has  enjoyed,  has  been  largely 
due  to  Mr.  Lee’s  efficient  management  of  the  busi¬ 
ness. 

John  E.  Lee  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
March  6,  1861,  a  son  of  Henry  M.  and  Anna  (Mc- 
Kitrick)  Lee.  His  father,  who  was  a  shipbuilder,  was 
a  native  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  while  his  mother 
was  born  in  Erie.  Mr.  Lee  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  then  entered  business.  In 
1902,  together  with  Mr.  George  W.  Blaine  and  Mr. 
G.  N.  Mackay,  Mr.  Lee  established  and  incorporated 
the  Blaine-Mackay-Lee  Company  at  North  East,  Erie 
County,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  milling 
business.  Ever  since  then  Mr.  Blaine  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  corporation,  while  Mr.  Lee  has  held  the 
positions  of  secretary  and  treasurer  and  has  also 
served  as  general  manager.  The  capacity  of  the  mill 
is  five  hundred  barrels  per  day.  Twenty-eight  people 
are  employed  and  the  various  products  of  the  mill  are 
distributed  widely  in  New  York  State,  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio.  The  mill  has  a  private  railroad  siding  with 
a  capacity  of  sixteen  cars  and  is  the  only  mill  of  this 
type  in  North  East.  The  equipment  of  the  mill  is  of 
the  most  modern  type  and  the  business  methods  used 
in  its  management  are  also  up-to-date.  The  mill  is 
one  of  the  important  enterprises  of  the  town  and 
through  its  long  continued  successful  operation  has 
made  important  contributions  to  the  community’s 
prosperity.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  in  which  latter  organization  he  holds  the 
fourth  degree.  Though  he  has  never  held  or  sought 
public  office,  he  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  at  all  times  can  be  counted  upon 
to  support  generously  any  movement  or  enterprise 
which  affects  the  public  welfare.  His  religious  affili¬ 
ations  are  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  more 
particularly  with  St.  Gregory  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a  devout  communicant. 

Mr.  Lee  married,  in  1885,  Margaret  Moston.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lee  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
1.  George  E.,  a  graduate  of  St.  Bonaventure’s  College 
at  Alleghany,  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  He  is  associated  in 
business  with  his  father  as  sales  manager  for  the 
Blaine-Mackay-Lee  Company.  2.  Howard,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  3.  Irene,  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  who  married  Em¬ 
met  Hurley  and  who  is  the  mother  of  two  children. 
4.  Robert  M.,  a  graduate  of  Georgetown  University, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  later  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Harvard  University,  where  he  took  a  special 


course  in  business  administration.  He  is  now  with 
the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 


JOHN  ARTHUR  ZURN— More  than  twenty- 
five  years  ago  Mr.  Zurn  was  one  of  the  two  founders 
of  the  business  which  now  bears  his  name,  and  of 
which  he  has  been  the  president  since  its  incorpora¬ 
tion.  Under  his  very  able  management  he  has  brought 
this  business  to  its  present  high  state  of  prosperity. 
In  recent  years  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of  having  as¬ 
sociated  with  him  actively  in  the  management  of  the 
enterprise  his  two  sons.  Though  Mr.  Zurn  has  al¬ 
ways  given  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention 
to  the  development  and  conduct  of  his  company,  one 
of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  plumbing  devices  and 
similar  articles,  he  has  also  been  active  in  several 
other  directions  and  especially  in  religious  work. 

John  A.  Zurn  was  born  in  Erie,  December  6,  1875, 
a  son  of  John  and  Rose  Zurn.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  after  leaving  school  followed 
a  business  career.  Since  1905  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  plumbing  devices  and  paints. 
In  that  year  he  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
concern,  which  is  now  known  as  the  J.  A.  Zurn 
Manufacturing  Company  and  of  which  he  has  been 
the  president  since  its  incorporation  in  1928.  He  is 
also  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Girard  Model 
Works. 

The  J.  A.  Zurn  Manufacturing  Company  was 
founded  in  1905  by  Mr.  Zurn  and  Mr.  Milton  Rowley 
at  Erie  as  a  copartnership  for  the  purpose  of  manu¬ 
facturing  plumbing  devices  and  paints.  It  was  started 
in  a  modest  way  at  No.  148  East  Twenty-first  Street 
in  a  small  building.  The  copartnership  continued 
until  1919,  when  it  was  dissolved  and  when  Mr.  Zurn 
became  the  sole  owner  of  the  business.  At  that  time 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  its  present  style,  J.  A. 
Zurn  Manufacturing  Company,  and  the  plant  was 
located  at  Fourteenth  Street  and  Gorman  Avenue.  In 
1928  the  business  was  incorporated  and,  in  order  to 
take  care  of  its  steady  expansion  a  new  building  was 
erected  at  No.  1801  Pittsburgh  Avenue,  where  the 
company  now  occupies  125,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space.  Some  two  hundred  people  are  employed  and 
the  various  articles  manufactured  by  the  company  are 
sold  all  over  the  world.  The  company  has  been  the 
pioneer  in  the  development  and  marketing  of  many 
original  devices  used  by  plumbers.  The  new  plant  has 
a  private  railroad  siding  with  a  capacity  of  twenty- 
five  cars.  The  bulk  of  the  work  consists  of  traps, 
drains  and  fittings.  The  management  of  the  company 
has  always  been  very  progressive  and  this  is  especially 
true  in  respect  to  its  relations  with  its  employees.  A 
first  aid  hospital  is  maintained,  group  insurance  is 
supplied  and  athletic  teams  of  various  types  are  spon¬ 
sored.  At  Fourteenth  Street  and  Gorman  Avenue, 
Erie,  a  subsidiary  plant  is  maintained  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  American  Flexible  Coupling  Company, 
which  employs  an  additional  force  of  twenty-five 
people  and  which  maintains  a  national  sales  organi¬ 
zation.  The  executive  officers  of  the  J.  A.  Zurn  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company  at  present  are :  John  A.  Zurn, 
president;  M.  A.  Zurn,  vice-president;  E.  F.  Zurn, 
secretary. 

Mr.  Zurn’s  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  more  particularly  with  the  Central  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Erie,  in  the  work  of  which  he  has 
long  been  very  active,  having  served  as  trustee  and 
Sunday  school  superintendent  for  many  years.  He  also 
is  a  member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  North  America,  serving  as  its  recording 
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secretary.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Erie  County  Sab¬ 
bath  School  Association  and  of  the  Erie  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  and  he  is  actively  connected 
with  several  other  similar  organizations.  At  one 
time  he  also  served  as  school  director  for  a  period  of 
six  years. 

Mr.  Zurn  married  Clara  Ackerman,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  have  three  children :  i.  Arloween 
M.  Zurn,  who  married  K.  G.  Brock.  2.  M.  A.  Zurn, 
of  whom  further.  3.  E.  F.  Zurn,  of  whom  further. 

M.  A.  Zurn,  the  older  of  the  two  sons  of  John  A. 
and  Clara  (Ackerman)  Zurn,  was  born  at  Erie,  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1901.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  then  attended  the 
Kentucky  Military  School.  After  leaving  school  he 
became  connected  with  the  J.  A.  Zurn  Manufacturing 
Company,  founded  by  his  father  some  twenty-five 
years  ago.  He  is  now  the  vice-president  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  M.  A.  Zurn  married  Marian  K.  Schmid, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  John 
H.,  born  November  17,  1925.  2.  Frank  W.,  born 

January  18,  1927.  3.  Sallie  E.,  born  November  16, 

1930. 

E.  F.  Zurn,  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  of  John 
A.  and  Clara  (Ackerman)  Zurn,  was  born  at  Erie, 
March  31,  1908.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  then  attended 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 

1931.  He  is  actively  connected  with  the  management 
of  the  J.  A.  Zurn  Manufacturing  Company,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  plumbers’  devices,  founded  in  1905  by 
his  father,  of  which  he  is  now  the  secretary. 


ALFRED  B.  TROW — As  treasurer  of  the  Erie 
Sand  and  Gravel  Company,  Alfred  B.  Trow  is  a 
member  of  the  oldest  organization  of  the  kind,  and 
also  the  largest,  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  The 
corporation  commands  a  line  of  customers,  numerous 
and  important,  within  a  radius  of  two  hundred  miles 
from  Erie.  Of  the  city  itself  the  concern  is  one  of 
lively  commercial  assets.  Mr.  Trow’s  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Lucina  (Culbertson)  Trow;  the  for¬ 
mer,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  farmer,  died  in 
1905,  and  the  latter,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  died  in 
1900.  Alfred  B.  Trow  was  born  in  Cambridge 
Springs,  Pennsylvania,  January  14,  1871,  and  passed 
through  the  public  schools,  next  entering  Clark’s 
Business  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  pre¬ 
pared  for  entry  into  a  commercial  career. 

Prior  to  1907,  Mr.  Trow  was  engaged  in  electric 
railway  work.  In  that  year  he  became  identified  with 
the  Erie  Sand  and  Gravel  Company,  in  whose  affairs 
he  has  made  steady  advance  to  the  position  of  treas¬ 
urer.  The  history  of  this  concern  dates  back  to 
1888,  when  James  Thompson,  William  Tanner,  and 
others,  perfected  an  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  and  dealing  in  lake  sand  and  gravel.  Their 
plant  was  situated  at  the  foot  of  Sassafras  Street, 
Erie,  and  they  started  with  one  old  scow  and  mate¬ 
rials  that  were  greatly  limited  in  quantity.  The  busi¬ 
ness  had  a  healthy  growth,  and  in  1900  it  was  incor¬ 
porated,  the  officers  becoming  George  Berriman,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  J.  S.  Scobell,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Fred 
Jarecki  succeeded  Mr.  Berriman  as  president,  and 
Mr.  Scobell  was  retained  as  secretary  until  his  death 
in  1927-  R.  W.  Potter,  the  next  to  hold  the  office  of 
president,  died  in  1930,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  E.  Q.  Potter,  who  has  since  filled  the  office. 
Alfred  B.  Trow  was  made  treasurer,  and  R.  C.  Mc- 


Clenahan  secretary.  The  company’s  plant  has  ex¬ 
panded  to  large  proportions,  now  covers  thirteen 
“water”  lots,  and  furnishes  employment  to  upward 
of  twenty-five  persons. 

Mr.  Trow  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  was  married,  in  1892,  to  Cora  M.  Carroll,  of 
Cambridge  Springs,  daughter  of  Peter  Carroll,  who 
died  in  1905.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trow  have  one  son, 
Donald  B.  Trow.  The  Trow  family  residence  is  at 
No.  213  West  Fourth  Street,  Erie. 


CARL  M.  DRURY— When  the  National  Bank 
of  Girard  was  organized  and  began  business  in  1904 
one  of  its  employees  was  Carl  M.  Drury,  who  had 
been  engaged  up  to  then  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Erie  County.  During  the  years  that  have 
followed  he  has  risen,  through  the  regular  channels 
of  promotion,  to  the  position  of  cashier,  which  he 
at  present  fills.  Mr.  Drury  is  also  extensively  inter¬ 
ested  in  other  business  affairs  in  Girard,  where  he  is 
classed  among  the  leading  citizens. 

He  was  born  in  Girard,  Erie  County,  July  13,  1883, 
a  son  of  E.  L.  and  Kitty  Anne  (Wood)  Drury,  both 
natives  of  the  county.  His  education  began  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  after  his  graduation  from 
high  school  in  Girard  he  became  a  student  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Normal  College  at  Edinboro.  He 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of 
1902  and  entered  upon  a  career  of  teaching,  which 
he  followed  until  1904,  when  he  became  associated 
with  the  newly  organized  National  Bank  of  Girard, 
as  has  been  noted. 

This  bank  was  organized  by  a  group  of  business 
men  of  Girard  with  an  original  capitalization  of 
$50,000,  which  was  later  increased  to  $125,000.  Its 
first  president  was  H.  G.  Harvey  and  its  first  cashier 
was  O.  M.  Sloan.  Its  second  president  was  F.  L. 
Andrews,  who,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  W. 
F.  Andrews,  who  fills  the  office  at  present.  Its  other 
officers  are :  J.  C.  Murphy,  vice-president ;  Carl  M. 
Drury,  cashier ;  Ross  A.  Kratzke,  assistant  cashier. 
In  1926,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  its  growing  busi¬ 
ness,  a  modern  bank  building  was  erected  for  its 
accommodation,  the  plans  for  which  were  drawn  by 
Morgan  and  French,  architects,  and  which  is  one  of 
the  best  examples  of  its  character  in  northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

Additional  to  his  official  obligations  in  the  National 
Bank  of  Girard,  Mr.  Drury  serves  as  vice-president 
of  the  West  Ridge  Transportation  Company  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Girard  Amusement  Company,  and  is  also 
interested  in  other  business  activities.  During  the 
World  War  he  served  as  chairman  of  all  Liberty 
Loan  campaigns  in  Girard  and  was  otherwise  help¬ 
ful  in  his  service  to  the  Federal  Government.  At  one 
time  he  served  on  the  Girard  City  Council  for  two 
terms,  a  total  of  eight  years.  He  is  a  Universalist 
in  religion  and  a  trustee  of  the  Universalist  Church 
of  Girard,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lake  Shore  Golf 
Club  of  Erie.  In  the  order  of  Free  Masonry  he  holds 
the  thirty-second  degree  and  for  twenty  years  has 
served  as  secretary  of  Lake  Erie  Lodge,  No.  347, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is  also  affiliated  with 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  the  intermediate  bodies  of  the 
organization. 

Carl  M.  Drury  married,  in  1907,  Grace  L.  McCluer, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  children  are :  1.  C. 

McCluer,  born  May  5,  1914.  2.  Kathryn  Anne,  born 
February  3,  1917. 
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JONATHAN  KEARSLEY  HENDERSON,  M. 

D. — Member  of  the  staff  of  the  State  Hospital  at 
Philipsburg,  surgeon  for  two  railroads  here,  and  very 
widely  known  in  his  profession  through  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Jonathan  K.  Henderson  has  had 
a  constructive  career  in  medical  science,  and  is  looked 
upon  by  his  colleagues  as  a  foremost  practitioner  of 
the  profession. 

Dr.  Henderson’s  heritage  in  the  profession  was  an 
unusual  one.  His  father  was  a  well-known  physician 
and  surgeon ;  and  so  too  were  his  paternal  and  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfathers. 

The  former,  Dr.  William  B.  Henderson,  was  a 
native  of  Lewistown,  where  he  was  born  on  March 
17,  i860.  His  death,  closing  an  admirable  record, 
occurred  in  Philipsburg,  where  his  career  had  cen¬ 
tered,  on  October  30,  1931.  Dr.  William  B.  Hender¬ 
son  married  Matilda  Allport,  who  was  born  in 
Philipsburg,  daughter  of  Hobart  Allport;  and  Hobart 
Allport,  as  indicated  above,  was  also  a  physician, 
founder  of  the  Miners’  Hospital  of  Philipsburg.  When 
Dr.  Allport  established  the  hospital  it  was  to  fill  a 
long-felt  need  in  caring  for  injured  miners.  It  grew 
and  flourished,  for  the  casualties  of  life  and  limb 
were  heavy  at  that  period;  and  from  a  small  hospital 
of  a  few  beds,  ably  administered  by  Dr.  Allport,  the 
institution  has  grown  steadily,  today  being  one  of  the 
best  in  this  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  called 
the  State  Hospital  now,  and  has  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  beds,  being  attended  by  a  staff  of  three 
surgeons  and  five  general  practitioners.  During  Dr. 
Allport’s  lifetime  he  was  chief  of  the  staff.  Later, 
Dr.  William  B.  Henderson  became  chief  of  staff,  and 
he  continued  in  charge  for  many  years.  He  and  his 
wife  had  children  as  follows:  1.  Margaret,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Summerville  Eastmant  of  Philipsburg.  2.  Hobart, 
since  deceased.  3.  Dr.  Jonathan  Kearsley,  of  whom 
follows.  4.  Catherine,  wife  of  William  B.  Burchfield, 
of  Long  Island,  New  York.  5.  David,  since  deceased. 
Two  other  children  died  in  their  infancy. 

Dr.  Jonathan  K.  Henderson  of  this  record  was 
born  in  Philipsburg,  September  21,  1896.  Here  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  was  a  student  at  Conway 
Hall,  and  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1916.  He  took 
his  pre-medical  work  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  entered  the  university’s  medical  school,  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1923,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  For  a  year  he  served  as  interne 
at  the  Mercy  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh.  In  1924  he 
returned  to  Philipsburg,  joined  in  professional  asso¬ 
ciation  with  his  distinguished  father,  and  now  carries 
on  the  name,  traditional  in  the  medical  profession  in 
Phillipsburg.  Dr.  Henderson  has  built  up  an  exten¬ 
sive  general  practice.  He  took  over  a  number  of  his 
father’s  patients  when  the  elder  Dr.  Henderson  was 
called  from  the  busy  works  of  his  active  humani¬ 
tarian  lifetime,  and  these  have  been  augmented  in 
number  with  the  growth  of  Dr.  Henderson’s  prestige. 
As  surgeon  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  System 
and  for  the  New  York  Central,  locally,  he  stands  well 
with  the  head  medical  offices  of  either  corporation, 
and  has  done  some  very  skilled  work  for  both  of  them. 
Also,  as  member  of  the  State  Hospital’s  staff,  he  is 
going  ahead  in  the  service  of  the  people  as  did  his 
father  and  maternal  grandfather,  and  his  colleagues 
are  quick  to  pay  to  him  their  obligations  of  respect 
that  are  his  due,  as  the  worthy  bearer  of  an  honored 
name  in  medical  science. 

Dr.  Henderson  is  devoted  to  the  civic  and  social  and 
financial  affairs  of  Philipsburg,  but  not  to  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  his  duties  as  practitioner.  He  belongs  to  the 


medical  societies  of  state  and  county,  and  fraternally 
is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  in  which  he  is  a  congenial,  popular  member. 

On  January  30,  1922,  in  Philipsburg,  Dr.  Hender¬ 
son  was  united  in  marriage  with  Edith  Stott,  native 
of  this  city;  and  of  this  union  there  are  three  chil¬ 
dren:  James  Stott,  Catherine  D.,  and  Jane. 

WILLARD  POTTER  LEWIS— Chief  librarian 
of  Pennsylvania  State  College  at  State  College,  Cen¬ 
tre  County,  Willard  Potter  Lewis  has  devoted  his 
entire  active  career  to  library  work,  occupying  many 
responsible  positions,  chiefly  at  various  educational 
institutions.  He  is  a  well-known  figure  in  his  chosen 
profession. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  born  at  Watertown,  New  York,  on 
August  10,  1889,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Morgan  and 
Jennie  (Potter)  Lewis.  His  father  was  a  secretary 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education,  Mr. 
Lewis  entered  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1911  and  the  further  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  in  1912.  In  the  latter  year  he  enrolled  at  the 
New  York  State  Library  School,  Albany,  New  York, 
taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Library  Science  in 
1913.  During  1913-14  he  served  as  librarian  of  the 
Albany  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  From 
1914  to  1919  he  was  librarian  of  Baylor  University 
at  Waco,  Texas,  and  for  some  months  in  1917,  after 
the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War, 
was  also  librarian  at  Camp  MacArthur  in  Waco.  In 
1919  he  became  librarian  of  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire,  at  Durham,  New  Hampshire,  continuing 
in  that  capacity  until  1929,  when  he  assumed  a  similar 
position  at  Wesleyan  University.  Finally,  in  1931,  he 
became  librarian  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  where 
he  has  since  served.  Mr.  Lewis  is  thoroughly  com¬ 
petent  for  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  has  always 
administered  the  libraries  under  his  control  with  com¬ 
plete  efficiency.  He  enjoys  a  considerable  reputation 
among  his  colleagues  in  his  profession. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since 
1913,  and  in  1926-27  was  chairman  of  the  agricultural 
libraries  section  of  that  organization.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Association,  the 
American  Association  of  University  Professors  and 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of  America.  Apart  from  his 
connection  with  learned  and  professional  societies  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity.  Mr. 
Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  April  9,  1914,  at  Watertown,  New  York,  Wil¬ 
lard  Potter  Lewis  married  Harriet  Edna  Stillman, 
daughter  of  William  J.  and  Cora  (Richey)  Stillman. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Robert 
Stillman,  born  August  11,  1916.  2.  Barbara  Evelyn, 

born  November  n,  1918.  3.  Walter  Morgan,  born 

August  21,  1920. 


HON.  MONTGOMERY  WARD  FLEMING— 

As  lawyer  and  judge,  Hon.  Montgomery  Ward 
Fleming  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  his  native 
community  of  Bellefonte,  where  he  now  lives;  and  he 
is  regarded  here  as  one  of  his  community’s  accom¬ 
plished  professional  leaders  and  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zens. 

Judge  Fleming  was  born  on  August  23,  1884,  in 
Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  son  of  Wilson  Isaac  and 
Bella  Priscilla  Fleming.  His  father  was  long  active 
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in  Bellefonte  affairs,  and  was  for  some  years  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  bureau  of  statistics  of  the  Department  of 
internal  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  After  having  received  his  early  training  in  the 
schools  of  Bellefonte,  Montgomery  Ward  Fleming 
was  graduated  from  high  school  here  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1899.  He  then  went  to  Bellefonte 
Academy,  where  he  completed  his  work  in  1901.  In 
1905  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Haver- 
ford  College  and,  determining,  then  to  go  to  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  for  his  legal  education,  he 
received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  that 
institution  in  1908.  In  June  of  that  year  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  County,  and  afterward 
came  admittance  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania  and  to  the  bar  of  Centre  County. 
Taking  up  his  professional  work  in  Philipsburg,  he 
there  remained  until  called  to  the  bench  in  January, 
1928.  From  1916  to  1928  he  had  served  very  use¬ 
fully  as  a  referee  in  bankruptcy. 

Never  confining  his  interests  and  activities  to  a 
single  branch  of  Pennsylvania  life,  however,  Mr. 
Fleming  has  distinguished  himself  by  service  in  dif¬ 
ferent  organizations  and  by  promotion  of  worth 
while  civic  projects.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Philipsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1925  and 
1926,  was  district  governor  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
District  of  the  Rotary  International.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Nittany  Country  Club,  at  Bellefonte, 
and  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Also  a  leader  in  fraternal  affairs,  he  is  affiliated, 
in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  with  Moshannon 
Lodge  No.  291,  of  which  he  is  past  worshipful  mas¬ 
ter;  Clearfield  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mo¬ 
shannon  Commandery,  No.  74,  Knights  Templar, 
of  which  he  was  eminent  commander;  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  was  grand 
herald;  Nittany  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters; 
and  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  Judge  Fleming  is  a  member,  likewise,  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  America,  and  the 
Junior  Order,  United  American  Mechanics.  Into 
all  his  work  and  his  varied  affiliations,  he  has  put 
his  finest  energies,  with  the  result  that  he  is  today 
esteemed  and  respected  as  are  few  men,  and  is  in 
a  position  to  render  outstanding  service  to  all  who 
know  him  and  his  numerous  abilities.  He  has  a 
wide  acquaintance,  is  popular  among  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  and  shows  himself  the  possessor  of  a 
true  spirit  of  service  and  helpfulness. 

Judge  Fleming  married,  in  Butler,  on  October  24, 
1908,  Winifred  M.  Donaldson,  daughter  of  Jones 
J.  and  Mary  Catherine  Donaldson.  By  this  marriage 
there  have  been  three  children:  1.  John  M.  Flem¬ 
ing,  born  May  6,  1910.  2.  Mary  Isabel  Fleming,  born 
July  3,  1915.  3.  Winifred  Maud  Fleming,  born  June 
20,  1921. 


W.  W.  D.  SONES,  A.  B.,  B.  S.,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

— Director  of  the  educational  institution  known  as 
Erie  Center,  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  Dr. 
Sones  has  given  more  than  a  score  of  years  to  his 
distinguished  career  as  educator.  He  was  born  March 
12,  1888,  at  Dushore,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  C.  L.  Sones, 
Evangelical  clergyman  (now  retired),  and  Amanda 
Rebecca  (Young)  Sones,  both  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr. 
Sones  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pennsylvania ;  at  Albright  College,  from  which,  in 
1908,  he  received  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  Bachelor  of  Sciences ;  the  University  of  Penn¬ 


sylvania  and  the  University  of  Chicago,  where  he 
took  special  studies ;  and  received  in  more  recent 
years,  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  the  degrees 
of  Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  Be¬ 
ginning  his  educational  career  after  graduation  from 
Albright  in  1908,  he  has  spent  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  time  succeeding  in  educational  work.  Until  1925 
he  served  as  an  instructor  in  public  schools  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  1925  he  became  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  acted  as  director  of 
the  university’s  training  school  for  teachers  until 
1928,  and  then  came  to  Erie  as  head  of  Erie  Center. 
This  important  branch  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  has  been  of  increasing  note  under  his  admin¬ 
istration,  and  a  brief  resume  of  its  history  is  appro¬ 
priate  here. 

In  the  fall  of  1927  the  Center  had  its  beginning,  at 
the  call  of  the  education  committee  of  the  Erie 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Evening  classes  and  classes 
in  late  afternoon  were  the  beginning.  Response  was 
popular,  and  in  1928  the  university  offered  a  larger 
curriculum.  A  complete  freshman  program  was  in¬ 
stalled,  covering  the  first-year  requirements  of  all  the 
university’s  schools.  In  1929  the  second  year  of  col¬ 
lege  work  was  added,  and  the  two-year  curriculum  of 
the  junior  college  became  available.  Since  1927  the 
work  has  gone  forward,  the  evening  classes  continu¬ 
ing  their  popularity ;  and  since  1928-29  and  Dr.  Sones’ 
connection  as  director,  expansion  has  been  pronounced, 
until  today  the  Center  is  firmly  installed.  The  aca¬ 
demic  work  of  the  Center  comprises  two  divisions : 
junior  college,  with  day  classes;  and  the  evening 
school.  Complete  freshman  and  sophomore  courses 
are  given  in  junior  college,  and  the  evening  school 
provides  courses  for  adult  students,  many  of  whom, 
regularly  admitted  to  the  university,  are  accumulating 
credits  toward  degrees.  The  resident  faculty  is  com¬ 
posed  of  instructors  selected  by  the  university.  There 
were  more  than  twenty  instructors  in  1930-31.  The 
Center  is  housed  in  the  Erie  Trust  Building,  on  the 
eighth  and  ninth  floors ;  laboratories  are  in  the  Strong- 
Vincent  High  School;  electrical  engineering  is  in  the 
Technical  High  School;  biology  is  in  the  State  Fish 
Hatchery  Building,  and  facilities  for  physical  educa¬ 
tion  are  in  the  Young  Men’s  and  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association  buildings.  Enrollment  in  1927- 
1928  was  over  three  hundred;  in  1930-31,  over  eight 
hundred. 

Dr.  Sones,  whose  distinction  is  national  in  circles 
of  his  profession,  has  written  a  number  of  books  now 
widely  employed  in  high  schools.  He  is  author  of 
several  monographs  and  articles  appearing  in  the  field 
of  education,  and  his  interests  are  wide,  extending 
beyond  the  confines  of  his  work.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Park  and  Harbor  Commission,  appointed  by 
Governor  Pinchot  in  1931,  and  chairman  of  the  Emer¬ 
gency  Employment  Committee  of  Erie  in  1931.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  holding  the  thirty-second  degree  as  member 
of  the  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 
and  is  a  member  of  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Fraternity,  the 
Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  National  Society  for 
the  Scientific  Study  of  Education,  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  the 
American  Philatelic  Society;  was  a  lecturer  for  the 
Chautauqua  Institution,  Pennsylvania  State  College 
and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  belongs  to  the 
University  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the  University  Club  of 
Erie,  the  Erie  Club,  the  Lake  Shore  Country  Club, 
and  the  Rotary  Club ;  and  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Evangelical  Church. 
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On  August  11,  1909,  Dr.  Sones  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mary  Alice  Kennedy,  of  Wyalusing, 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Andrews)  Ken¬ 
nedy.  Three  children  were  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Sones:  1.  W.  W.  D.  Sones,  Jr.,  born  June  23,  1910. 
2.  Jean  Elizabeth  Sones,  born  June  24,  1914.  3.  Mary 
Alice,  born  October  16,  1922. 


DANIEL  LEFFLER — After  a  varied  business 
experience,  covering  some  twenty-five  years  and 
bringing  to  him  wide  experience  with  various  lines  of 
business,  Mr.  Leffler,  more  than  ten  years  ago,  organ¬ 
ized  the  Gearhart  Lumber  and  Supply  Company  of 
Clearfield,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  then  been  one 
of  the  executive  officers.  Under  his  very  able  man¬ 
agement  this  company  has  enjoyed  steady  growth  and 
prosperity  and  today  is  one  of  the  leading  concerns 
of  its  type  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Since  com¬ 
ing  to  Clearfield,  Mr.  Leffler  has  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  civic  affairs  and  has  gained  for  himself  the 
complete  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
a  fact  proven  by  his  election  to  two  terms  as  a 
councilman  and  also  to  the  office  of  burgess.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  prominently  active  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fraternal  organizations  and,  indeed,  in  every 
respect  he  represents  the  best  type  of  useful,  vigor¬ 
ous  and  public-spirited  citizenship. 

Daniel  Leffler  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Sep¬ 
tember  3,  1886,  the  tenth  of  the  thirteen  children  of 
Dr.  E.  H.  and  Rosa  (Gleim)  Leffler.  His  father,  who 
was  a  physician,  was  a  native  of  Dauphin  County 
and  died  on  October  10,  1910.  Mr.  Leffler’s  mother 
was  born  in  Lebanon  County  and  now  makes  her 
home  at  Millersburg,  Dauphin  County.  Mr.  Leffler 
was  graduated  from  the  Millersburg  High  School  in 
1905  and  then  entered  the  banking  business.  Soon 
afterwards  he  became  chief  clerk  for  the  Middletown 
Stove  Works,  Middletown,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  from  1906  until  1910.  Next  he  operated  for 
two  years,  1910- 12,  the  Millersburg  Electric  Light 
Company.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  reentered  the 
banking  business  and  for  the  next  two  and  one-half 
years  was  receiving  teller  for  the  Harrisburg  Trust 
Company.  In  1913  he  became  auditor  for  the  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  and  Clearfield  Telephone  Company  and  from 
1918  until  1920  he  was  manager  of  the  same,  under 
the  United  States  Telephone  &  Telegraph  administra¬ 
tion.  In  the  meantime,  in  1910,  he  had  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Millersburg  Manufacturing  Company,  in 
which  capacity  he  still  continues  to  serve.  In  1920 
Mr.  Leffler  organized  the  Gearhart  Lumber  and  Sup¬ 
ply  Company  of  Clearfield,  of  which  he  has  been 
secretary  and  treasurer  ever  since  and  to  which  he 
has  given  hi  recent  years  the  major  share  of  his  time 
and  attention,  building  up  a  large  and  profitable  busi¬ 
ness.  Soon  after  coming  to  Clearfield,  Mr.  Leffler 
became  very  active  in  public  affairs.  He  has  served 
for  six  years  on  the  Clearfield  City  Council,  having 
been  its  president  for  three  years,  and  he  is  now 
burgess  of  Clearfield.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  governors  of  the  Clearfield  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
For  many  years  prominently  active  in  Masonic  af¬ 
fairs,  Mr.  Leffler  is  a  member  of  Millersburg  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  314,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Moshannon  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar;  Clearfield  Council,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters ;  Williamsport  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  of 
Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Junior  Order,  United  American 


Mechanics,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Leffler  married,  February  23,  1923,  Estella 

Bock,  of  Clearfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leffler  are  the 
parents  of  two  daughters:  Rosemary  and  Esther. 


JAMES  ROBERTS  HUGHES— In  Bejlefonte 
Academy,  at  Belief onte,  Centre  County,  James  Rob¬ 
erts  Hughes  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  and  in 
school  administrative  work  for  well  nigh  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  completing,  in  June,  1932,  his  forty-seventh 
year  at  this  historic  institution.  His  labors  have  been 
highly  worth  while  in  a  number  of  different  capaci¬ 
ties  ;  for  few  men  have  so  devoted  themselves  to  the 
public  good  as  has  he,  giving  ever  of  his  energies 
and  talents  to  the  well-being  of  his  fellowmen,  his 
community,  and  his  State. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  born  on  December  29,  1864,  at 
Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  son  of  James  Potter  and 
Emily  Wilke  (Roberts)  Hughes.  His  father,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman,  served  as  a  supply  minister 
in  a  number  of  different  churches  and  communities, 
carrying  on  at  the  same  time  a  great  deal  of  work  in 
the  field  of  education.  He,  too,  was  born  in  Cape 
May,  New  Jersey;  and  the  mother,  Mrs.  Emily  Wilke 
(Roberts)  Hughes,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

At  Bellefonte  Academy,  where  he  has  since  done 
such  valuable  work  as  teacher  and  administrator, 
James  Roberts  Hughes,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
life  record,  received  his  early  education.  From  here 
he  went  to  Princeton  University,  in  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  matriculating  there  in  September,  1881,  and 
being  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  June,  1885.  He  was  an  honor  student  through  his 
college  years;  and  his  was  the  honor  of  delivering  one 
of  the  nine  honorary  orations  on  Commencement  Day. 
In  1888  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  Princeton.  His  father  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
son’s  graduation  from  Princeton,  principal  of  Belle¬ 
fonte  Academy.  He,  too,  was  a  Princeton  graduate. 
For  ten  years  thereafter,  from  September,  1885,  to 
June,  1895,  the  younger  man  was  a  teacher  in  the 
academy ;  and  then,  in  1895,  he  was  made  assistant 
principal,  continuing  his  service  as  such  until  June, 
1900.  At  that  time  he  was  made  headmaster  of  the 
school,  his  father  retiring  from  the  principalship. 

In  1913,  James  R.  Hughes  purchased  the  academy 
property,  as  well  as  a  number  of  other  adjoining  lots, 
for  which  he  paid  a  large  sum  of  money.  He  then 
proceeded  to  enlarge  the  main  building  of  the  academy 
and  to  beautify  the  campus  by  the  removal  of  barns 
and  the  substitution  of  new  buildings  and  decorative 
effects.  A  mammoth  swimming  pool  was  created,  and 
a  fine  driveway  laid  out  through  the  school  grounds. 
For  this  expansion,  Mr.  Hughes  deserves  especial 
credit,  as  he  gave  a  great  deal  of  time  and  study,  as 
well  as  money,  to  the  project,  and  was  almost  solely 
responsible  for  getting  it  under  way. 

Reserving  his  energies  almost  wholly  for  the  educa¬ 
tional  work  about  which  his  career  has  centered,  Mr. 
Hughes  has  abstained  from  membership  in  fraternal 
orders  and  social  groups  perhaps  more  than  he  might 
otherwise  have  done,  feeling  that  his  entire  time  and 
attention  were  necessary  for  what  he  always  con¬ 
sidered  the  chief  labor  of  his  life.  He  is,  however, 
a  supporter  of  every  worthy  enterprise  for  civic  ad¬ 
vancement,  being  affiliated  with  the  Kiwanis  Club  and 
interested  in  the  promotion  of  its  program  for  com¬ 
munity  betterment.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
Presbyterianism ;  and  in  his  parish,  he  is  an  elder,  as 
well  as  the  Sabbath  school  superintendent.  A  man  of 
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versatility  and  vision,  he  has  given  freely  of  his 
powers  to  every  undertaking  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  interests  of  Bellefonte,  proving  himself  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  in  the  highest  and  finest  sense  of  the 
term.  Mr.  Hughes  has  also  served  in  his  country’s 
military  forces,  having  been  a  member  of  Company 
B,  5th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  for 
several  years  prior  to  the  Spanish-American  War. 

James  Roberts  Hughes  married,  in  Bellefonte,  on 
July  12,  1899,  Mary  Green,  daughter  of  Frank  Potts 
and  Sara  Clementine  (Harris)  Green. 


WILLIAM  D.  GILSON — Considerably  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Gilson,  then  a  young  man  just 
at  the  beginning  of  his  career,  became  connected  with 
the  Robinson  Clay  Product  Company  at  Akron,  Ohio. 
Ever  since  then  he  has  continued  to  be  identified  with 
this  well-known  and  successful  concern,  having  held 
various  positions  in  different  plants  of  the  company. 
His  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business,  his  energy 
and  industry  and  the  close  attention  which  he  paid  to 
the  different  duties  assigned  to  him  from  time  to 
time,  gained  him  promotions  to  positions  of  ever- 
increasing  importance  and  responsibility.  Eventually, 
some  six  years  ago,  he  was  made  manager  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  plant  at  Clearfield,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
continued  to  serve  since  then.  In  this  position  he  is  one 
of  the  important  business  executives  of  Clearfield,  in 
which  town  he  has  become  very  popular  during  the 
years  of  his  residence. 

William  D.  Gilson  was  born  at  Middlefield,  Ohio, 
August  18,  1886,  a  son  of  John  Franklin  and  Adelia 
(Davis)  Gilson,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  His  father, 
who  was  a  farmer,  died  in  1925,  while  his  mother  now 
makes  her  home  at  Clearfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Franklin  Gilson  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
1.  Effie,  who  married  Frank  A.  Hawkins,  of  Ohio.  2. 
Lee  T.,  a  resident  of  Clearfield.  3.  Thomas,  now 
deceased.  4.  William  D.,  of  whom  further.  5.  Edith, 
a  resident  of  Akron,  Ohio.  Mr.  Gilson  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  later  took 
a  course  in  a  business  college,  studying  bookkeeping, 
stenography,  business  management  and  psychology. 
In  1908,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Robinson  Clay  Product  Company 
at  its  plant  in  Akron,  Ohio,  as  a  shipping  clerk.  Later 
he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  purchas¬ 
ing  agent.  After  that  he  was  sent  to  another  plant 
of  the  company  in  Akron  as  bookkeeper  and  general 
office  manager,  being  promoted  to  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  this  plant  after  several  years.  He 
filled  this  position  with  characteristic  ability,  energy 
and  faithfulness  until  1925,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  his  present  position,  that  of  manager  in  full  charge 
of  the  plant  of  the  Robinson  Clay  Product  Company 
at  Clearfield.  Under  his  very  able  and  expert  man¬ 
agement  this  plant  has  become  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  of  the  several  plants  of  the  company,  and  Mr. 
Gilson  enjoys  the  complete  confidence  of  his  superior 
officers  and  the  liking  and  respect  of  all  whose  work 
he  directs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
and  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

Mr.  Gilson  married  (first),  in  August,  1910,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ellen  Tibbs,  who  died  in  1920.  By  this  marriage 
he  is  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Betty.  He  married 
(second),  May  23,  1921,  Helen  B.  Cooper,  a  native 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  By  this  marriage  he  is  the  father 
of  two  children :  Dorothy  Mae  and  William  D.  Gil¬ 
son,  Jr. 


LLOYD  H.  KEMP — Centre  County  has  been  the 
scene  of  Mr.  Kemp’s  successful  professional  activi¬ 
ties  as  an  educator  and  educational  administrator  for 
the  last  four  years  and  ever  since  the  completion  of 
his  own  education.  He  has  done  very  effective  work 
at  Howard,  Centre  County,  with  which  town’s  public 
school  system  he  has  been  identified  throughout  his 
entire  career.  He  is  very  popular,  alike  with  the 
students,  their  parents  and  the  teachers  associated  with 
him  and  is  one  of  the  town’s  really  representative 
and  useful  citizens. 

Lloyd  H.  Kemp  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Jan¬ 
uary  1 7,  1906,  a  son  of  George  A.  and  Amy  (Spang¬ 
ler)  Kemp,  both  likewise  natives  of  Berks  County. 
His  father  died  on  August  6,  1931.  Mr.  Kemp  is  one 
of  a  family  of  three  children  and  has  two  sisters, 
Mae  and  Anna  Kemp,  who  live  at  home  with  their 
widowed  mother.  Mr.  Kemp  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  and, 
after  graduating  from  high  school  in  1924,  entered 
Muhlenberg  College  at  Allentown,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  1928.  In  the  same  year  he  commenced  his  educa¬ 
tional  career  as  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  How¬ 
ard,  Centre  County.  He  continued  in  this  capacity 
very  successfully  until  1931,  when  he  was  elected 
supervising  principal,  in  which  position  he  has  served 
since  then.  Mr.  Kemp  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
able,  most  progressive  and  most  successful  of  the 
younger  educational  administrators  in  Central  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and 
his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Mr.  Kemp  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home  at 
Howard,  Centre  County. 


P.  A.  KILLGALLON — Supervising  principal  of 
the  Sykesville  public  schools,  P.  A.  Killgallon  has 
been  associated  with  the  school  system  here  since  the 
beginning  of  his  educational  career  a  number  of  years 
ago.  He  is  well  qualified  for  the  office  which  he  holds 
and  has  met  its  responsibilities  with  complete  success. 

Mr.  Killgallon  was  born  in  Uniontown,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1903,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Anna  Mae  (Gadd) 
Killgallon.  The  father,  a  structural  steel  worker,  was 
born  at  Pittsburgh.  The  mother  was  born  at  Union- 
town.  Both  now  live  at  Sykestown,  Jefferson  County, 
with  Mr.  Killgallon,  who  is  their  only  child. 

P.  A.  Killgallon  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Sykesville  High  School  in  1919  and  from  Dubois 
High  School  in  1920,  after  one  year  of  study  there. 
In  further  preparation  for  his  chosen  career,  he  later 
entered  Pennsylvania  State  College,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  Bachelor’s  degree  in  1926.  His 
first  position  brought  him  to  Sykesville  High  School 
as  assistant  principal,  which  office  he  continued  to  fill 
until  1930,  when  he  was  appointed  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Sykesville  schools.  Mr.  Killgallon  is  well 
known  in  this  community  and  county  and  enjoys  wide 
respect.  He  is  thoroughly  trained  in  his  profession, 
is  interested  in  his  work,  and  has  made  remarkable 
progress  in  increasing  the  efficiency  and  worth  of 
the  Sykesville  school  system  since  he  became  super¬ 
vising  principal  less  than  two  years  ago.  Mr.  Kill- 
gallon  also  has  other  connections  in  the  community. 
Although  a  member  of  no  church,  he  teaches  a  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  in  the  local  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
given  his  active  support  to  a  variety  of  civic  enter- 
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prises.  He  is  a  scoutmaster,  a  director  of  the  Jeffer¬ 
son  County  Tuberculosis  Association,  and  a  member 
of  the  Reynoldsville  Kiwanis  Club. 

On  May  30,  1929,  P.  A.  Killgallon  married  Thelma 
Waugaman,  who  was  born  in  Sykesville. 


CURTIS  Y.  WAGNER — Identified  since  his  early 
youth  with  the  flour  and  feed  milling  industry,  Mr. 
Wagner  possesses  the  most  thorough  knowledge  of 
all  milling  processes,  gained  by  long  practical  ex¬ 
perience.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  mill  owners 
and  operators  in  his  native  county,  Centre  County,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  lifelong  resident.  He  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  for  probity  and  fair  dealing  and 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  business  men  of  Belle- 
fonte.  Though  he  has  never  sought  or  held  public 
office,  he  has  always  taken  a  public-spirited  interest 
in  civic  affairs  and  at  all  times  can  be  counted  upon 
to  support  generously  and  energetically  any  movement 
or  enterprise  which  promises  to  further  civic  progress 
and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  community,  its 
people  and  its  institutions. 

Curtis  Y.  Wagner  was  born  in  Centre  County,  Jan¬ 
uary  1 2,  1871,  a  son  of  Adam  Y.  and  Susan  (Wagner) 
Wagner.  Though  both  his  parents  bore  the  same 
family  name,  they  were  not  related  to  each  other  prior 
to  their  marriage.  Mr.  Wagner’s  father,  who  was 
a  native  of  Dauphin  County  and  who  died  in  1925, 
was  a  flour  and  feed  miller.  His  mother,  who  was  a 
native  of  Centre  County,  died  on  November  12,  1918. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  Y.  Wagner  were  the  parents  of 
five  children :  1.  Sally,  who  married  D.  F.  Houser, 

of  Bellefonte.  2.  Curtis  Y.,  of  whom  further.  3. 
Harry  A.,  of  Oak  Hall,  Centre  County.  4.  Emma  C., 
who  married  George  Hazel,  of  Bellefonte.  5.  Bertha, 
who  married  M.  B.  Runkle,  of  Bellefonte.  Curtis  Y. 
Wagner  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Centre 
County  and  after  graduating,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
he  became  associated  in  the  flour  and  feed  business 
with  his  father.  Under  the  latter’s  friendly  and  ex¬ 
pert  guidance  he  acquired  quickly  a  very  thorough 
knowledge  of  all  branches  of  milling.  In  1920,  in 
partnership  with  J.  L.  Spangler,  Mr.  Wagner  built  a 
new  and  modern  flour  and  feed  mill  at  Bellefonte,  in 
the  operation  of  which  he  has  been  engaged  ever  since 
then.  In  1930  he  bought  out  Mr.  Spangler  and  since 
then  has  been  sole  owner  of  the  mill.  The  latter  is 
a  fireproof  concrete,  four-story  building,  forty  by  one 
hundred  and  three  feet.  It  has  a  daily  capacity  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  flour  and  twenty-five 
tons  of  feed.  Mr.  Wagner  has  been  very  successful 
in  the  operation  of  this  mill,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
known  in  this  part  of  Centre  County.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of 
Bellefonte  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Wagner  married,  September  9,  1897,  Margaret 
Beates,  like  himself  a  native  of  Centre  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wagner,  who  make  their  home  at  Bellefonte, 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Joseph  B.,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Hazel  Dry  Goods  Store  at  Bellefonte.  2. 
Mildred,  who  married  E.  L.  Morris  of  Searcy,  Ar¬ 
kansas.  3.  Charles  A.,  who  is  a  partner  of  his  father. 
4.  Anna,  who  married  Mahlon  Robb,  of  Plainfield, 
New  Jersey.  5.  George  A.,  now  attending  college. 


LESTER  R.  KORMAN  — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  central  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Korman  is 
well  known  and  very  popular  in  the  several  com- 
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munities  in  which  he  has  lived  from  time  to  time. 
His  popularity  results  from  the  fact  that  his  friends 
and  acquaintances  recognize  his  many  fine  qualities 
of  the  mind  and  the  heart.  Through  prolonged  home 
study  Mr.  Korman  has  acquired  a  vast  fund  of  use¬ 
ful  knowledge  in  many  varied  fields  and  thus  has  be¬ 
come  an  uncommonly  well  informed  man  on  many 
different  subjects.  This  has  been  of  considerable 
advantage  to  him  during  his  career  and  not  the 
least  so  in  his  present  position  as  justice  of  the 
peace  at  Osceola  Mills,  Clearfield  County.  He  is  a 
man  of  keen  public  spirit  and  much  of  his  work  rep¬ 
resents  a  definite  contribution  to  civic  progress. 

Lester  R.  Korman  was  born  at  State  College, 
Centre  County,  October  18,  1889,  a  son  of  Ira  C.  and 
Eva  Sarah  (Close)  Korman.  His  father,  who  died  in 
1925,  was  an  implement  dealer  and  agent  for  various 
implement  firms.  He  also  served  for  some  time  as 
postmaster  at  Oak  Hill,  Centre  County.  Mr.  Kor- 
man’s  mother  still  makes  her  home  at  Oak  Hall.  The 
third  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  Mr.  Korman 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar 
school  at  Oak  Hall  and  then  attended  high  school  at 
Pine  Grove  Mills  and  at  Lemont.  He  was  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1907.  Later  he  took  special 
courses  in  real  estate,  general  brokerage  and  insur¬ 
ance  with  the  National  Cooperative  Realty  Company 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  He  also  took 
courses  with  the  International  Correspondence  School 
in  bookkeeping  and  shorthand  in  1914,  in  practical 
electricity  during  1920-22,  in  electrical  engineering 
during  1927-30  and  at  other  times  in  higher  account¬ 
ing  and  commercial  law.  In  1908  Mr.  Korman  lo¬ 
cated  in  Osceola  Mills,  Clearfield  County,  where  he 
was  employed  as  telegraph  operator  by  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Company.  In  1913  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  in  the  same  capacity  to  Tyrone,  Blair  County, 
wffiere  he  remained  until  1919.  In  that  year  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  State  road  contracting  business 
at  Tyrone,  dealing  also  in  coal  and  building  sup¬ 
plies.  He  continued  in  this  business  until  1927.  Dur¬ 
ing  1928-29  he  was  mechanical  supervisor  on  the 
Campus  of  State  College,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the 
construction  department  of  the  electrical  department. 
On  January  19,  1931,  Mr.  Korman  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Osceola  Mills.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  elected  to  this  office  for  a  term 
of  six  years.  His  election  to  this  office  was  an 
expression  of  the  liking  and  confidence  on  the  part 
of  his  fellow-citizens  and  was  well-merited.  Mr. 
Korman’s  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Mr.  Korman  married,  December  4,  1910,  Kathryn 
Wertz,  a  native  of  Clearfield  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Korman  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ray  Wertz 
and  Isabel  Rebecca  Korman. 


WALTER  CORSON  SHAW,  M.  D.,  F.  A. 

C.  S. — Engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  surgery 
at  Ridgway,  Elk  County,  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  Dr.  Walter  C.  Shaw  occupies  a  position  of 
prominence  in  the  life  of  this  city.  His  professional 
reputation  extends  throughout  a  wide  territory,  and 
he  enjoys  not  only  the  respect  of  his  colleagues  but 
the  confidence  of  the  general  public  at  large.  Dr. 
Shaw  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of  Sur¬ 
geons. 

Born  at  Jersey  Shore,  Pennsylvania,  on  June  28, 
1883,  Dr.  Shaw  is  a  son  of  George  C.  and  Sarah 
M.  (Corson)  Shaw,  and  a  grandson  of  Robert  M. 
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Shaw,  who  was  a  pioneer  settler  in  Clinton  County. 
George  C.  Shaw,  the  father,  was  born  in  that  county, 
and  died  at  Jersey  Shore,  in  1930,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two.  He  was  a  farmer  during  active  life.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Mary  (Sellener)  Corson  and  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  a  French  Huguenot  family  which  fled  from 
France  in  1612,  and  was  early  established  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  She  died  in  1929.  George  C.  and  Sarah  M. 
(Corson)  Shaw  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  Belle,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Walter  C.,  of  this 
record.  3.  Mary,  who  died  accidentally  by  drown¬ 
ing  at  Williamsport  in  1912. 

Walter  C.  Shaw  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace  and,  fol¬ 
lowing  graduation  from  the  Jersey  Shore  High 
School,  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1906.  For  one  year  thereafter  he  was 
house  surgeon  at  the  Williamsport  Hospital,  and  in 
1907  began  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Columbia  County,  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 
In  1912,  however,  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Ridg- 
way,  where  his  activities  have  centered  since  that 
time.  Dr.  Shaw  limited  his  practice  to  general  sur¬ 
gery  at  the  time  he  moved  to  Ridgway,  and  with 
the  passing  years  has  achieved  notable  success  in  his 
chosen  field.  His  election  as  a  Fellow  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  College  of  Surgeons  is  a  sufficient  indication 
of  his  distinguished  position  among  Pennsylvania 
surgeons,  while  his  large  and  prosperous  practice 
reflects  the  confidence  with  which  he  is  regarded  by 
the  people  of  this  section.  Dr.  Shaw  is  also  consult¬ 
ing  surgeon  at  the  Kaul  Memorial  Hospital,  St. 
Marys,  and  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Elk  County 
General  Hospital,  Ridgway. 

During  the  Mexican  border  disturbances  of  1916- 
1917,  Dr.  Shaw  served  as  first  lieutenant,  Medical 
Corps,  16th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  being  stationed 
with  these  troops  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  During  the 
World  War  he  served  with  the  rank  of  captain  and 
was  attached  to  Colonel  Montcrief’s  division  of 
operating  surgeons.  During  this  time  he  served  as 
instructor  of  military  surgery  at  the  University  of 
Chattanooga,  in  Tennessee,  and  as  field  instructor 
at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia.  He  was  later  ordered 
to  Walter  Reed  Military  Hospital,  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  where  he  was  an  operating 
surgeon  for  six  months  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  army  in  June,  1919. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  connections,  Dr. 
Shaw  is  active  in  various  phases  of  Ridgway  life, 
lending  his  support  to  enterprises  of  merit,  whether 
civic  or  benevolent  in  nature.  He  is  affiliated  fra¬ 
ternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
in  this  order  is  a  member  of  many  higher  bodies, 
including  the  Chapter  and  Council  of  Ridgway;  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Caldwell  Consistory  at 
Bloomsburg,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion;  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  and 
Elk  County  Medical  societies;  the  Association  of 
Military  Surgeons;  also  the  Elk  County  Country 
Club,  the  Croyland  Rod  and  Gun  Club,  and  the 
Craftman’s  Club  of  Bloomsburg. 

Walter  C.  Shaw  married,  in  May,  1908,  Elsie  A. 
Bloomer,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Anna  (Terwil- 
liger)  Bloomer,  of  Ellenville,  New  York,  Mrs. 
Bloomer  having  passed  away  July  5,  1918.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Shaw  have  two  children:  Dr.  John  Corson  and 
Margaret  Anne. 


SAMUEL  H.  WIGTON — For  over  thirty-five 
years  Samuel  H.  Wigton  has  been  a  resident  of 
Philipsburg,  Centre  County,  occupying  an  important 
position  in  the  general  life  of  the  city.  For  the  past 
four  years  he  has  served  as  postmaster,  bringing  to 
this  office  an  efficient  administration  resulting  from 
his  long  business  experience. 

Mr.  Wigton  was  born  in  Vinton  County,  Ohio,  on 
December  31,  1868,  a  son  of  Theodore  H.  and  Mary 
(Bailey)  Wigton.  His  father,  a  native  of  Hunting¬ 
don  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  engaged  in  early  years 
in  the  iron  business,  serving  as  general  manager  of 
the  Vinton  Coal  and  Iron  Company  at  Vinton  Fur¬ 
nace,  Ohio.  Later  he  became  a  banker  in  Altoona, 
and  upon  his  retirement  took  up  his  residence  in 
Philadelphia.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Centre  County,  Pennsylvania,  are  now  deceased. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Samuel 
H.,  of  this  record.  2.  William  B.,  of  Philadelphia. 
3.  Mary  B.,  also  of  Philadelphia.  4.  Richard  C., 
deceased. 

Samuel  H.  Wigton  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Altoona  and  a  preparatory  school  in  Massachusetts. 
Subsequently  he  studied  at  Princeton  University  for 
two  years,  and  then  entered  the  coal  business  at  Al¬ 
toona,  where  he  remained  until  he  came  to  Philips¬ 
burg  in  1895.  Since  that  time  his  activities  have 
centered  here.  For  many  years  Mr.  Wigton  was 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  at  Philipsburg,  build¬ 
ing  up  an  important  business  enterprise  with  a  large 
trade  throughout  this  section.  In  January,  1928, 
however,  he  retired  from  business  to  accept  appoint¬ 
ment  from  President  Coolidge  as  postmaster  of 
Philipsburg.  Mr.  Wigton  has  built  up  and  main¬ 
tained  an  efficient  postal  service,  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  community  in  every  respect. 

Apart  from  this  connection,  Mr.  Wigton  has  been 
active  in  fraternal  circles.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  a  member 
of  many  higher  bodies,  including  Clearfield  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Clearfield  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters;  Moshannon  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  at  Philipsburg;  Williamsport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple, 
at  Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member,  in  addition  of  the 
Philipsburg  Rotary  Club  and  of  the  local  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Mr.  Wigton  has  always  been  a  good 
citizen,  generously  supporting  worthy  enterprises, 
both  civic  and  benevolent.  He  is  well  known  through¬ 
out  this  section  of  the  State. 

On  April  30,  1918,  Samuel  H.  Wigton  married 
Mary  A.  Passmore,  who  was  born  in  Philipsburg. 
They  maintain  their  residence  in  this  city. 


G.  ALBERT  STEWART— A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Clearfield  County,  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  old  and  prominent  Clearfield  County  fam¬ 
ily  and  so  far  has  devoted  his  entire  career  to  the 
business  interests  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  At 
first  identified  with  several  business  and  industrial 
establishments  in  Clearfield,  the  county  seat,  Mr. 
Stewart,  more  recently,  has  devoted  himself  to  jour¬ 
nalistic  work  as  the  managing  editor  and  one  of  the 
business  executives  of  the  “Clearfield  Progress.”  The 
success,  which  this  paper  has  enjoyed  in  recent  years, 
must  be  largely  attributed  to  Mr.  Stewart’s  very 
capable  and  progressive  management.  Both  through 
the  columns  of  this  newspaper  and  in  many  other 
ways  he  has  done  much  to  further  civic  progress 
and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  community,  its 
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people  and  its  institutions.  The  important  part  which 
he  has  played  in  the  modern  development  of  Clear¬ 
field  and  of  Clearfield  County  is  generally  recognized, 
and  as  a  result  Mr.  Stewart  enjoys  a  position  of  im¬ 
portance  and  influence  as  well  as  the  full  confidence, 
liking  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

G.  Albert  Stewart  was  born  in  Bradford  Town¬ 
ship,  Clearfield  County,  July  28,  1890,  a  son  of  J. 
Ashley  and  Clara  (Albert)  Stewart,  both  natives  of 
Clearfield  County  and  both  now  deceased.  His 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  in  1921,  his  mother 
in  1929.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Ashley  Stewart  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Blanche,  now  deceased. 
2.  Minnie,  who  married  Reed  Barger,  of  Wood¬ 
land,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Groff,  a  resident  of  Wood¬ 
land.  4.  G.  Albert,  of  whom  further.  5.  Bard,  who 
married  Robert  Heverling  of  Tyrone.  Mr.  Stewart 
received  his  education  in  the  public  grammar  and 
high  schools  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  began 
to  work  in  a  local  brick  yard.  Two  years  later  he 
resumed  his  studies  by  attending  the  Wade  Business 
College  at  Lancaster.  After  completing  the  course 
at  that  institution,  he  returned  to  work  and  for  the 
next  four  years  held  various  clerical  positions  in 
different  business  concerns.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years  he  became  office  manager  and  paymaster 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Corporation. 
After  that  he  served  for  one  year  as  manager  of  a 
woodenware  factory  at  Clearfield.  In  1916  Mr. 
Stewart  became  identified  with  the  “Clearfield  Prog¬ 
ress,”  with  which  newspaper  he  has  continued  to  be 
connected  ever  since  then.  His  first  position  was  that 
of  business  manager.  One  year  after  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  this  position  Mr.  Stewart  became  managing 
editor,  as  well  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  this  well- 
known  daily  newspaper,  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  most  prosperous  papers  of  its  type  in  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  For  many  years  he  has  also  been 
prominently  active  in  politics.  He  is  a  staunch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party  and  a  member  of  the 
Republican  State  Committee.  In  1931  he  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives,  in  which  body  he  proved  himself  a  very 
capable,  effective  and  conscientious  legislator.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  various 
Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Williams¬ 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Stewart  married,  August  23,  1913,  Nora  Gray, 
of  Winburne,  Clearfield  County,  daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  A.  and  Mary  Jane  (Hutchinson)  Gray.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stewart  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Richard  A.,  Gretchen,  Doris  and  Elinor. 


JACOB  F.  WETZEL — For  some  two  decades  Mr. 
Wetzel  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  educational 
work  in  central  Pennsylvania,  first  in  his  native 
county,  Snyder  County,  and  more  recently  in  Centre 
County.  He  has  become  known  as  a  very  able  and 
successful  educator  and  educational  administrator. 
The  various  schools,  of  which  he  has  had  charge  as 
a  principal  at  different  times,  invariably  have  been 
benefited  materially  by  his  connection  with  them.  He 
has  always  understood  how  to  gain  and  retain  the 
liking,  respect  and  confidence  alike  of  his  students, 
their  parents  and  the  teachers  associated  with  him. 
In  the  several  communities,  in  which  he  has  lived, 
he  has  taken  a  helpful  part  in  various  phases  of 
these  towns’  life  and  thus  won  popularity  and  a 
reputation  for  public  spirit. 


Jacob  F.  Wetzel  was  born  at  Beavertown,  Snyder 
County,  March  6,  1891,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Louise 
(Beaver)  Wetzel.  His  father,  who  died  on  October 
13,  1921,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  was  also 
engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Wetzel’s  mother  is  still  a 
resident  of  Beavertown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Wet¬ 
zel  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Elmer  E., 
a  resident  of  Hershey,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Lester  E.,  a 
resident  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  3.  Jennie,  now 
deceased.  4.  Jacob  F.,  of  whom  further.  Mr.  Wet¬ 
zel  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools  of  his  native  region  and  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Beaver,  Snyder 
County,  in  1909.  He  then  taught  school  for  two 
years  in  the  local  schools,  after  which  he  continued 
his  own  studies  at  the  Bloomsburg  State  Normal 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1913.  At 
that  time  he  resumed  his  educational  work  and  for 
the  next  ten  years  he  served  as  principal  of  the 
public  schools  at  McClure,  Snyder  County.  While 
there  he  also  worked  for  one  year  in  the  local  bank. 
At  the  end  of  this  period,  in  1923,  Mr.  Wetzel  once 
again  resumed  his  own  studies,  becoming  a  student 
at  Susquehanna  University,  at  Selinsgrove,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1925  and  from  which 
he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1930.  In 
1925  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Centre  Hall, 
Centre  County.  He  is  a  member  of  Camp,  No.  98, 
at  Beavertown,  Patriotic  Order,  Sons  of  America, 
Lodge  No.  770,  at  McClure,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows;  and  Lodge  No.  619,  at  Middleburg, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Christian  Educators.  Long  inter¬ 
ested  in  religious  work,  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  deacon 
and  the  Sunday  school  superintendent.  He  also 
served  as  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  of  his 
denomination  at  Akron,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wetzel  married,  September  25,  1916,  Ruth 
N.  Hughes,  of  McClure,  Snyder  County.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wetzel  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Bob  Evans,  born  June  22,  1918.  2.  Clara  Louise, 
born  February  8,  1929. 


CECRATUS  C.  GADD  —  An  active  career  of 
many  years  brought  Cecratus  C.  Gadd  to  an  impor¬ 
tant  executive  position  with  large  Pennsylvania  coal 
and  coke  enterprises.  He  was  in  responsible  charge 
of  much  necessary  work  for  his  company  and  as 
general  superintendent  of  two  large  coke  plants  he 
contributed  much  to  the  efficient  operation  of  com¬ 
pany  affairs.  Although  now  retired  from  his  active 
duties,  the  organization  which  he  helped  to  build 
remains  as  a  monument  to  his  executive  ability  and 
faithfulness  to  his  duties. 

Mr.  Gadd  was  bom  in  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania, 
on  June  22,  1855,  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Maria  (Knotts) 
Gadd.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  served  with  the  Union  forces  as  a  member  of 
Company  H,  16th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Maria 
(Knotts)  Gadd,  his  wife,  was  a  native  of  Greene 
County.  Cecratus  C.  Gadd  was  the  oldest  of  five 
children,  of  whom  the  others  were:  Alary  Louise, 
deceased;  Clark,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  I.  B. 
Hughes  of  Uniontown;  and  Ella,  wife  of  William 
Queer,  of  Alount  Pleasant.  As  a  boy  Air.  Gadd 
worked  on  a  farm  near  Connelsville.  His  educational 
opportunities  were  limited  to  the  public  schools,  but 
he  was  eager,  alert  and  ambitious  and  he  gradually 
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forged  his  way  ahead.  Seeking  a  larger  field  for  his 
talents,  he  left  the  farm  and  entered  the  locomotive 
works  at  New  Haven  to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist. 
His  pay,  however,  was  only  $2.50  a  month,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  he  decided  to  work  elsewhere. 
Next  he  entered  the  coke  plant  at  Connelsville,  and 
later  went  to  the  coal  mines,  where  he  remained  until 
1877.  In  that  year  he  entered  the  railroad  service 
which  was  to  occupy  him  until  1880,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  again  to  the  Connelsville  mines.  After  twenty- 
three  years  of  service,  on  March  20,  1903,  he  came  to 
Sykesville,  where  his  activities  largely  centered  until 
the  time  of  his  retirement. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Gadd  had  been  promoted  to  the 
position  of  general  superintendent.  At  Sykesville  he 
was  in  entire  charge  of  the  building  of  the  new  coke 
ovens  of  his  company  here,  some  four  hundred  of 
them  in  all.  He  also  had  charge  of  the  plant  at 
Tyler,  where  there  were  an  additional  four  hundred 
ovens,  and  remained  as  general  superintendent  of 
these  two  plants  until  his  retirement  in  1926  from 
active  duty.  Mr.  Gadd  is  a  man  who  was  able  al¬ 
ways  to  secure  the  best  efforts  of  those  who  worked 
under  him  and  to  reach  the  best  results.  His  ability, 
resourcefulness  and  capacity  in  handling  men  were 
of  the  greatest  value  to  his  company  and  his  serv¬ 
ices  there  were  well  appreciated.  On  his  retirement 
he  took  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  all  company 
executives  and  the  hope,  expressed  alike  by  officers 
and  men,  that  many  happy  years  awaited  him.  Mr. 
Gadd  makes  his  home  in  his  beautiful  brick  residence 
at  Sykesville,  where  two  of  his  daughters  care  for 
him  in  his  declining  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Junior  Order,  United  American  Mechanics,  and  in 
religion  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  January  15,  1874,  Mr.  Gadd  married  Sallie  Ann 
Hughes,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Hughes,  deceased.  2.  Anna,  wife  of  Michael 

Killgallon  of  Sykesville.  3.  Kathryn,  who  married  J. 
P.  Wall,  of  Scotdale,  died  May  21,  1932.  4.  Armead, 
who  lives  with  her  father  at  Sykesville.  5.  Ella,  who 
assists  her  sister  in  taking  charge  of  the  Sykesville 
home.  6.  Charles  F.,  also  of  Sykesville.  7.  Mary, 
wife  of  J.  M.  Slopey  of  Akron,  Ohio.  8.  Warren 
C.,  of  Sykesville.  Mrs.  Gadd  died  on  July  4,  1923, 
after  almost  fifty-seven  years  of  happy  and  devoted 
married  life.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


ASBURY  WRIGHT  LEE,  JR.— Extensively 
engaged  in  business  affairs  in  Clearfield  and  the 
surrounding  region  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Asbury  Wright  Lee,  Jr.,  occupies  a  place  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  commercial  organization  of  this  commu¬ 
nity,  where  he  has  carried  on  his  father’s  interests 
and  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  valuable  independ¬ 
ent  work. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  on  February  26,  1892,  in  Clear¬ 
field,  son  of  Asbury  W.  and  Lillie  May  (Goodfellow) 
Lee.  His  father,  born  on  May  14,  1841,  at  Bedford, 
died  on  November  21,  1927,  and  then  was  the  oldest 
business  man  in  point  of  service  in  central  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  one  of  the  best  known  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  He  possessed  remarkable  powers  for  organiz¬ 
ing  and  building  great  projects,  including  the  work¬ 
ing  out  of  their  details,  and  he  was  successful  in 
practically  every  venture  to  which  he  turned  his 
versatile  mind,  energy  and  talents.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  furthering  to  a  large  extent  the  growth  of 
Clearfield  from  a  small  village  to  its  present  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  flourishing  municipality.  He  organized  the 
Clearfield  Lumber  Company,  the  Clearfield  National 


Bank,  the  Clearfield  Trust  Company,  and  other  out¬ 
standing  corporations.  He  was  a  leader  in  the 
movement  to  form  the  Clearfield  Water  Company 
and  the  Huntingdon  and  Clearfield  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  and  sponsored  and  gave  largely  of  his  time  and 
energies  and  material  resources  to  every  movement 
looking  toward  civic  advancement  of  the  town,  its 
institutions  and  its  people.  Clearfield’s  most  philan¬ 
thropic  citizen,  he  furnished  the  wherewithal  for  the 
furtherance  of  many  a  worthy  object;  and,  posses¬ 
sing  some  of  the  sturdy  and  robust  traits  of  his 
father,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider,  who  was  also 
interested  in  the  lumber  industry  in  this  region,  he 
was  himself  a  staunch  Christian  and  active  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
helped  also  in  the  work  of  the  Clearfield  Hospital. 
He  was  also  for  many  years  a  Mason.  His  wife, 
mother  of  the  man  whose  name  heads  this  review, 
Mrs.  Lillie  May  (Goodfellow)  Lee,  was  born  near 
Clearfield  on  June  8,  1855,  and  died  on  May  30, 
1892.  They  had  three  children:  1.  Mary  Eliza,  who 
died  on  February  7,  1924.  2.  Lillie,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Augustus  L.  Moore,  of  Clearfield.  3.  Asbury 
Wright,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

Asbury  W.  Lee,  Jr.,  upon  completing  his  formal 
schooling,  became  associated  with  his  father’s  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  and  has  remained  connected  with  them 
down  to  the  present.  Lumbering  and  banking  have 
found  in  him  a  worthy  successor  to  his  father; 
and  his  accomplishments  in  business  and  civic  life 
have  been  worth  while.  Like  his  father  he  has  long 
been  active  in  Masonic  affairs  and  he  belongs  to  the 
various  Masonic  bodies,  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Williamsport  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

Mr.  Lee  married  on  November  23,  1913,  Jane  Jop¬ 
lin,  a  native  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  George  A.  and  Anna  (Vaughan)  Joplin,  the 
latter  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  have  be¬ 
come  the  parents  of  four  children:  Asbury  Wright, 
3d,  Mary  Jane,  Joseph  Joplin,  and  Anna  Vaughan. 


JAMES  S.  RITTER— As  the  principal  of  the 
Pleasant  Gap  High  School,  James  S.  Ritter  has 
taken  his  place  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  intel¬ 
lectual  group  which  contributes  valuably  to  the  life 
and  affairs  of  the  town.  A  civic-minded  citizen,  he 
has  been  foremost  in  many  of  the  movements  making 
for  the  advancement  of  the  community  and  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  its  people.  The  son  of  Ralph  R.  and  Martha 
(Stiner)  Ritter,  natives  of  Montour  and  Northum¬ 
berland  counties,  respectively,  James  S.  Ritter  was 
born  September  30,  1904.  He  is  one  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  his  brother,  Ralph  Roland  Ritter,  in  1932,  at¬ 
tending  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

James  S.  Ritter  received  the  preliminaries  of  his 
scholastic  training  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Danville,  Pennsylvania,  from  where  he  matriculated 
at  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  College,  in  1922. 
Working  his  way  through  college,  teaching  during 
the  school  year  of  1924-25,  Mr.  Ritter  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Bloomsburg  Normal  in  1926.  He  then 
returned  to  Paxinos,  where  he  had  been  engaged 
the  previous  year,  and  taught  in  its  school  until  the 
summer  of  1927.  During  the  following  three  years 
Mr.  Ritter  taught  in  several  of  the  Bucks  County 
high  schools,  before  being  called  to  Pleasant  Gap 
in  1930,  to  serve  as  principal  of  its  high  school.  Mr. 
Ritter  is  a  man  of  ideas  and  of  vision,,  one  never 
content  to  rest  upon  his  oars  and  drift  with  the  tide. 
A  number  of  innovations,  both  of  teaching  and  of 
administration,  have  been  introduced  at  Pleasant  Gap, 
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to  the  marked  improvement  of  the  school  system 
there.  Professor  Ritter  is  a  member  of  the  Grange, 
and  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

James  S.  Ritter,  on  August  2,  1926,  married  Mil¬ 
dred  Wintersteen,  of  Danville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritter 
are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Ralph  Warren  Ritter. 


IRA  DE  FOREST  McQUISTION— In  the  civic 
and  commercial  life  of  the  city  of  Erie,  Ira  De 
Forest  McQuistion,  well  known  insurance  represen¬ 
tative  and  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
has  progressed  to  a  position  of  leadership,  which 
he  holds  by  common  consent  of  his  colleagues  in 
various  organizations  and  activities.  Mr.  McQuis¬ 
tion,  for  more  than  thirty  years  identified  with  the 
insurance  profession,  has  attained  the  offices  of  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Leo  Schlandecker  Com¬ 
pany,  the  largest  and  one  of  the  oldest  insurance 
houses  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  in  which  sec¬ 
tion  it  has  been  doing  business  for  nearly  threescore 
years.  Born  in  Clarion  County,  January  1,  1878, 
Mr.  McQuistion  is  the  son  of  Albert  Barnes  and 
Fidelia  (Morrison)  McQuistion;  the  former,  a  native 
of  Allegheny  County  and  engaged  as  an  oil  producer, 
died  in  1895;  and  the  latter  was  born  in  New  York 
State.  After  passing  through  the  lower  grades  and 
the  high  school  of  Smethport,  McKean  County,  the 
son,  of  this  review,  finished  his  education  at  Alle¬ 
gheny  College.  In  1900  he  became  identified  with 
the  insurance  business  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
this  has  been  his  line  of  work  for  practically  all  his 
career.  He  removed  to  the  city  of  Erie  in  1904,  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  district  secretary  of  the  fire  in¬ 
surance  companies  rating  bureau.  He  continued  in 
this  capacity  until  1916,  in  which  year  he  became 
associated  with  the  F.  Schlandecker  &  Son  Insurance 
Agency,  an  organization  established  in  1872  by  Frank 
Schlandecker,  and  having  an  excellent  reputation  for 
reliability  and  volume  of  good-will.  Mr.  McQuistion 
advanced  rapidly  in  this  agency,  and  in  1924,  when 
the  business  incorporated  as  the  Leo  Schlandecker 
Company,  he  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer,  these 
being  the  offices  he  has  since  filled.  Through  this 
connection  he  is  one  of  the  foremost  insurance  men 
in  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  He  is  past  president 
of  the  Community  Savings  and  Loan  Company,  of 
Erie,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers;  a 
director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Insur¬ 
ance  Agents  and  its  past  president;  and,  in  addition 
to  serving  as  president  of  the  Erie  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (1931),  is  a  member  of  its  fire  prevention 
committee.  During  the  World  War  period  he  served 
as  a  campaigner  in  all  the  Liberty  Loan  drives.  He 
is  affiliated  with  Perry  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  the  Scottish  Rite  (thirty-second  degree); 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Knights  Templar;  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  Club,  Shrine  Club,  Erie  Rotary 
Club,  and  Kahlkwa  Club.  His  religious  interest  is 
centered  in  St.  Paul’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
Erie. 

Ira  D.  McQuistion  married,  in  1917,  Joan  Silliman, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  their  home  at 
No.  1508  West  Sixth  Street,  Erie. 


ALFRED  M.  LIVERIGHT— The  offices  of  deputy 
district  attorney  and  county  solicitor  of  Clearfield 
County  have  been  filled  by  Alfred  M.  Liveright  dur¬ 
ing  the  course  of  his  legal  career.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  known  lawyers  in  this  section  and  is  president 
of  the  Clearfield  County  Law  Association.  He  is  also 


a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association  and 
of  the  American  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Liveright  was  born  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  No¬ 
vember  10,  1872,  and  received  his  early  schooling  at 
Osceola  Mills,  Pennsylvania,  later  taking  a  college 
course  at  Rugby  Academy,  Philadelphia.  His  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts  degree  was  received  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1891.  He  pursued  his  law  studies  in  the 
office  of  Attorney  Frank  Fielding  at  Clearfield,  and 
soon  after  passing  his  bar  examinations  was  admitted 
to  practice.  It  was  in  1898  that  he  was  appointed 
deputy  district  attorney.  His  appointment  to  the 
office  of  county  solicitor  was  made  in  1906  and  he 
served  continuously  until  1915.  In  1924  he  received 
another  reappointment.  He  has  been  at  the  head  of 
his  local  law  association  since  1924. 

Mr.  Liveright  married,  January  5,  1899,  Margaret 
A.  Krebs,  the  daughter  of  former  Judge  D.  L. 
Krebs,  of  Clearfield  County.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Liveright:  1.  Mary  K.  deceased.  2.  Henry, 
of  Clearfield. 


AUSTIN  CHALMER  LYNN,  M.  D.— A  native 
Pennsylvanian  and  a  physician  who  has  richly  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  Philips- 
burg,  where  he  makes  his  home,  Austin  Chalmer 
Lynn,  M.  D.,  is  esteemed  and  respected  by  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  while  his  professional  judgment  is  highly 
regarded  by  his  medical  colleagues.  He  has  been 
given  a  variety  of  hospital  and  general  work  to  do, 
and  is  now  senior  surgeon  at  the  Philipsburg  State 
Hospital. 

Dr.  Lynn  was  born  at  Sandy  Ridge,  on  May  14, 
1888,  son  of  Robert  Hammond  and  Emma  Margaret 
(Kephart)  Lynn,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  brick 
manufacturer  by  trade.  After  he  had  received  his 
elementary  schooling,  Austin  Chalmer  Lynn  attended 
high  school  at  Bolivar,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1906.  He  then  took  up  his  studies  at  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1911,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Medicine.  His  interneship  he  served  at  the 
South  Side  Hospital,  in  Pittsburgh,  and  from  1912 
to  1917  he  practiced  medicine  at  Osceola  Mills. 
From  1917  to  1919  he  was  a  captain  in  the  United 
States  Army;  and  in  the  course  of  his  World  War 
service,  he  was  for  fifteen  months  actively  engaged  in 
France  and  Germany.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania 
after  the  war,  he  resumed  his  professional  work; 
and  in  1919  was  appointed  to  the  surgical  staff  of 
the  Philipsburg  State  Hospital,  where  he  is  now 
senior  surgeon. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  water,  he  had  served  as 
captain  at  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  3  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Expeditionary  Forces.  He  had  been  in  the  battles 
of  the  Aisne-Marne,  in  July  and  August,  1918;  the 
Oise-Aisne,  in  August;  St.  Mihiel,  in  September, 
1918;  the  Meuse- Argonne,  in  September  and  October, 
1918;  Champagne,  in  October;  and  the  Meuse- 
Argonne  again,  in  November,  1918. 

In  Philipsburg,  Dr.  Lynn  is  today  active  in  a 
number  of  different  branches  of  civic  and  social  and 
fraternal  life,  adding  these  affiliations  to  his  exten¬ 
sive  professional  duties  and  responsibilities.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  both  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and, 
in  the  Masonic  Order,  is  connected  with  the  Consis¬ 
tory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and  with 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Philipsburg  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  and  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  Church  of  his  community.  Of  the  Clearfield 
County  Medical  Society,  he  is  a  past  president;  and 
he  is  a  member,  too,  of  both  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of 
Surgeons.  In  each  of  his  manifold  activities,  he  has 
in  some  way  played  a  part  definitely  beneficial  to  his 
profession;  and  his  is  a  position  of  very  high  regard 
and  esteem. 

Dr.  Austin  C.  Lynn  married,  on  January  3,  1912,  in 
Duquesne,  Carrie  May  Hunter,  daughter  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Van  Sickle)  Hunter.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  have  been  three  children:  1.  Mary  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  on  February  10,  1913.  2.  William  Hunter, 
born  February  4,  1917.  3.  Elizabeth  Louise,  born  on 
March  31,  1921. 


HON.  SINGLETON  BELL,  son  of  F.  Cortez 
and  Matilda  (Hegarty)  Bell,  was  born  February  12, 
1862,  a  member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family  and  a 
direct  descendant  of  the  first  male  white  child  to  be 
born  in  Clearfield  County.  This  was  Grier  Bell,  son 
of  Arthur  Bell,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  near 
Middletown  on  August  1,  1761,  and  came  to  Clear¬ 
field  County  in  1797.  Judge  Bell  was  singularly  well 
qualified  for  the  eminent  position  which  he  gained 
in  his  profession.  He  was  graduated  in  law  from  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  1882,  and  spent  the  cus¬ 
tomary  two  years  in  the  law  office  of  Wallace  and 
Krebs,  learning  every  detail  of  legal  operation  with 
the  thoroughness  typical  of  the  period.  After  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  practiced  alone  with  con¬ 
tinued  and  growing  success  until  1902,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  H.  B.  Hartswick.  They 
remained  together  in  practice  for  fourteen  years,  be¬ 
coming  one  of  the  best  known  legal  firms  of  this 
section  of  the  State.  Judge  Bell  had  already  served 
as  district  attorney,  and  in  1914  he  was  further 
honored  by  his  election  to  the  bench  for  a  term  of 
ten  years.  Taking  over  his  new  office  with  the  full 
confidence  of  the  people,  he  more  than  justified  that 
faith  by  the  able,  impartial  and  high-minded  manner 
in  which  he  administered  the  duties  which  came  to 
him.  At  the  end  of  his  term  he  returned  again  to 
private  practice  with  the  best  wishes  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  became  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Bell,  Boulton  and  Forsyth.  This  firm  was  dis¬ 
solved  in  1930  and  a  new  firm  of  Bell,  O’Laughlin 
and  Silberblatt  was  formed.  On  leaving  the  bench, 
Judge  Bell  also  took  over  the  practice  of  James 
Gleason  at  DuBois,  and  formed  the  firm  of  Bell  and 
Brockbank,  which  his  son  still  continues.  Judge  Bell 
continued  active  in  his  professional  duties  until  his 
death  on  October  4,  1930.  Mrs.  Bell  passed  away  on 
August  20,  1923.  Judge  Bell  was  active  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order,  and  was  a  member  of  all  higher  bodies 
of  the  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  at  Clearfield,  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  school  board  for  many  years,  and  had 
many  other  local  conditions  and  interests.  Honored, 
respected  and  loved  in  his  lifetime,  he  was  widely 
mourned  at  his  death,  and  many  fine  tributes  were 
paid  to  the  lasting  value  of  his  life  and  character. 
From  one  of  these,  the  following  lines  may  be 
quoted: 

In  my  mind  [said  a  colleague  in  addressing  the 
memorial  service  of  the  bar  in  Judge  Bell’s  honor] 
Judge  Bell  was  an  ideal  lawyer.  He  practiced  law  for 
the  sake  of  the  law  and  not  for  the  emoluments  aris¬ 
ing  therefrom.  He  loved  his  profession  as  an  artist 


loves  the  picture  he  paints,  or  the  sculptor  loves  the 
figure  he  carves  out  of  the  marble,  or  the  poet  loves 
the  verse  that  he  writes.  In  his  court  work,  he  was 
absolutely  fair,  never  taking  an  undue  advantage  of  a 
witness  of  his  opponent  in  the  trial  of  a  case.  His 
whole  aim  seemed  to  be  to  get  at  what  was  just  and 
right  and  in  reaching  that  end,  he  never  resorted  to 
the  coaching  of  witnesses  or  any  unfair  methods  and 
when  the  case  was  concluded,  he  could  step  out  with  a 
clear  conscience.  He  was  always  fair  to  the  court. 
While  pressing  his  case  to  the  court,  he  always  argued 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  law,  yet  he  was  not  so 
overzealous  that  he  would  try  to  secure  either  an 
unjust  or  an  unfair  decision  from  the  bench.  When 
he  made  a  promise,  his  opponent  could  rely  upon  it. 
He  never  took  an  unfair  advantage  of  anything  that 
might  happen  in  the  discussion  of  a  case  with  his 
opponent,  either  before  or  after  the  trial. 

When  Judge  Bell  was  on  the  bench,  he  tried  to  be 
fair.  No  one  could  accuse  him  of  favoring  a  friend  in 
a  judicial  opinion  and  most  of  his  enemies,  while  on 
the  bench,  were  created  by  the  fact  that  he  disposed  of 
the  case  as  he  viewed  the  law  and  the  right  of  the 
case  and  not  upon  his  personal  friendships.  To  the 
bar  he  was  always  courteous. 

One  of  the  most  outstanding  traits  of  Judge  Bell  was 
his  friendship  for  the  young  lawyer,  both  before  he 
went  on  the  bench  and  after  he  was  on  the  bench.  He 
seemed  to  always  have  in  mind  when  he  was  a  strug¬ 
gling  young  lawyer  and  always  let  his  sympathy  go  to 
the  younger  man.  When  on  the  bench,  he  saw  to  it 
that  the  young  practitioner’s  case  was  not  injured  by 
the  fact  that  the  attorney  had  overlooked  some  minor 
point,  but  he  saw  to  it  that  even  justice  was  done,  so 
that  the  litigants  could  not  go  out  of  court  with  the 
knowledge  that  an  undue  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
an  opponent. 

However,  there  is  another  trait  of  human  life  which 
stands  out  in  the  life  of  Judge  Bell  more  prominent 
than  that  of  his  profession.  We  always  honor  a  man 
for  what  we  call  success  in  his  vocation,  but  Judge 
Bell  turned  aside  from  his  profession  and  gave  up  his 
time  and  his  talent  to  the  civic  enterprises  of  his  local 
city  and  the  county.  .  .  .  He  did  not  care  for  the 
wealth  that  might  come  to  him  as  a  practitioner,  but 
looked  forward  to  the  good  he  could  do  in  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  what  he  could  do  to  make  the  world  in  which 
he  lived  better  when  he  left  it  than  when  he  entered  it. 

Clearfield  has  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  citizens, 
his  life  has  left  its  imprint  on  the  community  and  the 
good  that  he  did  will  not  be  interred  with  his  bones. 

In  1890,  Judge  Bell  married  Kate  McCullough, 
daughter  of  Thomas  W.  McCullough  and  Agnes 
(Moore)  McCullough,  of  Clearfield  Borough.  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Bell  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Julia,  wife  of  R.  J.  Alderdice,  of  Pittsburgh.  2. 
Gertrude,  wife  of  Paul  Merrick,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
3.  F.  Cortez,  whose  biography  appears  in  the  following 
article.  4.  Thomas  McCullough,  who  died  in  infancy. 


F.  CORTEZ  BELL — District  attorney  of  Clear¬ 
field  County,  Pennsylvania,  F.  Cortez  Bell  has  fol¬ 
lowed  in  his  father’s  footsteps  in  seeking  a  legal 
career,  maintaining  the  family  tradition  of  honorable 
service  both  in  the  public  interest  and  to  the  pro¬ 
fession  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Bell  was  born  at  Clearfield,  on  March  2,  1898, 
a  son  of  Judge  Singleton  Bell  (q.  v.)  and  Kate  (Mc¬ 
Cullough)  Bell.  His  father  was  a  prominent  and 
much  honored  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  judiciary. 

F.  Cortez  Bell  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  Pennsylvania  schools  and  subsequently  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan,  graduating  from  both  the 
literary  and  the  law  school  there,  from  the  latter  in 
1921.  He  was  a  member  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon 
Fraternity  as  well  as  of  Phi  Delta  Phi,  a  law  fra¬ 
ternity.  In  the  year  of  his  graduation  from  law  school 
he  returned  to  Clearfield,  and  became  associated  with 
the  firm  of  Boulton  and  Forsyth,  continuing  this  con¬ 
nection  until  his  father  joined  the  firm  under  the 
name  of  Bell,  Boulton  and  Forsyth.  He  now  con¬ 
tinues  his  practice  with  the  firm  of  Bell,  O’Laughlin 
&  Silberblatt.  Mr.  Bell  quickly  demonstrated  his 
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legal  talents,  and  under  his  father’s  able  instruction 
made  rapid  progress  in  his  profession.  His  success, 
however,  has  resulted  in  the  last  analysis  from  his 
own  efforts  and  ability,  not  from  the  prestige  of  his 
name  or  the  influence  of  the  connections  it  has 
brought  him.  In  the  spring  of  1928,  Mr.  Bell  was 
appointed  and  acted  as  assistant  district  attorney,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1929  was  elected  district  attorney  of 
Clearfield  County  for  a  four  years’  term,  in  which 
office  he  has  since  served  with  commendable  fidelity, 
zeal  and  success. 

Apart  from  his  legal  connections,  Mr.  Bell  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  like 
his  father  is  a  member  of  Williamsport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree. 
He  worships  with  his  family  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  has  been  active  not  only  in  the  work 
of  the  church  but  also  in  supporting  all  worthy 
civic  and  benevolent  movements  in  this  community 
and  section. 

On  June  24,  1921,  F.  Cortez  Bell  married  Emily 
Gaulin,  who  was  born  at  Clearfield,  daughter  of 
Hugh  B.  and  Anne  (Burchfield)  Gaulin,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Julia  Ann,  who  died 
in  infancy.  2.  F.  Cortez,  Jr.  3.  Richard  Alexander. 
4.  Thomas  Gaulin.  The  residence  of  the  family  is 
maintained  at  Clearfield. 


REV.  WILLIAM  T.  HARKINS— In  the  spir¬ 
itual  life  of  a  number  of  different  communities  of  his 
native  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Rev.  William  T. 
Harkins,  now  of  Philipsburg,  has  figured  prominently, 
lending  support  to  those  causes  and  projects  that  he 
has  believed  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the 
society  of  his  times,  and  so  contributing  vastly  to  the 
promotion  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  Catholic 
Church  has,  in  him,  a  loyal  servant  and  priest,  one 
who  is  a  leader  in  religious  affairs  and  a  supporter  of 
every  worth  while  undertaking. 

Father  Harkins  was  born  in  Altoona,  on  May  28, 
1887,  son  of  John  E.  and  Kate  (Schenk)  Harkins, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His 
father,  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  hotel  business, 
died  in  1914;  and  the  mother  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  in  Philipsburg.  They  had  two  children : 
1.  Caroline,  now  deceased.  2.  William  T.,  of  further 
mention  herein. 

At  the  St.  John’s  Parochial  School,  in  his  native  city 
of  Altoona,  William  T.  Harkins  received  his  early 
education,  later  attending  Mount  St.  Mary’s  College, 
at  Emmitsburg,  Maryland.  In  1911  he  was  ordained 
to  the  priesthood,  and  for  a  time  thereafter  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Renova  as  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  in 
that  place.  There  he  continued  his  work  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  took  up  his  duties  at  St.  John’s 
Church,  in  Johnstown,  remaining  there  for  two  years. 
His  next  church  was  that  of  Our  Lady  of  Mount 
Carmel,  at  Ehrenfeld,  Cambria  County,  where  he  was 
pastor  for  twelve  years,  until  he  came,  in  1930,  to 
Philipsburg.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  he  has  rendered 
valuable  service  to  his  fellowmen,  winning  their 
esteem,  and  doing  everything  in  his  power  toward  the 
upbuilding  of  his  parish  and  its  related  organizations 
and  activities. 


EDWARD  J.  THOMPSON— Engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Philipsburg,  his  native  place,  Ed¬ 
ward  J.  Thompson  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of 
the  Pennsylvania  bar,  though  he  is  an  individual  whose 
work  has  aroused  widespread  appreciative  comment. 
His  is  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  whose  privilege 


it  is  to  know  him ;  and  the  confidence  with  which  he 
is  regarded  is  proof  of  his  popularity. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  on  June  2,  1901,  in  Philips¬ 
burg,  son  of  Andrew  Curtin  and  Bertha  (Denning) 
Thompson  and  member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  fam¬ 
ily.  His  father  was  born  in  Centre  County,  his 
mother,  in  Clearfield  County.  Andrew  Curtin  Thomp¬ 
son  was  a  traveling  salesman  by  occupation,  and  later 
was  an  educator ;  he  is  living  retired  from  his  active 
endeavors  of  a  busy  career.  The  mother  passed  away 
in  1928. 

In  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Philipsburg,  his 
birthplace,  Edward  J.  Thompson,  of  this  review,  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education,  having  been  graduated 
from  high  school,  in  Philipsburg,  in  1918.  He  then 
became  a  student  at  Haverford  College,  in  Haverford, 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  1922;  and  afterward 
he  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  That  was  in  1925.  In  September  of  that  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  Commonwealth; 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law,  his  chosen  profession  and  the  field 
in  which  he  has  believed  it  possible  for  him  to  ac¬ 
complish  his  most  useful  work. 

Associated  with  the  Superior  and  Supreme  courts 
of  Clearfield  and  Centre  counties,  as  well  as  with  the 
District  courts  of  the  United  States  of  the  Middle 
and  Western  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  legal  col¬ 
leagues  ;  for  he  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  bar.  He  is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  Centre  County  and  Clearfield  Bar 
Association.  A  number  of  different  fraternal  orders 
claim  him  as  a  member,  too;  for  he  has  contributed 
extensively  to  social  and  civic  life,  along  with  his 
professional  responsibilities.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Kiwanis  Club,  one  of  Philipsburg’s  chief  civic 
groups,  through  which  he  is  enabled  to  support  many 
worthy  projects  introduced  in  his  community.  He 
is  president  of  the  Philipsburg  Fire  Department; 
and,  to  this  as  to  his  other  duties,  he  gives  of  his 
best  energies  and  talents,  with  the  result  that  he  is 
esteemed  and  admired  by  his  fellow-citizens  in  all 
walks  of  life. 

Edward  J.  Thompson  married,  on  June  21,  1928, 
Harriet  Barker,  a  native  of  Pittsburgh.  By  this 
marriage  there  has  been  born  one  child,  Bertha  Den¬ 
ning  Thompson,  whose  birth  occurred  on  May  5,  1929. 


JOHN  ANDREW  KOHLHEPP  — For  many 

years  one  of  the  outstanding  citizens  of  his  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  extensively  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  builders’  supply  trade  in  DuBois,  this  State, 
John  A.  Kohlhepp  held  a  place  of  leadership  and 
esteem  among  his  fellowmen.  Since  his  death,  his 
four  sons  have  carried  on  the  work  that  he  started, 
executing  the  traditions  and  policies  of  the  founder, 
with  the  result  that  benefits  are  still  accruing  to  the 
people  of  this  community  because  of  the  character  of 
the  life  of  Mr.  Kohlhepp.  Gifted  as  an  executive, 
public-spirited  in  his  citizenship,  kindly  and  genial  in 
his  human  relationships,  he  was  a  man  of  many 
friends,  ever  gentle  and  sympathetic  and  broad- 
visioned  in  his  thoughts  and  in  his  dealings  with 
others.  His  career  was  eminently  useful,  his  life 
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finely  lived,  his  death  a  cause  of  deep  and  lasting 
sorrow. 

Mr.  Kohlhepp  was  born  at  Caldwell  Furnace,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  May,  1857,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Peffer)  Kohlhepp,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  Armstrong 
County,  where  he  was  widely  known  and  loved.  John 
A.  Kohlhepp,  whose  name  heads  this  review,  was  the 
third  of  nine  children  born  to  his  parents;  and,  after 
he  had  completed  his  formal  education,  he  received 
his  first  practical  training  as  a  boy  in  the  lumber 
lands  of  Wisconsin,  having  been  so  employed  for 
four  years.  For  nineteen  years  he  was  with  a  tan¬ 
ning  company,  and  so  was  associated  with  a  quite 
different  type  of  activity,  rounding  out  his  experience 
and  background.  It  was  in  1904  that  he  started  the 
coal  and  builders’  supply  business  with  which  the 
Kohlhepp  name  has  long  been  associated  in  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  Establishing  this  great  enterprise 
in  DuBois,  he  built,  in  1906,  a  large  two-story  build¬ 
ing,  where  he  was  active  in  the  conduct  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  until  death  took  him. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Kohlhepp  was 
a  loyal  supporter  of  every  worth  while  civic  under¬ 
taking  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Fraternal  af¬ 
fairs  always  interested  him  keenly ;  and,  in  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  he  was  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  951,  of  DuBois.  A  number  of  organiza¬ 
tions  and  local  projects  found  him  among  their 
staunch  advocates,  provided  they  were  on  the  side  of 
progress  and  enlightenment. 

Mr.  Kohlhepp  was  the  father  of  seven  children:  1. 
Ernest  E.,  who  was  active  in  the  operation  of  the 
coal  and  builders’  supply  business  and  is  now  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  he 
married  Dolly  Kohlhepp,  a  distant  relative,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1905,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  John  and  Elizabeth.  2.  Bertha,  who  is  now 
deceased.  3.  Grace,  also  deceased.  4.  Edna,  who 
became  the  wife  of  M.  B.  Ogden,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
5.  Russell  M.,  who  married  Ruth  Bloomgren  on  July 
19,  1921 ;  they  had  one  child,  a  son,  Douglas  Kohl¬ 
hepp.  6.  Virgil  N.,  who  is  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
coal  and  supply  company;  he  married  Annabelle  Bate¬ 
man,  of  Bell  wood,  on  June  20,  1923,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Shirley  L.  and  Lois  A. 
Kohlhepp.  7.  Anson  O. 

The  death  of  the  father,  John  A.  Kohlhepp,  on 
October  28,  1931,  was  a  cause  of  widespread  bereave¬ 
ment  and  regret  among  all  whose  privilege  it  was  to 
know  him.  For  he  had  taken  an  extensive  part  in  the 
promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  DuBois  com¬ 
munity  and  had  come  to  be  widely  loved  and  highly 
regarded.  His  memory  lives  on,  as  it  will  live  for 
years  yet  to  come,  a  source  of  satisfaction,  joy  and 
inspiration  and  an  undying  example  of  goodness  to 
those  who  coulc  count  him  among  their  friends. 


HARRY  B.  SCOTT — Active  in  the  business  and 
political  life  of  Pennsylvania,  which  State  he  has 
served  for  several  terms  as  a  member  of  its  Senate 
at  Harrisburg,  Harry  B.  Scott  has  taken  part  in  a 
variety  of  affairs  in  this  Commonwealth,  especially  in 
the  community  of  Philipsburg,  his  home  place.  A 
man  of  broad  vision  and  many  natural  gifts,  he  has 
contributed  richly  to  the  well-being  of  this  State  and 
its  people,  and  has  won  their  lasting  esteem  and 
respect. 

Mr.  Scott  was  born  at  Eagle  Hill,  Schuylkill 
County,  on  September  17,  1878,  son  of  George  and 


Catherine  (Patton)  Scott,  both  also  natives  of  Schuyl¬ 
kill  County.  The  father  was  for  many  years  super¬ 
intendent  of  mines  with  the  Philadelphia  and  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  and  Iron  Corporation;  and  he  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  The  mother  makes  her  home  at  Philipsburg. 

The  fourth  child  born  in  a  family  of  nine,  Harry 
B.  Scott,  their  son,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  rec¬ 
ord,  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  community,  and  as  a  young  man  entered  the 
municipal  contracting  business,  in  which  he  continued 
for  ten  years.  He  then  became  engaged  in  bituminous 
coal  mining  operations,  which  have  occupied  his  at¬ 
tention  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  down  to  the  pres¬ 
ent.  He  has  come  to  be  widely  known  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  and  industrial  world  and  recognized  for  his 
excellent  leadership  and  power. 

Never  confining  his  activities  to  business  alone, 
however,  Mr.  Scott  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in 
the  public  life  of  Pennsylvania.  A  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  views  and  a  supporter  of  his 
party’s  policies  and  principles,  he  was  elected,  in 
1924,  a  member  of  the  State  Senate;  and  to  that 
body  he  was  again  elected  in  1927,  1929  and  1931. 
His  labors  as  a  legislator  have  been  most  useful  to 
his  fellow-citizens  in  the  State  as  a  whole,  as  well 
as  to  the  Philipsburg  community,  where  he  served 
for  four  years  as  a  member  of  the  borough  council. 
Since  1914  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican 
State  Committee,  so  that  his  position  in  his  party 
organization  is  one  of  real  strength  and  influence. 

During  the  World  War  period,  Mr.  Scott  served 
as  fuel  administrator  for  his  district,  a  position  in 
which  he  acquitted  himself  creditably  and  with  satis¬ 
faction  to  all.  A  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  he  is  enabled,  through  this  affiliation,  to 
participate  extensively  in  fraternal  affairs,  belonging 
to  all  the  various  branches,  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  An  ardent  Rotarian,  he  utilizes  the  medium 
of  the  local  Rotary  Club  for  purposes  of  civic  im¬ 
provement  and  promotion  of  worth  while  enterprises. 
His  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  Each  of  the  organ¬ 
izations  with  which  he  is  connected  has  in  some 
way  gained  from  his  work  in  its  behalf,  notably 
from  his  executive  ability  and  his  deep  understanding 
of  vast  patterns  of  organization. 

Harry  B.  Scott  married,  on  September  19,  1905, 
Ida  McCausland,  a  native  of  Philipsburg.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  George,  of 
Philadelphia.  2.  Laura,  who  lives  at  home  with  her 
family  in  Philipsburg.  3.  James  P.,  who  also  makes 
his  home  with  the  family. 


W.  WALLACE  SMITH— Though  Mr.  Smith 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1917,  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  his  graduation  from  law  school,  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  active  career  as  a  lawyer  was  somewhat 
postponed  through  his  active  service  in  the  United 
States  Army  during  the  World  War.  Since  his  re¬ 
turn  to  civilian  life  at  the  end  of  the  war  Mr.  Smith 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  city  of  his  birth,  Clearfield.  He  is 
one  of  the  well-known  and  successful  lawyers  of 
this  city  and  enjoys  the  highest  possible  professional 
standing. 

W.  Wallace  Smith  was  born  at  Clearfield,  June  5, 
1890,  a  son  of  Allison  O.  and  Margaret  (Wallace) 
Smith.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Northum¬ 
berland  County  and  who  died  in  1923,  was  a  well- 
known  lawyer  and  served  as  district  court  judge  from 
1904  until  1914.  W.  Wallace  Smith’s  maternal  grand- 


PENNSYLVANIA 


313 


father,  William  A.  Wallace,  served  four  terms  in 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate  and  six  years  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  1875-81.  Mr.  Smith’s  mother 
was  born  at  Clearfield  and  died  in  1918.  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Smith  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  W.  Wallace,  of  whom  further.  2.  Charlotte,  who 
married  James  Gordon  of  Short  Hills,  New  Jersey. 
3.  Margaret  H.,  a  resident  of  Clearfield.  4.  Rebecca, 
who  married  John  Fulford  of  Uniontown.  Mr.  Smith 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  Clearfield  and  was  graduated 
from  the  local  high  school  in  1906.  He  then  attended 
for  one  year  Bellefonte  Academy  and  after  that 
Princeton  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1911.  Following  his  graduation  from  college  he 
taught  for  one  year  in  the  high  school  at  Irwin,  and 
then  for  two  years  in  the  high  school  at  Johnstown. 
At  the  end  of  this  period  of  three  years,  devoted  to 
educational  work,  Mr.  Smith  entered  the  law  school 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadelphia, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1917.  Admitted  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bar  in  the  same  year,  he  did  not  imme¬ 
diately  commence  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but 
entered  the  officers’  training  camp  at  Fort  Niagara, 
where  he  spent  that  summer.  Later  in  1917  Mr. 
Smith  began  the  practice  of  law  in  association  with 
his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  and  Smith. 
In  1918,  however,  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  active  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  United  States  Army  and  was  assigned  to 
the  air  craft  production  bureau  at  Washington,  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  first  as  a  private  and  later  with 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  At  the  end  of  the 
war  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  Clearfield  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  law  as  a  partner  of  his  father.  This 
partnership  continued  until  Judge  Smith’s  death  in 
1923,  after  which  Mr.  Smith  practiced  alone  in  Clear¬ 
field,  until  December  1,  1928,  when  he  formed  his 
present  partnership  with  John  C.  Arnold  under  the 
name  of  Arnold  and  Smith.  During  1923-29  he 
served  as  referee  in  bankruptcy.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  prominently  active  in  Masonic 
affairs  and  he  is  a  member  and  a  Past  Master  of 
Clearfield  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a 
member  of  the  various  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to 
and  including  Williamsport  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Jaffa  Temple,  of  Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  as  well  as  of 
the  American  Legion  and  the  Clearfield  Commercial 
Club,  of  which  he  is  a  former  president.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  active  in  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  served  as  county  chairman  of  that  party 
during  1924-25. 

Mr.  Smith  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  unmarried  sister  in  Clearfield. 


LYNN  HOLBROOK — Widely  known  and  rec¬ 
ognized  for  leadership  in  the  industrial  circles  of  the 
eastern  United  States,  Lynn  Holbrook  performed  an 
important  work  in  his  position  as  purchasing  agent 
of  the  National  Transit  Pump  and  Machine  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  National  Transit  Company,  of  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  and  through  his  influence  upon 
commercial  and  business  life.  His  career  was  a  use¬ 
ful  one,  productive  of  real  achievement;  and  he  was 
honored  and  esteemed  by  his  fellowmen.  He  was 
chiefly  loved,  however,  for  his  kindliness  and  gener¬ 
osity,  his  devotion  to  worth  while  principles  of  liv¬ 
ing  and  thinking,  and  his  fine  public  spirit.  These 
characteristics  were,  in  a  sense,  manifestations  of  the 


guiding  light  in  the  man  himself,  the  light  that  ren¬ 
dered  his  business  labors  so  valuable  to  his  associates 
and  his  fellow-citizens  and  his  personal  relationships 
so  helpful  and  delightful. 

Mr.  Holbrook  was  born  on  February  15,  1884,  in 
Kennedy,  New  York,  son  of  Charles  Melanchthon 
and  Loretta  (Whitford)  Holbrook.  The  family  of 
Holbrook  is  an  old  one,  having  been  known  in  Amer¬ 
ica  for  many  generations.  It  first  appeared  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1640,  when  Thomas 
Holbrook  settled  in  the  part  of  Weymouth  known 
as  “Old  Spain.”  Prior  to  that  period,  however,  the 
name  was  ancient  and  distinguished  in  Great  Britain, 
whence  came  the  American  progenitor.  Records  dis¬ 
close  that,  from  that  very  early  time  to  the  present 
day,  the  Holbrooks  have  joined  with  the  forces  of 
progress  in  every  type  of  endeavor  to  which  they 
have  turned  their  attention.  The  Oil  City  branch 
of  the  house,  of  whom  Lynn  Holbrook  was  one,  first 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  1889,  when  his  father, 
Charles  Melanchthon  Holbrook,  referred  to  above, 
removed  from  Kennedy,  Chautauqua  County,  New 
York,  to  Oil  City. 

Lynn  Holbrook,  the  man  whose  name  heads  this 
review,  was  then  but  five  years  old;  and  so  it  was  in 
Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  that  he  received  his  early 
education,  being  graduated  from  the  high  school 
here.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  National  Transit  Pump  and  Machine 
Company,  which  his  father  had  served  as  purchasing 
agent  for  thirty-six  years  and  more;  and  the  younger 
man  served  the  elder  as  assistant  for  a  considerable 
period.  When  the  father  retired  from  his  active 
endeavors,  the  son  took  over  the  position  of  purchas¬ 
ing  agent,  so  continuing  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Under  the  Holbrooks,  the  purchasing  department 
of  the  National  Transit  Pump  and  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  performed  its  important  work  effectively  and 
well;  and  father  and  son  did  much  to  promote  the 
organization’s  general  well-being.  During  the  World 
War,  the  plant  turned  over  its  complete  equipment 
to  war  work,  manufacturing  pumps  of  all  sizes  and 
powers  for  the  small  gas-driven  engine  and  gas¬ 
pumping  unit  built  to  take  care  of  the  little  gas 
production,  and  doing  much  to  promote  economical 
oil  pumping. 

Mrs.  Loretta  (Whitford)  Holbrook,  mother  oi 
Lynn  Holbrook,  was,  like  his  father,  a  member  of 
an  old  and  honored  family;  and  from  her,  as  from 
his  father,  Mr.  Holbrook  derived  many  excellent 
qualities. 

Aside  from  his  participation  in  business  affairs,  a 
work  so  useful  to  Oil  City  and  its  people  and  insti¬ 
tutions,  Lynn  Holbrook  was  active  in  civic  and  social 
affairs.  Affiliated  with  a  number  of  important  groups, 
fraternal  and  otherwise,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  held  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  He  belonged  also  to  Oil  City  Blue  Lodge 
No.  363,  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  New  Castle 
Consistory  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  Oil  City  Chapter 
No.  236  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Talbot  Comman- 
dery,  No.  43,  of  Knights  Templar,  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a  member  also  of  the  Acacia 
Club.  Mr.  Holbrook’s  church  was  Grace  Methodist 
Episcopal.  Into  each  of  the  organizations  with  which 
he  was  connected,  he  regularly  put  his  best  energies 
and  his  fullest  measure  of  enthusiasm,  so  that  he  was 
esteemed,  honored  and  loved  in  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 
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Lynn  Holbrook  was  chiefly  devoted  to  home  and 
family,  however;  for,  in  the  domestic  circle,  he 
found  great  happiness  and  a  center  from  which 
radiated  help  and  inspiration  into  all  departments 
of  his  life  and  all  his  activities.  He  married,  at 
Titusville,  on  December  31,  1908,  Mabel  Grace  Brad¬ 
ley,  daughter  of  John  Stephen  and  Frances  Isabelle 
(Lawrence)  Bradley  and  a  descendant  of  fine  old 
families  of  western  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was 
an  early  settler  in  Titusville;  and  he,  it  was,  who 
first  tried  to  and  succeeded  in  attaching  two  or  more 
wells  to  the  one  engine  in  oil  pumping,  a  device  now 
in  common  use  in  the  oil  industry.  Mrs.  Holbrook 
herself  is  a  woman  of  accomplishments  and  unusual 
gifts,  a  member  of  the  Belles  Lettres  and  Tuesday 
Musical  clubs.  She  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Oil  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holbrook  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  a  son 
and  daughter :  1.  Marion  Frances,  who  was  born  on 
March  15,  1910,  and  was  graduated  from  high  school 
in  Oil  City;  she  is  a  student  of  music.  2.  Lynn 
Bradley,  born  July  16,  1916. 

The  death  of  Lynn  Holbrook,  on  March  27,  1932, 
removed  from  Oil  City  life  an  industrial  leader  of 
rare  abilities  and  attainments,  and  from  his  family 
and  friends  a  dear  companion  and  friend.  His  was 
a  work  of  usefulness,  a  life  beautifully  lived;  and 
his  death  was  a  cause  of  deep  sorrow,  though  his 
memory  lives,  as  it  will  live  through  the  years  of 
the  future,  a  source  of  satisfaction,  joy  and  encour¬ 
agement  to  those  who  knew  him. 


THEODORE  C.  JACKSON — Lawyer  and  banker, 
a  leader  at  the  bar,  and  a  leader  in  financial  circles 
of  his  community,  Theodore  C.  Jackson  has  had  a 
career  filled  with  variety  and  with  attainment,  pro¬ 
fessionally  and  in  the  field  of  business.  He  is  ac¬ 
counted  one  of  the  outstanding  men  of  Philipsburg, 
and  his  efforts  as  a  citizen  have  resulted  in  wide¬ 
spread  benefit  to  the  community  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  in  Huntingdon  County,  June 
30,  1877.  He  is  a  son  of  Hugh  Alexander  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Forrest)  Jackson,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Huntingdon  County.  The  former,  for  many 
years  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  died 
in  1902;  and  Mrs.  Jackson  surviving  him,  died  in 
1925.  In  the  family  were  children:  1.  George,  now 
of  Indiana.  2.  Prudence,  who  died  in  childhood.  3. 
Fanny,  died  in  childhood.  4.  Margaret,  of  Hunting¬ 
don  County.  5.  Hugh  A.,  of  Philipsburg.  6.  Rhoda, 
wife  of  John  M.  Cunningham,  of  Huntingdon  County. 
7.  Forrest,  of  Huntingdon  County.  8.  Theodore  C., 
of  whom  further.  9.  A  daughter,  who  died  as  an 
infant. 

This  family,  identified  for  several  generations  with 
Huntingdon  County,  has  done  much  for  the  progress 
and  conservative  development  thereof.  Each  genera¬ 
tion  has  supplied  leaders  to  their  respective  walks  of 
life,  and  Theodore  C.  Jackson,  as  lawyer  and  banker, 
has  given  lustre  to  an  honorable  family  background. 

After  completing  the  course  in  the  public  schools, 
he  matriculated  in  Juniata  College,  in  the  city  of 
Huntingdon.  There  he  secured  a  sound  academic 
foundation  which  would  serve  as  a  basis  for  legal 
studies,  or  for  teaching;  and  for  a  year  Mr.  Jack- 
son  taught.  Then  he  read  law,  in  the  offices  of  Judge 
Thomas  Fisher  Bailey,  at  Huntingdon;  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania  in  1901,  and  from  that 
year  down  to  the  present  has  maintained  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  matters  of  the  profession.  These,  since  his 
retirement  from  banking,  have  tended  to  increase  in 
the  later  years,  and  today  Mr.  Jackson  is  an  out¬ 


standing  figure  of  the  bar  in  his  county  and  this 
section  of  the  Commonwealth. 

After  practicing  his  profession  two  years  in  the 
city  of  Huntingdon,  Mr.  Jackson  entered  the  employ 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  that  center,  and  con¬ 
tinued  there  for  seventeen  years,  becoming  assistant 
cashier,  at  which  post  he  distinguished  himself  not 
only  for  his  mastery  of  the  intricate  duties  at  hand, 
but  also  for  his  understanding  of  and  ripe  counsel 
in  matters  of  banking  practice  and  theory,  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  lawyer.  In  1920 
he  came  to  Philipsburg,  as  cashier  of  the  Moshan- 
non  National.  He  held  that  office,  and  contributed 
largely  through  his  personal  influence  to  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  bank,  until  the  institution  closed,  in  Octo¬ 
ber  of  1931.  It  was  then,  after  nearly  thirty  years 
of  continuous  service  in  financial  houses,  that  Mr. 
Jackson  returned  to  his  profession,  giving  it  his 
full  attention,  and  today  he  has  a  very  considerable 
and  important  legal  practice  in  Philipsburg  and  vi¬ 
cinity.  He  is  an  authority  on  business  law,  but 
handles  every  type  of  case. 

As  a  citizen  interested  in  the  current  affairs  of 
his  community,  Mr.  Jackson  has  demonstrated  a 
most  constructive  spirit  in  the  forward-movement  of 
Philipsburg,  for  more  than  a  decade  of  residence.  He 
is  relied  upon  for  this  support,  continuously,  and  for 
this  reason  as  well  as  for  his  role  in  professional  and 
business  life,  is  looked  to  as  a  leader  in  community 
projects.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Jackson  married,  on  April  9,  1902,  Ella  G. 
Fouse,  of  Alexandria,  Pennsylvania;  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  1.  Charles  H.,  graduate  of  State  College, 
now  practicing  as  an  industrial  engineer,  at  Hunting¬ 
don.  2.  Robert  H.,  a  graduate  of  State  College;  in¬ 
dustrial  engineer,  located  at  Philadelphia. 


WEBSTER  T.  BAIR— Publisher  of  the  Philips¬ 
burg  “Journal,”  well  known  daily  newspaper  of  this 
city,  widely  read  in  several  counties  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  more  than  forty-four  years  old  as  a  daily 
publication,  Webster  T.  Bair  has  had  a  great  role 
in  the  development  of  Philipsburg  and  its  trading 
area.  He  is  interested  in  other  ventures,  and  has  been 
a  worker  for  the  general  advance  of  the  community 
since  the  beginning  of  residence  here;  yet  he  has 
always  given  his  chief  attention  to  journalism.  Since 
the  founding  of  the  daily  he  has  been  primarily  inter¬ 
ested  in  journalism  as  a  publisher  and  business  direc¬ 
tor,  though  he  has  never  lost  touch  with  his  paper’s 
editorial  direction,  giving  this  close  scrutiny  in  order 
to  preserve  the  policies  which  steadfastly  have  made 
the  publication  a  reliable  medium  of  news  and  edi¬ 
torial  comment. 

Mr.  Bair  is  a  native  of  Huntingdon  County.  He 
was  born  on  June  26,  1859,  a  son  of  David  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Long)  Bair,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  members  of  old  families  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  The  former  engaged  for  many  years  as  a 
merchant;  both  parents  are  since  deceased;  in  the 
family  were  children  as  follows:  1.  Frank,  deceased. 
2.  Webster  T.,  of  whom  further.  3.  William  L.,  of 
Philipsburg  and  4.  Harry  H.,  both  of  whom  are 
connected  with  Mr.  Bair  in  operation  of  the  daily 
and  weekly  newspapers,  the  “Weekly  Journal”  being 
continuously  published  since  1868.  Two  other  chil¬ 
dren  died  in  their  infancy. 

After  he  had  attended  the  public  schools,  Mr.  Bair 
went  at  once  into  newspaper  work,  securing  a  valu¬ 
able  experience  on  several  small  town  publications. 
In  1874,  when  he  was  fifteen,  he  established  the 
Mount  Union  “Herald,”  and  in  1877  purchased  the 
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Mount  Union  “Times,”  and  from  the  conduct  of 
these  he  learned  much  of  subsequent  value  as  a 
publisher.  In  1879  he  went  to  Philipsburg,  where  he 
continued  his  experience  in  journalism,  and  in  1881 
he  bought  the  Philipsburg  “Journal,”  a  weekly.  Mr. 
Bair  quickly  strengthened  the  newspaper,  enlarging 
the  plant  and  the  building,  installing  modern  equip¬ 
ment;  and  for  seven  years  he  gave  his  attention  to 
the  “Journal”  as  a  weekly,  making  it  one  of  the 
strongest  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1888  he  put 
into  effect  an  idea  which  he  had  long  nurtured  and 
planned  for,  establishing  a  daily  newspaper  on  the 
solid  foundations  of  the  weekly.  Of  this  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  the  guiding  head  through  the  years  succeeding 
and  the  condition  of  the  paper  of  recent  years  may 
be  held  out  as  a  tribute  to  his  success  as  publisher 
and  editor-in-chief.  His  brothers  have  assisted  him 
materially,  and  of  later  years  his  daughter,  and 
son,  of  further  mention,  have  assumed  a  share  of  the 
responsibilities.  Mr.  Bair  is  prominent  in  the  field 
of  his  activity,  and  prominent  also  as  a  leader  of 
opinion  in  Philipsburg.  Always,  consistently,  he  has 
had  the  city’s  interests  before  him,  to  be  cared  for 
actively  and  with  that  broad  understanding  which 
characterizes  the  truly  loyal  and  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zen. 

Mr.  Bair  married,  in  March,  1881,  Anna  M. 
Elliott,  native  of  Franklin  County  and  a  descendant 
of  a  family  old  in  that  region.  Mrs.  Bair’s  death 
occurred  in  January  of  1931;  and  she  left  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Viola,  wife  of  John  E.  Kauffelt,  of  St. 
Benedict.  2.  Edna,  who  is  associated  with  her  father 
in  the  management  of  the  paper.  3.  Ethel,  who  mar¬ 
ried  R.  P.  Rickard,  of  Johnstown.  4.  Joyce  E.,  also 
associated  with  his  father,  in  an  executive  capacity, 
as  above  indicated. 

All  members  of  the  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Bair  has  had  offi¬ 
cial  relationship  with  the  church  for  over  fifty  years 
and  given  much  of  his  time  and  strength  to  religious 
effort. 


RALPH  L.  WATTS,  M.  S.,  D.  Agr.,  D.  Sc.— An 

expert  in  agriculture  and  farm  education,  Ralph  L. 
Watts,  M.  S.,  D.  Agr.,  D.  Sc.,  is  dean  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  School  of  Agriculture  and  the  Experiment 
Station  at  State  College,  Pennsylvania.  He  has,  in 
many  ways,  contributed  substantially  to  the  efficiency 
and  the  improvement  of  vegetable  gardening  through¬ 
out  the  United  States,  where  he  is  familiar,  through 
long  acquaintance  and  study,  with  the  soil  and  the 
effects  of  climatic  conditions,  and  is  widely  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  writer  and  speaker  on  these  subjects. 

Dr.  Watts  was  born  in  Clearfield  County,  on  the 
farm  of  his  parents,  June  5,  1869,  son  of  Martin  and 
Marion  Elizabeth  (Hoyt)  Watts.  His  father,  who 
died  on  April  10,  1899,  served  the  Union  cause  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  as  a  drafting  officer;  he  was  a 
lumberman  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Ralph  L. 
Watts,  of  this  review,  attended  a  one-room  school 
until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  went 
to  a  country  high  school,  and  thence  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  College  in  1887.  Taking  the  course  in 
agriculture  at  the  State  College,  he  was  graduated, 
in  1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Agriculture. 
The  institution  then  had  an  enrollment  of  possibly 
two  hundred  and  fifty;  but,  of  these,  only  three, 
aside  from  Mr.  Watts,  were  studying  agriculture. 
Returning,  after  his  graduation,  to  the  home  farm  of 
his  family  in  Clearfield  County,  Mr.  Watts  there  ob¬ 
tained  further  practical  experience  in  his  chosen 
work. 


Responding  to  a  call  from  the  University  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  he  went  as  an  instructor  in  botany  and  hor¬ 
ticulture  to  that  institution,  where  he  was  also  hor¬ 
ticulturist  for  the  Tennessee  Experiment  Station. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  acted  as  secretary  of  that 
station;  and  later,  at  the  university,  was  promoted 
to  associate  professor  of  horticulture.  Beginning 
also,  at  that  period,  his  work  as  a  writer,  Mr.  Watts 
prepared  eight  or  ten  bulletins  on  such  subjects  as 
“Experiments  with  Apples,”  “Japanese  Persimmons 
Grafted  on  Native  Stock,”  “Experiments  with  Vege¬ 
tables,”  and  others.  While  in  Tennessee,  he  also 
wrote  regularly  for  the  “Southern  Florist  and  Gar¬ 
dener.” 

Coming  once  more  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Col¬ 
lege  for  advanced  studies  in  his  special  field,  he 
was  awarded,  in  1898,  the  degree  of  Master  of  Sci¬ 
ence.  In  subsequent  years  he  received  other  academic 
honors,  too,  having  been  made,  by  Syracuse  Univer¬ 
sity,  in  1916,  a  Doctor  of  Agriculture,  and,  by  Rhode 
Island  State  College,  in  1931,  a  Doctor  of  Science. 

In  1899,  Dr.  Watts  resigned  his  position  with  the 
University  of  Tennessee  to  become  engaged  on  his 
own  account  in  market  gardening  near  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania.  There  he  specialized  in  cabbage  and 
tomato  growing  on  a  large  scale,  producing  these 
products  for  the  wholesale  markets  of  Johnstown 
and  nearby  cities.  In  the  winter  months,  he  lectured 
at  farmers’  institutes  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey 
and  Maryland;  and  then,  as  at  other  times,  he  sin¬ 
cerely  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  life  on  the  farm. 
He  kept  a  greenhouse,  in  which  he  raised  flowers 
for  his  own  pleasure  and  use  in  the  grounds  of  his 
home,  as  well  as  for  sale  to  the  public. 

On  January  4,  1908,  his  appointment  as  profes¬ 
sor  of  horticulture  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  Col¬ 
lege  brought  him  once  more  to  this  institution,  where 
he  had  received  his  own  early  training;  and  here 
he  has  remained  since  that  time.  For  four  years 
he  continued  in  the  professorship;  but  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  that  period,  he  was  made  dean  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  School  of  Agriculture  and  head  of  the 
work  of  the  State  Experiment  Station. 

In  1926  Dr.  Watts  and  his  wife  took  a  trip  around 
the  World.  He  was  at  that  time,  a  member  of  a 
commission  of  Lingnan  University,  of  Canton,  China, 
sent  to  China  for  the  purpose  of  working  out  plans 
for  complying  with  regulations  of  the  Chinese  Gov¬ 
ernment  with  reference  to  the  organization  and  man¬ 
agement  of  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  that 
country  under  the  control  of  foreign  boards.  Ling- 
nan  University  made  him  one  of  its  trustees;  and  it 
was,  incidentally,  the  first  institution  in  China  to 
comply  with  the  government  regulations  regarding 
education  referred  to  above. 

Dr.  Watts’  affiliations  have  been  of  broad  signifi¬ 
cance,  too;  for  they  have  never  been  limited  to  a 
special  area  or  sphere  of  interest.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science; 
the  Vegetable  Growers’  Association  of  America,  of 
which  he  is  an  ex-president;  and  the  Society  for 
Promotion  of  Horticultural  Science.  He  served  at 
one  time  as  secretary  of  the  East  Tennessee  Hor¬ 
ticultural  Association.  Author  of  a  number  of  books, 
he  wrote  “Vegetable  Gardening,”  and  “Vegetable 
Forcing,”  both  college  textbooks,  as  well  as  works 
entitled  “Rural  Pennsylvania,”  “The  Vegetable  Gar¬ 
den,”  “Vegetable  Growing  Projects,”  and  “Growing 
Vegetables.”  He  has  prepared,  likewise,  numerous 
bulletins  and  contributions  for  the  agricultural  press. 

It  is  but  natural  that  a  man  of  Dr.  Watts’  inter¬ 
ests,  extending  as  they  do  into  so  many  branches  of 
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agriculture  and  agricultural  life,  should  be  interested, 
in  his  leisure  time,  in  outdoor  recreational  pursuits 
and  healthful  activities.  One  of  a  family  of  nine 
children,  he  grew  to  manhood  in  an  outdoor  environ¬ 
ment,  he  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  finding  most  of 
their  amusement  in  such  pastimes  as  hunting,  fishing, 
boating,  swimming,  horseback  riding  and  the  like. 
Another  of  Dr.  Watts’  primary  concerns  has  been 
the  church.  For  twenty-two  years  he  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  school,  at  State 
College,  Pennsylvania;  and  his  services  within  the 
realm  of  the  church  have  included  the  presidency  of 
both  the  Holston  Conference  Epworth  League  and 
the  Knoxville  District  Epworth  League.  His  sup¬ 
port  of  the  church,  both  in  Tennessee  and  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  has  won  for  him  the  warm  esteem  and 
respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  co-workers  in  the 
same  field.  He  belongs  to  several  fraternal  groups 
that  he  joined  in  his  student  days,  including  the  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  Sigma  Pi,  Alpha  Zeta,  and  Gamma 
Sigma  Delta  Greek-letter  societies. 

But  he  has  devoted  his  chief  energies  to  his  special 
agricultural  Work,  which,  despite  its  “special”  nature, 
has  been  of  general  usefulness.  He  writes  regularly 
for  all  issues  of  the  “Market  Growers’  Journal,” 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  so  maintaining  a  South¬ 
ern  and  national  contact  that  might  otherwise  have 
ended  when  he  left  the  University  of  Tennessee 
many  years  ago.  He  is,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
rounding  out  his  second  decade  of  service  in  the 
office  of  dean  and  director  of  the  School  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  at  State  College  in  Pennsylvania;  and  his  work 
has  redounded  to  the  good  of  his  fellowmen.  But 
his  work  will  be  remembered  also  in  Lumber  City, 
Pennsylvania,  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  in  Scalp 
Level,  Pennsylvania,  in  all  of  which  places  he  has 
lived.  His  favorite  pastimes  today  continue  to  be 
those  of  an  outdoor  nature,  especially  garden-mak¬ 
ing  and  fly-fishing  for  trout. 

Dr.  Ralph  L.  Watts  married,  on  January  i,  1895, 
Harriet  Searle,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Gil¬ 
bert  S.,  of  Bellwood,  Pennsylvania;  he  married  Mary 
Lytle,  and  they  have  two  children,  Marjorie  and 
Betty.  2.  Curtis  M.,  of  Spring  Mills,  Pennsylvania, 
who  married  Juniata  McMahon;  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Jean,  Ralph  Franklin,  and  Nancy.  3.  Grace 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Donald  S.  Bell, 
of  Wooster,  Ohio;  they  have  one  child,  Donald 
Curtis  Bell.  Dr.  Watts  is  justly  proud  of  his  grand¬ 
children  and  of  the  delightful  home  and  family  of 
which  he  is  the  head;  and  he  is  never  happier  than 
when  enjoying  the  companionship  that  they  and  his 
friends  afford  him. 


ROBERT  P.  CAMPBELL — Those  who  know  of 
the  famous  Penn  Cave,  near  Centre  Hall,  Centre 
County,  with  its  remarkable  lake,  may  not  realize 
that  this  body  of  water  is  artificial,  the  result  of  the 
clever  ideas  and  works  of  Robert  P.  Campbell.  This 
gentleman,  a  native  of  Fairbrook,  Centre  County, 
born  February  1,  1881,  is  a  member  of  pioneer  fam¬ 
ilies  of  this  section  of  the  State.  He  is  the  son  of 
Henry  Clay  and  Jane  (Bailey)  Campbell,  both  born 
in  Centre  County  and  both  long  intimately  connected 
with  its  affairs.  The  senior  Mr.  Campbell  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  a  soldier  of  Company  D, 
148th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  under 
General  James  A.  Beaver.  He  was  wounded  twice, 
then  assigned  to  the  commissary  department  for  the 
remaining  years  of  the  conflict.  Returning  to  Centre 
County,  he  farmed  for  a  long  period,  during  which 


time  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  upon  two 
occasions.  In  1899,  he  removed  to  State  College  and 
retired  from  active  business  except  for  his  continued 
service  over  many  years  as  a  director  of  the  Centre 
County  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Mr.  Campbell  died 
in  1904,  and  Mrs.  Campbell  passed  away  in  1907. 

Henry  Clay  and  Jane  (Bailey)  Campbell  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity,  of  which  Robert  P.,  was  the  ninth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  started  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Fairbrook,  and  continued  it  in  attendance  upon  the 
preparatory  department  of  Pennsylvania  State  Col¬ 
lege  and,  continuing  with  his  studies  in  the  institu¬ 
tion,  was  graduated  in  1904  as  a  civil  engineer.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  following  four  years  Mr.  Campbell  was  a 
successful  structural  iron  work  draughtsman,  but 
always  was  of  a  too  active  temperament  to  be  pleased 
with  the  office  confinement  required  by  his  profession. 
In  1908,  in  association  with  his  brother,  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  more  than  two  hundred  acres,  near  Center 
Hall,  Pennsylvania,  upon  which  was  the  celebrated 
Penn  Cave.  There  was  back  in  his  mind  the  hope  of 
developing  this  estate  as  a  first  class  resort,  but  it 
was  some  years  before  his  ideas  were  put  into  opera¬ 
tion.  In  1925  the  brothers  constructed  a  dam,  putting 
several  acres  under  water,  the  purpose  being  to  sup¬ 
ply  hydro-electric  power  and  light.  Two  years  later 
a  seventy-foot  tunnel  was  drilled  through  solid  rock 
to  permit  the  water  from  the  pond  to  flow  into  the 
cave,  forming  a  lake  of  a  sufficient  size  to  permit  of 
boating  under  conditions  unique  and  interesting.  The 
project  was  immediately  successful  and  attracted  a 
great  number  of  visitors. 

Robert  P.  Campbell  is  a  progressive  citizen  of 
whatsoever  place  he  makes  his  home,  and  is  interested 
and  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  community.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge,  Centre  Hall, 
and  the  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

On  June  1,  1911,  Mr.  Campbell  married  Edith 
Picken,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  R.  and  Sarah 
Jane  (McGarvey)  Picken.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Picken  was 
a  well-known  Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman  of 
English  birth  who  died  in  December,  1930.  Mrs. 
Picken  was  a  native  of  Huntingdon  County,  who  died 
in  1925.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  P.  Campbell  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  William  Picken,  June  Eliza¬ 
beth,  and  Robert  Clay  Campbell. 


STELLA  HANNAH  SPRAGUE— As  a  moul¬ 
der  of  the  young  lives  which  have  come  under  her 
instruction,  Miss  Stella  H.  Sprague  has  devoted  her 
talents  and  energies  for  more  than  twenty-eight  years. 
She  has  advanced  in  her  profession  to  the  principal- 
ship  of  the  Fourth  Ward  School  in  Bradford,  where 
her  services  are  highly  regarded.  Miss  Sprague  has 
traveled  extensively  in  the  Americas  and  Western 
Europe. 

Miss  Sprague  was  born  in  McKean  County  Febru¬ 
ary  9,  1888,  a  daughter  of  Frank  D.  and  Mary  Louisa 
Sprague.  Her  education  has  been  along  the  lines  of 
the  liberal  arts,  always  with  the  teaching  profession 
in  mind.  After  passing  through  the  elementary 
schools  of  McKean  County,  she  entered  the  Bradford 
High  School,  where  she  graduated  when  seventeen 
years  old.  She  began  at  once  her  teaching  career, 
and  has  since  supplemented  her  studies  with  work 
taken  at  Grove  City  (Pennsylvania)  College,  at 
Akron  (Ohio)  University,  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California,  and  at  Columbia  University,  at 
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which  last-named  institution  she  is  working  for  her 
Master’s  degree. 

For  seven  years  she  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  then  returned  to  her  home  county 
of  McKean,  where  she  has  been  professionally  en¬ 
gaged  for  nine  years.  There  followed  one  and  one- 
half  years  devoted  to  private  tutoring,  then  for  vary¬ 
ing  periods  she  taught  English  and  civics  in  various 
grades  and  in  junior  and  senior  high  schools.  All 
these  steps,  in  the  retrospect,  were  taking  her  to  the 
Fourth  Ward  School  in  Bradford,  where  she  has 
been  situated  since  1929. 

Education  and  pleasure  were  combined  to  make  a 
summer  in  South  America  and  a  summer  in  Europe 
most  helpful.  She  has  visited  all  the  countries  in 
what  is  popularly  called  Western  Europe,  having  ac¬ 
quainted  herself  with  the  manners  and  customs  of 
their  peoples  and  with  the  institutions  and  forms 
of  government  to  a  large  extent.  Her  professional 
affiliations  include  the  National  Education  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Elementary  Principals  Association  and  the 
National  Travel  Club.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Club  and  the  Business  and  Professional 
Woman’s  Club  of  Bradford,  and  her  religious  fellow¬ 
ship  is  with  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
this  city. 


WALTER  WELCH — A  self-made  man  in  the 
best  sense  of  this  term,  Mr.  Welch  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Clearfield 
County  bar.  Not  only  is  he  known  as  an  exception¬ 
ally  able,  resourceful  and  successful  lawyer,  but  he 
has  also  to  his  credit  an  enviable  record  as  dis¬ 
trict  attorney.  In  that  office  he  proved  himself  a 
fearless,  energetic  and  skillful  prosecutor.  Earlier  in 
his  career  he  had  given  proof  of  his  patriotism  by 
being  one  of  the  first  to  volunteer  for  military  serv¬ 
ice  during  the  Spanish-American  War.  In  taking 
this  step,  he  was  led  as  much  by  his  desire  to  serve 
his  country  as  by  his  love  of  liberty  and  justice, 
characteristics  which  have  been  notable  throughout 
his  entire  career.  The  success  attained  by  Mr.  Welch 
is  the  more  to  his  credit,  because  it  was  gained  in  the 
face  of  obstacles  and  difficulties,  which  might  have 
easily  discouraged  a  man  of  less  courage,  determina¬ 
tion  and  energy.  His  rise  from  the  position  of  a  poor 
boy  working  in  the  coal  mines  of  Clearfield  County 
to  that  of  a  recognized  leader  of  the  bar  constitutes 
a  rather  romantic  career,  but  his  success  has  been 
well  merited  and  can  be  ascribed  to  nothing  else 
except  to  Mr.  Welch’s  native  ability,  untiring  indus¬ 
try  and  energy,  unfaltering  faithfulness  and  unflinch¬ 
ing  determination.  The  high  respect  and  the  general 
confidence  which  his  fellow-citizens  have  given  him 
for  many  years  are,  therefore,  only  the  natural  result 
of  his  exceptional  talents  and  of  his  often  proven 
readiness  to  serve  the  common  welfare  to  the  best 
of  his  great  abilities. 

Walter  Welch  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Luzerne 
County,  and  raised  in  Woodward  Township,  Clear¬ 
field  County,  March  7,  1875,  a  son  of  Moses  and 
Catherine  (Pettit)  Welch,  who  were  among  the  first 
to  settle  in  the  celebrated  coal  fields  of  Houtzdale, 
having  come  into  that  region  in  the  late  ’sixties  on 
the  opening  of  the  Clearfield  development.  Mr. 
Welch  attended  the  local  schools  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  thirteen  years.  At  that  time  he  went  to  work 
in  the  coal  mines  to  help  eke  out  the  family’s  sub¬ 
sistence.  It  was  the  time  of  starvation  wages  for 
the  coal  miners.  For  ten  years  he  followed  this  heart¬ 
breaking  and  back-aching  labor,  first  “trapping,” 


then  mule-driving  and  handling  the  pick.  But  dur¬ 
ing  those  ten  years  Mr.  Welch  used  to  the  limit 
every  idle  day  and  his  free  evenings  to  supplement 
his  public  school  education  with  intensive  study  of 
higher  subjects.  For  he  had  set  his  face  toward  the 
goal  of  his  ambition  and,  if  hard  work,  earnest  effort, 
and  unflagging  energy  were  to  be  elements  of  his 
success,  he  surely  would  attain  his  objective.  That 
he  did  attain  it,  future  events  in  his  colorful  life 
amply  proved.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War  in  1898,  Mr.  Welch  was  the  first  man 
in  that  section  of  Clearfield  County  to  volunteer  for 
service,  and  he  was  also  the  first  man  in  that  region 
actually  to  enlist.  He  was  mustered  into  Company 
E,  5th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which 
was  recruited  at  Clearfield,  and  he  served  until  the 
close  of  hostilities.  With  the  declaration  of  peace,  he 
was  given  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned  to 
the  pursuits  of  a  civilian.  He  became  at  once  the 
confidential  secretary  of  Colonel  E.  A.  Irvin,  of  Cur- 
wensville,  one  of  the  largest  landowners  in  Clearfield 
County,  a  prominent  lumberman  and  the  owner  of 
immense  deposits  of  coal.  In  the  great  opportunities 
afforded  by  that  position  Mr.  Welch  measured  up  to 
the  expectations  of  his  employer  and,  during  the 
protracted  illness  of  Colonel  Irvin,  he  administered 
the  latter’s  affairs  in  a  manner  that  met  with  the 
sincere  gratitude  of  the  colonel’s  family.  All  this 
time,  though  he  could  see  just  ahead  of  him  the 
goal  of  wealth  and  an  assured  position  of  influence, 
if  he  would  remain  in  his  comfortable  and  lucrative 
position,  he  felt  within  him  with  constantly  increasing 
power  the  urge  to  enter  the  profession  of  the  law. 
He  yielded  and  entered  the  law  offices  of  Murray 
and  O’Laughlin,  prominent  lawyers  of  Clearfield. 
Diligent  application  to  the  study  of  Blackstone  and 
other  masters  of  jurisprudence  eventually  brought 
him  to  the  point  where  he  was  prepared  to  go  before 
the  State  Examining  Board,  and  he  successfully 
passed  the  tests.  He  was  about  to  ask  for  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  Clearfield  bar,  when  he  was  made  the 
recipient  of  a  highly  flattering  offer  of  a  position  in 
the  office  of  Sheriff-Elect  Cornelius  Allen.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  and  remained  with  Sheriff  Allen  for  three 
years,  making  an  enviable  record  for  integrity,  fidel¬ 
ity  to  his  superior,  and  faithfulness  in  every  detail  of 
the  work  entrusted  to  him.  When  Sheriff  Allen’s 
term  expired,  his  successor,  although  of  a  different 
political  faith,  requested  Mr.  Welch  to  continue  in 
his  former  capacity,  but  Mr.  Welch  had  determined 
to  take  up  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  at  once  was  nominated  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  for  the  office  of  district  attorney  of 
Clearfield  County.  He  failed  of  election  by  a  small 
plurality  given  his  opponent.  In  1912,  four  years 
after  his  first  attempt  to  gain  public  office,  he  again 
was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  same  office. 
This  time  he  was  swept  into  office  by  a  large  major¬ 
ity,  leading  the  party  vote  in  almost  every  election 
district  of  the  county.  Assuming  his  duties  of  county 
prosecutor,  Mr.  Welch,  among  other  staggering  items, 
was  faced  with  the  trial  of  ten  homicide  cases  that 
had  resulted  from  a  crime  wave  that  swept  over  his 
jurdisdiction.  This  constituted,  all  told,  the  largest 
volume  of  criminal  court  business  that  had  con¬ 
fronted  a  district  attorney  for  Clearfield  County  in 
a  long  period  of  years.  Into  this  work  Mr.  Welch 
threw  himself  with  characteristic  energy  and  pro¬ 
fessional  skill.  Within  a  comparatively  short  space 
of  time  the  court  and  his  office  saw  the  calendar 
cleared  of  every  one  of  those  cases.  A  number  of 
the  defendants  had  been  punished  to  the  extent  of 
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the  law,  a  few  of  the  murderers  having  been  found 
guilty,  and  suffered  execution.  Throughout  the  term 
of  his  office  Mr.  Welch  continued  his  good  work  as 
district  attorney.  It  has  been  said  of  him:  “He 
brought  to  the  office  a  clean  record,  and  he  left  it 
just  as  clean  in  every  respect.” 

For  more  than  twenty  years  Mr.  Welch  has  been 
a  director  and  the  secretary  of  the  Clearfield  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  and  the  Commercial  Law 
League  of  America,  and  he  was  secretary  of  the 
District  Attorneys’  Association  during  his  tenure  of 
office.  A  leading  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  he  has  served  Clearfield  Council  two  terms  as 
its  Grand  Knight,  fourth  degree.  He  has  been  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Clearfield  Fire  Department  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  terms,  and  has  filled  many  honorary  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  Spanish  War  Veterans’  Association. 

Mr.  Welch  married,  in  1904,  Minnie  Bilger,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alfred  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Webber)  Bilger,  of 
Curwensville.  Mrs.  Welch’s  father  is  now  deceased. 


HON.  ELLIS  LEWIS  ORVIS— For  more  than 
half  a  century  Judge  Orvis  has  been  one  of  the  best 
known  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Centre 
County.  Both  as  a  practicing  lawyer  and  as  a  judge 
he  has  made  an  enviable  record.  Though  his  pro¬ 
fessional  activities  have  always  received  the  major 
share  of  his  time  and  attention,  he  has  many  other 
interests.  He  is  president  of  several  corporations, 
which  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  his  business  and 
executive  ability  and  he  is  also  well  known  in  fra¬ 
ternal  circles.  His  position  in  the  community  quite 
naturally  is  one  of  importance  and  influence  and  he 
has  always  used  it  to  further  the  best  interests  of 
Belle fonte  and  of  Centre  County,  which  owe  much 
to  him  for  his  public  spirit  and  for  his  unselfish 
work  in  behalf  of  their  progress  and  welfare.  His 
long  career  has  been  filled  with  useful  activities  and 
the  high  respect  and  great  regard,  in  which  he  is 
held  by  everybody  are  well  deserved. 

Ellis  Lewis  Orvis  was  born  at  Lock  Haven,  Clin¬ 
ton  County,  November  16,  1857,  a  son  of  the  late 
Judge  John  Holden  and  Caroline  Elizabeth  (At¬ 
wood)  Orvis,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His 
father  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  member  of 
the  legal  profession  and  at  one  time  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Hartranff  appointed  him  judge  of  Centre,  Clin¬ 
ton  and  Clearfield  counties.  Later,  in  1874,  he  was 
elected  to  this  office  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  Before 
retiring  from  the  bench,  in  1883,  he  became  president 
judge  of  Centre  and  Huntingdon  counties.  Resign¬ 
ing  after  nine  years,  he  resumed  the  private  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  partnership  with  his  son,  the  subject 
of  this  article.  Judge  John  H.  Orvis  was  widely 
recognized  authority  on  land  law  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  son  enjoys  a  similar  reputation,  the  latter 
today  ranking  as  an  outstanding  expert  in  this 
branch  of  his  profession.  Alone  or  in  partnership 
they  handled  many  important  cases,  some  of  which 
reached  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and 
there  were  decided  in  favor  of  the  litigants  rep¬ 
resented  by  Judge  Orvis  and  his  son.  Judge  John 
H.  Orvis  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  during  which 
he  served  in  the  Union  Army  with  the  rank  of  ser¬ 
geant.  He  died  in  1893.  Judge  and  Mrs.  John  Hol¬ 
den  Orvis  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Ellis 
Lewis,  of  whom  further.  2.  William,  now  deceased. 
3.  Jennie,  the  widow  of  Albert  Canfield,  of  Wyncote, 
Pennsylvania.  4.  Anna,  the  widow  of  Judge  Harry 


Keller  of  Bellefonte.  5.  Caroline,  the  wife  of  W.  C. 
Stoddard,  of  Philadelphia. 

Judge  Ellis  Lewis  Orvis  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  under  private  tutors  and  then  was  graduated 
from  Bellefonte  Academy.  In  1872  he  entered  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1876,  receiving  later,  in  1880,  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts.  After  leaving  college  Judge  Orvis 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  late  Governor  Beaver. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880,  he  practiced  law  for 
himself  for  some  time.  After  his  father  retired  from 
the  bench,  in  1883,  he  joined  him  as  a  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Orvis,  Bower  and  Orvis.  The  elder 
Judge  Orvis  died  in  1893  and  Mr.  Bower  in  1903  and 
since  then  Judge  Orvis  has  practiced  law  alone. 
However,  in  1904,  he  was  elected  president  judge,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  with  characteristic  ability, 
efficiency  and  conscientiousness  for  eleven  years. 
Judge  Orvis  has  long  been  prominently  active  in  the 
world  of  business.  He  is  president  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Union  Telephone  Company  of  Huntingdon  and 
Clearfield  counties,  the  Commercial  Union  Telephone 
Company,  the  Hays  Run  Fire  Brick  Company  and 
the  Centre  Brick  and  Clay  Company.  In  1916  Judge 
Orvis  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  office 
of  United  States  Senator.  At  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  held  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  of  Bellefonte  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  latter  he  is  a  Past  Master. 

Judge  Orvis  married  Mary  Lowery  Lyon,  who 
died  August  2,  1931.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Orvis  became 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Ann,  who  married 
Captain  Clarence  Arnold,  United  States  Navy,  and 
who  died  in  1921.  2.  Caroline  Elizabeth,  now  the 
wife  of  Arnold  Driscoll.  By  a  previous  marriage 
to  Lewis  B.  Harvey,  Mrs.  Driscoll  is  the  mother  of 
two  children:  i.  Mary,  who  married  Craig  Scott,  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  who  is  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Cynthia  Ann  Scott,  ii.  Ellis  Orvis  Harvey, 
now  a  student  at  Williams  College,  class  of  1933. 


W.  SCOTT  CRAIN — A  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Port  Matilda,  Centre  County,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  resident  throughout  most  of  his 
life,  W.  Scott  Crain  is  numbered  among  its  leading 
business  men  and  civic  leaders.  He  is  a  native  of 
Centre  County,  born  February  24,  1877,  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Gilbert  Lloyd  and  Catherine  (Merriman)  Crain. 
His  father  came  originally  from  Huntingdon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  his  mother  was  born  in  Centre  County. 
The  senior  Mr.  Crain  was,  for  fifty-three  years,  track 
foreman  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  System  with 
headquarters  at  Port  Matilda.  He  was  prominent  in 
local  affairs  and  was,  for  twenty-seven  years,  the 
Sunday  school  superintendent  of  the  Port  Matilda 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  January  28, 
1914;  Mrs.  Crain’s  demise  occurred  on  December 
17,  1921.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
1.  Annie,  wife  of  W.  T.  Hover,  of  Port  Matilda.  2. 
Ella,  wife  of  P.  B.  Woodring,  of  Port  Matilda.  3. 
Charles  W.,  of  Port  Matilda.  4.  John  H.,  veteran 
of  the  Spanish-American  War,  also  living  at  Port 
Matilda.  5.  W.  Scott,  of  whom  further.  6.  Murley 
Belle,  deceased.  7.  Minnie,  wife  of  W.  J.  Woodring, 
of  Port  Matilda.  8.  Ethel,  wife  of  D.  F.  Funk,  of 
the  same  town.  9.  Harrison  M.,  of  Port  Matilda, 
who  served  overseas  one  and  a  half  years  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  the  World  War. 
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W.  Scott  Crain  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Port  Matilda,  and  among  his  first  occupations  was 
that  of  teaching  school  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  by 
no  means  convinced  that  teaching  was  his  calling, 
although  more  or  less  intellectual  in  his  tastes  and  of 
an  inquiring  mind,  mentally.  Living  where  there  was 
still  a  good  deal  of  uncut  timber,  he  started  in  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lumber  business  and  has  continued  in 
this  line  ever  since  with  marked  success.  He  spe¬ 
cializes  on  mine  props  and  rail  ties,  and  is  credited 
with  sending  out  of  his  valley  the  first  full  carload 
of  mine  props.  Mr.  Crain  has  always  played  an 
active  role  in  the  affairs  of  his  community.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  interested  in  its  works. 

W.  Scott  Crain  married  (first)  in  1900,  Nannie 
Williams,  who  died  in  1911,  leaving  three  children: 

1.  Helen,  wife  of  Stanley  Williams,  of  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  2.  Agnes,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey.  3.  Jose¬ 
phine,  residing  at  home.  He  married  (second)  Ruth 
Cowher,  of  Port  Matilda,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Teddy  Scott,  born  June  19,  1919. 

2.  Betty  Jane,  born  December  22,  1920.  3.  Lena  Faye, 
born  July  17,  1922.  4.  Patsy  Loraine,  born  June  25, 
1923. 


FRANK  A.  HESS — As  workmen’s  compensation 
referee  under  appointment  from  the  Governor,  Frank 
A.  Hess  occupies  a  responsible  position  which  he 
administers  with  efficient  success.  He  is  a  native 
and  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  DuBois,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Mr.  Hess  was  born  at  DuBois  on  May  23,  1892,  a 
son  of  John  B.  and  Ida  M.  (Williams)  Hess,  both  of 
whom  were  also  born  in  this  State.  The  father,  who 
died  in  1913,  was  a  merchant  by  occupation  and  was 
serving  as  postmaster  of  DuBois  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Ida  M.  (Williams)  Hess  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  passing  away  in  1927.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Frank  A.,  of  this 
record.  2.  Harry,  of  DuBois.  3.  Mary,  wife  of 
Joseph  Gratton  of  Erie. 

Frank  A.  Hess  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  birthplace.  He  entered  the  local  postal  service 
where  he  remained  until  1920.  His  faithful  and 
effective  service  there  brought  him  an  appointment  in 
1920  to  a  position  with  the  Workman’s  Compensation 
Bureau  of  the  State  government  which  he  filled  for 
several  years,  Thereafter,  until  1927,  he  served  with 
the  Bureau  of  Rehabilitation,  and  was  then  appointed 
by  Governor  Fisher  as  workmen’s  compensation  ref¬ 
eree.  For  this  office  he  was  well  qualified  by  previous 
experience  and  native  ability,  and  his  record  as  com¬ 
pensation  referee  has  won  him  wide  respect. 

Mr.  Hess  has  given  his  time  and  effort  without 
qualification  to  the  duties  of  his  position  and  has  had 
little  leisure  for  outside  interests.  He  is  well  known, 
however,  throughout  the  State  and  has  many  friends 
both  at  DuBois,  where  he  continues  to  make  his 
home,  and  elsewhere  within  its  boundaries.  Mr.  Hess 
is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Aside 
from  his  service  to  the  State,  he  devotes  his  time 
chiefly  to  his  family. 

On  June  15,  1913,  Frank  A.  Hess  married  Hazel 
Morris,  who  was  born  in  Ridgway.  They  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  John  B.,  Betty,  James  M., 
Jeanne,  Richard  T.,  Margaret  Mary,  and  Francis 
William. 


CAPTAIN  RALPH  TENNYSON  SMITH— A 

native  son  of  Bellefonte  and  a  man  who  has  con¬ 
tributed  notably  to  the  well-being  of  this  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  community  through  his  varied  activities,  espe¬ 
cially  as  associate  editor  of  the  “Centre  County 
Democrat,”  Captain  Ralph  Tennyson  Smith  holds  a 
position  of  esteem  and  respect  among  his  ‘fellow- 
citizens  in  this  place. 

Captain  Smith  was  born  on  April  4,  1901,  in  Belle¬ 
fonte,  son  of  O.  P.  Morton  and  Ann  (Koontz) 
Smith,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Centre  County. 
His  father  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  postal 
service.  To  the  father  and  mother,  six  children  were 
bom:  1.  Ralph  Tennyson,  whose  name  heads  this 
review.  2.  Eloise,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
Bottorf,  of  Bellefonte.  3.  Lucille,  who  was  wedded 
to  Wray  E.  Houston,  of  Pittsburgh.  4.  Margaret, 
who  is  now  deceased.  5.  Florence,  living  at  home 
with  her  family.  6.  Betty,  also  living  at  home. 

Of  these,  Ralph  Tennyson  Smith  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  Bellefonte,  the 
community  in  which  he  was  destined  to  perform  his 
life’s  work  in  subsequent  years,  and  where  he  is  now 
so  active  in  military  affairs  as  a  captain  of  cavalry. 
He  was  graduated  in  1919  from  the  local  high  school, 
whereupon  he  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  to  associate 
himself  with  the  Ford  automobile  manufacturing 
plant.  There  he  stayed  for  a  year,  until  he  returned 
to  Bellefonte.  And  in  this  city,  he  was  for  ten  years 
associated  with  the  “Centre  County  Democrat”  as  its 
associate  editor,  so  continuing  until  his  resignation 
in  1931  in  order  to  attend  the  United  States  Cavalry 
School  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

This  brings  us  to  another  phase  of  the  career  of 
Captain  Smith,  his  military  labors.  In  1918  he  en¬ 
listed  for  service  in  the  United  States  Army  during 
the  World  War,  becoming  affiliated  with  Company 
E  of  the  51st  Engineers,  6th  Division,  and  serving 
overseas  until  his  return  to  Bellefonte  in  1919  after 
his  discharge  from  the  army.  On  June  10,  1921,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,  and  served  through  the  various  grades  until 
his  appointment  to  the  captaincy  in  October,  1927.  He 
was  made  captain  of  the  local  barracks  of  Troop  L, 
103d  Cavalry,  and  has  so  continued  down  to  the  time 
of  writing.  In  all  his  work  and  in  the  varied  affilia¬ 
tions  of  his  career,  Captain  Smith  has  carried  on  his 
activities  with  a  high  sense  of  public  spirit  and  with 
a  view  toward  making  himself  a  useful  member  of 
society. 

He  is  deeply  interested  in  several  civic,  social  and 
fraternal  groups  and  their  work  in  the  community 
of  Bellefonte,  being  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  as  well  as  of  the  American 
Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  His 
church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal.  Each  of  the 
organizations  with  which  he  is  connected  has  in  some 
definite  way  gained  from  his  participation  in  its 
affairs,  with  the  result  that  he  stands  out  as  a  leader 
in  his  city  and  among  its  people,  holding  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  high  regard  of  all. 

Captain  Ralph  Tennyson  Smith  married,  on  May 
13,  1922,  Ann  Rider,  a  native  of  Bellefonte. 


PROF.  CLARENCE  GEORGE  KRISE— The 

work  of  Professor  Clarence  G.  Krise  has  been  in 
recent  years  in  business  school  administration  in 
DuBois,  Clearfield  County,  where  he  is  president  of 
the  DuBois  Business  College.  His  labors  have  been 
useful  in  a  variety  of  realms  of  business  and  academic 
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life,  however,  over  the  whole  period  of  his  active 
career,  giving  him  valuable  experience  for  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  the  great  school  that  he  now 
heads. 

Clarence  George  Krise  was  born  at  Fallen  Timber, 
Pennsylvania,  on  December  8,  1892,  son  of  George 
W.  and  Sarah  Catherine  (Esch)  Krise,  both  natives 
of  Cambria  County,  where  the  father  was  for  many 
years  a  respected  farmer.  The  mother  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
1.  John  C.,  of  Fallen  Timber.  2.  Walter  F.,  of  Bell- 
wood.  3.  Alda  M.,  who  is  now  deceased.  4.  Blair 
A.,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother  Clarence  G.  in 
the  conduct  of  the  DuBois  Business  College.  5.  Clar¬ 
ence  George,  of  further  mention.  6.  Eula  Catherine, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Roy  A.  Beers,  of  Bellwood. 
7.  Mary  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Oscar  Peterson, 
of  McKeesport. 

Of  these,  Clarence  G.  Krise,  whose  name  heads 
this  review,  early  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Cambria  County,  later  becoming  a  student  at  the 
Cambria  County  Preparatory  School,  at  Ebensburg. 
While  still  a  student,  he  began  teaching  in  this  county 
to  earn  his  way  through  school,  matriculating  then  at 
Valparaiso  University,  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1912  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  He  taught  for  a  year  thereafter,  and  then 
was  superintendent  of  coal  mines  at  Fallen  Timber 
for  a  period  of  two  years. 

In  1915  he  began  his  connection  with  the  business 
school  field  of  educative  work,  taking  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  college  at  DuBois.  On  account  of  failing  health, 
he  sold  his  interest  in  the  school  in  1921,  going  to 
Florida  to  recuperate  and  staying  there  for  two  years. 
In  1923  he  returned  North,  but  was  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  time  before  resuming  his  academic  duties. 
He  served  as  auditor  with  the  West  Penn  Power 
Company,  at  Pittsburgh,  until  1927,  when,  coming 
once  more  to  DuBois,  he  again  took  up  management 
of  the  DuBois  Business  College,  of  which  he  is  now 
the  president. 

His  work  in  the  realm  of  commercial  education  has 
been  productive  of  much  good,  not  only  training 
students  for  the  trades  and  for  business  life,  but  at 
the  same  time  enriching  their  lives  through  acquaint¬ 
ing  them  with  many  elements  of  a  liberal  education 
that  they  might  otherwise  never  receive.  Professor 
Krise  has  not,  however,  confined  his  work  to  educa¬ 
tion  alone,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  taken  part  in 
social,  civic  and  fraternal  affairs.  A  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  affiliated,  in  this 
order,  with  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  is  a  Past  Master  of 
his  lodge.  His  church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 
Into  all  his  activities  and  associations,  he  has  con¬ 
sistently  put  his  best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure 
of  enthusiasm,  with  the  result  that  he  is  esteemed  and 
respected  among  his  fellowmen  in  widely  varying 
walks  of  life,  and  is  able  to  participate  usefully  in 
worth  while  projects  and  undertakings. 

Professor  Clarence  G.  Krise  married,  on  August 
26,  1922,  Ruth  Naomi  Kline,  a  native  of  Clearfield 
County,  and  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  S.  and  Alice  (Mc¬ 
Intosh)  Kline. 


JOHN  L.  HOLMES  — Active  in  many  different 
phases  of  the  public  life  of  State  College,  Centre 
County,  John  L.  Holmes  has  richly  contributed  to 
his  native  State,  having  served,  since  1924,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Legislature,  to  which  he  has  been 
returned  by  repeated  reelection. 


Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in  College  Township,  Centre 
County,  on  February  20,  1868,  son  of  James  H.  and 
Emily  (McKibben)  Holmes,  both  natives  of  this 
same  county,  where  Mr.  Holmes  was  a  farmer.  The 
parents,  who  are  now  deceased,  had  a  family  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  John  L.  Holmes,  of  this  review, 
was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Centre  County,  also 
attending  Spring  Mill  Academy  and  the  preparatory 
department  of  Pennsylvania  State  College.  Teach¬ 
ing  for  ten  years  in  Centre  County,  he  decided,  at  the 
conclusion  of  that  period,  to  go  into  business ;  and, 
for  six  years  thereafter,  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
work,  at  the  same  time  studying  commercial  law  and 
so  preparing  himself  for  the  work  that  lay  ahead  of 
him,  though  he  then  had,  of  course,  but  a  vague  ink¬ 
ling  of  what  that  work  was  to  be.  Before  long  came 
an  appointment  as  notary  public;  and  then  he  ex¬ 
tended  his  business  interests  into  the  real  estate  and 
conveyance  field,  in  which  he  continues  today. 

It  is  probably  in  his  public  life,  however,  that  he 
has  performed  his  most  important  service.  For  a 
considerable  period  he  was  burgess  of  the  town  of 
State  College;  and  during  the  World  War  period,  he 
was  on  all  the  different  boards  and  commissions  that 
were  engaged  in  wartime  work.  In  1924  came  his 
election  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature, 
to  which  he  has  been  repeatedly  reelected  and  in  which 
he  is  still  serving  faithfully  and  effectively  in  1932. 

Numerous  State  college  institutions  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  Holmes  for  his  consistent  labors  on  their 
behalf ;  for  he  has  given  freely  and  intelligently  of 
his  abilities  and  talents  to  these  groups — educational, 
business,  civic,  social  and  fraternal.  Among  them  is 
the  State  College  Public  Library,  of  which  he  is 
president.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Centre  County 
Motor  Company  and  a  director  of  the  National  Bank 
of  State  College.  He  is  president,  likewise,  of  the 
Mount  Nittany  Building  and  Loan  Association,  as 
well  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Presbyterian  Home,  Hollidaysburg. 

A  leader  in  fraternal  circles,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Pa¬ 
triotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  America.  Nor  have  all 
his  numerous  activities  prevented  him  from  devoting 
a  great  deal  of  time  to  religious  work;  for,  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he 
has  served  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  elder  and 
clerk  of  the  session.  There  is  practically  no  realm 
of  State  College  and  Pennsylvania  life,  it  may  be 
readily  seen,  in  which  Mr.  Holmes  has  not  been 
keenly  interested;  and  his  labors  have  brought  him 
the  warm  esteem  and  affection  of  his  fellowmen  in 
widely  varying  walks  of  life. 

John  L.  Holmes  married  Mittie  E.  Fye,  who  was 
born  in  Centre  County.  They  have  had  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Virginia  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  W. 
C.  Derwood,  of  Altoona.  2.  Adelene,  the  wife  of 
William  B.  Keeler,  of  State  College.  3.  John  L-,  Jr., 
of  Tyrone.  4.  William  F.,  of  State  College. 


LEVI  MORRISON,  statesman,  newspaper  pub¬ 
lisher,  lumber  operator,  agriculturalist  and  man  of 
affairs,  was  born  in  Sheakleyville,  Mercer  County 
(at  that  time  known  as  Georgetown),  August  8, 
1839.  He  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Julia  Ann 
(Snider)  Morrison,  the  Morrison  family  coming  to 
Pennsylvania  from  Maryland  two  generations  before. 

Levi  Morrison  received  his  academic  instruction  in 
public  and  private  schools  of  his  native  community. 
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When  thirty  years  of  age,  in  1869,  he  went  into  busi¬ 
ness  as  manufacturer  of  oil  barrel  staves,  railroad 
ties  and  lumber,  operating  through  Pennsylvania  and 
West  Virginia.  He  continued  with  ascending  pres¬ 
tige  in  the  lumber  trade  until  1890,  then  disposed  of 
his  holdings  in  the  South  to  give  his  attention  to 
other  responsibilities.  These  were  many  and  varied, 
centered  in  financial,  publishing  and  political  fields. 

For  three  terms,  1884-99  and  1901,  he  repre¬ 
sented  Mercer  County  in  the  Pennsylvania  House  of 
Representatives.  During  two  joint  sessions  held  in 
1899  to  elect  a  Senator  to  Washington,  he  acted  as 
Speaker  of  the  House,  pro  tern,  and  his  leadership 
gave  him  an  extended  influence  during  three  decades, 
between  1880  and  the  time  of  his  demise.  In  1894, 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
attended  the  Farmers’  National  Congress;  and  he 
attended  the  sessions  of  this  body  for  many  years 
thereafter.  For  twelve  years  he  served  as  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Congress,  and  in 
1916  was  elected  national  treasurer. 

One  of  the  founders  of  the  Advance- Argus  Com¬ 
pany,  newspaper  publishers  of  Greenville,  he  was 
senior  member  and  principal  owner  of  the  company. 
This  culminated  in  the  consolidation  of  four  news¬ 
papers  now  represented  in  the  contemporary  “Record- 
Argus,”  of  Greenville.  The  Advance- Argus  Com¬ 
pany  still  does  the  publishing,  though  the  name  of  the 
paper  has  been  altered  as  noted;  branch  offices  are 
maintained  at  Stoneboro  and  Jamestown;  and  John 
L.  Morrison  (q.  v.),  son  of  Levi  Morrison  is  sole 
owner  and  director.  The  original  weekly,  whence  the 
contemporary  journal  sprang,  was  established  in 
Greenville  in  1848.  Consolidation  with  other  papers 
has  strengthened  the  original  company  and  its  succeed¬ 
ing  company,  these  including  mergers  of  the  Green¬ 
ville  “Evening  Record,”  the  Jamestown  “Argus- 
World,”  and  the  Stoneboro  “Citizen,”  with  the  Green¬ 
ville  “Advance-Argus,”  all  gathered  into  the  strong 
combination  of  the  current  “Record-Argus.” 

In  1863,  when  twenty-three  years  old,  Levi  Morri¬ 
son  joined  the  55th  Pennsylvania  Militia,  as  a  private. 
This  regiment  was  immediately  mustered  into  the 
Union  Army  at  the  time  of  the  “Morgan  raids,”  in 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  always  interested  in  military 
affairs  thence  onward,  and  maintained  many  com¬ 
panionships  of  wartime  days.  He  was  a  man  fond  of 
social  diversion ;  had  many  close  friends  in  every 
walk  of  life;  and  gave  his  religious  adherence  to  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Levi  Morrison  married  Caroline  S.  Philips,  of 
Sheakleyville,  May  28,  1868;  and  Mrs.  Morrison’s 
death  occurred,  in  Greenville,  December  31,  1910. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Morrison’s  death,  in  1917,  he 
was  regarded,  rightly,  as  one  of  the  foremost  men 
of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  with  the  passage 
of  years  his  service  to  the  people  increased,  first  as 
statesman,  and  later  and  more  notably  as  a  national 
figure  in  connection  with  the  Farmers’  Congress.  His 
name  will  be  preserved  for  all  time  to  come  on  the 
rolls  of  the  State’s  honored  leaders  of  the  past. 


JOHN  L.  MORRISON— Editor  and  publisher  of 
the  “Record-Argus,”  well  known  evening  Associated 
Press  newspaper  of  Greenville,  Mercer  County,  John 
L.  Morrison  has  engaged  at  journalism,  both  as  a 
business  and  profession,  most  of  his  life.  As  owner 
and  director  of  the  “Record-Argus”  he  controls  a 
powerful  journal,  with  which  his  family  has  been 


connected  long.  The  paper  is  the  outgrowth  of  num¬ 
erous  weeklies,  combined  at  length  under  the  Morri¬ 
son  control,  and  here  a  brief  account  of  its  evolution 
is  of  interest. 

The  “Weekly  Express,”  established  in  1848  by  J. 
W.  Mason,  was  the  nucleus  from  which  the  “Record- 
Argus”  ultimately  took  shape.  Originally  it  was  a 
six-column  sheet,  but  soon  was  changed  to  seven 
columns.  The  Rev.  William  Orvis  bought  the  paper 
in  1852  and  changed  its  name  to  the  “Independent 
Press,”  conducting  it  as  a  medium  against  slavery  in 
particular.  A  Mr.  Laird  had  it  next;  he  soon  sold 
out  to  a  Mr.  Campbell,  who  changed  the  name  to 
the  “Shenango  Valley  Times,”  selling  to  W.  Hamil¬ 
ton.  W.  F.  Chalfant  then  became  publisher.  He 
changed  the  name  to  “The  Argus,”  and  continued  in 
charge  until  1861,  when  J.  C.  Brown  became  editor 
and  publisher.  In  1863,  F.  H.  Braggins  bought  the 
plant  and  ran  it  until  1869,  when  Jacob  Miller  became 
owner.  W.  F.  Chalfant  again  took  it  over,  sold  it  to 
Harry  Watson  in  1872,  and  Mr.  Watson  changed  the 
name  from  “The  Argus”  to  “Shenango  Valley  Argus,” 
under  which  name  it  wras  sold  in  1875  to  George 
Morgan.  Meanwhile,  beginning  in  1856,  the  paper 
had  advocated  grouping  the  principles  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  into  a  solidified  platform  for  a  national 
party  organization. 

In  1877  J.  C.  Brown  again  purchased  the  paper. 
In  November  of  that  year  he  brought  about  a  con¬ 
solidation  with  the  old  “Advance,”  and  himself  con¬ 
tinued  as  editor  for  a  year.  In  1878,  Leech  and 
Beachler  took  over  the  property,  the  paper  being 
known  as  the  “Advance  Argus.”  Mr.  Leech  withdrew, 
and  in  1880  Mr.  Brown  joined  Mr.  Beachler  as 
partner.  Rev.  L.  Hippee  succeeded  Mr.  Beachler  in 
1885;  Brown  and  Hippee  continued  as  the  publishers 
until  1890,  and  in  that  year  the  publication  passed 
into  the  hands  of  L.  Hippee  and  Levi  Morrison.  The 
firm  became  Hippee  and  Morrison.  It  was  continued 
that  way  until  1896.  Levi  Morrison  then  bought  out 
the  Hippee  interest,  became  sole  owner,  and  published 
the  paper,  still  a  weekly,  the  controlling  firm  having 
the  name  of  the  Argus- Advance  Company.  Levi 
Morrison  continued  an  active  figure  with  the  paper, 
and  in  Republican  circles,  until  his  death  in  1917. 
His  son,  John  L.  Morrison,  who  had  taken  the  edi¬ 
torial  chair,  as  a  part  owner,  succeeded  his  father  as 
sole  owner,  continuing  as  editor  also.  Together  the 
Morrisons,  father  and  son,  established  the  “Evening 
Record,”  in  1897;  however  they  continued  the  weekly 
paper,  the  “Argus-Advance.”  In  1922  John  L.  Mor¬ 
rison  established  a  third  paper,  the  “Stoneboro  Citi¬ 
zen,”  and  a  fourth,  the  “Jamestown  Argus-World,” 
both  weeklies.  On  January  1,  1925,  all  three  of  the 
weeklies  (the  two  new  ones  and  the  historic  old  one) 
were  consolidated  under  the  spread  of  the  daily  pub¬ 
lication  ;  and  the  “Record-Argus”  emerged  a  new 
child  from  that  union,  with  ten  to  sixteen  pages 
daily,  eight  columns  to  the  page,  and  a  large  circula¬ 
tion.  Leading  features  of  the  times,  the  Associated 
Press,  and  especially  news  of  county  and  local  af¬ 
fairs,  these  are  its  stronghold.  It  covers  Mercer  and 
southwestern  Crawford  counties  like  a  blanket;  cir¬ 
culates  intensively  over  a  radius  of  twenty  miles ; 
maintains  branches  at  Jamestown  and  Mercer,  and  has 
a  list  of  forty  correspondents  always  on  the  alert  for 
news. 

John  L.  Morrison  is  a  native  of  Sheakleyville,  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  a  son  of  Levi  Morrison  and  Caroline  S. 
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(Philips)  Morrison  (q.  v.),  the  Philips  family  of 
Chester  County  being  old  in  the  history  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  State.  Mr.  Morrison  received  his  preparatory 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  and  at  an  academy, 
graduated  from  Grove  City  College,  took  special 
courses  at  Paine’s  Uptown  Business  College  in  New 
York  City,  and  became  editor  of  his  father’s  weekly 
paper  before  he  was  of  age.  As  editor,  then  as 
editor  and  owner,  his  connection  with  the  paper  has 
been  continuous.  Occasionally,  however,  he  has  gone 
afield,  spending  some  years  in  banking  and  brokerage 
activities  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  For  a 
short  time  Mr.  Morrison  served  as  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  “Evening  Bulletin,”  Philadelphia,  in 
1918;  he  has  done  some  writing  for  the  magazines, 
and  at  one  time  wrote  special  articles  for  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  “Sunday  Leader.”  He  figured  in  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  Roosevelt,  1912,  as  delegate,  a  district  man¬ 
ager,  member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  and 
vice-chairman  of  the  Progressive  National  Finance 
Committee,  New  York,  and  assistant  to  the  chairman 
of  the  western  campaign,  Chicago.  He  served  as 
member  of  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Board  of 
Pennsylvania  from  June,  1923,  until  February,  1931. 
He  was  president  of  the  state  organization  of  the 
Associated  Press,  in  1931,  and  is  a  member  of  vari¬ 
ous  newspaper  associations.  In  Philadelphia  he  is 
active  as  member  of  the  Philobiblon  Club,  and  in 
New  York  as  member  of  the  Fossils.  He  is  a  member 
of  Pennsylvania  Chapter,  Sons  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  the  Baronial  Order  of  Runnemede,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  His  church  is  the  Baptist. 

Mr.  Morrison  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Daisy  Thorne,  of  Greenville. 


SAMUEL  WILSON,  lawyer,  Republican  leader 
and  oil  and  gas  operator,  was  born  September  12, 
1884,  in  Clarion,  where  his  career  has  had  its  center 
since  then.  His  parents  both  were  natives  of  Clarion 
County.  William  Day  Wilson,  the  father,  was  of 
prominence  in  the  lumber  trade,  and  for  seventeen 
years  served  as  postmaster  of  Clarion.  He  was  a 
man  of  influence  in  the  Republican  party.  His  widow, 
Kate  (Keatley)  Wilson,  continues  to  reside  in 
Clarion.  In  the  family  were  children  as  follows: 
1.  John  K.,  now  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  2.  Samuel, 
of  whom  we  write.  3.  Sarah,  wife  of  Dr.  Charles 
Stanton,  Pittsburgh.  4.  Kathleen,  since  deceased; 
former  wife  of  Frank  R.  Gladden,  of  Ridgway.  5. 
Louise,  wife  of  Hudson  Chandler,  Connellsville. 

Samuel  Wilson  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community  and  entered  Clarion  State  Teach¬ 
ers’  College,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  1902,  at 
the  age  of  only  seventeen.  He  then  entered  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  intending  to  make  his  career  that  of 
a  physician  and  surgeon;  and  he  was  there  three 
years,  deciding  then  he  would  prefer  another  type  of 
career,  probably  the  law.  Meanwhile  he  went  to 
work  in  steel  mills  of  Pittsburgh,  worked  there  three 
years,  and  had  experience  in  fourteen  mills  all  told. 
His  mind  now  was  decided  definitely  in  favor  of  the 
law,  and  returning  to  Clarion  he  read  law,  in  the 
offices  of  Judge  Theo.  L.  Wilson,  for  two  years. 
Supplementing  his  reading,  he  attended  the  Dickinson 
Law  School,  and  in  1910,  aged,  twenty-five,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Since  that  year  Mr.  Wilson  has  practiced 
continuously  in  Clarion.  His  clientele  is  made  up  of 
a  distinguished  body  of  men  and  corporations,  and 
his  reputation  in  that  more-than-score-of-years  has 
grown  to  true  renown  in  circles  of  the  legal  profes¬ 


sion.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Standard  Fuel  Company, 
Walston  Gas  Company,  Wilma  Gas  Corporation  and 
Wilma  Gas  Company,  as  well  as  a  partner  in  the 
insurance  firm  of  Wilson  and  Clough,  of  Clarion. 
Included  amongst  the  firms,  for  which  he  acts  as 
attorney,  are:  Berney  Bond  Gas  Company  of  Clarion, 
Redbank  Gas  Corporation  of  Bradford,  Hanley  and 
Bird  of  Bradford,  Frick  and  Lindsay  Company,  R. 
G.  Dun  and  Company,  Sears  Roebuck  and  Company, 
Montgomery  Ward  and  Company,  J.  C.  Penny  Com¬ 
pany  and  many  other  corporations. 

A  Republican,  public-spirited  citizen,  interested  in 
the  consistent  advancement  of  civic  affairs,  he  wields 
an  extended  influence  locally  in  questions  of  policy, 
and  is  acknowledged  a  leader  whose  support  gives  to 
city  and  county  the  best  of  an  able  talent.  Twice  he 
was  elected  burgess  of  Clarion  and  for  three  terms 
Mr.  Wilson  served  notably  as  chairman  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  County  Committee.  Fraternally  popular,  he 
is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  277,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Clarion  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  1929  he  served  as 
president  of  the  Clarion  Kiwanis  Club  and  since  then 
has  been  district  trustee  of  Kiwanis.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Jaffa  Club  and  the  Keystone  Athletic 
Club  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Clarion,  and  has  given  his  fullest  service  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  to  movements  for  religious  education  and  for 
charity. 

On  July  20,  1927,  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Emma  Vandergrift. 


CAPTAIN  HERBERT  MILLER— Among  the 
younger  business  men  of  Bellefonte,  few  are  better 
known  and  liked  than  Captain  Miller,  a  native  son  of 
the  city,  and  during  the  years  following  the  World 
War  a  resident.  He  became  actively  interested  in 
military  affairs,  and  at  the  time  of  his  resignation 
from  the  State  Guard  in  1927,  held  the  rank  of 
captain.  Always  active  in  civic  affairs  his  coming 
to  Bellefonte  added  another  to  that  group  which 
has  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  city  at 
heart,  and  enthusiastically  back  any  worthy  movement 
planned  for  the  betterment  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  in  Bellefonte,  April  1,  1896,  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Hall)  Miller,  both  of  whom  are  members 
of  old  Pennsylvania  families.  The  senior  Mr.  Miller 
was  for  many  years  connected  with  railroading;  Mrs. 
Miller  is  deceased. 

Herbert  Miller  was  the  second  of  nine  children, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bellefonte. 
His  first  essay  into  business  life  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Match  Company  which  con¬ 
tinued  until  1916.  In  this  year  he  enlisted  with  the 
National  Guard,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  saw  serv¬ 
ice  on  the  Mexican  Border.  In  May,  1918,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Supply  Corps  of  the  108th  Field  Artillery, 
28th  Division,  ranking  as  a  wagoner.  He  was  a  sec¬ 
ond  lieutenant  in  the  Headquarters  Detachment,  52d 
Machine  Gun  Squadron,  in  1921 ;  was  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  within  a  few  weeks;  and  commanded 
this  detachment  until  January,  1922.  Promoted  to 
captain  of  Troop  B,  52d  Machine  Gun  Squadron,  he 
held  this  rank  at  the  time  of  his  resignation,  in 
August,  1927. 

Turning  again  to  his  business  career,  Captain  Miller 
was  first  with  a  match  company,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned;  in  1917  and  a  part  of  1918,  was  in  the  railroad 
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service.  After  the  World  War  he  was  for  a  short 
time  with  the  Buffalo  plant  of  the  Wickwire  Nail 
Works,  and  returned  to  his  native  home,  Bellefonte, 
to  become  engaged  in  the  oil  distributing  trade.  He 
now  is  assistant  general  manager  for  the  Gulf  Re¬ 
fining  Company  and  has  charge  of  a  number  of  serv¬ 
ice  stations  and  trucks,  doing  a  good  business.  Cap¬ 
tain  Miller  has  always  identified  himself  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  place  in  which  he  chose  to  dwell.  In 
Bellefonte  he  is  active  in  commercial,  social  and  fra¬ 
ternal  affairs.  He  is  a  member  and  historian  of  the 
American  Legion,  and  also  quartermaster  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans  of  Foreign  Wars.  His  favorite  recreations  are 
baseball,  hunting  and  fishing.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Captain  Herbert  Miller  married,  on  September  18, 
1924,  Margaret  E.  Flack,  a  native  of  Bellefonte. 


HERMAN  P.  BRANDT — Senator  from  the  For¬ 
tieth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  Herman  P.  Brandt  is 
prominent  not  only  in  politics,  but  in  the  life  and 
affairs  of  his  home  city,  Perrysville.  He  is  a  native 
of  McCandless  Township,  Allegheny  County,  born 
November  16,  1877,  son  of  Peter  and  Margaret 
(Schnabel)  Brandt,  the  former  of  whom  has  retired 
after  many  years  spent  in  agriculture.  Herman  P. 
Brandt  was  educated  in  the  McCandless  Township 
public  schools,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania 
College  for  Embalmers.  He  became  established  in 
business  at  Perrysville  on  February  10,  1902.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  the  head  of  the  H.  P.  Brandt  Fu¬ 
neral  Home,  an  outstanding  firm  on  the  North  Side, 
Pittsburgh. 

From  young  manhood  keenly  interested  in  public 
affairs,  Mr.  Brandt  allied  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  in  his  district  and  soon  rose  to  prominence  in 
the  councils  and  the  campaigns  of  that  organization. 
In  1912  he  was  elected  justice  of  peace  and  served  as 
such  until  1920.  In  1928  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  National  Convention.  Elected  in  1928  to 
serve  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late  Edward  E. 
Pfischner,  Mr.  Brandt  was  reelected  in  1930  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  By  his  high  ideals  of  citizenship, 
and  an  experience  varied  and  useful,  coupled  with 
vision  and  sound  judgment,  Senator  Brandt  is  fitted 
to  serve  his  district  and  State  with  efficiency  and 
skill. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Brandt  is  affiliated  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  a  member  of  the  bodies 
of  Masonry  including  the  Consistory,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  American  Legion.  Among  his  clubs 
are  the  Union  Hunting  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Wexford 
Hunt  and  Fish,  and  the  German  Club  of  Allegheny. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  communicant  of  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church.  There  are  few  civic  and  welfare 
movements  of  Perrysville  in  which  he  does  not  play 
an  outstanding  role. 

At  Perrysville,  Pennsylvania,  June  7,  1907,  Herman 
P.  Brandt  married  Allie  Heid,  daughter  of  Bernard 
and  Elizabeth  (Shar)  Heid,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  five  children:  1.  Paul  William  Brandt,  born  July 
30,  1908.  2.  H.  Carl  Brandt,  born  September  15, 

1912.  3.  Richard  S.  Brandt,  born  July  23,  1914.  4. 
Janet  Elizabeth  Brandt,  born  January  5,  1917.  5. 

Lillian  Mae  Brandt,  born  August  15,  1921. 


DEWEY  SORENSON— With  a  singleness  of 
purpose  which  is  not  common  in  American  character, 
Dewey  Sorenson,  of  Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  has 
devoted  his  working  life  to  increasing  his  knowledge 
and  improving  the  practice  of  producing  fish  to  stock 
the  streams  and  lakes  of  Pennsylvania.  Little  is 
known  by  the  average  person  of  the  efforts  made  by 
our  State  governments  to  see  that  the  waters  of  the 
State  are  brought  back  to  something  approaching  the 
conditions  that  existed  before  man  or  other  agencies 
so  greatly  depleted  them  of  finny  denizens.  Much 
money  is  spent,  although  altogether  too  little,  and  only 
by  skill  and  endless  care  can  roe  be  hatched  and  the 
fingerlings  be  grown  to  sufficient  size  to  bear  trans¬ 
portation  to  their  future  home.  One  of  the  few  ex¬ 
perts  in  this  work  is  Mr.  Sorenson,  his  experience 
having  covered  fifteen  years,  and  many  tributes  of 
appreciation  of  his  knowledge  come  to  his  desk. 

Mr.  Sorenson  was  born  at  Corry,  Erie  County, 
March  3,  1898,  son  of  Christian  and  Jensine  (Olson) 
Sorenson.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Denmark, 
and  the  former  was  an  efficient  farmer  throughout 
the  most  of  his  life.  He  died  March  28,  1925.  Mrs. 
Sorenson  is  living,  and  resides  at  Corry.  Dewey 
Sorenson  grew  up  on  a  farm,  and  undoubtedly  de¬ 
rived  many  of  the  sturdy  qualities  and  capacity  for 
hard  work  which  characterize  him  from  those  early 
years.  His  schooling  was  that  derived  from  the  insti¬ 
tutions  of  Corry;  but  always  the  student,  what  he 
learned  in  the  public  school  only  gave  him  a  start 
toward  the  knowledge  of  maturity. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  State  Fish  Hatchery,  at  Corry,  and  remained  at 
this  hatchery  until  1930.  In  March,  1930,  Mr.  Soren¬ 
son  was  transferred  to  the  State  Hatchery,  near 
Bellefonte,  where  as  superintendent  he  has  served 
ever  since.  He  is  well  known  to  sportsmen  all  over 
the  State;  the  proof  of  his  ability  and  skill  in  his 
odd  profession  is  attested  by  his  elevation  in  office. 
He  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Dewey  Sorenson  married,  on  August  19,  1926,  Vera 
E.  Brooks,  a  native  of  Erie  County,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Dewey,  Jr.,  and  Isabelle 
Jensine. 


J.  KENNEDY  JOHNSTON— Actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Bellefonte,  Centre  County, 
J.  Kennedy  Johnston  is  senior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Johnston  and  Johnston,  in  which  he  and  his 
son,  Philip,  are  professionally  associated. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  on  August  28,  1868,  in 
Centre  County,  son  of  George  D.  and  Martha 
(Hughes)  Johnston  and  member  of  an  old  and  hon¬ 
ored  family.  Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  Centre 
County,  where  his  father  was  a  farmer  and  surveyor. 
The  father  died  in  1918,  and  the  mother  in  1910. 
They  had  six  children:  1.  Crissie,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Harry  H.,  also  deceased.  3.  J.  Kennedy, 
of  further  mention.  4.  Ella,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  E.  Foresman,  of  Howard,  Pennsylvania.  5. 
Bessie  C.,  widow  of  John  C.  Brooks,  of  Lyndon, 
Lycoming  County.  6.  Lula,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Howard  Orwig,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

In  the  public  schools,  J.  Kennedy  Johnston,  whose 
name  heads  this  review,  received  his  early  formal 
education,  also  attending  a  private  preparatory  school. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  W.  J.  Singer,  who 
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was  at  that  time  district  attorney  of  Centre  County; 
and,  in  1897,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania 
and  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth. 
From  1897  until  1903,  he  was  a  partner  of  Colonel  H. 

5.  Taylor,  the  two  men  operating  what  came  to  be 
known  as  a  leading  law  firm  of  this  part  of  the  State. 
In  1928  he  formed  a  partnership,  however,  with  his 
son,  Philip  Johnston,  under  the  firm  name  of  John¬ 
ston  and  Johnston,  which  continues  today,  and  enjoys 
the  high  regard  of  men  in  legal  and  general  life  in 
Bellefonte  and  the  county. 

Quite  aside  from  his  professional  endeavors,  which 
have  caused  him  to  be  widely  known  and  esteemed, 
Mr.  Johnston  has  been  prominent  in  fraternal  affairs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  is  esteemed  for  his  work  with  these  groups, 
as  well  as  for  his  whole-hearted  participation  in 
the  life  of  Bellefonte,  whose  best  interests  he  has 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  further  and  advance. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  has  been  president  of  its  board  for  many  years. 
He  has  also  been  for  a  long  time  president  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  favorite  recrea¬ 
tions  are  bowling,  fishing  and  hunting. 

J.  Kennedy  Johnston  married,  on  March  13,  1895, 
Nancy  Jane  Holt.  They  became  the  parents  of  six 
children :  1.  Harold,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Pauline 
H.,  who  became  the  wife  of  W.  D.  Slilzinger,  of  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Hugh  K.,  of  Sharon  Hill, 
Pennsylvania.  4.  Philip,  who  is  associated  in  legal 
practice  with  his  father,  as  noted  above.  5.  Kathryne. 

6.  Martha. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  CAWTHRA— There  are 
few  of  DuBois,  Clearfield  County,  who  do  not  know 
the  familiar  figure  of  William  Henry  Cawthra,  the 
present  mayor  of  the  city.  For  more  than  a  third  of 
a  century  he  has  been  prominent  in  its  commercial 
activities.  In  civic  affairs  there  are  few  citizens  who 
have  given  more  constructive  effort  to  the  betterment 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  community.  Less  widely 
known  in  welfare  and  humanitarian  movements,  those 
who  have  the  direction  of  humanitarian  organizations 
appreciate  Mr.  Cawthra  as  one  of  the  men  upon  whom 
they  can  depend  for  help  in  any  worthy  enterprise. 

He  is  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  born  Sep^ 
tember  6,  1869,  a  son  of  John  and  Celeste  (Worke) 
Cawthra,  both  of  whom  were  of  English  nativity. 
The  senior  Mr.  Cawthra  came  from  England  to  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  with  his  family,  and 
later  removed  to  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr.  Cawthra  was  a 
carriage  maker,  trained  under  the  thorough  apprentice¬ 
ship  system  of  the  old  country,  and  plied  his  trade  in 
New  York  with  a  skill  well  known  around  Rochester. 
Now  deceased,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Cawthra  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  1.  Ida,  widow  of  E.  I.  Tripp 
of  Rochester,  New  York.  2.  William  H.,  of  this 
review.  3.  Edward  J.,  of  Rochester,  New  York.  4. 
Francis  I.,  of  New  York  City.  5.  Don  A.,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan.  6.  Lillian,  wife  of  William  Wor- 
rall,  of  Meriden,  Connecticut. 

^  The  schools  of  Rochester  supplied  William  Henry 
Cawthra  with  his  education,  which  was  marked  as 
complete  when  he  graduated  from  high  school,  in 
which  he  had  pursued  a  business  course.  Naturally 
gifted  in  the  understanding  of  figures  and  with  a 
native  capacity  for  detailed  and  concentrated  work,  his 
first  essay  into  business  as  a  bookkeeper  was  but  the 


first  step  toward  a  position  in  commerce  which  would 
permit  of  his  larger  use  of  powers  which  fitted  him 
for  administration.  In  1891  he  came  to  Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania,  in  connection  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Beef  Company;  and  moved  to  DuBois  in  1893,  still  in 
connection  with  this  company.  Later  the  concern  sold 
its  interests  to  the  Moerris  Beef  Company  and  Mr. 
Cawthra  continued  with  the  new  organization,  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  DuBois  branch.  Such  is  in  brief  the  story 
of  long  service  in  a  single  line  of  business,  thirty-six 
years  of  it  as  an  executive  in  DuBois.  He  is  known 
throughout  the  city  and  its  environs  as  a  good  business 
man  and  an  even  better  friend. 

Mr.  Cawthra  has  identified  himself  with  many  of 
the  DuBois  activities,  whether  of  social,  political,  fra¬ 
ternal,  or  civic  character.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican 
in  politics,  active  in  the  councils  and  campaigns  of  the 
party.  He  has  served  nine  years  on  the  school  board, 
and  in  1931  was  elected  mayor  of  DuBois,  taking 
office  January  4,  1932,  for  a  term  of  four  years.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Maccabees,  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Acorn  Club,  and 
connected  with  the  fire  department. 

Mayor  Cawthra  married,  October  21,  1896,  Edna 
J.  Clements,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Clements,  both  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cawthra  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  John  C.,  of  New  Jersey.  2.  Henry  I.,  of  Wooster, 
New  York.  3.  Thomas  C.,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 


ROBERT  S.  WALKER— As  manager  of  the 
Chemical  Lime  Company,  and  representing  the  third 
generation  of  his  family  to  have  charge  of  this  com¬ 
pany’s  plant  and  its  operations,  Robert  S.  Walker,  of 
Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  has  performed  labors  that 
have  been  outstandingly  useful  to  this  community  and 
his  State. 

Mr.  Walker,  who  is  highly  regarded  by  a  host  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  was  born  on  March  7,  1894, 
in  Bellefonte,  son  of  John  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Short- 
lidge)  Walker.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  though  the  mother  was  born  in  Belle¬ 
fonte.  The  elder  Mr.  Walker  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  lime  industry,  but  is  now  retired  from 
his  active  endeavors  in  that  connection.  He  was  also 
prominent  in  civic  affairs,  having  been  president  of  the 
city  council  of  Bellefonte  for  sixteen  years.  The 
present  Mr.  Walker’s  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Shortlidge,  opened  the  first  lime  quarry  in  this  part  of 
the  State  in  1865,  so  beginning  the  enterprise  that  has 
since  continued  under  the  Shortlidge- Walker  man¬ 
agement. 

At  Bellefonte  Academy,  Robert  S.  Walker,  whose 
name  heads  this  review,  received  his  early  education, 
later  becoming  a  student  at  the  Pennsylvania  State 
College  and  so  remaining  for  three  years.  Then, 
joining  his  father  in  the  business  world,  the  son  started 
his  association  with  the  industry  that  had  long  occu¬ 
pied  the  family.  During  the  World  War,  he  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  Navy  and  was  stationed  at  the 
Navy  Yard  in  Philadelphia,  afterward  serving  over¬ 
seas  for  a  year  at  Base  No.  29,  in  Cardiff,  Wales. 
Upon  his  father’s  retirement  from  business,  he  was 
made  manager  of  the  whole  plant  of  the  Chemical 
Lime  Company,  of  Bellefonte,  whither  he  returned 
after  his  wartime  service  to  his  country. 

In  addition  to  his  business  activities,  which  have 
been  most  useful  to  his  city,  Mr.  Walker  has  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  contributing 
richly  to  the  well-being  and  advancement  of  his  city 
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and  its  people  and  institutions.  In  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  he  finds  an  opportunity  to  participate 
in  fraternal  life  here,  being  affiliated  with  a  number  of 
branches  of  the  order,  including  Bellefonte  Lodge, 
No.  268;  Bellefonte  Chapter,  No.  241,  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Bellefonte  Council,  No.  57,  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters ;  Bellefonte  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar,  and  Williamsport  Consistory  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
American  Legion ;  and,  through  the  Kiwanis  Club, 
finds  a  useful  outlet  for  his  constructive  civic  energies. 
His  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  Each  of  these  organ¬ 
izations  and  its  work  has  benefited  vastly  from  Mr. 
Walker’s  labors  in  its  behalf,  which  have  been  always 
valuable;  and  he  deserves,  indeed,  high  praise  for  his 
helpful  and  effective  striving  toward  civic  well-being. 

Robert  S.  Walker  married,  on  May  30,  1918,  Gene¬ 
vieve  Bible,  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  were  born  three  children:  Robert,  Jr., 
Richard  Lewis,  and  Jane. 


HOMER  C.  GEORGE — Inheriting  from  his  father 
a  flair  for  politics  and  public  office,  Homer  C.  George, 
sheriff  of  Cambria  County,  filled  a  number  of  elective 
borough  and  county  positions  before  assuming  the 
responsibilities  of  the  chief  peace  officer  of  his  juris¬ 
diction.  By  profession  he  is  a  mortician,  and  in  the 
financial  world  president  of  the  Union  Deposit  Bank 
of  South  Fork,  holding  also  a  director’s  seat  in  the 
South  Fork  Water  Company. 

Mr.  George’s  father,  Nicholas  S.  George,  a  native 
of  this  State,  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  burgess  of 
South  Fork  borough,  and  was  president  twelve  years 
of  the  school  board.  He  married  Mary  Paul,  also 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  both  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

Homer  C.  George,  youngest  child  of  Nicholas  S. 
and  Mary  (Paul)  George,  was  born  in  Summer  Hill, 
January  8,  1883.  The  family  moved  to  South  Fork 
when  he  was  quite  young.  After  graduating  from  the 
South  Fork  High  School  in  1899,  he  became  an  asso¬ 
ciate  of  his  father  in  the  latter’s  business,  and  later  he 
was  a  partner  of  his  two  brothers.  He  next  took  up 
the  study  of  embalming  and  received  a  license  as  an 
undertaker.  His  career  in  the  public  service  began  in 
1923  with  election  to  the  Cambria  County  Board  of 
County  Commissioners.  In  January,  1930,  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Cambria  County  and  has  since  dis¬ 
charged  the  high  responsibilities  of  the  office  with 
efficiency  and  integrity.  He  has  also  served  as  school 
director  and  was  treasurer  of  South  Fork  borough  for 
six  years. 

Mr.  George  was  elected  second  vice-president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Sheriffs’  Association  in  1930,  and 
in  1932  was  honored  by  his  colleagues  with  advance  to 
the  presidency.  He  ranks  high  in  Freemasonry,  hav¬ 
ing  passed  through  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Jaffa  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
Other  affiliations  he  has  made  include  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons 
of  America. 

Sheriff  George  married,  July  8,  1907,  Elizabeth 
Brennan,  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Kathleen  and  Homer  C.  George,  Jr. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  FRED  REYNOLDS— 

In  the  business  life  of  Bellefonte,  Pennsylvania,  Colo¬ 
nel  William  Fred  Reynolds  has  participated  exten¬ 
sively,  being  an  officer  of  a  local  bank  and  head  of  the 


White  Rock  Quarries.  His  work  in  this  community 
has  been  useful  from  the  outset  of  his  career;  and  he 
is  regarded  as  a  leader  among  his  fellowmen  and  a 
promoter  of  every  worth-while  cause  for  civic  ad¬ 
vancement. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  in  Lancaster  on  September 
15,  1861,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mary  (Fordney) 
Reynolds  and  member  of  an  old  and  respected  family 
of  this  Commonwealth.  Both  his  parents  were  natives 
of  Lancaster ;  his  father,  an  attorney-at-law,  died  in 
1889.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1895.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children :  1.  William  Fred,  of  whom 
this  is  primarily  a  record.  2.  Ellen,  now  deceased.  3. 
Mary,  who  is  the  widow  of  C.  E.  Montgomery,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  4.  Samuel  H.,  Jr.,  of 
Bellefonte,  Centre  County.  5.  Maude,  who  is  the 
widow  of  William  B.  Waterman,  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

Of  these,  William  Fred  Reynolds,  with  whom  we 
are  chiefly  concerned  in  this  review,  attended  Belle¬ 
fonte  Academy  in  Bellefonte ;  and,  after  receiving 
here  his  preliminary  education,  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  University  in  the  class  of  1884.  He  then 
entered  a  private  banking  institution  in  Bellefonte,  so 
remaining  for  a  time,  until  he  became  vice-president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  this  place.  He  also  was 
one  of  the  original  organizers  of  the  White  Rock 
Quarries,  an  organization  that  was  formally  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  in  1905.  Of 
this  corporation,  Mr.  Reynolds  is  today  the  president. 

Quite  aside  from  his  labors  in  this  connection,  he  is 
prominent  in  different  social,  civic  and  military  groups 
in  his  community  and  State,  and  is  in  a  position  to 
command  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  for  his 
achievements  and  his  marked  interest  in  the  general 
welfare  of  his  community.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Bellefonte  Blue  Lodge  and  of 
Bloomsburg  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  His  church  is  the  Protestant  Episcopal. 
Into  all  his  activities  and  his  varied  works,  Mr. 
Reynolds  has  put  his  full  measure  of  energy  and  en¬ 
thusiasm,  so  that  he  stands  out  today  as  a  leader 
among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  is  esteemed  and  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  know  him. 

William  Fred  Reynolds  married,  on  August  24, 
1893,  Louise  Hoy,  who  died  on  March  31,  1931.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  William  Fred, 
Jr.,  of  the  city  of  St.  Johns,  Quebec,  Canada.  2. 
Philip  D.,  who  makes  his  home  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 


GEORGE  LEWIS — Identified  with  the  oil  indus¬ 
try  of  Pennsylvania  since  its  early  days,  the  late 
George  Lewis  was  for  many  years  one  of  its  best 
known  figures.  During  his  many  years  of  residence 
in  Oil  City  he  did  much  to  further  the  economic 
and  civic  progress  of  this  town.  Though  he  never 
sought  or  held  public  office,  he  was  always  deeply 
interested  in  all  questions  affecting  the  community’s 
welfare  and  he  could  always  be  counted  upon  to  lend 
his  support  and  counsel  to  any  worthy  civic  move¬ 
ment  or  enterprise.  His  probity,  his  public  spirit 
and  his  many  fine  qualities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart 
gained  him  the  complete  respect,  liking  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  classes  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  won 
him  a  position  of  importance  and  influence  in  the 
community. 

George  Lewis  was  born  at  Malmesburg,  Wilt¬ 
shire,  England,  May  20,  1843,  one  of  the  seven  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  late  George  and  Anne  (Bowman)  Lewis. 
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When  he  was  only  one  year  old,  in  1844,  he  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents.  The  family  crossed  the 
ocean  on  the  sailing  vessel  “Albigon,”  arriving  at 
New  York  after  a  safe  passage  of  forty-two  days 
and  proceeding  then  westward  by  water  also,  up  the 
Hudson  River  to  Albany,  from  there  by  canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  thence  by  lake  boat  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
reaching  that  city  in  June,  1844.  In  those  days  New 
York  and  Cleveland  were  farther  apart,  so  far  as 
transportation  facilities  were  concerned,  than  Amer¬ 
ica  and  Europe  are  now.  Mr.  Lewis’  father,  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Cleveland,  established  himself  in 
the  market  gardening  business.  He  purchased  a 
thirty-acre  tract  of  land  and  quickly  met  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  new  undertaking. 

George  Lewis  enjoyed  the  average  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  of  that  period  and  helped  his  father  with 
the  agricultural  work  up  to  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
At  that  time  he  decided  that  it  was  time  to  set  out 
on  a  career  of  his  own.  In  November,  1863,  he 
came  to  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  then  enjoying  its 
initial  fame  as  an  oil  town.  Soon  afterwards  he 
found  employment  at  the  Great  Western  Refinery, 
located  at  Pioneer,  Venango  County,  and  owned  by 
Schofield,  Fawcett  and  Company  in  whose  service 
he  continued  until  1865.  Returning  then  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  he  took  a  position  with  Outhwait,  Shurmer 
and  Company,  oil  refiners.  When  this  firm  subse¬ 
quently  became  Clark,  Shurmer  and  Company,  Mr. 
Lewis  became  the  silent  partner.  He  continued  in 
that  association  until  the  organization  of  the  South 
Improvement  Company  in  1872,  when  Clark,  Shur¬ 
mer  and  Company  disposed  of  their  refining  interests 
to  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  In  June,  1872,  Mr. 
Lewis  became  connected  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  remained  associated  until  his 
death,  making  his  home  in  Oil  City  from  that  time 
on.  The  great  responsibilities  which  he  shouldered 
and  the  high  position  he  attained,  made  him  known 
not  only  in  Oil  City,  but  throughout  the  oil  regions. 
Though  his  duties  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
required  the  larger  share  of  his  time,  Mr.  Lewis 
acquired  and  sustained  many  other  important  inter¬ 
ests.  In  1876  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
American  Oil  Company  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
which  operated  extensively  in  the  McKean  County 
fields  during  their  most  prolific  days.  In  Venango 
County  he  was  associated  with  P.  H.  Judd  and  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  production  of  oil.  There,  as  in  McKean 
County,  he  met  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 
Business  enterprises  in  his  adopted  city  always  had 
his  earnest  cooperation  and  he  brought  to  bear  on 
the  management  of  all  with  which  he  was  connected 
the  same  push  and  energy  which  characterized  the 
management  of  his  private  affairs  and  which  were  so 
potent  a  factor  in  their  prosperity.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  to  recognize  the  benefits  which  such  an  enter¬ 
prise  as  the  Tube  Mills  would  bring  to  a  community, 
as  well  as  their  worth  from  the  investors  standpoint, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  stock  in  the 
company.  His  interest  in  this  as  in  other  concerns 
helped  others  to  decide  in  its  favor.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  original  stockholders  in  the  Oil  City  Trust 
Company  and  at  one  time  he  was  one  of  the  heaviest 
owners  of  its  stock.  His  keen  and  clear  judgment 
and  wise  conservatism  kept  him  free  from  ventures 
of  uncertain  value  and  practically  all  of  his  invest¬ 
ments  were  made  in  undertakings  which  were  re¬ 
warded  with  more  than  average  success.  Through¬ 
out  his  entire  business  career  Mr.  Lewis  enjoyed  an 
unblemished  reputation  for  integrity  and  honorable 
dealings. 


From  the  time  that  he  established  his  residence  in 
Oil  City,  Mr.  Lewis  took  a  loyal  interest  in  every¬ 
thing  pertaining  to  its  advancement  and  he  did  much 
to  further  the  city’s  industrial  and  social  welfare.  He 
earned  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  and  far-sighted  workers  through  whose  zeal 
many  desirable  local  institutions  were  fostered.  When 
the  project  of  a  local  hospital  was  first  broached,  he 
became  deeply  interested.  His  financial  assistance  as 
well  as  his  influence  were  largely  instrumental  in 
carrying  the  plans  forward  to  successful  completion, 
his  enthusiastic  support  never  relaxing  in  behalf  of 
this  splendid  establishment,  which  has  done  such  a : 
great  work  in  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  unfortunate. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Lewis  always  responded  promptly  and 
generously  to  all  appeals  for  charity,  no  worthy 
cause  ever  being  denied  his  assistance.  Though  his 
donations  were  seldom  made  public,  they  were  always 
generous  and  bestowed  with  proper  spirit.  The  only 
public  position  he  ever  filled  was  that  of  trustee  of 
the  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Warren,  under 
appointment  from  Governor  Hastings,  the  duties  of 
which  he  performed  faithfully  and  efficiently.  He 
never  sought  nor  cared  for  public  honors,  though 
well  fitted  for  their  responsibilities  had  he  desired 
them.  However,  he  worked  for  the  success  of  the 
Republican  party  untiringly,  with  no  thought  of  per¬ 
sonal  rewards.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  Mason  and  was 
affiliated  with  the  various  Masonic  bodies  in  Oil  City 
and  with  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  generous  contributor  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Lewis  married  (first)  Sarah  Bow¬ 
man,  of  Titusville.  After  her  death  he  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  in  1911,  Mary  J.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Anna  (Hayden)  Lewis,  natives  of  Malmesburg, 
England.  By  neither  of  his  two  marriages  were  there 
any  children.  Since  his  death  his  widow  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  make  her  home  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania, 
her  residence  at  No.  32  East  Bissell  Avenue  long 
being  noted  as  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in 
Oil  City. 

At  his  home  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  George 
Lewis  died  on  September  7,  1912.  He  was  buried 
in  Lakeview  Cemetery,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Though  many  years  have  passed  since  Mr.  Lewis’ 
death,  his  memory  is  still  fondly  cherished  by  all  who 
knew  him.  This  is  only  natural,  for  to  know  him  was 
to  like  and  respect  him.  One  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  oil  industry,  he  played  an  important 
part  in  its  development  to  its  present  importance 
and  thus  made  an  important  contribution  to  the 
economic  progress  of  this  country.  His  eager  inter¬ 
est  in  the  welfare  of  Oil  City  and  his  generous  sup¬ 
port  of  its  various  activities  assure  him  a  permanent 
place  in  the  annals  of  this  city  as  one  of  its  truly 
representative  citizens  and  as  one  of  those  who 
helped  to  lay  the  foundations  for  the  city’s  growth 
and  prosperity. 

OTTO  J.  NUPP — Editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Sykesville  “Post  Dispatch,”  Otto  J.  Nupp  has  devoted 
himself  for  many  years  to  newspaper  and  printing 
work.  Beginning  in  boyhood  as  a  newsboy,  he  gradu¬ 
ally  increased  the  range  of  his  interests,  and  is  today 
proprietor  of  a  prosperous  newspaper  of  considerable 
influence  and  general  circulation. 

Mr.  Nupp  was  born  in  Clearfield  County,  near 
Sykesville,  on  March  21,  1883,  a  son  of  Edward  and 
Emma  (Widdowson)  Nupp.  His  father,  who  was  a 
millwright  by  trade,  died  on  July  2,  1902,  at  the  age 
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of  fifty-eight  years.  The  mother  makes  her  home 
with  Mr.  Nupp.  There  were  seven  children  in  the 
family:  i.  William  Harvey,  deceased.  2.  D.  Murray, 
of  Raymond,  Washington.  3.  E.  Roy,  of  Worley, 
Idaho.  4.  Electa  L.,  deceased.  5.  Otto  J.,  of  this 
record.  6.  J.  Lloyd,  of  Seattle,  Washington.  7.  Nena 
N.,  deceased. 

Otto  J.  Nupp  received  his  education  in  the  Sykes- 
ville  public  schools,  having  come  here  from  Brady 
Township,  Clearfield  County,  with  his  parents  in  1892. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a  newsboy,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1894,  when  he  was  only  eleven  years  old,  which 
business  he  carried  on  successfully  for  a  number  of 
years.  On  June  1,  1902,  he  opened  a  news,  book  and 
magazine  store,  and  in  1903  installed  printing  equip¬ 
ment,  operating  a  job  press  and  continuing  the  sale  of 
books,  newspapers  and  magazines  until  March  1,  1912, 
when  he  disposed  of  this  enterprise.  Meanwhile,  on 
March  17,  1905,  Mr.  Nupp  had  established  a  weekly 
newspaper,  the  “Post  Dispatch,”  at  Sykesville.  With 
the  passing  years  this  newspaper  has  continued  to 
grow  under  his  able  guidance.  It  has  now  a  circula¬ 
tion  of  1,500  and  is  widely  distributed.  In  1928,  when 
larger  and  more  modern  quarters  became  necessary, 
Mr.  Nupp  erected  a  fine  two-story  building,  thirty- 
two  by  seventy  feet,  which  is  now  the  headquarters 
of  his  newspaper  and  printing  plant.  He  has  made  the 
“Post  Dispatch”  a  vital  influence  in  the  life  of  the 
community,  meeting  its  needs  for  a  reliable  organ  of 
opinion  and  careful  presentation  of  the  news.  The 
newspaper  devotes  considerable  space  to  regional 
sport  reports  which  are  widely  read  and  quoted,  the 
sport  records  published  being  very  complete  and  in 
many  instances  official.  Mr.  Nupp  has  continued  as 
owner  and  editor  of  the  paper  since  it  was  established. 

Aside  from  this  connection,  he  has  served  for  three 
and  a  half  years  as  a  school  director  at  Sykesville,  and 
is  a  member  and  secretary  of  the  local  board  of 
health.  He  has  always  lent  his  personal  support  and 
that  of  his  paper  to  enterprises  and  movements  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  community  and  is  known  for  his 
allegiance  to  the  principles  of  good  citizenship.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers.  He  is  also  associated  with  the 
Boy  Scout  organization,  the  Sykesville  Business  Men’s 
Association,  and  the  Jefferson  County  Motor  Club. 

On  September  15,  1909,  Otto  J.  Nupp  married  Ida 
May  Fillhart,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  (Wolf¬ 
gang)  Fillhart,  of  Henderson  Township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nupp  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Olive 
J.,  now  the  wife  of  Edwin  Carlson  of  Sykesville.  2. 
Alma  Irene.  3.  Edward  J.  4.  Nena  Louise. 


FORREST  GLENN  ROGERS— Superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  Centre  County,  with  offices  and  resi¬ 
dence  in  Bellefonte,  Forrest  Glenn  Rogers  has  had  a 
career  filled  with  accomplishments  and  advancement 
in  his  chosen  profession  as  educator. 

Native  of  this  county,  he  was  born  on  July  18,  1887. 
His  parents  were  Horace  G.  and  Anna  May  (Craw¬ 
ford)  Rogers,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  both  the 
family  of  Rogers  and  that  of  Crawford  have  long 
been  represented  in  the  Commonwealth.  Horace  G. 
Rogers  has  spent  his  lifetime  at  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  now  makes  his  home  at  Nittany.  In  the  immediate 
family  were  children  as  follows :  1.  Forrest  Glenn, 
of  whom  further.  2.  Lloyd,  now  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 
3.  Mary  Estella,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Showers,  of  Nit¬ 
tany.  4.  Olive  May,  since  deceased.  5.  Henry,  also 


deceased.  6.  Rhoda  Lillian,  now  a  teacher  in  Centre 
County. 

Forrest  Glenn  Rogers  attended  the  public  schools 
and  graduated  from  high  school  in  1909,  having  lost 
some  time  through  helping  his  father  on  the  farm. 
He  intended  from  the  outset  to  make  his  career  as  an 
educator,  and  so,  on  finishing  high  school,  secured  his 
first  teaching  position.  For  five  years,  1909-13,  he 
taught  in  graded  schools,  then  entered  Bucknell  Col¬ 
lege,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  1917.  He  was  now 
better  prepared  to  pursue  his  profession  of  letters, 
and  could  file  for  better  positions. 

^  Two  years,  till  1919,  he  taught  in  Montgomery 
County,  near  Philadelphia;  then,  returning  to  Centre 
County,  taught  in  and  was  principal  of  the  high  school 
at  Hublersburg  for  four  years.  For  three  years,  till 
1926,  Mr.  Rogers  taught  mathematics  at  the  high 
school  in  Lock  Haven,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year, 
elected  to  the  post  by  the  county  school  directors, 
assumed  charge  of  the  schools  of  Centre  County,  as 
superintendent.  In  1930,  because  of  the  high  quality 
of  work  he  had  done  in  office,  he  was  reelected,  and 
since  then  Mr.  Rogers  has  continued  in  this  important 
executive  post.  Improvements  in  the  system  under  his 
control  have  been  many  since  his  assumption  of  the 
office.  The  people  give  him  a  grateful  and  apprecia¬ 
tive  support  in  all  his  major  projects,  for  they  realize 
that  his  constant  purpose  is  the  betterment  of  the  edu¬ 
cational  advantages  for  the  young.  It  is  an  elevated 
work,  an  elevated  responsibility,  and  Mr.  Rogers 
makes  it  his  everlasting  task  to  give  his  duties  the 
best  he  has  within  him.  That  best  has  been,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be,  considerable,  helpfully  beneficial,  giving 
Centre  County  a  noteworthy  school  system. 

Forrest  Glenn  Rogers  married,  on  May  30,  1917, 
Mabel  Endora  Tomb,  of  Williamsport ;  and  of  this 
union  were  born  four  children:  June  Elizabeth,  Helen 
Margaret,  Marian  Evelyn  and  Forrest  Glenn,  Jr.  All 
members  of  the  family  attend  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  are  active. 

He  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  organizations.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  holds  membership  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Bellefonte,  and  the  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  Public-spirited,  Mr.  Rog¬ 
ers  gives  his  support  to  well  conceived  movements  for 
the  progress  of  Bellefonte,  the  county  and  the  State, 
and  his  influence  in  public  affairs  is  considerate. 


RUFUS  EDWARD  BROCK,  M.  D.— For  more 
than  fifty  years  Dr.  Rufus  Edward  Brock  carried  on 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  ministering  to  the  families  of  this  section 
from  generation  to  generation.  Few  doctors  in  south¬ 
western  Pennsylvania  were  more  widely  known  and 
none  enjoyed  a  higher  reputation.  Dr.  Brock  was 
ready  at  all  times  to  lend  his  service  and  great  profes¬ 
sional  skill  to  those  in  need.  He  never  refused  a  call 
upon  him,  and  found  his  reward  not  in  any  financial 
return,  nor  even  in  the  consciousness  of  duty  done, 
but  in  the  universal  affection  and  love  in  which  he  was 
held  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Dr.  Brock  was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  Greene 
County,  on  February  3,  1855,  a  son  of  John  A.  and 
Jane  (Keiger)  Brock,  both  natives  of  Greene  County. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  and  school  teacher  by  occu¬ 
pation.  Rufus  Edward  Brock,  the  son,  early  deter¬ 
mined  upon  a  medical  career.  He  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  local  public  schools,  at  Waynes- 
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burg  College  and  West  Virginia  University,  after 
which  he  entered,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1878  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  After  his  graduation 
he  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Waynesburg,  which  was  to  be  his  home  and  the 
center  of  his  activities  until  his  death,  a  period  of 
more  than  fifty  years.  Dr.  Brock  gave  his  allegiance 
to  the  finest  ideals  of  service,  seeking  the  welfare  of 
those  he  served  rather  than  his  own  advancement.  He 
was,  however,  a  very  skillful  physician,  who  kept  well 
abreast  of  developments  in  medical  science  by  con¬ 
stant  reading  and  study  and  brought  to  the  people  of 
this  section  a  medical  service  of  the  type  too  often 
found  only  in  large  metropolitan  centers.  He  felt  a 
profound  sense  of  duty  to  the  poorest  and  most  hum¬ 
ble  among  his  patients  and  would  not  rest  content  until 
everything  possible  had  been  done,  no  matter  what  the 
cost  to  himself.  It  was  small  wonder  that  he  enjoyed 
until  the  time  of  his  death  an  extensive  practice  and 
that  among  the  general  public  at  large  as  well  as  in 
professional  circles  he  enjoyed  the  highest  standing 
Both  in  seniority  of  service  and  by  right  of  esteem  he 
was  the  dean  of  practicing  physicians  in  this  section 
for  many  years. 

Dr.  Brock  was  for  several  years  county  physician 
of  Greene  County  and  was  a  member  of  the  various 
medical  associations.  Aside  from  his  profession,  he 
had  many  other  interests  and  connections  here  and 
was  particularly  prominent  in  fraternal  circles.  Thus, 
he  was  affiliated  with  Waynesburg  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  Past  Master,  and 
in  this  order  was  a  member  of  all  higher  bodies  of 
both  York  and  Scottish  Rites,  including  Jacques  de 
Molay  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Thirty-second  Degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  Dr.  Brock  was  also  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He 
was,  in  religious  faith,  a  Presbyterian,  being  an  elder 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Waynesburg  for 
many  years  and  a  generous  contributor  to  the  support 
of  all  church  work.  His  profession  was  always  his 
major  interest.  He  was  physician  to  at  least  two 
families  in  Waynesburg  through  five  generations,  and 
was  the  friend  and  adviser  of  his  patients  in  health 
as  well  as  in  sickness.  Nevertheless  he  found  time  to 
be  active  in  the  general  life  of  the  community,  sup¬ 
porting  the  cause  of  education  and  all  other  worthy 
movements  in  the  public  interest.  His  citizenship  was 
indeed  of  the  finest  type,  and  his  loyalty  to  his  com¬ 
munity  unquestioned. 

On  June  6,  1891,  at  the  home  of  his  bride’s  parents, 
four  miles  east  of  Waynesburg,  Dr.  Rufus  Edward 
Brock  married  Lucy  Emma  Gordon,  who  was  born 
in  Greene  County  on  May  30,  1855,  daughter  of  Hon. 
John  Brice  Gordon  (q.  v.),  and  Delilah  (Inghram) 
Gordon,  and  member  of  a  well-known  Greene  County 
family.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brock  became  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Delilah  L.,  born  in  Waynesburg  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  6,  1893,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Shannon 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  They  have  one  son, 
Herbert  Brock  Shannon,  born  July  21,  1921. 

Dr.  Brock  died  very  suddenly  on  March  15,  1932, 
in  the  fullness  of  years  and  honor.  Until  the  last  he 
was  active  in  meeting  his  professional  duties,  and  his 
death  occurred  while  he  was  on  his  way  to  visit  a 
patient  who  lived  in  a  remote  section.  The  following 
paragraph  from  a  tribute  published  in  a  local  paper 
may  fittingly  be  quoted,  typifying  as  it  does  the  uni¬ 
versal  sentiment  of  all  those  who  knew  him : 


Dr.  Rufus  Edward  Brock  entered  into  a  larger  life 
on  March  15,  1932,  while  answering  his  last  profes¬ 
sional  call.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  had  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  in  Waynesburg  and  its  environs, 
watching  over  life  and  death  and  allaying  pain ;  yet  he 
died  alone  in  the  great  out-of-doors,  which  he  loved, 
apparently  without  pain,  for  the  snow  was  not  dis¬ 
turbed  where  he  fell — going  peacefully  from  this  life 
into  the  life  to  come. 


HON.  JOHN  BRICE  GORDON— In  the  life 

of  Greene  County  a  century  and  more  ago,  the  Hon. 
John  Brice  Gordon  was  a  prominent  and  influential 
figure,  helping  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  prosperous 
Commonwealth  which  we  know  today,  and  contribut¬ 
ing  through  his  efforts  to  the  advance  and  progress  of 
the  section  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  born  in  Whitely 
Township,  Greene  County,  on  December  4,  1798,  a 
son  of  John  A.  and  Cassandra  (Holland)  Gordon, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Virginia.  They  were 
married  in  their  native  State,  and  about  1795  came  to 
Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  until 
their  demise.  Mrs.  Gordon  departed  this  life  in  1805 
and  her  husband  in  1816. 

John  B.  Gordon  was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  seven 
children.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Legislature  and  as  a  county  commissioner,  and 
for  seven  years  was  a  major  in  the  46th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Militia.  He  married,  on  July  12,  1847, 
Delilah  Inghram,  a  native  of  Franklin  Township, 
Greene  County,  where  she  was  born  on  April  23,  1821. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Rine¬ 
hart)  Inghram,  also  natives  of  this  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gordon  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  1. 
Caroline  L.,  now  deceased.  2.  Elizabeth  I.,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  3.  George  W.,  now  deceased,  who  married 
Helen  Scott,  also  deceased ;  they  were  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Lucy  D.,  wife  of  H.  D.  Freeland, 
and  Carrie  L.,  wife  of  H.  J.  Murdock.  4.  Lucy  E., 
married  Dr.  Rufus  E.  Brock  (q.  v.),  now  deceased.  5. 
John  B.,  the  youngest  child;  married  Amanda  Cowell 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  George  W., 
Elizabeth  H.,  and  Ethel,  who  married  Carl  E.  Spragg, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Joan  Gordon  Spragg, 
born  September  30,  1927. 

Delilah  (Inghram)  Gordon  died  in  1898,  having  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband,  John  B.  Gordon,  who  died  in  1876, 
twenty-two  years.  Mr.  Gordon  was  a  man  of  many 
talents.  Both  in  private  and  in  public  life  he  was 
zealous  in  the  performance  of  every  duty,  faithful  to 
every  trust.  _ _ 

REV.  JOHN  W.  CLAUDY,  D.  D.  — The  career 
of  Dr.  Claudy  has  been  devoted  to  religious,  educa¬ 
tional  and  social  welfare  work.  In  each  of  these  fields 
of  human  endeavor  he  has  rendered  important  services 
not  only  to  his  own  denomination,  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  to  the  whole  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  resident  ever  since  the  beginning 
of  his  career.  He  is  an  eloquent  preacher  and  an  un¬ 
commonly  able  executive.  These  qualities,  combined 
with  an  attractive  personality,  great  inspirational 
power  and  keen  understanding  of  and  sympathy  for 
human  problems,  have  enabled  Dr.  Claudy  to  fill  his 
present  position,  that  of  general  superintendent  of 
Pennsylvania’s  large  new  State  Penitentiary  at  Rock- 
view,  Centre  County,  with  marked  success  and  to  the 
great  benefit  of  its  inmates  and  of  the  State  at  large. 

Rev.  John  W.  Claudy  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  September  16,  1889,  a  son  of  Samuel  W.  and 
Georgiana  (McAtee)  Claudy.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  is  yardmaster  for  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railway  Company  at  Baltimore.  Dr.  Claudy’s 
mother,  a  native  of  Baltimore,  died  on  June  9,  1930. 
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Dr.  Claudy  has  one  sister,  Elizabeth  Pearl,  who  lives 
with  her  widowed  father  in  Baltimore.  Having  pre¬ 
pared  for  college  at  Deichman’s  Preparatory  School, 
Dr.  Claudy  then  entered  Washington  and  Lee  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1909.  After  that  he  attended  the  Prince¬ 
ton  Theological  Seminary,  graduating  from  that  insti¬ 
tution  in  1912.  In  the  same  year  he  also  received  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Princeton  University. 
Later  in  his  career,  in  recognition  of  his  eminent  serv¬ 
ices  as  a  clergyman,  educator  and  social  welfare 
worker,  his  alnm  mater,  Washington  and  Lee  Uni¬ 
versity,  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1925.  After  the  completion  of 
his  theological  studies,  in  1912,  Dr.  Claudy  became 
assistant  minister  of  one  of  the  leading  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Pittsburgh,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
for  three  and  one-half  years.  After  that  he  was 
called  to  the  Watson  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 
as  its  pastor.  During  1924-25  Dr.  Claudy  served  as 
director  of  the  bureau  of  delinquents  and  defectives  of 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Education  and  during  1925- 
1928  as  general  director  of  the  department  of  Welfare 
of  this  board.  Next  he  was  executive  secretary  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  during 
1928-31.  In  1931  Governor  Pinchot  appointed  Dr. 
Claudy  general  superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Penitentiary  at  Rockview2  Centre  County,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then 
with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency  and  conscientious¬ 
ness,  his  previous  experience  having  qualified  him 
especially  well  for  this  difficult  and  responsible  posi¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  of  Milnor  Lodge,  No.  287, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as  of  the  various 
other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
and  also  Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Dr.  Claudy  married,  October  12,  1914,  Ida  Mae 
Heatley,  a  native  of  Pittsburgh.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Claudy 
who  make  their  home  at  Rockview,  are  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Betty  Mae  Gaudy. 


JACOB  RISSEL  OSBORN  — As  proprietor  and 
president  of  a  machine  shop  and  foundry,  Jacob  Rissel 
Osborn  performs  a  work  of  importance  in  the  com¬ 
munity  of  DuBois,  Clearfield  County,  where  he  makes 
his  home.  A  native  of  this  place,  he  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  its  customs  and  traditions,  and  so 
holds  a  position  of  leadership  that  brings  him  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  a  feeling  that 
in  turn  builds  for  a  greater  leadership  by  a  sort  of 
magic  circle  of  constructive  thinking  and  action. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  born  in  DuBois  on  May  20,  1888, 
son  of  William  and  Harriet  (Dietrich)  Osborn.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  DuBois  also,  and  here  ran  a 
machine  shop  and  foundry  until  his  death  on  March  1, 
1918.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Milton,  makes  her 
home  in  DuBois.  They  had  three  children:  i.Lulu, 
who  became  the  wife  of  S.  M.  Emory  Kuntz,  of 
Valier,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Jacob  Rissel,  of  further 
mention.  3.  Ruth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Seth  W. 
Bloom,  of  DuBois. 

After  completing  his  elementary  education,  Jacob 
Rissel  Osborn,  of  this  review,  attended  the  DuBois 
High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1904. 
He  also  studied  for  a  time  at  a  preparatory  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1906;  and,  going  to 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  he  was  graduated  there  in  1908.  Becoming  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  father’s  machine  shop  and  foundry, 


he  thus  began  the  active  work  of  his  busy  career ;  and 
of  this  foundry  he  afterward  became,  at  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1918,  the  sole  owner  and  president  of  the 
organization.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Union 
Banking  and  Trust  Company  of  DuBois  and  of  sev¬ 
eral  other  local  industrial  enterprises. 

In  these  capacities  Air.  Osborn  has  filled  a  place  of 
real  importance  in  his  community,  and  the  people 
have  been  fortunate  indeed  in  having  such  a  man 
among  the  leaders  of  affairs  in  DuBois.  To  his  busi¬ 
ness  talents,  which  are  considerable,  Air.  Osborn  has 
added  an  unusual  public  spirit  and  a  sense  of  civic 
responsibility ;  and  his  labors  with  different  groups 
have  been  most  valuable.  He  was  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  and  for  some  time  a  director  of  the  DuBois  Pub¬ 
lic  Library  and  he  also  helped  to  organize  the  Morn¬ 
ing  Side  Cemetery  Association,  of  which  he  continues 
as  a  director.  For  several  years  he  served  at  one 
time  as  a  director  of  the  local  Young  Alen’s  Christian 
Association,  and  of  the  Alaple  Avenue  Hospital.  In¬ 
deed,  all  forms  of  welfare  work  have  continuously 
enjoyed  his  interest  and  support.  The  cause  of  good 
roads,  too,  has  received  his  very  active  support  and 
he  has  been  a  leader  in  this  work  for  a  long  time, 
having  served  for  twenty  years  on  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee.  In  1919  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  is  still  an  active  member. 
He  is  active  also  in  fraternal  affairs,  belonging  to  both 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Alasons  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  the  Masonic  order,  he 
is  affiliated  with  many  of  the  different  branches,  in¬ 
cluding  the  DuBois-Garfield  Lodge,  the  New  Castle 
Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
and  the  honorary  thirty-third  degree,  as  well  as  Jaffa 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Alystic 
Shrine,  at  Altoona.  Along  with  his  other  affiliations, 
Mr.  Osborn  is  connected  with  the  Acorn  Club.  Each 
of  these  organizations  has  in  some  way  gained  from 
his  activities  and  his  devotion  to  the  well  being  of  his 
community.  In  his  religious  views,  Air.  Osborn  is 
Episcopalian  and  he  is  a  leader  in  the  affairs  of  his 
parish  in  the  DuBois  community. 

Jacob  Rissel  Osborn  married,  on  Alay  15,  1912, 
Frances  Hibner,  a  native  of  DuBois  and  a  daughter  of 
Delos  E.  and  Ollie  (Ellis)  Hibner.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  two  children,  both  daughters,  as  follows  : 
1.  Frances  Eloise  Osborn,  who  was  born  on  February 
25,  !9i3.  2.  Jeanne  Rachel  Osborn,  who  was  born 

on  May  2,  1915. 


HARRISON  COLLNER— In  the  annals  of  St. 
Petersburg,  Clarion  County,  since  its  settlement  many 
years  ago,  the  name  Collner  will  be  found  written 
upon  many  of  its  pages  as  that  of  solid  citizens  who 
had  done  a  great  deal  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
place,  and  to  bring  about  its  broader  and  better 
development.  Harrison  Collner,  a  member  of  this 
pioneer  family,  was  born  at  St.  Petersburg,  February 
27,  1849,  and  passed  away  there  on  July  29,  1917, 
in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  through¬ 
out  his  life  closely  identified  with  the  life  and  af¬ 
fairs  of  St.  Petersburg,  active  and  prominent  in  its 
mercantile  and  financial  organizations,  and  was  in¬ 
fluential  in  civic  and  welfare  movements  to  which  he 
gave  time,  energy  and  means.  His  was  a  quiet  useful 
life  which  won  the  esteem  of  the  many  friends  and 
associates  who  loved  him  for  his  genial  character  and 
genuine  worth. 

Harrison  Collner  was  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Sarah 
Collner,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  general  merchants  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  son 


330 


PENNSYLVANIA 


was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools  and  Edin- 
boro  Normal  College,  Pennsylvania.  The  youthful 
Harrison  intended  to  devote  himself  to  teaching  as 
a  profession,  but  like  many  another  was  turned  from 
his  course  to  meet  with  success  along  another  line 
of  activity.  He  became  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  mercantile  establishment,  and,  after  the  latter’s 
death  took  it  over  and  ran  it  with  marked  ability. 
A  man  of  vision  and  foresight,  he  also  purchased 
real  estate  with  any  spare  funds,  until  he  became 
a  large  property  owner.  During  the  early  stages  of 
the  oil  development  of  the  region,  petroleum  was  dis¬ 
covered  on  his  property,  and  he  profited  by  his 
investments  in  land.  He  was  also  active  and  influen¬ 
tial  as  a  director  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Bank.  It 
was  characteristic  of  him  that,  unchanged  by  his 
achievements,  he  retained  his  mercantile  establishment 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  although  it  since  has  been  sold. 

Mr.  Collner  had  the  normal  man’s  interest  in 
politics,  lodges  and  similar  organizations,  but  refused 
to  give  the  time  necessary  to  gain  prominence  in 
them,  home  and  family  standing  out  as  the  great 
interest  of  his  life.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated 
with  the  Maccabees;  politically  he  was  allied  with 
the  Democratic  party  but  declined  political  prefer¬ 
ment.  For  many  years  he  attended  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  always  ready  to  assist 
in  its  religious  work. 

On  May  29,  1874,  Harrison  Collner  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Caldwell,  of  Westmoreland  County.  The  Cald¬ 
well  name  is  one  prominent  among  the  great  families 
of  American  history,  and  Mrs.  Collner  traces  her 
ancestry  to  Colonial  times.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  active  in 
patriotic  and  social  societies.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Rachel  (Ludwick)  Caldwell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Collner  were  the  parents  of  three  daughters  and 
two  sons:  Bertha,  Mary,  Rachel,  Lewis,  and  Wil¬ 
liam,  who  died  in  1930. 


WILLIAM  J.  GATT  I,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.— Active 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  and  in  the 
hospital  work  being  done  in  the  Punxsutawney  com¬ 
munity  of  Pennsylvania,  William  J.  Gatti,  M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  holds  a  place  of  leadership  among  his 
fellowmen  in  widely  varying  walks  of  life. 

Dr.  Gatti  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  on  Au¬ 
gust  2,  1892,  son  of  Felix  and  Mary  (Pettinato) 
Gatti,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Italy  and  came 
to  America  while  still  very  young,  settling  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  father  was  associated  for  many  years 
here  with  the  Mahoning  Supply  Company,  but  is 
now  retired  from  his  active  endeavors.  Felix  and 
Mary  (Pettinato)  Gatti  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  six,  five  sons  and  one  daughter 
are  now  deceased.  Those  surviving  are:  1.  William, 
J.,  of  further  mention  herein.  2.  Theresa,  a  phar¬ 
macist.  3.  Jolanda,  who  is  engaged  with  her  sister 
in  drug  work. 

In  the  public  schools,  William  J.  Gatti,  of  whom 
this  is  primarily  a  record,  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion;  and  he  was  graduated  in  1907,  taking  his  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  at  college  several  years 
later,  in  New  York.  For  his  medical  course  he  went 
to  Baltimore,  Maryland;  and,  completing  his  work 
there  and  taking  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
he  served  his  interneship  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital, 
in  Pittsburgh.  In  1928  he  received  his  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws;  and  in  1931,  that  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy.  These  honors  were  conferred  upon  him 
in  recognition  of  meritorious  works. 


Entirely  aside  from  his  professional  labors,  too, 
Dr.  Gatti  has  made  himself  a  leader  in  social,  civic 
and  fraternal  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus;  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Izaak  Walton  League,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  and  the  Sons  of  Italy.  His  church  is 
the  Roman  Catholic.  In  all  his  work  and  all  the 
varied  activities  of  his  career,  Dr.  Gatti  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  proven  his  abilities  as  a  physician  and  a 
public-spirited  citizen;  and  his  labors  have  justly 
entitled  him  to  the  position  of  commanding  respect 
that  is  his  today  in  the  Punxsutawney  community. 

Dr.  William  J.  Gatti  married,  on  November  15, 
1917,  Rosa  M.  J.  Wery,  a  native  of  Belgium.  By 
this  marriage  there  have  been  born  two  children:  1. 
Gabrielle,  who  is  now  deceased.  2.  William  J.,  Jr. 


REV.  T.  MAURICE  O’HERN— Pastor  of  St. 
Catherine’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  DuBois, 
Pennsylvania,  the  Rev.  T.  Maurice  O’Hern  has 
devoted  more  than  thirty  active  years  to  the  service 
of  his  church  and  the  forwarding  of  its  work.  He 
has  occupied  the  pulpit  of  several  Pennsylvania 
parishes  and  his  efforts  have  been  an  important  fac¬ 
tor  in  their  progress  and  growth. 

Father  O’Hern  was  born  at  Olean,  New  York,  on 
February  20,  1873,  a  son  of  Maurice  and  Mary 
(Casey)  O’Hern.  Both  parents  were  born  in  County 
Kerry,  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  America  lived 
first  in  New  York.  Subsequently  they  moved  to 
Corry,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  was  associated 
with  the  Erie  Railroad,  and  in  1886  moved  to  Du¬ 
Bois.  Maurice  O’Hern  died  on  May  10,  1909,  and 
his  wife  on  October  14,  1914.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  1.  John,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  2. 
Ella,  wife  of  Thomas  Courtney,  of  DuBois.  3.  Jere¬ 
miah  J.,  of  DuBois.  4.  Frances,  deceased.  5.  Jose¬ 
phine,  widow  of  Daniel  Dailey  of  Buffalo,  New 
York.  6.  Dr.  Charles  C.,  a  physician  at  Tulsa,  Okla¬ 
homa.  7.  T.  Maurice,  of  this  record.  8.  William  E.f 
priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  DuBois. 
9.  Walter,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  10.  A  boy,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Father  O’Hern  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  parochial  schools  of  DuBois,  being  graduated 
there  in  1890.  Subsequently  he  attended  St.  Bona- 
venture  College  at  Alleghany,  New  York  and  on  the 
completion  of  his  theological  studies  was  ordained  to 
the  priesthood  in  1900.  He  was  then  assigned  as  first 
assistant  to  Father  Coonan  at  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  remaining  in  that  parish  for  four  years.  Then 
for  one  year  his  activities  centered  at  DuBois,  and 
at  the  end  of  this  period  he  went  to  McKane,  as 
pastor  there.  After  five  years  at  McKane  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Clarendon, 
where  he  labored  in  the  work  of  the  church  for 
twenty-one  years.  Finally,  in  1929,  Father  O’Hern 
came  to  DuBois  as  pastor  of  St.  Catherine’s  Church. 
Father  O’Hern  has  performed  notable  services  in  the 
upbuilding  of  each  of  his  charges.  At  DuBois  he  has 
a  grade  and  high  school  with  an  enrollment  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  in  charge  of  thirteen  sisters, 
and  the  whole  condition  of  the  parish,  materially  as 
well  as  spiritually,  is  flourishing.  He  is  well  loved 
by  his  own  people  who  regard  him  as  a  true  leader 
and  guide,  while  the  community  at  large  accords  him 
the  full  measure  of  respect  which  his  sincerity  of 
character  and  ability  inspire. 
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WILLIAM  HAMILTON  SUPPLEE  —  Since 
graduation  from  the  technical  school  where  he  trained 
for  civil  engineer,  William  Hamilton  Supplee  has 
practiced  his  profession  for  approximately  thirty-five 
years,  and  in  the  course  of  events  and  over  a  con¬ 
siderable  period  of  valued  experience  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  has  arrived  at  the  post  of 
county  engineer  of  Erie  County.  During  the  World 
War  he  held  a  commission  as  major  of  engineers, 
and  rendered  efficient  as  well  as  patriotic  service  to 
his  government. 

Born  in  Allegheny  County,  May  1,  1874,  William 
Hamilton  Supplee  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Rebecca 
(Blakely)  Supplee,  both  natives  of  this  State,  the 
latter  of  the  city  of  Chester,  and  both  now  deceased. 
Passing  through  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of 
Erie,  he  next  entered  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Insti¬ 
tute,  Troy,  New  York  in  the  class  of  1898.  After 
completion  of  his  education  he  was  employed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  for  three  years. 
Then  followed  three  years  with  the  Chicago  and 
Northwestern  Railroad,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
in  private  practice,  establishing  suburban  and  inter- 
urban  trolley  lines  for  a  brief  period.  He  later  be¬ 
came  associated  with  Ford,  Bacon  and  Davis,  of 
New  York,  and  was  with  them  one  year,  leaving  to 
join  the  staff  of  Sanderson  and  Porter  of  New  York, 
maintaining  this  connection  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  He  subsequently  spent  one  year  with  the  Los 
Angeles  and  Pacific  Electric  Lines  in  California. 

Upon  his  return  to  Erie,  Mr.  Supplee  resumed 
professional  practice,  and,  having  been  made  super¬ 
intendent  of  buildings  and  maintenance  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  Company,  he  did  a  large  amount  of 
original  surveying  for  this  corporation.  He  was  with 
the  General  Electric  until  1922,  in  which  year  he 
entered  the  general  contracting  business  in  his  own 
name.  In  1929  he  was  elected  county  engineer  of 
Erie  County,  for  which  office  his  training  and  ex¬ 
perience  eminently  qualifies  him. 

In  political  alliance,  he  is  a  staunch  member  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  Tyrian 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Mount  Olivet 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Zem  Zem  Tem¬ 
ple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 

Mr.  Supplee  married,  April  25,  1901,  Aida  Meyer, 
of  Erie.  A  daughter,  Louise,  born  to  them,  has  since 
died.  Mr.  Supplee  has  his  official  quarters  in  the 
Erie  County  Courthouse,  city  of  Erie. 


EDGAR  TAFT  STEVENSON — Since  entering 
the  newspaper  business  as  a  young  man,  Edgar  Taft 
Stevenson,  of  Titusville,  has,  as  reporter,  editor,  pub¬ 
lisher  and  owner,  run  the  whole  gamut  of  this  inter¬ 
esting  game.  As  a  boy  in  his  early  ’teens  he  learned 
to  “stick”  type  in  a  country  newspaper  plant,  but 
his  newspaper  career  may  be  said  to  have  started 
with  his  acting  as  correspondent  for  newspapers  in 
neighboring  towns. 

Mr.  Stevenson  is  a  native  of  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer 
County,  born  October  1,  1878,  son  of  William  and 
Harriet  (Coleman)  Stevenson,  the  former  pursuing 
a  mercantile  career  throughout  most  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  a  useful  citizen 
in  his  community.  Edgar  Taft  Stevenson  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Sandy  Lake,  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Union  schools  there  in  1895.  After 
brief  periods  of  residence  in  Butler  and  Sharon,  he 
returned  temporarily  to  Sandy  Lake.  Here  he  be¬ 
came  a  regular  correspondent  of  the  Oil  City  “Der¬ 
rick,”  receiving  no  compensation  and  paying  his  own 


expenses.  But  his  work  in  Sandy  Lake  led  to  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  Franklin  (county  seat)  correspondent 
of  the  “Derrick.”  At  the  end  of  his  first  year  he 
joined  the  reportorial  staff  of  the  Franklin  “Evening 
News”  and  while  thus  engaged  seized  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  a  college  education.  He  entered  Bucknell 
University  in  1900  and  was  graduated  in  1904,  when 
he  returned  to  Franklin  and  resumed  his  newspaper 
work,  first  with  the  “Derrick”  and  later  with  the 
“Evening  News.”  He  soon  became  the  “News’”  city 
editor,  then  its  managing  editor  and  remained  on  the 
staff  of  the  Franklin  “News-Herald”  after  the  “Eve¬ 
ning  News”  and  “Daily  Herald”  were  merged  in 
1919. 

On  December  1,  1922,  Mr.  Stevenson  bought  the 
Titusville  “Herald,”  of  which  he  was  sole  owner 
until  its  incorporation  in  January,  1931.  He  is  now 
president,  assistant  treasurer  and  principal  owner  of 
its  stock.  He  also  is  editor. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  financially  interested 
in  some  of  its  industries.  A  staunch  Republican,  he 
is  not  the  holder  of  any  political  office,  but  has  the 
honor  of  serving  the  third  consecutive  term  as  trus¬ 
tee  of  Polk  State  School,  under  appointment  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Steven¬ 
son  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Titusville  Country  Club,  and  the  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Club  of  Milton. 

On  June  27,  1907,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Mr.  Steven¬ 
son  married  Feme  Frick  Braddock,  daughter  of 
James  Saunders  and  Anna  (Frick)  Braddock.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edgar  Taft  Stevenson  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  James  Braddock,  born  March  23, 
1911.  2.  William  DeVore,  born  May  23,  1916. 


FRED  M.  VINSON — Mr.  Vinson  belongs  to  that 
group  of  patriotic  young  men  who  interrupted  their 
college  studies  in  order  to  serve  in  the  armed  forces 
of  the  United  States,  when  this  country  entered  the 
World  War.  Greatly  distinguishing  himself  over¬ 
seas,  Mr.  Vinson,  upon  his  return  to  civilian  life,  did 
not  resume  his  collegiate  education,  but  entered  the 
banking  business  and  ever  since  then  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  County  National  Bank  of  Punxsu- 
tawney,  Jefferson  County.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  able  of  the  younger  generation  of  bankers 
in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  residents  of  Punxsutawney,  where  he  is 
prominently  active  in  fraternal,  religious  and  public 
affairs. 

Fred  M.  Vinson  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Ala¬ 
bama,  October  9,  1895,  a  son  of  James  and  Annie  C. 
(Meyer)  Vinson,  both  natives  of  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land.  His  father  has  long  been  engaged  in  welfare 
work  as  secretary  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tions,  serving  successively  at  Springfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts;  Birmingham,  Alabama,  and  Washington,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Vinson  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Louise,  who  married  C.  W. 
Freitag  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  2. 
James  P.,  a  resident  of  Virginia.  3.  Fred  M.,  of 
whom  further.  Mr.  Vinson  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
the  DuBois  High  School  in  1916.  He  then  entered 
Grove  City  College,  but  left  college  before  graduat¬ 
ing  in  order  to  enlist  in  the  United  States  Army.  At 
first  he  was  attached  to  the  28th  Division,  but  he 
went  overseas  with  the  3d  Division.  He  participated 
in  five  major  battles  and  was  wounded  in  the 
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Argonne.  At  the  end  of  the  war  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  with  the  rank  of  captain.  At 
that  time  he  came  to  Punxsutawney  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  County  National  Bank,  with  which  he 
has  been  identified  ever  since  then.  In  1930  he  was 
appointed  city  treasurer  of  Punxsutawney,  in  which 
office  he  has  served  since  then  with  characteristic 
ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion,  as  well  as  of  vari¬ 
ous  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  the  affairs  of  which  he  is  very  active. 

Mr.  Vinson  married,  March  20,  1919,  Alta  Mae 
Means.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vinson  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Mary  E.,  born  December  25,  1920.  2. 
Elinor  Anne,  born  March  13,  1926. 


JOSEPH  PHILIP  BENSON,  M.  D.~ During 
the  more  than  thirty  years,  during  which  Dr.  Ben¬ 
son  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County,  he  has 
built  up  a  large  and  important  private  practice  and 
has  gained  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  as  an 
exceptionally  skillful  and  reliable  physician.  Of 
course,  Dr.  Benson  is  widely  known  in  the  region, 
in  which  he  has  practiced  ever  since  the  completion 
of  his  medical  education  and  training  and  he  ranks 
as  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  citizens 
of  the  community. 

Joseph  Philip  Benson  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  January  18,  1876,  the  youngest  of  the  nine 
children  of  John  and  Sarah  (Kane)  Benson,  both 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  both  now  deceased.  His  par¬ 
ents  came  to  the  United  States  when  they  were  quite 
young,  and  his  father  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  foundries,  being  a  highly  skilled  furnace  man. 
Dr.  Benson  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  grammar  and  high  schools  and  was  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1895.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1898,  after  which  he  pursued  post¬ 
graduate  work  in  Philadelphia.  In  1899  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Punxsu¬ 
tawney,  Jefferson  County,  of  which  town  he  has  since 
then  been  one  of  the  leading  physicians.  He  is  chief 
of  gynecology  at  the  Punxsutawney  and  Adrian 
hospitals.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  College 
of  Surgeons  (gynecology  obstetrics),  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Med¬ 
ical  Society  and  the  Jefferson  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  as  well  as  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Dr.  Benson  married  (first),  in  1903,  Mary  G.  Ben- 
nis,  a  native  of  Bradford  County,  who  died  in  1922. 
By  this  marriage  he  is  the  father  of  three  children: 
1.  Joseph  Philip,  Jr.  2.  Mary  Louise,  who  married 
John  Kenney,  a  resident  of  California.  3.  Paul  John. 
Dr.  Benson  married  (second),  June  9,  1924,  Anna 
Cecilia  Clark,  a  native  of  Sullivan  County.  By  his 
second  marriage  he  is  the  father  of  one  son,  Daniel 
Clark  Benson. 


FRANK  STAPLES  JACKSON,  Ph.  B.— Edu¬ 
cated  in  the  schools  and  colleges  of  his  native  State, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Jackson  has  devoted  his  entire 
career  to  educational  work  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pennsylvania.  During  his  long  incumbency  of  the 
office  of  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County,  an  office  which  he 
has  filled  now  with  characteristic  ability,  efficiency 
and  conscientiousness  for  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 


Jackson  has  rendered  important  services  to  his  com¬ 
munity  and  has  become  widely  known  as  an  excep¬ 
tionally  capable  educational  administrator.  In  many 
other  ways,  too,  he  constantly  works  towards  fur¬ 
thering  the  cause  of  education  and  he  is  greatly  in 
demand  as  a  lecturer  and  speaker  on  educational 
and  other  topics. 

Frank  Staples  Jackson  was  born  at  Keeneysville, 
November  1,  1872,  a  son  of  the  late  Wallace  E.  and 
Mary  E.  (Staples)  Jackson.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  his  mother  of  Vermont.  The  former, 
who  was  an  expert  mechanic  and  for  many  years  and 
until  his  death  in  charge  of  the  tool  fitting  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  shops  at 
Jersey  Shore,  died  in  1912,  the  latter  in  1927.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wallace  E.  Jackson  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
the  subject  of  this  article:  Mary,  Frank  Staples, 
Thad  L.,  Lora  and  another  daughter,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Jackson  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  then  was  graduated  from  the 
Mansfield  State  Normal  School  and  later  from 
Grove  City  College.  In  later  years,  after  he  had 
been  actively  engaged  in  educational  work,  he  pur¬ 
sued  post-graduate  work  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City.  His  first  experience  as  an  educa¬ 
tor  was  gained  in  rural  schools,  in  which  he  taught 
for  three  years.  Next  he  served  as  principal  of  vari¬ 
ous  borough  schools  for  nine  years.  At  the  end  of 
this  period  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  Punxsutawney,  in  which  position 
he  has  continued  to  serve  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  past  president  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  superintendence  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Education  Association,  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Athletic  Control  for  the  past  five  years,  and 
a  former  treasurer  of  the  P.  I.  A.  A.,  in  which  office 
he  served  during  1923-26.  During  1921-23  he  was  an 
extension  instructor  for  the  Clarion  State  Normal 
School,  giving  courses  in  economics,  sociology,  com¬ 
merce  and  finance,  industrial  history  and  the  history 
and  principles  of  education.  In  1922  he  served  in  a 
similar  capacity  for  the  Pennsylvania  State  College, 
giving  courses  in  economics  and  sociology.  During 
1922-23  he  was  a  lecturer  in  education  at  the  Clarion 
State  Normal  School  and  during  1924-26  at  the  In¬ 
diana  Normal  School.  He  is  a  frequent  contribu¬ 
tor  to  various  educational  publications,  including 
the  “Journal  of  Education,”  published  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts;  the  “Pennsylvania  School  Journal”; 
and  the  “Ohio  Educational  Monthly.”  Mr.  Jackson 
has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  address  civic  and 
educational  organizations  and  his  most  recent  public 
appearances  have  been  before  the  Jefferson  County 
Institute,  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Education  As¬ 
sociation  at  Pittsburgh,  the  DuBois  Rotary  Club,  the 
Brookville  Kiwanis  Club  and  the  Punxsutawney 
Kiwanis  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Punxsu¬ 
tawney  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Punxsutawney  Public  Library,  the 
Punxsutawney  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Punxsutaw¬ 
ney  Rotary  Club,  of  which  latter  he  is  a  past  pres¬ 
ident.  For  many  years  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he 
is  a  past  master  of  the  local  Blue  Lodge  and  be¬ 
longs  to  various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder. 

Mr.  Jackson  married,  April  16,  1902,  Katharine 
Carr,  a  native  of  Tioga  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jackson  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Jean 
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Elizabeth,  born  August  1 6,  1903,  who  is  now  art 
instructor  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Castle.  2. 
Mark  Carr,  born  January  3,  1905,  principal  of  the 
Eldred  Township  High  School. 


DR.  ANDREW  WILKINS  WILSON,  JR.— 

Founder  and  for  more  than  forty  years  president  of 
the  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School  at  Saltsburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Dr.  Andrew  Wilkins  Wilson,  Jr.,  rose  to  a 
position  of  eminence  in  the  world  of  American  edu¬ 
cation.  The  school  which  he  loved  became,  under  his 
guidance,  one  of  the  finest  preparatory  schools  in 
the  East,  while  his  spirit  and  constructive  influence 
always  remained  with  the  boys  who  passed  the  forma¬ 
tive  years  of  their  life  at  Kiskiminetas. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  born  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  on 
June  29,  1863,  the  opening  day  of  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  His  father,  Andrew  W.  Wilson,  Sr., 
was  a  prominent  merchant  of  Indiana,  and  both  he 
and  the  mother  of  the  family  were  deeply  interested 
in  education  and  religion,  being  determined  that  their 
children  should  grow  to  useful  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood  with  every  advantage  that  it  was  possible  to 
give  them. 

Andrew  W.  Wilson,  Jr.,  attended  the  Indiana  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  and  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School 
at  Indiana,  of  which  his  father  was  later  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  Princeton  College,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  honors  when  he  was  only  twenty,  and 
thereafter  for  two  years  taught  at  Hill  School,  in 
Pottstown.  In  the  meantime  he  decided  upon  a  legal 
career,  studying  law  for  two  years  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  following  his  admission  to  the 
bar  of  Indiana  County  in  1886,  he  discovered  that 
the  practice  of  law  would  always  be  second  in  his 
consideration  to  educational  work.  In  the  fall  of 
1886,  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  W.  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Salts¬ 
burg  Presbyterian  Church,  suggested  to  A.  W.  Wil¬ 
son,  Sr.,  that  the  Kiskiminetas  Springs  Hotel  prop¬ 
erty  would  make  an  ideal  location  for  a  boys’  school 
and  that  it  could  be  purchased  at  a  very  reasonable 
price.  Andrew  W.  Wilson,  Jr.,  was  immediately 
taken  with  the  idea,  and  with  immense  enthusiasm 
began  steps  which  would  enable  him  to  adopt  the 
proposal.  So  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School  was  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1888  school  opened  for  its  first  ses¬ 
sion  under  the  management  of  Dr.  Wilson  and  his 
associate  of  many  years,  R.  Willis  Fair,  Ph.  D.  Dr. 
Fair  was  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  schools  at 
Millersville  and  Indiana,  where  he  specialized  in 
science.  Later  he  taught  for  twelve  years  at  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Indiana.  When  Dr.  Wilson 
was  ready  to  open  the  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School, 
he  invited  Dr.  Fair  to  become  his  partner,  and  both 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fair  were  active  in  the  early  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  school.  Dr.  Fair  remained  connected 
with  the  school  until  1913. 

Meanwhile  the  growth  and  development  of  Kiski¬ 
minetas  school  proceeded  with  remarkable  consist¬ 
ency.  From  the  beginning,  Dr.  Wilson  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  establish  and  maintain  the  highest  stand¬ 
ards  of  excellence,  both  in  scholarship  and  in  the 
less  tangible  but  even  more  important  sphere  of 
moral  guidance  and  training.  The  result  was  soon 
evident.  The  fame  of  the  school  spread  through¬ 
out  the  country.  Qualifications  for  entrance  were 
rigid  and  the  enrollment  was  always  strictly  limited 
to  a  number  sufficiently  small  so  that  each  boy 
could  receive  the  personal  instruction  and  guidance 
so  necessary  for  the  finest  results.  Beautifully  sit¬ 


uated  in  the  foothills  of  the  Alleghanies,  overlooking 
the  headwaters  of  the  Kiskiminetas  River,  the  phy¬ 
sical  setting  of  the  school  is  the  rare  natural  beauty. 
Two  hundred  acres  of  land  comprise  the  school 
grounds,  and  the  buildings  are  all  thoroughly  equipped 
for  their  purpose  and  are  thoroughly  modern  in  every 
detail.  Members  of  the  faculty  are  exceptionally  well 
qualified  to  be  both  instructors  and  counselors  of  the 
boys,  and  no  school  in  the  country  of  similar  grade 
enjoys  a  better  reputation.  Students  of  Kiskiminetas 
are  received  without  question  on  certificate  in  every 
college  in  the  United  States  which  does  not  require 
entrance  examinations,  while  the  thorough  training 
which  all  Kiski  boys  receive  enable  them  to  pass 
without  difficulty  the  most  rigid  entrance  require¬ 
ments  of  American  universities. 

Dr.  Wilson  remained  as  president  of  the  school 
until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  a  very  real  sense  it 
stands  today  as  a  monument  to  his  vision,  creative 
energy  and  fine  spirit.  No  one  who  ever  studied 
under  him  could  forget  his  vigorous  and  lovable 
nature,  and  at  his  death  hundreds  of  his  old  students 
paid  high  tribute  to  the  value  of  his  life  and  work. 
In  a  memorial  brochure  issued  at  the  school  after  he 
had  passed  away,  many  of  these  tributes  were  col¬ 
lected  and  published.  The  following  paragraphs  were 
written  by  one  of  his  early  students  and  may  fittingly 
be  quoted  here: 

We  old  boys  who  returned  to  do  him  honor  have 
retold  countless  stories  of  inspiration  and  adventure 
involving-  this  dear  old  friend  who  had  so  deeply  influ¬ 
enced  our  lives  and  showered  his  love  upon  us.  We 
recall  the  history  of  his  youth — how  he  studied  hard 
during  his  vacations  until  four  o’clock  each  afternoon 
and  then  joined  his  baseball  team  to  play  and  practice 
harder  than  any  boy  on  the  field.  How  he  loved  to 
recount  his  prowess  at  the  “plate,”  and  on  the  bases  ! 
How  he  missed  a  train  connection  at  Blairsville  and 
had  to  be  driven  at  breakneck  speed  from  there  to 
Indiana  to  play  an  important  game  with  the  Old 
Magenta’s,  and  how  the  old  horse  that  had  hauled  him 
dropped  dead  just  as  Andy  knocked  the  ball  over  the 
fence  on  his  first  trip  to  the  plate !  How  he  stole 
more  bases  at  Princeton  than  any  man  on  the  team, 
and  how  he  captained  the  first  baseball  team  that  was 
organized  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  These 
and  many  other  tales  he  told  us  and  they  were  ever 
new  and  interesting  because  he  was  the  only  man  we 
ever  knew  who  could  talk  about  himself  and  make 
you  love  him  for  it. 

We  speak  of  him  as  “Andy”  with  the  deepest  respect 
because  he  was  our  companion  and  understood  us  bet¬ 
ter  than  our  parents.  He  has  met  us  all  at  the  “bum¬ 
mer”  and  escorted  us  up  the  hill  with  cheerful  laughter 
and  we  have  found  him  sleeping  in  our  beds  when  we 
came  in  later  than  the  rules  allowed. 

We  have  played  baseball,  hockey,  basketball,  golf, 
and  tennis  with  him  and  he  always  added  a  spark  and 
a  new  interest  to  every  game.  He  played  hard  and  he 
played  to  win.  He  gave  no  quarter  and  he  asked 
none,  but  he  was  the  squarest  and  whitest  sportsman 
we  ever  knew.  His  example  was  the  inspiration  of 
every  team  that  ever  represented  the  old  school  and 
it  will  continue  to  be. 

Remember  how  he  drilled  us  in  Greek  and  Virgil  and 
how  he  simply  made  us  master  the  subject?  Some¬ 
times  we  had  to  write  the  same  lessdn  three  times  a 
day,  but  our  teacher  was  always  fresh  and  enthu¬ 
siastic. 

He  had  the  same  love  for  the  weak  and  the  indif¬ 
ferent.  In  fact  we  often  thought  he  loved  the  indif¬ 
ferent  and  the  weak  amongst  us  most  because  they 
needed  it  most.  We  have  heard  that  he  was  usually 
the  most  reluctant  member  of  the  board  to  expel!  a 
boy.  He  gave  the  worst  of  us  more  chances  than  we 
ever  deserved. 

We  can  never  forget  that  he  was  the  hardest  worker 
and  the  most  courageous  person  that  we  have  ever 
known,  and  we  believe  if  two  teams  of  A.  W.  Wilsons 
could  be  assembled  on  the  baseball  field  or  the  grid¬ 
iron,  no  officials  would  be  needed  to  enforce  the  rules. 
Yes,  until  our  last  day  we  old  boys  will  retell  these 
intimate  stories  of  a  great  schoolmaster.  We  have 
lost  a  dear  friend  but  we  have  gained  a  priceless 
memory* 
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This  was  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  boys  who 
had  known  Dr.  Wilson  as  teacher,  companion  and 
friend.  Among  his  colleagues  in  the  educational 
world  he  was  equally  admired  and  loved.  He  num¬ 
bered  his  friends,  by  the  hundreds,  while  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  distinguished  services  to  education,  he  was 
honored  by  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  and  by  Lafayette 
College  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

At  one  time,  Dr.  Wilson  was  for  some  years  a 
trustee  of  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  His  religious  affiliations  always  were  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  For  some  years  he  was 
a  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Indiana  and 
for  thirty-five  years  he  was  an  elder  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  at  Saltsburg.  Throughout  his  life  he 
was  a  firm  believer  in  and  a  strong  advocate  of  tem¬ 
perance.  Always  an  intense  student  of  history,  he 
was  also  deeply  interested  in  music. 

In  1889,  Dr.  Wilson  married  Bessie  G.  Sansom, 
of  Indiana,  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Sarah  (Leader) 
Sansom.  Mrs.  Wilson’s  father,  the  late  James  B. 
Sansom,  was  well  known  as  an  editor  in  Indiana  and 
Bedford  counties  and  at  one  time  was  editor  of  the 
Pittsburgh  “Democrat.”  He  was  prominent  as  a 
Mason  and  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  a  graduate  of  In¬ 
diana  State  Normal  School  in  the  class  of  1883,  and 
subsequently  taught  and  studied  music  and  voice  cul¬ 
ture  in  Washington  City.  After  her  marriage,  she 
aided  her  husband  in  his  work  at  Kiski,  giving  her¬ 
self  with  the  same  devotion  and  enthusiasm  which 
were  distinguished  features  of  his  career.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Sarah  Sansom,  who  married  James  L.  Marks.  2. 
Anna  Graham,  who  married  John  J.  Daub.  3.  Gladys 
M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  M.  Edwin  Greene  of 
Harrisburg.  4.  Ella  May,  wife  of  L.  M.  Clark  of 
Norwood,  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Wilson  died  on  March  3,  1930,  while  still  in  the 
full  prime  of  active  manhood,  “for  despite  his  sixty- 
seven  years,  he  was  a  youth  in  spirit  and  enthu¬ 
siasm.”  It  is  impossible  to  indicate  here  with  any 
adequacy  the  deep  and  poignant  sorrow  which  word 
of  his  death  brought  to  all  those  who  knew  him.  “A 
moulder  of  character  passes,”  wrote  the  Pittsburgh 
“Gazette  Times”  editorially,  and  the  following  just 
words  of  praise  may  serve  to  bring  this  record  to  a 
close: 

The  place  of  Dr.  Andrew  W.  Wilson,  Jr.,  who  has 
just  died  at  Saltsburg-,  Pennsylvania,  will  not  soon  be 
filled  in  the  ranks  of  Pennsylvania  educators.  His 
work  as  the  founder  and  continuous  president  of  the 
Kiskiminetas  Springs  School  for  forty-two  years 
brought  him  national  recognition.  He  was  an  influ¬ 
ence  for  good  in  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  men  who  as 
boys  sat  under  his  teachings  in  classes,  played  with 
him  on  the  athletic  fields  and  counseled  with  him  in 
his  study.  He  was  the  sort  of  older  man  liked  instinc¬ 
tively  by  boys.  An  all-around  athlete  and  a  notable 
scholar  himself,  he  knew  how  to  lead  boys  to  round  out 
their  lives,  to  play  hard  and  study  effectively. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  only  twenty-five  years  of  age  when 
he  began  his  work  at  Saltsburg.  Education,  like 
other  phases  of  life,  has  seen  many  changes  since 
then.  Kiski  kept  abreast  of  them.  Many  of  those  who 
graduated  went  on  to  colleges  and  knew  other  alma 
maters ;  all  of  them  retain  kindly  memories  of  their 
“prep  school”  and  not  a  person  among  them  will  fail 
to  look  back  to  other  days  on  reading  of  the  death 
of  him  who  was  known  unofficially  but  affectionately 
at  “Andy”  Wilson.  His  work  was  well  built  and  will 
continue.  His  influence,  too,  will  not  pass  quickly. 


ROLAND  M.  MORGAN— A  native  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian,  Roland  M.  Morgan  has  been  able  to  more  than 
an  ordinary  degree,  in  his  legal  work,  to  understand 


the  special  characteristics  and  needs  of  the  people  of 
this  State,  where  he  has  done  practically  all  his  work. 
First  in  Pittsburgh,  then  in  Philipsburg,  and  for  a 
time  in  both  places,  he  was  active  in  his  profession; 
and  today  he  continues  his  practice  of  law  in  Philips¬ 
burg,  where  he  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by 
his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Johnstown  on  January 
22,  1897,  son  of  Charles  L.  and  Kate  (McLain) 
Morgan.  His  father  was  born  in  England  while  his 
parents,  the  grandparents  of  Roland  M.  Morgan, 
were  in  that  country  on  a  visit.  He  had  charge  of 
one  of  the  offices  of  the  Cambria  Steel  Company 
until  1912,  when  he  joined  forces  with  the  James 
H.  Corbett  Railway  Construction  Company,  becom¬ 
ing  its  general  manager.  He  now  makes  his  home 
in  Pittsburgh.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Kate  (McLain) 
Morgan,  was  born  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Roland  M., 
of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record.  2.  Harriet  W., 
who  lives  at  home  with  her  family.  3.  Mildred,  now 
deceased.  4.  Evelyn,  also  living  at  home. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  Johnstown, 
Roland  M.  Morgan  received  his  earliest  formal  edu¬ 
cation;  and  after  he  had  completed  his  preliminary 
training  through  the  common  and  high  school  grades, 
he  became  a  student  at  the  Dickinson  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1923.  In  that  year 
he  opened  a  law  office  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  prac¬ 
ticed  continuously  thereafter  until  December,  1927. 
He  then  devoted  his  time  wholly  to  his  practice 
in  Philipsburg,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  his 
professional  work  and  is  performing  labors  of  great 
value  to  his  fellowmen  and  his  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State,  Centre  County 
and  Clearfield  Bar  associations. 

Actively  concerned  with  a  number  of  very  worth 
while  enterprises  in  the  civic  and  social  life  of  this 
place,  Mr.  Morgan  by  no  means  confines  his  efforts 
to  the  professional  realm,  but  extends  them  into  any 
branch  of  local  affairs  in  which  he  believes  that  they 
may  be  of  advantage.  A  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  he  has  for  many  years  been  a 
leader  in  its  work  and  he  is  enabled  by  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Rotary  Club  to  sponsor  and  advocate 
many  beneficial  projects  in  Philipsburg.  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan  has  also  seen  military  service,  having  enlisted  in 
1917,  and  served  with  Company  E  of  the  26th  Engi¬ 
neering  Corps,  an  unattached  unit  with  which  he  was 
in  action  overseas  during  the  World  War  period  until 
March,  1918.  He  is  a  member  of  John  Ashley  Dennis 
Post,  No.  437,  American  Legion.  Into  all  his  work 
and  all  the  varied  activities  of  his  life,  he  has  regu¬ 
larly  put  his  best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure 
of  enthusiasm,  with  the  result  that  he  is  esteemed 
and  respected  by  his  fellowmen  in  widely  varying 
walks  of  life.  His  religious  faith  is  Presbyterian. 

Roland  M.  Morgan  married,  on  March  30,  1929, 
Ruth  Dempsey,  a  native  of  Johnstown. 

Among  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Morgan  has  served 
faithfully  and  effectively  as  borough  solicitor,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  holds  this  position  of  civic  re¬ 
sponsibility. 


EDWARD  THOMAS  KELLEY— For  the  last 

twelve  years  and  ever  since  his  admission  to  the  bar 
Mr.  Kelley  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Clearfield.  Energetic  and  very 
able,  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  important  practice 
and  enjoys  the  highest  possible  professional  stand¬ 
ing.  Since  coming  to  Clearfield  he  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  various  phases  of  the  community’s  life 
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and  has  become  a  popular  member  of  several  fra¬ 
ternal  and  other  organizations. 

Edward  Thomas  Kelley  was  born  in  Camden,  New 
Jersey,  November  29,  1891,  the  only  child  of  John 
J.  and  Ella  T.  (Boylan)  Kelley,  both  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  His  father  is  a  traveling  salesman.  Mr.  Kel¬ 
ley  received  his  collegiate  education  at  St.  Joseph’s 
College  in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  class  of 
1914.  He  studied  law  at  the  Law  School  of  Temple 
University,  Philadelphia,  graduating  from  that  insti¬ 
tution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  class  of 
1919.  Soon  after  the  United  States  entered  the  World 
War  in  1917,  Mr.  Kelley  entered  the  first  officers’ 
training  camp  at  Fort  Myer,  Virginia,  in  May,  1917. 
where  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  of  infantry, 
with  which  rank  he  served  throughout  the  World 
War.  Having  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  Mr.  Kelley  returned  to  civilian  life 
and  in  1919  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar. 
Ever  since  then  he  has  practiced  law  at  Clearfield, 
where  he  quickly  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as 
an  exceptionally  able  and  resourceful  lawyer.  He  also 
maintains  a  law  office  in  Philipsburg  under  the  firm 
name  of  Kelley  and  Johnston.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association  and  the  State 
chairman  of  the  American  Legion  Legislative  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Kelley  married,  in  October,  1919,  Gertrude 
McManus,  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion  having  enlisted  as  yeomanette 
in  the  Navy  during  the  war,  daughter  of  Patricius 
and  Elizabeth  McManus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Elizabeth  Cecelia,  Ger¬ 
trude  Marian  and  Patricia  Kelley. 


FRANK  A.  LORENZO,  M.  D. — For  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century  the  town  of  Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson  County,  and  the  surrounding  country  have 
been  the  scene  of  Dr.  Lorenzo’s  successful  profes¬ 
sional  activities  as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  During 
this  period  he  has  built  up  a  large  private  practice  and 
has  also  been  prominently  active  in  hospital  work  and 
as  a  surgeon  for  several  corporations.  Dr.  Lorenzo 
ranks  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  in  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania  and  is  a  popular  and  highly  respected 
resident  of  Punxsutawney. 

Frank  A.  Lorenzo  was  born  in  Italy  July  12,  1880,  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  (Farri)  Lorenzo.  When 
he  was  only  six  years  old,  in  1886,  his  family  came  to 
this  country  and  at  first  settled  in  New  York  City. 
In  1894  they  came  to  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Lorenzo’s 
father,  now  retired,  was  formerly  a  merchant.  The 
doctor  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  the 
three  older  are  now  deceased.  He  has  one  brother, 
Charles  A.  Lorenzo,  a  well-known  attorney  of  De¬ 
troit,  Michigan,  and  one  sister,  Emma,  who  lives  with 
her  parents.  Dr.  Lorenzo  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  City  and  Punxsu¬ 
tawney.  He  then  attended  Pennsylvania  State  Col¬ 
lege  and  also  studied  under  private  tutors.  After  that 
he  took  the  regents  examination  of  New  York  City  for 
entrance  to  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Columbia  University,  New  York  City,  and  in  1900 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
New  York  City,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1904.  After  that  he 
gained  his  practical  experience  at  die  Roosevelt  Hos¬ 
pital,  at  the  Vanderbilt  Clinic,  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 


pital,  and  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  all  in  New  York  City. 
At  the  completion  of  his  medical  studies  and  practical 
training  he  returned  to  Punxsutawney  and  established 
himself  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  in  which  he  has 
continued  ever  since  that  time  with  marked  success. 
He  had  post-graduate  study  in  brain  surgery  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia  in  1917,  and  bone  surgery  in  New  York  City. 

Dr.  Lorenzo  holds  the  chair  of  orthopedic  surgery 
on  the  staffs  of  the  Adrian  and  the  Punxsutawney 
hospitals,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  indus¬ 
trial  surgeon  for  the  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company  and  for  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Railway,  this  latter  corporation  now  having 
been  taken  over  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 
Besides  being  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  is  third  vice-president,  the  Jefferson 
County  Medical  Society,  and  the  Volunteer  Medical 
Service  Corps  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense, 
Dr.  Lorenzo  also  maintains  membership  in  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  director  of  both  the  Punxsutawney  Qub  and 
the  Punxsutawney  Country  Qub,  and  a  director,  rep¬ 
resenting  Pennsylvania,  of  the  American  Automobile 
Association.  While  in  college  he  became  a  member 
of  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  Fraternity. 

Dr.  Lorenzo  married,  in  May,  1905,  Mary  Gorman 
Sutter,  of  Punxsutawney,  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Martha  (Colwell)  Sutter.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lorenzo, 
who  make  their  home  at  No.  312  East  Union  Street, 
Punxsutawney,  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Jose¬ 
phine,  who  married  Albert  Carlisle,  of  DuBois,  Clear¬ 
field  County. 


GEORGE  M.  McDONALD — For  almost  forty 
years  George  M.  McDonald  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson  County. 
Beginning  his  active  career  at  the  bar  in  1894,  he 
quickly  rose  to  a  position  of  prominence  here  and  with 
the  passing  years  has  continued  to  hold  high  place  in 
his  chosen  profession. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  on  December  29,  1866,  a  son  of  Samuel  M. 
and  Mary  C.  (Timblin)  McDonald,  both  natives  of 
Jefferson  County  and  both  now  deceased.  His  father, 
a  lumberman,  served  as  county  commissioner  and 
county  auditor.  He  died  on  March  31,  1910,  and  his 
wife,  who  survived  him  about  two  years,  passed  away 
in  1912.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  George  M.  was  the  fourth. 

He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  public  schools  and,  following  graduation  from 
high  school,  entered  Clarion  Normal  School.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  devoted  himself  to  educational 
work  but  subsequently  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
under  W.  L.  McCracken  of  Brookville  and  in  1894 
was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar.  At  that  time 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Reynolds¬ 
ville,  where  his  activities  have  since  centered.  Mr. 
McDonald’s  thorough  knowledge  of  all  phases  of  legal 
theory  and  practice  have  made  his  services  particularly 
valuable  to  those  who  consult  him  professionally.  He 
soon  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  practice  whose 
duties  require  all  his  time  and  attention.  Aside  from 
his  home  and  his  profession,  he  has  few  outside  inter¬ 
ests.  Mr.  McDonald  is  affiliated,  however,  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  in  this  order  is  a 
member  of  many  higher  bodies,  including  Coudersport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He 
worships  with  his  family  in  the  Presbyterian  faith. 
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On  June  20,  1894,  George  M.  McDonald  married 
Elizabeth  Daily,  a  native  of  Clearfield  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 

1.  Ronald  L.,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

2.  G.  Malcolm,  an  attorney  at  Pittsburgh.  3.  Martha 
Catherine,  wife  of  D.  L.  Coale  of  Yonkers,  New  York. 
4.  Marian  C.,  of  New  York  City. 


GEORGE  W.  GANN,  M.  D.— In  the  profes¬ 
sional  world,  George  W.  Gann,  M.  D.,  occupies  a 
position  of  importance  and  high  esteem  in  the  com¬ 
munity  of  DuBois,  where  he  is  widely  known  among 
medical  men  as  a  physician  of  rare  talents  and  accom¬ 
plishments.  His  career  has  proven  him  well  adapted 
to  work  in  the  great  healing  craft  of  which  he  is  a 
member ;  and  individuality  and  personal  aptitude  have 
combined  with  knowledge  and  skill  to  render  him  a 
leader  in  medical  circles. 

Dr.  Gann  was  born  near  Jersey  Shore,  Pennsylvania, 
on  June  8,  1868,  son  of  William  and  Harriet  (Meix- 
ell)  Gann,  both  natives  of  this  Commonwealth.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  man  highly 
esteemed  and  beloved  by  his  fellow-citizens.  Both 
parents  are  now  deceased.  To  them  were  born  three 
children,  of  whom  Dr.  Gann  is  one :  1.  Albert  M.,  of 
Renova.  2.  Elmer,  who  lives  in  Williamsport.  3. 
George  W.,  of  further  mention. 

After  completing  his  attendance  at  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  district,  George  W.  Gann,  of  whom  this 
is  primarily  a  record,  determined  upon  a  career  in 
medicine,  and  accordingly  matriculated  at  the  Hahne¬ 
mann  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1894  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  In  the  Quaker  City,  too,  he  did  his  post¬ 
graduate  work,  later  supplementing  these  studies  with 
similar  work  in  Chicago.  He  began  his  active  practice 
however  in  1894,  the  year  in  which  he  took  his  medical 
degree,  coming  to  DuBois  to  open  offices.  He  was  the 
first  physician  to  own  and  operate  an  X-ray  machine 
in  this  community,  and  early  became  known  and  recog¬ 
nized  for  his  activities  in  this  connection.  Here  he 
has  carried  on  his  professional  work  since  that  time, 
performing  valuable  services  and  acquiring  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  leadership  among  the  people  of  the  town. 

Dr.  Gann  is  not  a  man  who  has  interested  himself 
extensively  in  social  organizations,  having  always 
been  busily  engaged  in  his  professional  work.  He 
has,  however,  concerned  himself  frequently  with  the 
furtherance  of  worth-while  projects  in  DuBois,  and 
has  been  consistently  found  on  the  side  of  progress 
and  civic  advancement.  But  his  foremost  energies 
he  gives  to  the  great  profession  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

Dr.  George  W.  Gann  married  Justa  Sheadle,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Treat)  Sheadle.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Woodward 
Sheadle,  who  is  now  deceased.  2.  Adah  Sheadle,  also 
deceased.  3.  A.  Tyson,  deceased.  4.  Lydia.  5.  Belle, 
deceased.  6.  Justa,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Gann.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gann  have  no  children. 


CLEMENT  J.  ALDERFER— Superintendent  of 
schools  at  DuBois,  Clement  J.  Alderfer  has  devoted 
his  entire  active  career  to  educational  work.  He  is 
well  fitted  by  training  and  previous  experience  for  the 
position  which  he  holds  and  his  administration  of  the 
duties  of  his  office  has  been  marked  by  consistent 
success. 

Mr.  Alderfer  was  born  at  St.  Marys  July  24,  1894,  a 
son  of  John  and  Ann  (Eddy)  Alderfer.  His  father, 


who  was  born  in  Cameron  County,  has  been  associated 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  many  years  and 
is  now  a  dispatcher  at  Erie.  The  mother,  a  native  of 
Elk  County,  died  on  September  18,  1916. 

Gement  J.  Alderfer,  only  child  of  this  marriage, 
received  his  education  in  Pennsylvania  schools  and 
following  his  graduation  from  Renova  High  School  in 
1911,  attended  Dickinson  Seminary  at  Williamsport 
for  one  year.  Subsequently  he  entered  Swarthmore 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1917.  Later 
Mr.  Alderfer  took  degrees  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1925  and  at  Columbia  University  in 
1929.  In  1917  he  began  a  two-year  period  as  a  teacher 
at  Connellsville  High  School.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  became  superintendent  of  schools  at  Port  Alle¬ 
ghany,  where  he  remained  for  five  years,  and  in  1926 
came  to  DuBois  to  assume  his  present  position  as 
superintendent  of  city  schools.  Mr.  Alder fer's  efforts 
have  been  of  notable  value  in  raising  the  standards  of 
the  school  system  here,  and  the  importance  of  his 
work  is  well  recognized.  While  he  has  always  de¬ 
voted  his  chief  attention  to  his  professional  duties,  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  general  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  After  the  entry  of  the 
United  States  into  the  World  War  in  1917,  Mr. 
Alderfer  enlisted  as  a  cadet  in  the  aviation  service, 
and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Dick,  Dallas,  Texas,  for 
nine  months.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion  at  DuBois  and  worships  with  his  family  in  the 
Methodist  faith. 

On  August  20,  1921,  Clement  J.  Alderfer  married 
Katherine  Mayo,  who  was  born  at  Smethport.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  John  Mayo,  Gement 
Robinson,  Elizabeth  Anne,  and  Kenneth  William. 


ANTHONY  HILE — Almost  half  a  century  ago, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  Hile  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Curwensville  National  Bank.  It  is 
characteristic  of  him  that  he  has  continued  with  this 
one  bank  ever  since  then  and  it  is  equally  character¬ 
istic  of  him  that  he  has  risen  from  a  clerical  position 
to  one  of  importance  and  responsibility,  being  now  and 
having  been  for  many  years  past  the  cashier  of  this 
well-known  and  long  established  financial  institution. 
In  this  position  Mr.  Hile  has  done  much  to  further  the 
progress  and  the  development  of  this  town  and  of 
Clearfield  County,  of  which  he  is  a  native  and  life¬ 
long  resident.  For  many  years  he  has  been  promi¬ 
nently  active  in  the  work  of  his  church  and  in  other 
ways,  too,  he  has  always  freely  participated  in  the  life 
of  the  community. 

Anthony  Hile  was  born  in  the  borough  of  Lumber 
City,  Clearfield  County,  June  12,  1864,  a  son  of  the 
late  James  Harvey  and  Mary  Hannah  (Henry)  Hile. 
He  is  a  descendant  of  four  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Clearfield  County.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
Clearfield  County,  was  a  well-known  lumberman  and 
died  on  April  7,  1927.  Mr.  Hile’s  mother,  also  a 
native  of  Gearfield  County,  died  on  December  29, 
1918.  The  older  Mr.  Hile  had  served  as  county 
auditor  and  also  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Hile 
has  one  younger  brother,  Gurney,  a  farmer  of  Gear- 
field  County.  Having  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Clearfield  County,  Mr.  Hile  then 
attended  the  academy  at  Lumber  City.  After  leaving 
school  Mr.  Hile  entered  the  mercantile  business  as  a 
clerk,  continuing  with  this  type  of  work  for  five 
years.  In  1886  he  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  Curwensville  National  Bank.  Untiring  energy 
and  industry  and  close  attention  to  the  duties  assigned 
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to  him  from  time  to  time  gained  him  promotions  to 
positions  of  ever  increasing  importance  and  responsi¬ 
bility  until  he  finally  was  made  cashier.  In  this  posi¬ 
tion  Mr.  Hile  has  continued  to  serve  for  many  years, 
and  the  steady  growth  and  prosperity  which  the  Cur- 
wensville  National  Bank  has  enjoyed  is  to  a  great 
extent  the  result  of  his  work.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Order  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  an  elder  for 
thirty-five  years. 

Mr.  Hile  married,  October  22,  1890,  Margaret  E. 
Mead,  like  himself  a  native  of  Clearfield  County,  who 
died  June  15,  1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hile  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children:  1.  Anthony,  3d,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year.  2.  Margaret,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  father. 


EDWARD  ORRIN  CRAWFCJRD— The  pioneer¬ 
ing  instinct  seems  to  run  in  families  and  shows  itself 
in  the  careers  of  some  of  their  members.  Edward 
Orrin  Crawford,  of  Emlenton,  Venango  County, 
sought  no  frontiers  but  did  seek  petroleum  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  United  States  and  with  skill  and 
success.  He  was  a  native  of  Emlenton,  born  August 
21,  1868,  the  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Jane  T.  Craw¬ 
ford,  descendants  of  old  Pennsylvania  stock  who  had 
settled  in  the  region  when  it  was  little  more  than  a 
wilderness.  Samuel  Crawford  was  one  of  the  hardy 
multitude  which  crossed  the  continent  to  seek  gold 
in  California  in  1849,  and  remained  there  for  several 
years,  returning  to  his  native  home  with  money  in 
his  pockets  and  ready  to  seek  a  new  adventure.  This 
was  found  at  home,  and  he  became  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  pioneers  of  the  Pennsylvania  oil  production 
business. 

His  son,  Edward  Orrin  Crawford  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Emlenton  and  the  famous  old  Em¬ 
lenton  Academy.  Not  for  him  were  the  years  of 
study  in  a  collegiate  institution;  life  and  its  activ¬ 
ities  possessed  too  many  attractions  and  he  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  the  lure  of  the  oil  fields.  He  worked  in 
minor  capacities  in  the  regions  where  oil  wells 
abounded,  and  by  his  own  abilities  was  soon  a  field 
superintendent  of  operations  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Oklahoma.  Sometimes  he  was  managing  his  own 
affairs  and  wells;  more  often  he  was  serving  several 
companies  in  their  work  in  a  single  field.  He  had 
leases,  wells  and  royalties,  in  several  locations,  but 
mainly  in  Oklahoma,  and  prospered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Crawford  always  made  Emlenton  his  headquar¬ 
ters  and  home,  and  to  the  progress  and  prosperity 
of  the  town  he  contributed  liberally.  If  he  profited 
by  his  ventures,  so  did  those  who  were  needy  or 
unfortunate.  There  was  no  show  about  his  liberality, 
and  he  preferred  private  philanthropy  to  organized 
charity.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  affilia¬ 
tions,  but  not  a  seeker  of  office.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being 
a  member  of  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry  up  to  and 
including  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  and  he  was  a  Shriner,  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  .He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  attended  the  local  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Edward  Orrin  Crawford,  on  October  16,  1893, 
married  Alice  Messer,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Jane  Messer,  the  former  of  whom  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Emlen¬ 
ton.  Mrs.  Crawford  is  a  cultured  lady  of  great 
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charm,  interested  in  her  town  and  in  the  welfare  of 
its  people,  and  is  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  have 
the  privilege  of  knowing  her.  Mr.  Crawford  died 
August  14,  1913,  as  the  result  of  an  automobile  ac¬ 
cident,  mourned  by  the  community  as  one  of  its  fore¬ 
most  citizens,  and  by  his  numerous  friends  who  held 
him  in  high  regard.  He  kept  alive  the  traditions  of 
his  family,  and  the  name  will  be  written  large  in 
the  permanent  annals  of  Emlenton. 


JOHN  CARLISLE  ARNOLD— A  native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  Clearfield  County,  Mr.  Arnold 
has  long  been  one  of  this  county’s  well  known  law¬ 
yers.  He  enjoys  a  high  professional  standing  and 
a  large  practice.  His  popularity  in  the  county  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  served  several  terms  as 
district  attorney  of  Clearfield  County,  which  impor¬ 
tant  office  he  filled  with  characteristic  ability,  effici¬ 
ency  and  conscientiousness.  Both  at  DuBois,  where 
he  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  career  and  at  the 
county  seat,  Clearfield,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
and  practiced  his  profession  for  the  last  thirteen 
years,  Mr.  Arnold  is  well  known  and  highly  respected. 
Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Clearfield  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  life  of  the  community  and  quite 
naturally  is  regarded  one  of  its  representative  and 
substantial  citizens. 

John  Carlisle  Arnold  was  born  at  Curwensville, 
Clearfield  County,  March  10,  1887,  a  son  of  the  late 
William  C.  and  Jane  (Irvin)  Arnold,  both  natives  of 
Clearfield  County  and  both  now  deceased.  His  father, 
who  died  on  March  19,  1906,  was  a  well-known  law¬ 
yer  of  Clearfield  County  and  served  two  terms.  1894- 
1897,  in  the  United  States  Congress,  proving  himself 
a  very  able  and  effective  legislator.  Mr.  Arnold’s 
mother  died  on  July  14,  1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 

C.  Arnold  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  William 

D.  I.,  a  resident  of  DuBois.  2.  Ellen  C.,  a  resident  of 
Miami,  Florida.  3.  Philip  A.,  now  deceased.  4. 
Nannie,  who  died  in  infancy.  5.  Carlisle,  who  died  in 
infancy.  6.  John  Carlisle,  of  whom  further.  Mr. 
Arnold,  the  youngest  of  this  family,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  DuBois  High 
School  in  1905.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
at  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1909.  Next  he 
was  connected  for  one  year  with  the  law  office  of  the 
late  Singleton  Bell.  Admitted  to  the  Clearfield  County 
bar,  Mr.  Arnold  established  himself  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  DuBois,  where  he  continued  in 
active  practice  until  1918,  serving  also  as  borough 
and  city  solicitor  and  organizing  the  city  government. 
Elected  district  attorney  of  Clearfield  County  in  1917, 
Mr.  Arnold,  of  course,  found  it  necessary  to  remove 
to  the  county  seat,  Clearfield.  He  filled  the  office  of 
district  attorney  so  ably  and  so  entirely  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  county,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term,  he  was  reelected  for  a  second  term,  in 
1921. 

In  November,  1924,  W.  C.  Miller,  who  was  the 
senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Miller  and  Harts- 
wick,  died.  Mr.  Arnold  then  resigned  as  district 
attorney,  forming  a  new  firm  known  as  Hartswick, 
Arnold  and  Platt,  which  continued  in  the  practice  of 
law  until  December,  1928,  when  on  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Hartswick  and  Mr.  Platt,  Mr.  Arnold  formed  a 
partnership  with  W.  Wallace  Smith,  which  partner¬ 
ship  has  continued  successfully  since  that  time. 
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For  many  years  prominently  active  in  Masonic 
affairs,  he  is  a  member  of  Garfield  Lodge,  No.  559,  at 
DuBois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the 
Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Jaffa  Temple,  of 
Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Arnold  married,  September  17,  1913,  Clare 
Platt,  like  himself  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  having 
been  born  in  Jefferson  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  June  I.,  John  C., 
Jr.,  Daniel  P.  and  Mary  L.  Arnold. 


WILLIAM  CLARK  CHASE— His  native  city, 
Clearfield,  has  been  the  scene  of  Mr.  Chase’s  success¬ 
ful  professional  activities  as  a  lawyer  for  the  last 
several  years  and  ever  since  the  completion  of  his 
legal  education  and  his  admission  to  the  bar.  Though 
still  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  Mr.  Chase  has  already 
given  definite  proof  of  his  exceptional  ability  and  as 
a  result  enjoys  a  large  and  steadily  growing  practice 
and  a  very  high  professional  standing.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  in  the  years  to  come  he  will 
achieve  many  successes  in  his  chosen  profession  and 
make  himself  a  factor  in  the  life  and  development  of 
his  native  region. 

William  Clark  Chase  was  born  at  Clearfield,  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1905,  a  son  of  John  Wallace  and  Lelia 
(Brown)  Chase,  both  natives  of  Clearfield  County. 
His  father,  now  retired,  was  formerly  a  coal  operator 
and  engaged  in  the  clay  products  industry.  He  also 
served  at  one  time  as  assistant  postmaster  of  Clear¬ 
field.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wallace  Chase  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  William  Clark,  of  whom 
further.  2.  Helen,  a  resident  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Mr.  Chase  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Clearfield  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Clearfield  High  School  in  1922.  He 
then  attended  Pennsylvania  State  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1926.  Next  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
the  Dickinson  Law  School  at  Carlisle,  graduating 
from  that  well  known  institution  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1929.  Admitted  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  bar  in  1930,  he  has  since  then  also  been  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania 
and  in  the  United  States  Federal  Court  for  the  West¬ 
ern  District  of  Pennsylvania.  Immediately  following 
his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Chase  established  himself 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Clearfield,  where  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice  his  profession  since  then  with  much 
success.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Clearfield  County 
Bar  Association.  While  at  college  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  several  college  fraternities  including  the  Sigma 
Chi  Fraternity  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Im¬ 
proved  Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  as  well  as  the  Clearfield-Curwensville  Country 
Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church.  Though  Mr.  Chase  so  far 
has  not  sought  or  held  public  office,  he  has  always 
taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs  and  at 
all  times  can  be  counted  upon  to  lend  his  support 
generously  and  enthusiastically  to  any  movement  or 
enterprise  promising  to  further  the  welfare  of  the 
town  of  his  birth. 

Mr.  Chase  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home  with 
his  parents  at  Clearfield. 


WILLIAM  FRANKLIN  DAGUE— During  the 
earlier  part  of  his  career  Mr.  Dague  devoted  himself 
to  educational  work  in  his  native  State,  Pennsylvania, 
Eventually,  however,  he  studied  forestry  and  for  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Forestry  Service  as  district 
forester  of  the  Moshannon  Forest  District.  With 
headquarters  in  Clearfield,  Mr.  Dague  is  widely  known 
in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  both  for  the  excellence 
of  his  work  in  his  official  position  and  for  his  many 
fine  qualities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart.  Since  be¬ 
coming  a  resident  of  Clearfield,  he  has  made  many 
friends  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  life  of  the 
community. 

William  Franklin  Dague  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
June  19,  1880,  a  son  of  the  late  Amos  and  Lydia 
(Overly)  Dague,  both  natives  of  Lancaster  County  and 
both  now  deceased.  His  father,  who  died  on  June  18, 
1898,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  during  which 
he  served  in  the  Union  Army.  Exposure  suffered 
during  this  conflict  seriously  affected  his  health  and 
he  was  an  invalid  from  the  close  of  the  war  until  his 
death.  Mr.  Hague’s  mother  died  in  1917.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Amos  Dague  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 

1.  Jennie,  who  married  William  Bowers  of  Lancaster. 

2.  John,  a  resident  of  Lancaster.  3.  Leonard,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Garfield,  New  Jersey.  4.  William  Franklin, 
of  whom  further.  5.  Anna,  who  married  Harry  Wales 
of  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Dague  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  then  attended  the  Millersville  State 
Normal  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1902.  For  two  years  prior  to  his  graduation  from 
this  institution  he  had  taught  school  and  after  his 
graduation  he  taught  for  three  years  in  the  rural 
high  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  he  became  a  student  at  the  Mount  Alto  State 
School  of  Forestry,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1908.  In  September  of  that  year  Mr.  Dague  was 
appointed  district  forester  of  the  Moshannon  Forest 
District,  with  headquarters  at  Clearfield,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then  with 
great  success  and  to  the  considerable  benefit  of  the 
various  communities  in  his  district.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  American  Foresters,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Forestry  Association,  and  the  American  For¬ 
estry  Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Clearfield 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Clearfield  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Clearfield  Council,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters ;  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Jaffa  Temple,  of  Altoona, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystice  Shrine; 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Dague  married  on  August  22,  1912,  Loye 
Thompson,  of  Clearfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dague  are 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Joseph  Amos  Dague. 


WALTER  J.  CONRATH— Engaged  in  publish¬ 
ing  and  printing,  Walter  J.  Conrath  is  contributing 
richly,  at  Albion,  through  his  ownership  and  editor¬ 
ship  of  the  “News,”  of  this  city,  to  the  well-being 
and  the  promotion  of  the  best  institutions  of  his 
great  State.  Pennsylvania  may  be  proud,  indeed,  of 
such  men  as  Mr.  Conrath,  and  is  fortunate  in  having 
him  at  the  head  of  such  an  organ  of  public  opinion. 

He  was  born  in  Erie  on  January  20,  1907,  son  of 
George  B.  and  May  M.  (Erhart)  Conrath,  both  of 
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Erie.  His  father  is  president  of  the  Protane  Corpora¬ 
tion,  of  that  city.  In  the  public  schools,  Walter  J. 
Conrath,  of  this  review,  received  his  early  education; 
and  he  also  attended  preparatory  school  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  Later  he  became  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1929  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Immediately  upon 
finishing  his  school  work,  he  became  owner,  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Albion  “News,”  with  which  he 
has  done  so  much  in  the  promotion  of  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  city  and  State.  The  present  name  of  the 
paper  dates  back  to  1901,  before  which,  from  1889, 
the  name  had  been  the  “Blizzard.”  The  paper  today 
is  a  weekly,  as  it  was  under  its  old  name  and  under 
previous  management.  Since  taking  over  the  paper, 
in  1929,  Mr.  Conrath  has  succeeded  in  effecting  numer¬ 
ous  improvements  in  its  working  procedure  and  in 
increasing  its  circulation  to  more  than  1,000.  And  along 
with  his  publishing  activities,  he  does  a  large  business 
in  job  and  commercial  printing.  The  machinery  and 
presses  used  in  this  work  are  of  a  superior  type,  be¬ 
ing  much  better,  it  is  claimed,  than  those  ordinarily 
found  in  country  newspapers. 

Practically  his  whole  time,  Mr.  Conrath  has  given 
to  the  management  of  the  “News”  since  he  finished 
his  formal  schooling;  and,  as  a  result,  he  has  not 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  purely  social 
side  of  Albion  life.  He  is  a  member  of  college 
fraternities  and  organizations  that  he  joined  in  his 
student  days,  however,  as  well  as  of  certain  local 
clubs,  in  whose  work  he  is  deeply  interested.  His  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation  is  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Into  all  of  these  groups  he  has  regularly  put  his  best 
energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of  enthusiasm,  with 
the  result  that  he  is  esteemed  and  honored  as  are  few 
men,  and  is  in  a  position  to  render  outstanding  service 
in  the  Albion  community. 

Walter  J.  Conrath  married,  in  1929,  Grace  Peckham. 


ANDREW  M.  HEYL — Throughout  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  the  name  Heyl  has  become  favorably  known 
for  the  connection  of  Andrew  M.  Heyl  with  the 
Heyl  Physicians  Supply  Company  and  the  firm  of 
Parker,  White  and  Heyl,  manufacturers  of  the 
product  known  as  “Bard-Parker  Germicide.”  The 
Heyl  Physicians  Supply  Company,  established  and 
owned  solely  by  Mr.  Heyl,  is  a  unique  organization 
in  the  city  of  Erie  and  that  section  of  the  State,  since 
it  is  given  wholly  to  the  compounding  of  physicians’ 
prescriptions  and  to  the  handling  of  medical  supplies. 
It  carries  none  of  the  so-called  popular  lines  of  goods 
such  as  may  be  seen  in  the  ordinary  drug  store. 

Born  in  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  November  8, 
1882,  Andrew  M.  Heyl  is  the  son  of  Martin  and 
Vincentia  (Eberhardt)  Heyl,  and  grandson  of  Joseph 
Heyl,  of  Butler  County.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  parochial  and  public  schools  and  his  profes¬ 
sional  training  in  a  pharmacy.  For  several  years  he 
practiced  as  a  registered  pharmacist  in  the  employ  of 
different  concerns  until  1919,  in  which  year  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Reinhold  Pharmacy,  of  Erie. 
He  filled  this  office  until  1924,  when,  having  wearied 
from  working  partly  for  others  and  partly  for  him¬ 
self,  he  decided  to  launch  out  solely  in  his  own  name 
and  right.  He  had  ability  and  to  this  he  added  con¬ 
fidence  in  himself,  and  with  these  two  qualifications 
as  a  basis  for  his  working  capital  he  founded,  in 
1924,  the  Heyl  Physicians  Supply  Company.  The 
beginning  of  this  business  was  modest  in  the  extreme. 
He  had  his  own  ideas  as  to  how  he  should  manage  it, 


having  determined  from  the  very  first  to  carry  only 
medical  supplies  and  to  fill  doctors’  prescriptions. 
Nothing  is  to  be  seen  in  his  place  of  business  that 
could  be  called  a  patent  medicine ;  nor  does  he  sell 
cigars  or  soda  water.  Some  might  have  looked  for 
failure  on  the  part  of  a  company  that  refrained  from 
catering  to  the  popular  demand  for  a  drug '  store’s 
extra-medical  supplies ;  but  not  so,  for  the  success 
that  has  come  to  Mr.  Heyl’s  company  gives  it  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  outstanding  concern  of  its  kind 
in  that  section  of  the  Keystone  State.  Customers  for 
prescription-filled  orders  are  residents  of  many  parts 
of  this  country  and  of  Canada.  He  has  eleven  per¬ 
sons  in  his  employ  and  operates  two  motor  trucks  in 
his  delivery  system.  His  immediate  territory  and 
that  of  Parker,  White  and  Heyl,  producers  of  “Bard- 
Parker  Germicide,”  includes  Warren,  Crawford  and 
Erie  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  Ashtabula  County  in 
Ohio,  and  the  section  known  as  western  New  York. 
Parker,  White  and  Heyl  is  a  New  York-chartered 
corporation,  which  manufactures  “Bard-Parker  Germ¬ 
icide”  in  a  plant  adjoining  the  Heyl  establishment  at 
22  West  Ninth  Street,  Erie.  A  force  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  agents  places  this  product  throughout 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Heyl  is  a  member  of  several  social  clubs  and 
fraternal  organzations  in  the  city  of  Erie.  He  has  a 
military  record  of  service  in  the  Spanish-American 
War.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  and  an  incorporator  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital. 

Andrew  M.  Heyl  married,  September  5,  1905, 
Amalia  K.  Wunderly,  of  Pittsburgh.  They  have 
three  children:  1.  Charles  A.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Pittsburgh  College  of  Pharmacy  and  a  dealer  in  sur¬ 
gical  supplies;  married,  in  1917,  Marguerite  Neary. 

2.  Catherine  C.,  a  graduate  of  Villa  Maria  College. 

3.  Willis  J.  Heyl,  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh. 


ERNEST  LE  ROY  ARMSTRONG,  M.  D.— A 

considerable  reputation  as  a  pathologist  has  been 
attained  by  Dr.  Ernest  Le  Roy  Armstrong,  who 
serves  as  such  at  the  Hamot  Hospital  in  Erie.  This 
is  true  both  of  his  practice  in  this  branch  of  his 
profession  and  of  numerous  articles  that  he  has  writ¬ 
ten  for  medical  journals.  Dr.  Armstrong  was  born 
in  London,  Ontario,  Canada,  November  18.  1892,  the 
son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Anger)  Armstrong,  of 
Woodstock,  Ontario,  the  father  engaged  in  business 
as  a  florist.  Having  passed  through  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  city,  Dr.  Armstrong  en¬ 
tered  the  University  of  Western  Ontario,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  and  received  his  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  in  the  class  of  1918  and  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Public  Health  in  1922.  He  served  one 
year  in  the  department  of  anatomy  of  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario,  and  was  in  general  practice  at 
Kitchener,  Ontario,  for  one  year.  He  spent  six  years 
in  the  department  of  pathology"  of  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario,  and  left  the  institution  thoroughly 
equipped  for  the  practice  of  his  specialty.  It  was 
in  1927  that  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
authorities  of  Hamot  Hospital,  Erie,  to  the  post  of 
pathologist  of  this  institution,  and  he  has  since  been 
established  here. 

In  the  professional  world,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  Pennsylvania  State 
Medical  Society,  and  American  Medical  Association. 
He  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  209,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  St.  George  Chapter,  No.  5, 
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Royal  Arch  Masons;  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  Con¬ 
sistory;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  clubs  are 
the  Hunters  Lodge  and  the  Lake  Shore  Country 
Club.  In  politics  he  is  allied  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  religious  preference  is  Methodist  Episcopal. 
He  confesses  to  having  a  great  fondness  for  two 
forms  of  recreation,  golf  and  motoring.  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong  has  never  married. 


HAROLD  C.  SHERK — In  1929  the  personnel 
engaged  in  operating  the  Erie  Resistor  Corporation 
was  augmented  by  the  introduction  to  its  ranks  of 
Harold  C.  Sherk,  who  took  charge  of  the  work  as 
general  manager,  in  which  position  he  remains. 

He  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
in  1890.  After  his  graduation  from  high  school  in 
1906  he  spent  three  years  in  association  with  chem¬ 
ical  manufacture,  from  which  he  withdrew,  to  enter 
the  School  of  Mines  of  Queen’s  University,  at  Kings¬ 
ton,  Ontario.  He  attended  that  institution  three 
years,  1911-14,  and  then  returned  to  his  original 
employment,  remaining  there  for  three  years  and 
then  entering  upon  an  independent  career  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  chemistry,  his  chosen  profession.  In  this  work 
he  was  engaged  in  various  parts  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  coming  to  Erie,  as  related,  in  1929. 

The  Erie  Resistor  Corporation  manufactures  radio 
resistors  and  is  one  of  the  three  largest  concerns 
of  its  kind  in  America.  Its  products  are  distributed 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  are 
exported  to  Australia  and  England.  The  plant  is 
equipped  with  every  modern  device  for  its  work, 
occupies  sixteen  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space 
and  employs  an  average  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  persons. 

Mr.  Sherk  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  and  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  Wagner 
Lodge,  No.  639,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Elk 
Chapter,  No.  230,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  Com- 
mandery  No.  40,  Knights  Templar. 

Harold  C.  Sherk  married  Theresa  Lee,  of  Welland 
County,  Ontario,  Canada,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Eliza  (Zimmerman)  Lee,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Audrey,  a  high  school  student. 
2.  Jane  and  3.  Ellen  E.,  both  students  in  the  elemen¬ 
tary  schools. 


ROLLO  J.  SAMPLE,  D.  D.  S.— Ever  since  the 
completion  of  his  dental  studies  and  training,  Dr. 
Sample  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  dentistry  in  Erie.  His  professional  standing 
is  very  high,  which  fact  is  indicated  by  his  service 
as  secretary  of  the  Erie  County  Dental  Society.  He 
has  held  this  office  for  several  years  and  has  filled 
it  with  characteristic  efficiency  and  faithfulness.  Dr. 
Sample  enjoys  a  large  and  important  practice  and  has 
many  friends  in  Erie. 

Rollo  J.  Sample  was  born  in  Crawford  County, 
March  14,  1898,  a  son  of  Charles  Floyd  and  Sadie 
(George)  Sample,  both  natives  of  Crawford  County, 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools  and  then  took  up  the  study  of 
dentistry  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  from  the 
dental  school  of  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1924.  Imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  he  came  to  Erie  and  ever  since 
then  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
dentistry  in  this  city,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  dental  surgeons.  In  1929  he  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Erie  County  Dental  Society,  which 
office  he  still  holds.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 


Pennsylvania  Dental  Society,  the  Lake  Erie  Dental 
Association  and  the  American  Dental  Association. 
Other  organizations,  in  which  Dr.  Sample  maintains 
membership,  include  Delta  Sigma  Fraternity  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  During  the 
World  War  Dr.  Sample  served  for  two  and  one- 
fourth  years  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  he  now 
holds  a  commission  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Army  Reserve  Dental  Corps.  In  politics  he  is 
an  independent,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Protestant  Church.  His  favorite  forms  of 
recreation  are  golf  and  hunting. 

Dr.  Sample  married  September  22,  1920,  Severna 
Gehrlein,  of  Erie.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sample,  who  make 
their  home  at  No.  2728  Plum  Street,  Erie,  have  three 
children:  Richard,  George  and  Robert. 


ALBERT  EDWARD  UPTON— Locating  in  Erie 
after  fifteen  years’  experience  in  high-grade  building, 
Albert  Edward  Upton  established  a  similar  business 
here  and  within  half  a  dozen  years  has  attained  an 
important  position  in  the  local  industrial  field. 

Born  in  Bristol,  England,  January  1,  1889,  he  is 
a  son  of  Henry  Upton,  who  resides  in  England,  and 
Eda  Upton,  deceased.  He  received  his  education  in 
his  native  land  and  worked  there  until  1911,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  went  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  W. 
M.  Sutherland  Building  and  Contracting  Company. 
Intelligent  application  to  the  work  involved  gave  him 
a  command  of  the  details  and  until  1926  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  association.  In  1920  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Erie  office  of  the  Sutherland  Com¬ 
pany  which  he  successfully  managed  until  1926,  when 
they  went  out  of  business.  A  partnership  was  formed 
then  with  John  L.  Lang  in  the  firm  of  Upton- Lang 
Company,  general  construction  business.  Many  of  the 
modern  local  buildings  have  been  built  by  the  firm 
and  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  building  construction 
that  it  has  done  is  the  Strong  Vincent  High  School 
in  Erie.  Mr.  Lang  is  president  of  the  company  and 
Mr.  Upton  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Upton  is  president  of  the  Erie  Builders’  Ex¬ 
change  and  of  the  Erie  Chapter  of  the  Associated 
General  Contractors  of  America;  a  member  of  the 
Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Kiwanis  Club,  Shrine 
Club  and  Erie  Club.  He  is  fraternally  affiliated 
with  Commonwealth  Lodge,  No.  695,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Chapter  No.  215,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  Mount  Olivet  Commandery,  Knights  Templar; 
the  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  favorite  diversion  is  golf 
and  he  is  allied  with  the  Republican  party  in  politics. 

Albert  Edward  Upton  married,  November  1,  1912, 
Jessie  E.  Williams,  of  Bristol,  England,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Arthur  Henry  Upton 
and  Phyllis  Grace  Upton,  both  attending  school  in 
Erie. 


HON.  DAVIS  WOODWARD  HENDERSON 

— Since  1926,  the  Hon.  Davis  Woodward  Henderson 
has  served  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania.  Coming  to  this 
office  after  many  years  of  experience  at  the  local  bar 
and  with  a  distinguished  record  of  service  in  other 
responsible  public  offices,  he  has  fully  justified  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  electorate  at  his 
choice  as  judge. 

Davis  Woodward  Henderson  was  born  in  Franklin 
Township,  Fayette  County,  December  25,  1875,  eldest 
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child  of  Stewart  and  Harriet  (Woodward)  Hender¬ 
son.  This  family  was  established  in  Pennsylvania  by 
Judge  Henderson’s  great-grandfather,  Stewart  Hen¬ 
derson,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania,  about  1831.  His  son,  Isaac, 
Judge  Henderson’s  grandfather,  settled  in  Fayette 
County,  where  the  family  has  since  lived.  Its  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  earlier  American  generations  were  farm¬ 
ers. 

Davis  Woodward  Henderson  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Franklin  Township, 
spending  his  boyhood  years  on  the  home  farm.  At 
sixteen,  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1894.  After  one  year  as  a  teacher,  he  entered 
Waynesburg  College,  where  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1897.  Judge  Henderson  now 
taught  for  another  period  of  one  year  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Fayette  County,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  began  the  study  of  law,  carrying  out  an  ambi¬ 
tion  which  he  had  long  cherished.  Registering  under 
David  M.  Hertzog,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  his  day  at 
Uniontown,  he  advanced  rapidly  in  his  studies,  and 
on  December  4,  1900,  was  admitted  to  the  Fayette 
County  bar.  Soon  afterwards  he  began  active  prac¬ 
tice  in  Uniontown.  Judge  Henderson  was  subse¬ 
quently  admitted  to  all  State  and  Federal  courts,  and 
with  the  passing  years  won  a  distinguished  reputation 
at  the  Fayette  County  bar. 

Meanwhile,  as  a  Republican,  he  actively  entered 
public  life.  In  addition  to  exercising  an  important 
influence  in  local  councils  of  his  party,  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  County  Republican  Committee  in 
1902-03,  he  became  assistant  district  attorney  and  filled 
that  office  from  1905  until  1907.  His  successful  rec¬ 
ord  brought  him  election  in  November,  1907,  as  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  of  the  county.  In  this  position  he 
served  with  great  efficiency  until  1911.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  term  of  office  he  retired  to  private 
practice,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Shelby, 
Henderson  and  Hackney,  after  many  years  of  inde¬ 
pendent  practice  in  April,  1923.  His  associates  were 
S.  Ray  Shelby,  member  of  the  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  of  Pennsylvania,  and  H.  Eastman  Hackney. 
This  firm  was  dissolved  on  January  1,  1926,  when 
Mr.  Henderson  took  office  as  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  following  his  election  for  a  ten- 
year  term  in  November,  1925. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  connections,  Judge 
Henderson  is  active  in  the  Masonic  order,  being  Past 
Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  a  member  of  all  higher 
bodies,  including  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also 
affiliated  with  Uniontown  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Union- 
town  Country  Club.  Judge  Henderson  worships  in 
the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
active  in  the  First  Church  of  this  denomination  at 
Uniontown. 

On  June  24,  1903,  at  Uniontown,  he  married  Clelia 
W.  Knox,  who  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Carrie 
(Shupe)  Knox.  Her  father  is  now  deceased.  Her 
mother  married  (second)  Martin  A.  Kiefer,  one  time 
sheriff  of  Fayette  County.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Hender¬ 
son  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Davis  Knox, 
born  October  27,  1906,  now  married  and  residing  in 
Philadelphia.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia 
bar,  being  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Ballard, 
Spahr,  Andrews  and  Ingersoll.  2.  Caroline  Harriet, 


born  on  July  18,  1911.  A  third  child,  Mary  Clelia, 
born  on  March  27,  1910,  died  on  April  nth  of  that 
year. 


ABNER  ENOCH — A  native  and  lifelong  resident 
of  Lone  Pine,  Abner  Enoch  occupied  for  many  years 
a  place  peculiarly  his  own  in  the  affairs  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  His  life  spanned  more  than  ninety  full  years, 
years  which  were  full  of  useful  activity  and  labor. 
From  the  trying  days  of  his  service  in  the  Civil 
War  until  the  close  of  his  fruitful  career,  he  was  a 
devoted  patriot  and  citizen. 

Mr.  Enoch  came  of  an  old  American  family. 
The  echoes  of  the  War  of  1812  were  still  abroad 
in  the  land  when  he  was  born,  and  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  in  an  atmosphere  of  stirring  patriotism  which 
helped  to  shape  and  form  his  own  convictions.  He 
was  a  son  of  David  Enoch  and  a  grandson  of  Enoch 
Enoch,  who  established  this  family  in  America  before 
the  Eighteenth  century  had  run  its  course.  Enoch 
Enoch  came  from  England,  and  with  other  colonists 
settled  in  the  Virginia  Colony,  on  the  north  branch 
of  the  north  fork  of  Ten  Mile  Creek,  one  mile  south 
of  Lone  Pine.  The  farm  on  which  he  lived  is  still 
distinguishable  and  productive.  It  was  on  this  farm 
that  the  Enochs  erected  a  block  house,  known  after¬ 
wards  as  Fort  Keith,  as  a  protection  against  the 
Indians,  and  it  was  here  that  two  uncles  of  Abner 
Enoch  were  killed.  A  third  uncle  was  also  murdered 
in  the  days  of  frontier  warfare. 

Abner  Enoch  passed  his  early  years  on  the  home 
farm,  assisting  in  the  duties  of  its  operation.  When 
he  attained  his  majority  he  became  a  farmer  inde¬ 
pendently  and  was  so  engaged  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War.  Answering  his  country’s  call,  he 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  the  140th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  with  credit  and  dis¬ 
tinction  with  these  troops  until  the  close  of  the  con¬ 
flict.  One  of  his  sons,  T.  C.  Enoch,  was  also  in 
the  war,  having  enlisted  in  the  Ringgold  Cavalry,  and 
a  half-brother,  Dr.  Hiram  Enoch,  of  Washington, 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  Union  Army. 

After  the  war,  Abner  Enoch  returned  to  his  quiet 
farm  and  took  up  again  the  pursuits  of  peace.  He 
remained  a  resident  of  Lone  Pine  until  his  death, 
witnessing  the  marvelous  development  which  came 
to  this  section  which  he  knew  when  it  was  a  frontier 
wilderness,  enjoying  the  respect  and  honor  which 
were  his  due.  In  later  years  he  became  something 
of  a  symbol  in  the  community,  a  link  with  the  his¬ 
toric  past  a  living  personification  of  the  hardy  vir¬ 
tues,  enterprise  and  strength  of  character  which 
went  into  the  founding  of  the  Nation.  During  his 
active  lifetime,  Mr.  Enoch  was  far  more  than  a 
passive  spectator  in  the  progress  of  his  commu¬ 
nity  and  section.  He  was  always  willing  to  do  his 
share  in  any  community  movement,  and  his  wise 
counsel  and  sound  judgment  were  of  lasting  value. 
It  was  men  of  his  type  who  helped  to  build  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  of  today.  He  died  on  September  30,  1906, 
in  his  ninety-first  year.  Mr.  Enoch  was  a  member 
of  the  North  Ten  Mile  Baptist  Church  and  was  al¬ 
ways  a  true  Christian.  The  spirit  of  his  life  sur¬ 
vives  today,  though  he  himself  is  gone. 

Abner  Enoch  married  Elizabeth  Davis.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
youngest  was  Emmer  B.  Enoch  (q.  v.). 


EMMER  B.  ENOCH — An  educator  of  distin¬ 
guished  record  and  long  experience,  Emmer  B. 
Enoch  devoted  his  entire  life  to  service  in  the  Penn- 
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sylvania  schools,  and  for  many  years  was  principal 
of  the  Clark  and  Eighth  Ward  schools  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  scholarship  and  high 
ideals  whose  efforts  contributed  no  little  to  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  educational  standards  and  whose  useful  life 
won  him  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Enoch  was  born  at  Lone  Pine,  on  February 
6,  1859,  a  son  of  Abner  Enoch,  a  record  of  whose 
life  appears  on  the  preceding  page,  and  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Davis)  Enoch.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lone  Pine  and 
subsequently  attended  Jefferson  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  From  the  beginning  of  his  active  career  he 
was  interested  in  educational  work,  in  books  and 
literature.  Upon  his  graduation  from  college,  he 
became  a  salesman  for  a  book  publishing  firm  deal¬ 
ing  chiefly  in  textbooks,  and  retained  this  connec¬ 
tion  during  his  entire  life.  Meanwhile  he  took  up 
the  educational  duties  which  so  long  absorbed  him 
in  Amwell  Township,  where  he  was  born.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  became  connected  with  the  public  schools 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  serving  here  in  various 
positions  for  thirty  years.  His  obvious  ability  as  an 
educator  and  administrator  and  his  fine  integrity  of 
character  brought  him  advancement  to  positions  of 
wide  responsibility.  He  was  principal  of  the  Clark 
and  Eighth  Ward  schools  at  Washington  over  a  long 
period,  and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  was  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Fredericktown  High  School.  Mr.  Enoch 
administered  the  duties  of  his  various  positions  with 
conspicuous  fidelity  and  success.  His  leadership  was 
a  decisive  factor  in  the  progress  of  those  institutions 
with  which  he  was  connected  and  his  efforts  won 
the  appreciation  of  the  entire  community. 

Mr.  Enoch  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  frater¬ 
nally  was  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  being  a  life  member  of  Sunset  Lodge  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Washington.  Mr. 
Enoch  had  few  interests  apart  from  his  profession 
and  his  home,  but  his  was  a  citizenship  of  high  order, 
and  his  life  was  of  great  constructive  value  to  those 
communities  in  which  he  made  his  home. 

On  November  13,  1890,  at  Scenery  Hill,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Emmer  B.  Enoch  married  Lucia  Storer,  who 
was  born  at  Scenery  Hill  on  March  26,  1867,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Richard  Storer  (q.  v.),  and 
of  Catherine  A.  (Roberts)  Storer.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Enoch  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1. 
Donald  Gordon,  born  at  Washington,  May  7,  1895; 
he  served  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
during  the  World  War.  2.  Lloyd  Willis,  born  on 
November  29,  1897,  and  also  a  veteran  of  the  World 
War,  being  wounded  in  action  with  the  American 
forces  in  France.  3.  Eleanor  Louise,  born  March 
23,  1904.  4.  Lucinda  Wright,  born  November  21, 
1909. 

Mr.  Enoch  died  at  his  home  in  Washington  on 
November  7,  1931,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  His 
death  brought  to  its  close  a  long  and  active  career 
in  which  he  won  honor  as  well  as  success  and  the 
affection  and  respect  of  many  friends. 


DR.  THOMAS  RICHARD  STORER— Member 
of  a  pioneer  Pennsylvania  family  and  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  physicians  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
Thomas  Richard  Storer  gave  his  life  to  the  great 
warfare  of  science  against  sickness  and  disease.  He 
served  with  honor  in  the  Civil  War,  rose  to  eminence 
in  his  chosen  profession  through  his  own  efforts  and 


so  lived  his  life  that  at  its  close  he  could  look  back 
with  modest  pride  upon  a  record  of  accomplishment 
marked  by  unselfish  service  and  the  fulfillment  of 
every  obligation. 

Dr.  Storer  was  born  in  Union  Township,  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  on  August  15,  1842.  His  parents  were 
early  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  on  his  mother’s 
side  he  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  “Tom  the  Tinker,” 
who  was  a  leader  of  the  Pennsylvania  “Whiskey 
Insurrection.”  Dr.  Storer  was  reared  by  his  grand¬ 
father,  Thomas  Storer,  a  pillar  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  by  two  uncles,  William  and  Frank  Storer.  His 
own  parents  died  while  he  was  still  a  child. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Union  Township,  Dr. 
Storer  attended  Mount  Union  College  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  and  thefi,  in  preparation  for  his 
chosen  career,  enrolled  at  Jefferson  Medical  College 
in  Philadelphia.  There  he  was  a  classmate  of  Dr. 
Phillips,  of  Canton,  Ohio,  later  physician  to  Pres¬ 
ident  McKinley.  Dr.  Storer  was  not  yet  nineteen, 
when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  but  he  immediately 
volunteered  his  services  and  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  with  the  rank  of 
private.  Shortly  afterwards  he  was  made  chief 
bugler  of  the  regiment,  his  commission  being  signed 
by  the  colonel  commanding  on  October  27,  1861. 
Dr.  Storer  served  with  high  credit  and  distinction 
until  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  in  1864.  He 
then  reenlisted  in  the  79th  Pennsylvania  Veteran 
Volunteers  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  serving  from 
March  6,  1865,  until  July  12,  1865,  when  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge.  Dr.  Storer’s  war-time  serv¬ 
ice  reflected  great  credit  not  only  upon  himself  per¬ 
sonally,  but  upon  the  troops  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  After  the  war  he  continued  to  be  active 
in  veterans’  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  local  post 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Dr.  Storer  took  up  the  active  practice  of  medicine 
in  the  county  of  his  birth,  continuing  there  until  the 
last.  Immediately  following  his  marriage,  he  lived 
at  Darlington,  five  miles  east  of  Washington,  but  in 
1867  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Scenery  Hill,  which 
was  always  afterwards  to  be  his  home.  With  the 
passing  years  the  demands  on  his  services  steadily 
increased,  and  his  reputation  spread  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  home  community.  Studious,  energetic 
and  abundantly  gifted,  he  kept  pace  with  all  develop¬ 
ments  in  medical  science  and  his  authority  in  his 
chosen  field  was  beyond  question.  He  combined  a 
progressive  outlook  with  the  distinctive  virtues  and 
faithfulness  always  associated  with  physicians  of  the 
old  school,  laboring  tirelessly  night  and  day  at  his 
appointed  tasks  with  never  a  thought  of  his  own  con¬ 
venience  or  safety.  He  became  one  of  the  most  noted 
physicians  in  all  western  Pennsylvania  and  well  de¬ 
served  the  honor  and  respect  which  were  universally 
accorded  him. 

On  November  2,  1865,  Thomas  Richard  Storer 
married  Catherine  A.  Roberts,  daughter  of  J.  Dickin¬ 
son  Roberts  of  West  Bethlehem  Township,  Wash¬ 
ington  County.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:  1.  Lucia,  who  married  Emmer  B.  Enoch 
(q.  v.).  2.  Nettie  (Mrs.  I.  P.  Patterson).  3.  Olive 
(Mrs.  B.  D.  Mahews).  4.  Genevra  (Mrs.  D.  F.  Wil¬ 
son),  now  deceased.  5.  Thomas,  married  Grace 
Brown. 

Dr.  Storer  died  at  his  home  in  Scenery  Hill  on 
November  25,  1903,  in  his  sixty-second  year.  Word 
of  his  death  was  received  with  deep  regret  and  sor¬ 
row  and  many  tributes  were  paid  to  the  enduring 
value  of  his  life  and  work,  his  breadth  of  sympathy 
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and  rare  humanity  of  spirit,  and  his  constant  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  finest  Christian  ideals.  His  life  was 
truly  a  career  of  service  and  a  source  of  blessing 
to  those  about  him. 


FREDERIC  WILLIAM  BROUITT— At  the  age 

of  twenty  years,  more  than  two  decades  ago,  Mr. 
Brouitt  became  identified  with  the  Hamot  Hospital 
of  Erie.  Ever  since  then  he  has  continued  to  be 
connected  with  this  institution,  to  the  development 
and  growth  of  which  he  has  made  important  con¬ 
tributions.  He  is  regarded  as  an  expert  in  hospital 
administration  and  in  recent  years  has  served  with 
outstanding  success  as  director  of  this  hospital.  Mr. 
Brouitt  is  widely  known  in  Erie,  where  he  has  many 
devoted  friends. 

Frederic  William  Brouitt  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  in  1890.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  DeWitt  Clinton  High  School.  In 
1910  he  took  up  hospital  laboratory  work  and  be¬ 
came  connected  with  the  laboratory  of  the  Hamot 
Hospital  at  Erie.  Later  he  took  a  course  in  phar¬ 
macy  and  took  over  the  direction  of  the  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  work  at  Hamot  Hospital.  To  these  duties  were 
added  still  later  those  of  supervising  the  work  of  the 
hospital’s  X-ray  laboratories.  After  that  Mr.  Brouitt 
became  connected  with  the  general  administration 
office  of  the  hospital  and  in  1927  he  was  made  assist¬ 
ant  director,  in  which  position  he  still  serves.  The 
efficiency  of  operation  and  the  expansion  of  the  use¬ 
fulness  and  influence  of  Hamot  Hospital  are  largely 
the  results  of  Mr.  Brouitt’s  ability,  energy  and  indus¬ 
try,  and  he  ranks  very  high  amongst  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrators  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  During 
the  World  War  he  served  for  three  and  one-half 
years  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Legion  and  of  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Brouitt  married,  in  1917,  Florence  C.  Geert- 
son,  of  Erie,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Cudahy)  Geertson,  the  former  now  deceased. 


ELMER  HESS,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C.  S.— Urologist 
of  national  distinction  and  known  for  his  progressive 
writings  throughout  the  civilized  world,  Dr.  Hess  is 
acknowledged  a  pioneer  scientist  in  his  own  special 
field,  and  has  originated  various  perfected  techniques 
of  surgery  in  connection  therewith.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  eminent  surgeons  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  native  of  New  Jersey,  Dr.  Hess  was  born  at 
Millville,  May  31,  1889.  He  is  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Mary  (Theis)  Hess,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
New  Jersey;  and  Frederick  Hess  spent  many  years 
as  a  successful  contractor,  also  becoming  of  note  as 
a  sportsman.  After  securing  his  preparatory  instruc¬ 
tion  at  Peddie  Institute,  Dr.  Hess  matriculated  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  taking  from  its 
School  of  Medicine,  in  1911,  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  Later  he  pursued  post-graduate  studies 
at  Johns  Hopkins,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  leading  clinics  of  Europe.  From  1911 
until  1913,  engaged  in  the  Indian  service,  he  added 
materially  to  his  experience,  then  returned  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  opened  offices  in  Erie  (where  he  is  still 
located),  and  built  up  a  very  successful  practice,  in¬ 
creasing  his  reputation  steadily  until  America  entered 
the  European  War  in  1917. 

From  his  enlistment  in  1917  until  his  discharge 
from  military  service  in  1919,  Dr.  Hess  was  with 


the  15th  Field  Artillery,  2d  Division,  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces,  attached  to  the  Medical  Corps 
with  the  commission  of  captain.  This  experience 
also  added  to  his  constantly  augmenting  knowledge. 
He  was  able  to  perform  valuable  military  service 
while  on  the  Western  Front,  and  took  part  in  every 
military  operation  in  which  the  2d  Division  par¬ 
ticipated.  Captain  Hess  served  with  valor.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  Verdun  Medal,  the  Croix  de  Guerre, 
three  citations  from  the  American  Army,  and  other 
official  recognitions. 

Since  1919,  in  Erie,  he  has  continued  the  course  of 
his  career,  a  leader  in  his  branch  of  the  profession 
in  the  United  States.  Dr.  Hess  is  the  author  of 
several  monographs  and  numerous  articles  which 
have  appeared  in  the  publications  of  the  profession. 
Many  of  these  have  been  translated  and  read  in 
clinics  abroad;  and  for  this  reason,  based  upon  his 
original  work  in  urology,  his  name  is  of  international 
weight.  Further,  he  has  a  wide  reputation  as  urologi¬ 
cal  lecturer.  He  is  chief  of  the  department  of  urology 
and  president  of  the  consulting  staff  at  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital,  and  senior  urologist  at  the  Hamot  Hos¬ 
pital  of  Erie,  as  well  as  at  the  Corry  Hospital  of 
Corry. 

Honors  have  come  to  him.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  College  of  Surgeons,  a  member  of  the 
American  Urological  Association;  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Governing  Committee  of  the  Gorgas 
Memorial  (also  being  a  literary  contributor) ;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Medical  Society,  American  Medical  As¬ 
sociation,  Pan-American  Medical  Congress  and  Amer¬ 
ican  Editors  and  Authors  Association.  All  these 
professional  organizations  accord  him  high  standing. 
He  is  president  of  the  Erie  Boys’  Club,  a  member 
of  the  Erie  Club,  and  active  in  Rotary.  Fraternally, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Older  of  Elks,  and  he  retains  membership  in  the 
American  Legion.  Politically,  he  supports  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  com¬ 
municant  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church. 

On  June  26,  1911,  Dr.  Hess  married  Edna  Ger¬ 
trude  Africa.  They  have  two  children  living:  1. 
Celeste  Remle,  who  attends  the  Baldwin  School  at 
Bryn  Mawr.  2.  Hope  Noel,  a  student  at  Villa  Maria 
College,  Erie.  Two  other  children  died  in  infancy. 
Dr.  Hess  has  offices  in  the  Commerce  Building,  Erie. 


ROWLAND  B.  MAHANY— Though  Mr.  Ma- 
hany  is  just  at  the  outset  of  his  career  as  a  lawyer, 
he  has  already  given  definite  indications  of  his  ability 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  future  career  will 
bring  him  many  successes  and  will  be  one  of  useful¬ 
ness  to  the  community.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  since  coming  to  Titusville, 
where  he  practices  law,  he  has  made  many  friends. 

Rowland  B.  Mahany  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersey,  November  2,  1904,  a  son  of  Walter  R.  and 
Annette  (Baldwin)  Mahany,  both  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  father  is  engaged  in  railroad  work. 
Mr.  Mahany  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Meadville,  Crawford  County,  and  was 
graduated  in  1926  from  Allegheny  College,  at  Mead¬ 
ville.  He  taught  mathematics  in  Coudersport  High 
School.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  Dickin¬ 
son  Law  School  at  Carlisle,  from  which  well  known 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1931.  Admitted  to  the  Crawford 
County  and  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court  bar  in 
the  same  year,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Titusville,  Crawford  County,  in  associa- 
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tion  with  Mr.  G.  Wayne  Altenburg  (q.  v.),  the  two 
partners  practicing  under  the  firm  name  of  Mahany 
and  Altenburg,  with  offices  in  the  Commercial  Bank 
Building.  Mr.  Mahany  is  a  member  of  the  various 
Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second 
degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Delta  Theta  Phi  Fraternity,  Acacia 
Fraternity  and  of  several  other  fraternal  organiza¬ 
tions.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Episcopal  Church. 


G.  WAYNE  ALTENBURG— A  native  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  few  years  spent  in  Philadelphia 
in  pursuing  his  legal  education,  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Crawford  County,  Mr.  Altenburg  is  now  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Titusville,  Crawford  County, 
where  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promising 
of  the  younger  generation  of  lawyers.  Well  prepared 
for  his  legal  career,  he  will  undoubtedly  forge  ahead 
rapidly  in  his  profession  and  will  become  one  of  the 
useful  members  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

G.  Wayne  Altenburg  was  born  at  Meadville,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  July  8,  1906,  a  son  of  Floyd  G.  and 
Catherine  A.  (Kohmann)  Altenburg,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  father  has  long  been  prominent 
in  public  affairs  and  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
State  Committee.  Mr.  Altenburg  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
Titusville  and  then  attended  Allegheny  College,  Mead¬ 
ville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1928.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  Philadelphia,  graduating  from  that  insti¬ 
tution’s  law  school  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  in  1931.  Admitted  to  the  Crawford  County 
bar  and  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  bar  in  the 
same  year,  he  established  himself  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Titusville  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mahany  and  Altenburg  in  the  Commercial  Bank 
Building,  his  partner  being  Rowland  B.  Mahany, 
whose  career  is  described  heretofore  in  a  separate 
article.  Mr.  Altenburg  is  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Acacia  Fra¬ 
ternity  and  several  other  fraternal  organizations.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 

Mr.  Altenburg  makes  his  home  at  Titusville. 


DANIEL  C.  KAERCHER  — For  more  than 
twenty  years  Mr.  Kaercher  has  been  identified  with 
the  wholesale  grocery  business,  at  first  at  Allentown, 
and  more  recently  in  Erie.  For  the  last  few  years 
he  has  been  general  manager  of  the  Presque  Isle 
Wholesale  Grocery  Company  of  Erie,  the  affairs  of 
which  he  has  directed  ever  since  its  organization  in 
1929.  That  this  enterprise  has  met  with  unusual 
success  must  be  attributed  largely  to  Mr.  Kaercher’s 
capable  and  energetic  management.  Since  coming  to 
Erie  he  has  made  many  friends  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  various  phases  of  the  community’s  life. 

Daniel  C.  Kaercher  was  born  in  Schuylkill  County, 
August  10,  1884,  a  son  of  Charles  W.  and  Margaret 
J.  (Walker)  Kaercher,  both  now  deceased.  His  father, 
who  was  a  pattern  maker,  was  born  at  Tamaqua  and 
died  in  1930.  Mr.  Kaercher’s  mother  died  in  1928. 
Educated  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools, 
Mr.  Kaercher  as  a  young  man  entered  the  wholesale 
grocery  business,  in  which  he  has  continued  to  be 
identified  since  then.  For  eighteen  years  he  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  this  business  at  Allentown  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kaercher  Brothers.  In  1929  he 
came  to  Erie  to  accept  the  position  of  general  man¬ 


ager  of  the  Presque  Isle  Wholesale  Grocery  Com¬ 
pany,  in  which  position  he  has  continued  to  serve 
since  then.  The  Presque  Isle  Wholesale  Grocery 
Company  was  organized  in  1929  by  a  group  of 
independent  grocers  for  cooperative  purposes.  It 
consists  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  stores.  The 
office  and  warehouse  of  the  company  are  located  at 
No.  1220  Sassafras  Street,  Erie.  A  private  railroad 
siding  supplies  the  best  of  shipping  and  receiving 
facilities.  The  company  distributes  its  goods  through¬ 
out  Erie  and  Crawford  County.  Besides  Mr.  Kaer¬ 
cher,  the  officers  of  the  company  are  C.  D.  Lamb, 
president;  F.  P.  Kupper,  vice-president;  and  J.  H. 
Shedd,  secretary  and  treasurer.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Kaercher  has  been  prominently  active  in  Masonic 
circles  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  various  Masonic 
bodies  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second  degree, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Patriotic  Order,  Sons  of  America,  as  well 
as  of  the  Lions  International  and  the  Erie  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Kaercher  married,  in  1914,  Effie  M.  Derr,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaercher, 
who  make  their  home  at  No.  1319  West  Thirtieth 
Street,  Erie,  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Frances  A.,  born  March  20,  1915.  2.  Nancy  Jane, 
born  August  31,  1928. 


CHARLES  PORTER  McGEARY— After  hav¬ 
ing  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  career  in  business  and 
with  one  of  the  leading  commercial  schools  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Mr.  McGeary,  some  fourteen  years  ago,  be¬ 
came  identified  with  the  Erie  Business  College.  Ever 
since  then  he  has  continued  to  be  connected  with  this 
institution,  of  which  he  is  now  the  very  successful 
president.  Since  coming  to  Erie  Mr.  McGeary  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  various  phases  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  life.  He  is  very  popular  in  this  city  and 
has  done  excellent  work  as  an  educator,  at  the  same 
time  also  proving  himself  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

Charles  Porter  McGeary  was  born  at  Brookeville, 
Jefferson  County,  July  15,  1882,  a  son  of  the  late 
Hiram  Thompson  and  Katherine  Alice  (Servey) 
McGeary.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1923,  his  mother  on  August  10,  1922.  The 
youngest  of  a  family  of  five  children,  Mr.  McGeary 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
then  attended  Coolspring  Academy  and  after  that 
Muskingum  College  at  New  Concord,  Ohio.  After 
leaving  college  he  became  connected  with  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation  in  Pittsburgh,  with  which 
he  remained  for  five  years.  Next  he  spent  two  years 
with  Duff’s  School  in  Pittsburgh.  At  the  end  of 
this  period  he  became  a  traveling  representative  for 
the  Oliver  Typewriter  Company,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  successfully  until  May,  1917,  when  he 
came  to  Erie  and  became  associated  with  the  Erie 
Business  College.  As  its  president  Mr.  McGeary 
has  greatly  extended  the  usefulness  and  influence  of 
this  well-known  institution  of  commercial  education. 
The  school  holds  membership  in  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Accredited  Commercial  Schools  and  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Organization  of  Commercial 
Schools.  It  occupies  spacious  quarters,  well  adapted 
for  its  purposes,  in  the  Penn  Building  at  Eighth  and 
State  streets,  Erie.  Mr.  McGeary  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Erie  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the 
First  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Erie.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Erie  Rotary  Club,  the  Erie 
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Advertising  Club  and  the  Erie  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce. 

Mr.  McGeary  married,  June  30,  1916,  Chelsie  Adelia 
Schenck,  a  native  of  Minerva,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  Phillip  and  Margaret  Matilda  (Dumbach)  Schenck, 
of  New  Kensington,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McGeary  have  one  son,  Charles  Porter,  Jr.,  born 
April  30,  1924,  and  one  daughter,  Margaret  Katherine, 
born  April  29,  1927. 


GEORGE  E.  HIPPS — For  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  George  E.  Hipps  has  been  owner  and 
editor  of  the  “Carrolltown  News,”  at  Carrolltown, 
Cambria  County.  Mr.  Hipps  came  to  the  newspaper 
field  after  many  years  of  service  in  other  professions 
and  occupations.  He  was  always  interested  in  jour¬ 
nalism,  however,  recognizing  the  opportunity  for 
service  which  it  offered,  and  in  guiding  the  “News” 
successfully  he  has  demonstrated  the  versatility  of 
his  talents. 

Born  in  Cambria  County,  on  March  20,  1869,  Mr. 
Hipps  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Kibler)  Hipps, 
both  natives  of  Cambria  County  and  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  The  father,  who  died  on  December  5,  1911, 
was  a  lumberman  and  farmer  of  considerable  promi¬ 
nence  in  local  life,  serving  for  two  terms  as  county 
auditor  and  also  in  various  township  offices.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  1.  George 
E.,  of  this  record.  2.  Cecelia,  wife  of  John  Drass, 
of  Hastings.  3.  John  J.,  of  Curwensville.  4.  Anna 
Frances,  deceased.  5.  Joseph  A.,  also  of  Curwens¬ 
ville.  6.  Dr.  Frank  of  Pittsburgh.  7.  Agnes,  wife 
of  Pius  Yeager,  of  Hastings.  8.  Margaret,  wife  of 
John  Sullivan  of  Hastings.  9.  Ada,  widow  of  Frank 
Bradley,  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  10.  Barbara,  wife  of 
John  Rease,  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

George  E.  Hipps  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  local  public  schools,  and  later  attended  normal 
school  at  Ebensburg,  and  the  Central  State  Normal 
School  at  Dock  Haven.  Subsequently  he  took  a  busi¬ 
ness  course  at  Ada,  Ohio.  He  began  the  active  busi¬ 
ness  of  life  as  a  boy,  working  from  the  age  of  eleven 
to  sixteen  in  the  woods  with  his  father  and  on  the 
home  farm.  After  graduating  from  normal  school, 
he  began  to  teach  in  the  rural  schools  of  Cambria 
County,  and  for  twenty  years  continued  as  a  teacher 
in  the  rural  school  system  of  this  county.  In  1895, 
however,  he  came  to  Carrolltown  as  principal  of  the 
Carrolltown  High  School,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  1903.  By  that  time  he  was  well  established  in 
the  community,  and  having  decided  to  make  his  home 
here  permanently,  he  took  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  offered  to  purchase  the  plant  and  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  “Carrolltown  News.”  He  has  since  been 
owner  and  editor  of  this  paper,  which  has  become 
under  his  guidance  a  powerful  factor  in  the  com¬ 
munity  life,  bringing  to  the  people  of  this  section  a 
paper  which  meets  every  need. 

Mr.  Hipps  also  served  for  two  terms  as  postmaster 
of  Carrolltown  and  during  his  entire  residence  here 
has  been  active  in  the  community  life,  lending  his 
support  and  influence  to  the  furtherance  of  worthy 
enterprise,  both  civic  and  benevolent.  He  has  been 
especially  interested  in  the  Carrolltown  schools,  serv¬ 
ing  for  fifteen  years  on  the  local  school  board,  and 
taking  a  leading  part  in  bringing  to  Carrolltown  the 
fine  new  high  school.  In  this  particular  alone  the 
people  of  the  town  are  greatly  in  his  debt.  Mr.  Hipps 
is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  while  in  religious  faith 


he  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He 
is  widely  respected  throughout  the  community,  and 
his  fine  public  spirit  has  brought  him  the  affectionate 
regard  of  all  Carrolltown  people. 

In  April,  1899,  Mr.  Hipps  married  (first)  Mary 
E.  Shurbaugh,  who  died  in  1913,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  George  Russell.  2.  Harry 
J.  3.  John  A.,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
4.  Frank  A.  5.  Mary  H.  In  October,  1917,  Mr. 
Hipps  married  (second)  Mary  McNulty,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Rose. 


LLOYD  GEPHART  CHORPENNING— Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  Lloyd  Gephart 
Chorpenning  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice 
of  law  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  entering  this 
field  after  a  number  of  years  experience  in  educational 
work.  Mr.  Chorpenning  has  become  an  important 
figure  in  the  life  of  the  county,  devoting  considerable 
time  to  civic  projects  and  occupying  a  prominent 
place  in  fraternal  circles. 

Born  on  his  father’s  farm  at  Jones  Mills,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  on  February  19,  1874,  Mr.  Chorpen¬ 
ning  is  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Christena  Chorpenning. 
His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  served  with  the 
Union  troops  during  the  Civil  War,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  also  school  director  and  constable  in  the 
town  of  his  residence. 

Lloyd  Gephart  Chorpenning  received  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Saltlick  Town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  County.  When  school  was  not  in  ses¬ 
sion  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  and  subsequently 
taught  in  the  Saltlick  Township  country  schools. 
Meanwhile  he  entered  local  normal  schools,  which  he 
attended  mostly  in  the  summer,  and  in  1898  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Teachers  Normal  School  at  Lock 
Haven.  From  1898  to  1901  he  was  principal  of  the 
Vanderbilt  public  schools.  From  1901  to  1903  he 
attended  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  after  which 
he  became  principal  of  the  Fairchance  public  schools. 
Here  he  remained  from  1904  to  1906.  During  the 
summer  he  taught  in  the  teachers’  normal  schools  at 
Normalville  and  Fairchance.  Seeking  a  field  of 
larger  opportunity,  Mr.  Chorpenning  now  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  offices  of  Sterling,  Higbee  and 
Dumbauld,  at  Uniontown.  He  was  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  June,  1907,  and  has  been  continuously  engaged 
in  his  professional  duties  since  that  time.  Mr.  Chor¬ 
penning  carries  on  a  general  practice,  with  offices 
now  situated  in  the  Areford  Building.  He  has  met 
with  consistent  success  in  his  chosen  profession  and 
is  accounted  a  leading  member  of  the  Fayette  County 
bar. 

Apart  from  his  professional  connections,  he  has 
many  other  local  interests.  He  has  devoted  a  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  time  to  community  work,  support¬ 
ing  all  worthy  movements  for  the  advancement  of  the 
public  welfare,  and  speaking  frequently  at  public 
gatherings  for  community  projects.  For  several  years 
he  was  chairman  of  the  County  Red  Cross  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  for  three  years  was  president  of  the  Fay¬ 
ette  County  Sunday  School  Association.  He  has  been 
an  active  member  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Uniontown  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
advancement  of  its  work.  Mr.  Chorpenning  is  now  a 
member  of  the  official  board  of  the  church  and  for 
five  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
In  addition  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Union- 
town.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Chorpenning  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order 
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of  Odd  Fellows.  In  the  former  order  he  has  risen 
to  high  position,  serving  as  Grand  Chancellor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  in  1927-28,  and  in  1931  being 
elected  Supreme  Representative  to  the  Supreme  Lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  for  a  term  of  four  years. 
Mr.  Chorpenning  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is 
chairman  of  the  Fayette  County  Democratic  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  term  1930-32.  He  is  influential  in 
councils  of  his  party  and  has  played  an  active  part  in 
working  for  the  success  of  party  principles  and  candi¬ 
dates.  During  the  boom  period  in  the  coal  industry 
he  was  secretary  of  a  number  of  Pennsylvania  coal 
companies,  and  still  serves  as  secretary  of  the  Fish 
Coal  Company. 

On  January  10,  1912,  at  Smithfield,  Pennsylvania, 
Lloyd  Gephart  Chorpenning  married  Mary  E.  Abra¬ 
ham,  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Emma  R.  Abraham  of 
that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chorpenning  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Eloise,  born  on  March  1, 
1913.  2.  Jack,  born  on  June  18,  1914.  3.  Joan,  born 
on  January  29,  1925. 


JOHN  HAMILTON  HOPKINS— In  a  long  life 
spanning  more  than  fourscore  years,  John  Hamilton 
Hopkins  witnessed  the  remarkable  development  and 
growth  which  came  to  the  town  and  section,  in  which 
he  so  long  made  his  home,  in  common  with  other 
parts  of  the  country.  He  was  far  more  than  a  passive 
onlooker,  in  the  progress  of  Punxsutawney  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  County.  A  lifelong  resident  and  a  pioneer  builder, 
he  helped  materially  in  laying  the  foundation  for  the 
life  of  this  section  as  its  exists  today.  In  him  the  ideals 
and  aspirations  of  the  founders  of  the  Nation  were 
bright,  and  his  influence  will  long  remain  a  potent 
force  among  those  who  were  privileged  to  know  him. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  born  near  Georgeville,  in  Indiana 
County,  on  December  1,  1841,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Hopkins.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  who  gradually  became  largely  interested  in  lum¬ 
ber  holdings  and  in  contracting  and  building  work. 

When  he  was  still  a  child,  Mr.  Hopkins  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Panic,  where  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  local  public  schools  and  attained  to  man¬ 
hood’s  estate.  In  those  days  a  wealth  of  good  pine 
timber  covered  the  areas  of  Knox  and  McCalmont 
townships.  The  senior  Hopkins  had  already  turned 
his  attention  to  lumbering  and  building  activities  and 
the  boy  followed  his  father’s  example.  Seventy-five 
years  ago,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  John  H.  Hopkins 
built  his  first  large  frame  barn,  and  from  that  time 
on  his  services  were  steadily  in  demand  in  building 
man  wrote  of  him  at  his  death,  “he  had  few  equals  and 
no  superiors.”  Most  of  his  attention  was  devoted  to 
heavy  frame  structures,  including  frame  barns,  saw 
and  gristmills,  and  later  railroad  trestle  work.  Not  only 
did  he  possess  remarkable  mechanical  ingenuity,  but 
he  had  a  profoundly  active  and  inventive  mind.  In  a 
day  when  hydraulic  engineering  was  unknown  as  a 
separate  science,  he  mastered  the  principles  of  hydrau¬ 
lics,  simply  because  he  was  interested  in  it  and  because 
it  was  useful  to  him  in  his  work  in  building  mills.  In 
the  course  of  that  work  he  designed,  built  and  in¬ 
stalled  every  type  of  hydraulic  mill  mechanism.  As  a 
result  of  his  drydaulic  studies  and  his  long  connection 
with  mills,  Mr.  Hopkins  conceived,  perfected  and  pat¬ 
ented  the  hydraulic  pile-driver.  Partly  as  a  result 
thereof,  he  was  called  upon  to  do  much  contract  work 
in  the  building  of  docks  at  Pittsburgh  and  in  other 
sections  of  Pennsylvania,  meeting  the  problems  and 
tasks  here  involved  with  the  same  conspicuous  success 
which  always  distinguished  his  active  career.  “After 


a  period  of  over  half  a  century,  his  structures  stand 
solid  and  firm,  monuments  in  memory  of  a  good 
craftsman.” 

Mr.  Hopkins  had  a  number  of  other  interests. 
From  early  manhood  onward  he  always  held  consid¬ 
erable  real  estate.  At  first,  during  his  lumbering  days, 
it  was  timber  land  he  owned,  several  hundred  acres. 
Later,  however,  he  was  more  interested  in  village 
property  and  home  sites,  several  of  which  he  im¬ 
proved  with  buildings  of  his  own  design.  These  are 
now  rented.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  was 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  reli¬ 
gious  faith  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  one  of  the  most  influential  builders 
of  the  Punxsutawney  Methodist  Church,  and  remained 
its  strong  supporter  until  his  death. 

On  February  8,  1872,  at  Brookville,  John  Hamilton 
Hopkins  married  Sarah  C.  McGregor,  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  Jane  McGregor.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  holder  of  many  town¬ 
ship  offices.  Immediately  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hopkins  took  up  their  residence  in  Punx¬ 
sutawney  where  the  family  home  has  since  been  main¬ 
tained.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Gettie  Govinda,  now  Mrs.  Gettie  G.  Harmis  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  who  has  one  son,  Paul  Hopkins  Dillon,  by  a 
former  marriage.  2.  Reed  Edward,  of  Panama  City, 
Panama,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since  1904.  He 
has  three  children:  Ruth  Edna,  Irene,  and  Reed  Ed¬ 
ward,  Jr.,  and  two  grandchildren.  He  is  an  extensive 
real  estate  operator  in  Panama  City,  and  also  owns 
several  automobile  agencies.  Mrs.  Hopkins  continues 
to  live  in  Punxsutawney,  where  she  owns  much  real 
estate,  but  each  winter  she  spends  with  her  son  in 
Panama.  She  has  four  grandchildren  and  two  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Mr.  Hopkins  died  at  Punxsutawney  on  November 
9,  1926,  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks,  at  the  close 
of  his  eighty-fourth  year.  Although  he  had  been  in 
failing  health  for  some  time,  he  was  active  until  the 
last,  and  his  death  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  to 
hundreds  who  had  known  and  loved  him  through  the 
years.  It  was  written  of  him  at  his  death : 

It  is  not  alone  sufficient  that  men  stand  for  sound 
principles  but  ever  that  they  should  also  work  in 
developing  and  maintaining  them.  A  man’s  character 
is  written  in  his  handiwork,  his  soul  is  reflected  by  his 
contact  with  others  and  his  obedience  to  the  Divine 
Wisdom. 

In  making  use  of  its  natural  resources,  Jefferson 
County  brought  forth  a  type  of  men  surpassed  by  no 
other  section  of  the  country.  Courageous,  industrious 
and  modest,  they  were  men  of  purpose,  of  integrity, 
and  of  solid  worth.  The  future  of  a  great  nation  must 
ever  depend  upon  the  relation  of  its  people  to  the  his¬ 
tory  and  tradition  of  its  founders  and  pioneers. 

Such  a  man  was  John  Hamilton  Hopkins.  His  in¬ 
fluence  was  always  a  force  for  good,  and  from  his 
constructive  purpose,  we  of  today  may  draw  needed 
courage  and  inspiration. 


LEWIS  JOSEPH  CUNNINGHAM  — It  was 

said  of  Lewis  Joseph  Cunningham,  of  Dayton,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  by  the  company  with  which  he  was 
connected,  that  he  was  “for  many  years  the  highest 
ranking  salesman  in  our  large  organization,  and  whose 
outstanding  success  was  the  result  of  untiring  loyal 
service.”  The  citizens  of  his  community  knew  him  for 
one  of  the  best  of  their  business  men,  and  a  construc¬ 
tive  force  in  all  that  went  to  make  the  town  better 
and  its  people  happier.  He  was  a  native  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  born  December  4,  1885,  the  son  of 
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Andrew  and  Mary  Cunningham,  the  family  originally 
coming  from  England. 

Mr.  Cunningham’s  education  was  the  product  of  the 
public  schools,  and  was  not  continued  to  any  great 
length  prior  to  his  going  out  in  the  world  to  make 
his  own  living.  For  a  time  he  worked  at  various 
occupations,  but  gradually  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  where  he  found  that  he  was  at  work  in  the 
line  for  which  he  was  fitted.  In  1910  he  started  a 
small  store  in  Dayton,  and  in  a  quiet,  persistent  and 
industrious  fashion  increased  its  stock,  equipment  and 
clientele  until  he  was  operating  the  largest  and  most 
successful  business  of  its  kind  in  Dayton.  In  1925  he 
turned  this  establishment  over  to  his  son  and  Mrs. 
Cunningham,  to  operate  it  as  they  saw  fit.  He  would 
advise  and  help,  but  the  decision  was  to  rest  with 
them.  This  unusual  move  was  made  because  he  was 
going  to  ally  himself  with  the  “House  of  Brach”  of 
Chicago,  to  sell  their  goods  in  a  wide  territory  which 
had  been  assigned  to  him.  Mr.  Cunningham’s  personal 
achievement  with  this  concern  has  been  mentioned. 
He  built  up  his  clientele,  just  as  he  had  done  as  a 
merchant  of  Dayton.  It  was  in  his  pursuit  of  this 
occupation  that  he  met  with  the  automobile  accident 
which  caused  his  death  on  June  22,  1931. 

There  were  few  things  which  appeal  to  the  normal 
man  in  which  Mr.  Cunningham  was  not  interested. 
Fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Club.  A  Republican  in  his  political  allegiance,  he 
cared  nothing  for  political  preferment.  His  church 
was  the  Methodist  Episcopal.  It  was  written  of  him 
by  a  business  associate :  “Lew  Cunningham  was  sin¬ 
cere,  honest  and  industrious.  He  never  made  an  idle 
promise  ....  Regardless  of  how  he  felt,  he  greeted 
everyone  with  a  smile  and  they  liked  him.  We  mourn 
the  passing  of  Lew  J.  Cunningham  who  will  long  be 
remembered  for  his  fine  sturdy  qualities  of  character 
and  of  life.” 

On  August  14,  1908,  Mr.  Cunningham  married 
Grace  E.  McIntyre,  of  Dayton,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  Martin  L.  and  Lucinda  McIntyre,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Mead,  Edwin,  and 
Marjorie. 


JUDGE  IVAN  JOSEPH  McKENRICK— As  a 

boy  Judge  Ivan  Joseph  McKenrick  was  brought  to 
Ebensburg,  Cambria  County,  and  after  a  thorough 
education  and  technical  training  in  the  legal  profes¬ 
sion,  he  returned  to  this  city  to  practice  in  association 
with  his  father.  He  is  a  popular  figure  in  the  pro¬ 
fessional  coterie  of  Ebensburg,  for  he  has  the  per¬ 
sonality  which  wins  loyal  friendships  and  inspires 
confidence  in  his  abilities  and  plans.  He  has  ever 
been  a  constructive  force  in  civic  affairs  and  is  es¬ 
teemed  as  one  of  the  city’s  most  useful  citizens. 

Judge  McKenrick  was  born  at  Clearfield,  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1884,  next  to  the  last  of  eight  children.  His 
parents  were  Joseph  F.  and  Margaret  Eleanor 
(Read)  McKenrick,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  members  of  pioneer  families  of  the  State.  The 
senior  Mr.  McKenrick  brought  his  family  to  Ebens¬ 
burg  in  1893.  He  was  a  lawyer,  served  two  terms 
as  attorney  of  Clearfield  County  and  later  practiced 
in  Ebensburg  until  his  death  on  August  26,  1913. 
Mrs.  McKenrick,  who  was  a  native  of  Clearfield, 
died  March  26,  1922. 

Ivan  Joseph  McKenrick  received  the  preliminaries 
of  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Clearfield 
and  Ebensburg  and,  after  being  graduated  from  the 


Ebensburg  High  School  in  1902,  studied  in  the 
Lebanon  Valley  and  Butler  institutions  of  higher 
learning.  He  then  matriculated  at  the  Indiana  Law 
School  at  Indianapolis,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1908,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
He  was  not  even  certain  that  he  desired  to  follow 
a  legal  career,  and  it  was  not  until  1910  that  he  took 
his  bar  examinations  and  became  a  full-fledged  law¬ 
yer.  Entering  the  law  office  of  his  father,  until  the 
latter’s  death  in  1913,  he  was  in  close  association 
with  the  elder.  His  practice  has  been  of  a  general 
character,  although  he  is  a  recognized  authority  on 
certain  phases  of  the  law.  His  success,  while  reflect¬ 
ing  unusual  ability  and  hard  work,  has  been  achieved 
with  the  appearance  of  ease,  and  is  accepted  by 
his  colleagues  as  merited.  He  was  elected  judge 
of  the  Cambria  County  court  in  1929,  and  his  regime 
has  given  the  impression  that  he  is  as  well  fitted 
to  serve  on  the  bench  as  he  was  before  it. 

Judge  McKenrick,  in  his  devotion  to  his  profes¬ 
sional  duties  has  not  found  the  time  he  would  like 
for  social  and  club  activities.  Fraternally,  he  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Summit  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  being  a 
member  of  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry  up  to,  and 
including  the  thirty-second  degree,  Scottish  Rite.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  the  Kiwanis 
Club.  His  church  is  the  Presbyterian,  in  which  he 
is  an  elder.  Judge  McKenrick,  as  has  been  indicated, 
has  been  prominent  in  furthering  the  advancement  of 
Ebensburg  and  deeply  interested  in  all  worthy  phil¬ 
anthropic  and  welfare  movements. 

On  October  11,  1916,  Judge  McKenrick  married 
Marian  Jones  of  Ebensburg,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Marian  Eleanor,  Fremant 
Jones  and  Martha  Josephine. 


JOHN  H.  McCANN  —  Of  good  Irish-Scotch 
ancestry,  Judge  John  H.  McCann,  of  Ebensburg, 
Cambria  County,  has  always  had  the  courage  of  his 
convictions  when  it  came  to  personal  decisions  and 
actions.  During  his  colorful  career  he  tried  several 
occupations  before  he  determined  upon  the  law.  Once 
settled  in  this  profession,  he  was  not  only  successful 
in  general  practice,  but  rose  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
colleagues  and  fellow-citizens.  He  was  born  in  Ire¬ 
land,  near  the  town  of  Newsy,  County  Armagh, 
June  25,  1879,  one  of  two  brothers,  the  other  being 
Michael  J.  McCann,  a  well-known  attorney  of 
Ebensburg,  who  died  in  1927.  His  parents  were 
Patrick  and  Anne  (Wilson)  McCann,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Scotland.  With 
their  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  McCann  came 
to  America  from  Ireland,  in  January,  1888,  and  settled 
in  Lilly,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  senior  McCann  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  system 
for  many  years,  and  died  in  1917. 

John  H.  McCann  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  for  the  first  ten  years  of  his  mature 
career  taught  in  the  schools  of  Cambria  County.  He 
was  still  a  young  man,  when  he  quit  the  profession 
of  teaching  and  spent  three  years  in  railroad  work. 
During  the  summers,  while  teaching,  he  had  added 
to  his  income  by  various  kinds  of  employment,  so 
that  he  had  a  wide  experience  in  commercial  and 
industrial  life.  He  had  the  mentality  and  tempera¬ 
ment  which  were  capable  of  permitting  him  to  climb 
high,  could  he  but  find  the  proper  profession  in  which 
to  give  his  abilities  and  ambitions  scope.  He  deter- 
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mined  upon  law,  and  in  1908,  while  still  under  thirty- 
years  of  age,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  put  up  his  shingle  as  a  practicing 
lawyer,  gradually  won  a  clientele,  and  became  widely 
and  popularly  known  throughout  Cambria  County 
as  a  loyal  friend,  a  generous  hearted  gentleman,  a 
forceful  constructive  citizen  and  a  good  lawyer.  It 
can  hardly  be  judged  which  side  of  his  reputation 
was  the  more  to  the  fore,  or  of  the  greatest  value. 
Judge  McCann  was  interested  in  politics  before  he 
had  reached  his  majority,  and  seemed  to  have  a 
flair  for  leadership  in  this  form  of  activity.  He  was 
too  busy  with  making  of  a  livelihood  to  care  for 
political  office,  but  in  1921  he  was  elected  judge,  and 
ten  years  later  was  reelected  for  another  long  term 
on  the  bench.  Judge  McCann  was  a  delegate  to  the 
State  Democratic  Convention  in  1924,  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Democratic  Convention  held  at  Houston,  Texas, 
in  1928,  and  to  the  Chicago  convention  in  1932.  He 
stands  high  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  is  active 
in  its  campaigns.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose,  of  Johnstown,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St. 
Patrick,  Philadelphia.  His  church  is  the  Roman 
Catholic. 

John  H.  McCann  married  (first),  October  12,  1912, 
Blanche  Snyder,  who  died  in  January,  ten  years  later. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Anna,  Blanche, 
John  H.,  Jr.,  Margaret,  Frances,  and  Patrick.  In 
April,  1926,  Judge  McCann  married  (second),  Sarah 
J.  Hartman. 


WALTER  WINSTON  KREBS— A  lawyer,  cer¬ 
tified  for  practice  in  the  highest  court  of  the  State, 
as  well  as  in  Cambria  County,  Walter  Winston 
Krebs  has  abandoned  that  field  of  endeavor  for  a 
journalistic  career,  and  is  the  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  “Johnstown  Tribune.”  In  addition  to  legal 
and  newspaper  work,  Mr.  Krebs  is  earnestly  asso¬ 
ciated  with  many  civic  affairs  in  his  native  city. 

Mr.  Krebs  was  born  in  Johnstown,  March  18, 
1894,  a  son  of  Fred  and  Margaret  (Walters)  Krebs, 
both  natives  of  this  city,  the  former  engaged  in  the 
banking  business  here.  Through  the  grade  schools 
of  Johnstown  the  son,  Walter  Winston  Krebs,  passed 
to  the  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1913.  His  legal  training  was  taken 
ir.  the  Cornell  University  Law  School,  and  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania’  in  1920,  being 
certified  in  the  State  Supreme  Court  and  in  the 
courts  of  Cambria  County.  He  did  a  general  law 
practice  for  about  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
took  over  the  editorial  management  and  publication 
of  the  “Tribune.” 

He  is  prominent  in  the  organized  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  Johnstown,  and  served  as  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  two  years.  In  politics  he 
is  aligned  with  the  Republican  party.  He  enlisted  for 
the  World  War,  in  May,  1917,  and  was  commis¬ 
sioned  an  ensign  in  the  naval  balloon  service.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  in  February,  1919.  In  the  right 
of  his  war  service  he  is  a  member  of  Johnstown 
Post,  No.  294,  American  Legion,  of  which  he  is  a' 
former  post  commander.  Mr.  Krebs  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Pennsylvania  Newspaper  Publishers  As¬ 
sociation  during  1932.  His  religious  connection  is 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


GEORGE  CUNNINGHAM  BROWN— Register 
of  wills  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans  Court  at  Union- 
town,  Fayette  County,  George  Cunningham  Brown 
has  served  in  several  county  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust  during  the  past  six  years,  devoting  his  best 
efforts  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  is 
a  veteran  of  the  World  War  and  has  been  active  in 
the  various  veterans  organizations. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  at  Masontown,  Fayette 
County,  January  27,  1898,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Gussie 
E.  Brown.  His  father,  a  clerk  by  occupation,  served 
with  the  10th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the 
Spanish-American  War. 

George  Cunningham  Brown  was  educated  in  the 
Masontown  public  schools  and  in  the  German  Town¬ 
ship  High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 

1917.  This  was  the  beginning  period  of  American 
participation  in  the  World  War.  Mr.  Brown  enlisted 
for  service  in  Company  D,  noth  Infantry,  28th 
Division,  participating  with  these  troops  in  the  major 
campaigns  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 
He  served  with  distinction  in  the  Aisne-Marne  offen¬ 
sive  and  defensive,  in  the  Champagne-Marne  and 
Aisne-Meuse  engagements,  and  in  the  desperate  fight¬ 
ing  in  the  Argonne  from  September  26  to  October  9, 

1918,  which  undermined  the  German  position  on  the 
Western  Front.  After  the  Armistice  he  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  and  from  1919  to  1925  was  engaged  in 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  coal.  In  1925  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  at  Masontown,  serving  until  1926, 
when  he  became  deputy  county  treasurer  of  Fayette 
County.  In  1927  he  became  depilty  county  controller 
and  held  that  office  until  his  election  as  register  of 
wills  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans  Court  in  1932.  Mr. 
Brown  has  thoroughly  justified  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  the  people  of  this  county,  serving  with  con¬ 
spicuous  ability  in  every  position  to  which  he  has  been 
chosen.  The  value  of  his  contributions  to  the  public 
life  of  the  county  are  well  recognized. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  a  leader  in  veterans’  organi¬ 
zations,  both  locally  and  in  wider  spheres.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion,  serving  both  as 
post  commander  and  county  commander,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  is  a  member  of  La  Societe  Des  40  Hommes  et  8 
Chevaux,  composed  of  World  War  veterans  who  saw 
actual  fighting  in  France.  In  this  order  he  is  Chef 
de  Gare  of  the  local  voiture,  and  has  served  as  Grand 
Cheminot,  Grand  Chef  de  Train  and  Grand  Chef  de 
Gare  of  the  Cheminot  National.  Mr.  Brown  is  also 
affiliated  with  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Uniontown  Country  Club  and  the 
Kiwanis  Club  and  worships  in  the  Presbyterian  faith. 
Through  his  various  activities  Mr.  Brown  has  be¬ 
come  a  widely  known  figure,  enjoying  an  extended 
circle  of  friends. 

On  August  17,  1925,  at  Philadelphia,  George  Cun¬ 
ningham  Brown  married  Carolyn  A.  Duggan,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  L.  and  Belle  (Haney)  Duggan.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown  maintain  their  residence  in  Masontown. 
Mr.  Brown’s  offices  are  situated  in  the  County  Court¬ 
house  at  Uniontown. 


THOMAS  A.  OWENS— Owner  and  publisher  of 
the  “Patton  Courier”  at  Patton,  Cambria  County, 
Thomas  A.  Owens  has  devoted  his  entire  active  career 
to  newspaper  work.  He  has  made  his  paper  an  im¬ 
portant  influence  in  the  community  which  it  serves 
and  is  himself  a  well-known  figure  in  the  life  of 
this  section. 
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Mr.  Owens  was  born  at  Carrolltown,  on  June  13, 
1894,  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Margaret  (Fongheiser) 
Owens,  both  natives  of  Cambria  County.  His  father, 
who  died  in  December,  1924,  was  a  miller  at  Carroll¬ 
town  for  thirty  years.  He  was  active  in  public 
affairs  there,  holding  almost  all  local  offices,  includ¬ 
ing  that  of  burgess,  member  of  the  city  council  and 
member  of  the  school  board.  Margaret  (Fongheiser) 
Owens  now  makes  her  home  at  Patton  with  her  son. 

Thomas  A.  Owens  was  an  only  child.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and 
subsequently  attended  St.  Vincent  College  at  La- 
trobe.  On  the  completion  of  his  educational  training, 
he  turned  to  newspaper  work,  serving  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  with  the  “Carrolltown  News.”  Here  he  learned 
all  details  connected  with  the  operation  of  a  news¬ 
paper,  together  with  a  knowledge  of  general  print¬ 
ing  and  publishing.  In  1920  he  purchased  the  “Pat¬ 
ton  Courier”  at  Patton,  which  he  has  since  published. 
Mr.  Owens  is  in  sole  charge  of  the  paper  and  plant 
and  has  made  the  “Courier”  a  success  in  its  com¬ 
munity,  building  up  a  profitable  circulation  and  ex¬ 
tending  its  influence  throughout  this  section.  He  has 
established  and  maintained  high  journalistic  stand¬ 
ards,  and  the  people  of  Patton  well  appreciate  the 
value  of  his  services  to  the  town. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Owens 
enlisted  in  his  country’s  cause,  and  for  seventeen  and 
a  half  months  was  stationed  at  the  machine  gun  train¬ 
ing  center  at  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta,  Georgia.  He 
was  discharged  after  the  Armistice  and  returned  to 
his  newspaper  career.  Apart  from  his  other  connec¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Owens  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  the  American  Legion,  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Fra¬ 
ternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  independent  in  poli¬ 
tics,  and  in  religious  faith  a  Roman  Catholic.  Both 
personally  and  through  the  columns  of  his  paper  he 
has  always  tried  to  advance  the  public  interest,  and 
is  widely  acquainted  and  respected  throughout  the 
county  in  which  he  lives. 

On  November  28,  1919,  Thomas  A.  Owens  mar¬ 
ried  Winifred  Wetzel,  of  Carrolltown.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Thomas  A.,  Jr.,  and  Fred- 
enck. 


JOHN  HARRIS  STEPHENS— A  native  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  John  Harris  Stephens  has  performed,  in  the 
city  of .  Johnstown,  a  most  useful  work  in  the  legal 
profession.  His  place  is  one  of  distinct  leadership 
and  esteem;  for  few  men  have  so  substantially  con¬ 
tributed  to  civic  life  as  he  has. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  on 
October  1,  1868,  a  son  of  William  S.  and  Sarah 
Ann  (Skiles)  Stephens,  both  natives  of  Indiana' 
County.  His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was 
born  in  March,  1808,  and  died  in  March,  1889;  and 
the  mother,  born  February  22,  1825,  died  May  17, 
1919.  There  were  three  children  born  to  William  S. 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Skiles)  Stephens:  1.  Marlin  Bing¬ 
ham,  who  is  now  deceased.  2.  Olive  Frances,  the 
widow  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Mayer,  of  Johnstown.  3.  John 
Harris,  whose  name  heads  this  review.  By  a  pre¬ 
vious  marriage,  the  father  had  six  other  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  deceased:  Shadrach,  Mary  J., 
Asbury,  George  M.,  Cynthia  and  Elbert  Lloyd 
Stephens. 

In  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  John  Harris  Stephens 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools, 
also  attending  the  Classical  Institute,  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  Later  he  studied  at  Lebanon  University, 
and,  in  1896  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 


Michigan,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
In  1897  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar;  and  since  that 
time  has  practiced  in  Johnstown. 

His  work  has  been  valuable  from  the  outset  of  his 
career,  not  alone  in  the  profession  in  which  he  has 
made  such  rapid  headway,  but  in  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  civic  and  social  life.  For  his  interests  have 
been  broad  and  universal,  rather  than  limited  to  any 
special  sphere.  His  political  alignment  has  been  with 
the  Republican  party,  of  whose  policies  and  principles 
he  is  a  staunch  supporter;  and,  on  his  party’s  ticket, 
he  was  a  candidate  for  county  judge  in  1931*  For¬ 
merly  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  contributing  substantially, 
through  this  body,  to  the  well-being  of  his  State.  Into 
all  his  many  activities  and  the  interests  that  they 
represent,  Mr.  Stephens  has  consistently  put  his  full 
measure  of  energy  and  enthusiasm,  with  the  result 
that  his  is  a  position  of  outstanding  character  in  his 
city,  his  State,  and  his  profession.  His  church  is  the 
Baptist. 

John  Harris  Stephens  married,  in  November,  1899, 
Susan  Thatcher  Samuel,  daughter  of  Eben  and  Emma 
(Garman)  Samuel.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Cambria  County,  was  a  foreman  for  many  years  in  the 
steel  mills  in  Johnstown,  having  continued  his  work 
in  the  steel  industry  throughout  his  active  career.  He 
is  now  deceased.  The  mother  makes  her  home  in 
Johnstown.  Mrs.  Stephens  was  one  of  the  three 
children  of  her  parents:  1.  Susan  Thatcher,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Mr.  Stephens.  2.  Charles  J.,  of 
Johnstown.  3.  Grace,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ralph 
Kent,  of  Johnstown. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  have  five  children:  1.  Mary 
A.  F.,  who  lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  2.  Wil¬ 
liam  S.,  of  Indiana  County.  3.  Marlin  Bingham,  of 
Johnstown.  4.  John  H.,  Jr.,  of  Johnstown.  5.  Susan 
Thatcher. 


CLARE  GORDON  CHERRY  — For  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Cherry  has  been  connected 
with  the  Albion  Telephone  Company,  which  he  joined 
as  a  young  man,  only  a  few  years  after  it  had  been 
organized.  That  he  is  today  and  for  a  number  of 
years  past  has  been  the  treasurer  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  this  company  is  the  more  to  his  credit, 
because  his  first  position  was  a  modest  one,  that  of 
lineman.  Mr.  Cherry  is  regarded  as  an  exceptionally 
able  telephone  executive  and  the  fact  that  this  local 
telephone  company  has  always  functioned  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  its  subscribers,  stands  as  fur¬ 
ther  proof  of  Mr.  Cherry’s  ability.  Of  course,  he 
is  widely  known  in  Albion  and  enjoys  great  popu¬ 
larity  with  all  classes  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

Clare  Gordon  Cherry  was  born  in  Crawford 
County,  December  14,  1883,  a  son  of  E.  M.  and 
Alice  M.  (Knapp)  Cherry.  His  father,  a  farmer,  was 
a  native  of  Wisconsin,  his  mother  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Cherry  received  his  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  and  as  a  young  man 
became  identified  with  the  light  and  power  industry. 
In  1907,  he  came  to  Albion,  Erie  County,  as  a  line¬ 
man  with  the  Albion  Telephone  Company.  Since 
then  he  has  served  with  this  company  in  various  posi¬ 
tions  of  ever  increasing  importance  and  responsibility, 
until  he  was  finally  promoted  to  the  position,  which 
he  now  holds,  that  of  treasurer  and  general  man¬ 
ager.  In  this  position  he  has  been  the  active  super¬ 
vising  head  of  the  company  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  Albion  Telephone  Company  was  organized  in 
1901  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Forbes  and  a  group  of  local  busi¬ 
ness  men.  Mr.  S.  D.  Sawdey  was  its  first  president 
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and  served  in  that  capacity  for  nearly  thirty  years 
and  until  his  death  in  December,  1930.  At  that  time 
he  was  succeeded  in  the  presidency  of  the  company 
by  Mr.  Forbes.  The  other  officers  of  the  company 
now  are,  besides  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Cherry,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Salisbury,  who  is  vice-president,  and  Mrs. 
Cherry,  who  is  secretary.  The  company  started  on  a 
small  scale,  having  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  sub¬ 
scribers  in  1907.  It  now  has  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  subscribers  and  its  lines  reach  farms  and  towns 
within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  Albion.  Mr. 
Cherry  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Albion  and  of  the  Albion  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  as  well  as  chief  of  the  local  fire  department. 
^  Mr.  Cherry  married  Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  (Laughlin) 
Eldridge,  a  native  of  Michigan,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  C.  and  Ada  (Brown)  Laughlin,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Cherry’s  father  died  in  1898. 
Mrs.  Cherry  is  the  mother  of  four  children  by  her 
first  marriage:  1.  Gertrude  E.  Eldridge,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1906.  2.  Leslie  N.  Eldridge,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  13,  1910.  3.  Elsie  M.  Eldridge,  born  September 
1,  1913.  4.  Fred  L.  Eldridge,  born  April  8,  1917. 


CHARLES  E.  SHENK — For  more  than  three 
decades  Mr.  Shenk  has  been  an  executive  officer  of 
the  Henry  Shenk  Company,  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  known  building  concerns  of  Erie.  For  the  last 
twenty-two  years  he  has  been  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  having  succeeded  in  that  office  its  founder,  his 
late  father.  Though  he  has  been  very  ably  assisted 
in  the  management  of  the  company  by  one  of  his 
brothers  and  one  of  his  sons,  the  steady  growth  and 
continued  prosperity  of  the  company  must  largely  be 
ascribed  to  Mr.  Shenk  himself.  Thoroughly  experi¬ 
enced  in  all  branches  of  the  business,  very  energetic 
and  widely  known  for  his  probity,  Mr.  Shenk  for 
many  years  has  been  one  of  the  outstanding  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  city  of  his  birth,  Erie.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  civic,  fraternal  and  social  circles  and, 
indeed,  in  every  respect  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  most  representative  residents  of 
Erie. 

Charles  E.  Shenk  was  born  in  Erie,  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Amelia  (Zinram)  Shenk.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  1909,  was  the  founder  of 
the  Henry  Shenk  Company  and  for  many  years  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful  con¬ 
tractors  and  builders  of  Erie.  Mr.  Shenk’s  mother, 
too,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Erie,  Mr.  Shenk  became  identified  with 
the  building  and  contracting  business  as  a  young  man 
and  has  continued  to  be  successfully  engaged  in  this 
business  ever  since  then.  Since  1909  he  has  been 
president  of  the  Henry  Shenk  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  No.  11 15  Sassafras  Street. 

The  Henry  Shenk  Company  of  Erie  really  dates 
back  to  1866,  when  the  firm  of  Kinsey,  Brubaker 
and  Shenk  was  organized  at  Eleventh  and  French 
streets,  Erie,  and  for  a  few  years  was  successfully 
engaged  in  the  contracting  and  building  business.  In 
1887  one  of  the  partners,  the  late  Henry  Shenk,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  went  into  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  and  later  erected  a  large  mill  and 
dry  kilns.  In  1901  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  its  present  name,  Henry  Shenk  Company,  with 
its  founder,  Henry  Shenk  as  president,  Charles  E. 
Shenk  as  vice-president  and  Wilbur  Shenk  as  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer.  The  company  continued  under 
this  management  until  the  death  of  Henry  Shenk  in 
1909,  when  Charles  E.  Shenk  became  president  as 
the  successor  of  his  father:  Wilbur  Shenk,  vice- 


president  and  treasurer  and  H.  H.  Shenk  secretary. 
Wilbur  Shenk  died  on  January  3,  1927,  and  since 
that  time,  the  officers  of  the  company  have  been 
Charles  E.  Shenk,  president;  E.  R.  Shenk,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer;  and  H.  H.  Shenk,  secretary. 
Wilbur  Shenk  was  a  brother  of  Charles  E.  Shenk 
and  H.  H.  Shenk.  In  the  early  days  of  its  existence 
the  company  operated  a  large  mill  and  employed  some 
seventy-five  men.  This  branch  of  the  business  has 
since  then  been  discontinued  and  the  company  now 
is  engaged  in  extensive  building  operations.  It  is  one 
of  the  oldest  concerns  of  its  type  in  the  United 
States  and  the  oldest  building  concern  in  northwest¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  one  of  the  largest. 
Amongst  the  many  important  projects  handled  suc¬ 
cessfully  by  the  Henry  Shenk  Company  should  be 
mentioned  especially  the  following:  the  first  Andrew 
Carnegie  Library  erected  anywhere  in  this  country, 
built  in  Pittsburgh;  the  Huntingdon  Reformatory; 
the  residence  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Mellon  in  Pittsburgh; 
Mercy  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh;  Mount  Aloysius 
Academy  at  Cresson;  West  Penn  Hospital  and  the 
Hotel  Schenley  in  Pittsburgh;  Titusville  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  in  Titusville;  Marine  National  Bank,  Erie 
Trust  Company,  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
Building,  main  filtration  plant  for  the  Erie  Water 
Works,  Erie  Public  Library,  Ariel  Building,  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple,  Lawrence  Hotel,  several  large  build¬ 
ings  for  the  General  Electric  Company  and  Hammer- 
mill  Paper  Company,  and  Second  National  Bank,  all 
these  in  Erie ;  Erie  County  Home  at  Wende,  New 
York.  The  company  has  also  built  four  hundred  and 
seventy  brick  houses  for  the  General  Electric  Com¬ 
pany  at  Erie  and  has  handled  equally  successfully 
many  other  important  building  contracts. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Shenk  was  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Park  and  Harbor  Commis¬ 
sion  and  of  the  Erie  School  Board.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Erie  Club  and  the 
Kahkwa  Club.  He  has  also  long  been  prominent  in 
Masonic  circles  and  is  a  member  of  Perry  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as  of  the  various 
other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and 
the  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of  Erie,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Shenk  married,  in  1887,  and  has  four  children: 
Wilbur  J.,  Henry,  Margaret  and  Edgar  R.  Shenk, 
of  whom  further. 

Edgar  R.  Shenk  was  born  in  Erie,  July  4,  1888, 
a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Shenk.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Erie  and  then  prepared  for  college  at  the  Lawrence- 
ville  School  in  New  Jersey,  from  where  he  went  to 
Yale  LTniversity,  graduating  from  that  institution 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1912.  Im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  he  became  associated  with  the 
Henry  Shenk  Company  of  Erie,  of  which  his  father 
is  the  president.  Of  this  company  he  is  now  the  vice- 
president  and  treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  director  of  the 
Citizens  Mortgage  Company  and  the  Security-Peo¬ 
ples  Trust  Company,  both  of  Erie;  the  General 
Concrete  Products  Company,  of  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  served  as  director  for  six  years  (1922-28)  of 
the  Associated  General  Contractors  of  America,  the 
latter  with  headquarters  in  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia.  His  clubs  include  the  Kahkwa  Club  and 
the  Erie  Club,  of  which  latter  he  is  a  governor, 
both  of  Erie,  as  well  as  the  Duquesne  Club  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Har- 
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vard-Yale-Princeton  Club  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Athletic  Club.  Edgar  R.  Shenk  married,  in 
1913,  Dorothy  Kennedy,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Anne,  born 
April  19,  1922. 

Another  well  known  member  of  the  Shenk  family 
of  Erie  is  H.  H.  Shenk,  younger  brother  of  Charles 
E.  Shenk.  He  was  born  in  Erie,  November  4,  1873, 
a  son  of  the  late  Henry  and  Amelia  (Zinram) 
Shenk.  Educated  in  the  public  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  Erie,  Mr.  Shenk  became  associated  with 
his  father’s  firm  as  a  young  man  and  has  served  for 
many  years  as  its  secretary.  He  is  a  member  of 
Perry  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  the 
various  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including 
the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
H.  H.  Shenk  married,  in  1904,  Jessie  G.  Skelley, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:.  1.  William  Edwin,  a  graduate 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  2. 
Robert  Henry.  3.  Mary  A. 

FRANCIS  H.  PAYNE — Manager  of  the  Metric 
Works  of  the  American  Meter  Company,  Francis  H. 
Payne  has  occupied  this  responsible  office  for  a 
period  of  thirty-five  years.  He  came  into  this  enter¬ 
prise,  which  was  established  by  his  father,  early  in 
life,  and  to  its  direction  he  has  devoted  his  entire 
active  career.  Mr.  Payne  is  a  leading  business  man 
of  Erie,  and  a  familiar  figure  in  the  life  of  the  city. 

Born  in  Venango  County,  on  April  1,  1868,  Mr. 
Payne  is  a  son  of  Calvin  N.  and  Martha  (Demp¬ 
sey)  Payne.  His  father  was  a  manufacturer.  His 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  Francis  Dempsey, 
long  an  honored  resident  of  Erie.  Francis  H.  Payne 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  Pennsylvania 
public  schools  and,  following  graduation  from  Titus¬ 
ville  High  School  in  1885,  attended  Hill  School  at 
Pottstown,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887. 
Thereafter  he  entered  Princeton  University,  where  he 
took  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1891.  Mr. 
Payne’s  career  at  college  was  distinguished  in  a 
number  of  ways,  and  particularly  in  the  field  of 
athletics  in  which  he  was  very  active.  He  played  on 
the  ’varsity  baseball  team. 

Following  his  graduation  from  college,  on  July  18, 
1891,  Mr.  Payne  became  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Metric  Metal  Company  which  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  by  his  father,  C.  N.  Payne,  at  Beaver  Falls, 
in  1888,  occupying  quarters  formerly  used  by  the 
old  cutlery  company.  It  was  formed  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  manufacturing  meters  for  natural  gas  and 
has  continued  in  that  field  since  the  time  of  its  forma¬ 
tion.  Calvin  N.  Payne  was  the  first  president  of  the 
company  and  associated  with  him  was  J.  H.  Logan, 
of  New  Brighton.  In  October,  1891,  headquarters 
of  the  company  were  moved  to  Erie,  and  a  small 
plant  of  40,000  square  feet  was  erected.  Since  then 
the  business  has  grown  steadily  and  at  the  present 
time  the  plant  includes  110,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  while  some  five  hundred  or  more  people  find 
employment  in  its  work.  Products  of  the  company 
are  distributed  throughout  the  entire  United  States 
and  also  in  foreign  countries.  In  1895,  the  Metric 
Metal  Works  was  amalgamated  with  the  American 
Meter  Company,  and  has  since  been  a  subsidiary  of 
that  organization.  In  that  year,  Mr.  Payne  assumed 
the  office  of  manager  which  he  has  continued  to 
fill.  His  services  have  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  success  of  the  organization,  and  his  long  experi¬ 


ence  in  the  business  has  given  him  a  valuable  insight 
into  the  various  problems  of  the  business.  He  is 
also  a  director  of  the  Canadian  Meter  Company, 
Ltd.,  of  Hamilton,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
of  the  C.  Moulton  Stone  Company  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Payne  has  long  occupied  an  important  place 
in  Erie  business  life  and  has  been  active  in  its 
development  and  growth.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  now  a  direc¬ 
tor,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  and  has  given  his  sup¬ 
port  to  worthy  community  movements  of  various 
kinds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Club,  the 
Kahkwa  Club,  the  Lake  Shore  Country  Club,  the 
Princeton  Club  of  New  York,  the  Nassau  Club  of 
Princeton,  the  Lotus  Club  of  New  York  City  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Society,  as  well  as  the  graduate 
council  of  Princeton  University.  Mr.  Payne  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant  at  Erie. 
During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  he  served 
in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  other  organized 
activities,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Safety  Com¬ 
mittee.  His  company  cooperated  with  the  Navy 
Department  and  completed  many  contracts  including 
a  contract  for  the  ten  thousand  depth  charges.  While 
he  has  never  entered  public  life,  he  has  been  a  con¬ 
sistent  supporter  of  Republican  principles  and  can¬ 
didates.  Mr.  Payne  has  continued  his  early  interest 
in  athletics,  and  his  company  has  sponsored  a  num¬ 
ber  of  sports  for  the  men  employed  at  its  plant, 
having  had  five  championship  baseball  teams.  This 
activity  has  been  part  of  a  general  program  of 
social  recreation  for  the  men,  and  to  further  this 
end,  the  company  has  also  set  aside  a  large  rest 
room  where  its  employees  may  gather  for  relaxation 
and  amusement. 

Mr.  Payne  has  been  glad  to  give  his  services  in 
the  public  interest.  He  is  president  of  the  Erie 
Public  Library  Board,  and  in  many  other  ways  has 
added  to  his  reputation  as  one  of  Erie’s  public- 
spirited  citizens.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  vice¬ 
commodore  of  the  Erie  Yacht  Club.  He  maintains 
his  family  residence  in  this  city  at  No.  164  West 
Seventh  Street. 


JOSEPH  EDWARD  FLEMING,  oil  producer 
and  financier,  has  had  a  vastly  ramified  career  in  the 
oil  industry,  and  is  internationally  known  in  the  trade 
as  a  successful  and  constructive  operator.  Titusville, 
where  his  career  has  centered  of  recent  years,  is  the 
beneficiary  of  his  widespread  activities,  which,  in  fact, 
have  benefited  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  whole. 
As  president  of  the  Oil  Creek  Refining  Company,  with 
offices  and  plant  in  Titusville,  Mr.  Fleming  holds  a 
most  important  and  responsible  economic  position,  and 
holds  it  well,  to  the  advantage  of  community,  county 
and  the  Commonwealth. 

A  native  of  Titusville,  Joseph  Edward  Fleming 
was  born  on  January  4,  1878,  son  of  Joseph  and  Caro¬ 
line  (Brown)  Fleming,  the  former  a  native  of  Prus¬ 
sia,  large  oil  producer  well  remembered  in  Titusville, 
and  the  latter  a  native  of  Switzerland.  Joseph  Flem¬ 
ing’s  death  occurred  March  4,  1881 ;  his  widow  died 
August  29,  1930.  Joseph  E.  Fleming  inherited  many 
of  the  elder  Mr.  Fleming’s  qualities.  He  studied  in 
the  local  schools  and  at  an  early  date  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  oil  industry.  For  twenty-one  years  he 
was  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  that  time  as  purchasing  agent  in  the  Titusville 
district.  Mr.  Fleming  went  to  California  with  the 
outfit  that  laid  the  first  pipe  line  in  that  State  and 
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remained  there  until  the  line  was  functioning.  He 
then  returned  to  Titusville,  as  buyer  of  crude  oil  for 
the  Joseph  Seep  Purchasing  Agency,  a  branch  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jersey.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  capacity  for  about  ten  years,  after 
which  he  became  an  independent  producer  of  oil, 
acquiring  large  oil  producing  properties  in  this 
region  which  he  continues  to  operate  successfully. 
In  1919  the  Oil  Creek  Refining  Company  was  incor¬ 
porated  by  Mr.  Fleming  and  his  associates,  at  which 
time  he  was  made  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager.  The  company’s  charter  permitted  production 
of  oil  and  manufacture  of  its  products,  and  in  due 
course,  with  expansion  of  the  business,  other  large 
units  were  added.  The  company’s  capacity  is  about 
1,000  barrels  of  oil  daily;  the  plant  covers  thirteen 
acres;  handles  its  products  in  its  own  fleet  of  sixty 
tank  cars ;  and  has  a  wide  distribution,  its  one  hundred 
per  cent.  Pennsylvania  grade  oil  being  known  inter¬ 
nationally.  The  company  has  its  own  ample  sidings, 
modern  service  stations  and  the  finest  of  equipment. 
In  1929,  at  the  death  of  Mr.  McGraw,  then  president 
of  the  company,  Mr.  Fleming  succeeded  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  presidency,  which  post  he  has  held  to  its  ad¬ 
vantage  and  to  his  own  honorable  renown,  increas¬ 
ing  the  volume  of  business  done  to  present-day  pro¬ 
portions.  George  F.  Fleming  (q.  v.),  elder  brother 
of  Mr.  Fleming,  is  treasurer ;  F.  J.  McGraw  is  vice- 
president,  and  M.  D.  Woods  is  secretary  and  assistant 
treasurer. 

While  Mr.  Fleming’s  chief  accomplishment  as  an 
industrial  magnate  and  financier  is  to  be  witnessed  in 
the  record  of  growth  of  the  company  under  his 
headship,  still,  his  activities  have  by  no  means  been 
confined  wholly  to  business  endeavor.  He  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Titusville  Trust  Company,  retains  a  broad 
list  of  holdings  in  stocks,  and  as  an  economic  factor 
upholds  all  movements  for  the  progress  of  his  com¬ 
munity  ;  and  his  business  acumen  has  been  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  Nation  in  time  of  war.  During  the  World 
War  period  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Red  Cross  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  Titusville  district,  and  largely  through 
his  efforts  the  sums  sought  were  exceeded.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  was  a  charter  member  of  Oil  City  Lodge  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Fourth  Degree,  and  is  Past 
Chancellor  of  the  Titusville  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  He  belongs  to  the  Titusville  Country 
Club,  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Titusville  City 
Club,  continues  to  be  active  in  both  of  these  bodies, 
and  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Titus  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  is  prominently 
active. 

In  1910,  Mr.  Fleming  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Alma  Elizabeth  Seep,  of  Titusville,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Catherine  (Hillenmeyer)  Seep,  both  now 
deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  the  following 
children  were  born:  1.  Joseph  Edward,  Jr.,  born 
November  24,  1913.  2.  William  J.,  born  April  1, 

1916.  3.  Martha  S.,  born  July  13,  1919.  4.  Jane  E., 
born  August  5,  1922. 


GEORGE  F.  FLEMING,  treasurer  of  the  Oil 
Creek  Refining  Company,  was  born  in  Titusville, 
where  his  career  has  principally  centered,  July  26, 
1870,  son  of  Joseph  Fleming,  native  of  Prussia,  who 
died  March  4,  1881,  and  Caroline  (Brown)  Fleming, 
of  Switzerland,  whose  death  occurred  August  29, 
1930.  He  is  a  brother  of  Joseph  E.  Fleming  (q.  v.), 
president  of  the  Oil  Creek  Refining  Company,  and, 
like  him,  has  given  nearly  the  whole  of  his  activities 


to  this  industry,  their  father  before  then  having  been 
a  pioneer  oil  man  in  the  Titusville  district.  George 
F.  Fleming  had  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
For  thirty-two  years  he  served  as  bookkeeper  and 
agent  with  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company  and  the 
Oil  City  Fuel  and  Supply  Company,  and  in  1919  was 
one  of  those  forming  the  original  company  known  as 
the  Oil  Creek  Refining  Company,  Titusville.  At  its 
inception  Mr.  Fleming  served  as  treasurer,  which 
post  he  has  held  continuously  since  then,  being  help¬ 
fully  identified  with  the  considerable  growth  of  this 
organization.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  was  formerly  Past 
Grand  Knight  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  Massi- 
lon,  Ohio,  and  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  at  Titusville. 

Mr.  Fleming  married,  in  1905,  Miss  Josephine 
Hoenig,  native  of  this  State;  and  of  this  union  were 
born  children  :  1.  Paul,  since  deceased.  2.  Mary  A. 

3.  E.  Louise.  4.  Francis  P. 

Well  known  for  the  qualities  of  his  public  spirit, 
Mr.  Fleming  is  relied  upon  extensively  for  his  sup¬ 
port  of  worthy  community  projects.  He  is  one  of  the 
foremost  men  of  Titusville,  and  continues  in  a  career 
of  usefulness  to  those  around  him. 


HON.  JAMES  C.  FURST — Formerly  of  note  as 
jurist,  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  of 
prominence  in  the  law  as  practicing  attorney,  James 
C.  Furst  is  numbered  among  the  outstanding  lawyers 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  dignity  and  prestige 
which  have  accrued  to  him  in  the  course  of  an  hon¬ 
ored  career  are  reflected  on  the  community  of  his 
residence  and  birth,  Bellefonte,  where  his  career  has 
centered  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Furst  was  born  on  December  1,  1882.  He 
comes  of  a  family  long  identified  with  Pennsylvania, 
and  with  the  law,  being  a  son  of  Austin  O.  and  Caro¬ 
line  Watson  (Chamberlin)  Furst,  formerly  of  Milton, 
Pennsylvania.  Austin  O.  Furst,  it  is  recalled,  served 
as  judge  in  the  Forty-ninth  Judicial  District,  from 
1885  until  1895.  A  native  of  Clinton  County  and 
member  of  one  of  the  State’s  old  families,  he  built 
up  a  career  filled  with  distinction,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  respected  lifetime  added  lustre  to  the  record  of 
his  line.  Austin  O.  Furst  married  (first)  Frances 
Sanderson;  and  of  this  union  were  born  children: 
1.  William  S.,  who  became  a  prominent  lawyer  in 
Philadelphia,  where  he  continues  in  practice.  2.  John 
S.,  a  manufacturer  of  Philadelphia.  Austin  O.  Furst 
married  (second)  Caroline  Watson  Chamberlin,  and 
of  this  union  were  born  children:  3.  Jane  Watson, 
wife  of  John  Curtin,  of  Bellefonte.  4.  Edith,  who 
died  as  an  infant.  5.  James  C.,  of  whom  we  write. 
6.  Walter  B.,  of  Philadelphia.  Austin  O.  Furst  was 
born  on  April  11,  1832,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
four,  his  death  occurring  on  November  19,  1906. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Bellefonte,  James  C.  Furst 
had  his  elementary  instruction,  attending  then  Belle¬ 
fonte  Academy,  where  he  prepared  for  college.  He 
matriculated  in  Princeton,  where  he  pursued  a  classi¬ 
cal  course.  Meanwhile,  having  decided  to  follow  his 
father’s  profession,  he  read  law,  and  in  1906,  the 
year  of  the  latter’s  demise,  was  admitted  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Pennsylvania.  From  that  time  on,  he 
has  practiced  in  Bellefonte,  with  augmented  honors.  In 
1915,  after  nine  years  of  successful  practice  during 
which  time  his  name  had  become  one  of  those  most 
respected  in  legal  circles,  as  well  as  by  the  public  at 
large,  he  was  elected  district  attorney,  for  a  term  of 


PENNSYLVANIA 


353 


four  years.  In  1919  he  was  reelected,  so  well  had  he 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  a  few  years  later 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Fisher  of  Pennsylvania 
president  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Centre  County  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Judge  Harry  Keller,  whose  unexpired  term 
Mr.  Furst  filled  out,  till  1928.  He  then  returned  to 
his  very  lucrative  and  influential  practice,  and  as 
member  of  the  bar  upholds  easily  the  prestige  which 
came  to  him. 

Foremost  in  legal  practice,  Mr.  Furst  also  is  of 
notable  accomplishment  and  renown  in  the  field  of 
general  citizenship,  and  is  known  well  as  a  supporter 
of  worthy  projects  designed  to  further  the  interests 
of  his  city,  county  and  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Bar  Association  and  of  the  Centre 
County  Bar  Association.  During  the  World  War  he 
served  on  the  local  draft  board  under  the  Selective 
Service  Law.  Fraternally  he  is  active  as  member  of 
Bellefonte  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  holds  the  thirty-second  Masonic  degree  as  mem¬ 
ber  of  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  Furst  married,  on  April  30,  1913,  Adele  Harrar 
of  Williamsport,  and  their  children  are:  1.  Austin  O., 
2d,  born  November  28,  1914.  2.  Ellwood  H.,  born 

February  10,  1916.  Mrs.  Furst  is  prominent  in  cir¬ 
cles  of  the  church  and  of  society  in  Bellefonte. 


JOHN  L.  KNISELY  — As  a  business  man  of 
Bellefonte,  and  its  postmaster  during  the  last  decade, 
John  L.  Knisely  is  very  highly  esteemed.  He  grew 
up  in  the  city,  and  has  worked  his  way  up  in  life 
under  the  eyes  of  those  who  are  his  friends  and  asso¬ 
ciates.  Always  civic-minded,  his  personal  achieve¬ 
ments  and  the  success  attained  have  always  paid  divi¬ 
dends  to  Bellefonte  and  its  people.  Like  his  par¬ 
ents,  George  and  Nancy  Jane  (Shultz)  Knisely,  both 
of  whom  are  now  dead,  he  is  a  native  of  Centre 
County.  John  L.  Knisely  was  born  August  16,  1868, 
the  third  of  nine  children.  His  early  life  was  spent 
on  his  father’s  farm  where  some  of  the  strong  traits 
of  character  shown  in  later  life  were  developed.  After 
attending  the  public  schools  and  being  graduated  from 
the  Bellefonte  High  School,  in  1888,  Mr.  Knisely 
learned  the  trade  of  glass  blowing  and  followed  this 
business  until  1902.  In  this  latter  mentioned  year,  he 
established  himself  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and 
was  almost  immediately  successful.  Many  of  the 
buildings  and  improvements  in  Bellefonte  were  con¬ 
structed  under  his  direction.  In  1921,  Mr.  Knisely 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Bellefonte,  and  as  such 
he  has  served  ever  since.  During  all  his  life  in  the 
city,  he  has  been  interested  in  many  phases  of  its 
activities.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  member  of  the 
Bellefonte  Blue  Lodge,  No.  268,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Bellefonte  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ; 
Bellefonte  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Belle¬ 
fonte  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Altoona 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

John  L.  Knisely  married,  on  June  5,  1889,  Anna  C. 
Mcllhatlan,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Pearl  M.,  wife  of  Joseph  G.  Beeswood,  of  Pittsburgh. 


ALEXANDER  JARECKI — The  honor  of  being 
the  executive  head  of  the  oldest  concern  of  its  kind 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the 
largest,  was  bestowed  upon  Alexander  Jarecki  when 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  Jarecki  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Erie.  This  concern,  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  eighty  years,  is  the  manufacturer  of 
iron  and  brass  valves,  pipe  fittings,  pipe  threading 
machines  and  oil,  gas,  and  water  well  supplies,  and 
ships  its  products  to  all  the  principal  oil  fields  of  this 
country  and  to  many  points  throughout  the  world. 
To  its  success  Mr.  Jarecki  makes  rare  contributions 
of  technical  knowledge  and  executive  ability.  The 
company  owns  many  valuable  patents  issued  on  de¬ 
vices  invented  and  perfected  by  Mr.  Jarecki’s  father, 
Charles  Jarecki,  now  deceased,  one  of  the  founders 
and  a  former  president  of  the  company. 

Alexander  jarecki,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  April  19,  1866,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Louise 
(Becker)  Jarecki,  both  natives  of  Germany  and  now 
deceased.  From  the  public  schools  of  his  home  town 
he  went  to  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
where  he  took  a  mechanical  engineering  course.  His 
business  training  and  familiarity  with  the  production 
of  oil  well  supplies  were  acquired  in  the  works  and 
offices  of  the  Jarecki  organization.  His  official  con¬ 
nection  with  the  concern  dates  back  to  1892,  when  he 
became  manager.  In  1897  he  was  elected  assistant 
secretary  of  the  corporation.  Following  his  father’s 
death,  a  member  of  the  family  succeeded  to  the  presi¬ 
dency,  and  upon  the  latter’s  retirement  from  active 
business  pursuit  in  1915,  Alexander  Jarecki  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  head  of  the  company,  where  he  has 
since  continued.  He  has  been  instrumental  in  develop¬ 
ing  the  business  established  by  his  father  and  uncle. 
In  addition  to  being  the  senior  executive  officer  of  the 
Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company,  he  is  a  director  of 
the  Second  National  Bank  and  Continental  Rubber 
Works  of  Erie  and  of  the  Rubberoid  Company  of 
New  York.  During  the  World  War  he  was  active 
in  the  Liberty  Loan  campaigns  and  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  Defense.  He  enjoys  the  esteem  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  witness  his  election  as 
president  of  the  Kahkwa  Club,  one  of  the  most  exclu¬ 
sive  clubs  of  Erie.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Erie 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Erie  Club,  Lake  Shore 
Country  Club,  Erie  Yacht  Club,  Engineers  Club  of 
New  York,  and  Technology  Club  of  New  York. 

Alexander  Jarecki  married,  in  1891,  Lucie  Mc- 
Brier,  of  Erie,  and  they  have  two  children:  1.  Carl 
A.,  married  Madolyn  Sheckler,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  daughter,  Louise  M.  2.  Frances,  married 
A.  Collins,  and  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Kevin.  The 
Alexander  Jarecki  family  resides  at  No.  305  Sixth 
Street,  Erie. 

In  1852,  the  business  known  as  the  Jarecki  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  had  its  beginning  in  a  small  and 
humble  way.  It  was  in  that  year  that  Henry  Jarecki, 
uncle  of  Alexander  Jarecki,  commenced  operations 
under  his  own  name  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
cast  iron  fittings,  brass  valves  and  other  articles  in  a 
factory  measuring  eighteen  feet  by  one  hundred  feet. 
The  business  grew  steadily  and  attained  healthful 
proportions.  In  1867,  the  first  branch  store  was 
opened  at  Pithole,  Pennsylvania;  today  the  concern 
has  branch  stores  in  all  the  principal  oil  fields  of 
America.  Soon  after  the  discovery  of  oil,  Henry 
Jarecki  began  to  produce  his  oil  well  supplies,  and  at 
the  time  he  only  had  two  crude  hand  lathes  and  a 
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small  melting  furnace,  these  constituting  his  entire 
equipment.  In  1866,  the  plant  was  moved  from  its 
original  location  on  State  Street,  Erie,  to  Ninth  and 
Holland  streets.  Twenty  years  later,  1886,  more 
commodious  quarters  were  required  and  the  company 
removed  its  cast  iron  foundry  and  added  a  malleable 
iron  foundry  to  the  property  it  had  acquired  at 
Twelfth  and  Chestnut  streets,  operating  both  its  Ninth 
and  Twelfth  Street  plants  until  1925,  in  which  year 
it  took  over  its  present  site  on  West  Twelfth  Street. 
Here  it  has  420,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  an 
employed  force  of  more  than  five  hundred.  Its  cus¬ 
tom  is  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  1897,  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Jarecki 
Manufacturing  Company,  with  Charles  Jarecki,  father 
of  Alexander  Jarecki,  president.  He  was  a  man  of 
inventive  turn  of  mind  as  well  as  possessed  of  man¬ 
agerial  ability,  and  he  brought  out  in  the  early  days  of 
the  company  many  devices  upon  which  he  obtained 
patent  rights,  and  these  with  his  efficient  business 
methods  were  largely  instrumental  in  furthering  the 
success  of  the  establishment.  At  the  time  that  Charles 
Jarecki  was  president,  which  office  he  filled  from 
1884  until  his  death,  in  1901,  his  fellow-officers  were : 
Oscar  Jarecki,  treasurer ;  Fred  C.  Jarecki,  assistant 
treasurer ;  Albert  Jarecki,  secretary,  and  Alexander 
Jarecki,  assistant  secretary.  Following  the  passing  of 
Charles  Jarecki,  Albert  Jarecki  was  advanced  to  presi¬ 
dent,  from  which  office  he  retired  in  1915.  In  the 
latter’s  place  Alexander  Jarecki  was  chosen  (1915) 
president,  the  other  officers  being  now :  Albert  Jarecki, 
vice-president;  Robert  Jarecki,  vice-president;  A.  A. 
Moody,  vice-president;  Carl  A.  Jarecki,  son  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Jarecki,  treasurer  and  assistant  secretary;  and 
A.  J.  Collins,  secretary. 


ROBERT  JARECKI  —  Vice-president  of  the 
Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company  of  Erie,  manufac¬ 
turers  of  valves,  pipe  fittings  and  oil  well  supplies, 
Robert  Jarecki  was  born  March  24,  1878,  in  Erie,  a 
son  of  Charles  Jarecki,  founder  of  the  company,  and 
Louise  (Becker)  Jarecki. 

The  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company  dates  back 
to  1852,  when,  in  a  humble  way,  Henry  Jarecki,  with 
his  brother,  Charles  Jarecki,  commenced  operations 
as  producer  of  cast  iron  fittings,  brass  valves  and 
other  articles.  The  first  factory  was  eighteen  feet  by 
a  hundred;  but  the  business  grew  steadily.  In  1897 
the  firm  filed  articles  of  incorporation  as  the  Jarecki 
Manufacturing  Company.  Charles  Jarecki  succeeded 
Henry  Jarecki  as  president  in  1884.  A  man  of  inven¬ 
tive  mind,  he  had  brought  out  many  patented  devel¬ 
opments  in  the  early  days  of  the  company.  These, 
with  his  efficiency  as  chief  executive,  now  made  the 
business  thrive,  until  his  passing  in  1901.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  presidency  by  Albert  H.  Jarecki,  who 
in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Alexander  Jarecki  (q.  v.), 
brother  of  Robert  Jarecki  concerning  whom  we  write. 

As  vice-president  of  the  company,  Robert  Jarecki 
is  second  chief  executive  over  one  of  the  greatest 
industrial  plants  in  the  United  States ;  it  is  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  oil  well  regions  by  outlets  in  every 
center.  The  Erie  works  have  420,000  square  feet  of 
floor  space,  and  an  average  employed  personnel  of 
more  than  five  hundred.  They  are  located  on  West 
Twelfth  Street,  and  the  more  recent  fortunes  of  the 
corporation  have  been  shared  in  liberally  by  Robert 
Jarecki,  who,  as  an  executive,  holds  the  respect  of 
all  circles  and  is  well  known  as  a  driver  for  business. 
He  has  given  virtually  the  whole  of  his  career  to  the 
business. 


Robert  Jarecki  attended  the  public  schools  of  Erie, 
completed  his  preparatory  instruction  in  a  private 
school,  entered  Allegheny  College,  and  here  completed 
his  studies.  Besides  his  office  with  the  manufacturing 
company,  he  is  a  director  of  the  Continental  Rubber 
Company  and  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Erie. 
Fraternally,  at  college,  he  was  active  as  member  of 
Psi  Upsilon.  He  belongs  to  the  Erie  Club,  Kahkwa 
Club,  Erie  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Erie  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

In  1904  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eleanor 
Caughey  of  Erie;  and  their  children  are:  1.  Robert 
W.,  born  in  1914.  2.  Eleanor  L->  born  in  1917. 

ALBERT  H.  JARECKI — During  his  entire 

active  career,  Albert  H.  Jarecki  was  associated  with 
the  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company.  This  enter¬ 
prise,  first  established  by  his  father  eighty  years  ago, 
is  today  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  manufacturers 
of  valves,  pipe  fittings,  pipe  threading  machines  and 
gas  and  water  well  supplies  in  the  country,  shipping 
its  products  to  the  principal  industrial  centers  and  oil 
fields  of  the  world.  Mr.  Jarecki  was  president  of  the 
company  for  a  number  of  years  and  played  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  in  its  development  and  growth.  Though  now 
retired  from  this  office,  he  retains  active  connections 
with  the  company  and  with  other  Erie  enterprises. 

Albert  H.  Jarecki  was  born  at  Erie,  on  May  29, 
1852,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Dingrith)  Ja¬ 
recki.  His  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  the 
founder  and  organizer  of  the  Jarecki  Manufacturing 
Company.  Educated  in  local  public  schools,  Mr. 
Jarecki  subsequently  attended  Erie  Academy  and  com¬ 
pleted  special  studies  elsewhere.  He  became  associated 
with  the  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  active  career,  and  for  many  years  was 
an  important  factor  in  its  work. 

The  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company  had  its  be¬ 
ginnings  in  a  modest  way  in  the  year  1852  when  Henry 
Jarecki  opened  a  small  shop,  measuring  only  eighteen 
by  a  hundred  feet,  for  the  manufacture  of  cast  iron 
fittings,  brass  valves  and  other  similar  articles.  The 
business,  carried  on  under  his  own  name,  was  success¬ 
ful  from  the  beginning  and  steadily  grew  with  the 
passing  years.  In  1867  the  first  branch  was  opened  at 
Pithole,  Pennsylvania,  and  gradually  other  branches 
were  added  until  today  branch  stores  of  the  company 
are  in  operation  in  all  the  principal  oil  fields  of 
America.  Soon  after  the  discovery  of  oil,  Henry 
Jarecki  began  to  produce  his  oil  well  supplies.  At 
the  time,  two  crude  hand  lathes  and  a  small  melting 
furnace  constituted  his  entire  equipment.  In  1866, 
however,  the  plant  was  moved  from  its  original  loca¬ 
tion  on  State  Street,  Erie,  to  a  new  location  at  the 
corner  of  Ninth  and  Holland  streets.  Twenty  years 
later,  in  1886,  additional  quarters  were  acquired  at 
Twelfth  and  Chestnut  streets  where  malleable  and 
cast  iron  foundries  were  built.  Both  the  Ninth  Street 
and  Twelfth  Street  plants  were  operated  by  the 
company  until  1925.  In  that  year  the  present  site  on 
West  Twelfth  Street  was  occupied.  The  factory  of 
the  company  now  includes  420,000'  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  and  a  force  of  more  than  five  hundred  finds 
employment  in  its  work. 

In  1897,  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Ja¬ 
recki  Manufacturing  Company,  with  Charles  Jarecki, 
brother  of  the  founder  as  president.  In  the  meantime, 
Albert  H.  Jarecki  had  risen  in  the  company  as  he 
demonstrated  his  capacity  for  responsible  position  and 
acquired  the  necessary  experience  in  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  company’s  products.  In  1883  he  was  chosen 
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secretary  of  the  company,  and  upon  the  death  of 
Charles  Jarecki,  he  succeeded  him  in  the  presidency. 
This  office  he  filled  until  his  retirement  from  active 
pursuits  some  years  ago,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Alexander  Jarecki,  the  present  executive  head,  a  son 
of  Charles  Jarecki.  At  that  time,  Mr.  Albert  H. 
Jarecki  became  vice-president  of  the  company,  leav¬ 
ing  the  burden  of  its  active  direction  in  other  hands. 
During  his  long  connection  with  the  company,  he  wit¬ 
nessed  its  remarkable  development  into  a  leading 
enterprise  of  its  kind,  and  through  his  own  services 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  this  end.  He  has 
been  known  for  many  years  at  Erie  as  an  able  busi¬ 
ness  man. 

It  was  natural  that  Mr.  Jarecki’s  services  should 
be  sought  in  other  connections,  and  he  is  a  director 
of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Erie,  as  well  as  of 
the  Continental  Rubber  Company  and  several  other 
corporations.  He  devotes  his  attention  principally  at 
the  present  time  to  the  management  of  his  private 
interests.  Mr.  Jarecki  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Club, 
the  Kahkwa  Club,  the  Erie  Yacht  Club,  and  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Althought  he  has  never 
entered  public  life,  he  has  maintained  a  constant  inter¬ 
est  in  the  cause  of  civic  progress. 

In  1910,  Albert  H.  Jarecki  married  Harriet  Brady, 
of  New  York  State.  They  maintain  their  residence 
in  this  city  at  No.  520  West  Sixth  Street. 


HARRY  S.  MILLER— A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Erie,  Mr.  Miller  has  been  connected  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  business  career  in  his  native  city  with 
only  two  business  enterprises,  both  of  them  occupy¬ 
ing  leading  positions  in  their  respective  lines  in  Erie. 
After  having  been  identified  for  a  number  of  years 
with  the  Nagle  Engine  and  Boiler  Works  he  became 
connected,  some  fourteen  years  ago,  with  the  Dunn 
Brick  Works.  Of  this  concern  he  has  been  since  its 
reorganization  several  years  ago  the  secretary,  in 
which  capacity,  as  well  as  in  the  positions  held  by  him 
previously,  he  has  made  important  contributions  to  the 
steady  growth  and  development  of  the  company. 

Harry  S.  Miller  was  born  at  Erie,  December  22, 
1888,  a  son  of  Fred  W.  and  Lena  (Schmool)  Miller, 
both  natives  of  Erie.  Mr.  Miller’s  father,  now  re¬ 
tired,  was  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
from  the  time  he  left  school  until  his  retirement,  and 
was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  em¬ 
ployees  of  this  railway  in  the  Erie  district.  Having 
received  his  education  in  the  public  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Erie,  Mr.  Miller  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Nagle  Engine  and  Boiler  Works  of 
Erie,  with  which  he  was  connected  successively  as 
clerk,  bookkeeper  and  accountant.  In  1917  he  severed 
his  connection  with  this  company  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Dunn  Brick  Works  as  plant  manager. 
He  continued  in  that  position  until  1923,  when  he  was 
made  assistant  superintendent,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  the  next  six  years  under  James  C.  Harris, 
who  was  then  the  superintendent  and  who  is  now  the 
president  of  the  company.  When  the  concern  was 
reorganized  in  1929,  Mr.  Miller  was  made  secretary, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then. 
The  company  now  is  operated  under  the  style  of  the 
Dunn  Brick  and  Tile  Company,  the  manufacture  of 
tile  being  added  to  that  of  brick  in  1927.  Associated 
with  Mr.  Miller  in  the  active  management  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  James  C.  Harris  as  president,  D.  S.  Milloy 
as  treasurer  and  B.  W.  Schafer  as  vice-president. 
The  plant  of  the  company,  which  occupies  some 
twenty-three  acres,  is  located  on  East  Twelfth  Street, 


Erie.  More  than  thirty  people  are  employed  and  the 
products  of  the  company  are  sold  within  a  radius  of 
two  hundred  miles  from  Erie.  The  company  has  fur¬ 
nished  bricks  for  practically  all  of  the  important 
building  projects  undertaken  in  Erie  in  recent  years 
and  also  for  a  very  large  number  of  similar  projects 
in  various  other  parts  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania, 
eastern  Ohio,  and  western  New  York  State.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  as  well  as  of 
several  other  local  organizations.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Miller  married,  in  1916,  Lillie  M.  Lueth,  like 
himself  a  native  of  Erie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller,  who 
make  their  home  at  No.  2121  Parade  Street,  Erie, 
have  one  daughter,  Betty  J.,  born  January  10,  1917. 


R.  G.  WALLOWER — Identified  with  the  bak¬ 
ing  industry  for  the  past  twenty  years,  Mr.  Wallower 
is  widely  known  in  this  industry  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  able  of  the  younger  generation  of  its 
executives.  In  recent  years  he  has  been  general 
manager  of  the  Erie  plant  of  the  Freihofer  Baking 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  which  plant  has  been  under 
his  management  ever  since  its  establishment  in  1929. 
Its  phenomenal  success  -must  be  attributed  largely  to 
the  unusual  business  and  executive  ability  of  Mr. 
Wallower.  Since  coming  to  Erie  Mr.  Wallower  has 
taken  an  active  and  effective  part  in  the  city’s  life  and 
has  made  many  friends. 

R.  G.  Wallower  was  born  at  Harrisburg,  March  2, 
1890,  a  son  of  George  B.  and  Anna  Belle  (Leidy) 
Wallower,  both  of  Harrisburg.  His  father  is  now 
retired,  while  his  mother  died  in  1930.  Mr.  Wallower 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools  and  then  attended  Dickinson  College 
at  Carlisle,  which  he  left,  however,  before  gradu¬ 
ating.  As  a  young  man  he  became  connected  with  the 
baking  industry,  with  which  he  has  continued  to  be 
identified  ever  since  then. 

In  1929  Mr.  Wallower  came  to  Erie  as  the  general 
manager  of  the  local  plant  established  in  that  year  by 
the  Freihofer  Baking  Company  of  Philadelphia.  One 
of  this  large  chain  of  baking  plants,  the  Erie  establish¬ 
ment,  under  Mr.  Wallower’s  exceptionally  able  and 
progressive  management,  has  become  one  of  the  most 
successful  branches  of  the  company.  The  plant  is 
located  at  Perry  and  Eighth  streets,  Erie,  and  covers 
several  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space.  Only  a 
few  years  old  now,  the  plant  is  most  modern  and  up- 
to-date  in  every  respect  and  is  one  of  the  finest 
baking  plants  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  known  as  a 
straight  line  bakery,  where  every  operation  is  done 
in  one  place.  It  has  a  capacity  of  60,000  loaves  of 
bread  per  day  and,  when  running  at  maximum  ca¬ 
pacity,  employs  about  one  hundred  and  ten  people. 
A  large  fleet  of  motor  trucks  and  delivery  wagons  is 
used  for  the  distribution  of  its  products  within  a  ra¬ 
dius  of  fifty  miles  from  Erie.  The  plant  also  has  a 
private  railroad  siding  with  a  capacity  of  five  cars. 

Mr.  Wallower  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Freihofer  Baking  Company  and  of  the  Presque 
Isle  Wholesale  Grocery  Company.  During  the  earlier 
part  of  his  career  he  served  at  one  time  for  four 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Highway 
Commission,  while  during  the  World  War  he  was 
appointed  sugar  commissioner,  with  headquarters  at 
New  Castle.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Graphic  Club,  the 
Hunters’  Lodge,  the  Advertising  Club  and  the  Erie 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
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with  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  Master  Mason 
and  a  member  of  Erie  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree. 

Mr.  Wallower  married,  in  1910,  Barbara  Bassler, 
like  himself  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wallower,  who  make  their  home  at  No.  228  Schley 
Drive,  Erie,  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Heyd  R. 
Wallower. 


EDWIN  WILFORD  TOMPKINS— His  native 

city,  Emporium,  the  county  seat  of  Cameron  County, 
has  been  the  scene  of  Mr.  Tompkins’  successful  pro¬ 
fessional  activities  as  a  lawyer  ever  since  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his  legal  training  and  his  admission  to  the  bar. 
Though  he  started  in  practice  only  a  few  years  ago, 
he  has  already  made  for  himself  an  enviable  reputa¬ 
tion  as  an  exceptionally  able  and  successful  attorney 
and  as  a  result  he  enjoys  a  large  and  steadily  grow¬ 
ing  practice.  That  his  professional  standing  is  of  the 
highest  and  that  he  possesses  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
elected  district  attorney,  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
eight  years  old.  In  this  office  he  proved  himself  a 
very  capable,  efficient  and  conscientious  public  official. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  organizations 
and,  of  course,  has  a  large  number  of  friends  in  the 
town,  in  which  he  has  always  lived. 

Edwin  Wilford  Tompkins  was  born  at  Emporium, 
Cameron  County,  October  30,  1901,  a  son  of  Harvey 
G.  and  Amanda  E.  (Wise)  Tompkins.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick, 
Canada,  his  mother  of  Jefferson  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  former  came  to  the  United  States  as  a 
young  man  and  lived  in  Maine  until  1893,  when  he 
settled  at  Emporium,  Cameron  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  lumber 
industry,  but  is  now  retired  from  active  business.  At 
one  time  he  served  for  a  period  of  twelve  years  as  a 
school  director  of  Emporium.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
G.  Tompkins  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Mar¬ 
garet  J.,  a  resident  of  Emporium.  2.  Walter  C.,  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia.  3.  Pearl  V.  4.  Edwin  W,, 
of  whom  further.  5.  Charles  S.  6.  Harvey  G.,  Jr. 
Edwin  W.  Tompkins  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Emporium  and  was  graduated 
from  the  local  high  school  in  1920.  In  the  following 
year,  1921,  he  entered  Dickinson  College  at  Carlisle, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1925.  After  that  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law  in  that  institution’s  law  school, 
graduating  from  it  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  in  1927.  Admitted  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Tompkins 
began  the  practice  of  law  at  Emporium  in  February, 
1928.  Only  one  year  later,  in  1929,  he  was  elected 
district  attorney  of  Cameron  County.  In  this  office 
he  has  made  a  very  fine  record.  From  June  1,  1929,  to 
December  31,  1929,  he  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Borough  Council,  having  been  appointed  to  this  body 
to  fill  a  vacancy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon. 

Mr.  Tompkins  married,  in  September,  1929,  Mar¬ 
garet  Glass,  of  Carlisle,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  Glass 
and  Margaret  (Casey)  Glass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
kins  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Edwin  Wilford 
Tompkins,  Jr. 


GEORGE  R.  MEEK — Editor  and  manager  of 
“The  Democratic-Watchman,”  George  R.  Meek,  like 
his  distinguished  father  before  him,  has  made  his 
career  in  journalism.  The  newspaper  he  heads  is 


published  in  Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  and  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  reading  public,  especially  in  Central 
Pennsylvania  where  it  has  been  regarded  as  an  insti¬ 
tution  since  the  days  of  the  Civil  War;  and,  since  that 
period  in  our  country’s  history  the  family  of  Meek 
has  owned  and  controlled  its  policy. 

P.  Gray  Meek,  father  of  George  R.,  is  well  re¬ 
membered  by  the  people  of  Bellefonte  and  it  might 
be  said  of  the  State,  as  a  whole.  He  distinguished  him¬ 
self  as  a  newspaper  owner  and  editor,  attained  fur¬ 
ther  distinction  as  a  member  of  both  houses  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  fearless¬ 
ness  in  his  lifelong  fight  for  good  government  in 
Pennsylvania  made  him  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
men  in  the  State. 

Native  of  Centre  County,  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  joined  in 
association  with  Cyrus  T.  Alexander,  to  lease  the 
“Democratic  Watchman”  from  the  owners  then  in  con¬ 
trol.  In  1862  they  bought  out  the  interest  of  one  of 
the  owners — of  whom  there  then  were  four — and  took 
full  control  of  the  paper  on  June  1,  1862.  In  due 
course  Mr.  Meek  acquired  control  from  his  partner; 
the  newspaper,  under  his  business  and  editorial  direc¬ 
tion  flourished  heartily;  and  he  retained  his  owner¬ 
ship,  and  maintained  his  directional  interest  therein, 
until  he  died,  February  16,  1919.  Meanwhile  he  had 
risen  high  in  circles  of  statecraft,  representing  the 
section  in  which  he  was  reared  and  in  which  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Meek  has  had  a  part,  that  has  been  construc¬ 
tive,  for  seven  generations.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  serving  there  from  1867  to  1871 ;  was 
elected  chief  clerk  of  the  House  in  1883,  and  in  1890 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  from  his  district  by  the  largest 
majority  given  any  Democratic  candidate  in  it,  up  to 
that  time.  He  was  surveyor  of  customs  at  the  Port 
of  Philadelphia  under  Cleveland  from  1894  to  1899 
and  in  1901  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  in  the 
State  for  Auditor  General  of  Pennsylvania.  For  years 
before  that  and  up  until  1912,  when  failing  health  en¬ 
forced  his  retirement,  he  was  secretary  and  active  head 
of  the  Democratic  State  Committee. 

P.  Gray  Meek  married  his  first  cousin  of  the  same 
surname,  Susanna  Meek,  a  graduate  of  Pennsylvania 
Female  College,  Harrisburg,  who  died  on  February 
15,  1921,  just  two  years  after  his  own  demise.  She, 
too,  was  a  native  of  Centre  County  and  is  well  re¬ 
membered  in  Bellefonte,  where  she  was  active  as  a 
patron  of  the  church,  of  civic  and  social  betterment, 
and  political  reform  (though  she  never  voted  she 
always  exercised  a  considerable  influence).  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Meek  were  born  children  as  follows :  1. 

Rachel,  educated  at  the  Bellefonte  Academy  and 
Wellesley  College,  died  in  1909.  She  was  long 
woman’s  editor  on  the  “Watchman”  staff.  2.  Mary 
Gray,  educated  at  the  Bellefonte  Academy  and  the 
Bordentown  (New  Jersey)  College  for  Women  and 
now  associated  with  her  brother  in  the  conduct  of  the 
“Watchman.”  3.  Elizabeth  Breckenridge,  educated 
at  the  Bellefonte  Academy,  Pennsylvania  State  Col¬ 
lege  and  Chicago  University,  former  professor  of 
bacteriology  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  a  po¬ 
sition  she  was  compelled  to  give  up  because  of  broken 
health  in  consequence  of  too  zealous  application  to 
research  work.  4.  George  R.,  of  whom  we  write 
briefly  further.  5-  Eloise,  B.  S.,  M.  D.,  Dr.  P.  H., 
who  died  in  1926,  had  a  useful  career  as  a  physician; 
was  two  years  in  charge  of  the  Hoyt  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Jhansi,  India.  During  the  World  she  was  in 
the  volunteer  medical  service  corps  of  the  Council  of 
National  Defense;  soon  after  was  appointed  acting 
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assistant  surgeon  of  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service,  Bureau  of  Education.  6.  Winifred,  who  died 
in  1930,  married  Thomas  King  Morris  and  left  sur¬ 
viving  her  a  son,  Thomas  King  Morris,  Jr.,  a  district 
traffic  superintendent  with  the  Bell  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  in  the  Pittsburgh  area. 

George  R.  Meek  was  born  in  Bellefonte,  September 
14,  1870,  only  a  few  years  after  his  father  had  pur¬ 
chased  full  control  of  the  “Democratic-Watchman.” 
As  a  child  he  used  to  enjoy  playing  in  the  newspaper 
editorial  rooms  and  in  the  mechanical  department.  It 
followed  naturally  that  he  early  was  attracted  to  the 
work,  and  he  learned  all  angles  of  publication,  from 
mechanical  duties  to  editorial  policies.  He  studied  in 
the  Bellefonte  public  schools,  graduated  from  high 
school  when  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  1886,  and 
matriculated  in  the  fall  of  that  year  at  Pennsylvania 
State  College,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  He 
had  continued  his  association  and  interest  in  the  news¬ 
paper’s  publication,  and  in  1890  he  returned  to  Belle¬ 
fonte  with  the  intention  of  making  this  his  career. 
He  has  been  continuously  occupied  with  the  work  of 
the  “Democratic-Watchman,”  maturely,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  and  his  whole  record  with  the  pub¬ 
lication  would  add  ten  years  more,  because  of  his 
youthful  associations.  Gradually,  under  his  father’s 
supervision,  he  took  more  responsibility,  and  because 
he  “worked  his  way  up”  his  knowledge  was  intensive 
and  extensive,  both,  by  the  time  he  succeeded  to  full 
charge.  In  1919,  at  his  father’s  death,  he  assumed 
full  control,  and  the  paper  has  reacted  encouragingly 
to  his  fresh  viewpoint  and  the  continuation  of  sound 
policies. 

While  George  R.  Meek  inherited  a  zest  for  politics 
from  his  father,  he  has  been  active  more  as  an  advo¬ 
cate  of  its  principles  than  as  a  seeker  after  personal 
preferment.  In  fact  he  has  never  been  a  voluntary 
candidate  for  office.  Only  twice  has  he  ever  permitted 
the  use  of  his  name  in  a  political  contest.  The  first 
time  was  when,  as  a  young  man,  he  was  elected  treas¬ 
urer  of  his  home  town,  an  overwhelmingly  Republican 
borough,  by  the  largest  majority  theretofore  ever 
given  any  candidate  for  that  office  and  in  1932  when  he 
was  chosen  an  alternate  delegate-at-large  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  of  his  party. 

His  service  to  his  fellows  in  the  social  and  civic 
life  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  moved  has  been 
recognized  in  many  ways  that  evidence  its  effective¬ 
ness.  He  was  the  editor-in-chief  of  the  first  year  book 
ever  published  by  a  class  at  the  Pennsylvania  State 
College;  he  was  the  first  graduate  manager  of  ath¬ 
letics  at  that  institution  and,  until  his  resignation,  a 
member  of  its  athletic  advisory  committee.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  for  a  number  of  years  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  the  Bellefonte  Hospital.  To  the 
business  life  of  his  community  he  has  given  construc¬ 
tive  service,  perhaps  the  most  fruitful  of  his  devotion 
to  this  phase  of  community  welfare  having  been  his 
work  with  three  other  gentlemen  in  organizing  and 
putting  into  successful  operation  Whiterock  Quarries, 
now  one  of  the  largest  lime  and  limestone  operations 
in  Central  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Meek  married,  on  April  20,  1910,  Ellen  Down¬ 
ing  Valentine,  native  of  Centre  County;  and  their 
children  are:  1.  Peter  Gray,  2d,  named  for  his  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather.  2.  George  R.,  Jr.  Mr.  Meek  and 
his  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


EDWIN  WILLIAM  NICK— By  profession  an 
electrical  engineer,  Mr.  Nick,  during  the  early  part  of 
his  career,  soon  after  his  graduation  from  college, 


was  connected  in  a  responsible  position  with  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Panama  Canal.  After  post-graduate 
work  at  Harvard,  he  became  identified  with  the 
Northern  Equipment  Company,  then  located  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  of  which  he  became  before  long  the  president. 
He  still  holds  this  position  and  in  it  he  has  brought 
this  company  to  a  very  high  degree  of  success  and 
prosperity.  The  plant  is  now  located  at  Erie,  Mr. 
Nick’s  home  town.  The  company  has  a  world-wide 
reputation  and  distributes  its  products  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  Mr.  Nick  is  actively  identified  with 
several  other  Erie  enterprises  and  for  many  years 
has  been  prominently  active  in  civic,  social,  religious 
and  financial  affairs  in  the  city  of  his  birth. 

Edwin  William  Nick  was  born  in  Erie,  March  10, 
1885,  a  son  °f  Fred  and  Anna  (Brevillier)  Nick.  He 
is  a  member  of  an  old  Erie  family,  his  grandfather 
having  come  to  this  city  in  1840.  His  father  was  born 
on  a  farm  which  was  part  of  the  Nick  homestead,  ten 
miles  south  of  the  city.  He  was  formerly  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacturing  business,  but  is  now  re¬ 
tired,  being,  however,  a  director  of  the  Northern 
Equipment  Company,  of  which  his  son  is  the  presi¬ 
dent.  Mr.  Nick’s  mother,  likewise  a  native  of  Erie, 
died  in  1901 ;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  F.  Brevillier. 

Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Erie  and  having  been 
graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in  1903,  Mr. 
Nick  then  entered  Pennsylvania  State  College  in  the 
fall  of  1903.  He  was  graduated  from  this  institution 
in  1907  and  later,  in  1910,  received  an  advanced  de¬ 
gree  from  it.  While  attending  college,  he  served  for 
four  years  with  the  cadet  corps  maintained  at  this  col¬ 
lege,  one  of  the  land  grant  colleges,  being  a  lieutenant 
in  his  junior  year  and  a  captain  in  his  senior  year. 
During  some  of  his  summer  vacations  he  worked  on  a 
farm.  After  graduating  from  college  he  was  at  first 
employed  for  a  short  period  by  the  Buffalo  and  Erie 
Railway  Company.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he 
entered  the  apprentice  department  of  the  General 
Electric  Company  at  Schenectady,  New  York.  In 
1909  Mr.  Nick  was  sent  to  the  Panama  Canal  to 
install  some  special  electrical  equipment  at  the  Gatun 
Locks.  Soon  afterwards  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  United  States  War  Department,  Isthmian  Canal 
Commission  Division,  and  became  superintendent  of 
construction.  In  this  position  he  had  charge  of  the 
construction  and  later  the  operation  of  electric  rail¬ 
ways,  transmission  lines,  sub-stations,  pumping  sta¬ 
tions,  and  similar  projects.  Eventually  he  left  the 
War  Department  and  entered  the  Harvard  Law 
School  and  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Busi¬ 
ness  Administration.  After  pursuing  his  studies  at 
these  two  institutions  for  some  time  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Northern  Equipment  Company,  then 
located  in  Chicago,  as  production  manager.  Soon 
afterwards  he  was  elected  vice-president  and  in  1913 
he  organized  a  group,  which  purchased  a  controlling 
interest  in  the  Northern  Equipment  Company,  imme¬ 
diately  removing  it  to  Erie.  At  that  time  Mr.  Nick 
became  president  of  the  company,  in  which  capacity 
he  has  continued  to  serve  since  then. 

The  Northern  Equipment  Company  of  Erie  was 
originally  founded  by  E.  W.  Clark,  son  of  Charles 
M.  Clark,  a  prominent  Philadelphia  banker.  Later 
the  business  was  removed  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where 
it  remained  until  it  was  taken  over  by  Mr.  Nick  and 
his  associates  in  1913.  At  that  time  the  plant  was 
moved  to  Eleventh  and  Peach  streets,  Erie.  In  1924, 
in  order  to  take  care  of  the  steadily  expanding  busi- 
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ness  of  the  company,  a  new  plant  was  erected  at 
Grove  Road,  where  the  company  now  occupies  13,000 
square  feet  of  floor  space.  Some  forty-five  people 
are  employed  in  the  Erie  factory  and  branch  factories 
are  maintained  also  in  numerous  other  places,  includ¬ 
ing  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada ;  London,  England ; 
Paris,  France;  Heidelberg,  Germany;  Vienna,  Austria; 
Milan,  Italy ;  and  in  several  other  cities  in  foreign 
countries.  The  company  manufactures  boiler  feed 
water  regulators,  steam  pump  generators  and  similar 
devices.  The  type  of  regulator  manufactured  by  the 
company  is  now  universally  used  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  world.  The  company  is  the  largest  of  its  type  and 
manufactures  about  three  and  one-half  times  as  much 
as  any  other  concern  in  its  line.  The  company’s  cata¬ 
logue  is  printed  in  eleven  different  languages.  Sales 
representatives  are  maintained  in  forty-four  different 
cities  in  the  United  States  and  in  forty-three  cities  in 
foreign  countries.  Associated  in  the  active  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Northern  Equipment  Company  with  Mr. 
Nick  is  Vincent  V.  Veenschoten,  who  is  vice-president. 

Mr.  Nick  also  organized  Copes  Regulators,  Ltd., 
of  London,  England,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and 
chairman  of  the  board.  He  is  a  director  and  ex¬ 
chairman  of  the  Security-People’s  Trust  Company  of 
Erie,  a  director  of  the  Citizens’  Mortgage  Company  of 
Erie,  a  director  of  the  Community  Savings  and  Loan 
Company  of  Erie,  a  director  of  the  Erie  Insurance 
Exchange,  and  president  and  a  director  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Playhouse. 

In  spite  of  his  numerous  and  extensive  business 
connections  and  responsibilities  Mr.  Nick  has  given 
much  time  and  attention  to  other  interests.  As  the 
head  of  the  Northern  Equipment  Company  he  has 
been  a  pioneer  in  social  work  for  his  employees.  The 
Northern  Equipment  Company  was  one  of  the  first 
industrial  enterprises  to  grant  its  employees  an  an¬ 
nual  vacation  of  one  week  with  full  pay  and  also  one 
of  the  first  to  adopt  a  nine-hour  working  day  and  a 
working  week  of  five  and  one-half  days.  At  its  own 
expense  the  company  has  placed  insurance  on  all  of  its 
employees  who  have  been  in  its  employ  over  three 
months.  Those  employed  by  the  company  for  twenty 
years  or  more  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  generous  pen¬ 
sion  system.  Mr.  Nick  is  a  director  of  the  Erie  Com¬ 
munity  Chest,  a  director  of  Erie  Rotary  Club,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Erie  Cemetery,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Erie  Man¬ 
ufacturers  Association,  a  director  of  the  West  Side 
Civic  Association,  president  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Erie  Day  School,  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  Alumni 
Association,  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of 
the  Erie  Armory,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Pennsylvania  State  College.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  maintained  the  keenest  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  alma  mater,  and  his  staff,  both  in  this  country 
and  abroad,  is  made  up  largely  of  graduates  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College.  Other  organizations,  in  which 
Mr.  Nick  maintains  membership,  include  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  director ;  Engineers’  Club  of  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania  ;  Kahkwa  Club ;  University  Club ;  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Forestry  Association ;  Erie  County  Historical 
Society ;  Harvard  Alumni  Association ;  and  Tyrian 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Mr.  Nick  has 
always  been  interested  in  agriculture.  He  is  the  owner 
of  considerable  farming  property  in  the  South  and 
also  owns  and  operates  a  fruit  farm  near  North  East, 
Erie  County.  Another  field,  in  which  he  has  long 
been  deeply  interested,  is  that  of  education.  He  has 


been  a  lecturer  in  the  educational  department  of  the 
Erie  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  is  the  author 
of  numerous  articles,  and  is  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  National  Educational  Conferences.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Nick  married  Mildred  C.  Scholes,  daughter  of 
Parker  and  Catherine  Scholes,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nick  have  two  children:  1.  Robert  E., 
born  September  10,  1924.  2.  Shirley,  born  October 

7,  1927. 


CHARLES  NEFF  HOUGH— Without  wealth 
or  influential  friends,  Charles  Neff  Hough  made  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  by  the  breadth  of  his  talents 
and  indefatigability  of  his  enterprise,  rose  to  be  one 
of  the  industrial  chiefs  of  his  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  had  vision  and  optimism,  was  ever  ready  to  back 
his  expectations  of  the  future  to  the  limit  of  his 
resources.  He  knew  values  and  men,  and  knew  how 
to  make  the  most  of  both.  He  grasped  opportunity 
as  it  was  passing  and  then  held  on  undismayed  by 
difficulties  or  set-backs.  If  he  profited  through  his 
abilities  and  labors,  it  can  be  said  of  him  that  he 
shared  generously  with  those  less  fortunate  or  less 
skilled. 

Charles  Neff  Hough  was  born  in  Williamsport, 
Lycoming  County,  November  18,  1867,  and  died  in 
Franklin,  Venango  County,  December  29,  1910.  Edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  he 
started  early  in  life  to  carve  out  his  business  career. 
For  some  years  an  employee  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  system,  in  the  freight  department,  he  re¬ 
signed  to  start  manufacturing  oil  well  supplies,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Darling  Pump 
and  Manufacturing  Company,  Limited,  of  Williams¬ 
port.  Mr.  Hough  continued  with  this  corporation 
until  1901  when  he  formed  The  Charles  N.  Hough 
Manufacturing  Company,  one  of  Franklin’s  most 
successful  industrial  concerns,  and  until  his  death 
was  the  sole  owner  of  the  company.  While  he  was 
financially  interested  in  other  companies  and  in  the 
industrial  prosperity  of  Franklin  and  Williamsport, 
the  Charles  N.  Hough  Manufacturing  Company  was 
the  organization  upon  which  he  centered  his  powers 
and  chief  activities,  and  it,  more  than  any  other  one 
thing,  is  a  monument  to  his  brain  and  labor. 

In  the  civic  and  fraternal  circles  of  Franklin,  Mr. 
Hough  was  a  prominent  and  popular  figure.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  was  affiliated  with  Michael  Angelo  Coun¬ 
cil,  Royal  Arcanum;  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  no,  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Ivy  Lodge, 
No.  397,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Williamsport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Bald¬ 
win  II  Commandery,  No.  22,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Irem  Temple,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church.  In  all 
things  which  made  for  the  betterment  of  Franklin 
he  was  greatly  interested. 

On  June  18,  1900,  Mr.  Hough  married  Kathrin 
Hagenbuch,  of  Williamsport,  who  was  born  October 
17,  1868,  and  died  March  8,  1930.  Children:  1.  Rachel 
Mills,  born  April  22,  1901,  who  died  in  infancy.  2. 
Katharine,  born  July  26,  1903.  3.  Charles  Neff,  Jr., 

born  August  20,  1906;  married,  August  27,  1927, 
Helen  Evans  Hamilton,  born  September  16,  1906. 

(The  Hough  Family). 

The  Hough  family  name  is  derived,  probably 
from  a  village  in  County  Lincoln,  England,  and  was 
derived  from  the  Saxon-Dutch,  for  “high.”  Repre- 
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sentatives  of  the  family  were  in  Cheshire,  England,  at 
the  time  of  the  Conquest.  Among  the  names  of 
knights,  gentlemen  and  freeholders  in  Cheshire  occur 
the  following:  John  Hough,  of  Pexhull,  in  1445,  and 
Sir  Richard  Hough,  in  1538.  Sir  Roger  Hough, 
priest  of  Chorley,  was  buried  in  May,  1587.  In  the 
year  1683  at  least  five  persons  named  Hough  came 
from  Cheshire,  England,  to  Bucks  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

(I)  Richard  Hough,  first  ancestor  in  this  country 
of  the  branch  of  the  family  herein  considered,  of 
Macclesfield,  Cheshire,  England,  received  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn  a  grant  of  land  in  the  province  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  came  to  America,  in  1683,  arriving  in 
the  “Endeavor,”  of  London.  He  settled  in  Make- 
field  Township,  where  his  five  hundred  acres  of  land 
were  laid  out.  His  brother  John  was  also  granted 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  in  addi¬ 
tion  by  the  proprietary.  This  grant  he  assigned  to  his 
brother  Richard,  in  1701,  for  the  use  of  his  (Rich¬ 
ard’s)  children.  Richard  was  a  man  of  standing  and 
influence  in  the  county  and  province.  He  was  a 
member  of  assembly  from  Bucks  County  in  1684-89- 
1690-97-1700-04,  and  a  member  of  the  Governor’s 
council  in  1692-99.  He  was  drowned  in  the  Del¬ 
aware  River,  March  26,  1704. 

Richard  Hough  married  Margery,  daughter  of 
John  and  Margery  Clows,  of  Bucks  County,  1  mo. 
1 7,  1683-84.  They  were  Friends,  and  were  attached 
to  the  Middletown  Monthly  Meeting,  and  were  the 
first  white  people  to  be  married  in  Bucks  County. 
The  family  homestead  was  built  of  stone  and  had  its 
front  cn  the  Delaware  River.  On  this  place  lived 
six  generations  of  the  eldest  branch  of  the  family, 
part  of  it  having  remained  in  their  possession  until 
1850,  when  they  removed  to  Ewing  Township,  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  New  Jersey.  Children  of  Richard  and 
Margery  Hough:  1.  Mary,  born  6  mo.  1,  1685,  died 

11  mo.  11,  1720;  married,  4  mo.  6,  1704,  William 
Atkinson,  of  Bristol,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Sarah,  born 

4  mo.  7,  1690;  married  (first),  4  mo.  23,  1708,  Isaac 
Atkinson,  brother  of  above;  and  (second)  Leonard 
Shallcross.  3.  Richard,  married  (first),  in  1711-12, 
Hester  Brown;  (second),  7  mo.  27,  1717,  Deborah 
Gumley,  of  Philadelphia.  4.  John,  of  whom  further. 
5.  Joseph,  born  8  mo.  17,  1695,  died  5  mo.  10,  1773; 
married  Elizabeth  West. 

(II)  John,  son  of  Richard  and  Margery  (Clows) 
Hough,  was  born  7  mo.  18,  1693.  He  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Bucks  County  court.  He  married,  in 
1718,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Juliana  Tay¬ 
lor,  of  Oxford  Township,  Philadelphia  County.  Chil¬ 
dren:  1.  John,  born  11  mo.  3,  1720,  died  in  1797; 
married,  in  1742,  Sarah  Janney.  2.  Joseph,  born  5  mo. 
20,  1722,  died  in  1777;  married,  8  mo.  15,  1746,  Lydia 
Hurst.  3.  Benjamin,  born  4  mo.  14,  172—,  died  2  mo., 
1803;  married  (first),  4  mo.  9,  1748,  Elizabeth  West, 
of  Wilmington,  Delaware;  (second),  5  mo.  10,  1781, 
Sarah  Janney,  widow  of  Isaac  Janney,  of  Cecil 
County,  Maryland.  4.  Isaac,  of  whom  further.  5. 
William,  born  11  mo.  1,  1727;  married,  in  1749, 
Sarah  Blaker.  6.  Thomas,  born  11  mo.  2,  1729,  died 

5  mo.  18,  1810;  married  (first),  3  mo.  17,  1757,  Jane 
Adams;  (second),  1  mo.  8,  1784,  Mary  (Bacon)  Wis- 
ter,  daughter  of  John  Bacon,  of  Bacons  Neck,  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  New  Jersey,  and  widow  of  Thomas 
Gilbert  and  Richard  Wister.  7.  Septimus,  born  4 
mo.  21,  1731,  died  9  mo.  3,  1749.  8.  Elizabeth,  born 

12  mo.  15,  1732;  married  Nathan  Tomlinson.  9.  Ber¬ 
nard,  born  11  mo.  15,  1734-35.  10.  Martha,  born  4  mo. 
22,  1737;  married  David  Bunting.  11.  Samuel,  born 
2  mo.  15,  1739. 


(III)  Isaac,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 

Hough,  was  born  9  mo.  15,  1726,  died  4  mo.  13, 
1786.  He  married,  9  mo.  24,  1748,  Edith,  born  5  mo. 
4,  1727,  at  Warminster,  died  3  mo.  27,  1805,  daughter 
of  John  and  Hester  (Crispin)  Hart.  Both  Isaac 
Hough  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  South¬ 
ampton  Baptist  Church.  According  to  the  records 
they  were  baptized  April  1,  1772,  by  the  Rev.  Van 
Horn,  “and  received  into  the  church  fellowship,  by 
prayer  imposition  of  hands”  the  next  day.  Their 
remains  lie  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at  that  place. 
Mr.  Hough  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Children: 
1.  Eleanor,  born  8  mo.  2,  1749,  died  3,  mo.  1,  1802; 
married,  12  mo.  18,  1766,  Thomas  Craven.  2.  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  born  8  mo.  21,  1751.  3.  Susanna,  born  6  mo. 
28,  1753;  married,  6  mo.  17,  1773,  Benjamin  Jones. 
4  John,  born  3  mo.  12,  1755;  married,  5  mo.  1,  1774, 
Charity  Vandesen.  5.  Mary,  born  5  mo.  19,  1757,  died 
unmarried.  6.  Isaac,  born  9  mo.  15,  1759,  died  3  mo. 
17,  1801;  married  (first),  Elizabeth  Harton,  died 
12  mo.  23,  1788;  (second),  2  mo.  16,  1793,  Mrs.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Eberth.  7.  Thomas,  of  whom  further.  8. 
Oliver,  born  8  mo.  27,  1763,  died  1  mo.  8,  1804;  mar¬ 
ried,  4  mo.  16,  1790,  Phebe  Cadwallader.  9.  Silas, 
born  2  mo.  8,  1766,  died  5  mo.  14,  1823;  married 
Elizabeth  Hart.  10.  Joseph,  born  6  mo.  17,  1768, 
died  7  mo.  3,  1799;  married,  12  mo.  13,  1789,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Marple.  11.  - ,  born  9  mo.  12,  1770, 

died  unmarried. 

(IV)  Thomas,  son  of  Isaac  and  Edith  (Hart) 
Hough,  was  born  10  mo.  7,  1761.  He  married,  4  mo. 

I,  1790,  Hannah,  born  10  mo.  7,  1766,  daughter  of 
James  Tomkins.  Children:  1.  Sarah,  born  1  mo.  5, 

1791;  married  -  Bristow,  of  Trenton,  New 

Jersey.  2.  Lewis  Hart,  born  2  mo.  26,  1792,  married 

- Ankerite.  3.  Nancy,  born  6  mo.  6,  1794,  died 

unmarried.  4.  William,  born  11  mo.  8,  1795;  mar¬ 
ried  -  Gilbert,  of  Philadelphia.  5.  Joseph 

Hart,  born  10  mo.  27,  1797  married  Ellen  D.  Ander¬ 
son.  6.  John,  born  8  mo.  16,  1800.  7.  Jonathan  Tom¬ 
kins,  of  whom  further.  8.  Thomas,  born  1  mo.  12, 
1806,  died  in  1873. 

(V)  Jonathan  Tomkins,  son  of  Thomas  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Tomkins)  Hough,  was  born  January  1,  1803, 
at  Philadelphia,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  on 
April  14,  1840.  He  married  September  5,  1824,  Elea¬ 
nor,  born  at  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  June  10,  1802, 
died  December  24,  1878,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Eleanor  (Helverton)  Neff.  Children:  1.  Thomas 
Jefferson,  born  May  28,  1825;  married,  June  16, 
1844,  Susan  T.  McCloud.  2.  Hannah,  born  October 

II,  1826,  died  May  28,  1827.  3.  Deacon  C.,  born 
January  24,  1828;  married,  in  October,  1846,  Eliza 
Hower.  4.  Ellen,  born  June  10,  1829,  died  June  5, 
1830.  5.  Ellen,  born  December  10,  1830,  died  De¬ 
cember  26,  1886:  married,  July  5,  1848,  Dr.  Daniel 
Mulford  Stout,  of  Berlin,  New  Jersey.  6.  Hannah, 
born  July  9,  1832,  died  July  4,  1862;  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1855,  George  Edwin  McClain,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  7.  William,  born  September  28,  1833,  died 
April  9,  1839.  8.  John,  born  June  12,  1835,  died  Au¬ 
gust  4,  1836.  9.  John  Neff,  born  November  20,  1836, 
died  November  11,  1861;  married,  March  3,  1858, 
Miriam  Wilkinson,  of  Blairsville,  Pennsylvania.  10. 
Joseph  William,  born  January  21,  1839,  died  April 
7,  1842.  11.  Jonathan  Lewis,  of  whom  further.  12. 
Sarah  Eliza,  born  December  28,  1842;  married,  De¬ 
cember  15,  1862,  William  John  Carson. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Lewis,  son  of  Jonathan  Tomkins 
and  Eleanor  (Neff)  Hough,  was  born  July  29,  1840, 
died  June  13,  1887.  He  married,  June  18,  1863, 
Rachel  Mills,  born  August  25,  18 — ,  in  Philadelphia, 
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died  November  12,  1900,  at  Williamsport,  daughter 
of  John  and  Rachel  (Daugherty)  Mills,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  They  resided  in  Williamsport;  removed  to 
Erie,  where  they  remained  for  a  number  of  years, 
later  returning  to  Williamsport.  Children,  with  the 
exception  of  the  eldest,  born  in  Williamsport:  I. 
William,  died  in  infancy.  2.  Jonathan  Lewis,  born 
November  22,  1865;  married,  September  21,  1897, 
Isabel  Shinn,  born  December  23,  1867,  of  Newton, 
Massachusetts;  children:  i.  Marshall  Lewis,  born 
June  21,  1899.  ii.  Lawrence  Wolfe,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1901.  iii.  Allison  Hart,  born  June  21,  1903. 
iv.  Jonathan  Lewis,  born  October  4,  1907,  died  Au¬ 
gust  27,  1927.  3.  Charles  Neff,  of  this  review.  4. 
William,  died  in  infancy.  5.  William,  died  in  infancy. 
6.  William  Baldwin,  born  February  27,  1878;  was 
graduated  from  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  in  1900;  died  May  29,  1919.  7.  Howard  Mills 
Hough,  born  June  27,  1881,  at  Williamsport,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


CARSON  R.  FORBES — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Erie  County,  Mr.  Forbes  has  long  made 
his  home  at  Albion  and  is  one  of  this  town’s  pioneer 
business  men.  Through  his  numerous  business  activi¬ 
ties,  as  well  as  through  his  participation  in  the  civic, 
religious  and  fraternal  life  of  the  community,  he  has 
made  important  contributions  to  the  town’s  growth 
and  prosperity.  As  a  result  he  is  generally  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  substantial,  most  representative 
and  most  useful  citizens  of  Albion  and  of  Erie 
County. 

Carson  R.  Forbes  was  born  in  Conneaut  Township, 
Erie  County,  June  13,  1856,  a  son  of  Albert  T.  and 
Olive  (Cornell)  Forbes.  His  father  was  born  in 
Crawford  County,  November  22,  1825,  and  died  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  1873.  He  was  a  successful  farmer  and  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen.  Mr.  Forbes’  mother  was  born  in  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  May  8,  1835,  and  passed  away  January 
28,  1919.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  T.  Forbes  were  the 
parents  of  four  children :  1.  Carson  R.,  of  whom 

further.  2.  Almira  L.,  born  April  25,  1858,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  who  married  O.  H.  Hewitt,  a  resident  of  Con¬ 
neaut  Township,  Erie  County.  3.  Harley  J.,  born 
July  25,  1862,  a  farmer  of  Conneaut  Township,  who 
married  (first)  Lynn  Christy,  now  deceased,  and 
(second)  Lydia  Rood,  and  who  is  the  father  of  three 
children :  i.  Royce  Forbes,  with  the  Bessemer  and 
Lake  Erie  Railroad  at  Albion,  who  married  Josephine 
Smith  and  has  three  children :  Edra  Forbes,  Dale 
Forbes,  and  Jean  Adelle  Forbes,  all  residents  of 
Albion,  ii.  Dorothy  Forbes,  who  married  Matt  Nis- 
kanen  of  Albion,  iii.  Isabel  Forbes,  who  lives  at 
home.  4.  George  Lee,  born  October  24,  1873,  now 
deceased,  who  married  Mary  Joslyn,  now  a  resident 
of  Springboro,  Crawford  County,  by  which  marriage 
he  had  four  children :  i.  Myrtle  Forbes,  now  deceased, 
ii.  Nellie  Forbes,  who  married  Marcus  Hites,  and  they 
have  four  children :  Elsmore,  Lorretta,  Gerald,  and 
Harold  Hites,  living  at  Cramerville.  iii.  Harry  Forbes, 
who  married  Mary  Youngton,  and  they  have  three 
children  and  live  at  Cranes ville.  iv.  Nora  Forbes, 
who  married  Albert  Hayes  and  lives  in  Erie.  A  half- 
brother  of  Carson  R.  Forbes,  Robert  M.  Forbes,  lives 
in  Erie  County.  He  was  married  to  Florence  King 
and  they  have  four  children:  Lawrence,  Mildred,  Ber¬ 
nice  and  Robert  Forbes.  Carson  R.  Forbes  is  the 
grandson  of  B.  J.  and  Hannah  (Farley)  Forbes,  who 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Erie  County.  The 
former  died  in  1879  and  the  latter  in  1869. 


Carson  R.  Forbes  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Erie  County.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  successful 
contractor  and  builder,  which  business  he  followed 
from  1880  until  1918.  His  business  interests  ex¬ 
tended  throughout  Erie  and  Crawford  counties,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Forbes 
has  numerous  business  interests  and  is  local  agent  for 
the  Glens  Falls  Insurance  Company  of  Glens  Falls, 
New  York;  the  Lebanon  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania;  and  the  Penn  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  of  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania. 
At  one  time  he  was  for  several  years  local  agent  for 
the  Crawford  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Ocean  Accident  and 
Guarantee  Corporation,  Limited,  of  New  York.  He 
was  also  identified  with  the  Forbes  and  Spaulding 
Motor  Company  of  Corry,  of  which  he  was  owner, 
but  disposed  of  it  in  1929.  For  seven  years  he  served 
as  president  of  the  Harbor  Creek  Mutual  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  a  director  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Albion;  is 
president  and  was  organizer  of  the  Albion  Telephone 
Company;  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
Association  and  in  the  Albion  Cemetery  Association; 
and  served  as  Humane  Officer  for  twenty  years.  In 
politics  Mr.  Forbes  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  served  two  terms  of  three  years 
each  on  the  Albion  City  Council.  He  is  a  member 
of  Albion  Lodge,  No.  304,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  at  Albion,  and  was  Worshipful  Master  in  1895 
and  1918;  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  187,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  at  Conneautville ;  Lodge  of  Perfection  of 
Erie;  Mount  Olivett  Commandery,  No.  30,  Knights 
Templar  of  Erie;  Lodge  No.  376,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Noble  Grand; 
Albion  Encampment,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows;  Past  District  Deputy  of  the  Encampment 
of  Erie  County,  which  has  since  been  discontinued; 
Lodge  No.  497,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Lundys  Lane, 
of  which  he  is  Past  Grand  Chancellor.  He  is  Past 
Grand  Captain  of  the  State  Police  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  and  Deputy  Grand  Captain  at  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Forbes  is  an  active  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Albion,  and  has  been 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  many  years. 

On  January  1,  1881,  Mr.  Forbes  married  Ollie  Ran¬ 
dall,  a  native  of  Conneaut  Township,  Erie  County, 
who  was  born  January  2,  1862,  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
W.  S.  and  Jane  (Hewitt)  Randall,  natives  of  Erie 
County.  Rev.  W.  S.  Randall  died  January  3,  1907, 
and  his  wife  died  July  4,  1863.  They  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  N.  W.  Randall,  now  deceased.  2.  Flora  A. 
Randall,  who  married  (first)  R.  Rogers,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  and  (second)  John  Hindman,  now  deceased. 
She  lives  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  3.  Mary  A.  Randall, 
who  married  (first)  Adelbert  Flower,  now  deceased, 
and  (second)  William  Sumner,  now  deceased.  4. 
Lillian  C.  Randall,  who  married  E.  E.  Keep,  who  are 
both  now  deceased  and  were  residents  of  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio.  5.  Mina  J.  Randall,  who  married  S.  A. 
Merriman,  residents  of  Conneaut,  Ohio,  both  now 
deceased.  6.  Carrie  S.  Randall,  who  married  LeRoy 
Baker,  and  who  lives  at  Conneaut,  Ohio.  7.  Ollie 
Randall,  who  married  C.  R.  Forbes,  of  this  review. 
8.  Bertha  L.  Randall,  deceased,  who  married  E.  C. 
Keep. 

To  Carson  R.  and  Ollie  (Randall)  Forbes  three 
children  were  born :  1.  J.  K.  Forbes,  born  October 

1,  1884,  who  died  November  12,  1906.  He  married 
Iva  Meyers,  and  they  had  one  son,  Lloyd  C.  Forbes, 
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who  married  Catherine  Buchner,  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Emily  Joan  Forbes.  2.  Ray  W.  Forbes, 
born  June  18,  1889.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  World 
War  and  died  August  17,  1920.  3.  Mabel  L.  Forbes, 
born  April  8,  1899,  who  married,  November  11,  1918, 
Milton  Spaulding.  They  have  two  daughters,  Lillian 
C.  Spaulding,  born  August  1,  1921,  and  Martha  Rae 
Spaulding,  born  May  31,  1925. 


PAUL  D.  WRIGHT — The  Reed  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Erie,  organized  in  1901,  has  had  for  its 
object  the  manufacture  of  small  tools.  It  fills  a  very 
useful  place  in  the  industrial  world  and  its  product 
has  been  long  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  all  export  fields.  It  is 
the  largest  manufacturing  plant  devoted  to  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  small  tools  and  vises  in  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  bears  a  high  reputation  for  the  quality  of 
its  output.  Paul  D.  Wright  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  this  enterprise  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
Reuben  G.  Wright,  in  1906,  he  was  elected  its  pres¬ 
ident,  a  position  which  he  still  fills.  Its  other  officers 
are:  Ralph  G.  Wright,  vice-president;  Ross  Pier 
Wright  (q.  v.),  treasurer. 

Paul  D.  Wright  was  born  at  Westfield,  New  York, 
March  9,  1872,  a  son  of  Reuben  G.  and  Emma  Cora 
(Pierce)  Wright.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Phillips-Andover  Academy  and  from 
there  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1896, 
receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  His 
business  career  has  been  largely  devoted  to  the  Reed 
Manufacturing  Company. 

Mr.  Wright  was  very  active  and  helpful  during 
the  World  War  in  his  services  to  the  government 
and  to  the  campaigns  that  marked  that  period  in 
cur  history. .  His  assistance  in  the  several  Liberty 
Loan  and  similar  drives  was  noteworthy  and  is  a 
matter  of  public  record.  His  activities  at  that  time 
were  merely  additional  to  those  that  he  has  given 
for  years  to  community  affairs  in  Erie  that  have 
had  a  bearing  on  the  progress  of  the  city  and  the 
general  improvement  in  living  conditions.  During 
the  administration  of  Governor  Gifford  Pinchot  he 
served  as  secretary  of  the  State  Highway  Commis¬ 
sion,.  in  which  important  office  he  functioned  with 
credit  and  efficiency.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Security 
Peoples  Trust  Company  of  Erie  and  is  an  executive 
officer  of  other  corporations.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Erie  Club,  president  of  the  Lake  Shore  Country 
Club,  and  past-president  of  the  Kahkwa  Club  of 
Erie.  He  attends  the  Church  of  the  Covenant. 

Paul  D.  Wright  married  (first),  in  1902,  Flor¬ 
ence  L.  Gillen,  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Campbell,  born  March  27,  1903,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  University.  2.  Reuben  G.,  born 
February  7,  1905.  He  married  (second)  Charlotte 
Mehl,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child.  3.  Mar¬ 
garet  Louise,  born  January  15,  1913. 

ROSS  PIER  WRIGHT — Among  civically-minded 
citizens  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  best 
known,  and  most  highly  regarded,  is  R.  P.  Wright, 
of  the  Reed  Manufacturing  Company,  Erie,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  small  tools. 

Ross  Pier  Wright  was  born  at  Westfield,  New 
York,  August  22,  1874,  son  of  Reuben  G.  and  Emma 
Cora  (Pierce)  Wright.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
early  “forty-niners.”  Mr.  Wright  received  his  early 
education  from  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  West- 
field,  afterwards  graduating  from  Phillips-Andover 
Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  then  entering 


Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1896,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 
He  became  associated  with  his  brother  in  purchasing 
control  of  the  Eastman  Machine  Company,  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  was  made  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager  of  same.  He  sold  out  in  1902  and  with  his 
brothers  purchased  the  Reed  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  manufacturers  of  small  tools,  Erie,  and  is  now 
secretary,  treasurer  and  plant  manager  of  that  organ¬ 
ization.  This  company  has  doubled,  several  times,  in 
size  and  output  and  “Reed  Tools”  are  known  through¬ 
out  the  country  and  abroad  for  quality  and  excel¬ 
lence  of  workmanship. 

As  chairman  and  leader  of  the  Committee  of  Six¬ 
teen,  over  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  Mr.  Wright 
has  achieved  an  unusual  and  splendid  piece  of  civic 
work  in  social  hygiene.  He  has  been  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  since  1917,  and  is  a  member 
of  Governor  Pinchot’s  committee  on  unemployment. 
He  is  well  known  among  archeologists  for  the  ex¬ 
cavation  and  restoration  of  early  Iroquois  pottery. 
In  religion  he  is  a  contributing  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant,  (Presbyterian).  He  is  also 
a  director  of  the  Erie  Mortgage  Company,  Erie  Sys¬ 
tematic  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  Erie 
Housing  Corporation;  manager  of  Wright  Brothers 
Farm;  vice-president  of  the  Erie  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society;  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Erie  Manufacturers’  Association,  Erie 
County  Taxpayers’  Association  and  Niagara  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Erie;  a  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Archeological  Society;  vice-president  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Pennsylvania  Archeology;  a  director  of  the 
Erie  Social  Hygiene  Association;  a  member  of  the 
advisory  council  of  the  American  Social  Hygiene 
Association  (New  York);  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  and  of  Theta 
Delta  Chi  Fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  corporators  of  Hamot  Hospital.  His  clubs 
include  University  Club  of  Erie,  Erie  Club,  Kahkwa 
Club,  Rotary  Club,  Erie  County  Motor  Club,  Erie 
Art  Club,  Bankers’  Club  of  Cleveland  and  Bankers’ 
Club  of  Pittsburgh. 

Ross  Pier  Wright  married  Mabel  Eliza  Wood¬ 
ward  of  Batavia,  New  York,  June  9,  1903.  Their 
children  are:  1.  Theron  Woodward,  born  August 
2,  1905;  Bachelor  of  Science,  Yale;  Master  of  Busi¬ 
ness  Administration,  Harvard.  2.  Allyn  Seymour, 
born  December  26,  1907,  a  student  at  Antioch  Col¬ 
lege.  3.  Richard  Pier,  born  September  4,  1909,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Antioch  College. 


J.  BEN  PARENT — For  six  years  the  national 
sales  leader  of  the  concern  with  which  he  formerly 
was  connected,  J.  Ben  Parent  is  now  at  the  head  of 
the  corporation  bearing  his  name,  the  Parent  Oil 
Company,  of  Erie,  where  he  has  established  seven 
stations  and  operates  a  fleet  of  trucks,  by  which,  it 
is  said,  there  is  rendered  one  of  the  most  approved 
services  of  the  kind  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Parent  is  recognized  as  a  business  leader  of 
Erie,  where  he  is  also  interested  in  civic  affairs  and 
is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles. 

Mr.  Parent  was  born  in  Gladwin,  Michigan,  April 
25,  1889,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Jeannette  (LaMay) 
Parent,  of  Gladwin,  where  the  former,  who  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  lumber  industry,  died  in  1894,  survived 
by  his  wife.  After  finishing  his  preliminary  and 
preparatory  courses  in  the  public  schools,  he  entered 
the  School  of  Mines  and  graduated  therefrom.  Prac- 
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tically  all  his  business  career  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  of  selling  oil  and  gasoline.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  with  the  Tidewater  Sales 
Corporation,  and  it  was  here  that  he  attained  the  rank 
of  national  sales  leader.  In  1927  he  organized  the 
Parent  Oil  Company,  which  has  since  become  the  most 
important  business  of  its  kind  in  Erie,  and  one  of 
the  largest  in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  opened 
his  first  station  at  Twenty-first  and  Holland  streets, 
and  this  was  soon  followed  with  a  second  station, 
with  its  location  at  No.  1701  East  Lake  Road.  The 
station  at  Thirteen  and  Sassafras  streets  does  a 
large  wholesale  business,  supplying  practically  all 
the  large  manufacturers  in  Erie,  and  many  service 
stations  as  well.  Since  the  inception  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  Mr.  Parent  has  been  president  of  his  company, 
and  J.  H.  Russell,  vice-president  and  assistant  treas¬ 
urer. 

Mr.  Parent  was  the  instigator  and  moving  spirit  in 
obtaining  the  site  for  an  airport  in  the  city  of  Erie. 
He  has  always  been  active  in  civic  affairs  in  Erie 
ever  since  he  came  to  reside  here,  and  is  an  enthu¬ 
siast  on  sports,  being  president  of  the  Erie  Baseball 
Fans  Association.  He  is  known  as  one  of  Erie’s 
most  progressive  citizens  and  business  executives. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  include  Atlantic  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Erie  Consistory  of  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  Freemasons  (thirty-second  degree) ;  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  Erie  Safety  Council,  Erie  Automo¬ 
bile  Club,  Erie  Club  and  Exchange  Club,  of  Erie, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  president.  His  religious  prefer¬ 
ence  is  Protestant  Episcopal. 

J.  Ben  Parent  married,  in  1912,  Mary  E.  Irwin, 
of  New  York  City,  and  they  have  their  home  at 
No.  4425  Cherry  Street,  while  Mr.  Parent’s  busi¬ 
ness  address  is  at  Thirteenth  and  Sassafras  streets, 
Erie. 


WILLIAM  J.  BRENNER — In  the  steel  manu¬ 
facturing  industry  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  he  has  been  actively  engaged  since  1920  at 
Erie,  William  J.  Brenner  has  achieved  a  distinct 
success  and  is  recognized  as  an  executive  of  great 
ability.  He  is  at  present  vice-president  and  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  View  Drop  Forge  Company, 
which  he  assisted  in  organizing  in  association  with 
George  C.  Miller  and  E.  W.  Nick. 

He  was  born  in  Akron,  Ohio,  June  12,  1881,  a 
son  of  Christian  Brenner,  deceased  in  1914.  and 
Mary  (Koch)  Brenner,  deceased  in  1911,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany.  His  father  was  engaged  in  the 
foundry  business.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  became  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Northern  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1907,  receiving  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer. 
His  early  engagements  in  his  profession  included 
two  years  with  the  Russell  Engineering  Company 
and  a  total  of  ten  years  in  Schenectady,  New  York, 
and  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  with  the  General  Electric 
Company.  In  1925  he  became  associated  with  George 
C.  Miller  and  E.  W.  Nick  and  together  they  pur¬ 
chased  the  plant  of  the  Lakeside  Forge  Company 
of  Erie  and  organized  the  Lake  View  Drop  Forge 
Company,  with  Mr.  Nick  as  president,  Mr.  Miller 
as  secretary-treasurer  and  himself  as  vice-president 
and  superintendent.  The  object  of  the  industry  is 
the  manufacture  of  drop  forgings  of  all  patterns  in 
demand  and  some  of  these  are  the  products  of  inven¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Brenner  and  Mr.  Miller,  who  hold 


patents  on  the  devices.  The  success  of  the  newly 
formed  company  was  such  that  in  1926  a  larger 
plant  was  erected  at  the  junction  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  with  the  Pittsburgh  Road,  where  the 
manufacturing  area  is  65,000  square  feet  and  where 
every  modern  device  is  installed,  including  a  first  aid 
department.  The  company  employs  an  average  of 
sixty-five  hands  and  group  insurance  is  provided  for 
them.  There  is  a  private  railroad  siding,  with  a 
capacity  of  five  cars  and  the  products  find  their  way 
into  every  part  of  the  United  States  where  drop 
forgings  are  used. 

Mr.  Brenner  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers  and  serves  the  local  body 
as  secretary.  He  is  the  author  of  many  technical 
articles  which  have  appeared  in  trade  publications. 
During  the  World  War  he  served  in  the  ordnance 
department  of  the  United  States  Army.  He  is  fra¬ 
ternally  affiliated  with  Schenectady  Lodge,  No.  862, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  the  order  and  is  a  member  of  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  other  bodies  within  the  organ¬ 
ization.  He  attends  the  Unitarian  Church. 

William  J.  Brenner  married,  in  1912,  I.  Gertrude 
Slayman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  children 
are:  1.  C.  Betty,  born  November  4,  1913.  2.  Anita 
E.,  born  April  16,  1919. 


GEORGE  C.  MILLER-— Gifted  with  an  inventive 
turn  of  mind  and  an  ability  for  organization  and 
direction  of  business  affairs,  George  C.  Miller,  of 
Erie,  became  engaged  in  industrial  operations  here 
and  since  1925  has  become  one  of  the  leading  manu¬ 
facturers  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  work  he  has  been  a  frequent  contributor 
to  high  grade  magazines  and  has  found  opportunity 
to  join  in  the  activities  of  several  fraternal  and  social 
organizations  in  Erie  County. 

He  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  April  22,  1889,  a  son 
of  F.  A.  and  Jennie  (Gibson)  Miller,  both  natives 
of  this  State,  his  father  being  now  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  afterward  attended  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
He  entered  the  business  world  as  a  certified  public 
accountant  and  remained  in  that  occupation  until 
1925,  when  he  became  associated  with  the  Lakeside 
Forge  Company.  Later,  with  W.  J.  Brenner,  E.  W. 
Nick  and  V.  V.  Veenschoten,  he  purchased  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Lakeside  Forge  Company  of  Erie  and 
organized  the  Lake  View  Drop  Forge  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  commercial  forgings 
of  every  character.  Within  a  year  of  its  organization 
the  plant’s  business  demanded  expansion  and  a  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  at  the  junction  of  Pittsburgh  Road 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  This  plant  has  a 
floor  space  of  65,000  square  feet,  employs  sixty-five 
hands,  has  a  private  railroad  siding  with  a  five-car 
capacity,  a  first  aid  hospital,  group  insurance  for 
its  employees  and  all  modern  devices  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  its  work.  Its  products  go  into  every  part 
of  the  United  States  where  machinery  is  used.  The 
present  officers  of  the  company  are:  E.  W.  Nick, 
president;  George  C.  Miller,  secretary-treasurer;  W. 
J.  Brenner,  vice-president.  Both  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr. 
Brenner  are  the  inventors  of  an  automotive  device 
manufactured  by  the  plant. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  Methodist  in  his  religious  faith  and 
is  fraternally  identified  with  the  Order  of  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Masons; 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
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the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  other  intermediate  bodies  of 
the  order.  He  also  has  membership  in  several  local 
clubs. 

George  C.  Miller  married,  in  1910,  Gertrude  M. 
Eckmeder,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  daughter 
of  J.  H.  and  Helene  (Dickson)  Eckmeder,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  one  son:  Preston  A.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1911,  now  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh. 


A.  WRIGHT  BIGLER — Prominent  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  operation  of  large  coal  mining  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  vicinity  of  Clearfield,  A.  Wright  Bigler, 
a  native  of  this  city,  is  today  one  of  its  accomplished 
and  representative  citizens.  He  has,  from  time  to 
time,  distinguished  himself  in  varied  realms  of  en¬ 
deavor;  and  his  labors  have  been  productive  of  very 
beneficial  results. 

Mr.  Bigler  was  born  on  December  20,  1870,  in 
Clearfield,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Edmund  A.  and 
Bertha  (Wright)  Bigler,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  this  city.  His  father  was  the  owner  of  extensive 
lumber  and  coal  lands,  and  served  during  both  the 
administrations  of  President  Grover  Cleveland  as  col¬ 
lector  of  internal  revenue;  he  died  in  April,  1909,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  March,  1929.  They  had 
four  children:  1.  A.  Wright,  of  this  review.  2.  Bess, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Hazard  A.  Murray,  of  Clear¬ 
field.  3.  Emily,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frederick 
B.  Kerr,  also  of  Clearfield.  4.  Amelia,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Robert  H.  Youngman,  of  Pittsburgh. 

Of  these,  it  is  with  A.  Wright  Bigler,  the  first- 
named,  that  we  are  primarily  concerned.  He  early 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  in  1886  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  high  school  in  Clearfield.  He  then  studied 
at  preparatory  school,  and  afterward  matriculated  at 
Princeton  University  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  a  member  of  the  class  of  1893.  Associating 
himself  with  his  father,  in  Pittsburgh,  he  became 
assistant  custodian  of  the  Post  Office  Building  in 
that  city.  Afterwards,  for  four  years,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Clearfield;  and  then,  in 
1905,  he  became  an  extensive  developer  and  operator 
of  coal  mines  in  the  Clearfield  district  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  has  so  continued  since  that  year. 

Aside  from  his  business  endeavors,  Mr.  Bigler  has 
been  a  leader  in  civic  and  social  endeavors.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  in  1922  served 
as  chairman  of  his  party’s  State  finance  committee. 
He  was  made,  on  January  1,  1930,  president  of  the 
Clearfield  National  Bank  and  so,  in  still  another 
realm  of  local  affairs,  he  has  won  a  position  of 
leadership.  Different  organizations,  each  of  them 
active  in  some  vital  phase  of  community  or  national 
life,  have  likewise  claimed  his  interest.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  and,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he 
is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  In  fact,  there 
is  practically  no  branch  or  department  of  life  in 
which  he  is  not  interested;  and  his  labors  have  been 
responsible  for  widespread  betterment  of  conditions 
in  Clearfield  and  in  the  wider  reaches  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  affairs. 

A.  Wright  Bigler  married,  on  May  23,  1912,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Hobart  Godcharles.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  born  four  children:  1.  Edmund  A.,  2d,  named 
after  Mr.  Bigler’s  father.  2.  A.  Wright,  Jr.  3.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  G.  4.  Winifred. 


HARRY  E.  WEBER — Furniture  retailer,  mor¬ 
tician  and  embalmer,  Harry  E.  Weber  is  numbered 
among  the  well-known  residents  of  Philipsburg,  and 


for  many  years  has  taken  a  constructive  part  in  move¬ 
ments  for  the  advancement  of  this  community. 

A  native  of  Philipsburg,  he  was  born  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1874,  son  of  Peter  and  Emily  (Parker) 
Weber.  Both  of  his  parents  were  natives  of  Centre 
County,  and  the  families  of  Parker  and  Weber  are 
widely  represented  in  the  Commonwealth,  having 
been  in  residence  in  Pennsylvania  from  an  early  pe¬ 
riod.  To  Peter  and  Emily  (Parker)  Weber  were 
born  children:  1.  A  daughter,  who  died  as  an  infant. 
2.  Frank  D.  3.  Emma  D.  4.  Laura,  who  married 
Frank  B.  Wythes,  of  Philipsburg;  the  latter  is  since 
deceased,  and  Mrs.  Wythes  continues  to  reside  in 
Philipsburg.  5.  Harry  E.,  of  whom  more  follows. 
Peter  Weber  was  a  cabinetmaker,  an  artist  in  that 
painstaking  craft,  and  is  remembered  by  many  who 
now  reside  in  Philipsburg.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
War  Between  the  States. 

Harry  E.  Weber  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
entered  Birmingham  Seminary,  where  he  studied  one 
academic  year,  1888-89.  He  was  gifted  with  a  fine 
mechanical  sense  and  he  studied  to  be  a  machinist, 
taking  a  mechanical  arts  course  at  State  College  dur¬ 
ing  1889-90.  For  four  years,  after  completing  the 
course  at  State  College,  he  worked  as  machinist  in 
Philipsburg.  For  a  year,  1895,  he  was  with  a  manu¬ 
facturing  concern  at  York,  then  went  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Iron 
Company  of  that  city.  The  hazards  of  the  mechani¬ 
cal  type  of  work  that  he  was  doing  were  many;  and 
Mr.  Weber  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with 
an  accident  which  closed  his  mechanical  career.  In¬ 
stead  of  abandoning  work,  however,  he  set  out  to 
learn  embalming,  and  went  to  work  for  his  older 
brother  in  1900.  In  1917  he  became  a  partner  in  the 
furniture  business  in  Philipsburg.  In  that  year  he 
also  was  graduated  from  the  Eckels  School  of  Em¬ 
balming  and  in  1918  he  succeeded  to  the  ownership 
of  the  establishment,  having  one  of  the  largest  busi¬ 
nesses  of  the  kind  in  any  Pennsylvania  center  the 
size  of  Philipsburg. 

From  the  commencement  of  his  residence  here 
after  his  return  from  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Weber  has 
been  known  as  a  constructive,  loyal,  progressive  citi¬ 
zen,  and  he  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  future  of 
the  community  as  a  whole.  For  seventeen  years  he 
acted  as  chief  of  the  fire  department.  He  is  active, 
fraternally,  as  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  other  bodies, 
also  belonging  to  the  Philipsburg  Rotary  Club  and 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  latter  he 
is  senior  warden.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  its  principles.  His  favor¬ 
ite  forms  of  recreation  are  fishing  and  hunting. 

Mr.  Weber  married,  in  August,  1910,  Caroline 
Hull,  native  of  Clearfield  County.  Mrs.  Weber,  too, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Eckels  School,  and  she  helps 
Mr.  Weber  materially  in  the  operation  of  his  joint 
business  enterprises  in  Philipsburg. 


W.  PITT  GIFFORD — Within  six  years  from  the 
time  that  W.  Pitt  Gifford  was  admitted  to  the  bar  he 
was  elected  district  attorney  of  Erie  County,  in  which 
office  he  served  two  terms.  Since  withdrawing  from 
the  public  service  he  has  confined  himself  to  his  part 
of  the  large  law  practice  of  Gunnison,  Fish,  Gifford 
and  Chapin,  one  of  the  strongest  legal  combinations  in 
the  city  of  Erie. 

W.  Pitt  Gifford  was  born  in  the  State  of  Colorado 
October  5,  1874,  the  son  of  Martin  Van  Buren  and 
Mary  Amelia  (Allison)  Gifford,  both  parents  natives 
of  Erie  County,  the  father  having  served  as  a  captain 
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of  infantry  in  the  Civil  War  with  the  83d  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  removed  to  Colorado 
in  1870,  but  returned  to  Erie  in  1880.  Elected  sheriff 
of  Erie  County,  he  served  in  that  capacity  from  1886 
until  1889.  Eater  he  retired  from  active  business  and 
died  at  Erie  in  1922  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
Mr.  Gifford’s  mother  is  living  (1931)  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  After  preliminary  and  preparatory 
training  in  the  public  schools,  the  son,  W.  Pitt  Gifford, 
entered  Eeland  Stanford  University,  California,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1897  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  afterwards  studied  law  in 
the  same  university  and  in  the  law  office  of  S.  A. 
Davenport,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Erie 
County  in  1899.  In  the  same  year  he  commenced 
practice  in  the  city  of  Erie  in  his  own  name.  It  was 
in  1910  that  he  helped  form  the  law  firm  of  Gunnison, 
Fish,  Gifford  and  Chapin,  with  which  he  has  since 
continued.  He  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Erie 
County  in  1905  and  was  reelected  for  a  second  term 
which  expired  in  1912.  It  only  waited  for  him  to  give 
his  word  of  consent  to  have  been  elevated  to  the 
bench,  since  four  chief  magistrates  of  the  State  have 
proffered  him  an  appointment  to  a  judicial  office.  He 
is,  however,  completely  wedded  to  his  profession  as 
lawyer,  and  cannot  be  persuaded  to  abandon  it  for 
public  station. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Security  Trust  Company, 
of  Erie;  a  director  of  the  Protein  Corporation,  and 
of  several  other  organizations,  financial  and  industrial. 
During  the  World  War  he  served  on  committees  for 
all  the  liberty  Eoan  campaigns.  Of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Erie  he  has  been  president  three  times ; 
was  the  first  president,  in  1913,  of  the  Erie  Rotary 
Club;  is  a  past  president  and  now  a  member  of  the 
board  of  governors  of  the  Erie  Club;  a  member  of 
influence  and  active  in  the  Community  Chest  of  Erie 
and  other  organizations;  a  member  of  the  Kahkwa 
Club,  Lake  Shore  Club,  Shrine  Club  and  Elks  Club. 

His  fraternal  affiliations  include  Commonwealth 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Mount  Olivet 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar ;  Erie  Consistory, 
having  been  honored  with  the  thirty-third  degree  of 
Scottish  Rite  Free  Masons ;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
which  he  is  a  Past  Potentate;  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  His  college  fraternities  included  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  Delta  Upsilon  and  Phi  Delta  Phi.  He  is  a 
member  and  trustee  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
Erie,  a  trustee  of  the  Erie  Boys  Club  and  a  cor¬ 
porator  of  the  Hamot  Hospital. 

W.  Pitt  Gifford  married,  in  1900,  Harriet  May 
Stanton,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  and  their  children 
are:  1.  Gladys  G.,  married  James  E.  Guerdon,  and 
has  a  son,  William  Pitt.  2.  Jean  W.,  married  Donald 
R.  Carter,  and  has  a  son,  Donald  G.  3.  John  S., 
a  graduate  of  Andover  (Massachusetts)  Academy, 
and  now  a  student  at  Yale  University.  Mr.  Gifford’s 
professional  address  is  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  the 
family  residence  is  at  No.  2166  South  Shore  Drive, 
Erie. 


PAUL  G.  JOHNSON — Supplementing  with  inven¬ 
tive  capacity  and  engineering  ability  the  efforts  of 
the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Company,  Paul  G.  John¬ 
son  and  Theodore  Johnson,  his  brother,  join  in  an  out¬ 
standing  manner  in  the  bringing  out  of  the  first  metal 
window  screen,  in  the  development  of  the  manufac¬ 
turing  processes  and  in  the  distribution  of  the  prod¬ 
ucts.  In  addition  to  being  second  in  authority  to  his 


brother  Theodore,  who  is  president,  while  occupying 
the  positions  of  vice-president  and  production  man¬ 
ager  of  the  company,  has  a  lively  interest  in  the 
commercial  and  civic  advancement  of  Erie. 

Paul  G.  Johnson  was  born  in  McKeesport,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1891,  a  son  of  Otto  T.  and  Annie  (Ohrman) 
Johnson,  both  natives  of  Sweden,  the  father  dying  in 
1918,  and  the  mother  in  1921.  The  elder  Johnson  was 
gifted  as  a  musician  and  an  inventor.  The  family 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  the  son  Paul  G.,  attending 
the  public  schools  of  McKeesport,  and  later  taking 
special  courses  from  the  International  Correspon¬ 
dence  Schools  and  other  technical  schools.  Like  his 
father  and  brother,  he  has  always  been  of  a  mechani¬ 
cal  turn  of  mind.  He  started  life  in  an  industrial 
way  with  the  Savage  Arms  Company,  Utica,  New 
York,  as  foreman  of  the  tool  department,  and  was 
with  that  concern  for  three  years.  He  then  went  to 
Syracuse,  New  York,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Remington  Typewriter  Company  in  its  model  room, 
later  being  appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  all 
parts,  in  the  same  plant,  and  so  continued  until  1923. 

In  the  year  last  mentioned,  Mr.  Johnson  arrived 
in  Erie  to  join  his  brother  Theodore  and  invented 
the  first  metal  window  screen.  Upon  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Company,  in 
1924,  he  assumed  the  duties  and  offices  of  vice-pres¬ 
ident  and  production  manager,  in  which  posts  he  has 
since  been  retained,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
concern,  its  principals  and  prosperity.  The  executives 
other  than  his  brother  and  himself  are  Robert  S. 
Van  Cleve  (q.  v.),  secretary  and  H.  S.  Wittmaak, 
treasurer.  The  manufacture  of  the  Johnson  window 
screens  began  in  an  humble  way  in  a  small  garage 
in  Erie.  Demand  for  the  output  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  in  1925  more  commodious  quarters 
were  necessary,  and  a  plant  was  installed  at  No.  859 
East  Tenth  Street,  Erie.  In  1927  still  further  expan¬ 
sion  was  a  necessity,  and  the  company  moved  to  its 
present  location,  No.  1316  Holland  Street,  where  it 
occupied  one  floor.  In  1928  it  took  over  a  second  floor, 
and  in  1930  it  began  the  occupancy  of  three  floors  in 
the  same  building,  with  a  total  of  8b, 000  square  feet 
of  floor  space.  The  number  of  employees  is  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  for  whom  the  company  pro¬ 
vides  arrangements  for  their  comfort,  health  and  hap¬ 
piness,  these  including  group  or  industrial  insurance, 
first-aid  equipment  and  attention,  and  sponsorship  of 
athletic  recreation  and  contests.  All  these  beneficial 
details  are  conducive  to  heightening  and  maintaining 
the  morale  of  the  employed  force,  and  to  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  good-feeling  between  them  and  the  company 
officials.  Another  pleasant  feature  is  the  heightened 
interest  the  employees  have  in  the  expansion  of  the 
business  which  has  seen  the  products  shipped  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  to  many  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  The  transportation  arrangements  locally  are 
much  improved  with  a  private  railroad  siding  at  the 
plant  for  as  many  as  four  cars  at  one  time  if  re¬ 
quired. 

In  addition  to  his  offices  in  the  Johnson  Metal 
Products  Company,  Mr.  Johnson  takes  time  to  fra¬ 
ternize  with  his  fellow-Free  Masons.  He  affiliates 
with  Blue  Lodge,  No.  455;  and  has  advanced  through 
the  Knight  Templar  degree  to  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree  in  the  Scottish  Rite  Consistory.  His  religious 
membership  is  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  articles  on  sub¬ 
jects  of  varied  interest  that  have  appeared  in  maga¬ 
zines  and  trade  journals. 

Paul  G.  Johnson  married,  in  1916,  Miss  Annie  John¬ 
son,  of  Jamestown,  New  York.  They  have  their  home 
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at  No.  2519  Bird  Drive,  Wesleyville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Mr.  Johnson’s  business  address  is  the  office  of 
the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Company,  No.  1316  Hol¬ 
land  Street,  Erie. 


ROBERT  SPENCER  VAN  CLEVE— In  the 

management  of  the  business  department  of  the  John¬ 
son  Metal  Products  Company,  of  Erie,  which  he  also 
serves  in  the  capacity  of  secretary,  Robert  Spencer 
Van  Cleve  has  contributed  in  a  marked  degree  to 
the  success  and  good  name  of  this  widely  known 
industry.  He  was  on  the  way  to  achievement  of  a 
career  in  the  banking  field  when  he  responded  favor¬ 
ably  to  the  invitation  of  the  Johnson  brothers  to 
join  them  in  the  organization  of  their  corporation. 
Although  he  holds  no  other  offices  than  those  in  the 
company,  he  is  one  of  those  public-spirited  citizens 
who  make  the  prosperity  and  prestige  of  the  city 
of  Erie  the  subject  of  their  thought  and  attention. 

Mr.  Van  Cleve  was  born  in  Erie,  August  21,  1902, 
the  son  of  J.  Spencer  and  Grace  (Reynolds)  Van 
Cleve;  the  father,  a  native  of  Westfield,  New  York, 
and  now  deceased,  was  a  manufacturer,  and  the 
mother,  born  in  Erie,  survives  her  husband.  The 
son,  Robert  Spencer  Van  Cleve,  passed  through  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  into  the  Hill 
Preparatory  School,  from  which  he  graduated.  He 
next  entered  Princeton  University,  where  he  also 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1925.  Direct  from  col¬ 
lege  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Erie,  and  was  connected  with  this  institution  until 
1924.  In  the  latter  year  he  accepted  the  offer  of  the 
Messrs.  Johnson  to  unite  with  them  in  the  formation 
of  the  corporation  of  the  Johnson  Metal  Products 
Company,  and  was  elected  secretary  and  business 
manager.  In  these  positions  he  has  been  prominently 
instrumental  in  bringing  to  the  company  its  high 
standing  of  success  in  the  business  world.  The  other 
officers  of  the  company  are:  President,  Theodore 
Johnson  (q.  v.);  vice-president  and  production  man¬ 
ager,  Paul  G.  Johnson  (q.  v.) ;  and  treasurer,  H.  S. 
Wittmaak.  Mr.  Van  Cleve  is  a  member  of  the  Erie 
Club,  Kahkwa  Club,  Erie  Yacht  Club  and  Lake 
Shore  Golf  Club. 

Mr.  Van  Cleve  married,  in  1924,  Ruth  Campbell, 
of  Erie,  and  their  children  are:  Susan  M.,  Robert 
S.,  Jr.,  and  R.  Barton.  Mr.  Van  Cleve  has  his  office 
with  the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Company,  No. 
1316  Holland  Street,  and  the  family  home  is  at  No. 
429  West  Sixth  Street,  Erie. 

It  was  a  humble  beginning  that  preceded  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Company. 
The  manufacture  of  the  first  window  screen  of  all 
metal  was  the  result  of  the  invention  perfected  by 
the  Johnson  Brothers.  It  was  perfected  and  then 
produced  in  a  small  garage  in  Erie.  The  screen 
soon  attained  popularity  which  forced  an  increase  in 
the  demand,  and  the  simple  partnership  of  the  John¬ 
son  brothers  evolved  into  the  corporation  known  as 
the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Company  in  1924.  In 
1925  additional  space  became  a  matter  of  necessity 
and  a  plant  was  installed  at  No.  859  East  Tenth 
Street,  Erie.  In  1927  still  further  expansion  was 
provided  for  with  removal  to  the  company’s  present 
location  at  No.  1316  Holland  Street.  In  that  year  it 
took  over  but  one  floor.  In  1928  a  second  floor  was 
added,  and  in  1930  a  third,  all  in  the  same  building, 
the  total  floor  space  being  80,000  square  feet.  Em¬ 
ployment  is  furnished  to  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  persons,  and  for  their  welfare  the  com¬ 
pany  provides  arrangements  looking  to  their  health, 
happiness  and  comfort,  among  these  provisions  being 


a  group  plan  of  industrial  insurance,  first-aid  equip¬ 
ment  and  care,  and  sponsorship  of  athletic  contests. 
The  employes  by  these  means  are  more  thoroughly 
interested  in  getting  out  the  product  in  increased 
quantities  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  trade  that  is 
partially,  at  least,  world-wide  in  its  scope,  since  the 
Johnson-made  goods  go  not  only  to  numerous  points 
in  the  United  States  but  also  to  foreign  lands.  The 
company  enjoys  excellent  shipping  facilities,  having 
a  private  railroad  siding  at  its  plant  with  a  four-car 
capacity  when  required.  Throughout  the  city  of  Erie 
the  company  is  rated  as  one  of  its  most  desirable 
commercial  organization. 


FRANK  J.  McGRAW — Vice-president  of  the  Oil 
Creek  Refining  Company  at  Titusville,  Frank  J. 
McGraw  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father, 
who  was  one  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  the  oil 
refining  industry  of  the  State  for  many  years. 

Mr.  McGraw  was  born  at  Titusville  on  January 
8,  1893,  a  son  of  Dennis  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Hopkins) 
McGraw.  Both  parents  were  born  at  Corry,  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  Dennis  W.  McGraw,  the 
father,  was  born  on  August  22,  1861,  son  of  John 
McGraw  and  the  second  of  ten  children.  As  a  boy 
he  worked  in  one  of  the  earliest  oil  refineries  of  this 
region,  that  of  Clark  and  Warren  at  Corry.  Subse¬ 
quently,  he  was  associated  with  William  Muir  in  the 
Glade  Oil  Works  at  Warren,  now  owned  by  the 
Crew  Levick  Company,  and  in  1903  came  to  Titus¬ 
ville  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  new  refinery 
with  Mr.  Muir.  From  that  time  until  his  death  he 
was  to  remain  a  resident  of  this  community.  Select¬ 
ing  the  present  site  of  the  Crew  Levick  plant,  a  com¬ 
plete  and  modern  refinery  was  erected  there  under 
Mr.  McGraw’s  direction  and  business  was  begun 
under  the  name  of  the  Pennsylvania  Paraffine  Works. 
Later  Mr.  McGraw  and  others  built  a  new  refinery 
under  the  name  of  the  Bessemer  Refining  Company, 
and  finally,  when  both  these  plants  were  sold  to  the 
Crew  Levick  Company,  he  organized  the  Oil  Creek 
Refining  Company  of  which  he  was  president  until 
his  death  on  August  28,  1929.  As  its  executive  head, 
he  guided  its  affairs  with  sure  hand  along  the  path¬ 
way  of  success,  building  up  the  business  to  pros¬ 
perous  proportions  and  becoming  in  the  course  of 
years  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  industry.  Writing  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  “Titusville  Herald”  said  of  him: 

Mr.  McGraw  was  both  a  refiner  and  an  engineer  and 
had  an  intimate  grasp  of  every  detail  of  the  business. 
He  knew  the  theoretical  side  and  the  practical  side 
and  could  plan  an  operation  and  then  carry  it  out. 
The  plants  at  Warren  and  Titusville  with  which  he 
was  identified  were  planned  by  him  and  built  under 
his  personal  direction.  .  .  .  The  oil  refining  business 
never  stands  still  and  Mr.  McGraw  tried  to  keep  up 
with  the  latest  ideas  in  the  industry  ;  in  some  instances 
he  anticipated  them.  His  ideas  were  for  the  most  part 
original  and  he  preferred  to  take  the  hard  knocks  of 
personal  experimentation  rather  than  adopt  the  plan 
of  someone  else.  This  was  the  result  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  independent  in  thought  and  action.  Indeed,  if 
he  had  not  been,  his  pathway  in  life  might  have  been 
easier  and  his  rewards  greater.  But  “Denny”  McGraw 
was  not  a  man  who  wanted  things  easy. 

Mr.  McGraw  was  loyal  to  Titusville  and  to  its 
institutions.  He  spent  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
community,  and  although  his  business  and  his  family 
were  always  the  chief  interests  of  his  life,  he  gave 
his  whole-hearted  support  to  every  worthy  movement 
in  the  public  interest.  He  was  a  devout  Catholic  and 
a  generous  friend  to  those  in  need,  contributing 
liberally  to  all  philanthropies  and  extending  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  wherever  it  was  needed.  If  his  achievements 
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brought  him  high  place  in  the  refining  industry  of 
the  State,  his  consideration  for  others  and  the  high 
standards  to  which  he  gave  his  allegiance  brought 
him  universal  respect  and  affection. 

Mr.  McGraw’s  devotion  to  his  duties  [to  quote  again 
the  Titusville  “Herald”]  was  an  inspiration  to  those 
who  worked  with  him  and  for  him  and  they  were  loyal 
to  him  to  a  man.  He  would  not  ask  another  to  do 
what  he  would  not  do  himself  and  his  associates 
became  imbued  with  some  of  his  spirit  of  devotion  and 
zeal.  As  an  employer  he  had  the  admiration  of  his 
workmen.  He  expected  good  work  of  men,  but  he  paid 
them  accordingly,  being  one  of  the  leaders  of  this 
region  in  the  payment  of  high  wages.  .  .  .  He  was  a 
great  believer  in  men  and  had  many  friends  because 
he  himself  was  a  friend. 

Frank  J.  McGraw  of  this  record  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  subsequently 
entered  Villanova  College,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1913.  In 
beginning  his  active  career,  it  was  natural  that  he 
should  follow  his  father  in  the  oil  refining  industry, 
and  after  several  years  of  experience,  he  became 
manager  of  the  Crew  Levick  Company  at  Titusville. 
This  office  he  held  from  1916  to  1918.  In  1919,  he 
became  associated  with  his  father,  who  had  mean¬ 
while  organized  the  Oil  Creek  Refining  Company, 
and  since  that  time  has  continued  his  association  with 
this  company.  He  is  now  vice-president  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  superintendent  in  charge  of  production, 
both  inside  and  outside.  Mr.  McGraw  is  thoroughly 
qualified  for  the  position  which  he  holds,  both  by 
experience  and  native  ability.  His  services  are  an 
important  factor  in  the  present  progress  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  McGraw  is  a  member  of  the  City  Club  and 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Titusville.  He 
married,  in  1917,  in  this  city,  Frances  L.  McKay 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Anne,  born  on 
March  10,  1918. 


LOUIS  BENJAMIN— Through  the  medium  of 
the  “Dispatch-Herald,”  of  Erie,  of  which  he  is  the 
publisher,  Louis  Benjamin  has  served  faithfully  and 
well  the  city  and  the  State  in  which  he  lives;  and  he 
has  done  much,  both  in  his  newspaper  work  and  in 
his  private  citizenship,  to  advance  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  and  its  institutions. 

He  was  born  in  London,  England,  on  November 
8,  1883,  son  of  Jacob  S.  and  Leah  (Levi)  Benjamin, 
and  by  them  was  brought  as  a  child  to  the  United 
States.  Here  he  attended  high  school ;  and,  upon 
completing  his  work  in  school,  he  became  interested 
in  a  variety  of  civic  affairs.  One  of  the  branches  of 
present-day  life  that  interested  him  especially  was 
advertising,  in  which  he  early  took  a  prominent  part. 
He  formed  the  Benjamin  Advertising  Corporation, 
of  which  he  has  been  the  president  since  1913,  and 
which  has  been  a  leading  factor  in  its  field.  It  was  in 
1925  that  he  became  the  publisher  of  the  Erie  “Dis¬ 
patch-Herald,”  and  in  this  capacity  he  has  continued 
down  to  the  present,  serving  his  community  faith¬ 
fully  and  effectively  as  the  exponent  of  progressive 
policies  and  fine  ideals,  which  he  regularly  espouses 
through  the  columns  of  his  paper. 

His  influence  upon  his  city  has  been  beneficial,  too, 
through  his  cooperation  in  the  work  of  certain  prom¬ 
inent  civic  bodies  that  have  long  been  striving  for 
bettered  conditions.  A  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  he  is  affiliated  with  numerous 
bodies  in  this  order,  including  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  Zem  Zem  Shrine  Hospital  for  Crippled  Chil¬ 


dren,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Motor  Club,  and  the  Lafayette  Country  Club.  In 
addition  to  his  other  business  affiliations,  he  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Dispatch-Herald  Broadcasting  Corpora¬ 
tion.  His  political  alignment  is  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Jewish 
Church.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  B’nai  B’rith  Home 
for  Jewish  Children,  at  Fairview.  In  his  many  activ¬ 
ities,  business,  civic  and  social,  Mr.  Benjamin  has 
proven  himself  a  loyal  and  worthy  citizen  and  a 
man  of  ability  and  achievement  and  his  labors  and 
attainments  have  given  him  a  deserved  position  of 
leadership  and  high  esteem. 

Louis  Benjamin  married,  on  August  13,  1904,  Mary 
L.  Voit,  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  They  have  three 
children:  1.  Edna,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Rubin.  2.  Sam¬ 
uel.  3.  Bernard. 


HARRY  THOMAS  BAILEY— By  profession  a 
chemical  and  metallurgical  engineer,  Mr.  Bailey  has 
devoted  his  considerable  executive  talents  in  recent 
years  to  activities  not  directly  connected  with  his  pro¬ 
fession.  A  resident  of  Erie  for  the  last  decade,  he 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Erie  Builders’ 
Exchange  and,  more  recently,  also  with  the  Erie  Real 
Estate  Board.  For  both  of  these  organizations  he  is 
the  chief  active  executive,  and  under  his  very  capable 
direction  they  have  enjoyed  steady  growth  and  pros¬ 
perity.  As  a  result  Mr.  Bailey  has  made  for  himself 
in  Erie  a  position  of  importance  and  influence  and 
has  also  gained  many  friends. 

Harry  Thomas  Bailey  was  born  in  Clearfield 
County,  May  17,  1889,  a  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Mary 
(McNeal)  Bailey,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
both  now  deceased.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Irvona, 
Pennsylvania.  Before  leaving  high  school  Mr.  Bailey 
studied  telegraphy  and  passed  the  examination  as  a 
telegrapher  before  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and 
served  in  numerous  capacities  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Bailey  was  one  of  the  youngest  operators  ever  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  then  studied 
chemistry  and  metallurgy  in  the  laboratories  of  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company  for  more  than  three  years. 
The  next  four  years  he  spent  in  various  positions  with 
several  concerns  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  In 
1920  he  came  to  Erie  as  business  manager  of  the  Erie 
Builders’  Exchange,  in  which  capacity  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  with  marked  success  ever  since  then. 
Since  1927  he  has  also  held  the  position  of  executive 
secretary  of  the  Erie  Real  Estate  Board,  which  he 
has  likewise  filled  very  capably.  His  offices  are  on  the 
fourth  flour  of  the  Scott  Block,  State  and  Tenth 
streets,  Erie.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Erie  Systematic 
Building  and  Loan  Association  and  a  member  of  va¬ 
rious  Masonic  bodies,  including  Syrian  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  other  Masonic  bodies 
up  to  and  including  the  Erie  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  a  candidate  for  city  treas¬ 
urer  in  1931.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  more  particularly  with  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Erie. 

Mr.  Bailey  married,  in  1919,  Mirrion  E.  Peterson, 
of  Long  Island,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey 
have  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  pupils  in 
the  public  schools  of  Erie:  Dorismae,  William,  and 
Lynnette  Bailey. 
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CLYDE  F.  DOOLITTLE — Through  various  oc¬ 
cupations,  chiefly  those  connected  with  the  business 
of  farming,  railroading  and  merchandising,  in  which 
he  became  well  known  throughout  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania,  Clyde  F.  Doolittle,  of  Girard,  arrived 
at  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Erie  County 
Home,  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  and  Farms.  In  the 
administration  of  this  position  he  has  fully  met  the 
requirements,  having  demonstrated  to  the  authorities, 
the  taxpayers,  and  to  the  inmates  of  the  home  his 
superior  qualifications  therefor. 

Mr.  Doolittle  was  born  in  Girard  Township,  Erie 
County,  July  30,  1876,  the  son  of  Milton  A.  and  Adela 
(Miller)  Doolittle;  the  former,  a  native  of  Erie 
County,  now  deceased,  was  a  farmer,  and  the  latter, 
born  in  Platea,  Erie  County,  is  still  living  in  Con- 
neaut  Township.  The  son,  Clyde  F.  Doolittle,  passed 
through  the  common  schools  and  completed  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  East  Springfield  Academy  and  business  col¬ 
lege  in  the  city  of  Erie.  From  textbooks  he  directed 
his  attention  to  transportation  as  an  employee  of  the 
Cleveland  and  Erie  Railway  Company.  For  this  com¬ 
pany  he  served  in  various  capacities  until  1916,  in 
which  year  he  was  made  master  mechanic,  assuming 
the  superintendency  of  shops,  equipment,  rolling  stock, 
overhead  lines,  and  substations.  This  position  he  filled 
until  the  company  went  out  of  business  in  1922.  The 
three  following  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
Northwestern  Electric  Lines,  and  the  conclusion  of 
that  period  saw  his  severance  of  connection  with  pub¬ 
lic  utility  corporations.  He  next  engaged  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  business,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  January 
16,  1928.  On  the  latter  date  he  accepted  the  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  superintendency  of  the  Erie  County  Home. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Pennsylvania  Lodge,  No.  347, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  has  been  elevated  to 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies 
of  Erie  Consistory.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  council  and 
is  an  honorary  member  of  the  fire  department.  He 
was  active  in  organizing  the  National  Bank  of  North 
Girard.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Doolittle  married  Rose  Schultz,  of  Erie  County, 
and  their  children  are:  1.  Mildred,  married  Merle 
Mose,  employed  as  conductor  by  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad  Company,  and  has  a  daughter,  Betty 
Jane.  2.  Marguerite,  married  Frank  Hayes,  hard¬ 
ware  merchant  and  president  of  the  Lions  Club  of 
Erie.  3.  Dorothy,  married  Perry  Fitting,  of  Wesley- 
ville,  employed  by  the  General  Electric  Company ; 
they  have  one  child,  Nila.  4.  Clarence,  single,  a  fireman. 


COLONEL  THEODORE  DAVIS  BOAL— A 

member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
families  of  Centre  County,  Colonel  Boal,  though  he 
was  born  away  from  his  ancestral  home  and,  during 
the  earlier  part  of  his  life  spent  many  years  in  Europe, 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  New  York  City  and  in  the 
West,  has  always  been  deeply  attached  to  Centre 
County.  In  recent  years  he  has  spent  most  of  his  time 
on  the  large  family  estate  at  Boalsburg.  Educated  as 
an  architect,  he  only  engaged  in  active  practice  for  a 
few  years,  but  is  professionally  still  remembered  as  an 
able,  talented  and  successful  architect.  Naturally,  as 
his  ancestors  had  served  in  all  our  wars,  he  has  been 
greatly  interested  in  military  affairs  and  he  is  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  both  the  Spanish- American  and  the  World 
War,  in  which  he  served  with  distinction  as  an  officer. 
Widely  known  in  Centre  County,  he  is  everywhere 
regarded  as  one  of  this  county’s  most  distinguished 
citizens.  Like  his  forebears  before  him,  he  takes  a 


deep  and  helpful  interest  in  everything  affecting  the 
welfare  of  Centre  County  and  is  a  generous  supporter 
of  many  worthy  community  enterprises  and  insti¬ 
tutions. 

His  father  was  born  at  Boalsburg,  Centre  County, 
on  the  estate  of  his  grandfather,  the  late  Captain 
David  Boal,  a  large  land  owner  and  after  whom  the 
town  of  Boalsburg  was  named.  Colonel  Boal’s  father 
was  by  profession  a  lawyer  and  for  a  time  served  as 
judge.  He  was  connected  for  a  time  with  the  State 
University  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  it  was  at  this  time, 
in  June,  1867,  that  Colonel  Boal  was  born  there. 
Judge  Boal  was  also  vice-president  of  the  American 
Bar  Association,  and  had  many  professional  and  polit¬ 
ical  honors.  He  died  May  17,  1895.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Boal  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom 
died  young  except  Colonel  Boal.  The  latter,  at  the 
age  of  seven  years,  went  to  live  with  an  uncle  and  he 
was  practically  raised  by  this  uncle  in  New  York  City 
and  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  He  prepared  for  col¬ 
lege  at  Morse’s  School,  New  York  City,  and  St. 
Paul’s  School,  Concord,  New  Hampshire.  After  pass¬ 
ing  his  examinations  to  Harvard  he  decided  to  go 
West  and  graduated  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa 
with  which  his  father  had  maintained  his  connection, 
in  1890.  Immediately  after  graduation  he  went  to 
Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  architecture,  later  going  to  Paris  to  continue  his 
architectural  studies.  In  1899  he  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  became  architect  for  the  Colorado 
Fuel  and  Iron  Company  and  for  several  subsidiaries. 
In  this  capacity  he  designed  and  built  a  number  of 
industrial  towns  near  Denver,  Colorado,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  and  in  outlying  districts.  After  going  to 
Washington  he  entered  the  diplomatic  service  and  his 
first  position  was  as  secretary  to  General  Leonard 
Wood,  when  the  latter  went  to  Spain  on  a  special  mis¬ 
sion.  Illness  in  his  family  cut  short  his  service  with 
the  State  Department.  Since  his  youth  Colonel  Boal 
has  been  deeply  interested  in  military  affairs,  and  as 
early  as  1888  he  was  a  lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the 
National  Guard  so  that  this  connection  with  General 
Wood  led  to  his  organizing  a  machine  gun  troop.  It 
was  made  the  first  mounted  machine  troop  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  and  did  duty  on  the  Mexican  Border  and 
overseas  during  the  World  War  with  the  28th  Divi¬ 
sion,  the  old  7th  Division.  Colonel  Boal,  as  aide-de- 
camp,  continued  his  services  with  Major-General 
Muir  when  he  took  command  of  the  4th  Corps,  which 
was  part  of  the  United  States  Army  of  Occupation  in 
Germany.  In  recognition  of  his  battle  service  in  the 
Argonne  he  was  decorated  with  the  Distinguished 
Service  Cross  and  by  the  French  Government  with  the 
Croix  de  Guerre,  this  latter  decoration  being  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  more  particularly  for  his  services  on 
the  Vesle.  He  is  also  an  officer  of  the  French  Legion 
of  Honor. 

In  1894,  Colonel  Boal  married,  in  France,  Mathilde 
Denis  de  Legarde,  a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent 
French  family.  Madame  Boal  still  keeps  her  country 
place,  La  Tour  de  Chignens,  Haute  Savoie.  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Boal  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Pierre  de 
Legarde  Boal,  now  a  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps 
of  the  United  States  and  at  present  in  charge  of  the 
Western  Europe  Division  of  the  Department  of  State 
in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  During  the 
World  War  Captain  Boal  served  first  in  the  cavalry 
and  later  with  the  Lafayette  flying  corps  in  the  French 
Army.  After  our  joining  the  Allies  Captain  Boal  was 
put  in  command  of  the  Americans  flying  with  the 
French. 
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CHARLES  T.  KURTZ— That  Mr.  Kurtz  has 
long  been  considered  one  of  the  most  representative 
business  men  of  Clearfield,  is  quite  natural.  For  not 
only  is  he  the  head  of  a  large  retail  and  wholesale 
stationery  and  printing  business,  but  he  has  also  other 
interests  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  leader  in  all 
worth  while  phases  of  the  community’s  life. 

Charles  T.  Kurtz  was  born  at  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill 
County,  November  16,  1874,  a  son  of  the  late  J.  C.  J. 
and  Eliza  (Myers)  Kurtz.  His  father,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  on  October  20,  1835,  and  who  died  at 
Tamaqua  on  March  10,  1915,  came  to  this  country  as 
a  boy  and  at  first  lived  in  Rochester,  New  York.  He 
attended  Mercersburg  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  due  course.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  but  was  also  long  active  in  the 
stationery  business  in  Tamaqua.  Mr.  Kurtz’s  mother 
was  born  in  York  County,  July  25,  1836,  and  died  at 
Tamaqua,  September  16,  1919.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  J. 
Kurtz  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Henry 
M.,  now  deceased.  2.  Alfred  J.,  now  deceased.  3. 
William  M.,  now  deceased.  4.  Lucy  W.,  a  resident  of 
Reading.  5.  Charles  T.,  of  whom  further.  6.  Mary 
A.,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Kurtz  received  his  education  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Tamaqua  and  was 
graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in  1891.  He 
then  was  engaged  in  electrical  work  for  several  years. 
In  1894,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  came  to  Clear¬ 
field  and  established  himself  in  the  retail  stationery 
business.  He  met  with  success  from  the  beginning 
and  later  branched  out  into  the  wholesale  stationery 
business.  His  business  now  occupies  a  fine  modern 
four-story  brick  building,  having  some  6,500  square 
feet  of  floor  space,  and  being  fully  equipped  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Here  Mr.  Kurtz  specializes 
in  the  manufacture  of  school  supplies  and  especially 
those  made  of  paper.  He  has  a  complete  and  mod- 
ernly  equipped  printing  plant  for  commercial  and 
other  types  of  printing.  In  recent  years  he  has  had 
the  satisfaction  of  having  all  three  of  his  sons  asso¬ 
ciated  in  business  with  him.  Mr.  Kurtz  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Clearfield  Trust  Company,  the  Clear¬ 
field  County  Fair  Association  and  the  Clearfield  Park 
Association  and  Grandstand  Company.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  has  been  interested  in  coal  mining, 
being  general  manager  and  the  treasurer  of  the 
Moshannon  Smithing  Coal  Company.  His  interest  in 
civic  affairs  finds  expression  in  his  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  work  of  the  Clearfield  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  of  the  board  of  governors  of  which  organiza¬ 
tion  he  has  been  a  member  since  it  was  formed.  He 
also  helped  to  organize  the  local  chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  has  served  on  its  board  since 
its  organization  and  as  chairman  of  the  chapter  for 
two  years.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Clearfield 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  a  member  of 
the  Rotary  Club.  For  many  years  prominently  active 
in  Masonic  affairs,  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  member  of  the 
various  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including  Williams¬ 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He 
also  maintains  membership  in  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Altoona. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Kurtz  married,  April  18,  1900,  Pauline  L. 
Stutz,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kurtz  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Charles  T.,  Jr.,  who  is  manager  of  the  retail  stationery 
store  founded  many  years  ago  by  his  father.  2.  Rob¬ 
ert  M.,  who  is  sales  manager  of  the  wholesale  branch 


of  the  business.  3.  John  L.,  who  is  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  of  his  father’s  manufacturing  plant. 


JOHN  C.  MORGAN — Active  in  business  and 
banking  in  Canonsburg,  Washington  County,  John  C. 
Morgan  acquired,  in  a  life  covering  more  than  seventy 
years,  a  position  of  leadership  in  local  affairs,  liberally 
contributing  to  the  well-being  of  his  native  Common¬ 
wealth.  As  a  merchant  and  a  commercial  worker, 
as  a  public  servant,  as  a  participant  in  social  and 
civic  life,  he  came  to  be  widely  known  for  his  manner 
of  handling  important  situations  and  dealing  with  his 
fellowmen,  and  for  his  faithful  discharge  of  the  obli¬ 
gations  committed  to  him.  He  had  many  friends, 
and  was  dearly  loved.  His  kindliness,  generosity  and 
fine  spirit  of  fair  play  were,  moreover,  a  power  for 
lasting  good  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bridgeville,  on  October  28,  1846;  and  it 
was  in  that  Allegheny  County  community  that  he 
passed  his  early  years.  His  parents  were  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Hindman)  Morgan.  His  father  was  born 
on  the  Bridgeville  farm  referred  to  above,  later  re¬ 
moving  to  Canonsburg,  where  he  died  in  1898,  in  his 
ninetieth  year.  The  family  from  which  Mr.  Morgan 
was  descended  was  an  old  and  honored  one,  this 
branch  being  of  Welsh  stock  and  having  been  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  region  of  Pennsylvania  from  Colonial 
days.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Hindman)  Mor¬ 
gan  was  born  in  Washington  County,  member  of  a 
pioneer  family  of  Union  Township,  and  died  in  1869, 
aged  sixty-three  years. 

Bridgeville  was  a  suburb  of  Pittsburgh;  and  John 
C.  Morgan,  of  this  review,  finished  his  schooling  in 
the  academy  at  Mansfield  (now  Carnegie),  and  be¬ 
came  a  practical  farmer.  Soon  he  interested  himself, 
however,  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  as  a  young  man 
went  West.  In  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  he  was  engaged 
in  merchandising,  later  becoming  connected  with  the 
railway  service.  In  1878  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  Canonsburg  went  into  the  dry  goods  business, 
a  line  in  which  he  remained  until  his  election  to  the 
office  of  county  treasurer  in  1903.  At  that  time  he 
sold  his  store,  and  was  thereafter,  until  his  death, 
occupied  in  the  public  service  of  the  county. 

He  was  always  active  in  Republican  party  affairs, 
taking  a  lively  interest  and  a  helpful  one  in  local 
political  work.  He  was  an  alert  business  man  and  an 
influential  member  of  the  Washington  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  In  1891  Mr.  Morgan  erected,  in  Canons¬ 
burg,  the  business  building  known  as  the  Morgan 
block,  a  four-story  structure  on  Pike  Street.  Origi¬ 
nally  the  second  floor  was  arranged  for  an  opera 
house ;  but,  following  a  disaster  in  which  several  per¬ 
sons  lost  their  lives  in  a  fire-alarm  panic,  the  building 
was  remodeled,  with  the  upper  floors  made  into  apart¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Morgan  was,  in  his  religious  affiliations, 
a  Presbyterian,  a  member  of  the  Central  Church  of 
Canonsburg  for  many  years ;  but  at  the  time  of  his 
passing,  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  this  community. 

During  the  term  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Alexander,  of 
Canonsburg,  Mr.  Morgan  served  as  deputy  treasurer ; 
and,  when  R.  G.  Lutton  was  elected  county  treas¬ 
urer,  Mr.  Morgan  was  retained  as  the  deputy.  The 
Washington  “Observer,”  in  commenting  upon  his 
work  at  the  time  of  his  passing,  said  of  his  public 
activities : 

As  an  official  he  was  efficient  and  courteous,  and 
was  faithful  to  his  trust,  being  at  the  office  every  day. 
He  made  friends  rapidly,  and  was  popular  about  his 
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courthouse  offices,  frequently  having  business  with 
officials,  deputies  and  clerks,  and  on  these  occasions 
always  went  in  with  a  smile  and  some  pleasant  greet¬ 
ing.  .  .  .  As  treasurer  and  as  deputy  treasurer,  he 
came  into  contact  with  hundreds  of  Washington  County 
citizens,  and  his  friends  in  this  county  were  legion. 

Mr.  Morgan  also  had  other  business  affiliations, 
having  been  vice-president  of  the  Citizens’  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Canonsburg,  one  of  the  leading  banking  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  town,  and  having  been  connected  with 
the  Canonsburg  Pottery,  a  large  manufacturing 
house. 

On  April  1,  1886,  Mr.  Morgan  married  Clara  Wil¬ 
son.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  daughters  and 
a  son:  1.  James  W.  Morgan,  who  was  graduated 
from  the  Canonsburg  High  School,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  the  Citizens’  Trust  Company,  of  this 
place.  2.  Edna  H.,  who  is  the  widow  of  the  late  W. 
A.  Shaw,  also  a  graduate  of  the  local  high  school, 
who  later  attended  Wilson  College ;  she  has  three 
children:  Sarah,  Helen,  and  Billie.  3.  Edith  M., 
who  became  the  wife  of  E.  S.  Croft,  of  Canonsburg ; 
she,  too,  was  graduated  from  high  school  here  and 
attended  Wilson  College,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren :  Edwin,  John,  and  Clara.  4.  J.  Clara,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  high  school  and  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School;  she  became  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Shanard,  a 
retired  banker,  now  living  at  Bridgewater,  South 
Dakota,  and  they  have  a  son,  John  Morgan  Shanard. 
5.  Florella,  a  high  school  graduate  who  later  studied 
at  the  Western  College  for  Women,  Oxford,  Ohio; 
she  became  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Gille,  who  is  associated 
with  the  Dravo  Construction  Company,  of  Pittsburgh  ; 
they  have  a  daughter,  Jane  M.  Gille. 

Mrs.  Morgan  herself  was  graduated  from  the 
Washington^  High  School  in  1876,  later  taking  a 
course  at  Washington  Seminary.  She  has  long  been 
helpful  through  her  work  in  the  social  and  cultural 
activities  of  her  community,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  an  officer  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  serving  as  regent  of  the  local  chapter. 
She  is  a  past  president  of  the  local  Shakespeare  Club. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  whose  work  she  has  been  a  leader.  Born 
in  Washington,  August  28,  i860,  she  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  H.  and  Phoebe  (Minton)  Wilson.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  the  nearby  county  of  Fayette,  and 
lived  his  later  life  in  Illinois.  He  was  at  one  time 
widely  known  as  proprietor  of  the  old  Wilson  Mills, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington.  He  was  a  Republican, 
and  long  a  constable  of  Washington.  Later  he  farmed 
and  dealt  in  livestock.  The  Mintons,  Mrs.  Morgan’s 
maternal  forebears,  were  also  prominent.  Her  mother, 
Mrs.  Phoebe  (Minton)  Wilson,  was  born  in  Pros¬ 
perity,  Washington  County,  and  died  in  Washington, 
aged  sixty-three  years,  daughter  of  Captain  Mathias 
and  Sarah  (Lindley)  Minton.  Captain  Mathias  Min¬ 
ton  was  a  substantial  farmer  in  the  Prosperity  vi¬ 
cinity;  and  he  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Caleb  Lindley,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  were  members 
of  the  Lower  Buffalo  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  death  of  John  C.  Morgan,  on  December  15, 
1920,  at  his  home  in  Canonsburg,  removed,  in  the 
words  of  the  Washington  “Observer,”  “one  of  Can- 
onsburg’s  best  known  and  most  progressive  citizens 
and  a  man  widely  known  throughout  the  county.” 
His  contributions  to  community  well-being  were  many, 
his  life  was  beautifully  lived ;  and  his  memory  lives 
on,  a  source  of  inspiration  to  those  who  knew  him 
and  a  force  for  good  in  their  lives. 


WILLIAM  C.  KIBLER— It  is  conceded  by  tht 
people  of  Girard,  Erie  County,  that  no  individual  en¬ 
gaged  in  its  business  activities  has  been  more  sincere 
or  successful  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  prosperity 
and  welfare  of  the  community  than  William  C.  Kibler, 
assistant  cashier  of  the  R.  S.  Battles  Bank.  Mr. 
Kibler  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  fami¬ 
lies  of  this  district  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  possessed 
of  a  stability  of  character  that  has  been  a  guarantee 
of  honorable  dealing  throughout  his  long  and  suc¬ 
cessful  career.  He  has  served  the  people  well  in  im¬ 
portant  public  positions  and  has  displayed  his  patriot¬ 
ism  at  all  times ;  he  has  been  a  consistent  advocate  of 
progress  and  development  and  is  said  to  be  the  heaviest 
investor  in  real  estate  in  Girard.  For  more  than 
sixty  years  he  has  been  associated  with  the  institu¬ 
tion  where  he  began  his  business  career. 

Born  in  Girard,  Erie  County,  February  15,  1854,  he 
is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Eva  (Hechtman)  Kibler, 
natives  of  Germany.  The  Hechtman  family  settled 
in  Erie  in  1831,  and  were  among  the  first  to  introduce 
here  the  religious  faith  of  Martin  Luther.  Frederick 
and  Eva  (Hechtman)  Kibler  were  the  parents  of 
nine  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  latter  both  deceased. 
Of  the  nine  sons,  five  still  survive,  averaging  over 
eighty-two  years  of  age.  Two  of  the  nine  brothers 
died  in  service  in  the  Civil  War.  William  C.,  one  of 
these  sons,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Girard  and  when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age 
entered  the  service  of  the  R.  S.  Battles  Bank.  He 
never  severed  his  connection  with  this  institution, 
which  began  in  1871.  The  bank  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  Pennsylvania,  having  received  its  charter  in  1859, 
when  it  was  organized  by  R.  S.  Battles  and  Henry 
M.  Webster  and  began  business  as  the  private  bank  of 
Battles  and  Webster.  It  was  conducted  under  this 
title  until  1877,  when  Mr.  Webster  died  and  when  it 
was  renamed  the  R.  S.  Battles  Bank,  as  it  has  been 
since  known.  The  official  personnel  today  is :  C.  E. 
Battles,  president ;  C.  F.  Webster,  cashier ;  William 
C.  Kibler,  assistant  cashier.  Mr.  Kibler,  in  addition 
to  his  work  in  the  bank,  has  long  been  engaged  in 
realty  operations  and  general  development  enterprises. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  an  active  participant 
in  all  Liberty  Loan  and  other  campaigns  instituted  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  military  activities.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Lake  Erie  Foundry,  and  president 
and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Erie  Casket  Com¬ 
pany,  also  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Erie  City  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Erie.  He  is  fraternally  affili¬ 
ated  with  Lake  Erie  Lodge,  No.  347,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  lodge  he  has  been  Master 
and  has  served  for  forty  years  as  treasurer.  He  is 
also  a  Past  High  Priest ;  a  member  of  the  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  a  member  of 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 

William  C.  Kibler  married  (first),  in  1882,  Sophia 
Croft,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  Wil¬ 
liam  F.,  Edward  A.  and  Lloyd  W.,  the  last  two 
named  having  served  with  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces  during  the  World  War.  Mr.  Kibler 
married  (second)  Ellen  A.  Pettibone,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  two  children :  Charles  P.  and  Richard 
G.  The  former,  Charles  P.  Kibler,  died  during 
service  in  the  World  War.  The  family  residence  is 
in  Girard,  where  Mr.  Kibler  has  resided  since  child¬ 
hood. 
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REV.  MICHAEL  AUGUSTINE  RYAN— For 

almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  Father  Ryan  has  been 
the  pastor  of  St.  Francis  Roman  Catholic  Church  at 
Clearfield.  His  pastorate  has  been  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful  and  he  has  greatly  extended  the  usefulness 
and  influence,  as  well  as  the  activities,  of  his  church. 
Father  Ryan  enjoys  not  only  the  liking,  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  own  congregation,  but  of  the  entire 
community,  having  many  proofs  of  his  deep  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  town,  its  people  and  its  insti¬ 
tutions.  He  can  always  be  counted  upon  for  his  ener¬ 
getic  and  generous  support  of  any  movement  or  enter¬ 
prise  which  promises  to  further  civic  progress  and 
which  appears  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  town. 

Michael  Augustine  Ryan  was  born  at  Newburg, 
New  York,  February  15,  1865,  a  son  of  Thomas  C. 
and  Bridget  (Fogarty)  Ryan,  both  natives  of  Ireland 
and  both  now  deceased.  His  father  was  a  surveyor 
and  in  following  his  profession  visited  many  States 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Ryan  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  1.  Edward.  2.  Cor¬ 
nelius  V.  3.  Daniel  B.,  now  deceased.  4.  Anna  M., 
who  makes  her  home  with  Father  Ryan,  acting  as  his 
housekeeper.  5.  Thomas.  6.  Michael  Augustine,  of 
whom  further.  7.  Alice  S.  8.  Mary,  now  deceased. 
Father  Ryan  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Newburgh,  New  York,  and  then  attended 
successively  Niagara  University  at  Niagara  Falls, 
New  York,  and  Manhattan  College,  the  latter  in  New 
York  City.  Next  he  studied  philosophy  at  St.  Joseph’s 
College  in  Troy,  New  York,  and  then  took  up  the 
study  of  theology  at  St.  Bona  venture’s  College  at 
Allegheny,  New  York.  Ordained  to  the  priesthood 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  on  July  19,  1896,  by 
the  Most  Rev.  Bishop  Tobias  Mullen  of  the  Erie 
Diocese,  Father  Ryan  was  chancellor  for  one  year  and 
secretary  to  Bishop  Mullen.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Roman  Catholic  parish 
at  East  Brady,  Clarion  County,  where  he  remained 
for  ten  and  one-half  years,  doing  excellent  work  and 
becoming  very  popular  with  his  parishioners  as  well 
as  with  the  entire  community.  On  December  15, 
1907,  Father  Ryan  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Francis 
Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Clearfield,  where  he  has 
continued  to  serve  in  this  capacity  since  then.  He 
has  remodeled  the  church  building  twice  and  in  1926 
built  a  large  convent,  generally  regarded  as  the  best 
convent  building  in  western  Pennsylvania.  Prior  to 
that,  in  1908,  he  brought  into  existence  the  Calvary 
Cemetery  at  Clearfield.  Father  Ryan  is  not  only  a 
very  impressive  preacher  and  a  very  successful  spir¬ 
itual  advisor  to  his  flock,  but  an  exceptionally  capable 
administrator,  a  fact  well  shown  by  the  growth  which 
his  parish  has  enjoyed.  His  outstanding  work  for 
the  benefit  of  the  parish  and  community  has  been  in 
building  up  the  parochial  schools.  The  high  school 
now  has  about  one  hundred  students  and  the  grade 
school.  385.  The  high  school  is  a  State  credit  high 
school,  teaches  all  high  school  branches  and  offers  a 
full  four-year  course.  Ever  since  coming  to  Clear¬ 
field  he  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  all  worth 
while  civic  movements  and  as  a  result  his  position  in 
the  community  is  one  of  importance  and  influence. 
For  it  is  generally  recognized  that  his  work  has 
benefited  not  only  his  own  congregation,  but  the 
entire  town. 


JOHN  HOLMES  MURRAY,  M.  D.  — A  native 
of  Jefferson  County,  John  Holmes  Murray,  M.  D., 
has  served  well  his  native  State  as  a  medical  prac¬ 


titioner  ;  and,  specializing  in  the  diseases  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  stomach,  he  has,  since  1911,  been  engaged 
in  his  professional  practice  in  Punxsutawney. 

Dr.  Murray  was  born  March  26,  1867,  on  a  farm  in 
Gaskill  Township,  Jefferson  County,  son  of  Valicious 
and  Amelia  (Campbell)  Murray.  His  father,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  ten 
years,  and  was  a  farmer  and  a  contractor  over  a 
period  of  many  years.  The  mother  was  a  native  of 
Jefferson  County,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Campbells 
of  Scotland.  Her  ancestors  came  to  Pennsylvania  in 
1746.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  There  was  a 
family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Dr.  Murray,  of  this 
review,  was  the  fourth  born. 

In  the  public  schools,  John  Holmes  Murray,  of 
whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  received  his  early 
education;  and  completing  his  own  early  studies,  he 
began,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  teaching  school,  so  con¬ 
tinuing  thereafter  for  four  years.  Then,  for  two 
years,  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  work,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  gained  the  wherewithal  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  professional  training.  He  became, 
accordingly,  a  student  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Col¬ 
lege  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1895  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and 
as  president  of  his  class.  Afterward  he  was  for  fifteen 
years  engaged  in  medical  practice  at  Reynoldsville, 
Jefferson  County.  Then,  after  a  year  of  post-gradu¬ 
ate  study  in  the  American  Stomach  Hospital,  the 
Philadelphia  Hospital  and  the  Post-Graduate  Hos¬ 
pital  in  New  York  City,  he  settled,  in  1911,  in  Punx¬ 
sutawney,  becoming  a  stomach  specialist,  and  started 
the  Murray  Sanitarium.  In  this  specialized  field,  he 
has  continued  down  to  the  time  of  writing,  doing 
valuable  work  and  endearing  himself  to  his  fellow- 
citizens  of  his  section.  He  was  president  of  the 
Jefferson  County  Medical  Society,  represented  Jeffer¬ 
son  County  in  the  State  Medical  Society  for  twenty 
years  and  was  elected  four  years  as  a  representative 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  Society  to  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

Nor  has  he  been  content  with  medical  work  alone; 
for  Dr.  Murray  is  a  leader  in  fraternal,  social  and 
civic  affairs,  and  is  prominent  in  many  types  of  or¬ 
ganization.  In  the  business  life  of  Reynoldsville,  too, 
he  has  taken  an  outstanding  part,  having  been  the 
organizer  and  president  of  the  Reynoldsville  Brick  and 
Tile  Company,  of  that  place,  before  coming  to  Punx¬ 
sutawney  to  live.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Reynoldsville  Blue  Lodge,  of  which  he  is  Past 
Master ;  the  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  is  Past  Commander,  Williamsport  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  and  Jaffa 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  His  church  is  the  Baptist.  Dr.  Murray  was 
a  candidate  for  Congress  in  1924  and  1926,  carrying 
his  own  county  both  times  without  having  hired  a 
single  worker,  but  lost  in  the  district,  composed  of 
Jefferson,  Clarion,  Armstrong  and  Indiana  counties. 
Into  all  his  activities  and  into  the  work  of  these 
varied  organizations,  Dr.  Murray  ever  has  put  his  best 
energies ;  and  his  labors  have  counted  for  much  in 
the  Punxsutawney  community  and  in  the  professional 
world  at  large. 

Dr.  John  Holmes  Murray  married  (first),  in  1896, 
Mildred  Fuller,  who  died  in  1898;  and  he  married 
(second)  in  1905,  Nora  Kunes,  a  Virginian.  He  has 
three  children:  1.  Russell  Holmes,  of  Pittsburgh.  2. 
Virginia,  also  of  Pittsburgh.  3.  Louise. 
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MARTIN  SAMUEL  BENTZ,  Ph.  D.— The  ca¬ 
reer  of  an  educator  is  that  by  which  Martin  S. 
Bentz,  Ph.  D.,  of  Ebensburg,  Cambria  County,  has 
come  to  be  best  known  to  most  people  in  his  dis¬ 
trict.  Holding  three  degrees  from  educational  insti¬ 
tutions,  these  were  conferred  upon  him  as  earned 
and  in  recognition  of  his  learning.  After  promotion 
to  a  principalship,  which  he  held  for  a  term  of  years, 
he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools  of 
Cambria  County,  in  which  office  he  has  done  effec¬ 
tive  work  for  more  than  a  score  of  years. 

Dr.  Bentz’s  grandfather,  William  Bentz,  was  a 
worthy  farmer  near  Carlisle.  His  son,  Martin  C. 
Bentz,  fought  for  the  Union  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
for  the  latter  years  of  his  life  had  charge  of  dis¬ 
tributing  the  Singer  sewing  machine  in  his  locality. 
He  died  in  1873.  He  married  Sarah  Sweigast,  who 
died  in  June,  1880.  They  had  two  children:  1.  Grace, 
now  deceased.  2.  Martin  Samuel,  see  further. 

Martin  Samuel  Bentz,  son  of  Martin  C.  and  Sarah 
(Sweigast)  Bentz,  was  born  on  grandfather  Bentz’s 
farm  near  Carlisle,  June  11,  1874.  He  has  always 
been  of  a  studious  nature,  and  in  early  life  leaned 
towards  things  literary  and  educational.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  he  began  learning  the  printer’s  trade  in 
the  office  of  the  “Carlisle  Sentinel.”  When  he  had 
mastered  this  craft,  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  “Phila¬ 
delphia  Press”  and  was  there  two  years.  Meanwhile 
his  ambition  to  obtain  a  liberal  education  had  not 
abated.  He  attended  Albright  College  and  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of  1897, 
taking  his  Master’s  degree  at  the  same  college  in 
1899.  Entering  the  teaching  profession,  he  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  principal  of  the  South  Fork  School  ajid 
was  stationed  there  for  fourteen  years,  during  which 
time  he  did  most  commendable  work.  During  the 
summer  months  he  studied  at  Yale  University,  per¬ 
fecting  himself  in  those  subjects  in  which  he  most 
earnestly  desired  to  qualify.  It  was  in  1911  that  he 
was  chosen  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Cam¬ 
bria  County,  and  in  1922  he  was  honored  with  a 
Doctorate  of  Philosophy  from  St.  Francis’  College. 
In  1922  he  served  as  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Education  Association  and  he  has  also  filled 
at  different  times  various  important  committee  assign¬ 
ments  in  the  National  Education  Association.  He  is 
a  thirty-second  degree  Free  Mason,  affiliating  with 
Williamsport  Consistory  since  1908;  and  also  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Lu¬ 
theran  Church. 

Dr.  Bentz  married,  June  13,  1894,  Elsie  Dins- 
more  Potts,  a  native  of  Union  County,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Horace  Francis  and  Harry  News- 
ham. 


JOHN  A.  DALE — A  native  and  lifelong  resident 
of  Clearfield  County,  Mr.  Dale  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  popular  residents  of  Curwensville. 
Proof  of  his  popularity  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  he  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  his  frequent  reelection  to 
this  important  and  responsible  office  indicating  also 
that  he  has  filled  it  with  unusual  ability  and  effi¬ 
ciency  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  A  member  of  several  fraternal  organizations, 
in  all  of  which  he  is  prominently  active,  Mr.  Dale 
has  also  taken  for  many  years  a  deep  interest  in  the 
work  of  his  church.  Indeed,  whatever  affects  the 
welfare  of  the  community  always  commands  his  in¬ 
terest 


John  A.  Dale  was  born  in  Clearfield  County,  June 
13,  1866,  a  son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Christina  (Esau) 
Dale.  His  father,  who  died  in  July,  1931,  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  during  which  he  served 
with  Company  D,  149th  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  The 
eldest  of  his  parents’  ten  children,  Mr.  Dale  received 
his  education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools 
of  Clearfield  and  then  taught  school  for  ten  years 
in  Clearfield  County.  In  1899  he  was  elected  for  the 
first  time  justice  of  the  peace  at  Curwensville,  and 
ever  since  then  he  has  been  reelected  to  this  office, 
in  which  he  has  made  an  enviable  record.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order;  the  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon;  Lodge  No.  821,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  for  twenty-five  years;  Curwensville  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  has  also  been  sec¬ 
retary  for  twenty-five  years;  and  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  the  Sunday  school 
of  which  he  has  been  superintendent  for  the  last 
ten  years. 

Mr.  Dale  married,  August  31,  1893,  Abbie  Hile. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  1.  J.  Thomas.  2.  Christina,  wife  of  Claude  J. 
Bloom,  of  Curwensville.  3.  Eva,  wife  of  C.  Victor 
Kirk,  of  Curwensville. 


JOHN  T.  BELL,  D.  D.  S. — War  interrupted  the 
studies  of  John  T.  Bell,  dentist,  who  has  been  in  prac¬ 
tice  in  Punxsutawney  since  1921,  and  he  served  with 
high  credit  and  ability  with  the  military  forces  of  his 
country. 

He  was  born  at  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County, 
December  26,  1895,  a  son  of  Dr.  George  R.  Bell,  a 
practicing  dentist,  and  Hattie  I.  (McGee)  Bell,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  became  the  parents 
of  five  children:  1.  Lola,  deceased.  2.  Lillian.  3. 
Ellen,  married  Dr.  W.  C.  Keller,  president  of  Grove 
City  College.  4.  John  T.,  of  whom  further.  5.  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  married  Charles  Rufner,  of  Stony  Brook, 
Long  Island,  New  York. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
Dr.  Bell  entered  the  service,  then  being  a  graduate 
of  the  public  schools  and  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  His  first  military  service  was  with 
the  motor  transport  branch  of  the  French  Army, 
from  which  he  was  transferred  to  the  Motor  Trans¬ 
port  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army  on  October 
1,  1917.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  and  on 
October  29,  1918,  was  commissioned  a  second  lieu¬ 
tenant.  He  served  overseas  with  the  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces  and,  when  the  Armistice  put  an 
end  to  hostilities,  he  was  in  command  of  the  first 
motor  transport  unit  that  returned  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  Newport  News,  Virginia,  June  9, 
1919.  Ten  days  later,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  he 
was  honorably  mustered  out  of  the  military  service. 
He  then  returned  to  his  studies  and  was  graduated 
from  the  dental  school  of  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1921,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Dental  Surgery.  He  then  returned  to  Punxsutawney 
and  established  himself  in  practice,  and  has  since  been 
so  engaged  in  this  city.  He  is  on  the  staff  of  both 
the  Adrian  and  the  Punxsutawney  hospitals.  In  the 
spring  of  1926  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  cavalry  and  in  the  following  year  was 
promoted  to  captain,  commanding  Troop  L,  104th 
Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  which  has  its 
headquarters  in  Punxsutawney.  During  Captain 
Bell’s  command  of  Troop  L,  the  Commonwealth 
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built  two  new  armory  buildings,  including  a  stable 
and  administration  building. 

Dr.  Bell  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and 
is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  bodies.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Northern  Pennsylvania  Den¬ 
tal  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  Association  and 
the  American  Dental  Association. 


THEODORE  JOHNSON  —  Mechanical  engi¬ 
neering  ability,  to  which  he  added  inventive  genius, 
led  one  of  Erie’s  best  known  industrial  leaders,  Theo¬ 
dore  Johnson,  to  the  perfection  and  production  of  a 
window  screen  which  has  carried  his  name  and  that 
of  his  company,  the  Johnson  Metal  Products  Com¬ 
pany,  throughout  the  United  States  and  into  foreign 
countries.  Of  this  corporation,  one  of  the  lively 
commercial  assets  of  Erie,  Mr.  Johnson  is  president. 

Theodore  Johnson’s  gift  for  invention  is  an  in¬ 
heritance  from  his  father,  Otto  T.  Johnson,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  who  died  in  1918;  he  was  both  an  inven¬ 
tor  and  a  musician.  Mr.  Johnson’s  mother,  Annie 
Ohrman  prior  to  marriage,  was  born  in  Sweden  and 
died  in  1921.  They  came  to  this  country,  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  and  here  reared  their  family.  The  son, 
Theodore,  was  born  in  McKeesport,  January  18,  1888, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
a  business  college.  From  his  youth  on  he  showed  a 
bent  of  mind  and  taste  towards  things  mechanical,  and 
this  talent  his  parents  encouraged.  His  father,  espe¬ 
cially,  gave  him  all  the  assistance  possible,  since  they 
had  much  in  common  as  to  their  desire  to  go  forward 
along  the  lines  of  mechanics.  Originality  of  ideas 
in  the  conception  and  development  of  plans  and  pat¬ 
terns  has  been  outstanding  among  the  capacities  with 
which  both  father  and  son  have  been  so  generously 
endowed. 

Previous  to  1923,  Theodore  Johnson  followed  the 
profession  of  mechanical  engineer,  and  also  gave  rein 
to  his  penchant  for  invention,  bringing  out  a  number 
of  machines  designed  for  various  purposes.  It  was 
in  1923  that  he  perfected  the  metal  window  screen 
that  has  made  his  name  famous  in  manufacturing 
circles  and  as  another  household  word.  He  began 
in  a  small  way  to  get  out  his  screens  in  a  garage 
limited  as  to  space  and  equipment.  It  was  here  that 
he  worked  out  the  details  and  assembled  his  first 
screen.  In  the  development  of  the  business  his 
brother,  Paul  G.  Johnson  (q.  v.),  rendered  him  val¬ 
uable  assistance  almost  from  the  first.  The  two 
formed  a  copartnership  for  the  manufacture  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  products. 

In  1924  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  John¬ 
son  Metal  Products  Company,  with  Theodore  John¬ 
son  as  president,  and  he  so  continues ;  the  other 
executive  officers  being  Paul  G.  Johnson  (q.  v.), 
vice-president;  and  Robert  S.  Van  Cleve  (q.  v.), 
secretary ;  H.  S.  Wittmaak,  treasurer.  A  healthful 
increase  marked  the  progress  of  the  business,  and  in 
1925  the  company  was  forced  to  obtain  larger  quar¬ 
ters.  It  established  a  plant  at  859  East  Tenth  Street, 
Erie,  and  two  years  later,  1927,  it  was  removed  to  the 
present  location,  1316  Holland  Street.  On  this  latter 
site  it  occupied  one  floor  at  that  time ;  in  1928  it  took 
over  an  additional  floor,  and  in  1930  it  was  occupying 
three  floors  with  a  total  area  of  80,000  square  feet. 
The  plant  furnishes  employment  for  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-five  people,  who  are  intensely  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  company’s  expansion  of  good-will  by 
which  custom  is  drawn  not  only  from  all  points  of 
this  country  but  from  lands  abroad  as  well.  The 
company  has  a  private  railroad  siding  with  a  capacity 


of  four  cars.  It  provides  many  modern  arrangements 
and  attractions  for  the  health,  comfort  and  safety  of 
its  employees,  among  these  being  an  insurance  plan, 
first-aid  outfit  and  care,  and  sponsorship  of  athletics. 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  president,  has  no  outside  interest. 

Theodore  Johnson  married,  in  1911,  Kathryne  Buch¬ 
ner,  a  native  of  this  State,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren :  1.  Donald  T.,  born  April  1,  1914.  2.  David 

G.,  born  October  28,  1917.  3.  Eugenie  E.,  born 

March  27,  1919.  Mr.  Johnson’s  business  address  is 
the  same  as  the  office  of  his  business,  1316  Holland 
Street,  and  the  family  home  is  at  356  East  Twenty- 
ninth  Street,  Erie. 


LEONARD  H.  PASQUALICCHIO  — As  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Bank  of  Italy,  of  Erie,  Leonard  H.  Pas- 
qualicchio  has  found  an  opportunity  for  useful  and 
worth-while  service  to  the  city  and  community  in 
which  he  makes  his  home.  Many  business  enterprises 
have  furnished  the  background  of  his  career,  and 
have  given  him  the  experience  that  he  finds  so  valu¬ 
able  in  his  present  activities. 

Mr.  Pasqualicchio  was  born  on  April  28,  1886,  in 
Italy,  son  of  Pasquale  and  Josephine  Pasqualic¬ 
chio,  native  Italians,  the  former  of  whom  died  in 
1918,  four  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  who 
passed  from  this  life  in  1914.  The  father  was  a 
merchant  in  his  native  land.  Coming  early  in  his 
life  to  the  United  States  to  take  up  his  home,  Leon¬ 
ard  H.  Pasqualicchio,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
record,  studied  in  the  public  schools  here,  and  later 
was  a  student  at  Clarion  Normal  School.  Deter¬ 
mining  to  go  into  the  printing  business,  he  was  so 
engaged  until  1913,  when  he  came  to  Erie,  and  here 
entered  the  wholesale  grocery  business  with  his 
brother  under  the  name  of  Pasqualicchio  Brothers. 
Selling  this  enterprise  in  1919,  he  then  entered  the 
real  estate  business,  so  continuing  until,  in  1922,  he 
organized  the  banking  institution  known  as  the  Bank 
of  Italy,  at  No.  444  West  Eighteenth  Street,  Erie. 
Of  this  bank  he  has  since  been  the  president  and 
the  guiding  spirit.  It  has  a  capitalization  of  $30,000 
and  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $10,000,  with 
total  assets  amounting  to  nearly  $400,000.  Through 
his  business  ability,  it  has  come  to  occupy  a  place 
of  leadership  in  its  field  in  the  city  of  Erie  and  in 
this  region  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  time  has  gone  on,  too,  he  has  given  his  atten¬ 
tion  more  and  more  to  different  phases  of  civic  and 
social  life  in  his  community  and  State  and  his  organ¬ 
izational  affiliations  are  numerous  and  strong.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Italy  and  the  Italian  Na¬ 
tional  Society.  In  recognition  of  his  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  countrymen  he  has  been  made  a  honor¬ 
ary  member  of  the  Italy- America  Society  of  New 
York  City  and  honorary  president  of  the  Antonio 
Salandra  Society  of  Philadelphia.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Optimist  Club,  of  which  he  is  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  the  Mannerchor  Club  of  Erie,  the  Erie  Motor 
Club  and  the  National  Geographical  Society  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  During  the  World 
War  period,  he  served  in  the  different  Liberty  Loan 
drives,  and  was  “four-minute”  speaker,  receiving  a 
special  certificate  in  recognition  of  his  services  and  a 
first  degree  diploma  from  the  Italian  Government 
and  the  American  Red  Cross.  His  church  is  the 
Roman  Catholic.  Mr.  Pasqualicchio  has  served,  too, 
in  important  capacities  in  the  banking  world,  in  which 
he  is  an  accredited  leader.  He  was  at  one  time  2i 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Bankers’  Association;  and  he  has  also  done 
considerable  writing  on  professional  subjects,  having 
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prepared  articles  for  different  publications  on  banking 
in  its  varied  aspects.  One  of  his  most  interesting 
works  was  an  article  calling  for  repeal  of  the  Vol¬ 
stead  Act,  which  he  read  at  the  national  meeting  of 
American  bankers  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1930. 
To  all  his  work  and  all  his  many  affiliations  in  busi¬ 
ness,  financial,  civic  and  social  life,  he  has  regularly 
given  his  best  energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of 
devotion,  with  the  result  that  he  is  esteemed  and 
respected  as  are  few  men,  and  is  in  a  position  to 
render  more  than  ordinarily  useful  service  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Erie  and  their  institutions. 

Leonard  H.  Pasqualicchio  married,  in  1907,  Lucile 
Aquilino,  of  Italy.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been 
five  children:  1.  Leonard  H.,  Jr.,  who  spent  two 
years  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York,  and 
is  now  studying  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  2. 
Louise,  at  Mercyhurst  College.  3.  Dora.  4.  Robert. 
5.  Richard. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  ROYER— A  member  of 
the  Erie  Bar  Association,  Charles  Edward  Royer, 
well  known  attorney  of  the  city  and  county  of  Erie, 
has  been  advanced  by  his  legal  brethren  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  secretary.  His  engagement  in  this  work,  in 
addition  to  his  law  practice,  renders  him  one  of  the 
busiest  representatives  of  the  profession  in  his  imme¬ 
diate  field.  Born  in  Erie,  February  15,  1896,  Mr. 
Royer  is  the  son  of  Charles  Edward  Royer  and 
Joanna  A.  (Carney)  Royer,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  died  in  1917,  and  formerly  a  mechani¬ 
cal  draftsman;  the  latter,  born  in  Erie.  Mrs.  Joanna 
A.  Royer  has  been  the  supreme  recorder  of  the 
Ladies  Catholic  Benevolent  Association  since  its  or¬ 
ganization  over  forty  years  ago  and  is  acknowledged 
one  of  the  greatest  authorities  in  the  world  on  fra¬ 
ternal  insurance.  Charles  Edward  Royer,  the  subject 
of  this  article,  first  attended  parochial  schools  in  his 
native  city,  and  then  entered  George  Washington 
'University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  the  class  of  1920.  He  pursued  his  law 
course  in  Georgetown  University,  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1921  and 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Laws  in  1922.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Erie  County  and 
entered  practice  in  the  city  of  Erie.  Mr.  Royer  is  a 
member  of  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  and  court 
of  appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Erie  County 
and  the  supreme  and  superior  courts  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  also  as  well  as  the  United  States  Court  of 
the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania.  His  profes¬ 
sional  services  to  his  clients  are  rendered  in  his  own 
name,  his  offices  being  in  the  Erie  Trust  Building. 
It  was  in  recognition  of  his  standing  among  his  fel¬ 
low-members  of  the  bar  that  they  elected  him  secre¬ 
tary  of  their  association,  and  he  has  been  not  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  honor  thus  conferred  upon  him. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Royer  served  for  a 
term  of  seventeen  months.  He  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Meade,  being  at  the  time  a  member  of  the  33d  Field 
Artillery,  nth  Division.  He  was  commissioned  sec¬ 
ond  lieutenant,  Field  Artillery  Reserve,  April  10, 
1924,  and  is  now  a  captain,  6th  Field  Artillery,  Of¬ 
ficers  Reserve  Corps.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion,  the  “40  and  8”  Society,  the  University 
Club  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  fourth  degree. 
In  religion  he  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church. 

Mr.  Royer  married,  in  1927,  Marian  P.  Lehan,  of 
Erie,  daughter  of  Captain  John  J.  and  Mary  (Shee¬ 
han)  Lehan,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 


Mary  Joan,  born  March  9,  1930.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Royer  have  their  residence  at  No.  441  West  Eleventh 
Street,  Erie. 


ALEXANDER  PATERSON, ROBERT  BRUCE 
PATERSON — In  his  native  community  of  Clearfield, 
Robert  Bruce  Paterson  has  rendered  valuable  service 
to  the  industrial  organization  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  especially  through  his  work  in  the  brick  indus¬ 
try.  He  is  a  member  of  an  old  family;  and  both  for 
maintaining  its  fine  traditions  and  for  his  own  par¬ 
ticipation  in  Clearfield  affairs,  he  is  esteemed  and  re¬ 
spected  by  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Paterson  was  born  on  May  23,  1891,  in  Clear¬ 
field,  son  of  Alexander  and  Mary  (Wynn)  Paterson, 
and  descended  from  honorable  lines  on  both  sides  of 
his  house.  The  Patersons  came  in  1874  to  America, 
Alexander  Paterson  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
Woodland  Fire  Brick  Company,  at  Woodland,  and 
his  father  to  take  up  his  craft  of  watchmaking  at 
Osceola  Mills,  opening  a  little  shop  there.  Alexander 
Paterson  became  engaged  as  a  bookkeeper  and  drafts¬ 
man  for  the  brick  company,  and  by  independent 
study,  without  outside  help,  mastered  the  subjects 
that  were  essential  to  his  work.  As  he  had  had 
little  schooling,  he  had  to  carry  his  investigations  on 
his  own  initiative  into  realms  of  knowledge  in  which 
the  average  child  receives  a  training  under  some 
school  system.  Several  times  each  week,  for  instance, 
he  walked  from  Woodland  to  Clearfield  to  study 
Latin  at  the  Clearfield  Academy.  In  1882,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  he  entered  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege,  spending  first  a  year  in  preparatory  school  and 
then  three  years  in  the  college  proper.  In  June, 
1886,  he  was  graduated  in  law,  whereupon  he  came 
to  Clearfield  and  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon.  J. 
B.  McEnally.  Admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State  in 
January,  1887,  he  was  chosen  as  official  stenographer 
in  the  courts  of  Clearfield  County,  so  serving  for 
several  years.  Forming,  with  James  H.  Kelley,  the 
law  firm  of  Paterson  and  Kelley,  he  continued  his 
work  with  it  for  a  year.  Then,  in  1889,  he  became 
the  president  of  the  Wallacetown  Fire  Brick  Com¬ 
pany,  whose  sole  owner  he  became  ten  years  later, 
in  1899.  He  operated  the  company  until  1902,  when 
he  disposed  of  it  to  the  Harbison-Walker  Refrac¬ 
tories  Company,  of  which  he  was  made  a  director. 
He  also  was  chosen  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Isaac  Reese  and  Sons  Company,  who  owned  a  group 
of  brick  works  belonging  to  the  Harbison-Walker 
Company.  Turning  once  more,  however,  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
McEnally  and  Paterson  in  1904,  so  continuing  for 
four  years  until,  in  1908,  he  organized  the  Pater¬ 
son  Clay  Products  Company,  erecting  the  plant 
which  has  expanded  into  one  of  the  most  efficient 
organizations  of  its  kind  in  existence  in  this  county. 
Judge  Allison  O.  Smith  and  Ruben  Thompson 
were  associated  with  him  in  this  venture  at  first, 
though  he  later  bought  their  interests  and  became 
the  sole  owner.  In  his  home  he  had  a  complete 
laboratory,  in  which  he  performed  the  large  amount 
of  research  work  required  by  the  plant  that  he 
headed. 

Alexander  Paterson  married  Mary  Wynn,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  H.  and  Margaret  (Ross)  Wynn.  Mr. 
Paterson  was  born  on  December  19,  1857,  at  Airdrie, 
Scotland,  and  died  at  Clearfield  on  November  12, 
1928.  Attending  the  Scottish  schools  until  he  was 
only  ten  years  of  age,  he  worked  the  next  six  years 
at  Robert  Simpson  and  Sons’  dry  goods  store  at 
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Glasgow,  having  risen  to  the  position  of  cashier. 
Thus,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  set  out  for  the  New 
World  to  seek  his  fortunes.  As  soon  as  he  became 
of  age,  Mr.  Paterson  joined  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  had  he  lived  one  month  longer, 
he  would  have  been  awarded  a  medal  for  fifty  years 
of  continuous  membership  in  that  order.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  Clearfield  Lodge  No.  413,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  the  local  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Moshannon  Commandery,  Knights  Templar; 
Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
kite;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a  member  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Society  of  Philadelphia  and  an  associate 
member  of  the  Engineers’  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  spite  of  the  care  and  persistence  with  which  he 
developed  his  own  inherent  abilities,  Mr.  Paterson 
never  lost  sight  of  the  needs  of  his  fellowmen.  Indeed, 
his  unbelievably  wide  range  of  interests  brought  him 
in  touch  with  such  a  varied  lot  of  people  that  he 
was  continually  using  his  accomplishments  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  After  becoming  an  employer  on  a 
large  scale  he  showed  especial  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  his  workmen.  Without  any  semblance  of  giving 
charity,  Mr.  Paterson  gave  aid  and  assistance  to 
those  who  worked  for  him  wherever  and  whenever 
it  was  possible.  Others,  many  hundreds  of  them, 
who  had  no  claim  whatever  on  his  interest,  were 
also  recipients  of  his  help  in  ways  that  few  of  his 
friends  realized. 

To  Alexander  and  Mary  (Wynn)  Paterson  there 
were  born  eight  children:  1.  and  2.  Twin  girls,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  3.  Richard  S.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  4.  Robert  Bruce,  whose  name  heads  this 
review.  5.  Alexander,  Jr.,  of  Clearfield.  6.  Mary, 
who  died  in  infancy.  7.  John,  of  Harrisburg.  8. 
Ruth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Horace  H.  Lowell,  of 
Clearfield. 

Of  these,  R.  Bruce  Paterson,  of  whom  this  is 
chiefly  a  record,  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Clearfield,  afterward  at¬ 
tending  Conway  Hall  Preparatory  School.  In  1913 
he  was  graduated  from  Dickinson  College,  whereupon 
he  joined  his  father  in  the  brickmaking  plant.  A 
year  later  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  plant, 
and  in  1920  was  elevated  to  general  managership  and 
in  1928  to  the  presidency. 

Quite  aside  from  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Pater¬ 
son  has  been  active  in  civic  and  social  life  in  Clear¬ 
field,  especially  in  fraternal  and  church  work.  His 
church  is  the  Presbyterian  and  fraternally,  he  is 
affiliated  with  both  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Each 
of  the  groups  with  which  he  is  connected  has  in  some 
way  profited  by  his  helpful  participation  in  its  af¬ 
fairs;  and  Mr.  Paterson  stands  out,  a  leader  among 
men  and  a  prominent  figure  in  Clearfield  affairs. 

R.  Bruce  Paterson  married,  on  September  7,  1920, 
in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  his  wife’s  native  place,  Alex¬ 
andria  C.  Logie.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  William  Logie,  Flora  McDonald,  and  Mary 
Annie. 


WILLIAM  LARIMER  MELLON.  LL.  D.— 

The  well-known  financier,  William  Larimer  Mellon, 
of  Pittsburgh,  has  been  prominently  associated  with 
the  civic  and  industrial  affairs  of  his  city.  He  is 
the  son  of  James  Ross  and  Rachel  H.  (Larimer) 
Mellon,  and  is  a  native  of  Pittsburgh.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  scholastic  education  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Military  College,  at  Chester,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Mellon  Brothers,  real  estate  and  banking,  of  Pitts¬ 


burgh.  Later  he  became  interested  in  street  railways 
and  public  utilities,  and  he  is  now  president  of  the 
Monongahela  Street  Railway,  Pittsburgh;  chairman 
of  the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation,  as  well  as  of  other 
companies;  a  director  of  the  Mellon  National  Bank, 
Union  Trust  Company,  Union  Savings  Bank,  Stand¬ 
ard  Steel  Car  Company,  Ligonier  Valley  Railway, 
and  numerous  other  corporations.  Among  his  clubs 
are  the  Pittsburgh,  Duquesne,  and  others.  Mr.  Mel¬ 
lon  holds  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
(1928)  from  his  alma  mater,  Pennsylvania  Military 
College,  an  institution  in  which  he  is  greatly  inter¬ 
ested. 

William  Larimer  Mellon  married  Miss  Taylor,  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  they  have  their  home  estate  on 
Darlington  Road,  Pittsburgh. 


MORGAN  BOWMAN  McDONALD— The  firm 

of  McDonald,  Cray  and  McDonald  is  the  oldest  law 
firm  in  Fayette  County,  and  one  of  the  oldest  of  its 
kind  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  It  was  originally 
formed  by  James  R.  Cray  and  D.  W.  McDonald, 
the  father  of  Morgan  Bowman  McDonald,  of  Union- 
town,  the  latter  mentioned  now  being  a  member  of 
the  firm.  He  is  one  of  the  younger  coterie  of  pro¬ 
fessional  men  who  contribute  so  valuably  to  the 
reputation  and  progress  of  Uniontown.  In  the  social, 
fraternal  and  sports  circles  Mr.  McDonald  is  popular 
and  prominent,  and  in  recent  years  has  been  closely 
identified  with  all  the  activities  and  movements  which 
have  made  for  the  betterment  of  the  town  and  the 
welfare  of  its  people. 

Morgan  Bowman  McDonald  is  the  son  of  Daniel 
Webster  and  Bessie  (Bowman)  McDonald,  born  at 
Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  July  14,  1897.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in  the  local 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Uniontown  High 
School,  with  the  class  of  1914.  With  a  view  to 
achieving  a  college  career,  Mr.  McDonald  entered 
Hotchkiss  Preparatory  School,  Lakeville,  Connect¬ 
icut,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1915.  He  then 
matriculated  at  Yale  University,  but  the  entrance  of 
the  United  States  into  the  World  War,  caused  an 
interruption  in  his  scholastic  studies  for  a  time  while 
he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country.  During 
the  war  he  served  as  an  ensign  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  Upon  his  honorable  discharge  and  return  to 
civilian  life,  Mr.  McDonald  completed  his  studies  at 
Yale,  being  graduated  from  this  institution,  in  1919, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years  in 
the  Harvard  Law  School,  won  him  his  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  Law,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  that  same  year,  and 
since  August,  1922,  has  been  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  McDonald,  Cray  &  McDonald. 

Morgan  Bowman  McDonald  is  not  only  a  member 
of  the  several  courts  of  Fayette  County,  but  has  been 
admitted  to  practice  before  the  Superior  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  and 
all  Federal  courts,  including  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  His  firm,  which  consists  of  D. 
W.  McDonald,  Esq.,  James  R.  Cray,  Esq.,  D.  W. 
McDonald,  Jr.,  Esq.  and  himself,  is  engaged  in  the 
general  practice  of  the  law.  By  right  of  natural 
gifts,  thorough  preparation  and  training,  and  a  per¬ 
sonality  dynamic  and  forceful,  he  is  having  a  sub¬ 
stantial  success  in  his  practice.  A  Republican  in  his 
political  allegiance,  Mr.  McDonald  has,  since  1929, 
been  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  for  the 
school  district  of  the  city  of  Uniontown.  Fraternally, 
he  is  affiliated  with  Laurel  Lodge,  No.  651,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Uniontown  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
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tion;  and  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  Among  the  patriotic  and  genealogical 
organizations  of  which  he  is  a  member  are  Fort 
Necessity  Chapter,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion;  LaFayette  Post,  No.  51,  American  Legion, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  commander  and  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee;  and  Voiture  18,  La 
Societe  40  Hommes  et  8  Chevaux  (chef  de  gare 
Passe).  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Keystone  Fire 
Company;  Friendship  Hill  Association,  of  which  he 
is  secretary;  the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he  is  a 
former  district  trustee;  Uniontown  Country  Club; 
and  the  Harvard-Yale-Princeton  Club  of  Pittsburgh. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Uniontown,  and  is  interested  in  religious  and 
philanthropic  works. 

On  July  15,  1922,  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  Mor¬ 
gan  Bowman  McDonald  married  Ruth  Newcomb 
Greene,  the  daughter  of  William  Storrs  and  Ruth 
(Newcomb)  Greene,  and  granddaughter  of  John  Mor¬ 
ton  Greene,  founder  of  Smith  College.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McDonald  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
1.  Morgan  Bowman,  Jr.,  born  December  9,  1923.  2. 
William  Dickinson,  born  September  30,  1926.  3. 
Daniel  Webster,  III,  born  February  11,  1929.  4. 
Ruth  Newcomb,  born  March  6,  1930. 


WILLIAM  B.  RANKIN— For  nearly  seventy 
years  William  B.  Rankin  has  made  his  home  in 
Bellefonte,  Centre  County  and,  for  a  half  century 
of  this  period  has  played  an  important  role  in  the 
growth  of  this  vigorous  place.  During  the  Civil 
War  his  family  came  to  Bellefonte  where,  in  later 
years,  the  father  became  interested  in  the  insurance 
business,  an  interest  which  his  sons  was  to  share 
for  more  than  half  a  century. 

William  B.  Rankin  was  born  in  Centre  County, 
January  3,  1854,  son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Mary  E. 
(Blair)  Rankin.  The  senior  Rankin  was  a  native 
of  Franklin  County,  but  his  wife  came  from  Centre 
County.  Both  are  now  deceased.  William  B.  was 
one  of  six  children:  1.  Abbie  M.,  deceased.  2.  Wil- 
lian  B.,  of  whom  further.  3.  Sarah,  deceased.  4. 
Annie,  deceased.  5.  Carrie.  6.  John,  deceased. 

His  education  was  that  which  the  schools  of  the 
day  provided;  it  will  be  recalled  that  the  free  public 
school  system  was  in  the  beginning  of  its  develop¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Rankin  attended  Bellefonte  Academy,  the 
former  day  substitute  for  the  present  day  high 
school.  He  left  before  graduation  to  enter  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  one  of  the  town’s  merchants,  and  for  a  year 
sold  goods  over  the  counter.  His  father  had  for 
some  years  been  in  the  insurance  business  and,  while 
there  seemed  to  be  but  little  room  for  another  work¬ 
ing  along  this  line,  William  B.  became  associated 
with  his  father  and  traveled  the  county  selling  insur¬ 
ance.  With  his  gift  for  friendship,  optimistic  spirit 
and  capacity  for  concentrated  hard  wark,  William 
B.  Rankin  soon  was  successful  and  was  duly  re¬ 
warded  with  a  partnership  with  his  father.  Later  he 
purchased  his  father’s  interest  in  the  firm  and  ran 
this  insurance  business  for  nearly  fifty-five  years. 

Throughout  his  long  and  useful  career  Mr.  Rankin 
has  been  interested  in  a  wide  variety  of  activities. 
Fraternally,  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Independ¬ 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  more  than  half  a 
century;  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  Mason,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Bellefonte  Blue  Lodge,  No.  268;  Bellefonte 
Chapter,  No.  241,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Constans 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  No.  33;  Nittany 
Council,  No.  57,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 


and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Altoona.  A  civic-minded  citi¬ 
zen,  Mr.  Rankin  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his  time 
and  energy  to  the  advancement  of  Bellefonte  and 
the  betterment  of  its  people.  He  has  served  as  bor¬ 
ough  treasurer  for  four  years,  and  has  been  on  the 
school  board  for  eighteen  years,  for  a  good  part 
of  the  time  acting  as  secretary. 

On  March  27,  1878,  William  B.  Rankin  married 
Adelaide  Bailey,  a  native  of  Tioga  County,  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin  were  the  parents  of 
six  children:  1.  Lillian  B.,  deceased.  2.  Elsie  M., 
residing  at  home.  3.  Walter,  of  Camp  Hill,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  4.  John  A.,  deceased.  5.  Adelaide,  wife 
of  Preston  K.  Lytle,  of  State  College.  6.  Mary  M., 
in  business  with  her  father. 


JOHN  HAMMOND  SMITH— Since  1909,  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  April  13,  1932,  the  head  of  the 
engineering  department  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Professor  J.  Hammond  Smith  was  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  as  an  educator  and  inventor. 
He  was  the  second  oldest  member  of  the  university 
faculty  in  point  of  service;  and  was  the  inventor  of 
numerous  instruments  for  the  testing  of  materials 
and  of  the  novel  photo-sculpturing  device.  Professor 
Smith  was  a  native  of  Wellsville,  Ohio,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that  section.  He 
was  born  October  14,  1867,  the  son  of  John  William 
and  Almira  (Hart)  Smith. 

Professor  Smith  grew  up  on  a  farm,  received  the 
preliminaries  of  his  education  in  the  local  schools 
and  was  a  graduate  of  the  Wellsville  High  School. 
Matriculating  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  then 
known  as  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  was  graduated  from  the  school  of  engineering  in 
1898,  with  the  degree  of  Electrical  Engineer,  and 
also  received  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer  from  the 
same  institution.  During  a  number  of  the  subsequent 
summers  he  pursued  post-graduate  studies  at  Cor¬ 
nell  University.  From  1896  to  1910  he  was  an  engi¬ 
neer  with  the  American  Bridge  Company,  and  from 
1898  to  1909  was  superintendent  of  the  shops  of  the 
same  company.  During  this  same  period  he  was  an 
instructor  and  professor  in  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  being  raised  to  the  head  of  the  engineering 
department  in  1909,  a  post  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  connection  with  his  regular  duties,  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  seismograph  placed  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Cathedral  of  learning,  noting  the  recordings 
of  this  instrument  of  the  earth’s  tremors  and  earth¬ 
quake  shocks.  He  was  first  and  foremost  a  true 
teacher,  a  type  somewhat  rare,  and  technical  train¬ 
ing  was  with  him,  as  it  was  with  Dr.  Arnold,  of 
Rugby,  primarily  a  matter  of  personal  relationships 
with  professor  and  student.  Dean  E.  A.  Holbrook 
of  the  University,  said  of  Professor  Smith  and  his 
work:  “His  outstanding  interest  during  his  thirty- 
four  years  of  service  at  the  university  was  his  stu¬ 
dents,  many  of  whom  now  occupy  important  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  civil  engineering  field.” 

Professor  Smith  had  a  decided  flair  for  invention 
for  the  improvement  of  the  tools  with  which  men 
worked.  He  invented,  as  has  been  indicated,  many 
instruments  for  testing  materials,  also  recording  de¬ 
vices.  To  many  his  most  interesting  creation  was 
photo-sculpturing  processes  and  devices  for  material 
testing.  He  was  an  author  of  note,  having  written 
several  books  and  contributed  numerous  articles  on 
engineering  to  the  technical  periodicals. 

So  single-minded  was  the  devotion  of  J.  Ham¬ 
mond  Smith  to  his  profession  that  he  had  little  time 
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to  give  to  fraternities  and  organized  work  aside  from 
engineering  and  education.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Engineering  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  American  Society 
of  Testing  Materials,  American  Society  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Scientists,  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  En¬ 
gineering  Education,  and  a  few  others  of  similar 
character.  He,  with  his  family,  attended  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Pittsburgh,  and  was  always 
ready  to  assist  in  movements  intended  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  his  city  or  the  welfare  of  its  people.  He 
was  a  genial  kindly  man,  and  having  the  gift  of  help¬ 
fulness  won  and  held  a  legion  of  friends. 

At  Wooster,  Ohio,  on  June  25,  1919,  J.  Hammond 
Smith  married  Helen  Dalrymple,  a  native  of  Chester  - 
ville,  Ohio,  born  March  29,  1886.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  Edward  and  Evelyn  (Weiler)  Dalrymple, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Chesterville,  the  former 
on  July  21,  1862,  the  latter  on  September  10,  1865. 
Her  father  died  on  November  28,  1922.  Professor 
and  Mrs.  J.  Hammond  Smith  had  five  children,  all  of 
them  born  in  Pittsburgh:  1.  Virginia  (Smith)  Hull, 
now  widowed,  born  July  3,  1902.  2.  Lillian  Isabelle, 
born  July  24,  1905.  3.  Helen  Ileen,  born  April  9, 
1920.  4.  Evelyn  Almira,  born  February  20,  1922.  5. 
Martha  Louise,  born  September  2,  1924. 

It  was  after  attending  a  parent-teacher’s  meeting 
with  his  daughter  Ileen,  that  heart  failure  caused  his 
death  while  sitting  at  the  wheel  of  his  motor  car, 
April  13,  1932.  He  was  a  plain  and  simple  man,  un¬ 
disturbed  by  the  fever  of  ambition  for  wealth  or 
title  or  distinction.  He  was  essentially  a  teacher  and 
set  apart  by  his  fitness  to  this  work  and  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  men.  No  service  was  too  great  for  him  to 
render  others.  He  lived  intensely,  and  fired  the 
imaginations  of  the  young  men  whose  destinies  he 
was  to  affect.  His  true  monument  is  the  gratitude 
of  those  who  were  favored  by  his  tutorship.  He 
build  ed  not  only  engineers,  but  men,  for  none  who 
studied  under  him  but  went  out  into  the  world  better 
intellectually  and  morally. 


HON.  CHARLES  EDWIN  DORWORTH— A 

journalist  of  long  standing  and  wide  experience, 
Charles  Edwin  Dorworth,  of  Bellefonte,  Centre 
County,  has  in  the  last  decade  devoted  most  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  duties  as  a  public  servant 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Mr.  Dorworth  is  a  native  of 
Bellefonte,  born  September  9,  1876,  son  of  Dr.  Edwin 
S.  and  Hannah  Richards  (Jenkins)  Dorworth.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children.  Of  his  two 
sisters,  one  is  Elizabeth  H.,  now  the  wife  of  Arthur 
H.  Sloop,  of  Bellefonte,  and  the  other,  Alice  K., 
also  a  resident  of  Bellefonte.  A  younger  brother, 
William  J.,  is  district  sales  manager  for  the  General 
Electric  Company,  at  Philadelphia.  The  senior  Mr. 
Dorworth  was  a  well-known  and  beloved  physician, 
born  in  Emaus,  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylvania,  who 
died  in  1918,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Mrs.  Dorworth 
was  born  at  Blaina,  in  Wales.  She  died  in  1928, 
aged  eighty-three  years. 

Charles  E.  Dorworth  was  educated  in  the  grade 
and  high  schools  of  Bellefonte,  also  the  Bellefonte 
Academy,  and  after  trying  his  hand  for  a  short  time 
at  various  occupations  found  his  forte  in  newspaper 
work.  Until  he  retired  from  journalism,  in  1930,  Mr. 
Dorworth  played  his  part  upon  the  stage  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  news  sheets,  and  rose  and  fell  according  to  ability 
and  fortune.  When  but  eighteen  years  old,  as  a  cor¬ 
respondent  for  the  “Philadelphia  Inquirer,’’  he  trav¬ 
eled  with  and  reported  the  campaign  meetings  on  a 
state-wide  tour  in  the  interest  of  the  late  Governor 


Daniel  H.  Hastings.  Coming  as  it  did  at  the  close 
of  the  second  Cleveland  administration,  this  was  one 
of  the  most  notable  campaigns  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  Quite  a  number  of  the  young  men  of  that 
period  who  participated  as  campaign  orators  with 
General  Hastings  subsequently  rose  to  positions  of 
distinction  both  in  Pennsylvania  and  at  Washington. 
In  1899  he  went  with  the  “Philadelphia  Press”  re¬ 
maining  for  two  years;  in  1901  he  went  to  the 
“Pittsburgh  Times”  for  three  years,  a  part  of  which 
time  as  its  Washington  correspondent.  He  then  was 
recalled  by  the  “Philadelphia  Press”  to  serve  as  the 
political  editor,  under  the  brilliant  and  nationally 
famed  editor-in-chief  Charles  Emory  Smith,  former 
Postmaster  General  and  Minister  to  Russia.  In  such 
capacity  Mr.  Dorworth  wielded  a  wide  and  effec¬ 
tive  influence.  In  1909,  Mr.  Dorworth  returned  to 
Bellefonte,  purchased  the  “Bellefonte  Republican” 
and  controlled  its  policy  and  destiny  to  the  time  of 
his  sale  of  the  paper  and  plant  in  1930.  Mr.  Dor¬ 
worth,  in  politics  as  in  other  spheres  of  his  activ¬ 
ities  is  independent,  although  giving  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party.  In  his  management  of  the  “Belle¬ 
fonte  Republican”  he  edited  according  to  his  ideals 
and  beliefs,  introduced  his  own  ideas  of  presenting 
the  news,  and  created  a  newspaper  that  was  dis¬ 
tinctive  among  those  issued  in  cities  the  size  of  Belle¬ 
fonte. 

In  1921,  Governor  William  C.  Sproul  appointed 
Mr.  Dorworth  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Water 
Supply  Commission,  and  he  was  subsequently  chosen 
chairman  of  that  body.  In  1927  Governor  John  S. 
Fisher  honored  Mr.  Dorworth  with  appointment  to 
his  cabinet,  designating  him  as  secretary  of  forests 
and  waters,  in  which  capacity  he  served  four  years. 
Governor  Hastings,  in  1897,  had  appointed  Mr.  Dor¬ 
worth  to  a  position  as  stenographer  in  the  department 
of  agriculture,  of  which  what  is  now  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  forests  and  waters  was  only  a  bureau.  Little 
did  Mr.  Dorworth  dream  as  he  handled  the  stenogra¬ 
phic  work  for  the  forestry  bureau  that  the  day 
would  come,  when  it  would  become  one  of  the 
major  departments  in  the  State  government  and  that 
he  would  be  placed  at  its  head.  While  head  of  this 
large  and  important  department,  Secretary  Dorworth 
had  the  distinction  of  purchasing  for  the  State  the 
largest  acreage  of  forest  land  acquired  in  any  single 
administrative  period  in  the  history  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  Governor  Fisher  further  honored  Mr.  Dor¬ 
worth  with  appointment  to  the  State  Executive  Board. 
Mr.  Dorworth  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  State 
forest  commission,  chairman  of  the  State  geographic 
board,  chairman  of  the  State  water  and  power  re¬ 
sources  board,  member  of  the  State  sanitary  water 
board,  member  of  the  Bushy  Run  Battlefield  Com¬ 
mission,  member  ex  officio  of  the  Valley  Forge  Park 
Commission,  member  ex  officio  of  the  Erie  Harbor 
and  Park  Commission.  Few  men  have  a ;  more  com¬ 
prehensive  knowledge  of  the  natural  resources  of 
Pennsylvania,  not  only  as  found  in  its  forests  and 
streams,  but  also  the  minerals,  petroleum  and  prod¬ 
ucts  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  Dorworth  has  been  inclined  to  concentrate 
his  energies  and  time  in  the  doing  of  one  thing  well. 
He  never  has  affiliated  to  any  particular  extent  with 
lodges  and  societies.  He  is,  however,  an  honor¬ 
ary  member  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  and  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  Before  he  became  a  voter  he  enlisted  in  B  Com¬ 
pany,  5th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard, 
attaining  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  has  devoted  much 
time  and  energy  for  the  betterment  of  military  or- 
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ganization,  notably  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
American  Legion,  and  Troop  L,  103d  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  In  appreciation  of  his  efforts  in  securing 
the  erection  of  a  new  armory,  members  of  the  last 
named  group  organized  and  named  the  “Charles  E. 
Dorworth  Club  of  Troop  L”  in  his  honor.  Mr.  Dor- 
worth  has  the  gift  of  friendship;  is  keen  in  his  sym¬ 
pathetic  understanding  of  human  nature.  Generous, 
in  unostentatious  fashion,  he  comes  to  the  aid  of 
many  less  fortunate  than  himself.  He  has  always 
been  civic-minded,  a  man  who  was  ready  to  lend  a 
hand  to  promote  any  worthy  cause  or  project  which 
made  for  the  advancement  of  Bellefonte  or  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  its  citizens. 

On  November  30,  1904,  Charles  E.  Dorworth 
married  May  Sullivan  Crider,  daughter  of  Fountain 
W.  and  Adeline  (Sullivan)  Crider.  Her  father,  and 
his  father  before  him,  Philip  B.  Crider,  were  pioneer 
lumbermen,  operating  on  a  large  scale  at  various 
points  among  the  virgin  forests  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  was  born  at  Bellefonte,  August  28,  1877,  one  of 
three  children:  Burns  H.,  of  Bellefonte;  Carroll  L., 
and  herself.  Mrs.  Dorworth’s  mother  died  in  1878, 
and  Mr.  Crider,  in  1882,  married  (second)  Rebecca 
Jane  North,  daughter  of  James  North,  merchant  and 
banker  of  Juniata  County,  and  a  former  member  of 
the  State  Assembly.  Of  this  marriage  there  were 
born  Hugh  North  Crider,  of  Ventnor,  and  Mary 
Isabel,  wife  of  Charles  K.  Rath,  of  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorworth  have  two  children: 
1.  Charles  Edwin,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Lehigh  Univer¬ 
sity.  2.  Rebecca  C.,  a  student  at  Briarcliff-on-the 
Hudson,  New  York,  and  later  a  graduate  at  Miss 
Wright’s  School,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania. 


EARLE  ROBERT  FORREST— In  a  career 
replete  with  color,  adventure  and  learning,  Earle 
Robert  Forrest  has  come  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
authorities  on  the  civilization  and  history  of  the  far 
Southwest.  He  has  visited  many  of  the  prehistoric 
ruins,  pueblos,  and  Indian  tribes  of  that  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  has  published  a  number  of 
volumes  in  which  are  embodied  the  results  of  travels 
and  research,  gathered  many  times  under  great  diffi¬ 
culties  and  sometimes  at  great  personal  risk.  In  more 
prosaic  fashion  he  is  well  known  in  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  he  is  a  native  son  and  resident,  for  his  long 
connection -with  Washington  journals,  chiefly  and  at 
present  “The  Reporter”  and  “Observer.”  He  was 
born  at  Washington,  June  29,  1883,  son  of  Joshua 
Rhodes  and  Mary  (Boyle)  Forrest.  To  those  of  an 
earlier  generation  Joshua  Rhodes  Forrest  has  a 
secure  fame.  He  was  an  outstanding  attorney-at- 
law,  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Washington  County  in 
May,  1867.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  member 
of  Company  H,  87th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infan¬ 
try,  one  of  the  first  Union  regiments  to  enter  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  he  personally  was  privileged  to  be  present 
at  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  at  Appomattox 
Courthouse,  Virginia.  In  addition  to  his  professional 
activities  as  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Forrest  was  a  writer  of 
poetry  and  fiction,  historical  romances  particularly 
engaging  his  attention.  Among  the  works  of  this 
character  of  which  he  was  author  are:  “Retribution,” 
“The  Student  Cavaliers,”  “A  Tangled  Web,”  “Shift¬ 
ing  Sands,”  and  “Troubled  Waters.”  The  elder  Mr. 
Forrest  lived  until  December  28,  1927,  and  passed 
away  a  successful  and  wealthy  man,  long  since  retired 
from  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  prominently 
devoted  to  civic  and  humanitarian  enterprises. 

Earle  Robert  Forrest  received  his  academic  train¬ 
ing  in  Pennsylvania  schools  and  was  graduated  from 


Washington  and  Jefferson  College  at  Washington  in 
the  class  of  1908,  holding  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  He  then  took  post-graduate  studies  and 
work  in  forestry  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  during  the  years  1908  and  1909. 
During  his  college  years,  and  even  before,  the  spirit 
of  adventure  had  fast  hold  of  him,  and  he  began 
that  series  ot  travels  and  investigations  which  ma¬ 
tured  in  works  published  in  later  years.  He  rode 
the  cattle  ranges  of  the  Southwest,  visiting  remote 
places  known  only  to  the  cowboy  and  the  Indian 
trader.  College  vacations  and  later  expeditions  added 
to  the  sum  of  his  knowledge  of  this  little  known 
region.  From  March  3,  1910,  to  May  10,  1913,  Mr. 
Forrest  was  civil  engineer  with  Chaney  and  Arm¬ 
strong,  county  engineers  of  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania.  He  resigned  to  accept  the  post  of 
forest  ranger,  United  States  Forest  Service,  and 
from  May  19,  1913,  to  December  20,  of  that  year, 
was  located  on  the  Deerlodge  Forest,  Montana.  On 
April  2,  1914,  he  became  the  courthouse  reporter  for 
the  Washington  “Daily  News,”  continuing  in  this 
position  until  May  31,  1920.  He  then  accepted  a 
reportership  with  “The  Reporter”  of  Washington, 
which  post  he  held  from  June  15  1920,  to  December 
31,  1928.  Since  January  1,  1929,  Mr.  Forrest  has 
been  courthouse  reporter  for  “The  Reporter”  and 
“Observer,”  both  published  at  Washington.  He  also 
contributed  numerous  special  features,  chiefly  on  his¬ 
torical  subjects  to  the  “Daily  News”  and  to  the 
“Reporter”  and  “Observer”  in  later  years.  His  is 
the  happy  condition  of  the  investigator,  research 
worker  and  writer,  the  sort  of  man  who  while  a 
thorough  student  also  can  wield  a  facile,  virile  and 
interesting  pen.  His  contributions  on  travel  and  his¬ 
torical  articles  to  various  magazines  have  been  numer¬ 
ous  and  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  public  ap¬ 
proval.  Among  his  larger  published  works  are:  “His¬ 
tory  of  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,”  printed 
in  1926;  “Missions  and  Pueblos  of  the  Old  South¬ 
west,”  issued  in  two  editions  in  1929.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  one  of  these  editions,  a  special  two 
volume  issue,  was  sold  out  immediately  after  pub¬ 
lication. 

Mr.  Forrest  has  a  wide  variety  of  interests.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Sunset  Lodge,  No.  623, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  he  is  a  member  of 
Delta  Alpha  Chapter,  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  Fraternity. 
He  is  a  popular  figure  in  the  Cooper  Ornithological 
Club  of  California  when  conditions  permit  his  attend¬ 
ance.  He  also  takes  a  constructive,  although  non¬ 
political  interest  in  civic  affairs. 

On  June  29,  1909,  at  Washington,  Earle  Robert 
Forrest  married  Margaret  Bingham,  daughter  of  the 
late  Charles  Carroll  and  Etta  (Hull)  Bingham,  of 
Washington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forrest  are  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Margaret  Isobel  Forrest,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  4,  1915. 


CHARLES  EMMET  DICKEY— In  the  educa¬ 
tional  circles  of  Allegheny  County,  the  name  of 
Charles  Emmet  Dickey,  educator,  superintendent  of 
the  county  schools,  stands  for  what  is  thoroughly 
modern  and  best  in  the  public  school  system.  He 
came  to  his  vocation  with  a  thorough  training  and 
preparation,  and  a  devotion  which  made  for  achieve¬ 
ment.  He  is  a  native  of  Brothersvalley  Town¬ 
ship,  Somerset  County,  born  September  24,  1871,  the 
son  of  Ephraim  E.  and  Josephine  (Cams)  Dickey, 
members  of  pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  the 
State.  He  received  his  preliminary  schooling  in  the 
local  institutions  and  was  graduated  from  the  Cali- 
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fornia,  Pennsylvania,  Normal  School  in  1891.  In 
1919,  he  gained  his  degree,  Bachelor  of  Arts,  from 
Pittsburgh  University,  which  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in  1932;  and  he  has 
pursued  post-graduate  studies  in  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  York  City,  Harvard  University,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  and  other  colleges. 

His  professional  career  began  as  a  teacher  in  the 
rural  schools  and  ran  the  whole  gamut  of  educational 
activities  through  high  schools  and  normal  college. 
He  served  as  supervising  principal  at  Avalon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  twelve  years  and  held  a  like  post  at 
Elk  Lick.  Next  he  was  assistant  county  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  for  Allegheny  County,  from  1907 
to  1922,  and  has  been  county  superintendent  since 
1922.  Dr.  Dickey  has  made  his  way  in  life,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  regards  the  educational  world,  on  his 
own  merit  without  the  aid  of  influence  or  of  pure 
good  fortune.  He  is  first  and  foremost  a  teacher,  a 
true  teacher  of  a  type  somewhat  rare.  He  has  also 
proved  himself  an  administrator  and  the  present 
school  system  of  Allegheny  County  is  full  proof  of 
his  ability,  skill  and  devotion. 

Charles  E.  Dickey  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Education  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Edu¬ 
cation  Association,  of  which  he  was  president  in 
1926;  State  Council  of  Education;  American  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Political  and  Social  Sciences.  His  college 
fraternity  is  Phi  Delta  Kappa.  During  the  time 
when  the  United  States  was  involved  in  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Dickey  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Safety  Council,  and 
active  in  the  numerous  drives  to  secure  funds  for 
Liberty  Loans  and  humanitarian  organizations  such 
as  the  Red  Cross.  He  is  president  of  the  Ohio  Val¬ 
ley  Building  and  Loan  Association,  a  trustee  of  the 
Thomas  Patton  Institution  for  Boys,  and  chairman  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Commission  for  Studying 
Institutions  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican;  his  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  being  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  His  favorite  club  is  the 
Lions. 

On  June  10,  1896,  Charles  Emmet  Dickey  married 
Delia  M.  Boyer,  of  Elk  Lick,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  Paul  Hamilton,  Lloyd  Emmet, 
Josephine  S.,  and  Harriet  Katherine.  Professor  and 
Mrs.  Dickey  make  their  home  at  No.  1365  Sheridan 
Avenue,  Pittsburgh. 


ALBERT  A.  HORNE — As  assistant  manager  and 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Joseph  Horne  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Pittsburgh,  Albert  A.  Horne  has  long  oc¬ 
cupied  a  position  of  importance  and  esteem  among 
the  people  of  his  city  and  State.  His  business  asso¬ 
ciations  have  brought  him  into  contact  with  almost 
all  the  leading  families  of  the  city;  and  he  has  inti¬ 
mately  known,  in  a  number  of  cases,  the  members  of 
these  families  for  several  generations.  Though  he  is 
now  eighty-five  years  of  age,  he  continues  his  work 
with  the  Horne  organization,  and  is  respected  and 
loved  by  his  associates  and  by  customers  of  the  store. 

Mr.  Horne  was  born  on  October  21,  1847,  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Eliza  Ann  (Rock)  Horne.  On  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  of  the  house,  his 
forebears  emigrated  from  Bavaria  early  in  the  eight¬ 
eenth  century.  Albert  A.  Horne,  of  this  review, 
received  his  early  education  in  Somerset,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  attending  only  the  common  schools.  Between 
the  ages  of  fourteen  and  seventeen  years,  he  assisted 


in  the  store  of  John  Holderbaum,  later  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  store  of  G.  R.  Parkley,  in  Somerset. 

It  was  on  April  12,  1865,  that  he  commenced  his 
long  career  with  the  Joseph  Horne  Company,  one 
of  Pittsburgh’s  leading  stores.  This  department 
store  was  then  situated  at  Nos.  77-79  Market 
Street,  this  city.  The  Civil  War  was  then  reach¬ 
ing  its  close;  and  many  of  its  startlingly  dramatic 
events  are  as  fresh  today  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Horne 
as  they  were  when  they  happened.  His  memory, 
unusually  retentive,  makes  him  an  excellent  story¬ 
teller  and  one  whose  anecdotes  have  often  added  to 
the  history  of  the  periods  to  which  they  relate.  Par¬ 
ticularly  vivid  in  his  mind  is  the  excitement  attend¬ 
ing  the  assassination  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln, 
an  occasion  which,  incidentally,  had  its  effects  upon 
the  department  store  trade.  Throughout  the  city  oi 
Pittsburgh,  the  great  stores  had  sold  out  their  entire 
supplies  of  black  goods  at  that  time,  and  were  unable 
to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them  for  this  prod¬ 
uct,  every  available  inch  of  the  material  having  been 
used  to  drape  the  city’s  huge  buildings  in  silent 
testimony  to  the  love  of  the  people  for  the  wartime 
President. 

Until  1882,  Mr.  Horne  remained  with  the  Joseph 
Horne  organization,  but  in  that  year  resigned  his 
position  to  go  into  the  dry  goods  business  on  his  own 
account.  He  continued  for  twenty-four  years  to 
operate  his  own  business,  which  he  did  successfully, 
selling  out  his  interests  at  the  conclusion  of  that 
time.  Immediately  he  was  requested  by  his  former 
employers  to  rejoin  them;  and  he  accepted  their 
summons  in  1906.  Since  that  year,  he  has  been  con¬ 
tinuously  engaged  in  his  work  with  the  Joseph  Horne 
Company,  of  which  he  is  assistant  manager  and 
assistant  superintendent.  During  his  connection  with 
the  company,  its  increase  in  business  has  been  tre¬ 
mendous,  the  volume  reaching  a  peak  of  $23,000,000 
annually  from  a  beginning  of  $200,000,  while  the 
number  of  employees  grew  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  3,000.  In  the  whole  store,  Mr.  Home  him¬ 
self  is  a  familiar  figure  to  the  customers  and  an 
individual  dearly  beloved  by  all. 

In  addition  to  his  business  activities,  Mr.  Horne 
is  a  leader  in  civic,  social,  fraternal  and  religious 
affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  which  order  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Blue  Lodge,  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and  is  an  initiate 
of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Calvary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  member  since  1902.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  where  his  association  is 
valued  by  those  whose  ideas  are  progressive  and 
designed  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  betterment 
of  Pittsburgh.  His  partisan  affiliation  is .  with  the 
Republican  party,  whose  policies  and  principles  have 
won  his  consistent  support.  He  is  today  as  well- 
preserved  and  youthful  in  appearance  as  many  a  man 
twenty  years  his  junior,  greeting  all  the  store’s  old 
customers  as  well  as  many  of  the  newer  ones  with 
his  hearty  smile,  and  entertaining  and  enlightening 
his  friends  with  countless  stories  of  bygone  years,  as 
clear  in  his  mind  as  though  they  were  occurrences 
of  only  yesterday. 

Albert  A.  Horne  married,  in  1875,  Mrs.  Ella 
(Mason)  Palmer,  who  died  in  1913.  By  her  first 
marriage,  she  had  three  children:  William,  Mazie  J. 
and  Maude  M.  Palmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horne  had  one 
daughter,  Helen,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edward 


PENNSYLVANIA 


379 


J.  House  and  the  mother  of  three  children:  Edward, 
William  and  Helen  House.  Mrs.  House,  Mr.  Horne’s 
only  daughter,  died  in  1932. 

The  Horne  store  is,  indeed,  fortunate  in  having 
such  a  man  among  its  leading  executives,  just  as  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh  is  fortunate  in  having  him  as  one 
of  its  prominent  and  public-spirited  citizens.  His 
contribution  to  civic  and  business  life  has  been  of 
an  outstanding  character. 


W.  HARRISON  WALKER— During  thirty-six 
years  of  active  practice,  W.  Harrison  Walker  has 
risen  to  a  distinguished  position  at  the  Centre  County 
bar.  Apart  from  his  professional  connections,  how¬ 
ever,  his  services  during  the  war  and  his  prominence 
in  the  Masonic  Order  have  made  him  a  well-known 
figure  throughout  Pennsylvania  and  beyond  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  on  August  30,  1874,  at 
Salona,  Clinton  County,  a  son  of  Samuel  E.  and 
Amanda  Elizabeth  (Brungart)  Walker,  both  now 
deceased.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Mr.  Walker  received  his  education  in  Pennsylvania 
schools,  attending  the  Central  State  Normal  School 
at  Lock  Haven,  Missionary  Institute,  now  Susque¬ 
hanna  University,  at  Selinsgrove,  and  the  Dickinson 
School  of  Law  at  Carlisle,  from  which  latter  institu¬ 
tion  he  was  graduated  on  June  8,  1896,  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  On  June  9  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  before  the  courts  of  Cumberland 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  on  July  20  was  admitted 
to  the  Centre  County  courts.  On  January  12,  1903, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Superior  Court  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  on  August  31,  1906,  to  the  United  States 
Circuit  and  District  Court.  Meanwhile  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  was  well  under  way.  His  practice, 
which  centers  at  Bellefonte,  has  consisted  very 
largely  of  Orphans’  Court  work,  corporation  prac¬ 
tice,  commercial  law  and  bankruptcy.  He  possesses 
an  authoritative  knowledge  of  these  fields,  and  his 
services  are  widely  consulted  by  important  interests. 
Mr.  Walker  is  attorney  for  the  First  National  Bank 
of  State  College;  the  First  National  Bank  of  Centre 
Hall;  the  First  National  Bank  of  Howard;  the  Com¬ 
munity  Bank  of  Port  Matilda;  and  on  many  occasions 
represents  the  Bellefonte  Trust  Company  and  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Bellefonte  in  special  ca¬ 
pacities. 

Mr.  Walker  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  has 
had  no  political  ambition,  but  for  three  terms,  cover¬ 
ing  eleven  years,  held  the  office  of  burgess  at  Belle¬ 
fonte.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he  has  been  very  prom¬ 
inent,  being  a  member  and  Past  Master  of  Bellefonte 
Lodge,  No.  268,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a 
member  of  all  higher  bodies  including  Bellefonte 
Chapter,  No.  241,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mountain 
Council,  No.  9,  at  Altoona,  Royal  and  Select  Mas¬ 
ters;  PEC  Constans  Commandery,  Knights  Templar; 
No.  33,  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  and 
life  member;  and  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  has  received  that  often 
sought  but  rarely  accorded  honor,  the  thirty-third 
degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Masonic 
jurisdiction  since  September  20,  1921.  On  December 
27,  1915,  he  was  appointed  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  for  the  Twenty-first  Masonic  District,  com¬ 
prising  the  counties  of  Clearfield  and  Centre,  and  has 
served  in  that  capacity  continuously  to  the  present 
time  (1932).  Mr.  Walker  became  a  charter  member 
of  the  Nittany  Country  Club  in  1902,  and  since  1912 


has  been  secretary-treasurer  of  this  club.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Bellefonte  Kiwanis  Club,  and 
has  been  president  for  three  terms.  In  1930  he  was 
chairman  of  the  State  Kiwanis  Committee  for  under¬ 
privileged  children,  and  in  1931  was  one  of  five 
members  for  this  same  committee  for  Kiwanis  Inter¬ 
national.  In  1928  he  was  delegate  from  the  Belle¬ 
fonte  Kiwanis  Club  to  the  national  convention,  held 
in  Seattle,  Washington.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Walker’s  war-time  service  constitutes  a  special 
chapter  in  his  career.  For  a  year  and  a  half  he 
relinquished  practically  all  professional  interests  to 
devote  his  valuable  time  to  his  country’s  cause,  serv¬ 
ing  as  unselfishly  as  any  member  of  the  military 
forces.  Mr.  Walker’s  particular  job  was  in  super¬ 
intending  the  sale  of  thrift  stamps.  Centre  County’s 
quota  was  approximately  $1,000,000.  Of  all  the  coun¬ 
ties  in  the  third  Federal  Reserve  district  compris¬ 
ing  forty-eight  counties  in  eastern  and  central  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  State  of  Delaware  and  the  southern  part 
of  New  Jersey,  there  were  only  four  counties  which 
went  over  the  top,  attaining  their  full  quota  of  twenty 
dollars  per  capita  in  the  sale  of  these  small  securities. 
Centre  County  was  one  of  the  four,  and  its  achieve¬ 
ment  in  reaching  the  sum  fixed  was  due  in  large  part 
to  Mr.  Walker’s  efforts.  He  gave  his  time  and  effort 
with  rare  fidelity  to  the  task  he  had  undertaken, 
directing  the  campaign  in  Centre  County  with  con¬ 
spicuous  success.  The  value  of  his  services  was  well 
appreciated  by  the  government,  and  after  the  war 
he  was  appointed  assistant  to  the  director  of  the  War 
Loan  organization  of  the  third  Federal  Reserve  dis¬ 
trict.  It  was  necessary  for  the  War  Loan  organiza¬ 
tion  to  remain  in  existence  for  some  little  time, 
and  until  he  severed  this  connection  in  July,  1924, 
Mr.  Walker  traveled  all  over  the  third  Federal 
Reserve  district  from  his  headquarters  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Reserve  Bank  in  Philadelphia.  Today  he  may 
look  back  on  his  interesting  service  of  that  period 
with  modest,  but  completely  justifiable  pride. 

On  September  25,  1901,  at  Pleasantville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  Walker  married  (first)  Caroline  E.  Hoff¬ 
man,  who  died  on  September  15,  1907.  He  married 
(second),  on  August  30,  1912,  Lottie  Robb,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Alice  Robb.  Three  children  were  born 
of  the  second  marriage:  1.  Mary  Louise,  born  May 
6,  1914.  2.  Charlotte  Jane,  born  January  5,  1916.  3. 
Helen  Elizabeth,  born  March  30,  1920,  died  on  March 
29,  1922. 


CARLTON  A.  ROBERTS — During  sixteen  years 
of  active  educational  work,  Carlton  A.  Roberts  has 
taught  largely  in  Pennsylvania  schools,  serving  now 
as  supervising  principal  and  secretary  of  the  school 
board  of  the  Lewisville  Borough  School  District  in 
Potter  County.  Mr.  Roberts’  record  and  experience 
fully  qualify  him  for  the  responsible  position  he  holds 
and  his  work  here  has  met  with  marked  public  favor. 

Born  at  Rupert,  Columbia  County,  in  1894,  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a  son  of  Clarence  and  Dora  (Rauch) 
Roberts.  His  mother  is  descended  of  a  family  which 
was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Northampton  County. 

Carlton  A.  Roberts  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  grade  schools  of  Bloomsburg.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  attended  Bloomsburg  High  School  and 
Bloomsburg  State  Teachers  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1914,  and  took  post-graduate  work 
at  Mansfield  State  Teachers  College.  He  began  his 
career  as  an  educator  in  the  New  Jersey  schools, 
but  after  two  years  became  principal  of  the  schools 
at  Elysburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for  an 
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equal  period.  In  1920  he  became  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  schools  at  Austin,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1923 
came  to  the  Lewisville  Borough  School  District  as 
supervising  principal  and  secretary  of  the  school 
board.  The  high  school  of  this  district  is  the  only 
vocational  school  in  Potter  County  with  a  complete 
course  in  vocational  agriculture  and  home  ecomonics 
and  is  thus  well  equipped  to  serve  a  principal  need  of 
the  people  of  this  section.  Mr.  Roberts  has  adminis¬ 
tered  the  duties  of  his  position  with  careful  efficiency 
and  is  largely  responsible  for  the  high  reputation 
which  the  schools  of  the  district  now  enjoy. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Education  Association,  and  has  been  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  State  conventions  of  the  association  for  over 
five  years.  Apart  from  his  professional  connections, 
he  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Lewisville  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  has  been 
Master,  and  in  addition  is  a  member  of  various 
higher  bodies  in  the  order,  including  Lewisville  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  Valley  of  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  worships  with  his  family  in  the 
Methodist  faith. 

In  1915,  Carlton  A.  Roberts  married  Mildred 
Lore,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Doris,  now  attending  high  school.  2.  Harold,  in 
grade  school.  The  residence  of  the  family  and  Mr. 
Roberts’  office  are  situated  at  Ulysses. 


ARAMINTA  M.  McLANE,  Carnegie  Free 
Library,  McKeesport — An  institution  which  has 
done  its  full  share  in  upholding  the  cultural  level 
of  the  McKeesport  vicinity  and,  for  that  matter,  of 
western  Pennsylvania,  is  the  McKeesport  Free  Pub¬ 
lic  Library,  of  which  Araminta  M.  McLane  is  the 
librarian.  She  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  library 
work,  having  been  made  librarian  of  this  institution 
in  1922  and  having  served  for  a  number  of  years 
before  that  time  in  other  libraries.  Doing  everything 
in  her  power  to  interest  the  people  of  the  McKees¬ 
port  community  in  good  reading  and  to  satisfy  their 
wants  and  needs  with  respect  to  books,  Miss  Mc¬ 
Lane  has  won  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  those 
with  whom  she  has  come  in  contact  in  this  city  and 
district. 

She  was  born  in  Wellsville,  Ohio,  a  city  on  the 
Ohio  River,  just  across  the  State  line  between  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  and  about  forty-eight  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Pittsburgh,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Cynthia 
M.  McLane.  Araminta  M.  McLane  received  her  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  her  native  State, 
and  upon  being  graduated  from  high  school  at  East 
Liverpool,  Ohio,  a  few  miles  northeast  of  her  native 
city,  she  became  a  student  at  the  State  Normal 
School,  Indiana,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania.  She 
remained  in  this  institution  for  five  years,  preparing 
herself  for  her  career  as  teacher  and  librarian,  serv¬ 
ing  as  librarian  while  at  the  normal  school,  and  later, 
in  the  same  capacity,  in  the  Temple  University,  Li¬ 
brary,  Philadelphia.  Since  her  graduation  Miss  Mc¬ 
Lane  has  been  engaged  successfully  in  both  pro¬ 
fessions,  teaching  and  librarianship.  For  a  time  she 
taught  school  and  was  librarian  in  East  Liverpool, 
Ohio.  Her  total  period  of  service  at  the  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  State  Normal  School  covered  eleven 
years,  while  her  service  in  the  public  library  at 
East  Liverpool  amounted  to  five  and  one-half  years. 

It  was  in  January,  1922,  that  Miss  McLane  became 
library  chief  at  the  McKeesport  Free  Public  Library, 
and  from  the  very  outset  she  was  successful  in  meet¬ 


ing  the  special  reading  requirements  and  problems  of 
the  McKeesport  people,  as  well  as  in  winning  their 
friendship  and  support.  When  she  came  here,  in  1922, 
the  library  contained  14,125  volumes;  and  in  1931, 
it  consisted  of  28,759  volumes.  The  circulation  in 
1922  was  61,162,  but  since  that  time  it  has  had  a 
steady  growth;  1925,  33,060;  1926,  39,457;  1927,  63,- 
210;  1928,  83,390;  1929,  85,479;  1930,  8 1  ,oi  1 ;  1931, 
io5,377-  Attendance  in  1928  totaled  upwards  of  113,- 
000;  in  1929,  114,956;  in  1930,  107,878;  in  1931,  135,- 
893.  Along  with  her  work  as  librarian,  Miss  Mc¬ 
Lane  has  established  a  story  hour  and  book  week, 
and  has  trained  ten  girls  in  the  work  of  the  library. 
A  thoroughly  up-to-date  librarian  in  every  way,  she 
has  organized  the  Popular  Library  Reading  Club. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  American  Library  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Association,  the  Li¬ 
brary  Club  of  Pittsburgh  and  Chapter  No.  40,  of  Mc¬ 
Keesport,  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

Under  her  management  the  McKeesport  Library 
has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  and 
has  greatly  increased  its  influence  and  usefulness. 
This  library,  situated  at  Union  and  Carnegie  streets, 
McKeesport,  was  built  on  a  piece  of  land  donated 
by  the  heirs  of  the  Oliver  Evans  estate  in  May,  1901, 
amounting  to  about  one  and  one-half  acres  in  area. 
In  1902  the  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  more 
than  $50,000,  the  first  $50,000  having  been  contributed 
by  Andrew  Carnegie  and  the  rest  having  been  raised 
by  citizens  of  McKeesport.  Prior  to  this  time  the 
library  was  a  small  institution,  and  was  situated  in 
the  building  of  the  National  Bank  of  McKeesport. 
The  librarian  for  many  years  was  Margaret  Mc¬ 
Clure,  now  deceased,  and  the  prime  movers  in  the 
upkeep  of  the  library  were  the  members  of  the 
Woman’s  Club.  The  library  experienced  a  small  but 
steady  growth  from  the  start.  For  a  number  of 
years  it  was  headed  by  James  Evans,  who  filled  the 
position  of  first  president.  The  members  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  in  1931,  were:  Judge  T.  C.  Jones,  pres¬ 
ident;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Calhoun,  vice-president;  R.  L.  Mc¬ 
Carty,  treasurer  M.  G.  Webb,  Secretary;  also  City 
Solicitor  Harry  M.  Jones;  Dr.  J.  B.  Richey,  super¬ 
intendent  of  McKeesport  schools;  Mayor  George 
H.  Lysle;  J.  D.  Evans  and  Albert  F.  Johnson,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  city  council;  Mrs  F.  H.  Emerson,  Miss 
Addie  Gibson,  Miss  Edna  Taylor,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cole¬ 
man,  Milnor  P.  Clark,  and  Edgar  M.  Mack. 

In  addition  to  her  important  work  as  librarian 
for  the  McKeesport  Free  Public  Library,  Miss  Mc¬ 
Lane  is  active  in  the  city’s  social  affairs,  being  a 
member  of  the  Alpha  Sigma  Tau  Fraternity,  the 
Women’s  Relief  Corps,  the  Ladies  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Century  Club  (of  In¬ 
diana,  Pennsylvania),  and  the  Central  Presbyterian 
Church  of  McKeesport.  At  one  time  she  belonged 
to  the  Madrigal  Club,  a  glee  club  for  women,  and 
was  one  of  its  principal  supporters.  She  makes  her 
home  at  No.  1418  Versailles  Avenue,  McKeesport. 


HON.  DAVID  AIKEN  REED— Now  serving  his 
second  full  term  as  United  States  Senator  from 
Penns ylvania,  Hon.  David  A.  Reed,  of  Pittsburgh, 
first  donned  the  toga  before  he  was  forty-two.  In 
the  ten  years  that  have  elapsed  since  he  took  his 
seat,  he  has  risen  to  the  front  rank  of  the  Republican 
membership  and  has  impressed  upon  our  national  life 
his  learning,  ability  and  personality.  He  has  had 
much  to  do  with  the  enactment  of  most  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  legislation  that  has  come  before  the  upper  body 
of  the  Congress  during  his  terms. 
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Few,  indeed,  have  been  the  Senators  of  recent 
time — those  even  his  senior  in  years  and  length  of 
service — whose  careers  have  been  so  outstanding  for 
aggressive  Republicanism,  legislative  capacity,  and 
staunch  support  of  the  administration  when  con¬ 
trolled  by  his  party. 

Senator  Reed  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  United 
States  Officers  Reserve  Corps,  and  served  as  a 
major  of  artillery  in  the  World  War  overseas.  He 
was  a  United  States  delegate  to  the  London  Naval 
Conference  in  1930. 

The  family  from  which  Senator  Reed  came  has 
long  been  resident  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  has 
been  prominently  represented  in  the  professions.  Dr. 
Joseph  Allison  Reed,  paternal  grandfather,  was  de¬ 
scended  from  pioneer  settlers  of  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  who  were  patrons  of  religious  and 
secular  education,  their  interest  bearing  fruit  toward 
the  foundation  of  two  colleges — Jefferson,  at  Canons- 
burg,  and  Washington,  at  Washington.  Dr.  Reed 
was  one  of  the  first  superintendents  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  after  it  was  established  in 
Pittsburgh.  In  i860  he  became  superintendent  of 
the  hospital’s  insane  department  and  so  continued 
until  his  death  in  1884.  He  married  Eliza  Hay,  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  New  York. 

James  Hay  Reed,  son  of  Dr.  Joseph  Allison  and 
Eliza  (Hay)  Reed,  was  born  in  the  North  Side  of 
Pittsburgh  (old  Allegheny),  September  19,  1853.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Western  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  (now  University  of  Pittsburgh),  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  David  Reed,  a  leader 
of  the  bar  in  Pittsburgh  and  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1875  was  admitted  to  the  Allegheny  County  bar.  He 
soon  helped  form  the  firm  of  Knox  and  Reed,  of 
which  the  senior  member  was  Philander  Chase  Knox, 
who  became  successively  United  States  Attorney- 
General,  Secretary  of  State  and  Senator.  Mr.  Reed 
subsequently,  against  his  will,  accepted  a  judgeship 
on  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  West¬ 
ern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  but,  having  little  lik¬ 
ing  for  work  on  the  bench,  resigned  within  a  year 
and  resumed  law  practice  in  the  firm  of  Knox  and 
Reed.  Upon  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Knox  by  Pres¬ 
ident  McKinley  to  be  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States,  the  law  firm’s  style  was  changed  to  Reed, 
Smith, .  Shaw  and  Beal.  Judge  Reed  participated  in 
many  important  actions  in  local  courts,  Federal  and 
civil,  the  superior  and  supreme  courts  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  in  various  Federal  courts  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  He  became  counsel  for 
important  interests,  including  the  Carnegie  Steel 
Company  and  the  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  of 
which  latter  concern  and  its  allied  interests  he  served 
as  president.  He  attended  to  the  various  legal  and 
other  technicalities  incident  to  the  sale  of  the  Car¬ 
negie  Steel  Company  and  its  subsidiaries  to  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation,  of  which  he  was 
made  a  director.  His  professional,  directorial  and 
official  associations  were  both  numerous  and  impor¬ 
tant.  He  held  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from 
Princeton  University  and  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Judge  Reed  married  Kate  Aiken,  daughter  of  the 
late  David  Aiken,  of  an  old  and  respected  Pittsburgh 
family.  Their  children  follow:  1.  Senator  David 
Aiken  Reed,  of  this  review,  see  further.  2.  James 
Hay  Reed,  Jr.  3.  Katherine,  married  John  G.  Frazer, 
son  of  Justice  Robert  S.  Frazer,  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Reed  was  prominent  in 
Pittsburgh  affairs,  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Cen¬ 
tury  Club,  the  Art  Society  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the 


executive  board  of  the  Children’s  Hospital,  which 
she  served  as  chairman. 

David  Aiken  Reed,  first  child  and  elder  son  of 
Judge  James  Hay  and  Kate  (Aiken)  Reed,  was  bom 
in  Pittsburgh,  December  21,  1880.  His  college  pre¬ 
paratory  work  was  taken  at  the  Shadyside  Academy 
in  his  native  city,  graduating  in  1896  to  Princeton 
University,  where  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
at  graduation  in  the  class  of  1900.  His  choice  of  the 
law  was  in  emulation  of  his  distinguished  father,  and 
he  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  which  made  him  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1903. 
He  has  since  been  honored  with  a  Doctorate  of 
Laws  by  his  alma  mater,  Princeton. 

In  1903,  the  same  year  he  left  the  law  school,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  Count)',  and 
without  delay  engaged  in  professional  practice.  In 
more  recent  years  he  has  had  his  offices  in  Suite  747, 
Union  Trust  Building,  Pittsburgh.  He  soon  took  his 
merited  place  among  the  foremost  members  of  the 
Pittsburgh  bar,  and  for  his  success  in  the  handling 
of  corporation  law  cases  he  attained  prominence  that 
was  extraordinary  when  his  comparative  youth  was 
considered.  Included  among  his  clients  are  very  large 
corporate  interests,  with  which  Andrew  W.  Mellon, 
former  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  and 
other  members  of  the  financially  powerful  Mellon 
family,  are  connected.  His  law  practice  continued 
without  interruption  until  1917,  and  from  1912  to 
1915  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  industrial  accident 
commission  of  Pennsylvania. 

Receiving  a  commission  as  major  in  the  311th 
Regiment  of  Field  Artillery,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  in  1917,  he  sailed  for  overseas.  His  services 
which  were  concluded  in  1919  won  recognition  and 
the  bestowal  of  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  by 
the  United  States  Government,  while  the  French 
Government  made  him  a  Chevalier  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor. 

Returned  to  his  law  practice  in  Pittsburgh  in  1919, 
he  made  still  further  advance  in  his  profession.  On 
August  2,  1922,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  United 
States  Senator  William  E.  Crow,  who  had  died.  In 
the  regular  election  following  on  November  7,  1922, 
Senator  Reed  was  elected  as  his  own  successor  for 
the  term  that  expired  March  4,  1929.  He  received 
802,146  votes  as  against  434,583  votes  cast  for  his 
opponent,  a  Democrat.  The  election  of  November  6, 
1928,  saw  him  again  victor  over  his  Democratic 
rival,  this  time  by  1,948,645  votes  to  1,029,055. 

Senator  Reed  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Re¬ 
publican  side  of  the  upper  house.  He  at  once  began 
to  be  very  active  in  Senatorial  affairs,  and  there  has 
been  no  abatement  in  his  zeal  and  earnestness.  He 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  on  mili¬ 
tary  affairs  and  made  a  member  of  the  committees 
on  finance,  foreign  relations,  immigration,  rules,  and 
territories  and  insular  possessions.  By  his  contem¬ 
poraries  he  is  rated  as  an  expert  on  legislative  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  military  affairs  of  the  United  States, 
and  few,  if  any,  senators  excel  him  in  this  line  of 
work.  It  is  true  that  his  experience  as  an  officer  in 
the  World  War  brought  him  a  knowledge  of  things 
military,  of  which  the  Senate  and  the  administration 
have  been  glad  to  make  use  in  important  situations. 

In  November,  1929,  Senator  Reed  was  appointed 
by  President  Hoover  as  a  member  of  the  American 
delegation  to  the  five-power  conference  to  be  held  in 
London.  He  participated  in  these  deliberations  on 
the  question  of  naval  limitation  and  arms  reduction 
during  the  session  of  1930.  With  him  on  the  delega- 
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tion  there  served  Secretary  of  State  Henry  L.  Stim- 
son,  chairman;  United  States  Senator  Joseph  T. 
Robinson,  of  Arkansas;  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Charles  Francis  Adams;  General  Charles  Gates 
Dawes,  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain;  the  late  Dwight 
Whitney  Morrow,  Ambassador  to  Mexico,  and  after¬ 
ward  United  States  Senator  from  New  Jersey;  and 
Hugh  S.  Gibson,  Ambassador  to  Belgium. 

Senator  Reed  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
American  Battle  Monuments  Commission  in  1923,  and 
has  since  served  on  that  body.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Princeton  University,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Dixmont  (Pennsylvania)  Hospital,  and 
a  member  of  leading  clubs  in  Pittsburgh  and  Wash¬ 
ington.  His  religious  preference  is  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal. 

Senator  David  Aiken  Reed  married,  November 
1 2,  1902,  at  New  York  City,  Adele  Wilcox,  of  New 
York  City,  the  daughter  of  Clermont  H.  and  Agnes 
(French)  Wilcox.  There  are  two  children:  1.  David 
Aiken  Reed,  Jr.,  born  August  24,  1903.  2.  Rosamond, 
born  July  11,  1906.  The  Pittsburgh  home  of  Senator 
Reed  and  his  family  is  at  No.  716  Amberson  Ave¬ 
nue,  which  they  occupy  when  not  in  Washington. 


C.  F.  WEBSTER — Before  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  a  financial  career  was  begun  in  Erie 
County  by  C.  F.  Webster,  of  Girard,  that  has  con¬ 
tinued  uninterruptedly  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
century.  It  is  a  record  that  is  perhaps  unparalleled 
in  the  banking  history  of  Pennsylvania.  From  his 
boyhood  to  honored  manhood  he  has  contributed  to 
the  continuous  growth  and  success  of  the  interests 
with  which  he  has  been  associated,  his  name  stand¬ 
ing  for  the  best  ideals  and  traditions  of  honorable 
financiering.  For  many  years  he  has  served  as 
cashier  of  the  R.  S.  Battles  Bank  of  Girard  which 
was  organized  in  1859  and  with  which  he  has  been 
associated  ever  since.  Soon  after  Battles  and  Web¬ 
ster  organized  the  First  National  Bank  of  Girard,  in 
1863,  he  became  the  assistant  cashier  and  continued 
his  two-fold  association  until  1882  when  the  National 
Bank  was  liquidated.  In  his  unceasing  devotion  to 
the  work  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  so  many 
years,  Mr.  Webster  has  had  a  beneficial  influence 
upon  virtually  every  industry  operating  in  northwest¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  since  the  conduct  of  dependable 
financial  institutions  upon  an  honorable  basis  is  an 
essential  of  unquestioned  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  For  his  share  in  the  high  stand¬ 
ing  of  his  bank  he  has  long  held  the  sincere  respect 
of  every  individual  with  whom  he  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  throughout  the  years  of  his  activities. 

Born  in  Girard,  Erie  County,  November  21,  1846, 
he  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  (Leffingwell) 
Webster.  His  father  was  a  native  of  West  Hebron, 
Washington  County,  New  York,  was  born  in  1803 
and  died  in  1884.  He  conducted  a  tannery  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Girard  during  his 
early  years,  while  for  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life 
he  was  engaged  in  banking.  Mary  Ann  (Leffing¬ 
well)  Webster  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1811 
and  died  in  1888.  Their  son,  James  A.  Webster,  died 
in  1909.  Another  son  was  Henry  M.  Webster,  while 
a  daughter,  Charlotte,  married  R.  S.  Battles  of 
Girard. 

C.  F.  Webster  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Girard  and  at  preparatory  school  in  Andover,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  He  entered  the  service  of  Battles  and 
Webster,  bankers,  and  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Girard  (interlocking  banks)  when  he  was  a  boy 
and  eventually  became  the  assistant  cashier  of  the 


latter.  In  1859  the  present  banking  house  of  Battles 
had  it  birth  through  the  initiative  of  R.  S.  Battles 
and  Henry  M.  Webster,  who  organized  the  institu¬ 
tion  at  Girard  and  opened  for  business  under  the 
title  of  Battles  and  Webster,  private  bankers.  It 
operated  as  such  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Webster  in 
1877,  when  the  name  was  changed  to  The  R.  S. 
Battles  Bank.  Mr.  Battles  died  in  1904  and  the  pres¬ 
ent  president  of  the  bank  is  C.  E.  Battles,  with  C. 
F.  Webster  its  cashier.  Mr.  Webster  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  was  on  the  board 
of  trustees  forty  years. 

C.  F.  Webster  married  Nellie  E.  Jones,  of  Girard, 
who  died  in  1902.  There  is  one  daughter,  Charlotte 
M.,  a  graduate  of  Mount  Vernon  Seminary,  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia. 


JAMES  ELDER  BARNETT— In  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  James  Elder  Barnett  has  for  years  held  a 
place  of  high  standing  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  has 
his  offices.  He  is  a  native  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  makes  his  home  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Barnett,  who  has  also  occupied  a  number  of 
important  political  positions,  was  born  at  Elder’s 
Ridge,  Indiana  County,  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Morrison 
Barnett.  The  Barnetts  were  early  settlers  in  Dau¬ 
phin  County,  at  Hanover  and  Derry  churches,  and 
the  Elders,  his  mother’s  family,  lived  in  the  Paxtang 
Valley,  where  the  Rev.  John  Elder  built  the  Paxtang 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  is  still  standing.  That 
widely  known  clergyman  held  a  commission  as  colo¬ 
nel  dated  July  11,  1763,  and  commanded  all  block¬ 
houses  from  Easton  to  the  Susquehanna.  His  com¬ 
mand  was  known  as  the  “Paxtang  Boys.”  Mr.  Bar¬ 
nett’s  father,  the  Rev.  John  Morrison  Barnett,  was 
a  native  of  Westmoreland  County;  and,  on  the  pater¬ 
nal  side  of  his  house,  one  ancestor  was  mayor  of 
Dublin,  another  served  in  the  famous  siege  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  and  a  third  fought  in  the  War  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution. 

James  Elder  Barnett  attended  the  Elder’s  Ridge 
Academy,  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  afterward  ma¬ 
triculating  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
where  he  took  the  Master  of  Arts  degree.  Going  to 
the  Law  School  at  Columbia  University,  New  York, 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws,  and  in  1890  was  admitted  to  the  Washing¬ 
ton  County  bar.  In  1899,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  bar  in  Allegheny  County.  In  the  interim,  he  had 
had  his  first  experience  in  public  office,  though, 
active  as  he  became  in  outside  positions  that  he  held, 
he  always  has  held  his  interest  in  his  profession  and 
its  work.  He  has  his  offices  in  the  Oliver  Build¬ 
ing,  Pittsburgh,  where  he  carries  on  an  extensive 
practice. 

His  first  public  post  was  that  of  deputy  prothono- 
tary  of  Washington  County;  and  he  also  was  clerk 
to  the  county  commissioners.  In  1895,  he  received 
his  appointment  as  deputy  secretary  of  State  from 
Governor  Frank  Reeder,  resigning  from  that  office 
in  1897.  In  1899  came  his  election  as  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

His  attention,  since  then,  has  been  chiefly  divided 
between  the  law  and  military  affairs.  In  1884,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  10th  Regiment,  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania;  and,  in  1897,  he  was  made 
lieutenant-colonel.  In  1898,  the  year  of  the  outbreak 
of  the  Spanish- American  War,  he  volunteered  for 
service  with  his  regiment,  winning  an  assignment, 
for  himself  and  the  regiment,  to  the  Philippines.  The 
regiment  figured  prominently  in  military  activities  at 
the  time  of  the  Philippine  insurrection  and  was 
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present  at  the  attack  on  Manila,  the  Chinese  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  La  Loma  Church,  Caloocan,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Del  Monte,  Tuliahan  River,  Meycauayan, 
Marilao,  Bocaue,  Guiguinto,  and  Malolos.  It  was 
likewise  engaged  in  much  dangerous  fighting.  In 
May,  1899,  Colonel  Barnett  was  given  command  of 
the  district  of  Cavite,  including  the  town  and  penin¬ 
sula  of  Cavite,  Luzon  Island;  and  two  battalions  of 
California  heavy  artillery  acting  as  infantry,  one 
battery  of  Wyoming  light  artillery  with  four  guns, 
one  troop  of  the  Nevada  Cavalry,  and  the  10th 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  were  placed  in  his  charge. 
On  his  return  from  the  Philippines,  Colonel  Barnett 
commanded  the  transport  ship  “Senator,”  having  also 
commanded  the  transport  “Arizona”  now  “Hancock” 
on  the  outbound  trip  from  Honolulu  to  Manila.  In 
1900,  he  was  made  colonel  of  his  regiment,  the  re¬ 
organized  10th,  by  unanimous  election.  In  1905,  he 
was  reelected  but,  in  1907,  resigned  the  charge. 
Since  1924,  he  has  served  as  chief  of  the  third  pro¬ 
curement  district  of  the  chemical  warfare  service 
of  the  United  States  Army,  covering  the  states  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky. 

It  may  be  readily  seen  from  the  foregoing  record 
that  Mr.  Barnett’s  many  activities  and  his  public 
spirit  have  rendered  him  a  very  useful  figure  in 
Pennsylvania  and  national  life,  a  citizen  of  whom 
Pittsburgh  may  well  be  proud. 


CAPTAIN  ROBERT  SNEATH  CAIN— A  fear¬ 
less  fighter,  both  in  his  sheriff’s  capacity  of  uphold¬ 
ing  the  law  in  Allegheny  County  and  in  his  present 
services  as  treasurer  of  Allegheny  County,  as  well 
as  in  his  service  as  a  military  man  and  army  officer, 
Captain  Robert  Sneath  Cain  has  contributed  richly 
and  valiantly  to  the  life  of  his  adopted  city,  State 
and  country.  He  is  a  veteran  of  two  wars,  and  the 
Mexican  Border  Expedition,  and  holds  a  distin¬ 
guished  record  for  his  work  as  an  officer  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France. 

Captain  Cain  was  born  on  September  20,  1878, 
near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  son  of  James  and  Margaret 
(Sneath)  Cain.  Before  he  attained  his  tenth  year, 
he  was  left  an  orphan  by  the  death  of  his  parents; 
and  in  1888,  he  left  his  native  land  behind  him  and 
came  to  the  New  World.  Settling  in  Pittsburgh,  he 
received  his  early  schooling  in  the  graded  schools  of 
this  city,  also  attending  the  night  school  conducted 
by  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Early 
he  came  to  be  widely  known  and  respected  in  this 
city,  where,  since  youth,  he  has  been  known  (and  still 
is  known)  familiarly  as  “Bob”  Cain.  He  was  only 
eleven  years  old  when  he  began  work  with  the  Mc¬ 
Cullough  Glass  Company.  Afterward,  until  1893, 
he  was  an  office  boy  with  the  Harbison-Walker 
Brick  Company.  He  then  was  employed  by  W.  H. 
Kuhn  in  Mr.  Kuhn’s  dry  goods  store,  so  continuing 
until  his  enlistment  in  his  country’s  forces  in  1898 
for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  War.  He  was 
a  private,  until  the  end  of  the  war  with  Company 
H  of  18th  Infantry,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  but 
then  returned  to  the  employ  of  Mr.  Kuhn,  remaining 
with  him  until  1902. 

Embarking  upon  a  new  phase  of  his  career,  Mr. 
Cain  then  established  a  retail  store  of  his  own,  deal¬ 
ing  in  men’s  wear,  in  the  Lawrenceville  district;  and 
thereafter,  he  owned  and  operated  it,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  war  years,  until  1920.  In  that  year,  he 
was  elected  county  commissioner,  serving  with  dis¬ 


tinguished  success  in  that  capacity  until  January  1, 
1924,  when  he  was  appointed  paymaster  of  the  county. 
He  so  continued  until  January  6,  1930.  Meanwhile, 
in  the  Republican  primaries  of  September  17,  1929, 
he  received  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a  can¬ 
didate  for  sheriff  of  Allegheny  County,  an  office  to 
which  he  was  duly  elected,  assuming  his  duties  on 
January  6,  1030.  In  the  middle  of  his  term  as  sheriff, 
still  having  two  years  to  serve,  he  was  importuned 
to  enter  the  Republican  primaries  as  a  candidate  for 
county  treasurer.  He  was  elected  to  that  office,  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  his  county  that  a  county 
official  holding  a  four-year  term  ran  for  another  office 
in  the  midst  of  his  term  and  was  successful. 

Outstanding  in  his  career,  quite  aside  from  his 
work  in  public  office,  has  been  Captain  Cain’s  mili¬ 
tary  accomplishment.  Immediately  following  the 
Spanish-American  War,  he  entered  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard,  rising  to  captain  and  holding  that 
rank  until  business  pressure  forced  him  to  resign  in 
1910.  In  1916,  when  the  United  States  Government 
called  the  old  18th  Regiment  to  the  Mexican  border, 
he  reenlisted  as  a  private,  but  within  two  days  was 
elected  second  lieutenant,  serving  in  that  grade  until 
December,  1916,  with  Company  G,  18th  Regiment, 
at  Camp  Stewart,  El  Paso,  Texas.  Returning  to 
Pittsburgh,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
January,  1917,  though  he  still  retained  his  National 
Guard  affiliation.  When  the  country  entered  the 
World  War,  the  18th  was  called  to  the  colors,  and 
Mr.  Cain  was  soon  commissioned  first  lieutenant  in 
Company  G,  at  Camp  Hancock.  In  the  spring  of 
1918,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  Company  H, 
the  same  unit  as  that  with  which  he  had  served  in 
the  Spanish-American  War.  Soon  afterward,  his 
regiment  was  changed  to  the  mth  of  the  28th  Divi¬ 
sion,  with  which  Captain  Cain  went  overseas. 

In  the  face  of  danger  and  the  most  trying  condi¬ 
tions,  he  led  his  men  to  victory  in  the  field,  always 
having  been  himself  the  first  to  face  a  menacing 
situation.  For  extraordinary  heroism,  Captain  Cain 
was  thrice  decorated,  winning  the  Distinguished  Serv¬ 
ice  Cross  of  the  United  States,  the  Italian  War  Cross 
of  Merit,  and  the  French  Legion  of  Honor  decora¬ 
tion.  On  September  6,  on  the  Aisne  Heights,  near 
Courlandon,  he  was  wounded  in  action  and  he  was 
confined  for  nine  months  in  a  hospital.  He  was  still 
in  an  invalid  condition  when  he  came  back  to  the 
United  States. 

The  citation  accompanying  the  United  States  deco¬ 
ration  read: 

For  extra  heroism  in  the  Bois  de  Chateau  Diabla, 
west  of  Fismette,  August  11-12,  1918.  Armed  with 
a  Chauchat  rifle,  he  personally  led  the  advance  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  line,  driving  the  enemy  before  him,  and 
clearing  the  above  forest  south  of  the  railroad  and 
north  of  the  Vesle  River,  along  the  Rheims-Rouen 
Road.  By  personally  exposing  himself  on  the  railroad, 
he  maintained  liaison  at  great  personal  risk.  In  all 
of  this,  he  displayed  sterling  qualities  of  leadership 
and  fearlessness  beyond  that  required  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

And  the  citation  with  the  Italian  Cross  read: 

The  King  of  Italy  has  wished  that  this  decoration, 
which  in  Italy  is  given  to  reward  those  who  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves  in  action,  should  be  awarded  to 
you  in  recognition  of  the  gallantry  you  have  shown  and 
of  the  merit  you  have  thereby  acquired  for  the  com¬ 
mon  cause  even  though  you  have  not  fought  on 
Italian  soil. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  that,  of  the  four  captains 
of  the  2d  Battalion  who  took  companies  overseas, 
Captain  Cain  was  the  only  one  not  killed  in  action. 


384 


PENNSYLVANIA 


His  own  company  had  more  men  killed  in  action 
and  more  severely  wounded  than  any  other  company 
in  the  regiment,  sixty-two  men  killed  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  severely  wounded.  No  men  from  the 
company  were  ever  taken  prisoners. 

On  one  occasion,  Captain  Cain  showed  himself  the 
possessor  of  the  qualities  of  some  of  the  great  army 
phrase-makers.  He  and  his  men,  after  a  fierce  en¬ 
gagement,  had  driven  the  enemy  out  of  a  strong 
position  but  they  found  themselves  in  desperate  cir¬ 
cumstances,  with  a  strong  counterattack  to  face  and 
discouraging  reports  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
hard-pressed  line.  William  R.  Dunlap,  battalion  com¬ 
mander,  sent  a  runner  to  Cain,  asking  if  he  could 
hold  on.  The  captain’s  reply  was:  “Send  us  am¬ 
munition — some  grub,  if  possible — and  we’ll  hold  this 
line  until  Hell  freezes  over.”  The  action  had  begun 
on  a  Saturday;  and  it  was  Wednesday  night  before 
the  battalion  was  relieved  of  its  advanced  position. 
But  Captain  Cain  kept  his  word  for  the  line  did 
hold,  proving  him  more  than  a  phrasemaker. 

An  account  of  his  experiences  in  France  appeared 
in  the  Pittsburgh  “Press”  of  September  21,  1929. 

Captain  Cain  will  talk  at  length  of  the  bravery  of 
his  men  [wrote  William  G.  Lytle,  Jr.,  his  interviewer, 
in  that  issue  of  the  paper]  but  never  about  his  own 
exploits.  It  remains  for  men  who  served  in  the  2d 
Battalion  of  the  111th  Infantry  to  relate  how  the  tall 
captain  led  them  through  the  timberland  swept  by 
German  machine-gun  fire ;  how  he  operated  an  auto¬ 
matic  rifle  himself  at  the  head  of  the  line ;  how  he 
charged  a  machine  gun  emplacement  and  found  the 
gun  still  warm  from  use  by  Germans  who  had  fled  at 
his  approach.  Men  of  the  “old  Eighteenth”  will  tell 
you  that  soldiers  at  Camp  Hancock  smiled  and  called 
the  captain  “Mother”  Cain  because  he  was  particular 
about  small  details  of  camp  life  and  paid  close  heed  to 
the  welfare  of  the  men.  Some  rough-and-ready  buck 
privates,  who  liked  to  think  themselves  “hardboiled,” 
predicted  that  an  officer  of  that  type  could  never  be  a 
fighter.  But  they  changed  their  ideas  of  the  lanky 
captain  when  they  saw  him  with  a  rifle  and  a  bayonet 
in  the  woods  beyond  the  Vesle.  They  saw  the  captain 
grab  a  gun,  when  other  men  hesitated  for  a  second, 
and  crawl  into  the  most  advanced  firing  position  him¬ 
self,  while  German  machine  guns  were  tapping  like  a 
chorus  of  riveters’  hammers,  and  sudden  death  ruled 
the  woodland.  They  saw  enough  to  make  the  captain 
the  hero  of  a  hard-fighting  outfit.  .  .  .  Cain’s  men 
relate  that  he  refused  to  ride  back  to  the  field  hospital 
in  an  ambulance,  ordering  that  other  wounded  men 
should  be  taken  care  of  first  [that  was  after  he  had 
received  his  wound]  and  that  he  walked  along  the  road 
holding  one  arm  with  the  other  until  after  a  consider¬ 
able  time  a  truck  picked  him  up. 

The  citizens  of  Allegheny  County  have  found,  in 
Captain  Cain,  the  same  qualities  of  heroism  and 
valor  in  the  conduct  of  the  office  of  sheriff  and 
other  important  offices  that  were  apparent  in  his 
fighting  days  on  the  battlefields  of  France.  His 
popularity  in  Pittsburgh  and  among  the  people  of  this 
county  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  in  view  of  his  con¬ 
tribution  to  them  and  his  remarkable  record  of  serv¬ 
ice. 

Captain  Robert  Sneath  Cain  married,  on  April  30, 
1902,  Hannah  Bishop  Peterson,  of  Pittsburgh.  To 
them,  three  children  have  been  born:  1.  Anna  Elea- 
nore,  who  became  the  wife  of  Donald  Cobban  Har- 
ker,  of  San  Francisco,  California.  2.  Jean  Armour. 
3  Margaret  Bishop,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ralph 
Cameron  Gordon.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Cain  live  at 
No.  255  Fortieth  Street,  Pittsburgh.  His  offices  are 
in  the  courthouse. 


JUDGE  SAMUEL  H.  GARDNER— Ascending 
the  bench  on  April  24,  1930,  Judge  Samuel  H.  Gard¬ 
ner  was  called  to  judicial  office  by  reason  of  his 
obvious  qualifications  and  his  meritorious  service  as 
district  attorney  at  Pittsburgh  for  eight  preceding 


years.  As  a  leading  lawyer  and  an  active  and  will¬ 
ing  supporter  of  every  worthy  civic  cause,  he  has 
been  a  familiar  figure  in  Pittsburgh  life  over  a  long 
period.  His  service  as  judge  of  the  court  of  com¬ 
mon  pleas  has  fully  justified  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  the  people  of  this  city  and  county. 

Born  in  Westmoreland  County,  on  August  15, 
1876,  Judge  Gardner  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Hill)  Gardner.  His  boyhood  years  were  spent  on 
his  father’s  farm  and  he  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  Later  he  entered  Grove 
City  College,  in  Mercer  County,  and  from  that  insti¬ 
tution  was  graduated  in  1901  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Both  before  and  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion  he  taught  school,  and  by  this  means  contrived 
to  finance  his  own  higher  education.  Judge  Gard¬ 
ner  served  for  eight  years  as  principal  of  the  Taren- 
tum  High  School,  but  his  ambition  was  for  a  legal 
career,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  en¬ 
rolled  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  where  he  began  the  study  of  law.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  also  studied  in  the  law  school  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1911  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  prac¬ 
ticing  independently  until  1913,  when  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Me  Vicar,  Hazlett  and  Gard¬ 
ner.  From  this  connection  he  resigned  upon  his 
elevation  to  the  bench. 

Judge  Gardner’s  interest  in  public  affairs  was 
keen,  and  it  was  natural  that  his  services  should  be 
sought  in  the  public  interest.  On  December  15, 
1922,  he  was  appointed  district  attorney  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  and  in  1923  was  elected  to  succeed 
himself.  In  1927  he  was  reelected  and  was  serving 
in  that  office  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Fisher  on  April  24,  1930,  to  be  judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas.  An  alert,  efficient  and  zealous  dis¬ 
trict  attorney,  he  has  been  no  less  successful  in  his 
service  on  the  bench,  and  his  broad  legal  scholar¬ 
ship  and  impartiality  have  won  for  him  a  distin¬ 
guished  reputation  as  a  jurist. 

Apart  from  his  professional  connections,  Judge 
Gardner  is  active  in  Masonic  circles,  being  a  member 
of  Lodge  No.  502,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  is  a  Past  Master,  and  a  member  of  all 
higher  bodies,  including  Allegheny  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Allegheny  Council,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Allegheny  Commandery,  Knights  Templar; 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  the  Grotto,  Mystic  Order,  Veiled  Prophets 
of  the  Enchanted  Realm;  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the 
Masonic  Veterans’  Association.  He  is  fond  of  motor¬ 
ing  and  outdoor  life,  to  which  he  turns  for  recreation 
and  relaxation. 

On  April  4,  1906,  Samuel  H.  Gardner  married 
Bertha  Wood,  of  Tarentum,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  daughter,  Helen  Lucile. 


MAJOR  JOHN  H.  SHENKEL— In  both  busi¬ 
ness  and  public  affairs,  Major  John  H.  Shenkel,  a 
native  son  of  Pittsburgh,  has  proven  himself  one 
of  the  useful  citizens  of  this  city  and  of  Allegheny 
County,  which  he  serves  now  as  chief  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  and  deputy  clerk  of  courts. 
His  military  record  is  one  of  distinction,  first  in 
the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and  afterward  in 
the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  War 
period. 

Major  Shenkel  was  born  on  November  22,  1893, 
in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  son  of  John  J.  and  Eliz- 
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abeth  C.  Shenkel,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
In  grammar  and  high  schools,  in  his  native  city,  he 
received  his  early  formal  education,  later  being  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Pittsburgh  Academy.  That  was  in 
1910.  In  the  same  year,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Steel  Company,  which  he  served  in  a 
clerical  capacity.  He  also  held  similar  positions  with 
other  representative  business  houses  in  this  city, 
including  the  Pittsburgh  Railways  Company.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  military  service  in  the  World  War,  he 
reentered  the  employ  of  the  Pittsburgh  Steel  Com¬ 
pany,  remaining  with  it  until  1924,  the  year  of  his 
appointment  to  his  present  post  of  chief  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  County.  He 
has  offices  in  Room  No.  314,  County  Courthouse. 

His  military  service,  Mr.  Shenkel  began  at  an 
early  age,  enlisting,  on  June  23,  1909,  as  a  private 
in  Company  E,  14th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Na¬ 
tional  Guard.  At  the  end  of  his  enlistment  term,  on 
November  1,  1911,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  but  reenlisted  as  a  private 
in  Troop  H,  1st  Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,  being  promoted  to  sergeant  in  1915,  and  to 
second  lieutenant  on  June  8,  that  year.  On  July  6, 
1916,  he  went  to  the  Mexican  border  with  the  1st 
Cavalry.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  Federal  serv¬ 
ice  on  January  23,  1917,  but  continued  actively  with 
the  State  National  Guard. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War, 
he  was  sworn  again  into  the  Federal  service;  and, 
on  November  3,  1917,  was  transferred  as  a  second 
lieutenant  to  the  mth  Infantry  28th  Division.  Soon 
he  was  transferred,  on  November  12,  1917,  to  Troop 
H,  101st  Cavalry,  in  which  he  held  the  same  rank. 
On  December  1,  1917,  he  was  once  more  transferred, 
this  time  returning  to  his  former  regiment,  the  mth 
of  the  28th  Division,  in  which  he  was  assigned  to 
Company  B.  Promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of  this 
company  on  April  4,  1918,  he  was  in  command  when 
it  went  overseas;  and,  on  August  10,  1918,  he  was 
promoted  to  captain  of  infantry.  Prior  to  that  pro¬ 
motion,  he  had  been  returned  to  the  United  States 
as  instructor  of  new  troops;  and  from  August  until 
late  in  September,  1918,  he  was  senior  instructor  at 
Camp  Sheridan,  Illinois.  From  October  until  No¬ 
vember  11,  1918,  he  was  professor  of  military  science 
at  Miami  University,  Oxford,  Ohio.  On  February 
i5>  1919,  he  was  honorably  discharged;  but  entered, 
on  the  same  day,  the  Reserve  Corps,  in  which  he 
was  commissioned  a  major  of  cavalry.  He  is  now 
executive  officer  of  the  308th  Cavalry,  United  States 
Reserves. 

Major  Shenkel’s  World  War  record  found  official 
recognition  by  the  United  States  Government,  which 
awarded  him  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  for 
“meritorious  services  rendered  the  Allied  cause,”  by 
Belgium,  which  made  him  a  chevalier  of  the  Ordre 
de  la  Couronne  by  royal  decree  dated  February  17, 
1920;  and  by  France,  which,  under  order  No.  10,805 
“D,”  dated  October  22,  1918,  at  the  French  Army’s 
General  Headquarters  (Armies  of  the  Northeast), 
awarded  him  the  Croix  de  Guerre  with  Palms.  With 
the  French  decoration  came  the  following  citation  to 
the  platoon  commanded  by  Major  (then  Lieutenant) 
Shenkel,  Company  B,  mth  Infantry,  28th  Division: 

Under  the  skillful  and  vigorous  leadership  of  its 
commander,  Lieutenant  John  H.  Shenkel,  this  platoon 
took  an  important  part  in  the  battles  of  July  1,  1918, 
at  Hill  204.  Although  face  to  face  with  the  enemy 
for  the  first  time,  it  advanced  through  the  woods  in 
spite  of  the  steady  fire  of  the  enemy  infantry,  and  suc¬ 


cessfully  attacked  with  grenades  and  bayonets  the 
German  machine  gunners  who  were  established  in  the 
trees  and  in  fortified  shell  holes.  It  completely  re¬ 
pulsed  a  flanking  counter-attack,  inflicting  heavy 
losses  upon  the  enemy. 

Since  the  war,  Major  Shenkel  has  continued  his 
military  interests  and  affiliations,  having,  as  already 
noted,  won  his  present  rank  after  the  conclusion  of 
hostilities.  He  is  a  charter  member  and  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Society  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Divi¬ 
sion,  American  Expeditionary  Forces;  a  member  of 
the  South  Hills  Post  of  the  American  Legion;  and 
a  member  of  the  Corporal  Diller  Post  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  mth  Infantry  Vet¬ 
erans’  Association,  of  which  he  was  formerly  a  direc¬ 
tor.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Legion 
of  Valor,  of  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  national 
executive  committee  in  1929  and  chief  of  staff  in  1932. 

His  political  affiliation  has  been  consistently  with 
the  Republican  party,  in  whose  affairs  he  has  been 
active  for  many  years.  In  1919,  he  was  its  unsuccess¬ 
ful  candidate  for  treasurer  of  /Mlegheny  County  in 
the  primaries  of  that  year.  His  religious  affiliation 
is  with  the  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection.  Into 
every  organization  or  movement  that  has  won  his 
interest,  Major  Shenkel  has  regularly  put  his  best 
and  finest  energies;  and  his  enthusiasm  has  been  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  success  of  many  a  worth-while 
project. 

Major  John  H.  Shenkel  married,  on  July  5,  1920, 
Edna  M.  Schmitt,  of  Evansville,  Indiana.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  five  children:  1.  John  H.,  Jr., 
born  May  9,  1921.  2.  Edgar  H.,  born  in  December, 
1922.  3.  Edna  P.,  born  in  February,  1924.  4.  Rose¬ 
mary  L.,  born  in  January,  1927.  5.  James  Donald, 
born  in  August,  1928.  The  Shenkel  family  residence 
is  situated  at  No.  1015  Woodbourne  Avenue,  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 


WILFRED  CAMERON — For  more  than  forty 
years  an  active  figure  in  the  life  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  Wilfred  Cameron  was  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  bottlers  of  soft  drinks  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
He  established  the  bottling  works,  with  which  the 
family  name  has  since  been  connected,  and  directed 
its  affairs  successfully  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  built  up  one  of  the  important  businesses  of  the 
community  and  contributed  no  little  through  his 
efforts  to  the  progress  and  growth  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Cameron  wTas  born  in  New  Castle,  Lawrence 
County,  on  March  12,  1854,  a  son  of  James  and 
Martha  Jane  (McComb)  Cameron.  Both  parents 
were  of  Scottish  descent  and  his  mother  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Washington 
County.  The  paternal  line  was  established  in  Amer¬ 
ica  by  Robert  Cameron,  a  native  Scot,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  early  life  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Beaver  County.  With  him  came  a  brother,  Allen, 
who  also  settled  in  Beaver  County,  and  from  these 
two  brothers  are  descended  most  of  those  who  bear 
this  name  in  western  Pennsylvania  today.  Robert 
Cameron,  mentioned  above,  had  a  son,  Robert,  wrho 
established  his  home  in  Lawrence  County,  where  he 
had  a  good  farm  and  also  engaged  extensively  in 
the  raising  of  live  stock,  driving  cattle  across  the 
mountains  to  Philadelphia.  He  married  Betsy  Miller, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  James  Cameron,  father 
of  Wilfred  Cameron  of  this  record.  James  Cameron 
was  born  in  Beaver  County  and  was  by  trade  a 
plasterer,  following  this  line  of  w'ork  in  New  Castle 
for  many  years.  He  was  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 


Pa. — 25 


386 


PENNSYLVANIA 


War,  serving  with  the  Pennsylvania  troops.  He  died 
in  1891  while  on  a  business  trip  to  Michigan. 

Wilfred  Cameron  received  his  educational  training 
in  the  public  schools  of  New  Castle,  and  at  the  age 
of  twelve  became  a  plasterer’s  apprentice,  beginning 
to  learn  this  trade  under  his  father’s  guidance.  Later 
he  worked  as  a  plasterer  in  New  Castle  until  the 
year  1887,  when  he  moved  to  Beaver  Falls  and  there 
learned  the  bottling  business.  He  was  a  man  of  pro¬ 
gressive  outlook  and  great  energy,  always  alert  for 
larger  opportunities  than  the  present  seemed  to  offer. 
In  1889,  when  he  had  mastered  all  details  of  the 
bottling  business,  he  came  to  Washington  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  own  bottling  works,  being  active  in  this 
field  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Cameron  spared 
no  effort  on  his  part  to  make  his  business  a  success. 
He  built  up  a  well-equipped  and  modern  plant,  con¬ 
taining  all  modern  appliances  and  machinery  which 
he  replaced  with  others  as  soon  as  they  became  anti¬ 
quated.  With  the  passing  years  his  business  steadily 
increased  and  when  the  days  of  horse-drawn  vehicles 
gave  place  to  the  automobile,  he  acquired  a  fleet  of 
four  service  trucks  to  distribute  his  products.  His 
beverages  enjoyed  a  wide  popularity  throughout  the 
trade  area  which  his  business  reached  and  his  repu¬ 
tation  for  fair  dealing,  proven  by  the  years,  was  an 
important  factor  in  his  success. 

Apart  from  his  business  connections,  Mr.  Cam¬ 
eron  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  general  civic  and 
community  life  of  Washington  and  was  prompt  in 
his  support  of  all  worthy  movements  in  the  public 
interest.  An  independent  in  politics,  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Washington  City  Council  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  local 
school  board.  In  both  offices  he  administered  his 
duties  with  complete  fidelity  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  and  rendered  service  of  value  to  the  community 
and  its  people.  Mr.  Cameron  was  also  prominent  in 
fraternal  circles.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
Lodge  No.  623,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  in  this  order  was  a  member  of  all  higher 
bodies,  including  Washington  Chapter,  No.  150, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Washington  Council,  No.  1, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Jacques  de  Molay  Com- 
mandery,  No.  3,  Knights  Templar;  and  all  bodies  of 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  including  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Consistory.  He  was  a 
past  officer  in  all  bodies  and  always  sought  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  Masonic  ideals.  Mr.  Cameron  was  also 
a  life  member  of  the  local  lodge,  No.  86,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  in  religious  faith  he 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Washington.  In  addition  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Washington  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
of  the  Keystone  State  Bottlers’  Association. 

On  February  20,  1878,  at  New  Castle,  Wilfred 
Cameron  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Kissinger,  who 
died  on  September  16,  1898,  daughter  of  David  and 
Delila  Kissinger.  Of  this  marriage,  one  son  was  born, 
John  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Cleveland.  He  married 
Mary  Lytle  of  Washington  and  has  six  children: 
Elizabeth,  Edith,  Louise,  John,  Lois  and  Jeanne.  On 
December  19,  1899,  at  Washington,  Mr.  Cameron 
married  (second)  Anna  R.  Nicholas,  who  was  born 
in  Northampton,  on  December  1,  1873,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Eliza  (Mertz)  Nicholas  and  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Swartz)  Nicholas,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  a  daughter  of  Michael  Swartz, 
who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Cameron 
was  educated  in  Washington  Seminary  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Business  College.  She  was  of  active  assistance 
to  her  husband  in  his  business  and  continues  to  take 


part  in  the  direction  of  this  enterprise.  By  virtue  of 
her  Revolutionary  descent,  she  is  a  member  of  the 
local  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  is  also  a  member  and  Past  Matron 
of  Lincoln  Chapter,  No.  112,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star. 

Three  children  were  born  of  this  second  marriage: 
1.  Wilfred  Peter,  born  October  30,  1901,  graduated 
from  Washington  High  School  in  1919  and  attended 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College  for  two  years. 
From  boyhood  he  worked  around  the  plant  and  in 
his  father’s  office,  learning  all  details  of  the  business 
of  which  he  has  been  active  head  since  his  father’s 
death.  He  married  Genevieve  Riley,  daughter  of 
Robert  Riley.  They  have  two  sons,  Wilfred  Robert, 
born  February  22,  1925,  and  Richard  Riley,  born 
May  24,  1927.  2.  Marie  M.,  born  December  23,  1902, 
and  graduated  from  Washington  High  School  in 
1921.  She  has  also  taken  part  in  the  operation  of 
the  bottling  works  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
office  organization.  3.  Helen,  born  January  17,  1907, 
graduated  from  high  school  in  1924.  She  is  the  wife 
of  Donald  E.  Cummins,  of  Washington.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Marie  Ann,  born  March 
17,  1925. 

Mr.  Cameron  died  in  Washington  on  July  21,  1930, 
in  his  seventy- seventh  year.  Active  until  the  last  in 
the  duties  of  his  life,  his  passing  was  a  source  of 
wide  regret  in  the  city  which  had  come  to  know 
him  so  well  through  the  years.  He  was  a  self-made 
man  in  the  finest  sense  of  the  term,  being  both  the 
architect  and  builder  of  his  own  career.  The  con¬ 
structive  influences  of  his  life,  however,  were  of  bene¬ 
fit  to  those  about  him  and  he  leaves  behind  him  the 
most  precious  of  all  heritages,  an  honored  name. 


JOHN  C.  CHILLCOTT — Second  son  of  Thomas 
and  Maria  (Flower)  Chillcott,  the  late  John  C.  Chill- 
cott  was  born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  on  August 
28,  1857. 

When  he  was  eleven,  1868,  the  family  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  at  Brockway.  His  father 
took  part  in  opening  the  coal  fields  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  bought  and  leased  coal  lands,  and  be¬ 
came  a  considerable  figure  in  mining  circles.  The 
son,  after  him,  became  a  figure  still  more  important. 

In  England,  when  he  was  nine,  John  C.  Chillcott 
had  begun  his  career  and  continued  to  work  in 
Brockway  while  attending  the  schools.  He  soon 
became  his  father’s  principal  associate  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  coal  properties.  In  1876  they  operated  a  mine 
for  John  Keys,  near  Brockway.  They  took  out  a 
block  of  coal  measuring  eight  feet  three  inches  by 
four  feet  by  three  feet  eight  inches.  This  was  taken 
on  sleds  to  Ridgeway,  the  nearest  rail  point;  thence 
it  was  shipped  to  Philadelphia,  and  put  on  exhibition 
at  the  Centennial.  Moneyed  interests  were  attracted 
to  the  huge  display  of  coal,  and  it  was  the  means 
of  calling  the  attention  of  developers  to  the  new 
fields.  These  were  developed  in  the  course  of  time, 
and  Messrs.  Chillcott,  the  elder  and  the  younger, 
were  credited  with  the  greatest  achievement  in  the 
opening.  It  was  the  commencement  of  the  younger’s 
rise  to  authority  as  a  coal-locating  expert. 

It  seemed  he  had  an  unerring  instinct  for  locat¬ 
ing  coal.  This,  coupled  with  his  fine  judgment  and 
care  in  consideration  of  every  detail,  made  him 
valuable  to  the  large  corporations.  He  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  development  of  most  of  the  mines 
in  Elk,  Clearfield,  Jefferson  and  Armstrong  counties, 
buying  and  leasing  coal  lands  for  the  Shawmut  Min¬ 
ing  Company  and  the  Allegheny  River  Mining  Com- 
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pany.  Later  he  engaged  in  operations  for  himself, 
developing  the  Pawnee  Mines,  near  Brookville.  Par¬ 
ticularly  successful,  he  continued  to  direct  these  in¬ 
terests  until  his  partial  retirement.  He  never  actually 
retired,  for  his  responsibilities  and  investments  were 
such  that  he  had  to  keep  control.  Mr.  Chillcott  re¬ 
tained  his  residence  in  Brookville.  In  later  years  he 
usually  spent  the  summers  here,  and  had  a  winter 
residence  at  Southern  Pines.  As  one  newspaper  said 
at  his  demise:  “Perhaps  no  man  in  this  section  was 
better  known  over  a  wider  area,  and  none  more 
highly  esteemed.” 

The  influence  of  his  life  touched  many  activities. 
Mr.  Chillcott  supported  the  cause  of  temperance,  and 
when  Prohibition  came  in,  he  supported  that.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order,  in  which  he  held  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree;  he  belonged  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  was  a  communicant  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  also  was  a  member  of  the  board. 
When  he  was  a  child,  the  church  had  a  strong  appeal 
to  him.  He  never  missed  a  service  if  he  could  help 
it,  and  early  in  manhood  he  united  with  the  con¬ 
gregation.  Invariably  upright  and  honest  in  his  deal¬ 
ings,  he  lived  from  day  to  day  according  to  the 
Golden  Rule.  It  was  said  he  never  missed  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  advance  the  teachings  of  Christ.  One 
publication  said: 

He  was  not  known,  at  his  best,  in  the  large  churches 
where  his  position  in  life  might  have  secured  for  him 
recognition,  but  many  a  struggling  little  county  church 
was  cheered  and  encouraged  when  this  kindly  .  .  . 
Christian  man  came  quietly  into  their  midst  and  left 
with  them  a  message  of  love  and  hope  and  encourage¬ 
ment.  It  was  his  custom  for  years  on  Sabbath  after¬ 
noon  to  find  his  way  to  the  County  Home,  and  there 
carry  the  comfort  of  the  Gospel  to  the  poor  people  who 
were  denied  the  privileges  of  the  church.  Like  his 
Master,  “He  went  about  doing  good.” 

On  August  28,  1879,  Mr.  Chillcott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Frances  Matteson,  daughter  of  Alonzo 
and  Lida  Matteson.  Mr.  Chillcott  lived  to  observe 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage.  Mrs.  Chill¬ 
cott,  who  survived  him  until  September  10,  1932, 
continued  to  reside  in  the  residence  in  Brookville. 
Surviving  is  a  daughter,  Leah,  now  wife  of  J.  T. 
Armstrong,  a  coal  operator,  and  two  grandchildren, 
Mrs.  Paul  Truman  and  Thom  Armstrong.  Mrs. 
Chillcott  was  a  faithful  communicant  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Brookville,  and  has  done  much  good, 
through  the  church  and  in  various  helpful  causes  of 
charity. 

Mr.  Chillcott  lived  an  exemplary  life,  and  when  he 
died,  on  March  11,  1930,  the  sense  of  bereavement 
at  his  loss  was  universal,  among  those  who  had 
called  him  their  friend,  and  who  cherish  his  memory 
today. 

A  self-made  man,  a  gentleman,  pioneer  leader  in  the 
coal  developing  of  western  Pennsylvania,  his  name 
and  record  will  ever  be  preserved  in  the  history  of 
this  great  Commonwealth. 


ROBERT  GAILEY  WOODSIDE— As  lawyer 
and  public  official,  Robert  Gailey  Woodside  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  is  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  is  a 
native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Nevin  and  Mary  Maude  Woodside,  born  July  16, 
1876.  The  family  moved  to  Pittsburgh  when  the  son 
was  four  years  old,  and  it  was  in  this  city  that  he 
grew  up  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools.  Matriculating  at  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  he  was  graduated  cum  laude  in  the 
class  of  1898,  with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Arts. 


Four  years  later  he  was  graduated  from  the  law 
school  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  a  Bachelor 
of  Laws.  Admitted  to  the  Allegheny  County  bar 
in  June,  1902,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion,  a  vocation  he  continued  until  1921.  His  rec¬ 
ord  as  an  attorney  was  one  of  increasing  success  and 
growing  clientele,  only  his  keen  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  his  election,  in  1891,  as  sheriff  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County  being  the  occasion  of  his  change  of 
career.  In  January,  1927,  Mr.  Woodside  was  ap¬ 
pointed  disbursing  deputy  auditor-general  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  he  was  elected  during  that  same 
year  county  controller  of  Allegheny  County,  a  post 
to  which  he  was  reelected  in  1931  and  in  which  he 
is  still  serving.  Since  1921,  then,  Mr.  Woodside  has 
been  devoting  his  energies  and  most  of  his  time  to 
public  office  to  the  evident  approval  of  the  elec¬ 
torate.  He  has  not  used  his  abilities  to  advance  him¬ 
self  politically,  nor  to  make  capital  for  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  but  has  been  motivated  by  high 
ideals  and  a  straightforward  desire  to  be  of  use  to 
his  county.  Clear  thinking  and  plain  spoken,  a 
powerful  adversary  when  questions  of  right  are  in¬ 
volved,  his  enemies  are  chiefly  those  who  advocated 
measures  which  will  not  bear  scrutiny  or  the  light 
of  investigation. 

Mr.  Woodside  was  old  enough  to  serve  his  coun¬ 
try  in  the  Spanish- American  War,  and  young  enough 
to  be  accepted  as  a  volunteer  by  the  United  States 
Army  in  the  World  War,  his  military  experience 
covering  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  being  particu¬ 
larly  useful  to  his  country  during  the  last  great  con¬ 
flict.  He  enlisted  in  Company  H,  10th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  and  unlike  many  of  the  soldiers  of 
that  day,  he  saw  service  abroad,  being  sent  to  the 
Philippine  Islands.  Upon  his  return  to  this  country 
he  continued  his  military  career  as  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  being  commissioned  a 
captain  in  1904,  a  major  in  1911,  and  retired  as  a 
lieutenant-colonel  in  1914.  When  the  United  States 
became  involved  in  the  World  War,  former  Colonel 
Woodside  enlisted  in  the  army,  attended  the  second 
officers’  training  camp  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia, 
in  1917,  and  received  his  commission  as  captain.  As¬ 
signed  to  the  38th  Infantry,  3d  Division,  Captain 
Woodside  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  and  shared  in  the  campaigns 
of  his  division.  He  was  awarded  the  Distinguished 
Service  Cross  for  gallantry  in  action  in  July,  1918, 
at  Les  Franquets  Farm,  France.  On  October  9, 
1918,  he  was  wounded  in  action  during  the  Meuse- 
Argonne  Offensive. 

Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life  and  the  resumption 
of  his  practice  as  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Woodside  gave 
rein  to  his  social  and  fraternal  interests.  For  some 
years  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  and  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  also  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  A  member  of  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  he  has  served  that  organ¬ 
ization  as  commander-in-chief,  and  also  was  national 
commander  of  the  Legion  of  Valor,  1927  to  1929. 
In  1932  Mr.  Woodside  was  president  of  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  National  Home,  at  Eaton  Rapids, 
Michigan.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  State 
Sheriffs’  Association  of  Pennsylvania  in  1923-24  and 
has  also  served  as  president  of  the  State  Association 
of  County  Controllers.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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WILL  VAN  NESS  YATES— As  a  young  man, 
soon  after  the  completion  of  his  law  studies,  the  late 
Will  Van  Ness  Yates  located  at  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  continued  in  active  practice  in  this  city  during  the 
balance  of  his  life  and  made  for  himself  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  resourceful  and  reliable  attorney. 

Though  ill  health  pursued  Mr.  Yates  for  a  consider¬ 
able  period  prior  to  his  early  death,  he  nevertheless 
found  strength  enough  to  participate  actively  and 
effectively  in  various  phases  of  the  community’s  life. 
Thus  he  became  a  well-known  figure  in  Warren,  where 
he  was  always  very  popular  and  highly  respected. 

Will  Van  Ness  Yates  was  born  at  Columbus,  War¬ 
ren  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  I,  1859,  the  son  of 
the  late  George  Van  Ness  and  Lucy  (Smith)  Yates. 
The  first  ancestor  on  his  mother’s  side  of  whom  he 
had  any  account  was  Colonel  John  Jones,  born  in 
North  Wales,  in  1580,  who  was  married,  in  1623,  to 
Henrietta,  second  sister  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  Lord 
Protector  of  England.  Their  son,  Hon.  William  Jones, 
was  born  in  1624,  became  a  lawyer  at  Westminster, 
married  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Theophilus  Eaton,  the 
founder  and  first  governor  of  New  Haven  Colony,  in 
Connecticut. 

Will  Van  Ness  Yates’  father  was  a  well-known 
banker,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  vice-president 
of  the  Corry  National  Bank  of  Corry,  Erie  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Yates  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Corry  and 
then  attended  Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Buchtel  College,  now  the  University  of 
Akron,  at  Akron,  Ohio.  While  a  student  at  the  latter 
institution,  he  organized  the  Lone  Star  Fraternity, 
which  has  since  then  developed  into  one  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  fraternities  of  Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  in  1885,  Mr.  Yates 
became  a  resident  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  which  city 
remained  his  home  and  the  center  of  his  professional 
activities  as  a  lawyer  until  his  death.  At  different 
times  during  his  thirteen  years  of  law  practice,  he 
read  law  with  Hon.  C.  W.  Stone  and  with  Judge  John¬ 
son,  but  during  the  last  few  years  he  practiced  alone 
and  under  his  own  name.  Several  times  during  his 
career  Mr.  Yates  was  prominently  mentioned  for  a 
judgeship,  but  ill  health  always  forced  him  to  decline 
this  honor,  for  which  he  was  generally  regarded  by 
his  professional  associates  as  unusually  well  qualified. 
Though  his  professional  activities  always  received  the 
major  share  of  his  time  and  attention,  Mr.  Yates  also 
was  active  in  business  and  industrial  affairs  and 
through  these  activities  did  much  to  further  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Warren.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Warren  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In 
politics  he  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  were  with  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Warren,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  was  prominently  active,  serving  as  deacon, 
treasurer  and  as  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday  school. 

Mr.  Yates  married,  at  Wheeling,  Missouri,  on  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1883,  Rose  E.  Bishop,  a  daughter  of  L.  G.  and 
Electa  (Griswold)  Bishop,  the  former  a  retired  busi¬ 
ness  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yates  became  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Kopf. 
2.  Lulu,  a  twin  of  the  former,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  3.  Ethel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  4.  Bishop  Van  Ness  Yates,  who  at  the  present 
time  holds  the  office  of  Purchasing  Agent  at  Ham¬ 
mond  Works,  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 

Several  years  after  Mr.  Yates’  death,  Mrs.  Yates 
married  (second),  February  22,  1908,  William  Ham¬ 


mond,  of  Warren.  Mr.  Hammond  established  and 
successfully  operated  the  Hammond  Iron  Works,  of 
Warren,  builders  of  large  tanks  used  for  the  storage 
of  oil  throughout  the  world,  and  of  other  types  of 
tanks  for  different  uses. 

Mr.  Hammond  died  on  January  1,  1913.  Mrs.  Ham¬ 
mond  still  makes  her  home  in  Warren,  her  residence 
now  being  located  at  No.  2  Cottage  Place. 

At  his  home  in  Warren,  Will  Van  Ness  Yates  died 
on  July  18,  1898.  His  untimely  death,  in  his  thirty- 
ninth  year,  though  not  entirely  unexpected,  caused 
widespread  regret  wherever  he  was  known.  For  to 
know  him  meant  to  like  him.  Today,  though  many 
years  have  passed  since  his  death,  Mr.  Yates  is  still 
fondly  remembered  by  many  who  enjoyed  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  his  friendship  or  acquaintance,  and  they  will 
continue  to  cherish  his  memory  as  that  of  a  loving 
and  devoted  husband  and  father,  a  loyal  friend  and  a 
patriotic  citizen. 

Commemorating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Lone  Star  Fraternity  of  Buchtel  Col¬ 
lege,  now  Akron  University,  and  also  paying  tribute 
to  the  founder,  Will  Van  Ness  Yates,  a  wreath  was 
sent  from  the  college  and  placed  on  the  grave  of  Mr. 
Yates  in  Oakland  Cemetery  by  a  fraternity  brother 
on  Sunday  morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

Mr.  Yates  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Kopf 
and  Bishop  V.  N.  Yates,  and  the  grandfather  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Kopf,  Robert  Yates  Kopf,  and  Harry  D. 
Kopf,  Jr. 


HON.  ROBERT  RATHBUN  LEWIS— A  lead¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Coudersport  bar  and  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  life  of  this  section,  the  Hon.  Robert 
Rathbun  Lewis  continues  the  traditions  long  asso¬ 
ciated  here  with  his  family  name.  He  was  born  in 
Duke  Center,  Pennsylvania,  on  August  1,  1880,  a  son 
of  Willis  Irving  and  Lucretia  (Rathbun)  Lewis.  This 
family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  America,  having 
been  established  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1632,  by  William  Lewis,  of  Wales.  He 
was  made  a  freeman  in  the  same  year,  and  lived 
successively  at  Braintree  and  Cambridge,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Hadley,  Massachusetts, 
and  Farmington,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1683.  From  him  the  line  of  descent  is  traced 
through  Captain  William  Lewis,  William  (3)  Lewis, 
Captain  Jonathan  Lewis,  William  (4)  Lewis,  William 
(5)  Lewis,  Burton  Lewis  and  Willis  Irving  Lewis, 
father  of  Robert  Rathbun  Lewis.  He  was  born  at 
Lewisville,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  Coudersport, 
on  August  2,  1913.  He  was  one  of  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  of  Pennsylvania  lawyers  in  his  day,  spe¬ 
cializing  in  corporation  practice,  and  serving  as  attor¬ 
ney  and  counsel  to  many  important  interests.  He 
was  also  an  executive  and  director  of  numerous  cor¬ 
porations,  a  prominent  Mason  and  a  leader  in  Repub¬ 
lican  politics. 

Robert  Rathbun  Lewis  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Coudersport,  at¬ 
tended  Wesleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1899  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  Middletown,  Connecticut,  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  upon  the 
completion  of  the  required  course  in  1903.  Having 
decided  meanwhile  upon  a  legal  career,  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  in  1905  was  admitted  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bar.  In  the  same  year  he  began  active  prac¬ 
tice  at  Coudersport,  where  his  professional  inter¬ 
ests  have  always  centered.  He  was  associated  at 
first  with  his  father,  Willis  Irving  Lewis,  and  with 
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A.  F.  Jones  of  Coudersport  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lewis,  Jones  and  Lewis.  With  the  death  of  the 
senior  partner  on  August  2,  1913,  the  firm  became 
Jones  and  Lewis  and  has  so  continued.  Judge  Lewis 
has  a  large  and  important  practice  and  enjoys  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  reputation  at  the  bar.  Apart  from  his 
professional  connections,  he  is  a  director  of  the  Citi¬ 
zens’  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company  of  Couders¬ 
port,  of  which  he  is  also  solicitor ;  president  of  the 
Bayless  Manufacturing  Company  of  Austin;  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Lewisville  Water  Company;  president  of 
the  Roulette  Water  Company;  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Home 
Electric  Company  of  Coudersport.  On  May  6,  1929, 
Governor  John  S.  Fisher  appointed  Mr.  Lewis  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  which  office  he 
served  until  May  24,  1930.  At  that  time  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  president  judge  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Judicial 
District  of  Pennsylvania  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Judge 
Lewis  was  elected  to  this  office  in  November,  1931, 
for  a  ten-year  term. 

W  ith  all  the  pressure  of  his  own  affairs,  Judge 
Lewis  has  found  time  to  serve  frequently  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  interest  in  various  positions  of  civic  responsibility. 
In  1904  he  was  one  of  the  committee  of  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Coudersport  Public  Library,  and  served 
for  many  years  on  its  board  of  directors.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  the  spread  of  knowledge 
through  libraries,  and  as  a  memorial  to  his  father 
erected  the  Willis  Irving  Lewis  Memorial  Library 
at  Ulysses,  Pennsylvania.  Judge  Lewis  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  organization  committee  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Coudersport  and  is  a  past  president 
of  the  club.  In  1919  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Potter  County  Farm  Bureau,  which  office  he  has 
since  filled,  and  in  addition  he  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Black  Forest  Conservation 
Association.  His  membership  in  these  organizations 
indicates  his  interest  in  local  problems  and  his  will¬ 
ingness  to  render  personal  service  in  seeking  their 
solution.  In  1928  Judge  Lewis  was  appointed  to  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College 
and  has  been  twice  elected  to  this  body,  his  present 
term  to  expire  in  1934. 

Fraternally,  Judge  Lewis  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  and 
Past  Master  of  Eulalia  Lodge,  No.  342,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  all  higher  bodies  of  both  York  and  Scottish 
Rites,  including  Coudersport  Chapter,  No.  263,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  High  Priest; 
Potter  Commandery,  No.  62,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  is  a  Past  Commander;  and  Coudersport 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  The 
often  sought  but  rarely  accorded  honor,  election  to 
the  thirty-third  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  the  high¬ 
est  in  Masonry,  has  been  conferred  upon  him  in 
recognition  of  his  many  services  to  the  order  and  his 
constant  allegiance  to  the  finest  Masonic  ideals.  In 
1918,  Mr.  Lewis  was  elected  commander-in-chief  of 
Coudersport  Consistory  for  a  three-year  term  and 
was  three  times  reelected  to  that  office.  He  also 
served  as  Thrice  Potent  Master  of  Coudersport 
Lodge  of  Perfection.  In  December,  1931,  Judge 
Lewis  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Methodist,  being 
a  member  and  trustee  of  Park  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Coudersport. 

On  July  7,  1907,  at  Penn  Yan,  New  York,  Robert 
Rathbun  Lewis  married  Margaret  M.  Wrean,  who 
was  born  at  Whalen,  New  York,  April  5,  1883, 
daughter  of  Robert  S.  Wrean,  a  native  of  Pottsville, 


Pennsylvania,  and  of  Ella  V.  (Phillips)  Wrean.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Willis  Irving,  born  in  Coudersport,  July 
24,  1910.  2.  Virginia  Wrean,  born  February  4,  1912. 
3.  Margaret  Rathbun,  born  May  5,  1914. 


STEPHEN  STONE — Except  for  a  period  extend¬ 
ing  from  January,  1918  to  January,  1923,  Stephen 
Stone,  of  Pittsburgh,  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  since  1897.  During  the  interval  men¬ 
tioned  he  was  the  appointed  and  later  elected  judge 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  Fifth  Judicial 
District,  comprising  the  county  of  Allegheny,  which 
it  should  be  noted  has  as  its  largest  city,  Pittsburgh. 

Judge  Stone  is  a  native  of  Wellsboro,  Tioga 
County,  born  July  27,  1873,  son  of  William  A.  and 
Ellen  Stone.  William  A.  Stone  was  also  a  lawyer 
and  prominent  citizen,  both  of  his  section  and  of  the 
State.  A  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  187th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  became  a  colo¬ 
nel.  He  is  best  known,  no  doubt,  as  a  former  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  State.  Stephen  Stone  received  his  aca¬ 
demic  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh 
and  the  Delaware  Literary  Institute  of  Franklin, 
New  York.  He  matriculated  at  Lafayette  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1895, 
holding  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  While 
this  is  not  the  usual  course  of  study  pursued  by  those 
looking  to  technical  education  in  the  law,  it  prob¬ 
ably  was  in  his  career  the  most  valuable  prepara¬ 
tion  and  training,  one  of  particular  use  to  him  in 
later  life.  From  Lafayette  College,  Stephen  Stone 
entered  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1897,  a  full 
fledged  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  County,  in  1897, 
Air.  Stone  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Stone  and  Potter  in  January  of  the  following  year 
and  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his 
profession  since  that  time  with  the  exception  already 
noted.  The  law  firm  Stone  and  Potter  consisted  of 
William  A.  Stone,  his  father,  and  William  P.  Potter, 
until  the  latter  was  elevated  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania  bench.  At  that  time  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Stone  and  Stone,  continuing  as  such 
until  1916,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  firm  of 
Stone,  Wright  and  Chalfant,  which  in  turn  was  re¬ 
placed  by  the  firm  known  as  Stone,  Chalfant  and  Mc- 
Candless.  This  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  the  firm 
of  Stone  and  McCandless,  a  combination  which  has 
remained  to  the  present.  Judge  Stone  has  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  in  all  State  and  United  States 
courts.  Stephen  Stone  holds  the  admiration  of  col¬ 
leagues  and  clientele.  He  has  a  gift  for  specialized 
law  and  might  well  be  called  a  “corporation  lawyer,” 
were  it  not  that  his  activities  in  his  profession  have 
covered  so  many  fields  of  legal  work.  In  March, 
1919,  he  was  appointed,  by  the  Governor  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  Fifth  Judicial  District.  In  November  of  that 
same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  a 
term  of  ten  years  beginning  January  1,  1920,  but 
resigned  in  December,  1922,  greatly  to  the  regret  of 
those  most  familiar  with  his  work  upon  the  bench. 
Judge  Stone  has  held  but  one  other  office  political  in 
inception,  that  of  city  solicitor  for  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  from  January,  1918,  to  March,  1919,  a  period 
of  peculiar  stress  and  importance,  because  it  was  the 
time  of  the  Nation’s  greatest  activities  in  connection 
with  the  World  War.  Judge  Stone  is  general  coun- 
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sel  for  many  banks,  trust  companies,  industrial,  mer¬ 
cantile  and  other  corporations,  and  is  on  the  direc¬ 
torate  of  a  number  of  these  banks  and  business 
institutions.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of 
all  the  bodies  of  Masonry  up  to,  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Scottish  Rite,  and  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
His  college  fraternity  is  Phi  Gamma  Delta.  Among 
his  clubs  are  the  Duquesne,  University  and  Longue 
Vue  Country,  of  Pittsburgh.  With  his  family  he 
attends  the  Sixth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Pittsburgh. 

On  March  20,  1901,  Stephen  Stone  married  Ida 
M.  McCandless,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Guy  and  Mar¬ 
garet  C.  McCandless,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
five  children:  1.  Margaret,  born  in  February,  1902; 
married  Sidney  A.  Stewart.  2.  Natalie  Jean,  born  in 
February,  1905;  married  James  Shirley  Austin.  3. 
Ellen,  born  in  October,  1908;  married  C.  C.  Bailey. 
4.  Marian,  born  in  June,  1910;  married  E.  P.  Mellon, 
2d.  5.  Stephen,  Jr.,  born  in  March,  1915. 


WILLIAM  JOSIAH  CROW — A  member  of  the 
bar  of  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  since  1926, 
William  Josiah  Crow  is  now  engaged  in  the  inde¬ 
pendent  practice  of  law  at  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania. 
He  has  already  held  several  responsible  public  offices 
in  this  city,  following  the  example  of  his  distinguished 
father  in  seeking  a  career  in  public  life. 

Mr.  Crow  was  born  at  Uniontown,  on  January  22, 
1902,  a  son  of  the  late  Senator  William  Evans  Crow, 
who  died  on  August  2,  1922,  and  of  Adelaide  (Curry) 
Crow.  His  father,  an  attorney-at-law,  was  an  influ¬ 
ential  Republican  leader  in  Pennsylvania,  serving  as 
both  county  and  State  chairman  of  his  party  in  this 
State.  In  his  early  years  he  served  as  district  attor¬ 
ney  at  Uniontown.  From  1907  to  1921  he  represented 
his  county  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate,  and  in 
October,  1921,  was  appointed  United  States  Senator, 
which  office  he  held  until  his  death. 

William  Josiah  Crow  was  educated  at  Pennsylvania 
Military  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1922,  and  at  Dickinson  Law  School,  where  he  took  his 
legal  degree  in  1925.  In  February,  1926,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Fayette  County  bar,  and  since  that 
time  has  devoted  himself  to  professional  pursuits. 
From  January,  1926,  to  January,  1928,  Mr.  Crow 
served  as  parole  officer  at  Uniontown,  and  from  Jan¬ 
uary,  1928,  to  January,  1932,  as  assistant  district  at¬ 
torney.  He  has  since  begun  practice  independently 
with  offices  at  No.  84  East  Main  Street,  Uniontown. 
His  thorough  preparation  for  his  career,  his  energy, 
and  knowledge  of  all  phases  of  legal  theory  and  prac¬ 
tice  all  indicate  that  he  has  embarked  upon  a  highly 
successful  career.  At  the  time  of  going  to  press,  Mr. 
Crow  was  a  candidate  for  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  at  Harrisburg  from  the  Second  District  of 
Fayette  County. 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Mr.  Crow  is  a 
member  of  the  Fayette  County  Reserve  Officers  Asso¬ 
ciation,  serving  as  secretary  of  that  organization  in 
1929-30,  and  as  a  member  of  its  executive  committee 
in  1930-31-32.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Union- 
town  Country  Club  and  of  the  local  Baptist  Church. 

On  October  5,  1923,  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
William  Josiah  Crow  married  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
Sheafer,  daughter  of  John  Thomas  and  Mary  (Haver- 
stock)  Sheafer.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Robert  Hustead,  born  on  March  10,  1927.  2. 
Richard  Sheafer,  born  on  November  12,  1929. 


DAVID  FOULK  COLLINGWOOD  —  In  the 

world  of  insurance,  David  Foulk  Collingwood,  of 
Pittsburgh,  has  acquired  a  place  of  leadership  and 
high  standing  in  his  city  and  State.  Especially  in 
western  Pennsylvania  is  he  widely  known  for  his 
work  as  vice-president  of  the  firm  of  McCandless, 
Collingwood  and  Alexander  and  for  his  authoritative 
knowledge  of  his  field. 

Mr.  Collingwood  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  son  of 
William  and  Marie  L.  (Foulk)  Collingwood,  of  this 
city,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  His  father 
was  first  engaged  in  insurance  work  in  1853,  with 
Robert  C.  Loomis,  under  the  firm  name  of  Loomis 
and  Collingwood.  Attending  the  public  schools  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  completing  his  high  school  work, 
David  Foulk  Collingwood  turned  to  the  business  realm 
to  seek  a  livelihood,  becoming  a  clerk  in  the  drug 
house  of  Joseph  Fleming  and  Son.  A  few  months 
later,  he  secured  employment  with  the  steel  mills  in 
Homestead,  so  continuing  until  1882,  the  year  of  his 
first  association  with  Thomas  J.  Watson  on  the  old 
Oil  Exchange.  First  he  was  a  clerk  with  that  organi¬ 
zation,  with  which  he  afterward  became  Mr.  Watson’s 
confidential  associate.  In  1885,  at  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Loomis,  David  F.  Collingwood  entered  into  a 
business  alliance  with  his  father,  forming  the  firm  of 
Collingwood  and  Son  for  the  purpose  of  handling 
insurance.  His  father  died  in  1902;  but  the  son  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  thereafter  until  May  1,  1917, 
when  he  consolidated  his  company  with  G.  M.  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Son  and  with  W.  G.  McCandless  and  Sons, 
forming  the  new  firm  of  McCandless,  Collingwood 
and  Alexander.  The  officers  of  this  group  were : 
George  M.  McCandless,  now  deceased,  president ; 
David  F.  Collingwood,  vice-president;  and  J.  S.  Alex¬ 
ander,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  firm’s  offices  are 
in  the  Commonwealth  Building,  Pittsburgh,  where  it 
handles  every  kind  of  insurance  except  life  insurance, 
covering  from  this  point  of  vantage  the  whole  of  the 
western  part  of  this  State.  It  is  associated  with  the 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  Allegheny  County,  and 
represents  a  number  of  important  insurance  com¬ 
panies,  including  the  American  Alliance,  Atlas,  Cam¬ 
den,  Commercial  Union,  Connecticut,  Employers, 
Employers’  Liability  Assurance,  Fidelity-Phenix,  Fire 
Association,  Granite  State,  National,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Niagara,  Northern,  Phoenix,  Rhode  Island, 
Springfield,  Star,  Victory,  Western  and  Yorkshire. 

Aside  from  his  activities  in  insurance,  which  have 
been  extensive,  Mr.  Collingwood  has  figured  promi¬ 
nently  in  other  business  enterprises  of  his  city.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Keystone  National  Bank  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Dollar  Savings  Bank.  He  is  president 
of  the  Athalia  Daly  Home  for  Girls  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Allegheny  Cemetery. 

Public  affairs  early  enlisted  his  attention;  and  for 
a  number  of  years  he  held  a  position  of  leadership  in 
political  circles.  From  1903  to  1906,  he  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  county  of  Allegheny.  His  political 
alignment  has  been  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
his  religious  faith,  Mr.  Collingwood  is  a  Presbyterian, 
affiliated  with  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
Pittsburgh.  Before  connecting  himself  with  this 
parish,  he  was  for  twenty-six  years  an  elder  in  Cal¬ 
vary  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Braddock,  this  State. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Collingwood  acted  as 
treasurer  of  the  Braddock,  Rankin  and  East  Pitts¬ 
burgh  branch  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  also  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  Liberty  Loan  Committee  and  as  captain  of 
Group  No.  3  of  the  American  Patriotic  League.  He 
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was  appointed  by  Governor  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  of  De¬ 
fense. 

Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  holds  the  thirty- 
third  degree,  the  highest  honor  in  Masonry.  He  is  a 
Past  Master  of  Crescent  Lodge,  No.  576;  Past  High 
Priest  of  Shiloh  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  a 
member  of  Tancred  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar  ;  Past  Most  Wise  Master  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Chapter  of  Rose  Croix ;  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Consistory,  Valley  of  Pittsburgh ;  a  member  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite;  an  initiate  in  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Order  of  Jesters,  Court  No.  2.  Mr.  Col- 
lingwood  is  also  a  member  of  the  Duquesne  Club ; 
the  Keystone  Athletic  Club,  in  which  he  holds  life 
membership ;  the  Edgewood  Country  Club ;  the  Press 
Club ;  and,  through  his  maternal  ancestor,  John  Foulk, 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  Into  each  of 
these  groups,  he  has  consistently  put  his  best  ener¬ 
gies  ;  and  his  enthusiasm  and  devotion  to  the  well¬ 
being  of  his  city,  State  and  Nation  have  been  con¬ 
tinuously  manifest. 

David  Foulk  Collingwood  married,  on  September 
23,  1890,  at  Braddock,  Mary  E.  Kirkpatrick,  daughter 
of  Allen  and  Rebecca  (Bell)  Kirkpatrick.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1. 
Rebecca  Bell,  who  died  in  1918 ;  she  was  the  wife 
of  James  McIntosh,  and,  they  had  one  son,  James 
McIntosh,  Jr.  2.  Allen  Kirkpatrick,  born  in  1892, 
who  married  Marie  Martin ;  he  served  as  an  ensign  in 
the  United  States  Navy  in  the  World  War. 


MAJOR  HUGH  LAIRD  CURTIN  — A  member 
of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
Centre  County,  Major  Curtin  himself  is  a  native  and 
a  lifelong  resident  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  For¬ 
merly  prominently  identified  with  the  iron  industry 
during  the  period  when  it  was  one  of  the  important 
factors  of  industrial  life  in  Centre  County,  he  was 
then  one  of  the  well-known  figures  in  this  industry  in 
Central  Pennsylvania.  The  large  interests  of  the 
Curtin  estate,  now  administered  by  him,  are  of  im¬ 
portance  to  this  entire  vicinity  and  through  his  able 
management  of  them  Major  Curtin  has  made  contri¬ 
butions  of  lasting  value  to  the  civic  and  economic 
progress  and  welfare  of  his  native  region.  That  he 
should  be  considered  as  one  of  the  most  representa¬ 
tive,  most  substantial  and  most  public-spirited  citizen 
of  Centre  County  is,  therefore,  quite  natural. 

Hugh  Laird  Curtin  was  born  at  Curtin,  Centre 
County,  October  5,  1882,  a  son  of  Henry  Roland  and 
Eliza  (McMeen)  Curtin.  His  father  was  likewise  a 
native  of  Curtin,  this  town  being  named  after  the 
family.  Major  Curtin’s  mother  was  a  native  of 
Milesburg.  His  father,  who  died  on  January  21,  1909, 
was  long  prominent  in  the  iron  industry  and  twice 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legis¬ 
lature.  Major  Curtin’s  mother  is  still  a  resident  of 
Curtin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Roland  Curtin  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Joseph  M.,  a  resident 
of  Pittsburgh.  2.  John,  a  resident  of  Belief onte. 
3.  Hugh  Laird,  of  whom  further.  4.  Katherine,  who 
married  Thomas  B.  Hoges,  of  Cynwyd.  Major  Cur¬ 
tin  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Boggs  Township  and  then  attended  Bellefonte 
Academy.  From  there  he  went  to  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  After  returning  from  Col¬ 
lege  Major  Curtin  became  associated  in  business  with 


his  father,  continuing  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1909 
and  being  active  in  the  iron  and  charcoal  industries 
during  this  period.  Until  1921  he  served  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Curtin  Forge  Company  and  the  Eagle 
Iron  Works,  makers  of  charcoal  iron,  the  last  char¬ 
coal  iron  blast  in  the  State  and  perhaps  the  United 
States.  He  now  has  complete  charge  of  the  Curtin 
estate  and  is  also  actively  engaged  in  farming.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  a  Past  Master 
of  his  lodge,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  For  many  years 
identified  with  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  he 
derived  his  military  title  of  Major  from  his  service 
with  that  organization.  He  also  saw  service  at  the 
Mexican  Border  and  in  the  World  War. 

Major  Curtin  married,  June  7,  1911,  Thomazine 
Potter,  a  native  of  Centre  County.  Major  and  Mrs. 
Curtin  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mary 
Summerville,  Eliza  McMeen,  Hugh  Laird,  Jr.,  Nancy 
Jane,  George  Potter,  Thomazine  H.  and  James  Potter. 


MARCUS  J.  HANDWERK— For  many  years 
past,  Marcus  J.  Handwerk  has  occupied  a  prominent 
place  in  the  life  of  Galeton,  Potter  County,  both  in 
business  and  in  civic  affairs.  His  interests  include 
several  manufacturing  concerns  as  well  as  a  local 
newspaper,  while  in  the  field  of  public  service  he  has 
proved  himself  a  citizen  whose  efforts  have  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  the  advancement  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Handwerk  was  born  on  March  25,  1867,  at 
Germania,  Potter  County,  a  son  of  Marcus  and 
Regina  (Hartmann)  Handwerk,  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  both  now  deceased.  They  were  married  in 
St.  Clair,  and  afterwards  resided  in  Germania,  where 
the  father  was  a  blacksmith  and  farmer.  A  Democrat 
in  politics,  he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Germania  School  Board. 

Marcus  John  Handwerk,  the  son,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Germania,  and  later  completed 
the  course  of  study  at  Mansfield  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1886.  Later  he  entered  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Commercial  College,  where  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1892.  Meanwhile  he  had  begun  the  active  busi¬ 
ness  of  life,  teaching  at  various  periods  in  the  district 
school  at  Germania  and  the  graded  school  at  Roulette, 
both  in  Potter  County,  from  1886  to  1894.  In  the 
latter  year  he  removed  to  Charlottesville,  Virginia, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  fire  insur¬ 
ance  business,  and  where  he  remained  until  1897.  On 
his  return  to  Pennsylvania,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Schwarzenbach  Brewing  Company,  at  Germania, 
as  a  bookkeeper,  and  continued  his  connection  with 
this  enterprise  for  many  years.  The  merit  of  his 
services  brought  him  advancement  within  the  organi¬ 
zation,  and  in  1900,  when  it  was  incorporated,  he  was 
elected  secretary.  After  1915  he  was  both  secretary 
and  treasurer.  In  1901  the  plant  at  Germania  was 
abandoned  and  the  firm  removed  to  Galeton,  where, 
after  1919,  they  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  soft 
drinks,  ice  cream  and  ice.  The  plant  was  sold  in 
1924  and  Mr.  Handwerk  retired  from  that  business. 

Mr.  Handwerk’s  activities  have  centered  at  Galeton 
since  1901,  and  with  the  passing  years  his  interests 
here  have  largely  increased.  In  1912,  in  association 
with  Charles  A.  Rugaber,  he  purchased  the  Galeton 
“Leader-Dispatch,”  and  as  its  editor  has  made  this 
paper  an  important  force  in  the  community.  In  1918, 
in  addition,  he  organized  the  Galeton  Dairy  Products 
Company,  manufacturers  of  condensed  milk,  butter 
and  other  dairy  products,  and  now  one  of  the  largest 
enterprises  of  its  kind  in  this  section.  As  president 
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and  treasurer  of  the  concern,  Mr.  Handwerk  has 
guided  its  affairs  with  continued  success. 

In  the  field  of  civic  affairs  and  public  life,  Mr. 
Handwerk  has  been  equally  active,  giving  the  com¬ 
munity  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  ability  in 
many  ways.  He  was  an  organizer  and  first  president 
of  the  Galeton  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Potter 
County  Farm  Bureau  and  chairman  of  the  Potter 
County  Emergency  Milk  Marketing  Commission.  In¬ 
terested  in  boys  and  their  training  for  manhood  and 
citizenship,  he  is  a  member  of  the  District  Council  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  and  in  addition  is  the 
leader  of  a  boys’  band  of  sixty  pieces,  which  it  has 
been  one  of  his  greatest  pleasures  to  direct  since  1901. 
Mr.  Plandwerk  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
been  an  influential  figure  in  his  party  for  many  years. 
From  1904  to  1915  he  was  secretary  of  the  Borough 
Council,  and  he  is  now  its  president.  For  more  than 
eight  years  past  he  has  also  been  Republican  State 
committeeman.  Mr.  Handwerk  is  president  of  the 
Brookland  Club,  a  sportsmen’s  organization  owning  a 
trout  preserve  of  one  thousand  acres  in  Potter  County. 
With  his  family  he  attends  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Galeton. 

On  October  16,  1894,  Marcus  John  Handwerk  mar¬ 
ried,  at  Tonawanda,  New  York,  Anna  Kortz,  who 
was  born  in  Germania,  Pennsylvania,  on  June  27, 
1870,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Katherine  (Pflugfelder) 
Kortz,  both  now  deceased.  Her  parents  were  born  in 
Germany  and  were  married  at  Troy,  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Handwerk  became  the  parents  of  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Anna  Helene,  who  was  born  on  March  2,  1907,  in 
Galeton,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Temple  University,  in 
Philadelphia.  She  is  associated  with  her  father  in  the 
business  of  the  Galeton  Dairy  Products  Company  as 
accountant. 


RAY  E.  HAWKINS — In  the  younger  profes¬ 
sional  coterie  there  are  few  more  popular  figures  than 
that  of  Ray  E.  Hawkins,  supervising  principal  of  the 
Galeton  Borough  schools.  Although  he  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  town  school  system  through  all  of  his 
professional  career,  it  was  not  until  1928  that  he  was 
graduated  from  college,  and  only  since  1930  has  he 
been  in  full  charge  of  the  district.  He  was  born  at 
Alden,  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  18,  1904, 
the  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (James)  Hawkins. 
His  mother,  who  was  of  Colonial  ancestry  is  dead. 

The  youthful  Hawkins  attended  the  grade  and  high 
schools  of  Luzerne  County,  and  from  these  matricu¬ 
lated  at  Bloomsburg  State  Teachers  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1928.  He  was,  and  prob¬ 
ably  always  will  be  a  student,  one  ever  craving  to 
known  more,  and  he  made  a  notable  scholastic  record 
at  Bloomsburg.  But  Professor  Hawkins  realized  that 
schooling  came  from  more  than  books  and  lectures, 
and  he  played  a  prominent  role  in  many  phases  of 
collegiate  life.  He  won  his  letters  in  basketball  and 
football,  and  was  captain  of  the  football  team  during 
his  senior  year.  The  same  all  ’round  zest  for  sports 
and  social  activities  and  versatility  of  ability  which 
characterized  his  student  career,  also  characterizes  his 
professional  career  since  graduation.  He  came  to  the 
Galeton  High  School  in  the  autumn  of  1928  as  an 
instructor  in  science  and  history.  He  also  pursued 
post-graduate  studies  under  State  Teachers  College 
direction,  coached  the  athletic  teams  of  the  school, 
and  identified  himself  with  the  life  of  Galeton.  In 
1930,  Professor  Hawkins  was  made  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  borough  school  system,  and  has  done 


remarkable  work  in  revisions  and  modernizing  the 
administration  of  school  affairs,  and  its  methods  of 
instruction  and  direction.  The  Galeton  schools,  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  grade  and  one  high  school  building, 
house  pupils  from  an  enrollment  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  sixty  are  entered  in 
the  high  school.  As  is  well  known,  the  modern  high 
school,  and  often  many  of  the  grade  schools  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  have,  in  addition  to  the  regular  course  of 
studies,  a  multitude  of  activities  approaching  those  of 
a  college,  so  that  the  supervising  principal  has  to  be 
extraordinarily  versatile  and  informed  to  pilot  student 
activities  in  orchestras,  plays,  glee  clubs,  the  issue  of 
a  school  paper,  and  various  clubs,  all  of  which  are  to 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  Galeton  Borough 
schools.  Professor  Hawkins  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  achievements  in 
Galeton.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  his  colleagues  in 
the  teaching  profession  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Education  Association.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  Galeton  Lodge,  No.  602,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Galeton 
Rotary  Club,  and  the  Theatre  Guild;  his  college  fra¬ 
ternity  is  Omega  Chi.  Politically  Mr.  Hawkins  is  a 
Republican ;  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

On  July  19,  1930,  Ray  E.  Hawkins  married  Edith 
McLeod,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Margaret. 


JOHN  T.  NEWELL— Practically  all  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  career  of  John  T.  Newell  has  been  identified  with 
the  printing  and  publishing  business,  and  as  the  active 
head  of  the  Newell  Press  at  Warren  he  has  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  managing  the  largest  and  most  important 
establishment  of  its  kind  in  northwestern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mr.  Newell  was  born  at  Parkers  Landing, 
Armstrong  County,  January  8,  1874,  the  son  of  J.  T. 
P.  and  Viola  H.  (Lesh)  Newell.  His  father  died  in 
1883,  in  Clarion  County,  and  the  mother,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  died  in  1928.  Mr.  Newell  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  made  an  early 
beginning  in  the  printing  trade.  In  November,  1928, 
he  started  in  business  for  himself  at  No.  428  Penn 
Avenue,  Warren,  having  as  his  plant  three  small 
presses  operated  with  foot-power.  As  the  business 
grew,  he  found  his  equipment  inadequate  and  in¬ 
stalled  electrically  driven  presses. 

In  1905  the  business  became  a  partnership  under  the 
style  of  the  Newell  Press,  with  himself  and  Mrs. 
Newell  the  owners.  To  meet  the  increasing  demands 
of  the  customers,  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  more 
commodious  quarters,  and  Mr.  Newell  erected  a  five- 
story  reinforced  concrete  building  on  Third  Avenue, 
Warren,  which  now  houses  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  modern  printing  plants  in  the  State,  given  over 
exclusively  to  commercial  printing.  The  Newell 
Press  has  25,000  square  feet  of  floor  space,  gives 
employment  to  sixty  persons,  and  cares  for  a  trade 
that  is  drawn  from  a  one-hundred-mile  radius  of 
Warren.  It  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  as  the  clients  of 
the  business  agree.  Not  only  is  the  business  a  live 
commercial  asset  of  the  city,  but  Mr.  Newell  also  is 
deeply  interested  in  everything  that  promotes  the 
growth,  development  and  progress  of  the  community. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Warren  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Conewango  Club,  also  affiliates  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Newell  married,  in  1905,  Vinnie  M.  Knapp,  of 
New  York  State,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Dorothy 
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B.,  a  graduate  of  Dana  Hall,  Wellesley,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women,  at  Pitts¬ 
burg. 


AMOS  G.  BARRETT — In  the  educational,  cul¬ 
tural  and  civic  life  of  Coudersport,  Potter  County, 
Professor  Amos  G.  Barrett  plays  a  prominent  role. 
He  is  a  recent  addition  to  the  professional  and  social 
coteries  of  the  city,  having  located  there  in  1930,  but 
has  proven  himself  not  only  an  able  educator  but  a 
man  and  a  citizen  who  will  help  in  every  way  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  interests  of  Coudersport  and  of  its  people. 
He  is  a  native  of  Clearfield  County,  born  there  June 
20,  1894,  the  son  of  Edmund  and  Teressa  (Bloom) 
Barrett.  The  preliminaries  of  his  education  were 
acquired  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Blain 
City,  Pennsylvania,  and  mainly  by  his  own  efforts 
he  matriculated  at  Pennsylvania  State  College,  and 
worked  his  way  through  four  years  of  instruction. 
He  was  graduated  from  Pennsylvania  State  in  1919, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  for  further 
scholastic  attainments  was  awarded  his  Master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Arts,  ten  years  later. 

Mr.  Barrett  went  straight  from  college  to  accept  a 
position  as  assistant  principal  of  the  Coalport-Irvona 
High  School,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  He 
then  served  four  years  as  the  supervising  principal 
of  the  Sykesville,  Jefferson  County,  schools,  and 
made  a  reputation  as  an  educator  and  administrator 
which  led  to  his  call  to  become  the  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Coudersport  Borough  schools,  perhaps 
the  most  important  in  the  county,  and  the  ones  whose 
combined  enrollment  of  pupils  exceeds  that  of  any 
other  district.  There  are  two  school  buildings  under 
his  jurisdiction  in  which  the  total  enrollment  is  seven 
hundred  and  forty-one,  of  which  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  are  in  the  high  school,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  of  these  pupils  are  non-residents.  The 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  a  student  body  of 
such  size  is  almost  equivalent  to  the  management  of 
a  small  college.  Like  the  higher  institutions,  there 
are  varied  departments  and  all  sorts  of  student  activi¬ 
ties.  Some  of  the  chief  features  of  the  Coudersport 
system  are :  a  director  of  physical  education  and 
health;  vocational,  agricultural  and  manual  training; 
junior  and  senior  high  school  orchestras  and  glee 
clubs ;  a  school  paper ;  and  athletic  and  theatrical  club 
activities  of  various  kinds.  In  sports  the  schools  are 
a  member  of  the  North  Central  Interscholastic  Basket¬ 
ball  League  and  there  are  football,  baseball  and  other 
athletic  teams. 

Professor  Barrett  seems  to  have  both  the  ability 
and  the  versatility  to  attend  to  his  professional  duties 
and  to  devote  a  good  deal  of  his  time  and  energies 
to  other  forms  of  personal  activities.  He  is  president 
of  the  Potter  County  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Education  Association,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Education  Association.  Fraternally  he  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Reynolds ville  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Valley  of  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His 
college  fraternity  is  the  Lambda  Chi  Alpha ;  and  his 
local  club  is  the  Rotary.  His  political  faith  is  that 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  of  the  Coudersport  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Amos  G.  Barrett  married  Marion  Harper,  at 
Irvona,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Francis. 


HARDMAN  PETRIKIN  HARRIS— Represent¬ 
ing  the  third  successive  generation  of  his  immediate 
family  in  the  undertaking  business  at  Bellefonte, 
Centre  County,  Mr.  Harris  is  today  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  establishments  of  this 
type  in  central  Pennsylvania.  Continuing  to  operate 
it  on  the  high  plane  of  efficiency  on  which  it  has  al¬ 
ways  been  maintained,  Mr.  Harris  has  greatly  ex¬ 
tended  its  circle  of  patrons.  Though  he  gives  much 
time  and  thought  to  the  direction  of  this  business,  he 
has  also  many  other  interests,  both  in  the  world  of 
business  and  in  other  directions.  He  has  long  been 
one  of  the  recognized  leaders  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Pennsylvania  and  his  fellow-citizens  have  honored 
him  several  times  by  election  to  high  local  offices.  As 
a  public  official  Mr.  Harris  has  shown  exceptional 
ability',  unfailing  faithfulness  and  true  patriotism. 
Quite  naturally  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  citizens 
of  Bellefonte,  for  the  whole  community  appreciates 
that  he  constantly  has  its  best  interests  at  heart. 

Hardman  Petrikin  Harris  was  born  at  Bellefonte, 
Centre  County,  March  22,  1864,  a  son  of  Henry  P. 
and  Mary  C.  (Tonner)  Harris.  Both  his  paternal 
grandfather  and  his  father  were  engaged  in  the  furni¬ 
ture  and  undertaking  business  at  Bellefonte,  the  latter 
continuing  actively  in  business  until  his  death.  Mr. 
Harris’  maternal  grandfather,  the  late  Rev.  John 
Tonner,  was  a  clergyman  and  also  served  as  county 
recorder.  He  was  noted  for  his  fine  penmanship  and 
his  grandson  today  still  owns  among  his  most  treasured 
possessions  a  number  of  letters  penned  by  him  as 
long  ago  as  1842.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  these 
letters,  therefore,  are  almost  a  century  old,  they  are 
still  wonderfully'  preserved  and  their  penmanship  to¬ 
day  is  as  clear  as  it -was  when  these  letters  were 
written.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  P.  Harris  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Wilber  F.,  a  resident  of 
Harrisburg.  2.  Hardman  Petrikin,  of  whom  further. 
3.  Lydia,  who  married  W.  H.  Galway,  of  Radford, 
Virginia.  4.  James  H.,  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  5. 
John  Tonner  Harris,  who  is  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  at  Harris¬ 
burg.  Hardman  Petrikin  Harris  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  grammar  schools  of  Bellefonte 
and  then  attended  and  was  graduated  from  the  local 
high  school.  After  leaving  school  he  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  coal  mining  industry  and  for  a  number 
of  years  engaged  in  the  development  of  coal  mines. 
Following  the  death  of  his  father,  he  took  over  the 
undertaking  and  furniture  business  conducted  by  the 
latter  and  since  then  has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to 
the  active  management  of  this  business.  He  has  the 
distinction  of  having  prepared  for  burial  three  former 
governors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Harris  has  been  prominent  in  public  life. 
He  has  served  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  Belle¬ 
fonte  School  Board  and  eight  years  as  a  member  of 
the  Bellefonte  City  Council.  He  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  burgess  of  Bellefonte,  his  reelection  to 
this  office  after  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  indi¬ 
cating  that  his  fellow-citizens  fully  approved  the 
manner  in  which  he  administered  its  duties.  At  one 
time  Mr.  Harris  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  State  Committee.  He  is  a  man  of  sincere 
public  spirit,  and  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  his  native  town  and  county  always  arouses  his 
interest.  He  has  been  very  active  both  in  Bellefonte 
and  in  other  parts  of  Centre  County  in  developing 
local  industries,  such  as  limestone  quarries,  and  in  this 
work  his  exceptional  business  and  executive  ability 
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have  proven  very  valuable.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Bellefonte  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Harris  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home  at 
Bellefonte. 


CLAUDE  G.  AIKENS — Widely  known  as  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  State  College  “Times,”  of  State  College, 
Centre  County,  Claude  G.  Aikens  is  carrying  on  an 
important  work  in  this  community,  where  his  influence 
is  broad  and  helpful.  He  is  president  of  the  Nittany 
Publishing  and  Printing  Company,  who  issue  the 
“Times”  weekly. 

Mr.  Aikens  was  born  at  Pine  Grove  Mills,  Centre 
County,  on  February  15,  1892,  son  of  Dr.  Charles 
Thomas  and  Athalia  C.  (Gitt)  Aikens.  His  father 
was  born  at  Siglerville,  Mifflin  County,  on  December 
14,  1862,  and  died  on  June  21,  1927.  He  was  made, 
in  1905,  president  of  Susquehanna  University,  Selins- 
grove,  a  position  that  he  held  thereafter  until  his 
death. 

The  only  child  of  his  family,  Claude  G.  Aikens, 
whose  name  heads  this  review,  attended  the  academy 
at  Pine  Grove  Mills,  afterward  studying  at  Susque¬ 
hanna  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1910. 
Going  to  Yale  University,  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  that  institution  in  1912,  after 
which  he  came  to  Selinsgrove  to  become  associated 
with  the  First  National  Bank.  In  1917  he  enlisted 
in  the  Army  Ambulance  Corps,  beginning  his  work 
in  that  connection  on  January  5  of  that  year.  He  went 
overseas  in  May,  1918,  serving  with  both  the  Italian 
and  British  armies,  and  returned  in  May,  1919;  but 
previously,  on  January  2,  1918,  he  had  been  com¬ 
missioned  first  lieutenant.  Twice,  in  1918  and  again  in 
1919,  he  received  the  Italian  War  Cross.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  once 
more  going  into  banking,  this  time  at  State  College, 
where  he  went  on  with  his  financial  work  for  six 
months. 

Meanwhile,  he  had  been  at  work  on  other  enter¬ 
prises,  having  built,  during  those  six  months,  a  silk 
mill  at  Spring  Mills.  Before  the  war,  he  had  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Nittany  Publishing  and  Printing 
Company,  publishers  of  the  weekly  paper  referred  to 
above,  the  State  College  “Times” ;  and  he  now  re¬ 
sumed  his  activities  as  a  publisher.  He  is  now  the 
president  of  the  company  and  is  actively  in  charge  of 
the  paper,  its  policies  and  work. 

In  addition  to  his  labors  as  publisher  and  business 
man,  Mr.  Aikens  is  a  leader  in  many  undertakings  of 
note  in  the  State  College  community.  In  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  Blue  Lodge,  No,  194,  of  Selinsgrove,  and  with 
the  Bloomsburg  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  In  all  the  varied  activities  of  his  busy 
career,  he  has  carried  forward  his  work  in  a  faithful 
and  effective  manner,  so  promoting  the  well-being  of 
his  community  and  its  people  and  institutions. 

Claude  G.  Aikens  married,  on  September  23,  1922, 
Ruth  Towsen,  of  Harrisburg.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  two  children :  Mary  Ann  and  Charles 
T.,  2d. 


WILLIAM  ALBERT  SMITH—For  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  a  resident  of  Hollidaysburg,  Blair 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  insurance  work  for 
more  than  forty  years,  William  Albert  Smith  was  a 
native  son  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  a  man  whose 


talents  were  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
was  also  keenly  interested  in  civic  affairs ;  and,  for 
his  public  spirit  and  his  manifold  accomplishments, 
was  highly  esteemed  and  respected.  Kindly,  generous, 
sincere,  he  was  likewise  loved  by  many  as  a  dear  per¬ 
sonal  friend  and  companion,  an  individual  of  high 
degree  of  merit  and  achievement,  always  sympathetic 
in  his  attitude,  and  deeply  understanding  of  human 
motives  and  aspirations. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Duncansville,  on  July  31, 
1861,  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Gibboney)  Smith  and 
member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family.  His  father 
owned  and  operated  a  large  tannery  at  Duncansville ; 
and  the  son,  William  Albert  Smith,  after  he  had  at¬ 
tended  Bellefonte  Academy,  at  Bellefonte,  learned  the 
leather  trade  under  his  father’s  guidance.  He  did  not 
long  remain  in  the  tanning  business,  however,  for  he 
saw  broader  opportunities  for  development  of  his  capa¬ 
bilities  in  other  realms  of  work.  Insurance  early  im¬ 
pressed  him  as  being  a  business  that  was  more  than 
a  business,  being  also  a  needed  service;  and,  going  to 
Hollidaysburg,  he  took  up  his  activities  in  this  field, 
performing,  in  the  years  that  ensued,  labors  of  great 
value  and  worth  to  his  fellow-citizens. 

Nor  did  he  devote  himself  wholly  to  his  chosen 
work ;  for  few  men  were  more  active  than  Mr.  Smith 
in  local  civic  and  social  affairs.  A  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  he  served  for  many  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board  of  Hollidaysburg,  and  took  a 
lively  interest  in  town  activities.  He  was  deputy 
sheriff  under  the  administrations  of  T.  D.  Hughes 
and  G.  T.  Bell.  He  also  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  treasurer  of  the  Hollidaysburg  and  Newry  Turn¬ 
pike  Company  and  the  Gaysport  Borough  Council. 
Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  his  affiliation  having  been 
with  the  Altoona  Lodge.  Each  of  the  groups  with 
which  he  was  connected  was  in  a  special  way  the 
gainer  from  his  participation  in  its  affairs;  and  he 
contributed  in  an  important  way  to  a  large  number  of 
community  projects.  His  church  was  the  Presby¬ 
terian. 

Strongly  devoted  to  home  and  family  ties,  he  found 
in  the  domestic  circle  a  center  of  inspiration  that 
radiated  through  every  branch  and  department  of  his 
life.  William  Albert  Smith  married,  on  October  27, 
1897,  Mary  Andrews  Stone,  daughter  of  William  and 
Martha  (Thomas)  Stone.  A  record  of  her  father’s 
life  appears  in  the  following  biography. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Smith,  on  June  10,  1927,  was  a 
cause  of  widespread  sorrow.  He  left  his  wife;  a 
brother,  James  Smith,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  and 
two  sisters,  Sara  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Miller,  of  Germantown.  Many  high  tributes 
were  paid  William  Albert  Smith  at  his  passing;  for 
his  loss  was  keenly  felt.  His  friend  of  many  years’ 
standing,  James  W.  Hayes,  speaking  at  an  Elks’  serv¬ 
ice,  said  of  Mr.  Smith  that  those  who  knew  him  best 
“loved  him  best,  for  his  sympathy  reached  out  to  all 
in  need;  but  his  abounding  charity,  his  willingness  to 
render  aid  to  the  poor  and  distressed  in  any  land  was 
known  only  to  his  confidential  friends.”  Such  was  the 
general  opinion  of  Mr.  Smith,  whose  memory  lives  on, 
as  it  will  live  for  years  yet  to  come,  a  source  of  guid¬ 
ance  and  inspiration  to  his  fellowmen  in  all  walks  of 
life. 


WILLIAM  STONE — One  of  the  prominent  and 
active  business  leaders  of  Blair  County,  and  particu¬ 
larly  well  known  as  vice-president  of  the  McLanahan- 
Stone  Machine  Company,  operators  of  a  foundry  and 


/ 


£ow{j 


PENNSYLVANIA 


395 


machine  shop,  William  Stone  was  loved  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  Gaysport.  Here  he  had  his  home,  and  con¬ 
ducted  his  large  business  affairs ;  and  the  esteem  and 
respect  with  which  he  was  regarded  were  universal. 
His  accomplishments  were  many,  both  in  commercial 
and  community  life;  but  not  the  least  of  them  was  the 
high  regard  that  he  won  among  his  friends  and  among 
the  people  of  Gaysport  and  Blair  County,  a  lasting 
testimonial  to  his  worth  as  a  citizen  and  a  man. 
Through  all  his  activities  and  attitudes,  there  breathed 
a  fine  sincerity  of  purpose,  combined  with  a  person¬ 
ality  that  was  pleasant  and  kindly. 

Mr.  Stone,  who  was  known  as  “Colonel”  Stone  to 
his  intimates  and  townspeople,  was  born  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  on  July  21,  1819,  son  of  Andrew  and  Susanna 
(McFarlane)  Stone.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Dan¬ 
iel  Stone,  of  the  Quaker  City,  married  Mary  Tybout, 
a  member  of  a  well-to-do  family  of  eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  They  had  two  children,  Andrew  and  William. 
Andrew,  father  of  William  Stone,  of  this  review,  was 
born  June  12,  1796,  and  died  August  12,  1846,  aged 
fifty  years.  He  was  active  in  the  plumbing  business, 
and  married  Susanna  McFarlane,  who  lived  to  an 
advanced  age,  daughter  of  Captain  John  McFarlane, 
who  commanded  a  vessel  trading  between  Philadelphia 
and  Havana,  and  died  in  Havana,  Cuba.  Captain  AIc- 
Farlane’s  wife  was  Rebecca  Rowan,  daughter  of 
George  and  Amelia  (Severns)  Rowan.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were :  Susanna,  who  became  Mrs.  Andrew 
Stone ;  Robert  Williamson ;  George  Rowan ;  and 
Margaret  Amelia.  Captain  McFarlane  had  a  brother, 
Walter,  and  a  sister,  Charlotte ;  and  his  father-in- 
law,  George  Rowan,  died  of  yellow  fever  in  1798.  His 
widow,  Amelia  Rowan,  lived  to  be  ninety-six  years  of 
age;  of  her  family,  nothing  is  on  record  except  that 
they  removed  to  the  Genessee  Valley  in  New  York 
State. 

William  Stone,  of  whom  this  is  chiefly  a  record,  was 
reared  in  Philadelphia  and  received  his  education  in 
schools  taught  by  his  aunt,  Charlotte  McFarlane ;  a 
Mr.  Watson,  in  Catherine  Street,  above  Third;  and 
a  Mr.  Clevenger,  at  Locust  and  Twelfth  streets, 
Philadelphia.  He  early  assisted  his  father  in  the 
plumbing  business  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  be¬ 
came  an  apprentice  to  Levi  Morris  and  Company  to 
learn  the  iron  moulder’s  trade.  For  seven  years  and 
three  months,  he  remained  with  that  firm  at  the 
junction  of  Schuylkill,  Seventh  and  Market  streets; 
and  on  August  1,  1840,  left  Philadelphia  to  come  to 
Hollidaysburg,  where  he  was  employed  by  his  uncle, 
George  R.  McFarlane,  until  the  uncle’s  death  in  1853. 
He  then  became  associated  with  the  Gaysport  foundry 
of  McLanahan  and  Jack  as  a  foreman,  so  serving 
from  August,  1853  to  1856.  In  that  year  he  became 
a  partner  of  Mr.  McLanahan ;  and  they  together 
purchased  Air.  Jack’s  interest  in  the  foundry,  which 
they  operated  until  March,  1863,  when  it  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire. 

Mr.  Stone  and  J.  K.  McLanahan  then  formed  a 
partnership,  continuing  together  in  business  until  Air. 
Stone’s  death.  They  operated  their  large  interests  as 
McLanahan  and  Stone,  the  members  having  been  J. 
King  AIcLanahan,  S.  C.  McLanahan,  William  Stone, 
and  A.  T.  Stone.  Their  plant,  situated  on  land  bought 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  was 
equipped  with  all  necessary  buildings  and  machinery ; 
and  the  company  expanded  until  it  employed  one  hun¬ 
dred  men,  nearly  all  skilled  workmen.  They  special¬ 
ized  in  steam  engines,  blast  furnace  and  rolling  mill 
work,  and  mine  cars,  brass  castings,  ore  washers, 
elevators,  revolving  screens,  conveyors,  ore  jigs,  and 


machinery  for  all  sorts,  as  well  as  general  machinery 
repairs.  Their  business  grew  with  the  passing  years, 
until  they  were  filling  orders  from  all  parts  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  South,  and  nearby  states. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Stone  w'as  a  staunch 
Democrat ;  and  he  was  keenly  interested  in  all  public 
problems,  especially  those  having  to  do  with  the  Gays- 
port-Hollidaysburg  vicinity  of  Pennsylvania.  He  wras 
a  self-made  man  in  the  highest  and  finest  sense  of  that 
term;  and  it  is,  indeed,  satisfying  to  reflect  upon  his 
rise  in  the  industrial  world,  especially  when  one  con¬ 
siders  that  he  originally  came  to  Hollidaysburg  with 
only  37  cents,  w'hich  was  taken  from  him  a  few  days 
after  his  arrival.  Nothing  discouraged  him,  however, 
in  his  quest  of  the  career  that  he  sought;  and  slowly, 
from  the  lowrest  round  of  the  ladder,  he  climbed  to  a 
position  of  importance  and  security.  Even  in  later 
years,  losses  and  obstacles  temporarily  appeared  as 
causes  for  discouragement;  but,  with  characteristic 
courage,  he  fought  through  every  crisis  to  victory. 
He  was  one  of  Hollidaysburg’s  and  Gay  sport’s  most 
substantial  and  public-spirited  citizens. 

William  Stone  married,  in  1845,  Martha  Thomas, 
daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda  Thomas,  of  Hunting¬ 
don.  By  that  marriage  there  were  born  five  children : 
1.  Andrew.  2.  George  R.  3.  Edward  E.  4.  E.  Bell. 
5.  Mary  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Albert 
Smith,  of  record  in  the  preceding  biography. 

The  death  of  “Colonel”  Stone  was  a  cause  of  deep 
and  sincere  bereavement  among  his  fellow-citizens ; 
for  he  had  taken  a  most  helpful  part  in  local  affairs 
and  had  won  the  high  regard  and  love  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  memory  wall  linger  through  future  times, 
a  source  of  joy  to  those  who  knew  him  and  a  force 
for  betterment  in  their  lives. 


JOHN  J.  BOWER  — In  the  practice  of  his  ex¬ 
acting  profession  of  lawyer,  John  J.  Bowrer  of  Belle- 
fonte,  Centre  County,  has  been  successful  and  has  won 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  colleagues  in  his  knowd- 
edge  of  the  law  and  of  its  application  to  human  affairs. 
His  is  a  familiar  and  admired  figure  in  the  profes¬ 
sional  coterie  of  the  city,  a  man  who  is  affable, 
friendly,  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  unfortu¬ 
nate.  Civic-minded,  he  has  contributed  genuinely  to 
the  progress  and  prosperity  of  Bellefonte.  Many  of 
the  official  honors  which  are  the  gifts  of  the  citizens 
of  the  community  have  been  conferred  upon  him,  and 
he  in  turn  has  served  their  interests  wisely  and  well. 

Air.  Bower  is  a  native  of  Bellefonte,  born  Alay  9, 
1875,  son  of  Calvin  AI.  and  Ellen  Elizabeth  (Aleyer) 
Bower,  both  natives  of  Centre  County.  The  senior 
Air.  Bower  wras  a  well-knowm  attorney  at  law  of 
Bellefonte,  wTho  died  April  27,  1903.  Airs.  Bower  died 
January  28,  1932.  John  J.  Bowrer  was  an  only  child  and 
received  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in  the 
local  grade  and  high  schools.  He  matriculated  at 
Franklin  and  Alarshall  College,  from  wrhich  he  wras 
graduated  in  1898  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  Upon  his  return  home  he  studied  law  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Orvis,  Bower,  and  Orvis  and  w^s 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1900.  He  then  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  to  establish  the  law  firm  of  Gettig,  Bower, 
and  Zerby,  wffiich  lasted  until  1916,  uTien  the  firm 
became  Gettig  and  Bowrer.  In  the  autumn  of  1931 
Mr.  Bower  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with¬ 
out  a  colleague. 

Mr.  Bowrer  has  ahvays  been  interested  in  politics, 
even  before  he  wras  old  enough  to  cast  a  vote.  As 
already  noted  he  wras  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1900;  in 
1901  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  Democratic  County 
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Committee  and  served  for  three  years.  Devotion  to 
his  profession  prevented  official  political  activities 
and  he  refused  office  except  in  1909  when  he  was 
elected  burgess  of  Bellefonte  and  served  the  city 
efficiently  and  well  for  nearly  five  years.  In  1927  he 
was  again  elected  Democratic  County  Committeeman 
and  has  been  its  chairman  ever  since  that  time.  Mr. 
Bower  has  also  been  chief  of  the  municipal  fire 
department  for  many  years.  Fraternally  he  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Bellefonte  Blue  Lodge,  No.  268,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Exalted 
Ruler.  For  some  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  and  interested  in  religious  and 
welfare  work. 

On  August  1 2,  1900,  Mr.  Bower  married  Ann 
Irvine  Custin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  1.  Elinor  E.,  the  wife  of  Fred¬ 
erick  A.  Daggett  of  New  York  City.  2.  John  J.,  Jr. 
3.  Margaret,  married  to  A.  W.  F.  Woche,  of  Arling¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey.  4.  James  C. 


HON.  T.  L.  BLAIR  was  born  at  Crown  Point, 
Indiana,  February  17,  1866,  a  son  of  the  late  James 
and  Nancy  (Law)  Blair.  His  father  died  in  1875,  his 
mother  in  1876.  Thus  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age, 
Mr.  Blair  was  reared  by  an  aunt.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia 
and  in  country  schools  and  then  attended  the  Indiana 
State  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  He  also 
took  a  business  course  at  Bryant  and  Stratton  Busi¬ 
ness  College  and,  after  coming  to  Oil  City,  attended 
night  school.  He  became  a  resident  of  Oil  City  on 
May  15,  1890,  after  having  spent  the  previous  years 
following  the  completion  of  his  education  on  a  farm. 
After  coming  to  Oil  City  he  entered  the  employ  of  a 
wholesale  flour  and  feed  store  as  a  bookkeeper.  Later 
he  became  manager  of  this  concern  and  still  later  be¬ 
came  connected  with  a  local  general  store.  On  April 
1,  1896,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  National  Transit 
Company,  with  which  he  has  continued  to  be  con¬ 
nected  ever  since  then.  His  first  position  was  of  a 
clerical  nature.  Energy,  industry  and  close  attention 
to  the  duties  assigned  to  him  from  time  to  time  gained 
him  promotions  to  different  positions  of  ever  increas¬ 
ing  importance  and  responsibility,  until  he  finally  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  real  estate,  tax  and  compensa¬ 
tion  matters  of  the  company.  In  1927  Mr.  Blair 
became  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  mayor  of  Oil 
City,  and  in  the  election  of  that  year  he  was  elected. 
He  completed  his  first  term  during  which  he  did  much 
to  further  civic  progress  and  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  community,  its  people  and  its  institutions.  He 
has  been  responsible  for  many  improvements.  One 
of  the  most  important  of  these,  perhaps,  was  the  new 
bridge  erected  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  which 
latter  also  made  many  other  improvements  in  Oil 
City,  all  of  these  having  been  arranged  amicably  be¬ 
tween  Mayor  Blair,  his  associates  in  council  and  the 
railway  officials.  In  1931  Mayor  Blair  was  nominated 
as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for  the 
office  of  county  treasurer  of  Venango  County  and  was 
elected,  taking  office  in  1932.  He  is  a  popular  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Oil  City  Chamber  of  Commerce.  For 
many  years  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a  member 
of  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master;  Oil  City 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Commandery,  No.  43, 
Knights  Templar ;  the  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  and  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 


Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Latonia 
Lodge,  No.  1018,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
of  which  he  is  a  Past  Noble  Grand.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  whose  work  he  has  assisted,  serving  as  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees  and  being  a  member  of  the 
Men’s  Brotherhood.  He  is  also  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  local  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

Mr.  Blair  married,  November  11,  1891,  Allie  Powell, 
of  Garnett,  Kansas,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three 
children :  1.  Frances  W.,  who  married  J.  Budd  Turk, 
of  Mount  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Arthur  P.,  who 
was  born  August  7,  1901,  a  graduate  of  the  Cincinnati 
College  of  Embalming.  3.  George  M.,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Blair  died  April  17,  1928.  The  family 
residence  is  located  at  No.  718  North  Street,  Oil  City. 


JOHN  PEECOOK  — A  native  Pennsylvanian  who 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  business  in  this  State, 
chiefly  in  the  city  of  Kittanning,  John  Peecook  per¬ 
formed  important  work,  especially  in  the  leather  goods 
industry.  For  a  time,  he  lived  in  Clarion,  so  that  he 
was  widely  known  and  esteemed  in  this  Common¬ 
wealth;  and  his  labors  brought  him  respect  and  ad¬ 
miration.  Loved  also  for  his  kindly  and  generous 
qualities  of  spirit,  his  devotion  to  the  well-being  of 
his  fellowmen  and  colleagues,  and  his  intense  sym¬ 
pathy  and  concern  for  others,  he  was  an  individual 
who  possessed  remarkable  insight  into  human  nature 
and  a  vision  that  made  him  one  of  his  community’s 
useful  and  public-spirited  citizens.  His  career  was 
of  value,  his  life  finely  lived,  his  death  a  cause  of  deep 
sorrow. 

Mr.  Peecook  was  born  on  December  24,  1837,  in 
Pittsburgh,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Mc- 
Miller)  Peecook.  His  father  was  extensively  engaged 
in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  River  boat  trade,  once  so 
romantic  and  picturesque  an  industrial  link  in  the 
chain  of  events  that  has  drawn  the  United  States  and 
the  North  American  continent  into  one  great  com¬ 
mercial  and  actual  unit.  He  owned  several  large 
boats  plying  between  Pittsburgh  and  New  Orleans, 
and  played  an  important  part  in  keeping  alive  and 
moving  those  vast  arteries  of  trade. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh,  his  native  city, 
John  Peecook,  of  this  review,  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation.  In  that  city  also  he  spent  his  youth,  or  the 
greater  part  of  it,  coming  to  Kittanning  in  1865,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  Civil  War.  In  that  conflict 
between  the  states  he  was  employed  for  two  and  one- 
half  years  by  the  Federal  Government ;  and  then  he 
enlisted  in  Captain  R.  B.  Young’s  unit,  known  as 
Battery  C,  5th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Heavy  Artillery.  His  enlistment  took  place  on  August 
25,  1864;  and  he  served  thereafter  until  the  end  of 
hostilities,  having  been  honorably  discharged  on  June 
30,  1865.  His  regiment,  which  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  George  Gallry,  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Camp  Reynolds,  near  Pittsburgh. 

After  the  war,  coming  to  Kittanning,  Mr.  Peecook 
became  engaged,  in  this  city,  in  harness  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  upholstering,  so  continuing  successfully  over 
a  period  of  many  years.  After  a  time,  he  sold  this 
business,  and  entered  upon  a  similar  line  of  work  at 
Clarion,  although  on  a  larger  scale.  For  several 
years,  he  remained  there,  but  at  length  returned  to 
his  former  home  in  Kittanning,  once  more  going  into 
business  here.  This  time  he  entered  the  leather  goods 
field,  in  which  he  was  engaged  thenceforth  until  his 
death. 
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His  work  was  distinctly  useful ;  and,  like  his  father, 
he  possessed  unusual  business  sense,  combining  re¬ 
markable  powers  of  imagination  and  action.  He  did 
not  confine  his  attention  to  this  phase  of  life  alone, 
however ;  for  few  men  were  so  concerned  as  was  he 
with  the  well-being  of  their  fellows  and  of  the  city 
of  Kittanning.  In  his  political  alignment,  he  was  a 
staunch  Republican  and  a  supporter  of  his  party’s 
policies  and  principles.  Fraternally  he  was  associated 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Kittanning,  and  active  in  its  affairs.  Doing 
everything  in  his  power  to  advance  the  programs  and 
the  interests  of  the  different  organizations  with  which 
he  was  affiliated,  he  was  valued  as  one  of  the  civic- 
minded  men  of  his  community,  whose  heart  and  sub¬ 
stance  went  into  the  services  that  he  performed  and 
the  thoughts  that  he  thought  for  others. 

Devoted,  above  all,  to  home  and  family,  Mr.  Pee- 
cook  found,  in  the  domestic  circle,  a  center  of  inspira¬ 
tion  and  happiness  that  radiated  through  all  his  life. 
He  married,  on  January  17,  1867,  in  Kittanning, 
Mary  M.  Kron,  daughter  of  George  and  Nancy  (Mat¬ 
thews)  Kron  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable 
family.  Her  father,  a  trunk  and  harness  manufac¬ 
turer,  served  his  community  in  a  number  of  ways, 
having  been,  for  a  time,  supervisor  of  the  poor,  and, 
during  the  Civil  War  period,  in  charge  of  troop  trans¬ 
portation  in  Kittanning. 

John  and  Mary  M.  (Kron)  Peecook  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Lambert  Peecook, 
of  New  York  City.  2.  George  K.  Peecook,  of  Kit¬ 
tanning.  3.  William  Peecook,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio. 
4.  Mont  Peecook,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  5.  Mrs. 
Walter  Bovard,  of  Ford  City,  Pennsylvania.  6.  Eva 
Peecook,  of  Kittanning.  7.  Mrs.  Samuel  Davies,  of 
Philadelphia.  8.  Mack  Peecook,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

9.  Mrs.  Jack  Blackburn,  of  Library,  Pennsylvania. 

10.  Paul  Peecook,  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  death  of  John  Peecook,  father  of  this  family, 
occurred  on  March  21,  1929,  and  was  an  occasion  of 
widespread  and  sincere  bereavement.  For  he  had 
many  friends  in  Kittanning  and  elsewhere  in  this 
State.  His  memory  will  live  on  in  the  years  to  come, 
as  it  has  lived  since  his  passing,  a  source  of  satisfac¬ 
tion  and  help  to  those  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know 
him  or  count  him  friend. 


ALBERT  SQUIRE  SPROWLS  — For  more  than 
half  a  century  an  active  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
bar,  Adbert  Squire  Sprowls  rose  to  a  position  of 
recognized  prominence  in  his  profession  during  his 
many  years  of  practice  at  Washington.  He  was  a 
man  of  broad  legal  scholarship  and  sound  judgment, 
diligent  on  behalf  of  his  clients  but  always  ready  to 
devote  his  time  and  talents  to  the  community  interest. 
He  made  many  contributions  to  Washington  life,  and 
the  high  quality  of  his  citizenship  was  recognized  by 
all  who  knew  him. 

Born  in  East  Finley  Township,  Washington  County, 
on  July  3,  1852,  Mr.  Sprowls  was  a  son  of  Simeon 
and  Mary  (Montgomery)  Sprowls.  His  father,  a 
farmer  and  carpenter  by  occupation,  was  also  born  in 
East  Finley  Township,  in  1822,  and  died  in  June, 
1878. 

Albert  Squire  Sprowls  passed  his  early  life  on  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  local  rural  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
enrolled  at  Waynesburg  College,  which  he  attended 
during  four  summer  sessions,  while  teaching  school  in 


the  winter  months  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses. 
In  1875  he  became  a  student  at  Mount  Union  College, 
and  in  1877  was  graduated  from  that  institution  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  Meanwhile  he 
had  decided  upon  a  legal  career,  and  before  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  college  course  he  registered  as. a  law 
student  with  Alexander  Wilson,  of  Washington.  In 
September,  1879,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania 
bar,  and  in  1881  began  the  active  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Washington  which  he  was  to  continue  until 
his  retirement  a  few  years  before  his  death.  From 

1881  to  1888  he  was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  T.  F. 
Birch,  but  after  the  latter  year  he  practiced  alone.  Mr. 
Sprowls  never  limited  his  professional  activities  to  any 
particular  field.  His  knowledge  of  legal  theory  was 
broad  and  inclusive  and  in  general  practice  he  proved 
himself  a  wise  counsellor  as  well  as  a  formidable 
antagonist  before  a  court  or  jury.  At  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  career  he  won  the  full  confidence  of  the 
people  of  this  section,  and  with  the  passing  years  built 
up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

Although  he  gave  his  best  attention  to  his  profes¬ 
sional  duties,  Mr.  Sprowls  was  always  active  in  public 
life.  He  was  a  leader  in  Democratic  politics  in  this 
county  for  many  years,  serving  as  county  chairman  in 

1882  when  Robert  E.  Pattison  was  elected  Governor, 
and  in  1883  running  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
district  attorney.  Thereafter  he  continued  to  exercise 
an  important  influence  in  councils  of  his  party.  Every 
civic  movement  of  value  to  the  community  was  assured 
of  his  hearty  support  and  he  was  generous  in  his  con¬ 
tributions  to  all  worthy  causes.  Mr.  Sprowls  was 
affiliated  fraternally  with  Delta  Tau  Delta  Fraternity, 
and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member 
in  this  order  of  Sunset  Lodge,  No.  623.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Washington  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Bar  Association.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Methodist,  being  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Washington. 

On  February  6,  1894,  at  Washington,  Albert  Squire 
Sprowls  married  Katherine  McKahan,  who  was  born 
in  Washington  on  January  3,  1865,  and  died  on 
August  4,  1929.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Daniel 
and  Mary  Ann  (Slater)  McKahan,  both  of  West 
Alexander,  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  whom  was 
killed  in  the  Civil  War  while  fighting  with  the  146th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  at  the  battle  of 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Georgia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprowls 
became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Mary  Virginia 
and  Katherine  Jane,  both  of  whom  continue  their 
residence  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Sprowls  died  on  May  17,  1932,  in  his  eightieth 
year.  He  had  been  for  so  many  years  a  distinguished 
figure  in  Washington  life  that  his  death  seemed  the 
breaking  of  one  more  link  with  the  city’s  historic 
past — a  loss  that  was  irreparable.  Mr.  Sprowls  sur¬ 
vived  many  of  his  friends  of  earlier  years,  but  later 
generations  had  also  come  to  realize  the  value  of  his 
life  and  presence  in  the  community  and  sincerely 
mourned  his  loss. 


JOHN  L.  ELDER,  JR. — Although  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  John  L.  Elder  has  lived  in  Pennsylvania 
since  the  age  of  eight  and  has  been  a  citizen  of  Ebens- 
burg,  Cambria  County,  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  cen¬ 
tury.  The  duties  of  his  profession  of  civil  engineering 
have  called  for  travel  and  time  away  from  his  home 
community,  but  he  has  always  closely  identified  himself 
with  its  life  and  affairs  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
Ebensburg’s  leading  citizens,  and  a  promoter  of  much 
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that  has  worked  for  the  advancement  of  the  munici¬ 
pality  and  the  welfare  of  its  people. 

He  was  born  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  September  28, 
1878,  son  of  John  L.  and  Ella  (Waters)  Elder.  His 
father  came  originally  from  Pennsylvania,  but  his 
mother  was  born  and  raised  in  Tennessee,  and  died 
there  in  1887.  The  senior  John  L.  Elder  was  a  civil 
engineer,  whose  business  called  for  work  in  various 
states.  Upon  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  came  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  it  was  while  here  that  he  made  his 
headquarters  at  Ebensburg,  and  later  was  joined  by  his 
son,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  review. 

John  L.  Elder,  the  younger,  was  one  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Robert,  now  of  Denver,  Colorado.  2.  Wil¬ 
liam,  now  in  business  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  3.  Thomas, 
deceased.  4.  John  L.,  of  whom  further.  5.  Ella,  wife 
of  Edward  Graver,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  6.  Susan, 
deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  in  1887,  Mr. 
Elder  came  to  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  live 
with  his  grandmother,  and  while  there  attended  the 
public  schools  and  Elder  Ridge  Academy,  of  which  he 
is  a  graduate.  In  1898,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  went 
in  business  with  his  father  in  Ebensburg,  as  a  con¬ 
structing  contractor,  and  some  of  the  older  buildings 
and  residences  of  the  town  are,  in  a  sense,  monuments 
of  his  handicraft,  although  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  is 
particularly  proud  of  his  earlier  work.  Road  building 
and  heavy  construction  have  been  the  specialties  of  the 
Elders,  father  and  son.  Both  are  civil  engineers,  and 
the  senior  Mr.  Elder  continues  active  in  the  business 
although  a  recent  appointee  to  the  postmastership  of 
Ebensburg.  Success  has  attended  their  efforts,  even 
in  times  such  as  the  present,  when  all  forms  of  build¬ 
ing  and  construction  are  at  a  low  ebb. 

John  L.  Elder,  of  this  review,  has  always  been 
deeply  interested  in  education  and  has  been  of  par¬ 
ticularly  valuable  service  to  the  community  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board  for  the  last  twenty-two  years. 
He  is  now  serving  as  the  president  of  that  board,  and 
is  also  president  of  the  Ebensburg  Cambria  High 
School,  for  whose  establishment  he  is  largely  respon¬ 
sible.  Many  of  the  improvements  in  administration 
are  due  directly  to  Mr.  Elder’s  ideas  and  endeavors ; 
during  his  regime  these  modern  ideas  in  instruction 
have  been  introduced,  and  the  present  system  of  edu¬ 
cation  is  well  above  the  average  for  places  with  popu¬ 
lations  equal  to  that  of  Ebensburg. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Elder  is  affiliated  with  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Ebensburg,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the 
Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Altoona  ;  being  a  member  of 
all  bodies  in  Masonry,  up  to  and  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  Scottish  Rite.  For  many  years  he  has 
attended  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  been  active  in  its 
work. 

On  November  7,  1917,  John  L.  Elder,  Jr.,  married 
Elsie  Lloyd,  of  Ebensburg,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  John  L.,  3d,  Jane  Lloyd,  Sallie  Anne, 
and  Mary  Louise. 


JESSAMINE  S.  JIULIANTE— Conducting  a 
general  law  practice  under  his  own  name  in  Erie, 
Jessamine  S.  Jiuliante  has  contributed  substantially  to 
the  well-being  of  his  city  and  of  this  great  Common¬ 
wealth,  where  his  labors,  though  he  is  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  his  profession  here,  have  already 
been  of  sound  practical  value. 

Mr.  Jiuliante  was  born  on  April  26,  1899,  in  the 
city  of  Erie,  son  of  Dominick  and  Nicoletta  (Di 
Tullio)  Jiuliante,  both  Italians  by  birth.  In  the  public 


schools,  Jessamine  S.  Jiuliante  received  his  early  for¬ 
mal  education,  graduating  from  the  Central  High 
School  at  Erie,  when  he  was  only  fifteen  years  old. 
After  that  he  attended  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance 
and  Commerce  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
graduating  in  1917,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Economics.  The 
exceptional  success  attending  his  pursuit  of  education 
is  the  more  to  Mr.  Jiuliante’s  credit,  because  he 
worked  his  way  through  high  school  as  well  as 
through  college.  The  World  War  was  raging,  when 
Mr.  Jiuliante  was  graduated  from  college,  and  the 
United  States  had  just  become  a  party  to  the  conflict; 
and  so  he  gave  his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in 
the  spring  of  1917  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  Sent 
to  different  camps  throughout  the  United  States,  he 
held  the  rank  of  ordnance  sergeant,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged  from  active  service  on  February 
7,  1919.  After  the  war,  returning  to  civil  life,  he 
again  took  up  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  this  time  attending  the  law  school ;  and  in 
1922  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In 
that  year  he  was  one  of  twenty-five  students  picked 
from  universities  throughout  the  United  States  to 
make  a  tour  of  Italy  and  study  conditions  in  that 
country.  This  tour  was  made  without  any  expense  to 
any  of  the  students,  and  participation  in  the  tour  was 
based  on  the  scholarship  of  the  student.  Admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1922,  he  commenced  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Erie  where,  since  that 
time,  he  has  continued  his  law  practice  under  his  own 
name.  His  practice  has  been  mostly  in  the  criminal 
courts,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  some  of  the 
most  important  criminal  cases  in  the  County  of  Erie. 
He  has  had  nine  years’  experience  in  the  criminal 
courts,  five  years  defending  and  four  years  prose¬ 
cuting. 

Prominent  in  the  general  affairs  of  his  profession 
Mr.  Jiuliante  holds  memberships  in  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Associ¬ 
ation,  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  has 
served  his  city  and  his  community,  too,  in  posts  of 
public  responsibility  and  trust,  including  that  of  as¬ 
sistant  district  attorney,  and  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  District  Attorney  of  Erie  County  at  the 
primary  elections  in  September,  1931.  As  assistant 
district  attorney  he  has  made  an  enviable  reputation 
for  efficiency,  courtesy  and  conscientiousness. 

In  1927  and  1928  he  was  commander  of  the  local 
post  of  the  American  Legion,  then  the  largest  post  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  Legion  affairs  he  has 
always  taken  a  deep  interest,  and  in  1929,  1930  and 
1931  he  was  district  commander  of  the  twenty-ninth 
district  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  has  several  prominent  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions,  being  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Exchange  Club,  in  which  he  is  second  vice- 
president  ;  he  was  president  of  the  United  Profes¬ 
sional  and  Business  Men’s  Association  and  a  delegate 
to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  National  Committee 
of  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Italy.  He  belongs,  also, 
to  the  Erie  County  Motor  Association,  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  as  well  as  the  Maennerchor  and  to  the 
East  Erie  Turner  Society.  Fraternal  and  civic  life 
have,  indeed,  gained  from  his  participation  in  their 
affairs ;  and  his  labors  here,  professionally  and  other¬ 
wise,  have  been  of  distinct  value  to  his  fellowmen. 
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Mr.  Jiuliante  married,  on  December  27,  19 22,  Rose 
A.  Alfonso,  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  three  children:  1.  Jessamine  S.,  Jr.,  born 
November  20,  1925.  2.  Joyce  Jacqueline,  born  on 

January  25,  1928.  3.  Joan  Janet,  born  on  May  26, 

1929. 


JAMES  OSGOOD  EDGCOMB  is  well  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  people  of  Galeton,  who,  for  the  many 
years  of  his  active  business  life  in  this  community, 
accord  his  memory  the  deepest  of  respect,  as  a  man, 
a  friend,  and  builder  of  the  community  for  oncoming 
generations. 

Mr.  Edgcomb  was  born  at  Holland,  Maine,  Sep¬ 
tember  1 7,  1846,  and  came  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  the  Edgcombs  through  many  generations  hav¬ 
ing  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  their  respective 
areas  of  residence  in  New  England.  He  was  a  son 
of  James  O.  and  Joan  Edgcomb,  the  former  of  promi¬ 
nence  as  a  lumber  operator  in  Maine.  It  was  natural, 
perhaps,  that  James  Osgood  Edgcomb  should  early 
have  shown  an  interest  in  the  lumber  trades ;  and  in 
fact  he  did,  learning  much  of  this  trade  from  his 
fatner’s  operations ;  and  yet  he  chose  to  begin  his 
career  in  other  business  ventures,  choosing,  however, 
the  community  of  Galeton,  which,  at  that  period,  was 
a  thriving  lumber  city  of  six  thousand  population. 
He  had  been  too  young  for  service  in  the  War  Be¬ 
tween  the  States ;  and  indeed,  at  the  outset  of  his 
business  career,  in  1865,  he  was  but  nineteen  years  of 
age. 

^  Setting  out  in  the  field  of  general  business,  Mr. 
Edgcomb  learned  much  of  value  as  hotelman,  which 
was  to  be  his  real  career  in  subsequent  years.  He 
erected  the  Edgecomb  Hotel,  a  structure  of  forty 
rooms,  in  1875.  This  filled  a  long-felt  want  in  the 
small  city.  There  were  very  good  hotels  here,  yet 
always  there  was  room  for  one  more,  a  newer  one, 
well  managed.  He  gave  to  his  enterprise  the  best 
of  careful  management,  and  during  the  twenty-four 
years  remaining  of  his  lifetime  became  widely  known 
for  the  success  and  management  methods  of  his  hotel 
property.  He  fared  well  financially,  invested  his 
holdings  in  bonds  and  realty,  and  staked  his  money  on 
the  future  of  Galeton,  in  which  he  had  the  utmost 
confidence.  That  was  one  thing  about  Mr.  Edgcomb 
that  made  him  a  valuable  citizen  in  building  up  the 
community ;  he  believed  firmly  in  its  intrinsic  merits 
as  a  place  to  live  and  in  which  to  do  business ;  and  he 
so  shaped  his  efforts  that  they  reacted  to  the  benefit 
of  the  community  as  a  whole,  being  less  selfish  than 
many  business  leaders,  who  are  inclined  to  think  of 
themselves  first  and  the  community  second.  Mr. 
Edgcomb  was  a  generous,  liberal-minded  citizen  of 
proven  loyalty,  and  the  city  bears  his  memory  in 
grateful  mind  for  the  positive  service  of  his  residence 
and  activities  here. 

Though  the  hotel  continued  to  represent  his  chief 
business  interest,  that  is  not  to  say  that  Mr.  Edgcomb 
ignored  other  channels  of  activity.  He  was  interested 
in  all  progressive  measures  of  Galeton,  the  county  and 
State  as  a  whole.  A  Republican,  he  held  a  consider¬ 
able  influence  in  the  fortunes  of  that  party,  and  civ- 
ically  he  exerted  this  influence  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  rather  than  for  the  aggrandizement  of  party 
or  self.  For  some  time  Mr.  Edgcomb  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  school  board.  He  was  active  in  all  civic 
enterprises,  particularly  in  those  of  educational  inten¬ 
tion  ;  and  as  leader  of  the  school  board  he  did  some  of 
his  most  valued  and  long-lasting  work.  He  was  a 
communicant  of  the  Methodist  Church,  gave  liberally 


to  the  purposes  of  the  denomination — to  its  educational 
fund,  to  its  missionary  subscriptions — and  lived  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenets  of  the  Christian  religion  in  his 
daily  round  of  living.  By  his  example  he  inspired 
others,  younger  men,  to  lead  the  proper  lives,  and  he 
helped  more  than  one  to  get  a  good  start  in  life. 

Mr.  Edgcomb  married,  July  3,  1868,  in  Clinton 
County,  Sophronia  Conable,  daughter  of  S.  M.  and 
Sabra  Conable,  her  father  having  been  a  farmer, 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-members  of  the 
countryside  community  at  large.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edgcomb  were  born  children:  1.  Minnie,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  1932,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  2.  Ralph, 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-six.  3.  Joseph.  4.  Robert, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  Mrs.  Edgcomb  was 
the  greatest  and  most  devoted  of  helpmates  to  Mr. 
Edgcomb;  she  herself,  in  no  small  part,  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  successful  outcome  of  the  hotel  enter¬ 
prise,  and  for  the  investment  of  a  sizable  fortune, 
which,  in  the  course  of  years,  became  more  consider¬ 
able. 

Mrs.  Edgcomb  continued  to  operate  the  Edgcomb 
Hotel,  with  goodly  success,  until  1903,  when  she  sold 
it  to  her  eldest  son,  Ralph  Edgcomb.  Ralph  Edg¬ 
comb  continued  in  the  business  until  1911,  when  he 
sold  out.  The  building,  since  then,  has  been  converted 
into  an  edifice  for  lodge  meetings,  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose  having  the  ownership  now. 

In  1911  Mrs.  Edgcomb  was  united  in  marriage  with 
William  M.  Gray,  who  died  on  February  6,  1920.  She 
continues  to  make  her  residence  in  Galeton,  where 
her  friends  are  numerous,  and  her  interests  are  many, 
all  of  them  being  of  a  constructive  nature.  Her  par¬ 
ents,  we  may  note,  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mrs.  Gray  has  spent  her  life  in  the  western 
reaches  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Edgcomb’s  death  occurred,  in  Galeton,  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1899.  He  was  but  fifty-two,  and  had  only 
reached  the  crest  of  his  career,  his  friends  believed, 
when  the  end  came  and  sealed  his  life’s  works.  Yet 
they  go  forward  in  their  inspiration ;  the  friends  of 
other  years  cherish  his  memory  with  thought  of  his 
accomplishments,  his  notable  and  manly  character,  his 
right  ideals  of  living,  and  his  genial,  companionable 
attitude,  which  made  of  him  a  favorite  in  every  cir¬ 
cle  of  his  connection.  The  effect  of  a  life  can  be  far- 
reaching. 


ORRIS  C.  HIRTZEL — A  native,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Pittsburgh,  a  life¬ 
long  resident  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Hirt- 
zel  has  since  1896,  been  identified  with  Erie  County 
industry. 

Orris  C.  Hirtzel  was  born  at  Warren,  the  county 
seat  of  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  29,  1869, 
a  son  of  the  late  Philip  and  Barbara  (Eichler)  Hirt¬ 
zel,  both  native  of  Alsace,  France.  His  father  died 
in  1902  and  his  mother  in  1906  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  and  seventy-nine,  respectively.  His  father  was  a 
lumberman  and  farmer. 

Air.  Hirtzel  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  attended  a  business  college.  After 
leaving  college  he  spent  several  years  with  various 
concerns  as  a  bookkeeper  and  then  became  connected 
with  the  Penn  Tanning  Company,  with  which  organi¬ 
zation  he  remained  until  1896.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  North  East,  Erie  County,  as  manager  of  the  Eureka 
Tempered  Copper  Company.  In  1912  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Alanufac- 
turing  Company  at  East  Pittsburgh,  remaining  with 
that  famous  concern  until  1915.  Returning  then  to 
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North  East,  Mr.  Hirtzel  helped  to  organize  the 
Electric  Materials  Company  at  North  East,  which  he 
now  serves  in  the  capacity  of  treasurer  and  general 
manager.  This  company  was  organized  in  1915  by  a 
group  of  men,  including,  besides  Mr.  Hirtzel,  also 
Mr.  George  E.  Pierce,  Mr.  F.  B.  Moorhead  and  Mr. 
N.  P.  Fuller.  Mr.  Pierce  was  the  first  president  and 
Mr.  Fuller  the  secretary.  When  the  company  was 
first  organized,  a  very  modern  plant  was  erected,  now 
containing  some  85,000  square  feet  of  floor  space.  The 
organization  has  enjoyed  growth  and  prosperity  from 
the  very  beginning  and  in  1929  employed  some  one 
hundred  and  sixty  people.  Its  products  are  distributed 
throughout  the  United  States  and  they  are  widely 
known  in  the  electrical  industry  for  their  high  quality. 
At  the  plant  there  is  a  private  railroad  siding  with  a 
capacity  of  ten  cars  and  the  entire  equipment  of  the 
plant  is  of  the  most  modern  type.  Relations  between 
the  management  and  the  employees  have  always  been 
very  pleasant,  and  the  company  has  done  much  for 
the  well-being  of  those  who  work  for  it,  such  as  pro¬ 
viding  group  insurance,  etc.  Mr.  Hirtzel  possesses  an 
inventive  turn  of  mind  and  has  to  his  credit  several 
patents,  which  have  been  successfully  developed  in 
the  Electric  Materials  Company’s  plant. 

Mr.  Hirtzel  was  responsible  for  the  organization  of 
the  National  Bank  of  North  East  in  1908,  of  which 
he  has  been  president  since  1912.  The  bank  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  substantial  financial  institutions  of 
this  section  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Hirt¬ 
zel  is  a  member  of  North  East  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  English  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr.  Hirtzel  married,  in  1902,  Beatrice  H.  Dewey, 
of  North  East.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hirtzel  have  one 
son,  Philip  D.  Hirtzel,  born  September  18,  1904, 
who  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  in  1928,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts. 


DAVID  HERMAN  SWART— During  his  long 
and  active  life  the  late  David  Herman  Swart  was 
engaged  in  various  business  enterprises  in  several 
Pennsylvania  towns,  conducting  his  affairs  with  busi¬ 
ness  acumen  and  continued  success.  In  two  of  the 
communities  in  which  he  lived,  Roselle  and  Hackney 
Station,  he  served  also  as  postmaster.  Mr.  Swart’s 
citizenship  was  of  a  high  type  and  he  enjoyed  the 
respect  of  all  those  who  knew  him. 

Born  in  Greene  County,  on  October  1,  1858,  Mr. 
Swart  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Walton  and  Asena 
(Walton)  Swart,  his  father  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  at 
Swart’s  Mills,  Washington  County,  and  after  leaving 
school  began  his  active  career  as  a  miller  at  Swart’s 
Mills.  Here  he  remained  in  business  for  eight  years, 
from  1878  to  1886.  During  this  period  he  also  oper¬ 
ated  a  sawmill  in  connection  with  his  grain  business, 
and  a  threshing  machine  which  he  placed  at  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  local  farmers.  At  the  end  of  eight  years, 
however,  Mr.  Swart  moved  to  Roselle,  where  larger 
opportunities  seemed  to  be  awaiting  him.  Here  he 
carried  on  independent  farming  operations,  and  at  the 
same  time  operated  a  country  store  and  served  as 
postmaster.  He  administered  the  duties  of  his  office 
in  a  very  efficient  way,  and  was  able,  in  addition  to 
develop  a  successful  business,  building  up  a  wide  local 
trade. 

In  1904  Mr.  Swart  again  moved,  this  time  to  Hack¬ 
ney  Station,  where  his  activities  centered  for  twelve 


years.  In  this  community,  as  at  Roselle,  he  operated 
the  post  office  and  a  general  store.  He  also  served  as 
station  agent.  The  people  of  Hackney  Station  knew 
him  as  a  devoted  public  servant,  an  able  business  man, 
and  as  a  citizen  on  whose  judgment  they  could  al¬ 
ways  depend  and  whose  best  efforts  were  always  ready 
for  the  advancement  of  any  community  cause.  Mr. 
Swart  made  his  home  at  Hackney  Station  until  1916. 
In  that  year  he  removed  to  Amity,  Washington 
County,  where  he  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
Here  again  he  established  and  successfully  operated 
a  mercantile  enterprise,  devoting  his  attention  to  the 
active  conduct  of  his  affairs  until  the  last.  In  the 
latter  years  of  his  residence  here,  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Annie  Conger,  became  postmistress.  The  post  office 
was  situated  in  his  store  and  he  was  always  glad  to 
give  his  daughter  the  benefit  of  his  long  experience 
and  sound  counsel.  Mr.  Swart  was  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  was  influential  in  party  circles  in  those 
communities  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  affiliated  fra¬ 
ternally  with  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
America  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  October  16,  1879,  David  Herman  Swart  mar¬ 
ried  Nannie  C.  Van  Dyke,  who  was  born  near  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Mills,  West  Bethlehem  Township,  Washington 
County  on  February  15,  1858,  daughter  of  Andrew 
P.  and  Annie  (Martin)  Swart.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  her  mother  of  Zollarsville,  Wash¬ 
ington  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swart  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  1.  William  Marion, 
born  June  25,  1880,  died  March  9,  1915.  2.  Ernest 

Van  Dyke,  born  August  22,  1881.  3.  James  Walton, 

born  March  31,  1883.  4.  Annie  May,  born  May  17, 
1885.  5.  Goldie  Sarah,  born  January  23,  1887.  6. 

Leroy  Sherman,  born  February  24,  1890.  7.  Winnie 

Pauline,  born  October  31,  1892.  8.  Mabel  Irene,  born 
June  30,  1897.  9.  Juanita  Iola,  born  July  30,  1902. 

Mr.  Swart  died  at  Amity,  on  March  9,  1930,  in  his 
seventy-second  year.  He  was  a  man  of  high  character 
and  high  ideals,  winning  his  way  in  life  through  his 
own  efforts,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  others.  His 
was  an  honorable  career  and  a  constructive  and 
wholesome  influence,  the  value  of  which  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  all  who  knew  him. 


CALVIN  REID  MARSHALL— As  the  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  one  of  the  pioneer  mercantile  establish¬ 
ments  of  Dayton,  Armstrong  County,  Calvin  Reid 
Marshall  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  town, 
and  consistently  active  in  all  the  movements  which 
promoted  the  welfare  of  his  beloved  birthplace.  Strict 
accuracy  requires  the  statement  that  he  was  born  on 
the  old  Marshall  homestead,  about  a  half  mile  from 
the  center  of  Dayton.  But  practically  all  his  life  was 
lived  in  the  town  and  he  was  always  completely 
identified  with  the  life  of  Dayton. 

Born  on  November  21,  1862,  Mr.  Marshall  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Mary  Ann  Marshall,  the  former 
of  whom  was,  at  various  times,  a  farmer,  general 
merchant,  and  interested  in  the  lumber  business.  The 
son  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  Dayton 
Academy,  and  went  to  work  in  the  mercantile,  busi¬ 
ness  which  his  grandfather  had  established.  This  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  concerns  of  Dayton,  and  came  down 
from  grandfather  to  the  father,  William,  and  from 
him  to  the  son,  Calvin  Reid  Marshall,  the  last  of  the 
name  to  carry  on  its  trade.  He  was,  from  young  man¬ 
hood,  a  partner  of  his  father  in  this  establishment, 
then  known  as  C.  R.  and  T.  H.  Marshall,  and  in 
1907  became  the  sole  owner.  Mr.  Marshall  was  a 
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keen  and  alert  business  man,  gifted  with  vision  and 
faith  in  the  future.  He  introduced  some  of  the  best 
changes  made  in  Dayton,  and  was  foremost  in  the 
promotion  of  what  was  best  in  civic  life.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Dayton  and  for  many  years  served  as  its  treasurer. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Marshall,  on  February  1,  1887,  married  at  Day- 
ton,  Miss  Mollie  F.  Ellenberger,  daughter  of  the  late 
Charles  Walter  Ellenberger  (q.  v.)  and  Rebecca 
(Treas)  Ellenberger,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
well-known  merchant  and  banker  of  Dayton.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marshall  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Ethel  L.,  who  died  in  1918.  2.  Alice  T.  3.  Lillian 
R.  The  last  two  are  teachers  in  the  Pittsburgh 
schools. 

Calvin  Reid  Marshall  built  his  home  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Dayton  Academy,  to  which  he  had  gone  as  a 
boy.  And  it  was  in  this  fine  home  that  he  died  June 
28,  1917,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  His  had  been  a 
useful  life,  one  which  was  marked  not  only  by  per¬ 
sonal  achievement,  but  by  a  generous  sharing  of  the 
results  of  his  success  with  others.  He  had  the  gift 
of  comradeship,  and  his  friends  were  legion.  Without 
pride  or  display  he  was  a  gracious  and  good  man, 
upright,  public-minded  and  an  examplar  of  many 
traits  which  others  could  follow  to  their  advantage. 
In  the  permanent  annals  of  Dayton  the  name  of  Mar¬ 
shall  is  graven  in  bright  letters  for  all  to  see. 


CHARLES  WALTER  ELLENBERGER— As 

a  successful  merchant  and  financier,  Charles  Walter 
Ellenberger,  for  thirty-five  years  a  resident  of  Day- 
ton,  Armstrong  County,  not  only  contributed  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  community,  but  is  remembered  for 
his  high  ideals,  kindliness  and  generosity  as  a  citizen, 
interested  in  all  that  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
and  the  welfare  of  its  people.  He  was  born  at  Bel¬ 
knap,  Pennsylvania,  July  14,  1833,  and  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools  and  at  Gold  Run  Academy.  His 
first  essay  at  making  a  livelihood  for  himself  was  on 
a  farm.  He  soon,  however,  found  that  he  was  better 
fitted  for  the  mercantile  business  and  secured  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  a  store.  Later  he  operated  a  country  store,  a 
commercial  activity  in  which  he  engaged  till  later  in 
life. 

Like  many  men  he  was  spurred  on  to  renewed 
endeavors  by  his  marriage  in  1859.  Up  to  this  time 
he  had  remained  in  Belknap,  but  with  his  bride  he 
removed  to  McWilliams  and  established  a  store,  and 
continued  this  with  increasing  success  until  1895, 
when  he  removed  to  Dayton,  and  opened  another  gen¬ 
eral  store,  which  he  shortly  afterward  sold  and  re¬ 
tired  from  active  mercantile  life.  He  still  retained 
his  farm  and  much  of  his  real  estate  holdings  until 
1901.  The  reason  for  his  change  in  occupation  was  to 
leave  himself  free  to  organize  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Dayton,  of  which  he  became  president  and 
was  the  directing  head  almost  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Ellenberger  was  prominently  connected  with 
the  social,  civic  and  religious  life  of  the  community, 
taking  his  duties  and  privileges  as  a  good  citizen  and 
a  man  seriously,  and  “was  responsible  for  a  number 
of  the  worth  while  improvements  made  in  Dayton." 
He  was  a  staunch  Republican,  but  did  not  seek  public 
office.  For  many  years  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  he  was  a  consistent  follower  of  the 
Christ  throughout  all  his  mature  life.  Mr.  Ellen¬ 


berger  died  at  his  home  in  Dayton,  March  24,  1930, 
at  the  fine  ripe  age  of  ninety-six.  His  passing  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  the  community  and  his  many 
friends. 

Charles  Walter  Ellenberger  married,  in  1859,  Re¬ 
becca  Freas,  who  died  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Ellen¬ 
berger  was  survived  by  the  following  children :  1. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Ellenberger,  of  Boulder,  Colorado.  2.  Mrs. 
Mollie  F.  Marshall,  widow  of  Calvin  Reid  Marshall 
(q.  v.).  3.  Mrs.  Jessie  Patton.  4.  Mrs.  F.  L.  Travis, 
of  Dayton.  He  is  also  survived  by  eleven  grand¬ 
children  and  seven  great-grandchildren. 


HARRY  WALTER  MITCHELL,  M.  D.,  D.  Sc. 

— Already  soundly  established  was  the  reputation  of 
Dr.  Harry  Walter  Mitchell  when  he  was  settled  as 
superintendent  of  the  Warren  State  Hospital  at  War¬ 
ren,  over  which  he  has  had  jurisdiction  for  twenty 
years.  Dr.  Mitchell  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
expert  alienists  of  the  country,  and  the  author  of  a 
number  of  treatises  on  the  insane  which  have  appeared 
in  medical  publications.  He  is  a  former  president  of 
the  American  Psychiatric  Association. 

Born  in  Plymouth,  New  Hampshire,  November  6, 
1867,  Dr.  Mitchell  is  the  son  of  Harris  Blair  and 
Frances  M.  (Blair)  Mitchell.  He  took  his  prepara¬ 
tory  course  at  Peacham  Academy,  Peacham,  Vermont, 
and  entered  the  University  of  Vermont.  Here  he 
achieved  an  excellent  record  for  scholarship,  and  was 
an  honor  graduate  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  the  class  of  1896.  The  university,  at  its 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  annual  Commence¬ 
ment,  June  15,  1931,  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Science  upon  Dr.  Mitchell,  it  being  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  following  citation : 

Doctor  of  Science — Harry  Walter  Mitchell,  graduate 
of  the  Medical  College  of  this  University,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  State  Hospital  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  an 
alienist  of  the  highest  standing  and  authority,  distin¬ 
guished  as  a  scientist  by  his  intellectual  energy,  com¬ 
prehensive  knowledge  and  keen  discrimination ;  as  a 
physician  by  his  alert  and  sympathetic  ministry  to 
minds  diseased ;  as  a  citizen  by  his  sound  judgment 
and  large  humanity. 

Dr.  Mitchell  was  appointed  assistant  physician  at 
the  State  Asylum  for  Criminal  Insane,  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts,  in  1896  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  1899.  In  the  latter  year  he  went  to  the  Danvers 
(Massachusetts)  State  Hospital  as  assistant  physi¬ 
cian,  and  was  there  nine  years.  From  1907  to  1910 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Main  Insane 
Hospital,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  was  called  back  to 
Danvers,  Massachusetts,  this  time  to  the  superin¬ 
tendency  of  the  State  Hospital.  In  1912  he  accepted 
the  offer  of  the  superintendency  of  the  Warren  (Penn¬ 
sylvania)  State  Hospital,  where  he  has  since  labored, 
and  in  the  meantime  has  become  a  more  important 
figure  in  the  ranks  of  alienists  in  this  country.  The 
treatises  that  have  come  from  his  pen  have  been  lim¬ 
ited  to  monographs  for  publication  in  medical  journals, 
and  they  have  received  a  wide  and  favorable  reading 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  fraternity,  especially  that 
section  devoted  to  the  study  and  practice  in  diseases 
of  the  mind. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  State  Medical  Society,  Boston  (Massachu¬ 
setts)  Society  of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology,  New 
England  Society  of  Psychiatry,  American  Psychiatric 
Association  (secretary,  1918-21,  and  president,  1923), 
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American  Neurological  Association,  American  Genetic 
Association,  Philadelphia  Psychiatric  Society,  Phila¬ 
delphia  Neurological  Society,  American  Institute  of 
Criminal  Law  and  Criminology,  National  Association 
for  Study  of  Epilepsy,  and  Association  for  Research 
in  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases.  His  clubs  are  the 
University,  of  Boston;  the  Conewango,  of  Warren; 
and  the  Wanakah  Country,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
His  politics  is  of  the  Republican  faith,  and  his  reli¬ 
gious  preference  is  Unitarian.  He  is  fond  of  taking 
recreation  in  the  midst  of  outdoor  life. 

Dr.  Mitchell  married,  August  16,  1902,  at  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  Mary  Paulsell,  M.  D.,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  California. 


HOWARD  W.  STULL— Lawyer,  civic  leader 
and  public  official,  Howard  W.  Stull  has  risen  to  a 
prominent  place  in  the  life  of  Johnstown.  He  is 
widely  experienced  in  legal  work  in  Pennsylvania 
courts,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  the  State  of  Washington,  where  his  activities 
centered  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Stull  was  born  in  Cambria  County,  on  April 
11,  1876,  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  J.  (Maurer) 
Stull.  His  father,  who  was  in  early  life  an  educator, 
later  became  a  merchant,  and  still  later  was  engaged  in 
real  estate  transactions  at  Johnstown.  He  died  in  1917. 
Mary  J.  (Maurer)  Stull,  his  wife,  died  in  1906.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Howard  W., 
of  this  record.  2.  Dr.  George  B.,  of  Harrisburg.  3. 
Annie  M.,  deceased.  4.  Ivella  P.,  wife  of  Thomas 
James  of  Cranberry,  New  Jersey.  5.  Arthur  M.,  of 
Johnstown. 

Howard  W.  Stull  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  high  school  of  Johnstown,  and  at  Indiana  State 
Normal  School,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the 
commercial  department.  Then  he  entered  George 
Washington  University  to  begin  the  study  of  law,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  the  required  course  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1908. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  was  also  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  before  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  January,  1910, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  bar  of  the 
State  of  Washington.  Meanwhile  his  legal  activities 
were  well  under  way,  and  with  passing  years  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  build  up  a  prosperous  practice.  For  two 
terms  he  also  served  as  prosecuting  attorney. 

Mr.  Stull  remained  in  Washington  until  October, 
1917.  At  that  time,  however,  he  returned  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Johnstown,  enter¬ 
ing  actively  into  the  war  work  of  the  period  and 
quickly  winning  a  place  for  himself  in  the  life  of  the 
city.  He  was  captain  of  a  local  company  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Defense,  and  contributed  generously  of  his 
time  and  effort  to  the  furtherance  of  the  various 
Liberty  Loan  drives,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  other  campaigns.  Mr.  Stull  was  admitted 
to  the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  1919,  and  to  the  bar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  1922.  Still  later  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Superior  Court.  Apart  from  his  legal  con¬ 
nections,  Mr.  Stull  has  many  other  interests  and  has 
served  in  a  wide  variety  of  responsible  offices.  He 
was  assistant  postmaster  at  Johnstown  for  five  and  a 
half  years,  and  also  served  for  four  years  as  assistant 
chief  of  the  Foreign  Division,  Sixth  Auditor’s  Office 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  for  six  months  in 
the  Land  Office  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
For  two  years  he  was  a  State  committeeman  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  was  in  1932  the  representative  of  the 
Twentieth  Pennsylvania  District  in  Congress  at 


Washington.  He  has  been  very  active  in  fraternal 
circles,  being  affiliated  with  Sunnehanna  Lodge,  No. 
742,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a 
Past  Master.  In  the  Masonic  order  he  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Colville  Chapter,  in  Washington,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Past  High  Priest  of  that  Chapter;  a 
member  of  Washington  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar,  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ; 
and  Almas  Temple,  at  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  Mr.  Stull  is  a  past  president  and  district 
trustee  of  the  Johnstown  Kiwanis  Club,  and  is  a 
former  deputy  commissioner  of  the  local  Boy  Scout 
organization.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

On  September  3,  1901,  Howard  W.  Stull  married 
Rebecca  Jane  McGahan,  who  was  born  in  Indiana 
County.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Mary  Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  Boyer  Allen  of 
New  York  City.  2.  Franklin  H.,  deceased.  3.  Har¬ 
old  W.,  of  Washington.  4.  Sarah  Frances,  who  lives 
with  her  parents  at  Johnstown. 


FRANK  FISHER  MOORE,  M.  D.— One  of 

the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  and  professional 
men  of  Homer  City,  Indiana  County,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  for 
a  number  of  years,  Frank  Fisher  Moore,  M.  D., 
achieved  success  and  won  his  place  in  the  regard  of 
his  colleagues  and  his  community  through  his  own 
efforts.  He  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  November 
28,  1880,  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Fisher) 
Moore,  at  that  time  visiting  Ohio  from  New  Jersey, 
their  home.  He  received  the  preliminaries  of  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey  grade  and  high 
schools,  being  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1897. 
Determined  upon  medicine  as  his  vocation,  Dr.  Moore 
matriculated  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  where  he  completed  courses  in  both  medicine 
and  pharmacy,  being  graduated  May  23,  1903. 

Dr.  Moore  began  his  professional  career  as  a  drug¬ 
gist  at  Atlantic  City,  mainly  for  experience,  but  also 
because  his  working  his  way  through  the  medical 
school  had  made  it  advisable  to  improve  his  finances. 
Within  a  few  months  he  removed  to  Punxsutawney, 
where  he  was  the  house  physician  at  the  Adrian  Hos¬ 
pital  until  June,  1904.  He  then  passed  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Medical  Board  examination,  and  established 
himself  in  practice  at  Yatesboro,  where  he  was  made 
the  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Cowanshannock  Coal  and 
Coke  Company,  being  thus  engaged  until  he  received 
his  appointment,  in  1917,  as  physician  of  the  Roches¬ 
ter  and  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company  at  the 
Lucerne  mines  in  Center  Township,  a  post  he  held  to 
the  time  of  his  death  and  which  contributed  greatly 
to  his  experience  and  training.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  Dr.  Moore  laid  an  unusually  broad  foundation  in 
his  original  studies  of  medicine,  pharmacy  and  sur¬ 
gery,  for  the  work  which  was  to  be  his  in  later  years. 
He  was,  perhaps,  best  known  as  a  surgeon,  but  by 
research  knowledge  and  experience  he  was  a  versatile 
and  able  practitioner  in  nearly  all  phases  of  medicine. 
Always  the  student,  always  conscientious  and  careful 
in  his  consideration  of  a  case,  scientific  and  courage¬ 
ous  in  his  work,  it  was  only  natural  that  he  should 
rise  to  unusual  heights  in  his  profession,  be  con¬ 
sulted  widely  by  his  colleagues  as  an  authority,  and 
have  a  most  grateful  and  loyal  clientele.  In  addition 
to  his  large  general  practice  he  was  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Indiana  Hospital,  medical  examiner  for 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  a 
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member  of  the  Indiana  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  It  was  particularly  sad  that  in 
his  very  devotion  to  his  profession,  Dr.  Moore  should 
die  a  martyr’s  death  at  the  hands  of  an  insane  pa¬ 
tient,  June  24,  1927. 

Throughout  his  life  a  public-minded  citizen  who 
gave  a  great  deal  of  himself  and  his  time  to  civic  and 
welfare  projects,  Dr.  Moore  did  a  great  deal  for  the 
development  of  Homer  City  and  the  betterment  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  poorer  people  of  the  com¬ 
munity  lived.  While  not  particularly  interested  in 
politics,  Dr.  Moore  was  president  of  the  Borough 
Council  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  considered 
to  have  greatly  forwarded  the  affairs  of  the  munici¬ 
pality.  He  was  a  vice-president  of  the  Homer  City 
Bank  and  financially  interested  in  several  industrial 
concerns.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Moore  was  affiliated  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  of 
Indiana,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club 
of  Indiana,  the  Indiana  Country  Club,  and  the  Stone 
Creek  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club  of  Huntingdon 
County. 

On  June  17,  1907,  Dr.  Frank  Fisher  Moore 

married  Jean  Craig,  daughter  of  James  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Patterson)  Craig  of  Pittsburgh.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  were  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Francis  and 
James  Moore.  Francis  Moore  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1931  and  then  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Business;  James  Moore  is  a  student  at  the  Homer 
City  High  School. 


RAY  L.  IRWIN — A  native  and  lifelong  resident 
of  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Irwin  has  been 
identified  with  the  banking  business  for  practically 
his  entire  business  career.  It  is  characteristic  of  him 
that  he  should  have  spent  so  far  his  entire  career  with 
one  and  the  same  bank,  the  Sheffield  National  Bank, 
of  Sheffield,  Warren  County.  It  is  equally  character¬ 
istic  of  him  that  he  should  have  risen  from  a  minor 
clerical  position  to  one  of  importance  and  responsi¬ 
bility,  that  of  vice-president  and  cashier.  In  that 
capacity  he  has  made  important  contributions  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity,  which  the  Sheffield  National 
Bank  has  enjoyed  in  recent  years  and,  indeed,  ever 
since  its  organization.  Mr.  Irwin  has  always  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  all  worth  while  phases  of  the 
community’s  life  and  occupies  a  position  of  importance 
and  influence  in  his  home  town. 

Ray  L.  Irwin  was  born  at  Ridgway,  Elk  County, 
September  15,  1887,  a  son  of  J.  H.  and  Sarah  (El- 
thorpe)  Irwin,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  and 
as  a  young  man  entered  the  banking  business,  becom¬ 
ing  connected  at  that  time  with  the  Sheffield  National 
Bank  of  Sheffield,  Warren  County.  As  the  years 
passed  he  was  promoted  to  positions  of  ever  increas¬ 
ing  importance  and  responsibility  until  he  finally  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position,  that  of  vice-president 
and  cashier.  Mr.  Irwin  is  generally  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  able  and  most  successful  of  the  younger 
generation  of  bankers  in  Warren  County.  The  Shef¬ 
field  National  Bank,  the  pioneer  bank  of  this  town, 
was  organized  in  1902  by  a  group  of  local  business 
men.  A.  J.  Hazeltine  served  as  its  first  president, 
but  held  this  position  only  a  short  time.  He  was 
succeeded  by  C.  H.  Smith,  who,  in  turn,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  present  incumbent,  C.  R.  McNeal, 
who,  therefore,  is  the  third  president  of  the  Shef¬ 
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field  National  Bank.  The  first  cashier  was  G.  L 
Morlock.  His  successor  was  H.  Bailey,  who  was 
the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Irwin.  The  bank  was  origi¬ 
nally  capitalized  at  $50,000,  Today,  after  almost 
three  decades  of  successful  existence,  the  total  assets 
of  the  bank  amount  to  $1,800,000.  Mr.  Irwin,  during 
the  World  War,  served  as  chairman  of  the  various 
Liberty  Loan  drives  in  Sheffield  and,  in  recognition 
of  his  useful  services  during  that  difficult  period, 
he  received  a  certificate  from  the  United  States 
Government.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local  school  and 
library  boards  and  through  his  work  on  these  boards 
has  done  much  to  further  civic  progress.  For  many 
years  prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a 
member  of  North  Star  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  as  well  as  of  the  various  other  Masonic 
bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Coudersport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  as  well  as  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Kane  Country 
Club  and  the  Smethport  Country  Club.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  the  official  board  of  which  he  is  a  very  effective 
member. 

Mr.  Irwin  married,  in  1910,  Marie  A.  Covert,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  B.  Maxine  and  Virginia 
Ray  Irwin. 


FRANCIS  JULIUS  Le  MOYNE,  M.  D.— The 

Le  Moynes  are  of  French  origin.  At  the  time  of  the 
French  Revolution  the  father  of  Francis  Julius  Le 
Moyne  fled  from  his  native  land  and  came  to  America, 
settling  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio.  Later  he  removed  to 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Nancy 
McCully  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  for  a  number  of  years. 

Francis  Julius  Le  Moyne  was  born  in  Washington 
on  September  4,  1798.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
college  in  Washington  in  1815  and  began  the  study 
of  medicine  under  the  guidance  of  his  father,  Dr. 
John  Julius  Le  Moyne.  Later  he  attended  the  medical 
school  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  being  grad¬ 
uated  in  1821.  The  following  year  he  began  active 
practice  in  his  native  town.  Francis  Julius  Le  Moyne 
was  a  man  of  quick  sensibilities  and  keen  intellect 
who  responded  affirmatively  to  the  life  and  problems 
of  his  times.  The  plight  of  the  negro  in  America 
early  enlisted  his  sympathies  and  long  before  the 
crusading  activities  of  John  Brown  he  organized  in 
Washington  an  anti-slavery  society.  It  was  largely 
through  his  influence  that  Washington  became  an  im¬ 
portant  point  on  the  “underground  railroad,”  for 
assisting  runaway  slaves  to  Canada. 

Dr.  Le  Moyne  was  the  first  candidate  of  the  Liberal 
party  for  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  elections  he  and  James  G.  Birney,  the 
nominee  for  president,  were  defeated  by  the  Whig 
candidates,  General  William  Henry  Harrison  and 
John  Tyler,  but  their  campaign  was  not  in  vain,  for 
it  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Nation  toward  those 
evils  which  they  hoped  to  remedy.  Successively  in 
1841,  1843  and  1847,  Dr.  Le  Moyne  was  the  candidate 
of  the  Liberal  party  for  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
If  none  of  his  campaigns  were  successful,  they  served 
to  bring  his  distinguisjied  talents  prominently  to  pub¬ 
lic  attention  and  to  impress  on  the  voters  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth  the  principles  of  government  which  he 
sought  to  advance. 
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When  the  great  victory  over  slavery  was  won,  Dr. 
Le  Moyne  returned  to  the  quiet  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Washington  and  so  devoted  himself  for 
many  years.  He  continued,  however,  to  give  unfail¬ 
ing  support  to  those  movements  which  enlisted  his 
sympathies.  He  was  known  particularly  as  a  gener¬ 
ous  contributor  to  the  progress  of  education.  Dr. 
LeMoyne  founded  the  public  library  at  Washington, 
and  gave  the  sum  of  $25,000  to  establish  a  normal 
school  for  negroes  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.  This 
school  is  still  in  existence.  Until  the  time  of  his  death 
he  continued  his  contributions  to  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion,  endowing  professorships  of  agriculture  and  ap¬ 
plied  mathematics  at  Washington  (now  Washington 
and  Jefferson)  College. 

At  a  later  period,  Dr.  Le  Moyne  became  intensely 
interested  in  cremation  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  this 
process  for  disposing  of  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  In 
1876,  he  erected  at  Washington  the  first  crematory  in 
America,  and  it  was  here  that  the  first  cremation  took 
place,  that  of  Baron  de  Palm  of  New  York.  From 
then  onward  the  usefulness  of  the  crematory  process 
was  steadily  extended,  as  prejudices  against  it  lessened. 

In  1823,  Francis  Julius  Le  Moyne  married  Made¬ 
leine  Romaine  Bureau,  of  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  born  there 
on  November  23,  1799.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children.  One  of  their  children,  Mrs.  Madeleine 
(Le  Moyne)  Reed,  resides  in  Washington,  the  town 
of  her  birth,  in  the  old  house  built  by  her  grandfather. 

Dr.  Le  Moyne  died  at  Washington  on  October  14, 
1879,  in  his  eighty-second  year.  Until  his  death  he 
lived  quietly  in  the  old  stone  mansion  he  built  many 
years  ago,  and  at  his  own  request  he  was  cremated 
in  the  crematory  he  himself  had  built.  Dr.  Le  Moyne 
was  a  man  of  far-ranging  vision  who  was  always  a 
leader  of  his  times.  He  served  many  people  and  many 
causes,  and  the  constructive  influences  of  his  life  are 
as  valuable  to  those  who  come  after  him  as  they  were 
to  the  people  of  his  own  age. 


BEN  KINNEAR — A  native  and  lifelong  resident 
of  Warren,  the  county  seat  of  Warren  County,  Mr. 
Kinnear  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  younger 
generation  of  this  city’s  business  and  public  men. 
Identified  during  his  entire  business  career  with  the 
Warren  Axe  and  Tool  Company,  Mr.  Kinnear,  more 
recently,  has  devoted  himself  to  public  life  rather  than 
to  business  and  is  now  the  very  popular  and  capable 
register  and  recorder  of  Warren  County.  A  veteran 
of  the  World  War,  he  has  long  been  one  of  the  most 
active  members  of  the  local  Post  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  and  has  been  a  leading  figure  in  furthering  the 
growth  and  spread  of  this  organization.  Indeed,  in 
every  movement  or  enterprise,  looking  toward  the 
furthering  of  civic  progress  and  toward  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  welfare  of  the  Community,  its  people  and 
its  institutions,  Mr.  Kinnear  can  always  be  counted 
upon  to  assume  a  position  of  effective  and  helpful 
leadership. 

Ben  Kinnear  was  born  at  Warren,  September  26, 
1893,  a  son  of  W.  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Nesmith)  Kin¬ 
near,  of  Warren.  His  father  is  secretary  of  the  War¬ 
ren  Axe  and  Tool  Company.  Mr.  Kinnear  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  city  and,  after  leaving  school,  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Warren  Axe  and  Tool  Company.  He  con¬ 
tinued  with  this  well-known  industrial  establishment, 
one  of  the  leading  concerns  of  Warren,  until  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World 
War.  After  his  return  to  civilian  life  at  the  end  of 
the  war  he  resumed  his  connection  with  the  Warren 


Axe  and  Tool  Company,  becoming  assistant  secretary 
of  the  company  at  that  time.  Mr.  Kinnear  continued 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  1930,  when  he  was 
elected  register  and  recorder  of  Warren  County.  In 
that  office  he  succeeded  Miss  Wilder,  who  had  held 
some  position  in  the  office  since  1893.  Mr.  Kinnear 
has  made  an  enviable  record  for  himself  as  a  public 
official  and  has  conducted  his  office  in  such  an  efficient 
way  that  he  has  gained  for  himself  the  complete  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  those,  with  whom  he  comes  officially 
into  contact.  During  the  World  War  Mr.  Kinnear 
served  with  the  80th  Division,  American  Expedition¬ 
ary  Forces,  holding  the  rank  of  master  engineer.  He 
saw  considerable  overseas  service.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  However,  he  has,  per¬ 
haps,  been  more  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  American 
Legion  than  in  those  of  any  other  organization.  He 
is  a  Past  Commander  of  Warren  Post  and  a  Past 
District  Commander.  It  was  largely  due  to  Mr. 
Kennear  that  the  American  Legion  in  Warren  now 
owns  its  own  attractive  home,  which  was  purchased 
at  the  cost  of  $35,000,  the  entire  sum  being  raised  in 
Warren.  In  order  to  bring  about  this  result,  Mr. 
Kinnear  devoted  himself  to  this  enterprise  with  char¬ 
acteristic  energy  and  enthusiasm.  The  American  Le¬ 
gion  Post  home  was  dedicated  on  May  25,  1929,  and 
since  then  it  has  well  served  its  purposes.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Warren  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  affairs  of  which  he  is  prominently  active. 

Mr.  Kinnear  married,  in  1916,  Corinne  May  of 
Florida.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinnear,  who  make  their 
home  at  No.  107  East  Third  Avenue,  Warren,  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Betsy  Jane,  born  July  31, 
1918.  2.  Marcia  May,  born  September  25,  1920.  Mr. 
Kinnear’s  offices  are  located  in  the  County  Courthouse 
at  Warren. 


HARRY  E.  HOGUE,  Ph.  D.,  is  a  native  of  Law¬ 
rence  County,  born  December  26,  1891,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  late  John  and  Rose  (Houck)  Hogue,  members 
of  old  county  families. 

Dr.  Hogue  spent  his  early  years  upon  a  farm  and 
received  the  meager  preliminaries  of  an  education  in 
the  district  school.  He  had  no  intention  of  following 
agriculture  as  a  vocation,  however  high  one  must  rate 
that  calling,  and  from  the  Ellwood  City  grade  and 
high  schools,  he  was  graduated  in  1912.  He  earned 
a  livelihood  while  he  studied  and  continued  along  this 
line  until  he  was  graduated  from  Geneva  College, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  1917.  As  a 
teacher  he  continued  his  scholastic  work,  chiefly  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  sessions  of  Pittsburgh  College,  and 
St.  Francis  College,  and  in  1929  received  his  Doctor’s 
degree  in  Philosophy. 

The  practice  of  his  profession  was  contemporary 
with  his  own  studies  in  higher  education.  He  taught 
in  the  high  school  of  Lawrence  County  for  two  years ; 
was  superintendent  and  principal  of  the  Butler  County 
High  School  for  a  year ;  and  then  became  the  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Butler  County  school  system 
for  five  years.  He  then  resigned,  however,  to  serve 
later  as  superintendent  and  principal  of  the  Mason- 
town  High  School  in  Lafayette  County,  prior  to  1926 
when  Dr.  Hogue  was  called  to  Nanty  Glo,  to  accept 
the  post  of  superintendent  of  schools. 

Wherever  Dr.  Hogue  has  had  a  free  hand  in  the 
direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  school  systems  under 
his  leadership,  there  has  been  marked  improvement — 
in  the  administration  of  affairs,  in  the  introduction  and 


PENNSYLVANIA 


405 


practice  of  new  and  better  methods  of  instruction,  and 
in  the  general  interest  and  morale  of  the  students. 
His  own  teaching  borders  on  the  informal;  preferring 
to  arouse  the  interest  of  the  pupil  rather  than  to  cram 
a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  into  his  head.  In  his 
contacts  with  the  citizens  of  the  several  communities, 
to  which  his  professional  work  has  brought  him,  he 
has  made  it  clear  that  he  stands  for  all  that  is  best  in 
community  life  and  affairs  and  also  that  he  stands 
ready  to  contribute  of  whatsoever  he  has  to  the 
advancement  of  the  municipality  and  the  betterment  of 
its  people.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  a  popular  figure, 
being  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Malta,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
His  church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 

On  February  15,  1915,  Harry  E.  Hogue  married 
Lyna  Gardner,  of  Lawrence  County,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children :  Harold  Robert ;  Harry  E., 
Jr.;  Marjorie  Rosetta;  and  Geraldine  Lucille. 


ROBERT  BRUCE  GAMBLE,  M.  D.— For  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  three  decades  Dr.  Gamble  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  surgery 
at  Meadville,  Crawford  County.  He  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  leading  surgeons  of  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  prominently  active  in  hospital 
work,  as  well  as  in  the  financial,  civic,  fraternal  and 
social  life  of  the  city,  taking  also  a  deep  interest  in 
religious  affairs.  A  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American 
War  and  of  the  World  War,  he  served  in  both  of 
these  conflicts  as  an  infantry  officer,  and  not  in  the 
Medical  Corps :  Dr.  Gamble’s  position  in  the  com¬ 
munity  is  one  of  importance  and  influence. 

Robert  Bruce  Gamble  was  born  at  Mosiertown, 
Pennsylvania,  June  28,  1871,  a  son  of  Dr.  William  J. 
and  Helen  (Beebe)  Gamble,  both  now  deceased.  His 
father,  who  was  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  who  died  in  18 88,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Medical 
School  of  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
for  many  years  practiced  his  profession  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon.  Dr.  Gamble’s  mother  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  died  in  1873.  On  both  his  parents’  sides 
Dr.  Gamble  is  descended  from  old  American  families 
and  he  is  eligible  to  membership  in  several  patriotic 
societies.  Dr.  Gamble  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  then  attended  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege  at  Meadville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1893  and  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
1896.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  also  graduated  from 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
Buffalo,  New  York,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  then  pursued  post-graduate  work  and 
served  as  house  surgeon  at  the  City  Hospital  in  Roch¬ 
ester,  New  York,  during  1896-97.  In  1897  Dr.  Gam¬ 
ble  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  surgery  at 
Meadville,  Crawford  County,  and  there  he  has  since 
continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  is 
now  surgeon  of  the  Meadville  City  Hospital  and  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Craw¬ 
ford  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  latter  he  is  a 
past  president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Meadville  and 
a  trustee  of  Allegheny  College.  During  the  Spanish- 
American  War  Dr.  Gamble  served  as  a  captain  with 
the  15th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  After 
the  Spanish-American  War  his  interest  in  military 
affairs  found  expression  in  his  service  with  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  National  Guard  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  16th  Pennsylvania 


Infantry.  During  the  World  War  Dr.  Gamble  served 
as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  112th  Infantry,  United 
States  Army,  and  on  detached  service,  spending  six¬ 
teen  months  overseas  with  the  American  Expedition¬ 
ary  Forces  and  being  awarded  the  French  Legion  of 
Honor.  For  many  years  prominently  active. in  Ma¬ 
sonic  affairs,  he  is  a  member  of  numerous  bodies  up 
to  and  including  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  Sigma  Alpha  Upsilon  Fraternity;  the 
Meadville  Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  of  which  he  is  a  past  president ;  the 
Meadville  Country  Club ;  the  Iroquois  Boating  and 
Fishing  Club;  the  Meadville  University  Club;  and  the 
Meadville  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
of  the  vestry  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Dr.  Gamble  married,  July  5,  1900,  Nella  M.  White, 
of  Dunkirk,  New  York.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gamble  make 
their  home  at  No.  917  Diamond  Square,  Meadville. 
Dr.  Gamble’s  offices  are  located  at  No.  909  Park  Ave¬ 
nue,  Meadville. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  P.  BRADEN  — A  descendant 
of  pioneer  Pennsylvania  families  whose  members  in 
each  generation  have  been  men  of  prominence  in  the 
life  of  their  times  and  many  of  whom  have  served  in 
the  wars  of  their  country,  Captain  James  P.  Braden 
continued  in  his  own  career  the  notable  tradition  so 
long  connected  with  the  family  name.  Lawyer, 
banker,  soldier  and  man  of  large  affairs,  he  was  long 
a  leading  figure  in  Washington  life. 

Captain  Braden  was  born  in  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  October  8,  1871,  a  son  of  John  D.  and  Anna 
C.  (Ruple)  Braden,  both  now  deceased.  He  was  a 
grandson  of  John  and  Catherine  (McIntyre)  Braden. 
John  Braden  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  the 
vicinity  of  Enniskillen,  seat  of  the  County  of  Fer¬ 
managh,  a  son  of  James  and  Margaret  (Howe) 
Braden.  The  latter  was  of  English  origin.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  death  of  his  wife  Margaret,  James  Braden 
came  to  America  about  1798  and  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  with  his  family  in  the  Ruffscreek  settlement 
in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania.  Thus  for  almost 
one  hundred  and  forty  years  the  Bradens  of  this  line 
have  been  represented  in  Pennsylvania.  James  Braden, 
after  some  years  moved  into  the  Western  Reserve 
Country  and  his  last  years  were  spent  in  Beaver 
County.  John  Braden,  his  son,  after  marriage,  settled 
in  Chippewa  Township,  Beaver  County,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  During  the  War  of  1812 
he  served  in  the  American  Army,  and  for  many  years 
was  active  in  local  councils  of  the  Democratic  party. 

John  D.  Braden,  son  of  John  Braden  and  father 
of  Captain  James  P.  Braden,  of  this  record,  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Beaver  County,  on 
November  28,  1826.  He  was  graduated  from  Wash¬ 
ington  College,  now  Washington  and  Jefferson,  in 
1851  and  continued  preparations  for  a  legal  career 
under  the  Hon.  George  S.  Hart.  In  1853  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
on  January  1,  1895,  continued  in  active  practice  at 
Washington.  He  became  one  of  the  leading  lawyers 
of  the  county,  a  man  of  great  prestige  and  influence. 
Aside  from  his  professional  connections,  he  was  one 
of  the  local  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1892  was  one  of  the  presidential  electors  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  casting  his  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland. 
Anna  C.  (Ruple)  Braden,  his  wife,  survived  him 
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many  years,  passing  away  on  March  29,  1923,  when 
she  was  ninety-four  years  old.  She  was  born  in 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
James  and  Dinah  (Goodrich)  Ruple.  Her  mother 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  daughter  of  Jesse 
Goodrich,  and  a  descendant  of  John  Goodrich,  Amer¬ 
ican  progenitor  of  this  family,  who  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Connecticut  Colony  in  1648. 

Colonel  James  Ruple,  her  father,  a  veteran  of  the 
War  of  1812,  was  born  in  Morris  County,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  on  February  18,  1788,  eldest  son  of  Baltas  and 
Anna  (McCollum)  Ruple.  Baltas  Ruple  was  a  Penn¬ 
sylvanian  by  birth,  born  in  Rising  Sun,  now  a  part 
of  Philadelphia.  During  the  Revolution  he  served 
in  the  commissary  department  of  the  Patriot  Army. 
In  1794,  six  years  after  the  birth  of  his  son  James, 
he  brought  his  family  to  Washington  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  it  has  since  been  represented.  In 
1795  he  died.  Colonel  James  Ruple  grew  up  in 
Washington  County,  became  successively  a  carpen¬ 
ter  and  a  manufacturer  of  bricks,  and  devoted  him¬ 
self  successfully  to  the  latter  pursuits  during  the 
remainder  of  his  active  life.  He  died  on  January  8, 
1855  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  Colonel  Ruple  became 
one  of  the  most  influential  figures  of  his  generation 
in  the  life  of  the  community.  Serving  as  adjutant  of 
the  regiment  raised  in  Washington  County  to  fight 
in  the  War  of  1812,  he  was  later  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  colonel  and  for  many  years  commanded  the 
local  regiment  of  uniformed  militia.  For  three 
years,  1817-20,  he  was  coroner  of  Washington  County, 
and  for  two  terms,  1828-35  and  1839-42,  he  was 
county  clerk.  In  addition  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  burgesses  of  the  city  of  Washington  for 
several  years.  Colonel  Ruple  possessed  many  large 
and  important  interests  in  and  about  Washington, 
and  was  one  of  the  chief  stockholders  of  the  old 
Franklin  Bank,  organized  in  1836,  out  of  which  de¬ 
veloped  the  First  National  Bank  of  Washington,  of 
which  his  grandson,  Captain  James  P.  Braden  was 
to  serve  as  president. 

James  P.  Braden  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace  and  subse¬ 
quently  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1895.  Like  his 
father  he  had  decided  to  adopt  a  legal  career  and 
after  leaving  college  studied  in  the  law  offices  of  his 
brothers,  John  McIntyre  and  Alfred  G.  Braden. 
Meanwhile,  during  college  years,  he  had  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard, 
joining  a  local  company,  and  when  the  Spanish- Amer¬ 
ican  War  broke  out  he  was  already  a  well-trained 
soldier.  During  the  war  he  witnessed  active  service 
with  Company  H,  10th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  under  the  late  Colonel  Alexander  L.  Hawkins 
in  the  Philippines,  holding  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He 
served  with  fidelity  and  distinction,  and  after  the  war 
with  the  reestablishment  of  Company  H  as  a  unit 
of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  he  was  elected 
second  lieutenant  of  his  company.  Subsequently  he 
was  advanced  to  first  lieutenant  and  then  to  captain, 
which  rank  he  held  until  his  resignation  in  June,  1905. 

After  his  return  from  the  Philippines,  Captain 
Braden  again  resumed  the  study  of  law  and  on  De¬ 
cember  31,  1900,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  general  prac¬ 
tice,  but  gradually  turned  his  attention  to  business 
interests.  Having  the  greatest  confidence  in  the 
future  of  the  city,  he  made  investments  in  real 
estate.  With  the  passing  years  he  became  more  and 
more  active  in  the  direction  of  the  First  National 


Bank,  and  in  1917  was  elected  president  of  this  insti¬ 
tution,  whose  affairs  he  guided  with  sure  hand  over 
a  considerable  period.  Finally,  with  the  consolida¬ 
tion  of  this  institution  with  the  Real  Estate  Trust 
Company  to  form  the  First  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  he  became  vice-president  of  the  new  corpora¬ 
tion.  Captain  Braden  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
conspicuous  ability.  His  judgment,  whether  in  the 
matter  of  business  trends  or  property  values,  was 
almost  invariably  sound,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
whole  structure  of  credit  and  banking  unsurpassed. 
By  right  of  his  accomplishments  and  through  the 
force  of  his  character  he  became  a  leader  in  the  life 
of  city  and  county  and  both  his  reputation  and  in¬ 
fluence  spread  beyond  its  borders  to  the  State  at 
large.  Captain  Braden  was  an  active  Democrat  in 
politics  and  for  some  years  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  of  his  party.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  In  spite  of  the  manifold  interests  of  his  life, 
he  was  very  active  in  civic  affairs,  seeking  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  welfare  of  the  community  and  con¬ 
tributing  generously  to  all  charitable  projects  as  well 
as  to  individuals  in  need. 

On  December  27,  1902,  Captain  Braden  married 
Mrs.  Harrison  Shaulis,  widow  of  Harrison  Shaulis,  a 
prominent  oil  operator.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Braden 
became  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Rebecca,  now 
Mrs.  John  E.  Cary  of  Washington.  She  was  born 
on  March  20,  1905,  and  was  graduated  from  Wash¬ 
ington  Seminary  and  National  Park  Seminary,  Forest 
Glen,  Maryland.  Mrs.  Braden  died  on  December  29, 
1925.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  three  sons,  all 
born  at  Bradford:  1.  John  A.  Shaulis,  born  in  1882. 
2.  Harrison  Shaulis,  born  in  1884,  died  at  Washing¬ 
ton  in  1891.  3.  Lee  William  Shaulis,  born  in  1887, 
died  at  Denver,  Colorado,  in  1920. 

Captain  Braden  died  suddenly  on  February  10, 
1931,  in  his  sixtieth  year.  His  death  brought  to  its 
close  a  career  of  worthy  accomplishment  and  many 
important  services  in  the  public  interest.  He  achieved 
success,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  honor,  and 
counted  of  greater  value  the  warm  affection  of  his 
many  friends. 


LEE  NEWELL  BUSH— For  a  third  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  Lee  Newell  Bush  played  important  roles  in  the 
commercial,  civic  and  religious  life  of  Leechburg  and 
Kittanning,  Armstrong  County.  He  was  a  native  of 
Kittanning,  born  February  10,  1870,  son  of  Henry  E. 
Bush,  for  many  years  a  merchant  tailor  of  Kittan¬ 
ning  and  highly  esteemed  for  his  splendid  character 
and  progressiveness. 

Lee  Newell  Bush  after  completing  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  went  into  the 
hardware  business  and  so  continued  for  more  than 
three  years.  He  had  all  the  qualifications  of  the 
good  salesman,  and  found  a  better  outlet  for  his  abili¬ 
ties  when  he  established  himself  in  a  clothing  store  at 
Apollo,  Armstrong  County.  It  was  about  the  year 
1906  when  he  removed  to  Leechburg  and  embarked 
upon  the  clothing  and  shoe  business,  a  vocation  he 
followed  in  this  city  for  thirty  years.  He  had  the 
gift  of  making  loyal  friends,  and  enjoyed  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  who  came  to  know  hirm  His  commercial 
enterprise  was  a  marked  success,  and  he  was  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Leechburg. 
He  was  also  financially  interested  in  the  oil  and  gas 
business.  In  1925,  Mr.  Bush  went  to  Kittanning  to 
take  full  charge  of  one  of  the  largest  shoe  stores  in 
that  place,  and  here  he  remained  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  May  7,  1928. 
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Mr.  Bush  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of  life  and 
its  opportunities.  Fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  having  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Scottish  Rite,  and  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  all  bodies  including  the  Shrine.  He  was  also  a 
Past  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  of  Leech- 
burg.  A  Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  at  one 
time  filled  out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  mayor  of 
Leechburg  and  was  then  elected  to  serve  another  term 
in  this  office.  For  many  years  a  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  he  was  financial  secretary  of  the  Leech¬ 
burg  congregation  for  eighteen  years  and  a  member 
of  the  church  council,  and  taught  in  the  Sunday 
school.  Throughout  all  his  life  he  was  keenly  inter¬ 
ested  in  religious  work,  and  was  ever  helpful  in  the 
various  welfare  activities  of  the  community.  His 
passing  was  the  cause  of  great  sorrow  to  his  many 
friends,  the  organizations  of  which  he  was  so  popu¬ 
lar  and  efficient  a  member,  and  the  inner  circle  of 
family  and  relatives. 

Lee  Newell  Bush  married  Mary  B.  Watterson,  the 
daughter  of  James  E.  and  Margaret  J.  Watterson, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  Union  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  having  served  with  the  rank  of  corporal  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Later  he  became  a  pros¬ 
perous  farmer  and  the  owner  of  large  landed  estates. 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  BARKLEY  HER- 
SHEY — During  the  years  of  a  useful  and  interesting 
career,  Thomas  Jefferson  Barkley  Hershey,  of  Mc¬ 
Keesport,  Allegheny  County,  has  been  prominently 
active  in  business,  finance,  public  office  and  frater¬ 
nal  orders,  and  has  been  a  popular  figure  in  the  civic, 
social  and  welfare  movements  of  the  municipality.  He 
is  a  native  of  Larimer,  Westmoreland  County,  born 
November  23,  1867,  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Eliza  Ade¬ 
line  (Cunningham)  Hershey.  His  father  who,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War,  served  the  Union  as  a  member 
of  Company  F,  14th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers,  operated  a  gristmill  and  was  interested  in  agri¬ 
culture.  The  son  was  raised  in  rural  surroundings, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  from  1878 
to  1881  worked  on  a  farm  in  Bedford  County  while 
he  still  attended  school.  In  1885  he  left  the  public 
schools  to  enter  Coleman’s  Business  College  where 
he  received  his  training  for  a  commercial  career  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  1885  and  1886.  For  the  following  half 
dozen  years  he  was  employed  at  various  occupations, 
all  of  which  added  to  his  experience,  but  contributed 
little  to  his  finances  or  the  furtherance  of  his  ambi¬ 
tions.  He  was  gifted  mentally  and  physically,  hav¬ 
ing  native  talents  which  would  carry  him  far,  once 
he  had  the  chance.  Not  being  “born  with  a  silver 
spoon  in  his  mouth,”  he  was  compelled  to  make  his 
own  opportunities  and  to  bide  his  time  until  he  could 
get  his  feet  on  the  first  rungs  of  the  ladder  which 
he  was  to  climb. 

From  1892  to  1900,  Mr.  Hershey  was  employed  as 
shipping  and  stock  clerk  by  the  National  Tube  Com¬ 
pany,  of  McKeesport.  In  1902  he  received  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  clerk  and  cashier  in  the  recorder’s  office 
of  Allegheny  County,  a  post  he  held  until  1905.  From 
February,  1905,  to  June,  1908,  he  was  manager  of 
the  real  estate  department  of  the  A.  B.  Campbell 
Company,  of  McKeesport;  and  from  1908  to  1912, 
Mr.  Hershey  was  clerk  in  the  commissioners’  office 
of  Allegheny  County.  From  1912  to  1916  he  was 
chief  inspector  of  the  department  of  weights  and 
measures  of  Allegheny  County,  and  for  the  six  j^ears 
following,  1916  to  1922,  was  inspector  and  examiner 
for  the  insurance  department  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  1922,  Mr.  Hershey  was  ap¬ 


pointed  postmaster  at  McKeesport,  in  which  office 
he  was  still  serving  in  1932.  During  the  meanwhile 
he  has  also  been  the  custodian  of  the  Federal  Build¬ 
ing  at  McKeesport.  This  brief  listing  of  the  various 
offices  which  Mr.  Hershey  has  held,  while  not  illu¬ 
minative  of  the  value  and  prominence  of  his  activ¬ 
ities  as  a  public  official,  at  least  reflects  a  little  light 
upon  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,  the  electorate  and  the  political  party  with 
which  he  is  affiliated.  No  man  is  kept  continuously 
in  public  office  who  lacks  ability,  integrity,  devotion 
and  a  capacity  for  hard  work.  And  there  must  also 
be  something  of  personality,  good  judgment,  under¬ 
standing  and  large-heartedness  to  win  and  hold  the 
faith  and  admiration  of  one’s  fellows  and  associates. 

Mr.  Hershey,  as  a  young  man,  manifested  a  flair 
for  politics  and  early  allied  himself  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  early  rose  to  prominence  in  the 
councils  and  campaigns  of  his  party,  and  was  honored 
with  election  to  leadership  in  some  of  the  local  and 
county  organizations.  He  is  president  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Republican  Club  of  McKeesport,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  In  civic 
affairs  he  plays  an  outstanding  role,  being  a  member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the 
McKeesport  Automobile  Club,  and  is  president  of 
the  Seventh  Ward  Welfare  and  Improvement  Asso¬ 
ciation,  vice-president  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Memorial  Hall  of  Allegheny 
County,  Pittsburgh,  and  director  of  the  Peoples 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  McKeesport.  Some 
years  ago  he  joined  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  18th  Regiment: 
and  was  captain  of  the  Dewey  Infantry,  Independent 
Military  Company.  In  fraternal  circles  Mr.  Hershey 
is  particularly  popular  and  prominent,  being  affiliated 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  other  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies  through  the  Knights  Templar.  He  is 
Past  Head  Consul,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  treasurer,  McKeesport  Camp,  No. 
23,  Woodmen  of  the  World;  past  president,  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  Postmasters  Association;  past  de¬ 
partment  commander,  Sons  of  Union  Veterans  of  the 
Civil  War,  of  Pennsylvania;  patriotic  instructor, 
Captain  A.  B.  Campbell  Camp,  No.  99,  Sons  of  the 
Union  Veterans  of  the  Civil  War;  treasurer  of  Mc¬ 
Keesport  Chapter,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution; 
past  president,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America; 
and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Americans,  Orange¬ 
men,  Knights  of  Malta,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the 
Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Khorassan.  Mr. 
Hershey  is  a  ruling  elder  of  the  First  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  McKeesport,  president  of  the  men’s 
Bible  class  of  that  church,  and  actively  interested  in 
religious,  humanitarian  and  philanthropic  work. 

On  June  24,  1891,  at  McKeesport,  Thomas  J.  B. 
Hershey  married  Mary  Lillian  Dowden,  daughter  of 
Lloyd  H.  and  Isabelle  (Burns)  Dowden,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Lillian  Ruth  (Hershey) 
Challener,  born  June  4,  1892. 


CHARLES  EDGAR  ZERBY— A  graduate  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Forestry  School,  Charles  Edgar 
Zerby  has  devoted  his  active  life  to  this  field,  serv¬ 
ing  as  State  forester  in  Clarion  County  during  the 
past  twelve  years.  He  is  well  qualified  by  experience 
and  training  for  the  position  which  he  holds,  per¬ 
forming  his  duties  efficiently  and  with  entire  satis¬ 
faction  both  to  the  people  of  this  county  and  to  those 
in  responsible  charge  of  Pennsylvania’s  forestry  work. 

Mr.  Zerby  was  born  at  Lock  Haven,  on  March 
7,  1891,  a  son  of  Robert  J.  and  Sydney  Catherine 


408 


PENNSYLVANIA 


(Spicher)  Zerby,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
father,  a  locomotive  engineer,  is  now  living  at  Monon- 
gahela.  There  were  two  children  in  this  family:  I. 
Charles  Edgar,  of  this  record.  2.  Marian  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  John  W.  Phillips  of  Brownsville. 

Mr.  Zerby  attended  Pennsylvania  public  schools 
and,  on  his  graduation  from  high  school  in  1909, 
entered  Madison  Academy  at  Uniontown.  Later  he 
entered  the  Pennsylvania  State  Forestry  School  to 
prepare  for  his  chosen  profession,  and  upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  work  there  was  assigned  to  Elk  County 
as  State  forester.  For  seven  years  he  remained  in 
Elk  County,  but  finally,  in  1920,  came  to  Clarion 
County  where  he  has  served  as  State  forester  since 
that  time.  Mr.  Zerby  has  been  in  the  happy  position 
of  fully  enjoying  his  life  work  and  he  has  carried 
on  his  duties  vigorously  and  efficiently.  He  has  won 
the  respect  not  only  of  his  associates  in  the  Forestry 
Department,  but  also  of  the  people  of  the  counties  in 
which  he  has  worked  and  made  his  home,  and  now 
numbers  a  wide  circle  of  friends  throughout  this 
section.  Mr.  Zerby  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  while  with  his  family  he  wor¬ 
ships  in  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

On  September  2,  1915,  at  Chambersburg,  Charles 
E.  Zerby  married  Clara  Josephine  Fleming,  who  was 
born  at  Chambersburg.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Margaret  Sydney,  Robert  Joseph  and 
Sophia  Joetta.  The  family  now  resides  at  Clarion. 


RICHARD  KING  MELLON— Representing  the 
third  generation  of  his  family,  Richard  King  Mellon 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  financial  and 
industrial  interests  of  his  native  city,  Pittsburgh, 
throughout  his  entire  career. 

Mr.  Mellon  was  born  in  Pittsburgh  on  June  19, 
1899,  a  son  of  Richard  Beatty  and  Jennie  Taylor 
(King)  Mellon.  He  is  a  grandson  of  the  late  Judge 
Thomas  Mellon,  jurist  and  financier,  who  was  the 
founder  of  the  Pittsburgh  banking  house  of  T.  Mel¬ 
lon  and  Sons,  now  known  as  the  Mellon  National 
Bank.  Mr.  Mellon’s  father,  Richard  B.  Mellon,  was 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  T.  Mellon  and  Sons  and 
in  1921  was  elected  president  of  the  Mellon  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  Richard  King  Mellon  received  his  pre¬ 
paratory  education  in  private  schools,  including 
Shadyside  Academy  at  Pittsburgh,  and  then  entered 
Princeton  University  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1922.  He  interrupted  his  college  studies  in  1918  to 
join  the  Naval  Aviation  Corps  as  a  student  pilot, 
completing  them  after  the  end  of  the  World  War. 
After  leaving  college  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Mellon  National  Bank  as  a  messenger  and  during 
the  ensuing  years  gained  a  very  complete  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  bank’s  business  by  working  in  different 
capacities  in  its  various  departments.  In  1924  he 
was  appointed  assistant  cashier  and  in  the  following 
year  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
He  was  elected  vice-president  in  May,  I929>  and  has 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  since  then.  He  is 
also  president  and  a  director  of  the  Forbes  National 
Bank  of  Pittsburgh  and  a  member  of  the  boards  of 
the  following  corporations:  Aluminum  Company  of 
America,  Carborundum  Company,  Koppers  Com¬ 
pany,  Ligonier  Valley  Railroad,  Pittsburgh  Aviation 
Industries,  Pullman  Company,  Westinghouse  Air 
Brake  Company,  Union  Savings  Bank,  Union  Trust 
Company  and  Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad. 
He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Eastern  Gas  and  Fuel 
Associates  and  of  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund.  His 
clubs  include  the  following:  Pittsburgh  Club,  of 


which  he  is  a  governor;  Duquesne  Club,  of  which 
he  is  a  governor;  Pittsburgh  Golf,  Allegheny  Coun¬ 
try  and  Rolling  Rock  Clubs  of  Pittsburgh;  and 
Racquet  and  Tennis  Club  of  New  York  City.  His 
interest  in  sports  finds  expression  also  in  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Rolling  Rock  Hunt,  of  which  he  is 
master  of  the  hounds,  and  in  the  Masters  of  Fox 
Hounds  Association,  the  International  Sportsman’s 
Club  of  London  and  the  American  Horse  Shows 
Association.  His  offices  are  in  the  Mellon  National 
Bank  and  his  residence  at  No.  6500  Fifth  Avenue, 
Pittsburgh. 


H.  GORDON  JOHNSON — By  profession  a  news¬ 
paperman,  Mr.  Johnson,  after  many  years  of  suc¬ 
cessful  work  in  the  newspaper  publishing  business, 
devoted  himself  to  public  life.  He  held  several  im¬ 
portant  public  offices,  which  he  invariably  filled  with 
characteristic  ability,  efficiency  and  conscientiousness. 
For  almost  ten  years  he  was  postmaster  of  Oil  City. 
Venango  County,  his  long  service  in  this  important 
office  indicating  how  capably  he  administered  its 
responsible  duties.  For  many  years  he  was  also 
prominently  active  in  many  other  phases  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  life.  Indeed,  whenever  any  community  en¬ 
terprise  was  undertaken,  Mr.  Johnson  was  always 
called  upon  to  lend  to  it  his  fine  talents  for  leader¬ 
ship  and  his  executive  ability.  His  support  of  any 
project  immediately  gained  for  it  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens  who  long  considered  him  one  of 
the  most  representative,  most  substantial  and  most 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Oil  City.  Mr.  Johnson  died 
on  December  11,  1931. 

H.  Gordon  Johnson  was  born  at  Polk,  Venango 
County,  May  3,  1865,  a  son  of  Robert  A.  and  Ruth 
(Walker)  Johnson,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  father  was  a  railroad  man  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  during  which  he  enlisted  at  Warren,  Ohio, 
serving  for  three  years.  After  his  return  from  the 
war,  in  1865,  he  became  station  agent  at  Lewiston, 
Missouri,  for  the  Chicago,  Missouri  and  Pacific 
Railroad.  Two  years  later,  in  1867,  he  died  in  his 
’thirties,  his  death  being  the  result  of  injuries  received 
during  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Johnson  was  reared  and 
educated  at  Franklin,  Venango  County.  While  still 
a  small  boy  he  began  to  earn  a  livelihood,  in  order 
to  help  his  widowed  mother.  At  first  he  worked  as  a' 
newsboy  and  at  anything  else  which  offered  itself. 
Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Venango  “Specta¬ 
tor,”  an  influential  Democratic  newspaper  of  Frank¬ 
lin.  He  began  as  a  printer’s  devil  and  gradually 
acquired  a  most  thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches 
of  the  newspaper  publishing  business,  especially  those 
connected  with  the  mechanical  work  of  publishing 
a  newspaper.  As  a  young  man  he  established  himself 
in  the  job  printing  business  in  Franklin  for  his  own 
account.  Later  he  consolidated  this  business  with 
the  “Evening  News”  of  Franklin,  now  the  “News- 
Herald.”  At  that  time  he  acquired  a  one-third  inter¬ 
est  in  this  publication.  He  continued  this  connection 
for  three  years.  He  then  went  to  the  government 
printing  office  in  Washington,  where  he  remained 
for  some  time.  During  the  administration  of  Grover 
Cleveland  he  lost  this  position  and  went  to  Syracuse, 
New  York,  as  superintendent  of  the  mechanical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Syracuse  “Post.”  Later,  in  1897, 
he  came  to  Oil  City  and  became  superintendent  of 
the  mechanical  department  of  the  Oil  City  “Der¬ 
rick.”  He  continued  in  this  capacity  for  twelve  years 
and  at  the  end  of  this  period  was  elected  register 
of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds  and  clerk  of  the  orphans’ 
court  of  Venango  County.  He  held  these  impor- 
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tant  and  responsible  positions  for  three  terms,  serv¬ 
ing  a  total  of  eleven  years.  During  this  period  he 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the  exemption  board  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War.  In  1920,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Oil  City  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two  years 
and  until  19 22,  when  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  Oil  City.  On  May  28,  1928,  he  was  reappointed, 
and  his  reappointment  met  with  the  complete  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  entire  community.  He  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  and  treasurer  of  the 
local  chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross;  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Grandview  Institu¬ 
tion;  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the  advisory  board 
of  the  local  Salvation  Army;  a  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  on  unemployment;  and  president  of 
the  Oil  City  Community  Chest.  He  was  actively 
identified  with  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  a 
member  and  as  its  treasurer,  and  was  also  one  of 
the  most  active  and  most  popular  members  of  the 
Oil  City  Rotary  Club.  For  many  years  he  was  prom¬ 
inently  active  in  Masonic  affairs,  having  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  663,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Keystone  Council,  No.  42,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he  was  a 
Past  Potentate;  and  Royal  Order  of  Jesters.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with  the 
Baptist  Church  and  more  particularly  with  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee. 

Mr.  Johnson  married,  October  18,  1884,  Catherine 
Humphrey,  of  Franklin,  Venango  County.  Mrs. 
Johnson  died  on  October  15,  1929.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Rob¬ 
ert  A.,  a  resident  of  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he 
is  superintendent  of  the  Public  Service  Corporation. 
2.  Newton  W.,  now  deceased.  3.  Helen  J.,  who 
married  A.  B.  Weingard  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM  BRICE,  JR.  — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Bedford,  William  Brice,  Jr.,  is  a  member 
of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  dating  back  to  Colonial 
days.  He  represents  the  fourth  generation  of  his 
family  in  Bedford  County  and  has  been  for  many 
years  prominent  in  business  and  public  life,  following 
in  that  respect  in  the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors.  He 
is  an  executive  officer  of  several  corporations,  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  agriculture,  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  postmaster  of  the  town  of  Bedford,  is 
a  member  and  former  officer  of  several  local  clubs, 
and  in  every  respect  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  and  representative  citizens  of  his  native 
county. 

The  first  member  of  the  Brice  family  to  settle  in 
Bedford  was  Mr.  Brice’s  great-grandfather,  John 
Brice,  who  came  to  Bedford  from  Northumberland 
County,  in  which  latter  county  he  had  entered  the 
service  of  the  Continental  Army  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  serving  with  such  distinction  that  he  was 
commissioned  a  colonel  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
The  son  of  John  Brice,  John  Brice,  2d,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  William  Brice,  Jr.,  likewise  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Bedford,  where  he  conducted 
for  many  years  a  popular  tavern,  located  on  the 
Forbes  Road,  now  known  as  the  Lincoln  Highway. 
He  married  Mary  Odilla  Koontz,  of  Bedford  Town¬ 
ship.  John  and  Mary  Odilla  (Koontz)  Brice  were 


the  parents  of  Mr.  Brice’s  father,  William  Brice,  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  mer¬ 
chants  of  Bedford  County  and  prominently  active  in 
public  life.  He  served  for  eighteen  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Bedford  Borough  School  Board,  for  two 
terms  as  mayor  of  the  town  of  Bedford  and  for  two 
terms  as  associate  judge  of  Bedford  County.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Annie  (Gephart)  Brice,  still  makes  her 
home  in  Bedford.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Rev.  William  Gephart,  who  came  to  Bedford  from 
Cumberland,  Maryland.  Her  mother,  prior  to  her 
marriage,  was  Mary  Phillips,  of  Bedford  Township. 

William  Brice,  Jr.,  a  son  of  the  late  William  Brice 
and  Annie  (Gephart)  Brice,  was  born  at  Bedford, 
April  8,  1878.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Bedford  and, 
after  having  passed  through  the  freshman  class  of  the 
local  high  school,  he  became  a  student  at  the  Bedford 
Classical  Academy,  where  he  completed  a  business 
course.  Later  he  studied  under  Professor  D.  C. 
Stunkard.  Upon  leaving  school  he  entered  the  hard¬ 
ware  business  with  his  father,  continuing  in  that  line 
until  1902.  At  that  time  he  was  elected  manager  of 
the  Bedford  Electric  Light  Company,  in  which  capac¬ 
ity,  as  well  as  in  that  of  secretary,  he  served  until 
1927.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bedford 
Lumber  Company  and  for  many  years  has  been  its 
treasurer.  He  was  also  one  of  the  group  of  business 
men  who  organized  the  Tate  Ganister  Rock  Company 
and  the  Barela  Ganister  Company,  of  both  of  which 
he  became  secretary.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
Inquirer  Printing  Company,  of  Bedford,  publishers 
of  a  successful  and  influential  Republican  weekly 
newspaper,  since  about  1914.  Though  his  interests 
have  always  centered  more  on  the  mercantile  and  in¬ 
dustrial  activities  of  Bedford,  he  has  taken  a  very 
deep  and  active  interest  in  agriculture  and  for  more 
than  twenty  years  has  been  effectively  connected  with 
the  Bedford  County  Agricultural  Association,  of 
which  he  is  now  president.  In  politics  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  in  the  councils  of 
which  he  stands  very  high.  His  appointment,  April 
12,  1923,  to  the  office  of  postmaster  of  Bedford  met 
with  general  approval,  and  he  has  filled  this  important 
office  so  capably  and  so  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  fellow-citizens  that  he  was  reappointed  to  a  second 
term  and  is  still  serving  in  this  office.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Bedford  Rotary  Qub,  of  -which  he  was 
president  during  1927-29,  and  of  the  Bedford  County 
Motor  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  past  vice-president. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Brice  married  at  Bedford,  May  1,  1901,  Amy 
Gilchrist,  a  daughter  of  Franklin  Pierce  and  Mary 
(Earnest)  Gilchrist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Brice, 
Jr.,  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Dorothy 
Jean,  born  September  24,  1910.  2.  Mary  Elizabeth, 

born  December  27,  1911.  3.  Wilma  Burton,  born 

March  27,  1915. 


JAMES  MADISON  MEAD— Descended  of  a 
family  whose  name  has  been  prominent  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  life  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution,  James 
Madison  Mead  devoted  his  career  to  useful  fields  and 
enterprises,  and  by  his  allegiance  to  the  highest  prin¬ 
ciples  of  citizenship  continued  the  fine  traditions  which 
were  his  by  right  of  birth. 

James  Madison  Mead  was  born  in  Conewango 
Township,  near  Warren,  Warren  County,  on  April 
5,  1839,  a  son  of  General  David  and  Martha  (Tuttle) 
Mead.  His  father,  David  Mead,  was  a  general  in 
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the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  settlement 
of  Meadville,  which  was  named  in  his  honor,  and  in 
the  public  square  of  that  city  today  a  statue  stands 
to  commemorate  his  life  there.  David  Mead  settled 
in  what  is  now  Meadville  in  1788.  He  was  a  son  of 
Joseph  Mead  and  a  brother  of  Mrs.  David  Beaty. 
Darius  Mead,  who  settled  at  Youngsville;  John  Mead, 
who  settled  at  Pittsfield;  and  Boone  Mead  were  also 
his  brothers.  Their  father,  Joseph  Mead,  purchased 
what  is  known  as  Mead  Island,  west  of  Warren,  in 
the  Allegheny  River,  from  Cornplanter,  the  noted 
Indian  chief,  and  one  of  his  descendants  still  has  the 
deed  which  is  written  on  parchment. 

James  Madison  Mead,  of  this  record,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Conewango  Town¬ 
ship  and  Warren  Borough.  In  early  years  he  took  up 
farming  and  was  so  engaged  until  the  time  when  oil 
was  first  produced  in  quantities.  Then,  over  a  con¬ 
siderable  period,  he  was  engaged  in  carrying  oil  in 
boats  from  Oil  City  to  Pittsburgh.  This  was  in  the 
days  before  pipe  lines  had  been  laid  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  oil.  His  boats  were  built  especially  for  their 
purpose  and  would  carry  about  a  hundred  barrels  of 
oil.  Meanwhile  he  continued  his  farming  operations 
and  in  later  years,  in  addition,  was  engaged  in  the 
lumbering  business.  Mr.  Mead  was  an  able  and  pro¬ 
gressive  man.  In  his  farming  he  adopted  modern 
methods,  both  in  producing  and  marketing.  He  sup¬ 
plied  milk  and  early  vegetables  to  the  people  of 
Warren  for  many  years,  building  up  a  prosperous 
trade  which  he  continued  through  the  years.  In  his 
other  enterprises  he  was  equally  successful  and  until 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  leader  in  the  life  of 
the  section  in  which  he  lived. 

In  1863  James  Madison  Mead  married  Aurelia 
Josephine  Dunham,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Laura 
(Allen)  Dunham  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Dun¬ 
ham.  Through  her  mother,  she  was  also  the  eighth 
in  descent  from  Samuel  Allen,  an  early  American 
settler.  Mrs.  Mead  was  born  on  August  20,  1844,  at 
Sheffield,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  married  in  that 
town  on  January  1,  1863,  and  thereafter  lived  with 
her  husband  on  the  family  farm  two  miles  west  of 
Warren.  Later  Mr.  Mead  resided  with  his  son,  Ed¬ 
ward,  at  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  where  his  death 
occurred  on  March  27,  1909,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  1.  Edward  Allen,  born  on  January 
29,  1864,  at  Sheffield.  2.  Richard  Dunham,  born  on 
April  22,  1866,  in  Conewango  Township,  near  War¬ 
ren.  3.  James  Clayton,  born  on  September  5,  1867, 
died  on  September  19,  1875.  4-  Laura  Anna  May,  born 
on  March  20,  1869,  in  Conewango  Township.  5.  Daisy 
Alberta,  born  on  May  11,  1871,  in  Conewango  Town¬ 
ship.  6.  Katherine  Lilian,  born  on  August  10,  1873,  in 
Conewango  Township.  7.  Nellie  Aurelia,  born  on 
August  20,  1875,  in  Conewango  Township,  died  on 
March  27,  1913,  at  Pittsburgh.  8.  Harlow  Dunham, 
born  on  January  13,  1880,  in  Conewango  Township. 

Mr.  Mead’s  death  at  the  age  of  seventy,  brought  to 
its  close  a  long  and  honorable  life.  Although  many 
friends  of  earlier  years  had  preceded  him  in  death, 
many  remained  to  mourn  his  loss. 


FRANCIS  THOMAS  NAGORSKI  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1879,  in  the  village  of  Wysin,  West  Prus¬ 
sia,  now  part  of  the  Republic  of  Poland.  His  father 
was  John  von  Nagorski  (died  in  1918)  and  his  mother 
is  Frances  (Klavittier)  Nagorski.  He  attended  the 
elementary  German  school  in  his  native  village  until 


he  was  eleven  years  old.  At  that  time,  1890,  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  the  family 
located  in  the  city  of  Erie.  In  Erie  he  attended  the  St. 
Stanislaus  parish  school,  and  later  studied  at  the 
Polish  Seminary  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  finished 
his  preliminary  education  at  the  Central  High  School 
in  Erie  with  the  class  of  1898.  He  pursued  his  legal 
studies  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  and 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1904. 
while  a  student  at  the  University  of  Michigan  he  was 
president  of  the  Fencers  Club  and  the  Law  Presi¬ 
dents  Club.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1905  at 
Erie  and  practiced  his  profession  here  since.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and 
the  American  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Nagorski  is  active  in  the  business,  educational, 
sociological  and  political  affairs  of  his  community. 
He  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  East 
Side  Building  and  Loan  Association  in  1907,  and  has 
since  acted  as  its  solicitor.  He  was  also  active  in  the 
organization  of  the  Bank  of  Erie  Trust  Company  in 
1917,  and  is  its  vice-president  and  solicitor.  He  was 
the  first  secretary  of  the  St.  John  Kanty  College,  and 
was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
Erie’s  Community  Chest  and  president  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Young  Men’s  Association.  During  the  World 
War  he  served  as  a  four-minute  speaker  and  in  the 
selective  draft  service. 

During  1918-19  he  was  a  member  of  the  Erie  City 
Council  and  director  of  accounts  and  finance  and,  by 
virtue  of  his  office,  vice-mayor.  In  the  primary  elec¬ 
tion  of  1931,  the  Democratic  party  honored  him  with 
a  nomination  for  judge  of  the  Orphans’  Court.  In 
the  election  in  November  of  that  year,  Mr.  Nagorski 
carried  the  city  of  Erie,  but  was  defeated  by  the  Re¬ 
publican  vote  in  the  county  districts.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Park  and  Harbor  Commis¬ 
sion  by  appointment  of  the  City  Council  in  August, 
1932.  In  politics  Mr.  Nagorski  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His 
hobby  is  photography,  particularly  in  natural  colors. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks  and  the  University  Club. 

He  was  married  on  February  8,  1910,  to  Hedwig 
Dymshaw  of  Pittsburgh.  They  have  three  children : 
1.  Francis,  Jr.,  born  April  29,  1911.  2.  Robert,  born 
March  13,  1915.  3.  Hubert,  born  December  17,  1922. 


FRANKLIN  RITTENHOUSE  WOODS  — A 

scion  of  notable  families,  Franklin  Rittenhouse  Woods, 
commissioner  of  Lawrence  County,  by  his  sterling 
career  as  a  public  official  and  activities  as  an  engineer, 
has  been  of  inestimable  value  to  his  community.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Dr.  John  Witherspoon, 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  is  directly  descended  on  his  maternal  side  from 
Benjamin  Rittenhouse,  head  of  a  family  whose  names 
are  written  large  in  the  annals  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  born  in  Bucks  County,  August  15,  1867,  son  of 
Rev.  Alexander  M.  and  Mary  Davidson  Rittenhouse 
Woods,  the  former  a  clergyman,  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

Franklin  R.  Woods,  after  attending  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  Mahanoy  City,  Schuylkill  County, 
matriculated  at  Lafayette  College  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1891  with  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer. 
From  1891  to  1896  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  connection  with  the  Ontario  and  West¬ 
ern  Railroad,  and  from  1897  to  1910  was  engineer  and 
superintendent  of  construction  with  the  Carnegie  Steel 
company,  at  its  New  Castle  plant.  Mr.  Woods,  after 
nearly  two  decades  of  successful  achievements  as  an 
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engineer  in  the  employment  of  large  industrial  and 
transportation  corporations,  resigned  to  form  a  part¬ 
nership  known  as  the  Woods  and  Golder  Construc¬ 
tion  Company,  with  headquarters  in  New  Castle,  Law¬ 
rence  County.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1925,  and  Mr.  Woods  established  himself  independ¬ 
ently  as  consulting  engineer.  As  is  the  custom  of  the 
members  of  this  distinguished  profession,  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  constructively  to  the  development  of  the 
region  in  which  he  has  practiced,  has  always  been 
the  forward-looking  worker,  gifted  with  imagination, 
vision  and  the  ability  to  make  what  he  foresees  come 
into  being.  Among  his  colleagues  he  holds  high  rank, 
and  the  character  of  his  clientele  speaks  volumes 
concerning  his  ability  and  personality. 

Mr.  Woods  takes  a  keen  interest  in  civic  affairs, 
although  caring  little  about  politics  and  political  par¬ 
ties.  He  ran  as  an  independent  for  the  office  of 
county  commissioner,  and  was  elected  in  November, 
1931,  to  that  office  in  Lawrence  County,  the  first  time 
such  an  honor  was  ever  given  to  an  independent  can¬ 
didate.  For  once  the  electorate  preferred  to  have 
one  serving  their  interests  who  was  fitted  by  ability 
and  character  to  do  what  was  required  rather  than  by 
party  affiliations.  Mr.  Woods  was  installed  in  office 
in  January,  1932,  for  a  term  of  four  years.  For 
eleven  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  county  viewing 
board,  having  been  appointed  by  Judge  William  Por¬ 
ter.  Fraternally  Mr.  Woods  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
of  the  Craft,  No.  433,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a  com¬ 
municant  and  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

^  Franklin  Rittenhouse  Woods  married,  at  Mahanoy 
City,  Mary  Stella  Woolcock. 


SIMON  PERKINS — In  the  annals  of  Sharon, 
Mercer  County,  the  name  of  Simon  Perkins  is  writ 
large.  He  came  to  the  town  when  a  young  man  and 
when  Sharon  did  not  have  one-tenth  of  its  present 
population.  He  identified  himself  with  the  business, 
finance,  and  society  of  the  place  and  contributed 
very  genuinely  to  the  development  of  the  city,  and 
the  welfare  of  its  citizens.  He  was  banker,  manu¬ 
facturer  and  leader  in  civic  enterprises.  His  death, 
in  1911,  was  mourned  as  the  passing  of  one  of  the 
great  citizens  of  Sharon,  the  friend  of  many,  a  man 
above  reproach,  who  held  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Western  Reserve,  of  Ohio,  who  were 
foremost  in  the  settlement  and  growth  of  that  sec¬ 
tion.  His  father  was  Simon  Perkins,  Sr.,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  who  was  one  of  the  builders  and  president  of 
the  Atlantic  and  Western  Railroad,  one  of  the  first 
of  the  railroads  which  girded  Ohio  in  the  early  days, 
whose  lines  are  now  parts  of  the  remarkable  sys¬ 
tem  of  transportation  which  are  a  characteristic  of 
the  Middle-West. 

The  Simon  Perkins,  of  whom  this  is  a  review, 
was  the  seventh  in  succession  bearing  that  name.  He 
was  born  in  1839  and  grew  up  in  Akron,  Ohio,  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  Like  many 
another  youth  of  that  date  he  very  early  set  out  to 
make  his  fortune,  going  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  learn 
the  banking  business.  He  progressed  rapidly,  and 
coming  to  Sharon  in  his  early  ’twenties,  started  a 
private  banking  business  under  the  name  of  Porter 
and  Perkins.  The  Civil  War  was  the  occasion  of 
the  founding  of  the  National  Bank  system  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  was  to  the  First  National  Bank 


of  Sharon,  in  1870,  that  Mr.  Perkins  sold  his  busi¬ 
ness.  He  then  went  to  Middlesex,  and  was  the  suc¬ 
cessful  operator  of  a  blast  furnace  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  also  held  an  interest  in  the  Mable  Fur¬ 
nace  at  Sharpsville,  which  eventually  he  sold  to  the 
Shenango  Furnace  Company  of  Pittsburgh.  For 
many  years  he  was  president  of  the  Sharon  Rail¬ 
road,  now  under  lease  to  the  Erie  System.  He  was 
a  director  of  the  New  York,  Pittsburgh  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  one  of  the  pioneer  long  distance  lines  of 
the  Middle-West.  During  the  later  years  of  his 
business  career,  his  banking  interests  were  confined 
to  the  Sharon  Savings  and  Trust  Company,  of  which 
he  was  a  director  until  his  death  in  1911. 

Business  made  up  but  a  part  of  Mr.  Perkins’  activ¬ 
ities.  He  was  always  interested  in  civic  enterprises, 
and  was  foremost  in  the  support  of  any  worthy  proj¬ 
ect  which  made  for  the  betterment  of  Sharon.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  and  president  of  the  Christian  H.  Buhl  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  entertained  Governor  Hastings  at  the  time 
the  institution  was  dedicated.  He  was  also  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Oakwood  Cemetery  Association.  His 
religious  affiliations  were  with  St.  John’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  was 
prominent  as  a  member  of  the  vestry  and  in  its 
philanthropies  and  welfare  movements.  Politically, 
he  was  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a  former  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention.  Mr. 
Perkins  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  a  member 
of  an  Ohio  regiment  of  volunteers.  He  served  on 
many  battle  fronts,  and  was  among  the  first  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  was  a  very  active  member  of  the 
Sharon  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Simon  Perkins  married  Laura  P.  Norton,  and  upon 
his  death,  May  27,  1911,  he  was  survived  by  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Attorney  Frederick  Curtis 
Perkins,  Alfred  Norton  Perkins,  Mrs.  George  L. 
Collard,  and  Miss  Grace  Perkins. 


ROBERT  GIBSON  C AM  PB ELL— Mercer 
County  has  been  fortunate  in  the  men  who  serve  it 
in  official  capacity,  many  of  whom  are  of  local  birth 
and  have  made  it  the  scene  of  the  most  of  their  ca¬ 
reers.  Robert  Gibson  Campbell,  the  able  and  popular 
county  recorder,  is  a  native  of  Mercer,  Mercer 
County,  born  May  23,  1897,  son  of  the  late  Hon. 
James  M.  and  Mrs.  Bertha  (White)  Campbell. 
James  M.  Campbell  will  long  be  remembered  as  one 
of  the  county’s  outstanding  figures  in  Pennsylvania 
State  Republican  politics  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  a  very  able  lawyer,  serving  two  terms  as 
the  district  attorney  of  Mercer  County,  and  was  also 
the  State  Senator  from  this  district  for  two  terms. 
In  the  Legislature  he  was  a  progressive  and  con¬ 
structive  force,  promoting  some  of  the  most  valuable 
legislation  of  that  time.  His  father,  the  grandfather 
of  the  man  whose  name  heads  this  review,  was  Cap¬ 
tain  R.  I.  Campbell,  whose  rank  was  won  as  the 
leader  of  the  57th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  during 
the  Civil  War.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Robert 
Gibson  Campbell  was  J.  G.  White,  whose  works  as 
local  historian  are  still  authorative  and  comprehen¬ 
sive. 

Mr.  Campbell,  after  being  graduated  from  the 
grade  and  high  schools  of  Mercer,  attended  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College.  He  went  straight  from  this 
institution  into  the  Farrell,  Pennsylvania,  plant  of 
the  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  and  was  associated 
with  this  great  corporation  for  fifteen  years.  He 
served  in  various  capacities  and  was  promoted  to  a 
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succession  of  posts,  rounding  out  a  career  at  once 
successful  and  extensive.  On  November  3,  1931,  Mr. 
Campbell  was  elected  recorder  of  Mercer  County, 
and  was  installed  in  office  January  4,  1932,  to  serve 
a  term  of  four  years.  While  a  Republican  in  his 
political  allegiance  and  active  in  the  councils  and 
campaigns  of  his  party,  he  had  never  before  run  for 
public  office,  his  present  being  the  first.  Business 
and  politics  have  made  up  but  two  phases  of  Mr. 
Campbell’s  life  and  interests.  Fraternally,  he  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  Mercer  Lodge,  No.  575,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory, 
Scottish  Rite;  and  with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  also  of  the  Sharon  Post  No.  299,  American 
Legion.  In  1918  Mr.  Campbell  joined  the  United 
States  Air  Service  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  went 
in  for  training  for  any  eventuality  of  the  World 
War  conflict.  He  was  kept  at  the  field  until  some 
time  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  before  re¬ 
ceiving  his  honorable  discharge. 

At  Erie,  on  April  5,  1919,  Robert  Gibson  Camp¬ 
bell  married  Kathryn  Meehan,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  son,  James  M.,  now  (1932)  a  student  in 
the  local  high  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  reside 
at  No.  70  South  Meyers  Street,  Sharon. 


SAMUEL  WESLEY  McCUEN— Business  and 
industrial  life  furnished  to  Samuel  Wesley  McCuen 
ample  opportunity  for  helpful  participation  in  the 
affairs  of  his  native  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  engaged  from  time  to  time  in  different  types 
of  enterprise.  His  was  a  career  that  readily  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  to  whom 
it  was  distinctly  useful  and  worth  while;  and  his  con¬ 
tributions  to  Pennsylvania  and  Pennsylvanians  were, 
indeed,  many.  Organizations  benefited  from  his 
labors,  as  did  individuals  in  varying  walks  of  life. 
But,  aside  from  being  a  talented  executive  and  a 
man  of  unusual  business  acumen,  he  was  one  who 
readily  earned  the  affection  of  his  compeers,  who 
was  loved  for  his  kindliness  and  generosity  of  spirit, 
and  was  honored  for  his  devotion  to  the  highest 
ideals  and  principles.  His  career  was  useful,  his  life 
was  beautifully  lived,  and  his  death  was  a  cause  of 
widespread  and  sincere  sorrow. 

Mr.  McCuen  was  born  on  November  26,  1855,  in 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Armstrong)  McCuen  and  a  descendant  of 
old  and  honorable  families.  His  father  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  oil  producers  of  the  Pennsylvania  fields, 
and  was,  in  his  day,  a  highly  esteemed  citizen.  The 
family  came  to  Oil  City  to  live  in  1865,  and  here 
the  father  became  a  leading  merchant.  Samuel  Wes¬ 
ley  McCuen,  whose  name  heads  this  review,  was, 
therefore,  from  early  boyhood,  a  resident  of  Oil  City. 
Here  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  began  his 
business  career.  He  was  engaged,  first  of  all,  in  a 
general  mercantile  establishment.  As  a  very  young 
man,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  late  Captain 
Thomas  R.  Cowell,  one  of  the  best-known  merchant 
tailors  in  the  city  in  the  early  ’seventies.  Becoming 
an  expert  in  the  business,  he  continued  with  Mr. 
Cowell  for  about  twenty  years,  then  entering  into  a 
partnership  with  Jacob  Simon  under  the  firm  name 
of  McCuen  and  Simon,  and  setting  up  business  head¬ 
quarters  in  Seneca  Street.  Upon  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Simon,  Mr.  McCuen  entered  the  business  for 
himself,  operating  the  store  as  that  of  McCuen  and 
Company  until  the  dissolution  of  the  company  in 
1910. 


For  several  years,  Mr.  McCuen  held  the  office  of 
general  manager  of  the  Alum  Rock  Gas  Company, 
afterward  being  made  an  official  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Serving  as  treasurer,  he  handled  its  financial 
affairs  with  the  same  effectiveness  that  had  character¬ 
ized  his  activities  as  general  manager.  Indeed,  into 
all  his  work,  he  put  the  full  measure  of  his  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  his  greatest  energies,  exerting  thereby  an 
important  influence  upon  different  organizations  and 
institutions  in  his  community  and  State.  Retiring 
from  his  active  business  endeavors  a  number  of  years 
before  his  death,  he  removed  then  to  Philadelphia, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  the  suburb  of  Overbrook. 

Quite  aside  from  his  labors  in  the  commercial  and 
industrial  world,  Mr.  McCuen  was  a  leader  in  civic 
and  social  projects  of  note.  He  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  its  policies  and  principles; 
and  his  church  was  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal.  His 
labors  also  extended  into  military  life;  for  he  was  an 
adjutant  with  the  rank  of  captain  on  the  staff  of 
Colonel  Selden  in  the  21st  Regiment  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  Fraternal  orders  also  enlisted 
the  interests  of  Mr.  McCuen,  who  was  a  member  of 
both  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His 
church  duties,  it  might  be  noted,  included  those  of  the 
office  of  vestryman,  which  he  held  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  his  manifold  activities,  Mr.  McCuen  proved 
his  strong  public  spirit  and  his  devotion  to  the  finest 
of  principles  in  civic  life  and  in  private  human  rela¬ 
tionships.  The  influence  that  he  exerted  was  one  for 
good,  and  one  that  continues  to  have  power.  He  was 
chiefly  devoted,  however,  to  home  and  family,  here 
finding  a  center  of  inspiration  and  joy  that  radiated 
into  every  branch  and  department  of  his  life. 

Samuel  Wesley  McCuen  married,  on  January  7, 
1890,  at  Columbia,  Pennsylvania,  Jean  M.  Kauffman, 
daughter  of  Christian  S.  and  Jean  (Stricklar)  Kauff¬ 
man.  Mrs.  McCuen’s  father  was  an  iron  manufac¬ 
turer  and  an  owner  of  rolling  mills  and  furnaces. 
He  was  a  former  State  Senator  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  his  father,  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  was  colonel  on 
the  staff  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania'.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCuen  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Donald  Lee  McCuen  and  Sarah  Virginia  McCuen. 
Mrs.  McCuen  also  has  three  grandchildren. 

The  death  of  Samuel  Wesley  McCuen  occurred 
on  December  12,  1925;  and  he  was  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  now  lives  in  Oil  City,  and  his  son  and 
daughter,  both  of  Philadelphia1.  The  passing  of  S. 
W.  McCuen  was  productive  of  widespread  sorrow 
and  bereavement  among  his  fellowmen  in  Oil  City 
and  wherever  he  was  known,  especially  in  this  State, 
which  had  so  benefited  from  his  achievements.  His 
memory  will  live  on,  a  source  of  satisfaction  and 
encouragement  to  others  in  future  years. 


WILLIAM  McELWEE,  JR.— Few  men  become 
so  fully  identified  with  all  the  phases  of  activity  in 
their  home  town  as  has  William  McElwee,  Jr.,  of 
New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  known  and  esteemed  attorneys-at-law,  a 
public  official  of  many  years  service — a s  this  is 
written,  he  is  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature— 
and  in  professional  and  social  life  plays  a  promi¬ 
nent  role.  A  native  of  Union  Township,  Lawrence 
County,  he  was  born  August  16,  1874,  a  son  of 
William  and  Emeline  (Cooper)  McElwee.  Both  are 
now  deceased.  The  McElwee  family  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Union  Township,  and  the  ancestry 
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of  the  Coopers  reaches  back  into  Colonial  times. 
William  McElwee,  Sr.,  ran  a  farm  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  and  was  outstanding  in  his  district 
for  his  progressive  services  in  the  community.  He 
was  a  school  director  and  supervisor  of  the  town¬ 
ship. 

William  McElwee,  Jr.,  was  brought  up  on  a  farm 
and  laid  there  the  foundations  of  qualities  which  have 
served  him  so  well  in  his  later  career.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  of  the  township,  and  the  higher 
schools  of  New  Wilmington.  Graduated  from  West¬ 
minster  College,  in  1897,  he  taught  school  at  Dry 
Run,  Franklin  County;  Eau  Clair,  Butler  County; 
and  at  Amity  College,  College  Springs,  Iowa.  Teach¬ 
ing  was  not,  however,  the  profession  he  intended 
to  make  his  vocation.  Over  a  period  of  years  he  had 
read  law,  and  studied  under  the  preceptorship  of  the 
late  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Esq.,  and  the  late  Judge  W. 
D.  Wallace.  Admitted  to  the  Lawrence  County  bar 
on  September  4,  1905,  he  immediately  continued  his 
association  with  Judge  Wallace,  whose  partner  he 
was  for  ten  years.  Mr.  McElwee  while  carrying  on 
a  general  practice  of  law  in  New  Castle,  is  naturally 
somewhat  of  a  specialist,  and  is  particularly  highly 
rated  by  his  colleagues  for  his  knowledge  of  munici¬ 
pal  law.  For  many  years  he  has  been  the  solicitor 
for  New  Wilmington  Borough,  Bessemer  Borough, 
Enon  Valley  Borough,  Hickory  Township,  Shenango 
Township  school  district,  and  Little  Braner  Town¬ 
ship  school  district.  He  is  also  a  director  and  solici¬ 
tor  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Wilming¬ 
ton  and  solicitor  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Volant,  all  of  the  above  mentioned  places  being  in 
Lawrence  County.  From  before  the  time  that  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  county,  Mr.  McElwee 
was  actively  interested  in  politics  as  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican.  Although  popular  in  the  councils  and  cam¬ 
paigns  of  his  party,  he  did  not  have  any  desire  for 
political  preferment,  and  when  elected  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Legislature  it  was  his  first  important 
office  that  is  the  gift  of  the  electorate.  In  1932,  he 
was  renominated  without  opposition  to  serve  a  sec¬ 
ond  term.  Mr.  McElwee  was  treasurer  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  County  Commissioners  and  Solicitors 
Association  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  He  is  a 
past  president  and  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  New  Wilmington  Rotary  Club.  A  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Wilming¬ 
ton,  for  twenty-three  years  he  has  been  clerk  of  the 
Session,  and  for  almost  as  long  has  been  teaching 
the  men’s  Bible  class  in  the  Sabbath  school. 

At  New  Wilmington,  September  28,  1905,  William 
McElwee,  Jr.,  married  Cora  B.  Marshall,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mareline,  now  resid¬ 
ing  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McElwee,  Jr., 
reside  in  New  Wilmington,  although  his  offices  are 
in  New  Castle. 


JAMES  M.  STEWART — From  the  time  that  the 
first  representative  of  the  Stewart  family  came  to 
this  country,  they  played  leading  roles  in  the  dramas 
of  the  development  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  lived.  James  M.  Stewart,  of  Indiana,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  a  worthy  scion  from  a  worthy  branch. 
His  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Antrim,  Ireland, 
who  settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  1790.  James  M.  Stew¬ 
art  was  born  March  24,  1839,  the  tenth  child  of  John 
Kerr  and  Elizabeth  (Armstrong)  Stewart,  and  he 
was  educated  in  the  school  of  his  district  and  at  Day- 
ton  Academy  and  Westminster  College.  He  then 
taught  school  for  several  years. 


The  Civil  War  interrupted  and  changed  the  careers 
of  many  of  the  young  men  of  that  day,  and  James 
M.  Stewart  was  no  exception.  He  enlisted  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1864,  in  the  Signal  Corps  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  after  training  was  sent  to  Cumberland, 
Maryland,  in  connection  with  a  raid  instituted  by 
General  Hunter  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek, 
Five  Forks,  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  the  operations  about 
Richmond.  He  was  promoted  from  private  to  ser¬ 
geant  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war  with  the 
surrender  of  General  Lee.  Mr.  Stewart’s  graphic, 
but  modest  accounts  of  his  military  life  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  interesting  and  informative.  At  Winchester  the 
battle  was  lost  in  the  morning  and  won  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  when  Sheridan  rallied  the  retreating  soldiers. 
He  was  with  the  army  when  Lincoln  visited  its 
camp  at  City  Point,  and  saw  and  knew  the  great 
President.  He  was  immediately  attached  to  the 
forces  of  General  Custer,  of  Civil  War  and  Indian 
fame,  and  shared  in  his  remarkable  victories.  James 
M.  Stewart  was  a  soldier,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that, 
born  in  the  days  of  the  Mexican  War,  he  lived 
through  all  the  great  wars  of  the  Republic  including 
the  last  World  War,  and  was  active  in  his  own 
organization,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
in  the  promotion  of  the  Spanish-American  War  and 
the  World  War  organizations. 

He  was  also  a  good  business  man  when  conditions 
were  of  the  kind  which  tested  the  courage  and  stabil¬ 
ity  of  the  leader  in  commerce.  After  the  war  he 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brother,  A.  M.  Stewart, 
then  the  sole  owner  of  the  “Big  Warehouse”  in 
Indiana.  After  a  few  years  he  was  admitted  to  the 
firm  as  a  partner  under  the  title  of  A.  M.  Stewart 
and  Company,  and  some  years  later  bought  his 
brother’s  interest  in  the  concern.  The  business  con¬ 
tinued  as  J.  M.  Stewart  and  Company,  and  in  1921 
when  he  retired  from  the  company,  as  far  as  active 
partnership  was  concerned,  he  remained  as  a  valu¬ 
able  adviser  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  long  years 
of  business  activity  had  brought  him  a  legion  of 
friends.  Everybody  trusted  him,  for  he  had  never 
failed  in  his  word  or  promises.  In  business  his 
slogan  was  “Be  Square,”  make  the  sales  large  and 
the  profits  small.  He  was  a  sort  of  connecting  link 
between  the  remarkable  past  with  the  more  remark¬ 
able  present.  He  lived  in  the  days  when  life  was 
simple  and  money  scarce;  a  thousand  dollars  was  a 
great  possession.  There  were  neither  railways,  tele¬ 
phones  or  telegraph,  and  even  the  canals  and  turn¬ 
pikes  were  very  few.  Gold  was  discovered  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  while  he  was  a  boy,  and  oil  found  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  when  he  was  a  young  man.  Gifted  with  a 
remarkable  memory  it  was  an  entertainment  and  an 
education  to  hear  him  relate  his  memories  extend¬ 
ing  back  to  the  days  of  the  homespun  and  the  log 
school  house. 

In  Indiana  Mr.  Stewart  was  an  important  citizen. 
Civic-minded  he  promoted  the  progress  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  town,  and  helped  in  any  movement 
which  made  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
people.  Generous  to  a  fault,  he  gave  of  his  means 
and  his  time,  but  without  ostentation  or  the  desire 
for  publicity.  His  religion  was  genuine  and  ear¬ 
nest;  as  a  member  of  the  Second  LTnited  Presbyterian 
Church,  he  was  foremost  in  its  religious  activities. 
His  death  on  March  16,  1932,  when  only  seven  years 
less  than  a  hundred  years  old,  was  the  cause  of  uni¬ 
versal  mourning  among  his  many  friends  and  the 
inner  circle  of  family  and  relatives.  Indiana  had  lost 
one  of  its  best  and  representative  citizens. 
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Mr.  Stewart  was  survived  by  his  widow,  the  former 
Marian  Ferguson,  and  two  sons  by  an  earlier  mar¬ 
riage,  Alexander  M.  Stewart,  active  head  of  J.  M. 
Stewart  and  Company,  and  Ernest  Stewart.  There 
are  also  six  grandchildren:  James  M.  Stewart,  edu¬ 
cated  at  Princeton  University;  Mary  Wilson  Stew¬ 
art,  educated  at  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology; 
Virginia  Stewart,  now  at  Vassar  College;  Emma 
Stewart,  a  teacher  in  Connellsville;  John  D.  Stew¬ 
art,  a  student  at  Exeter  Academy  and  Ernest  Stew¬ 
art,  Jr.,  now  at  home  at  Indiana. 


GEORGE  THOMAS  BUCHANAN — A  promi¬ 
nent  business  man  and  industrial  executive  of  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  place  he  was  for  many  years 
a  resident,  George  Thomas  Buchanan  had  a  wide  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends  throughout  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
growing  out  of  his  position  as  District  Governor  of 
the  Rotary  International.  For  the  last  ten  years  of 
his  life  he  traveled  extensively,  both  in  this  country 
and  abroad,  and  in  his  official  capacity  in  the  Rotary, 
came  into  intimate  contact  with  business  and  profes¬ 
sional  men  in  fifty-six  towns  and  cities  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and 
it  was  said  of  him  that  he  combined  the  rugged,  blunt 
honesty  and  integrity  of  the  Scotch  with  the  quiet, 
shrewd  wit  of  the  Irish.  He  was  born  in  Cherryhill 
Township,  Pennsylvania,  June  27,  1867,  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  L.  and  Mary  M.  (Widdowson)  Buchanan. 

After  graduating  from  the  Indiana  High  School, 
Mr.  Buchanan  attended  the  Indiana  State  Teachers 
College,  and  when  his  school  days  were  over  taught 
for  two  years  in  the  county  schools.  Although  a 
student  and  one  of  the  best  informed  men  of  his 
coterie,  his  natural  flair  was  for  business,  and  he  soon 
branched  out  as  a  merchant  in  association  with  his 
father  at  Dixonville.  In  1890  he  had  his  own  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Johnstown,  just  then  getting  over  the  de¬ 
struction  wrought  by  the  great  flood  of  the  previous 
year.  Five  years  later  he  was  associated  with  the 
Francis  H.  Leggett  Company  of  New  York,  whole¬ 
sale  grocers,  and  continued  in  this  post  for  ten  years. 
In  1905  Mr.  Buchanan  became  the  half-owner  of  a 
wholesale  grocery  business  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
then  known  as  Mabon,  Bennett  and  Company,  but 
which  became  thereafter  Buchanan  and  Bennett.  In 
1909  he  became  the  sole  owner  of  this  establishment, 
which  he  ran  under  his  own  name.  Natural  gifts, 
experience  and  knowledge  of  merchandising  in  all  its 
phases  contributed  to  the  substantial  success  of  Mr. 
Buchanan  along  mercantile  lines.  He  was  also  inter¬ 
ested  financially  and  in  person  in  various  other  enter¬ 
prises.  In  1927  he  was  chosen  president  of  the 
Indiana  Textile  Mills,  an  office  which  he  resigned  two 
years  later  because  of  ill  health.  He  was  a  director 
of  the  Indiana  Savings  and  Trust  Company,  and  con¬ 
nected  with  several  of  the  industries  of  the  munici¬ 
pality. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  always  one  who  identified  him¬ 
self  with  the  social,  civic,  fraternal  and  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  place  in  which  he  made  his  home.  While 
in  Indiana  he  was  fraternally  affiliated  with  Indiana 
Lodge,  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  William 
L.  Buchanan  Camp,  No.  177,  Sons  of  Union  Veterans 
(this  camp  being  named  in  honor  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s 
father,  who  as  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  a 
member  of  Company  A.  61  st  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers)  ;  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  was 
at  one  time  a  director;  Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  was 
a  charter  member,  its  second  president  and  in  1926 
governor  of  the  thirty-third  district,  Rotary  Inter¬ 


national  ;  Indiana  Country  Qub ;  Cosmopolitan  Club ; 
United  Commercial  Travelers;  and  Ingleside  Literary 
Club.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  for  a  number  of  years  taught  the  Leech 
men’s  Bible  class.  A  director  of  the  Indiana  County 
Memorial  Hospital,  he  was  actively  interested  in  the 
direction  of  that  rapidly  growing  institution.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  a  director,  being 
one  of  the  committee  of  local  men  who  helped  with 
the  erection  of  the  present  building. 

Mr.  Buchanan  married  Jennie  Davison,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Edith,  married 
C.  Gilbert  Wolfenden,  who  is  now  head  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  It  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  George 
T.  Buchanan  Company.  They  have  three  children : 
i.  C.  Gilbert,  Jr.,  born  August  27,  1921.  ii.  George 
Buchanan,  born  June  9,  1925.  iii.  Richard  James, 
born  August  2,  1930.  2.  William  Paul,  an  only  son, 
who  died  July  30,  1919,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three. 

George  Thomas  Buchanan  died  on  August  9,  1931, 
after  a  long  illness.  From  the  tributes  paid  his  mem¬ 
ory  a  brief  paragraph  may  be  quoted : 

Provident  upon  all  occasions  when  he  believed  an 
imposition  on  his  good  nature  was  intended  or  implied, 
generous  to  a  fault  in  giving  of  his  means  to  private 
and  public  causes  in  which  he  was  interested,  George 
T.  Buchanan’s  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  fair 
actions,  exemplified  traits  of  character  that  were  upper¬ 
most  in  the  thoughts  of  boyhood  training  and  mature 
development.  Sincere  in  his  affections  for  his  family, 
devoted  to  religious  and  civic  endeavors,  which  placed 
him  in  the  category  of  successful  and  substantial  cit¬ 
izens  and  withal  the  possessor  of  a  bright  and  forceful 
geniality,  comprised  with  keen  business  ability  and 
integrity,  the  deceased  earned  and  kept  a  position  in 
the  community  which  only  comes  as  a  heritage  to  those 
who  honestly  seek  those  virtues. 


REV.  CARL  HERMON  DUDLEY,  A.  B.,  A. 

M.,  B.  D.,  S.  T.  D. — Ever  since  the  ministerial  pro¬ 
fession  won  him  to  its  service,  Rev.  Carl  Hermon 
Dudley,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  B.  D.,  S.  T.  D.,  has  been 
achieving  advancement  in  the  councils  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  denomination.  He  has  held  offices  in  synod, 
has  been  a  leader  in  missionary  enterprises,  and  has 
served  four  times  as  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  which  is  the  national  convention  of  the  church 
body.  Dr.  Dudley  is  minister  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  at  Coudersport  and  president  of  the 
Potter  County  Historical  Society. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  this  family  of  Dudley 
were  pioneers  in  New  England  between  1630  and 
1640.  William  Dudley  married  Deborah  Knapp;  both 
are  now  deceased ;  they  were  the  parents  of  Carl 
Hermon,  and  both  descendants  of  revolutionary  sol¬ 
diers. 

Carl  Hermon  Dudley,  son  of  William  and  Deborah 
(Knapp)  Dudley,  was  born  in  Augusta,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  March  9,  1870.  After  attending 
private  schools  and  preparation  for  higher  courses, 
he  entered  Hamilton  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1892  with  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
and  in  1895  received  his  Master’s  degree.  For  the 
ensuing  two  years  he  was  an  instructor  at  his  alma 
mater.  He  followed  with  courses  at  the  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  and  Auburn  Theological  Seminary. 
At  Columbia  University  he  did  post-graduate  work 
in  sociology.  In  1914  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  in  1916  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Sacred  Theology  from  Temple  University. 

Dr.  Dudley  began  his  active  ministerial  career  at 
Port  Allegany  in  McKeen  County,  where  he  served 
the  Presbyterian  Church  for  nine  years.  Thence  he 
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went  to  Silver  Creek,  New  York,  where  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  for  seventeen  years.  While  minister  at  Silver 
Creek,  he  was  moderator  of  the  Buffalo  (New  York) 
Presbytery,  served  as  chairman  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  and  participated  actively  in  the  committee  of 
the  Synod’s  Home  Mission.  As  a  representative  to 
the  General  Assembly,  to  which  he  was  sent  as  a 
delegate,  he  aided  in  furthering  the  affairs  of  this 
great  body  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States.  It  was  in  1926  that  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Coud- 
ersport,  where  he  has  since  had  the  spiritual  oversight. 

Besides  filling  the  presidency  of  the  Potter  County 
Historical  Society,  Dr.  Dudley  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Coudersport  Free  Library  and  a  member  and  past 
president  of  the  Coudersport  Rotary  Club.  In  1928 
he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  International  Rotary. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Coudersport  Lodge,  No.  342,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  the  chaplain, 
and  with  Coudersport  Consistory"  of  the  Scottish  Rite. 
In  politics  he  is  aligned  with  the  Republican  party. 

Dr.  Dudley  married,  June  22,  1898,  at  Vernon,  New 
York,  Louise  Jenkins,  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Alice 
Jenkins.  They  have  three  children:  1.  Harold,  a 
graduate  of  Cornell  University  with  the  degree  of 
Civil  Engineer.  2.  Muriel,  graduated  from  the  Rus¬ 
sell  Sage  College,  Troy,  New  York,  and  a  teacher 
at  Massena,  New  York.  3.  Donaldine,  graduated 
from  Vassar  College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  and  from  Smith  College  with  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Social  Science.  She  is  connected  as  a 
social  worker  with  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland.  Dr.  Dudley  has  his  office  and  he 
and  his  family  their  residence  in  Coudersport,  Potter 
County.  _ 

CHARLES  H.  YOUNG — For  many  years  an 
active  figure  in  the  life  of  Lawrence  County,  Charles 
H.  Young  has  risen  to  a  position  of  recognized  prom¬ 
inence  at  the  local  bar  and  has  served  in  many  public 
offices  of  responsibility  and  trust. 

Mr.  Young  was  born  in  Little  Beaver  Township, 
Lawrence  County,  on  January  16,  1876,  a  son  of 
William  and  Paulina  (Russell)  Young.  His  father, 
now  deceased,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was 
also  active  in  political  affairs,  holding  various  town¬ 
ship  offices.  He  served  during  the  Civil  War  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  when  very  young.  The 
ancestry  of  these  families,  both  paternal  and  mater¬ 
nal,  goes  back  to  Colonial  days.  Both  the  Youngs 
and  the  Russells  were  represented  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  and  in  every  war  since  that  time  with 
the  exception  of  the  Mexican  War.  Both  were 
early  settlers  in  Little  Beaver  Township,  Lawrence 
County,  the  pioneer  in  the  Young  family  being  Wil¬ 
liam  Young,  and  in  the  maternal  line,  Philip  Aughen- 
baugh,  who  settled  in  Little  Beaver  Township  in 
1795  or  1796.  Three  of  his  sons  fought  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

Charles  H.  Young,  of  this  record,  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  county  grade  schools  and 
subsequently  attended  Slippery  Rock  Normal  School. 
For  four  years  he  taught  in  Lawrence  County 
schools,  meanwhile  making  plans  for  his  legal  career. 
Eventually  he  was  able  to  enter  Ohio  Northern  Uni¬ 
versity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Ohio,  but  before  he 
could  really  begin  his  active  practice  the  outbreak  of 
the  Spanish- Ajrnerican  War  brought  him  to  the 
colors.  He  enlisted  and  served  with  Company  B, 
16th  Pennsylvania  Guards,  during  this  period.  After 


the  war,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Lawrence  County 
bar  in  Pennsylvania,  and  resumed  his  professional 
career,  engaging  in  independent  practice.  The  de¬ 
mands  on  his  services  steadily  increased  and  today 
he  has  a  very  large  practice  in  corporation  and 
public  service  work.  Mr.  Young  is  counsel  for  the 
Greyhound  Bus  Company  in  Pennsylvania,  and  for 
other  transportation  companies  throughout  the  State. 
He  is  also  attorney  for  various  townships  and  bor¬ 
oughs.  His  native  ability,  diligence  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  law  have  been  of  great  advantage 
to  his  clients  and  have  served  to  build  his  reputation 
throughout  a  wide  area. 

Mr.  Young  has  also  been  very  active  in  local  and 
State  politics  and  in  civic  affairs.  From  1907  to 
1910  he  was  district  attorney  of  Lawrence  County, 
and  during  that  period  was  successful  in  trying  the 
now  historic  “black  hand’’  case,  in  which  four  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  organization  were  hung.  From  1915  to 
1927,  Mr.  Young  was  attorney  for  the  State  com¬ 
pensation  board,  and  from  July  21,  1927,  to  July  1, 
193 1,  was  a  member  of  the  State  public  service  com¬ 
mission,  meeting  all  duties  of  these  offices  with  com¬ 
mendable  efficiency  and  zeal.  Locally,  he  has  been 
president  of  the  New  Castle  City  School  Board,  and 
was  formerly  chairman  of  the  County  Republican 
Committee. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Young  was  at  the  Officers’  Training  School  at  Camp 
Zachary  Taylor.  Subsequently,  he  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  local  post  of  the  American  Legion, 
and  initiated  the  successful  movement  for  the  $50,- 
000  Legion  home  in  New  Castle.  Mr.  Young  is 
affiliated  with  Mahoning  Lodge,  No.  243,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  order  is  a  member  of 
various  higher  Masonic  bodies,  including  Valley  of 
New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  and  Syria  Temple,  at  Pittsburgh,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  an  elder  of  the  First  Christian  Church 
at  New  Castle. 

On  October  7,  1910,  at  New  Castle,  Charles  H. 
Young  married  May  Brown.  They  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Margaret  L.,  a  graduate  of  Westminster 
College,  where  she  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  now  teaching  in  New  Castle  Junior  High 
School.  2.  Amy  Jean,  also  a  graduate  of  West¬ 
minster  College,  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree. 
3.  Dorothy  May,  now  attending  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege.  4.  Nellie  E.,  attending  grade  school.  The  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  family  is  situated  in  New  Castle  at  No. 
315  East  Wallace  Street.  Mr.  Young’s  offices  in 
this  city  are  in  the  Lawrence  Savings  and  Trust 
Company  Building. 


ROLAND  B.  SIMPSON— Tireless  in  his  efforts 
to  give  Kittanning  a  newspaper  that  should  print  all 
the  news  with  fairness  and  accuracy,  and  at  all  times 
with  an  eye  toward  the  better  things  of  life,  the  late 
Roland  B.  Simpson  budded  well  on  the  foundation 
of  “Simpsons’  Daily  Leader-Times,”  which  had  been 
substantially  laid  by  his  father,  John  Temple  Simp¬ 
son.  As  editor  and  manager  of  this  paper  he  de¬ 
veloped  a  strong  journal  of  news  and  public  opinion. 
As  a  monument  to  his  initiative,  far-sightedness,  and 
ability,  the  “Leader-Times”  is  housed  in  a  new  and 
modernlv  equipped  building,  which  is  an  ornament 
of  the  community. 

According  to  the  family  historian,  the  early  ances¬ 
tors  of  this  family  of  Simpson  belonged  to  the 
strictest  sect  of  the  historical  Covenanters. 
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James  Simpson,  great-grandfather  of  Roland  B., 
settled  on  what  is  now  Nu  Mine,  Cowanshannock 
Township,  Armstrong  County,  in  1806.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  region. 

Joseph  Shearer  Simpson,  son  of  James  Simpson, 
married  Elizabeth  Greenfield.  They  lived  in  a  two- 
story  frame  house  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Central  School,  North  McKean  Street,  which 
adjoins  the  late  residence  of  their  son,  John  Temple 
Simpson,  in  Kittanning.  When  the  Civil  War  came 
on,  the  elder  Simpson  enlisted  and  was  assigned  to 
Thompson’s  Independent  Artillery,  with  which  outfit 
he  went  to  the  front.  Thus  the  care  of  three  daugh¬ 
ters  and  the  young  son,  John  T.,  fell  upon  the  shoul¬ 
ders  of  the  mother.  In  the  spring  of  1865  the  father 
returned  home  with  his  honorable  discharge  from 
the  army  and  suffering  from  wounds  received  in 
action.  He  moved  his  family  to  a  farm  in  South 
Buffalo  Township.  In  the  spring  of  1866  they  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Boney  farm  in  North  Buffalo  Town¬ 
ship. 

John  Temple  Simpson,  only  son  of  Joseph  Shearer 
and  Elizabeth  (Greenfield)  Simpson,  was  born  in  the 
old  family  home  on  North  McKean  Street,  Kittan¬ 
ning,  June  9,  1852.  When  he  was  six  years  of  age, 
the  family  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  making  the  jour¬ 
ney  on  a  passenger  steamboat  down  the  Alleghany 
River.  Because  of  several  changes  made  in  the  fam¬ 
ily’s  place  of  residence  while  in  Pittsburgh,  his  edu¬ 
cation  was  retarded  by  frequent  interruptions  of  at¬ 
tendance  at  school.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was 
sent  to  the  home  of  a  Mr.  McIntosh  in  Cowanshan¬ 
nock  Township,  and  divided  the  summer  of  that  year 
between  there  and  the  home  of  his  grandfather,  James 
Simpson,  in  the  same  neighborhood.  In  the  fall  of 
1862  the  family  returned  to  Kittanning  and  John 
Temple  joined  them  there,  he  being  then  ten  years  of 
age.  At  that  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Rolling  Mill,  first  under  Adam  Bellas,  who 
had  one  of  the  two  heating  furnaces,  and  later  at  the 
guide  rolls  under  the  late  James  McKenna.  The 
work  was  difficult,  but  he  persisted  in  it.  In  the 
winter  of  1865,  the  year  his  father  returned  from  the 
war,  John  Temple  attended  the  Stepp  School  in  South 
Buffalo  Township.  During  the  winter  of  1866,  he 
studied  in  what  was  known  as  the  Brush  Valley 
School,  Craig  Brown,  teacher,  in  North  Buffalo 
Township.  This  completed  his  formal,  or  public 
school,  education. 

On  leaving  school,  he  obtained  employment  in  the 
woolen  mill  at  that  time  in  operation  on  the  site  of 
the  James  McCullough  residence  on  South  Water 
Street,  Kittanning.  In  the  fall  of  1868,  the  day  prior 
to  the  general  election,  he  entered  upon  his  career, 
which  a  kindly  fate  had  destined  was  to  be  his  life- 
work.  Received  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Kittanning  “Republican,”  A.  V.  Henry,  editor  and 
publisher,  he  familiarized  himself  with  the  practical 
side  of  getting  out  a  newspaper.  He  started  as  an 
apprentice,  learned  the  case  and  graduated  as  a  jour¬ 
neyman  printer.  Valued  additions  were  made  to  his 
experience  by  plying  his  craft  in  the  office  of  Colonel 
Samuel  Young’s  “East  Brady  Independent,”  and  in 
the  office  of  the  “Land  and  Law  Adviser,”  and  on  a 
Pittsburgh  Sunday  newspaper. 

When  twenty-three  years  of  age,  John  Temple 
Simpson  returned  to  his  native  town  of  Kittanning, 
driven  by  an  urge  to  be  a  member  of  the  Fourth 
Estate  in  his  own  right.  The  following  year,  on  May 
6,  1876,  he  launched  the  publication  of  “The  Valley 
Times,”  his  equipment  consisting  of  a  small  plant 


purchased  from  James  McCullough,  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  bar  in  Freeport.  At  the  time  there  was  no 
newspaper  being  published  in  Armstrong  County  that 
was  named  after  the  county  seat,  therefore  the  word 
“Valley”  was  eventually  dropped  and  the  word  “Kit¬ 
tanning”  substituted,  forming  the  new  title  of  “The 
Kittanning  Times.” 

The  paper  had  a  small  beginning,  but  under  its  am¬ 
bitious  and  vigorous  young  editor  and  publisher,  it 
soon  took  on  growth  and  became  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  influential  newspapers  in  the  county. 
By  diligent  study  and  close  application,  the  “Times” 
was  developed  by  Mr.  Simpson’s  editorial  ability  to 
be  an  organ  of  public  opinion  which  was  second  to 
none  in  the  vicinity.  He  had  a  real  talent  as  an  editor 
and  possessed  unusual  keenness  and  judgment  in  the 
gathering  of  news  and  in  its  use  in  his  paper.  Among 
publishers  he  attained  the  reputation  of  what  the  pro¬ 
fession  has  been  pleased  to  term  “having  a  nose  for 
news,”  or  a  natural  instinct  which  is  regarded  as  an 
indispensable  qualification  in  a  successful  newspaper 
man. 

Another  milestone  of  progress  in  Kittanning  jour¬ 
nalism  was  reached,  January  10,  1898,  when  the 
“Times”  advanced  from  a  weekly  to  a  daily.  He  was 
not  disturbed  by  the  repeated  failures  of  earlier  at¬ 
tempts  on  the  part  of  others  with  different  papers  to  do 
a  similar  thing.  “The  Daily  Times”  surmounted  the 
difficulties  that  nearly  always  beset  a  newspaper  at 
this  stage  of  its  career,  and  it  settled  into  its  place  as 
a  fixture  in  the  community.  Mr.  Simpson  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  the  “Times”  on  March  15,  1909,  but 
he  was  not  to  abandon  the  field. 

With  his  own  resources  he  began  publishing  “Simp¬ 
sons’  Daily  Leader”  on  May  1,  1909,  and  this  enter¬ 
prise  soon  enjoyed  prosperity.  In  May,  1921,  Mr. 
Simpson,  who  had  brought  into  association  with  him¬ 
self  his  son,  Roland  B.,  acquired  the  “Times”  prop¬ 
erty,  and  that  was  merged  with  “Simpsons’  Daily 
Leader”  under  the  expanded  title  of  “Simpsons’  Daily 
Leader-Times.”  Here  we  quote  from  the  editorial 
tribute  in  the  “Leader-Times”  on  the  occasion  of  the 
founder’s  death : 

From  the  day  he  began  the  printer’s  trade  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  until  the  day  he  was  taken  ill,  a  period  of 
fifty-seven  years,  Mr.  Simpson  engaged  unflaggingly 
and  continuously  in  the  printing  and  newspaper  busi¬ 
ness.  About  fifty-five  years  of  that  period  were  spent 
in  Kittanning  and  his  name  became  synonymous  of  the 
newspaper  business.  He  was  a  tireless  worker,  and 
as  an  editor  he  was  frank,  forceful  and  fearless.  He 
believed  sincerely  that  it  was  a  newspaper’s  bounden 
duty  to  the  public  to  present  all  the  news  printable 
fairly  and  accurately,  without  fear  or  favor,  and  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  challenge  public  opinion  when  he 
believed  it  to  be  wrong.  His  interest  and  attachment 
for  journalism  continued  undiminished  up  to  the  time 
his  last  illness  began  only  a  few  days  ago,  and  the 
further  development  of  the  properties  under  his  super¬ 
vision  was  ever  uppermost  in  his  mind.  He  loved 
newspaper  work  and  never  grew  weary  in  giving  his 
full  support,  with  little  thought  of  self,  to  those  things 
which  he  felt  were  for  the  public  good  and  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  progress  of  the  community.  Largely  as 
a  result  of  his  advocacy  in  the  columns  of  his  papers, 
the  Kittanning-Ford  City  street  car  line  became  a  real¬ 
ity  ;  the  streets  of  the  town  were  paved  ;  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  this  place,  was  organized ;  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Kittanning-Rural  Valley  Road  and  other 
public  projects  were  carried  to  successful  conclusions. 
When  the  residence  suburb  of  Applewold  was  laid  out, 
Mr.  Simpson  was  one  of  those  who  made  the  under¬ 
taking  possible,  through  the  organization  and  incor¬ 
poration  of  the  Applewold  Land  Company. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  elected  coroner  of  Armstrong 
County  in  1888,  and  in  February,  1890,  he  was  the 
choice  of  the  voters  of  Kittanning  for  justice  of  the 
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peace  in  this  town.  He  was  a  Past  Regent  of  Kit¬ 
tanning  Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  a  district 
deputy  of  the  Knights  of  Honor ;  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  and  a  Past  Archon  of  the  Order  of  Heptasophs, 
and  a  district  deputy  of  the  Order  of  United  Ameri¬ 
can  Mechanics.  In  1887  he  was  the  representative  of 
District  No.  2,  Knights  of  Labor,  to  the  State  conven¬ 
tion  of  that  organization.  During  1883  he  served  as 
the  secretary  of  the  Fair  Association,  whose  grounds 
were  situated  in  the  area  lying  immediately  above 
what  is  now  North  Avenue.  When  John  T.  Craw¬ 
ford  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  was  constituted  in 
Kittanning,  he  became  one  of  the  charter  members 
and  retained  his  membership  therein  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  of  the  John  Orr  Bible  class  in  the 
Sunday  school  of  that  church. 

John  Temple  Simpson  married,  December  25,  1877, 
Jennie  M.  Williams.  Mrs.  Simpson  passed  away, 
January  22,  1906.  By  their  marriage  there  were  two 
sons:  1.  Harry  T.  2.  Roland  B.,  of  whom  see  further. 

On  Sunday,  August  1,  1920,  seemingly  in  the  best 
of  health,  Mr.  Simpson  went  to  spend  the  day  among 
the  scenes  of  his  early  boyhood  at  Rural  Valley. 
While  there  he  was  stricken  suddenly  and  seriously 
ill.  He  recovered  sufficiently,  however,  so  that  al¬ 
though  incapacitated  in  walking,  he  could  direct  his 
business  enterprises.  A  sun  parlor  at  his  residence  on 
Grant  Avenue,  Kittanning,  became  a  favorite  meeting 
place  for  friends,  and  there  he  was  accustomed  to  re¬ 
ceive  many  visitors  daily.  His  busy,  active  life,  which 
had  been  so  closely  identified  with  the  growth  and 
progress  of  his  community,  came  to  a  peaceful  close 
on  May  9,  1925,  when  he  was  within  one  month  of  his 
fifty-seventh  birthday.  His  career  truly  reflected 
honor  upon  his  native  town  and  credit  upon  the  news¬ 
paper  profession. 

Roland  B.  Simpson,  younger  son  of  John  Temple 
and  Jennie  M.  (Williams)  Simpson,  was  born  in  Kit¬ 
tanning,  April  16,  1883.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  in  his  native  town,  where  he  was  reared  and 
spent  his  entire  life.  An  excellent  scholar,  he  attained 
a  worth}'-  record  during  his  school  years.  In  his 
student  days  he  was  also  an  athlete  of  unusual  ability 
and  played  football  on  the  “  ’varsity”  team.  Com¬ 
panions  of  those  earlier  years  have  delighted  to  recall 
his  spirit  of  high  sportsmanship  and  sense  of  fair 
play  manifested  in  the  school  athletic  contests. 

Immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  his  formal  educa¬ 
tion,  he  entered  into  association  with  his  father,  edi¬ 
tor  and  publisher  of  the  “Kittanning  Leader.”  This 
was  his  first  actual  taste  of  journalism,  for  which  he 
discovered  he  had  a  natural  liking.  He  went  about  his 
tasks  eagerly  and  with  a  zest  that  showed  he  had 
made  a  wise  choice  of  his  lifework.  His  assistance  to 
his  father  was  of  that  cordial,  filial  and  intelligent 
character  which  proved  of  the  greatest  value  in  serv¬ 
ing  the  ‘‘Leader’s”  readers.  The  elder  and  the  younger 
Simpson  worked  in  complete  harmony  of  policy  which 
has  made  the  paper  such  a  strong,  conservative  and 
influential  organ  all  these  years.  In  May,  1921,  the 
“Kittanning  Times”  was  acquired  by  the  Simpsons 
and  merged  with  the  “Leader”  under  the  more  com¬ 
prehensive  style  of  “Simpsons’  Daily  Leader-Times.” 
During  the  lifetime  of  the  senior  Simpson,  the  son 
Roland  served  as  vice-president  and  general  manager, 
and  in  these  capacities  during  that  period  gave  him¬ 
self  unstintedly  to  the  difficult  task  of  building  a 
newspaper. 


Following  the  death  of  his  father,  May  9,  1925, 
Roland  B.  Simpson,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what 
was  devolving  upon  him,  assumed  the  entire  burden 
of  editing  and  publishing  the  “Leader-Times.”  He 
seemed  a  veritable  mine  of  inexhaustible  energy  as  he 
spent  himself,  often  many  long  hours  a  day,  in  carry¬ 
ing  forward  the  high  tradition  inherited  from  his 
father,  and  at  the  same  time  gradually  adopting  inno¬ 
vations  and  improvements  as  the  trend  of  modern 
journalism  dictated.  He  was  a  stickler  for  getting  as 
much  news  into  the  paper  as  space  would  permit,  and 
he  was  equally  firm  that  nothing  of  a  doubtful  char¬ 
acter  should  find  a  place  in  its  columns.  He  stood  for 
the  element  of  accuracy  at  all  times,  and  the  same 
was  true  of  his  exalted  idea  of  a  clean  newspaper. 
It  was  his  earnest  desire  ever  to  have  the  paper  at 
once  the  champion  and  the  supporter  of  the  better 
things  of  life,  for  which  he  was  himself  an  unequivo¬ 
cal  advocate  in  his  personal  endeavor. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  generously  endowed  with  the 
spirit  of  sympathy  and  understanding  of  his  fellow- 
humans.  His  friendliness  was  genuine  and  never  was 
used  merely  to  boost  his  commercial  activities.  His 
manly  uprightness  of  character  “carried  with  it  a  bot¬ 
tomless  spring  of  humaneness  that  would  not  allow 
any  harmful  or  hurtful  thing  to  creep  into  the  news 
columns  of  his  publications.”  He  had  a  deep  grasp 
of  Kittanning  affairs,  and  a  proved  capacity  for 
fathoming  problems  enabled  him  to  publish  the  news 
of  the  community  with  clarity  and  cleanliness. 

As  a  friend  of  Kittanning,  he  was  sincere  and  en¬ 
during.  It  seemed  that  no  civic  project  could  proceed 
to  successful  completion  without  his  aid.  At  all  times 
the  betterment  of  his  community  appeared  to  be  up¬ 
permost  in  his  mind.  From  long  association  with  the 
publications  of  his  father,  he  came  to  possess  an  inti¬ 
mate  touch  with  the  affairs  of  the  municipality  and 
the  county.  His  foundation  was  well  laid,  dating 
back  to  the  day  when  as  a  newsboy,  at  the  time  the 
“Daily  Times”  was  launched,  he  delivered  the  first 
copy  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Simpson  strove  always  to  carry  on  the  news¬ 
paper  properties  even  as  he  believed  his  father  would 
have  wished.  One  of  his  outstanding  traits  was  this 
beautiful  devotion  to  his  father’s  memory',  and  this 
spirit  ramified  throughout  the  various  departments  of 
the  “Leader-Times.”  It  also  colored  his  ambitions  to 
keep  pace  with  the  approved  advance  of  journalism 
as  to  building,  mechanical  equipment,  etc.  This  was 
remarkably  true  with  respect  to  the  new  home  of 
“Simpsons’  Daily  Leader-Times,”  which  is  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  most  modern  of  small  town  publish¬ 
ing  houses,  equipped  with  the  most  time-saving  and 
wonderful  machinery  known  to  the  craft.  When  it 
was  decided  to  build  a  new  home  for  the  paper,  Mr. 
Simpson  was  actuated  by  sentimental  reasons,  as  he 
was  free  to  admit,  in  the  selection  of  a  site,  and  the 
one  purchased  is  that  on  which  his  birthplace  had 
stood.  Through  a  remarkable  coincidence,  the  plans 
called  for  the  placing  of  his  private  office  on  the  spot 
whereon  the  room  in  which  he  was  born  had  stood. 
These  associations  and  memories  were  tenderly  cher¬ 
ished  and  highly  prized  by  him. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  a  religious  man  and  devout  in 
his  attention  to  matters  of  church  import.  In  his 
younger  years  he  identified  himself  with  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  from  early  boyhood  he  was 
a  worker  in  the  Sunday  school  and  church  circles.  At 
the  time  of  his  passing,  he  was  ruling  elder.  He  had 
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also  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
He  did  a  memorable  work  as  the  head  of  the  Junior 
Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  of  the  church,  and  at 
one  time  he  had  more  than  one  hundred  boys  and 
girls  enrolled  in  this  society,  and  he  taught  and  guided 
them  both  by  precept  and  example. 

His  prominence  in  the  civic  life  of  Kittanning  arose 
in  part  from  his  alertness  in  working  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  community.  He  was  a  member  and 
a  director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  its 
affairs  he  always  had  a  voice  and  played  an  important 
part.  Gifted  with  keen  business  acumen,  his  counsel 
on  positions  to  be  taken  by  the  chamber  was  respected. 
As  a  past  president  of  the  Rotary  Club,  in  his  dealings 
in  the  world  of  business  he  at  all  times  sought  to  be 
true  to  the  principles  of  International  Rotary.  He  was 
an  ideal  Rotarian  both  in  belief  and  practice.  Among 
his  fraternal  affiliations  was  the  Sons  of  Union  Vet¬ 
erans,  of  which  he  was  a  member  by  virtue  of  his 
grandfather  having  fought  in  the  Civil  War. 

Roland  B.  Simpson  married,  November  5,  1925,  at 
Pittsburgh,  Mrs.  Margaret  (Wyant)  Kline,  daughter 
of  Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Wyant  and  Louise  (Gilbert)  Wyant, 
of  Kittanning. 

The  death  of  Roland  B.  Simpson,  which  occurred 
on  May  8,  1930,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  came 
as  a  most  severe  shock  to  his  native  city  and  that 
part  of  newspaperdom  with  which  he  was  connected 
either  in  a  business  way  or  through  acquaintance.  He 
enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  men  of 
Pennsylvania  engaged  in  the  publication  of  news¬ 
papers  in  the  State.  In  the  affairs  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Newspaper  Publishers  Association,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  he  took  an  active  and  influential 
part.  His  memory  as  editor,  publisher,  and  man  of 
affairs  will  long  survive  in  Kittanning,  and  is  pre¬ 
served  in  the  annals  of  the  Fourth  Estate. 


CHARLES  F.  R U G A B E R— Galeton,  Potter 
County,  owes  a  great  deal  of  its  modern  progress  to 
the  life  and  activities  of  Charles  F.  Rugaber,  mer¬ 
chant,  journalist,  and  the  present  postmaster.  He  is  a 
native  of  Westfield,  Tioga  County,  born  April  12, 
1884,  son  of  J.  F.  and  Sophia  (Bauer)  Rugaber.  The 
name  and  family  is  an  old  one  in  Pennsylvania  annals, 
the  paternal  ancestors  being  among  those  who  were 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Germania,  Potter  County.  His 
grandfather  was  a  Civil  War  Veteran  who  served 
during  that  conflict  with  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
His  father,  now  retired,  was  the  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  editor  and  owner  of  the  “Westfield 
Free  Press.” 

Charles  F.  Rugaber  was  educated  in  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  Westfield,  and  started  out  rather  early 
in  life  to  make  a  livelihood.  After  trying  several 
occupations,  he  came  to  Galeton,  in  the  first  year  of 
the  present  century,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
affairs  and  the  fortunes  of  that  place  since  that  time. 
During  the  first  few  years  of  his  residence  in  Gale¬ 
ton,  he  was  interested  in  the  mercantile  business,  from 
which  he  went  to  become  the  assistant  postmaster  of 
the  town.  In  1914  Mr.  Rugaber,  in  partnership  with 
M.  J.  Handwerk,  became  one  of  the  owners  and  the 
editor  of  the  “Galeton  Leader-Dispatch.”  This  is  a 
newspaper  founded  in  1893,  which  had  at  first  the  not 
unusual  experience  of  changing  ownership  frequently 
and  meeting  with  but  little  success.  Under  the  Ruga- 
ber-Handwerk  regime  it  has  established  itself  on  a 
permanent  and  useful  basis.  It  is  published  weekly 
on  Thursday  and  serves  chiefly  the  eastern  part  of 
Potter  County.  Both  by  inheritance  and  experience 


Mr.  Rugaber  is  a  journalist  of  high  order;  it  has  been 
said  of  him  that  he  has  printer’s  ink  flowing  in  his 
veins.  In  1930,  Mr.  Rugaber  was  appointed  post¬ 
master,  and  while  this  is  a  place  of  great  honor  and 
usefulness,  it  is  as  a  newspaperman  that  he  shines 
and  contributes  so  valuably  to  the  advancement  of 
Galeton  and  the  surrounding  territory. 

Mr.  Rugaber  is  interested  in  many  phases  of  human 
activity.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Galeton 
Lodge,  No.  602,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
he  is  a  Past  Master;  he  is  a  Past  High  Priest  of 
Westfield  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  a  member  of 
the  Knights  Templar;  and  the  Valley  of  Coudersport 
Consistory.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  loyal  Republican 
since  before  he  cast  his  first  vote,  and  is  active  and 
influential  in  party  affairs,  both  locally  and  in  the 
county.  He  is  a  former  chief  of  the  Galeton  Fire 
Department  and  a  former  member  of  the  Galeton 
Borough  Council.  Mr.  Rugaber  is  a  director  of  the 
Brookland  Club  and  a  member  of  the  district  council 
of  the  Boy  Scouts.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Charles  F.  Rugaber  married  Jessie  Tice,  daughter 
of  a  pioneer  merchant  of  Galeton,  who  set  up  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rugaber  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Julia,  a  registered  nurse  at  the 
Strong  Memorial  Hospital,  at  Rochester,  New  York. 
2.  Ralph  G,  attending  (1932)  the  Mansfield  State 
Teachers  College. 


THOMAS  MUTTER  ALLISON,  M.  D.— The 

name  Allison  is  well  known  in  northwestern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  where  three  generations  served  their  communi¬ 
ties  in  the  exacting  profession  of  medicine.  Thomas 
Mutter  Allison,  M.  D.,  was  the  second  in  line  in  this 
noteworthy  family,  he  being  a  native  of  Elderton, 
Pennyslvania,  the  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson 
Allison  of  that  place,  and  of  Mary  Margaret  (Mc- 
Fadden)  Allison.  The  name  and  the  family  is  of 
Scotch  origin,  the  grandfather,  Thomas,  being  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Scotland  who  came  to  this  country  more  than 
a  century  and  a  quarter  ago.  The  elder  Thomas  Alli¬ 
son  was  but  fourteen  when  he  settled  in  Washington, 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  mature  life 
he  became  a  minister  of  the  Seceder  Church,  and  rose 
to  be  one  of  the  leading  clergymen  of  that  denomi¬ 
nation.  For  many  years  he  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Mt.  Hope  Church.  He  married  a  Miss  Henderson, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
Dr.  Thomas  Henderson  Allison  was  one.  The  grand¬ 
father  died  in  1840. 

Thomas  Mutter  Allison,  grandson  of  Thomas  Alli¬ 
son,  and  the  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson  Allison 
was  prepared  to  enter  college  by  the  public  schools 
and  Rev.  Obadiah  Miller’s  Academy,  at  West  Newton, 
Westmoreland  County.  He  matriculated  at  Lambeth 
College,  Kittanning,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1869,  holding  the  equivalent  of  the  Bachelor’s  degree 
in  Science.  He  then  went  to  Philadelphia  to  study  in 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1872,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
Returning  to  his  home  in  Kittanning  he  hung  out  his 
shingle  as  a  medical  practitioner,  and  followed  his 
vocation  for  more  than  four  decades,  laying  it  down 
to  be  carried  on  by  the  worthy  son  and  son-in-law 
who  were  to  keep  the  name  bright  in  the  annals  of 
medicine  and  surgery.  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Allison  was  of 
the  old  school  of  family  physicians  now  becoming  so 
rare.  He  was  ever  at  the  call  of  everyone  at  any  time, 
and  treated  and  operated  as  need  be  cases  which  now 
must  be  sent  to  the  hospital  and  to  the  specialist.  He 
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was  known  and  loved  all  over  the  county,  and  every¬ 
where  he  held  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Generous  to  a  fault,  only  the  hundreds  whom  he 
treated  without  any  hope  of  remuneration,  could  esti¬ 
mate  the  scope  of  the  benevolences  in  this  line.  A 
man  of  vision  and  of  faith  in  the  future  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  few  have  ever  done  more  than  he  to  advance 
its  progress. 

Dr.  Allison  was  public-minded  and  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  civic  and  educational  affairs.  He  served  for 
years  as  a  member  of  the  local  school  board,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Borough  Council.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  For  several  years  he 
was  an  examining  physician  for  the  Pension  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  Government.  The  four 
decades  of  his  life — he  died  in  June,  1919 — cover  a 
period  where  the  old  gave  way  to  the  new,  and  the 
hardships  and  crudities  of  the  past  were  replaced  by 
modern  conveniences  and  practices.  He  witnessed 
the  growth  of  rural  hamlets  to  thriving  large  towns 
and  small  cities,  and  he  played  a  leading  role  in  all 
this  drama  of  progress  and  contributed  no  small  part 
to  the  fulfillment. 

On  December  24,  1875,  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Allison 
married  Margaret  M.  Acheson,  daughter  of  William 
Acheson,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Armstrong  County 
and  for  some  years  the  superintendent  of  the  Monti- 
cello  Iron  Works,  of  Kittanning.  Mrs.  Allison,  a 
brilliant  woman  who  passed  on  to  another  generation 
some  of  her  gifts,  was  the  sister  of  Edward  Good¬ 
rich  Acheson,  a  recognized  authority  among  scientists 
on  certain  combinations  of  substances  and  an  inventor 
of  note  whose  name  is  coupled  with  such  materials 
as  carborundum,  graphite,  oildag,  siloxicon,  all  the 
results  of  his  research  and  experimental  work.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Allison  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  A  surviving  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mabel  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  C.  Monks  of 
Kittanning,  who  shared  with  the  surviving  son,  Lu- 
cien  Dent  Allison,  M.  D.,  the  medical  place  in  the 
community  vacated  by  the  death  of  the  father,  Dr. 
Thomas  Mutter  Allison. 

Dr.  Lucien  Dent  Allison  was  born  in  1877,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kittanning,  and  the  Saltsburg  Preparatory 
Academy.  He  matriculated  at  Washington  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  College,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  while 
still  a  student  began  to  study  medicine  with  his  father. 
He  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1903  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Kittanning,  and  continued  with  great 
success  to  the  time  of  his  death,  September  2,  1921. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Society,  and 
for  four  years  one  of  the  censors ;  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  former  president ; 
and  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Lucien  Dent  Allison  married  (first),  in  1906, 
Pearl  Shaw,  daughter  of  J.  B.  Shaw  of  Clearfield, 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Allison  passed  away,  and  on 
August  16,  1916,  Dr.  L.  D.  Allison  married  (second) 
Mildred  Connor,  a  daughter  of  Mack  and  Mary 
(Steinmetz)  Connor,  of  Beaver  Falls.  They  had  two 
sons :  Thomas  Dent  Allison  and  Mack  Frederick 
Allison.  _ 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DITTING— Coming  origin- 
nally  from  Germany,  the  family  of  Ditting  established 
themselves  firmly  in  the  life  of  their  adopted  country, 
entering  into  business  activities  of  varying  magnitude 
in  the  city  of  Hollidaysburg,  Blair  County.  In  this 


Pennsylvania  community,  they  have  made  their  home 
since  the  arrival,  in  1848,  of  William  Henry  Ditting, 
the  man  whose  name  heads  this  review,  and  whose 
daughter,  Julia  Augusta  Ditting,  has  for  many  years 
participated  extensively  in  the  business  affairs  of  this 
city.  Indeed,  a  study  of  the  trades  and  industries  to 
which  the  members  of  the  Ditting  house  have  turned 
their  attention  would  almost  give  one  a  cross-section 
picture  of  the  Nation’s  industrial  development  in  a 
period  of  tremendous  change.  In  his  early  business 
relationships,  Air.  Ditting,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America,  established  a  reputation  for  sound  busi¬ 
ness  judgment  and  ability — standards  that  he  main¬ 
tained  in  later  life,  and  that  formed  the  basis  of  his 
daughter’s  commercial  activities.  He  was,  further¬ 
more,  kindly  and  generous  in  his  attitude  toward  his 
fellowmen,  devoted  to  the  highest  principles  of  living 
and  thinking,  and  profound  in  his  insight  and  under¬ 
standing  of  human  motives  and  aspirations.  His  career 
was  useful,  his  life  finely  and  beautifully  lived. 

Air.  Ditting,  born  in  Germany,  was  reared  in  Ber¬ 
lin,  where  he  received  his  early  schooling.  After 
having  served  in  the  German  Army  for  a  period  of 
five  years,  he  proceeded  to  learn  the  wagonmaker’s 
trade,  which  became  a  lifelong  occupation  with  him. 
Both  his  parents,  as  well  as  his  wife’s  parents,  died 
before  he  turned  his  face,  in  1848,  toward  the  New 
World.  In  that  year,  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Hollidaysburg,  where  he  opened  a  shop  for 
the  manufacture  of  wagons,  so  continuing  in  the  type 
of  work  that  he  knew  best  and  that  he  had  already 
begun  in  his  native  land. 

He  remained  active  in  the  wagonmaking  industry 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  which  ended  in  1871.  His 
passing  was  a  cause  of  sincere  sorrow  and  regret  in 
Hollidaysburg  and  wherever  he  was  known ;  for  he 
had  contributed,  in  an  outstanding  way,  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  conditions  in  his  community,  through 
his  work  and  by  the  splendid  example  that  he  set  in 
the  commercial  world.  In  1874,  three  years  after  his 
death,  his  wife,  Airs.  Catherine  (Hawthorne)  Ditting, 
passed  away. 

William  Henry  and  Catherine  (Hawthorne)  Ditting 
had  five  daughters,  two  dying  in  infancy.  All  the 
family  are  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

One  of  the  daughters,  Julia  Augusta  Ditting,  better 
known  among  her  friends  as  “J.  Guss  Ditting,”  began, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  her  work  in  the  business 
life  of  Hollidaysburg,  clerking  in  the  J.  H.  Laws 
Department  Store.  In  their  employ,  she  continued 
for  seven  years.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  period,  her 
sister,  Anna  D.  Ditting,  bought  a  millinery  business, 
in  which  Julia  A.  Ditting  purchased  a  one-half  inter¬ 
est.  For  five  years  she  continued  her  relationship 
with  her  sister’s  business,  but  then  relinquished  her 
connection  with  it  to  start  a  women’s  ready-to-wear 
store  of  her  own.  Finding  her  new  work  more  to 
her  liking,  she  disposed  of  her  millinery  interests  en¬ 
tirely  to  her  sister  Anna,  running  the  ladies’  furnish¬ 
ing  store  for  nineteen  years  in  all.  During  a  part  of 
this  time,  she  also  operated  a  stationery  store  for  two 
years. 

In  this  same  period  Aliss  Ditting  purchased  eight 
private  homes,  two  of  which  she  sold,  building,  with 
the  profits  from  them,  three  additional  houses.  She 
also  bought  the  local  gas  plant  on  a  ninety-nine-year 
lease  basis ;  and  though  there  were,  at  the  time,  only 
fifty  gas  meters  installed  in  the  community,  Aliss 
Ditting  had,  in  four  years’  time,  increased  this  num¬ 
ber  to  250.  She  was  able,  at  a  later  period,  to  sell 
this  gas  plant  at  a  handsome  profit.  In  1908,  she 
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sold  her  ladies’  furnishing  establishment.  Since  then, 
she  has  devoted  her  time  to  the  task  of  looking  after 
her  houses  and  properties  and  to  the  collection  of  her 
rents.  Miss  Ditting  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
management  of  these  homes,  never  having  had  a  va¬ 
cancy  in  any  of  them.  Such  a  record  is  seldom  at¬ 
tained  by  property  owners ;  and  it  is,  indeed,  a  fine 
testimonial  to  the  judgment  and  business  acumen  of 
Miss  Ditting  that  she  has  been  able  to  hold  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem  of  her  tenants  and  the  people  of 
her  community  as  she  has  done. 

The  Dittings,  as  may  readily  be  seen,  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  Hollidaysburg  community  and 
its  people  and  institutions;  and  their  position  is  one 
of  leadership  and  high  standing  among  those  of  this 
region  of  Pennsylvania  who  are  privileged  to  know 
them  and  their  work. 


ALBERT  P.  WAY — Business,  banking  and  public 
life  have  interested  Albert  P.  Way,  who  at  the  time 
of  writing  (1932)  is  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Pennsylvania.  From  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  in  his  career,  when  he  assisted  his  father,  he 
has  had  a  deep  concern  with  public  affairs,  and  has 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  promote  the  best  in 
life.  His  activities  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  many  friends  in  all  walks  of  life,  who 
recognize  his  qualities  of  leadership  and  ability. 

Mr.  Way  was  born  on  July  26,  1868,  in  Curwens- 
ville,  son  of  George  L.  and  Elmira  (Dice)  Way. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Clearfield  County,  and 
the  mother  of  Clinton  County.  During  the  Civil  War, 
George  L.  Way  was  a  member  of  Company  B,  149th 
Bucktail  Regiment,  serving  the  Union  cause  through¬ 
out  the  entire  conflict.  His  father,  Samuel  Way, 
grandfather  of  the  man  whose  name  heads  this  re¬ 
view,  became  the  Civil  War  postmaster  at  Curwens- 
ville,  and  George  L.  Way  entered  the  post  office 
as  one  of  the  workers,  having  been  given  full  charge 
of  the  mail  delivery  from  Curwensville  office,  which 
in  those  days  was  made  on  horseback.  Both  George 
L.  and  Elmira  (Dice)  Way  are  now  deceased.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Albert  P.,  of 
whom  further.  2.  Lillian,  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Flem¬ 
ing,  of  Reynoldsville.  3.  Harry  B.,  now  deceased. 
4.  John  W.,  of  DuBois.  5.  Willis,  now  deceased. 

Albert  P.  Way,  as  a  boy,  attended  the  public  school 
at  Curwensville,  his  birthplace.  He  was  forced  by 
circumstances  to  quit  school  at  an  early  age,  how¬ 
ever,  having  suffered  from  eye  trouble  so  severely 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  continue  with  his 
studies.  He  then  sold  newspapers,  and  after  a  time 
acquired  the  agency  for  all  the  leading  papers  of  this 
part  of  the  Keystone  State,  as  well  as  for  a  number 
of  prominent  magazines.  Acquiring  a  little  reserve 
of  money,  he  launched  forth  in  the  theatre  business 
in  Curwensville,  later  expanding  his  operations  into 
the  neighboring  communities  of  Philipsburg,  Brook- 
ville,  Punxsutawney  and  DuBois.  Finally  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  settle  in  DuBois,  where  he  now  operates 
three  theatres.  His  work  in  the  amusement  field  has 
covered  a  period  of  thirty-five  years;  and  he  remained 
active  in  the  business  throughout  these  years  until, 
in  1928,  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1930  he  was 
reelected  to  the  House  and  renominated  in  1932, 
rendering  valuable  service  to  his  fellow-citizens  as 
a  legislator  in  addition  to  his  many  other  activities 
in  business,  social  and  civic  life. 

A  director  of  the  Union  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
Mr.  Way  is  also  a  director  of  the  Bankers’  Invest¬ 


ment  Company,  of  DuBois.  Public-spirited  and  eager 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  community  and  State 
alike,  Mr.  Way  is  a  man  of  vision,  devoted  to  the 
highest  principles  and  kindly  in  his  intentions, 
thoughts  and  deeds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Albert  P.  Way  married,  May  8,  1902,  Sara  Dran- 
cker,  of  Lock  Haven,  daughter  of  William  Grier  and 
Catherine  E.  (Rathgeber)  Drancker,  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Way  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Albert  G.  and  John  Martin  Way. 


JOHN  E.  RADEBACH  — For  more  than  three 
decades  Mr.  Radebach  has  been  a  well-known  figure 
in  educational  circles  in  Clearfield  County.  Almost 
his  entire  career  has  been  devoted  to  the  high  school 
at  Osceola  Mills,  of  which  he  has  been  the  very 
able  and  effective  principal  for  many  years.  Under 
his  capable  management  this  school  has  been  main¬ 
tained  on  a  very  high  plane  of  efficiency  and  has 
steadily  extended  its  usefulness  to  and  influence  in 
the  community.  Though  his  professional  activities 
have  always  received  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention,  Mr.  Radebach  has  not  permitted  them 
to  absorb  him  to  the  exclusion  of  other  interests. 
Indeed,  he  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  various 
phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  he  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
his  town. 

John  E.  Radebach  was  born  at  Pennfield,  Clear¬ 
field  County,  September  25,  1874,  a  son  of  John  H. 
and  Christine  (Christ)  Radebach.  His  father,  who 
was  a  carpenter  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
was  a  native  of  Clearfield  County,  his  mother  of  Elk 
County.  Both  of  Mr.  Radebach’s  parents  are  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Radebach  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  1.  John  E.,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther.  2.  Ben  C.,  now  deceased.  3.  Marshall  J.,  a 
resident  of  Apollo,  Pennsylvania.  4.  Lillie  M.,  who 
married  Rev.  A.  A.  Bird  of  Pennfield.  5.  Harry  C., 
a  resident  of  Evansburg,  Pennsylvania.  6.  George  K., 
a  resident  of  Youngstown,  Ohio.  7.  Vernon,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Evansburg,  Pennsylvania.  Having  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  his  native  region,  Mr.  Radebach  was 
graduated  from  high  school  in  1893.  Later  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Lock  Haven  Central  Normal  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1899.  He  also  at¬ 
tended  summer  sessions  at  this  school  and  at  Chau¬ 
tauqua,  New  York.  Previous  to  his  graduation  from 
normal  school  he  had  taught  one  term  in  Horton 
Township,  Elk  County,  and  another  term  in  Ellston 
Township,  Clearfield  County.  After  his  graduation 
from  normal  school  he  taught  for  three  terms  in 
Karthus  Township,  Clearfield  County.  In  1902  Mr. 
Radebach  came  to  Osceola  Mills,  Clearfield  County, 
as  a  member  of  that  town’s  high  school  faculty.  He 
remained  here  several  years  and  then  served  as  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Houtsdale  High  School  during  1904-05. 
In  1905  he  returned  to  Osceola  Mills  as  principal 
of  the  local  high  school.  In  1919  and  again  in  1920 
he  served  as  assistant  county  superintendent  of  public 
schools.  Mr.  Radebach  has  always  been  very  popu¬ 
lar  alike  with  the  student  body,  the  teachers  working 
under  him  and  the  parents  of  his  pupils,  and,  indeed, 
with  the  entire  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
Osceola  Lodge,  No.  515,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  the  Sunday  school  of  which  he  is  the 
superintendent. 

Mr.  Radebach  married,  May  30,  1905,  Orie  O. 
Dotts,  who  died  January  2,  1924.  By  this  marriage 
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he  is  the  father  of  four  children:  1.  Christine,  a 
graduate  of  Juniata  College  and  now  a  teacher  at 
the  Lewistown  High  School.  2.  Gwen  L.,  now  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Lock  Haven  Teachers  College.  3.  John 
E.,  living  at  home.  4.  Mary  Irene,  also  living  at 
home. 


J.  S.  WILEY,  manufacturer,  lumber  operator, 
owner  of  extensive  agricultural  lands,  lawyer,  noted 
jurist,  Judge  Wiley,  as  he  was  generally  known  be¬ 
cause  of  his  respected  position  on  the  bench  and 
because  of  the  place  of  esteem  which  he  occupied  in 
the  estimations  of  his  fellowmen,  had  a  replete  life¬ 
time  and  left  behind  him  a  record  filled  with  accom¬ 
plishment.  By  reason  of  that  accomplishment,  his 
name  is  recalled  and  held  no  less  honored  now 
than  during  his  lifetime.  The  people  of  Cameron 
County  knew  him  best;  for  he  made  his  residence 
and  presided  as  judge  in  the  city  of  Emporium. 

Judge  Wiley  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  New 
York,  on  January  22,  1837,  son  of  Captain  Robert 
Wiley  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Wiley.  The  family 
of  Wiley,  we  may  note,  is  among  the  old  houses 
which  were  early  in  residence  in  the  Empire  State. 
The  line  is  of  English  and  Scottish  descent.  Always 
in  the  United  States  this  line  has  been  of  note  for 
the  conservative  progress  of  its  members,  and  for 
the  very  real  though  quiet  leadership  exercised  by 
the  male  members.  Judge  Wiley’s  leadership  in 
Cameron  County  was  a  case  in  point,  brilliantly 

showing  the  qualities  for  which  the  line  was  noted 
from  an  early  period  in  American  history. 

Eldest  of  six  children  and  the  first  of  these  to 
die,  Judge  Wiley  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  were 
left  orphaned  when  young.  As  a  consequence,  as 
the  eldest,  he  was  brought  to  feel  mature  responsi¬ 
bilities  long  before  these  responsibilities  ordinarily 
would  have  come  to  him;  and  he  set  out  to  make 
his  way  as  soon  as  he  was  able.  He  was  reared 
in  New  York  State.  There  he  attended  district 

school  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  a  solid  round  of  academic  study,  went  to 

work  on  a  farm,  by  the  month.  The  duties  were 

onerous;  yet  he  remained  with  them  steadily,  and 
let  his  savings  accumulate.  He  had  decided  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  law,  when  means  presented  themselves. 
The  opportunity  came  to  study  under  a  learned  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  bar,  and  this  opportunity  found  him  ready. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania,  he  commenced 
his  real  career. 

His  rise  to  eminence  as  member  of  the  Cameron 
County  bar  and  his  election  as  judge  (he  became  an 
associate  in  1886),  were  the  logical  result  of  his 
A'ery  marked  talents.  Hand  in  hand  with  this  rise 
in  his  profession  and  his  graduation  from  bar  to 
bench  came  eminence  also  in  financial  circles  of  his 
locality.  He  engaged,  first  as  counsel,  in  various 
ventures  here;  acquired  land,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
passing  owned  some  6,000  acres  of  the  rich  and  pro¬ 
ductive  land  in  Cameron  County.  He  interested 
himself  profoundly,  in  agricultural  matters,  for  he 
understood  farming  and  the  care  of  livestock;  and 
this  husbandry  was  at  once  a  vocation  and  a  hobby 
with  Judge  Wiley,  who  delighted,  after  the  duties  of 
the  day,  to  drive  out  to  one  of  his  farms  and  con¬ 
sult  with  their  operators  on  the  problems  met  and 
progress  made.  Men  came  to  him  frequently  for 
advice  in  farming,  just  as,  in  law,  they  came  to 
him  with  their  cases  for  court,  and,  as  judge,  brought 
their  affairs  to  him  for  settlement.  As  a  lumber 
operator  he  dealt  largely;  indeed,  nearly  all  of  his 
undertakings  took  on  breadth  and  scope;  and  it  is 


noteworthy  that  his  projects  served  the  people  among 
whom  he  lived,  as  well  as  himself.  Manufacturing 
became  his  business,  too,  and  he  therefore  held  a 
position  of  elevated  standing  in  various*  fields,  in  all 
of  which  he  was  regarded  as  signally  successful. 

With  all  of  these  connections,  Judge  W-iley  re¬ 
tained  his  studious  interests;  he  was  a  scholar  far 
advanced  in  knowledge  and  in  the  philosophy  that 
amounts  to  wisdom.  A  constant  student,  he  read  of 
the  law  and  the  economic  theories  of  changing 
times  during  the  post-rebellion  period,  and  applied 
what  he  learned  to  everyday  living.  He  was  fond  of 
music,  of  the  arts,  of  nature;  and  in  fact  he  had  the 
best  out  of  life  during  the  whole  of  his  steadily 
augmented  career  in  law  and  business.  His  fortune 
was  due  to  his  own  efforts,  of  course;  he  knew 
the  value  of  a  dollar,  having  worked  hard  for  his 
early  revenues  on  the  farm;  and  yet  his  quest  was 
not  the  quest  of  money  for  itself,  but  for  the  things, 
the  improvements,  the  general  betterment  of  condi¬ 
tions,  which  money  could  be  made  to  bring.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  twenty-one  years. 
For  ten  years  he  was  president  of  the  board,  and  it 
was  his  constant  thought  to  provide  suitable  school¬ 
ing  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  would,  one  day,  take 
the  place  he  held,  and  the  places  held  by  his  genera¬ 
tion.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  several 
orders,  among  them  various  bodies  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity;  and  he  was  active  as  a  Mason,  standing 
for  the  idealistic  precepts  of  the  organization  and 
being  of  special  prominence  in  the  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar. 

Judge  Wiley  married,  on  July  22,  1863,  Louise 
Smith,  daughter  of  William  and  Almira  Smith,  of 
Angelica,  New  York,  her  parents  being  of  Teutonic 
and  English  descent,  respectively.  Of  this  union  were 
born  four  children:  Justina,  Grant,  Sarah,  and 
Charles.  Mrs.  Wiley  was  always  the  helpmate  of 
her  husband,  and  it  was  due  in  no  small  part  to  her 
kindly  and  constant  assistance  in  his  overtimes  trying 
affairs  that  he  attained  the  success  for  which  he  is 
remembered. 

A  genial,  companionable  gentleman,  Judge  Wiley 
typified  all  that  is  best  in  American  manhood.  He 
was  considered  one  of  the  finest  characters  of  this 
part  of  the  State,  and  the  position  that  he  occupied 
in  his  profession  and  in  business  was  his,  likewise, 
in  the  hearts  of  his  fellowmen.  He  assisted  many 
men  to  help  themselves;  the  cause  of  justice  he 
exercised  not  only  from  the  bench,  but  as  member 
of  the  citizenry  at  large;  and  he  was  the  first  to 
extend  the  hand  of  friendship  as  a  rule,  and  the  last 
to  take  it  away.  His  kindliness  is  remembered  well 
by  those  surviving  him  who  knew  his  ways  of  life; 
and  while  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth  will 
always  pay  him  honor  as  a  leading  figure  of  the  past, 
those  who  remember  him  as  a  friend  cherish  that 
memory.  More  than  one  has  lived  to  profit  from  his 
sage  counsel.  A  number  of  the  leaders,  who,  in 
part,  have  assumed  to  the  place  he  vacated,  owe  to 
him  their  start  in  life’s  work  and  the  inspiration  for 
its  continuance. 

Judge  Wiley’s  death  occurred  when  he  was  fifty- 
seven,  on  February  24,  1894.  Though  the  span  of 
his  years  was  cut  at  less  than  the  full  three-score 
and  ten,  the  attainments  of  his  active  life  exceeded 
those  of  other  contemporaries;  and  this  is  further 
reason  for  remark  upon  the  merit  of  that  lifetime. 

Rich  in  human  understanding,  he  employed  his 
mental,  material  and  spiritual  resources  continu¬ 
ously  and  increasingly  for  the  perpetual  welfare  of 
those  about  him. 


422 


PENNSYLVANIA 


FRANK  E.  BALDWIN — Lawyer,  banker  and 
servant  of  the  people  of  his  State,  Frank  E.  Bald¬ 
win  has  had  a  long  and  distinguished  career  in  public 
life.  For  the  past  twenty-three  years,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  term,  he  has  represented  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Senatorial  District,  composed  of  Tioga,  Potter 
and  McKean  counties,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Senate. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  at  Duke  Center,  McKean 
County,  a  son  of  John  E.  and  Josephine  (White) 
Baldwin.  Both  parents  came  from  old  American  fam¬ 
ilies,  established  in  New  England  before  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  both  came  in  child¬ 
hood  from  Massachusetts  to  Pennsylvania,  settling 
in  Otto  Township,  McKean  County,  where  they 
made  their  permanent  home.-  John  E.  Baldwin,  the 
father,  was  an  oil  producer  and  farmer.  During  the 
period  of  the  Civil  War,  he  fought  in  his  country’s 
cause  as  a  member  of  the  199th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers. 

Frank  E.  Baldwin  attended  the  public  schools  of 
McKean  County,  and  afterwards  studied  at  Cham¬ 
berlain  Institute,  Randolph,  New  York,  and  St. 
Bonaventure  College,  at  Allegany,  New  York.  Many 
years  after  he  was  a  student  there,  St.  Bonaventure 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  laws  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished  career.  For 
three  years  following  his  graduation  from  college, 
Mr.  Baldwin  taught  in  the  public  schools.  In  the 
meantime,  he  had  determined  upon  a  legal  career,  and 
subsequently  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893. 
Then  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  worked  in  a  law  office 
at  Smethport,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  fall  of  1894,  he 
opened  offices  for  the  independent  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Austin,  Potter  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Mr.  Baldwin 
quickly  won  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  and  soon  built  up  a  prosperous  practice  as 
the  demands  on  his  services  steadily  increased.  In 
addition  to  his  legal  connections,  his  interests  spread 
to  the  wider  field  of  business  and  finance.  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  organized  the  First  National  Bank  of  Austin  in 
1903  and  for  many  years  has  served  as  its  president, 
guiding  its  affairs  with  sure  hand  along  the  pathway 
of  success.  He  has  been  associated  with  a  number 
of  oil  projects,  is  quite  extensively  interested  in  local 
real  estate,  and  is  now  a  stockholder  in  a  number 
of  enterprises  as  well  as  a  director  of  several  com¬ 
panies. 

In  spite  of  the  pressure  of  his  own  affairs,  Mr. 
Baldwin  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  civic 
progress  of  his  community  and  county,  and  while 
still  a  young  man,  was  called  upon  to  enter  public 
life.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been 
prominent  in  the  councils  of  his  party  throughout 
the  State  for  many  years.  Mr.  Baldwin’s  first  public 
office  came  to  him  in  1893,  when  he  was  appointed 
mercantile  appraiser  of  McKean  County.  For  two 
terms  he  served  as  burgess  of  Austin,  for  five  years 
was  school  director,  and  for  seven  years  was  post¬ 
master  at  Austin.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  been 
county  chairman  for  one  term  and  was  elected  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  several  State  conventions  of  his  party.  Mr. 
Baldwin  was  first  chosen  to  serve  in  the  State  Sen¬ 
ate  in  1908,  and  his  present  term  expires  in  1932. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  this  body  continuously  for 
twenty-three  years,  except  for  one  term,  being  de¬ 
feated  in  the  election  of  1912,  when  the  Roosevelt 
movement  of  that  year  overturned  party  lines  and 
broke  many  political  customs  of  long  standing.  The 
value  of  Mr.  Baldwin’s  services  in  the  Senate  has 
been  sufficiently  indicated  by  his  long  tenure  of  office. 


He  has  been  active  in  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
but  in  larger  questions  of  public  policy,  has  looked 
upon  all  proposals  from  the  larger  standpoint  of  the 
welfare  of  the  State  as  a  whole.  Mr.  Baldwin  served 
as  president  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  from  1919  to 
1921.  He  is  a  member  of  the  more  important  Senate 
committees,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  since  his  retirement  as  president  pro  tem¬ 
pore.  “Mr.  Baldwin,”  to  quote  from  an  account  of 
his  career  in  the  Legislature,  “has  taken  an  active 
part  in  all  legislation  since  his  entrance  into  the 
Senate;  has  been  appointed  to  membership  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  important  commissions;  and  has  always  had 
the  reputation  of  holding  pronounced  views  on  leg¬ 
islation  with  the  courage  to  carry  out  his  convic¬ 
tions.  He  was  opposed  to  additional  bond  issues 
when  the  purposes  could  be  accomplished  adequately 
by  the  method  of  paying  as  we  go,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  seeing  that  the  necessary  revenues  were  pro¬ 
vided.  He  has  had  charge  of  much  important  legis¬ 
lation  in  recent  sessions,  and  has  always  retained 
the  confidence  and  good-will  of  his  fellow-senators.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  very  active  in  Masonic  af¬ 
fairs,  holding  membership  in  all  higher  bodies  of 
both  York  and  Scottish  Rites,  including  the  Consis¬ 
tory.  The  honorary  thirty-third  degree  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite — that  often  sought  but  rarely 
accorded  honor — has  been  conferred  upon  him  in 
recognition  of  his  services  to  the  order,  his  devotion 
to  the  finest  Masonic  principles  and  the  value  of  his 
achievements  in  a  distinguished  career.  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a 
member  of  a  number  of  organizations,  both  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  elsewhere,  including  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  of  New  York  and  the  Brookland  Club,  while 
in  his  religious  faith  he  supports  the  Methodist 
Church. 

On  November  14,  1895,  Frank  E.  Baldwin  mar¬ 
ried  Addie  G.  Wolters,  daughter  of  Robert  R.  and 
Alice  Wolters,  of  Smethport,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Baldwin  maintain  their  residence  at  Austin. 


JOHN  EDGAR  FRYBERGER— President  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Philipsburg,  Centre  County, 
and  for  many  years  a  leader  in  the  civic  and  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  this  community,  the  late  John  Edgar 
Fryberger  rose  to  a  position  of  prominence  through 
his  own  effort  and  versatility  of  talents.  He  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  First  National  Bank  and  its  pre¬ 
decessor  for  forty  years,  beginning  as  a  clerk  and 
gradually  advancing  with  the  organization.  In  suc¬ 
ceeding  to  the  presidency,  he  was  ideally  qualified 
for  the  responsible  duties  he  was  called  upon  to  as¬ 
sume  and  administered  the  complicated  business  of 
this  institution  with  notable  and  continued  success. 

Mr.  Fryberger  was  born  at  Belief onte,  Centre 
County,  February  7,  1870,  son  of  Captain  Charles 
Theodore  and  Mary  Jane  (Brachbill)  Fryberger  and 
grandson  of  John  and  Sarah  (Moyer)  Fryberger. 
His  paternal  grandfather  had  come  to  this  country 
from  Freiburg,  Germany,  in  1804  and  settled  in 
Bucks  County,  near  Reading.  Mr.  Fryberger’s  pater¬ 
nal  grandmother,  Sarah  (Moyer)  Fryberger,  was  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Barbara  (Fisher)  Moyer 
and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Philip  and  Maria 
Catherine  (Unruh)  Moyer.  Philip  Moyer  was  twice 
commissioned  lieutenant  during  the  War  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  Mr.  Fryberger’s  father,  still  living  at  an 
advanced  age,  was  born  January  15,  1844,  and  is 
an  insurance  broker.  During  his  youth  he  served 
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through  the  entire  four  years  of  the  Civil  War  in 
the  Union  Army.  He  enlisted  in  1861  as  a  private, 
was  promoted  to  sergeant  on  December  2,  1862,  and 
later  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He  became  a 
first  lieutenant  on  December  19,  1863,  and  captain  in 
1864,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  in  command  of 
Company  D,  45th  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  Mr.  Fry- 
berger’s  mother,  now  deceased,  was  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Louise  (Runkle)  Brachbill,  her  father  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  well-known  manufacturer  and  dealer  of 
furniture  at  Bellefonte. 

John  Edgar  Fryberger  received  his  earliest  educa¬ 
tion  in  Miss  Petrickin’s  private  school  at  Bellefonte. 
When  he  was  still  a  small  boy,  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  F’hilipsburg,  where  he  completed  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public,  grammar  and  high  schools.  His 
business  training  he  received  in  the  school  of  experi¬ 
ence.  In  1886,  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  Mr. 
Fryberger  became  a  clerk  in  the  banking  institution 
then  known  as  the  Moshannon  Banking  Company  and 
in  1887  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  teller.  Dur¬ 
ing  these  early  years  he  received  most  of  his  train¬ 
ing  as  a  banker  from  George  W.  McGaffey,  who 
later  was  to  become  his  father-in-law.  Mr.  Fry- 
berger’s  industry,  ambition  and  the  quality  of  his 
talents  impressed  the  officials  of  the  bank,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  he  rose  to  positions  of  greater  responsibility.  On 
January  1,  1894,  he  was  transferred  to  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Barik,  and  in  October,  1895,  this  bank  and  the 
Moshannon  Banking  Company  consolidated,  retaining 
the  name  First  National  Bank.  Of  this  institution 
he  was  made  the  cashier  and  a  director  in  1902,  later 
becoming  vice-president  and,  in  1925,  president,  suc¬ 
ceeding  in  that  position  L.  W.  Nuttall,  who  retired 
at  that  time. 

As  clerk  or  president  [wrote  a  local  newspaper  at 
the  time  of  his  death]  Mr.  Fryberger  has  given  bank¬ 
ing  his  closest  personal  attention.  He  has  been  emi¬ 
nently  successful  in  his  chosen  profession.  The  First 
National  has  become  one  of  the  strongest  financial 
institutions  in  the  State.  He  possessed  the  sound  busi¬ 
ness  judgment  essential  to  the  success  of  a  bank  and 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  its  patrons  and  deposi¬ 
tors.  His  advice  was  frequently  sought  by  patrons  of 
the  bank  as  well  as  by  others  regarding  financial  mat¬ 
ters.  He  gave  it  cheerfully  and  as  a  general  thing  it 
proved  the  best  possible  advice,  though,  regrettably, 
it  was  not  always  followed.  Always  courteous,  pleas¬ 
ant  and  obliging,  whether  serving  as  clerk,  cashier  or 
president,  the  public  liked  to  transact  business  with 
Mr.  Fryberger.  Patrons  came  to  know  that  when  a 
negative  answer  was  the  best  answer,  Mr.  Fryberger 
would  courteously  but  firmly  answer  negatively.  If  he 
approved,  an  affirmative  answer  was  forthcoming 
readily.  Thus  the  patrons  of  the  bank  became  his 
personal  friends.  They  trusted  him. 

Mr.  Fryberger  had  many  other  business  connec¬ 
tions  and  interests  in  this  section.  He  was  inter¬ 
ested  financially  in  a  score  or  more  of  Philipsburg 
enterprises.  Even  though  he  was  not  active  in  their 
operation,  it  sometimes  seemed  as  if  there  was  no 
venture  of  worth  which  did  not  benefit  through  his 
constructive  influence  or  sympathetic  advice.  “As  a 
good  citizen,”  it  was  written  of  him,  “he  wanted 
Philipsburg  to  prosper  and  grow.”  He  contributed 
generously  of  his  time  and  effort  in  the  promotion  of 
worthy  causes,  but  his  primary  responsibility  was  al¬ 
ways  to  the  institution  which  he  served  and  to  its 
depositors,  to  whom  he  felt  himself  personally  re¬ 
sponsible.  Several  times  he  served  as  treasurer  of 
Philipsburg  Borough  and  for  a  long  period  he  was 
treasurer  of  the  Philipsburg  Firemen’s  Relief  Asso¬ 
ciation.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a  most 
untiring  and  patriotic  worker  in  behalf  of  the  various 
Liberty  loan  campaigns  and  the  other  drives  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  war.  Indeed,  to  such  an  extent  did  he 


devote  himself  to  this  work  that  it  was  believed  that 
the  strain  which  he  incurred  was  largely  responsible 
for  his  comparatively  early  death. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Fryberger  was  affiliated  with  Mo¬ 
shannon  Lodge,  No.  391,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  in  this  order  was  a  member  of  all  higher  bodies, 
including  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  as  well  as  the  Commandery  of  the 
Knights  Templar  and  Zembo  Temple,  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Philipsburg 
Club  and  the  Philipsburg  Country  Club.  For  years 
a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
at  Philipsburg,  he  was  elected  a  vestryman  several 
years  before  his  death  and  for  a  long  time  gave 
freely  of  his  time  arid  means  to  the  support  of  the 
church  and  its  activities.  It  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  that  the  beautiful  new  church  edifice  was 
financed,  and  during  the  period  of  its  erection  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  building  fund. 

On  June  27,  1900,  at  St.  Paul’s  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Philipsburg,  John  Edgar  Fryberger 
married  Caroline  Chase  McGaffey,  daughter  of 
George  William  and  Elizabeth  Alice  (Nuttall)  Mc¬ 
Gaffey.  Her  father  was  a  prominent  coal  operator 
and  banker  and  from  1903  until  his  death  in  1915 
was  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Philips¬ 
burg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fryberger  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  George  McGaffey,  born  May 
7,  1903;  Choate  School,  1924,  Princeton,  1928;  he 
married  at  Rosemont,  Pennsylvania,  June  22,  1928, 
Nancy  Evans  Norton,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Joan  Evans,  born  March  30,  1931.  2.  Mary  Louise, 
born  August  10,  1905;  Birmingham  School,  1923, 
Smith  College,  1927.  3.  Alice  Nuttall,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1907;  Birmingham  School,  1926,  Smith  Col¬ 
lege,  1930;  she  married,  November  21,  1931,  Paul 
Douglas  Millholland  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Fryberger  died  at  his  Philipsburg  home,  No. 
213  South  Centre  Street,  on  April  30,  1927,  follow¬ 
ing  several  years  of  failing  health,  at  the  early  age 
of  fifty-seven.  “To  the  people  of  this  town  and 
vicinity,”  to  quote  a  Philipsburg  paper,  “though  they 
were  aware  of  his  illness,  the  announcement  of  his 
passing  was  a  distressing  surprise.  .  .  .  They  were 
saddened  as  only  such  sudden  and  distressing  intel¬ 
ligence  can  sadden.”  Mr.  Fryberger’s  career  was  a 
reflection  of  his  own  indomitable  spirit.  He  made 
the  finest  possible  use  of  the  talents  entrusted  to  him, 
and  in  the  constructive  influences  of  his  life  it  was 
the  privilege  of  his  community  to  share. 


JOHN  G.  PAYNE — As  the  mayor  of  Oil  City, 
Venango  County,  and  as  a  business  and  financial 
leader,  John  G.  Payne  is  well  known  and  held  in  high 
esteem.  He  is  of  distinguished  ancestry,  the  lines  of 
which  go  back  to  no  fewer  than  five  signers  of  the 
“Mayflower  Compact,”  as  that  unique  document  has 
come  to  be  called,  the  first  promulgation  of  principles 
and  intentions  made  by  the  Pilgrims  of  the  good  ship 
“Mayflower,”  as  they  were  about  to  establish  the  first 
settlement  in  New  England.  He  is  descended  also 
from  the  noted  John  Carver,  of  Massachusetts  pio¬ 
neer  annals  and  can  trace  blood  connections  to  the 
founders  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  As  is  well  known, 
some  of  the  best  of  New  England’s  folk  migrated  to 
the  Northwest  Territory  just  after  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  it  was  at  Farmdale,  Ohio,  on  December  13, 
1887,  that  Mr.  Payne  was  born,  the  son  of  Ichabod  N. 
and  Cora  B.  (Thompson)  Payne,  members  of  fam¬ 
ilies  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  com¬ 
monwealth. 
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John  G.  Payne  received  the  preliminaries  of  his 
education  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Titus¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  he  supplemented  this  with 
special  courses  in  business  administration  and  finance. 
He  was  only  a  little  more  than  a  youth,  when  he 
secured  his  first  important  position  in  connection  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  System.  He  remained  with 
this  great  corporation  for  two  decades,  ten  years  of 
which  he  was  chief  clerk  to  the  division  superintend¬ 
ent  at  Oil  City.  In  1927  Mr.  Payne  became  the  asso¬ 
ciate  manager  of  Laidlaw  and  Company,  brokers  and 
members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  and  other 
exchanges,  and  has  continued  as  such  since  that  time. 

As  a  boy  Mr.  Payne  followed  the  torch-light  pro¬ 
cessions  which  gave  color  to  the  presidential  cam¬ 
paigns  of  early  years.  When  he  became  a  voter  this 
early  interest  took  practical  form  and  he  allied  him¬ 
self  with  the  Republican  party  and  was  active  in  its 
local  affairs.  He  had  neither  the  time  nor  the  incli¬ 
nation  to  accept  political  preferment,  and  it  came  as 
a  surprise  to  all  who  knew  him  when  he  stood  for 
election  to  the  mayorship  of  Oil  City.  On  November 

3,  1931,  he  was  elected  to  this  office,  and  on  January 

4,  1932,  began  his  official  duties  for  a  term  of  four 
years.  Mr.  Payne  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of  Petro- 
lia  Lodge,  No.  363;  Royal  Arch  Chapter;  Franklin 
Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection  ;  Talbot  Commandery,  Knights  Templar ;  and 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  the  Franklin  Club,  of 
Franklin;  the  Oil  City  Boat  Club;  the  Riverside  Drive 
Association;  the  Oil  City  Acacia  Club;  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Oil  City  Grid  Iron  Club;  and  one  of 
the  organizers  and  for  six  years  the  secretary  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  of  Oil  City.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  executive  board  and  treasurer  of  the 
Clarion,  Venango  County  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  He  served  as  a  director  of  the  Oil  City 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  is  a  member  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  Oil  City  Library  Commission, 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  for  three  years  the 
secretary  of  the  Oil  City  Community  Fund.  His  relig¬ 
ious  affiliations  are  with  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Oil  City,  in  which  he  just  completed  ten 
years’  service  as  a  vestryman. 

On  June  15,  1909,  John  G.  Payne  married  Alice  M. 
Montgomery,  of  Oil  City,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Elizabeth  Jeanne,  Jack  M.,  and 
Thomas  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  make  their  home  at 
No.  305  Cowell  Avenue,  Oil  City.  Mr.  Payne  has  his 
offices  in  the  Oil  City  National  Bank  Building,  and  in 
the  mayor’s  office  in  the  city  hall. 


ROBERT  COCHRAN  McCASLIN,  JR.— In 

Lawrence  County,  Robert  Cochran  McCaslin,  Jr.,  has 
for  a  number  of  years  figured  prominently  in  public 
life,  holding  different  offices  in  New  Wilmington  and 
New  Castle.  As  county  controller,  with  headquarters 
in  New  Castle,  he  has  continued  his  excellent  civic 
service,  being,  incidentally,  the  first  man  to  hold  the 
position  so  named. 

Mr.  McCaslin  was  born  at  Homestead,  on  March 
10,  1887,  son  of  Robert  C.  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Means) 
McCaslin.  The  father,  a  retired  merchant,  was  a 
pioneer  business  man  of  Allegheny  County.  In  the 
graded  and  high  schools  of  Homestead,  his  native 
city,  Robert  C.  McCaslin,  Jr.,  of  this  review,  received 
his  early  education,  afterward  attending  Bellefonte 
Academy.  For  his  higher  learning,  he  turned  to  the 
scientific  branches  of  study,  matriculating  at  the  Car¬ 
negie  Institute  of  Technology,  in  Pittsburgh.  From 


1908  to  1918,  he  was  a  merchant  in  Homestead;  and 
thereafter,  until  1921,  was  associated  with  the  West- 
inghouse  Air  Brake  Company.  It  was  in  1921  that 
he  first  came  to  Lawrence  County  to  make  his  home, 
settling  in  New  Wilmington  and  there  becoming  active 
in  political  and  civic  life.  In  1923  he  was  made  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  a  commission  that  he  still  holds. 
Also,  for  several  years,  he  was  borough  auditor. 
From  1928  to  1932  he  was  county  auditor. 

Consistently  his  party  alignment  has  been  with  the 
Republican  organization,  which  he  served  for  three 
terms  as  county  committeeman.  His  outstanding 
honor  came,  however,  in  November,  1931,  when  he 
was  elected  county  controller  of  Lawrence  County, 
the  first  controller  in  the  county’s  history.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Caslin  set  about  the  formation  and  organization  of 
the  controller’s  department,  which  he  put  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  December  7,  1931,  though  his  regular  four- 
year  term  of  office  did  not  begin  until  January  4, 
1932.  By  his  work  in  this  connection,  he  has  done  a 
great  deal  toward  bringing  Lawrence  County  into  a 
position  of  leadership  among  the  counties  of  this 
State  in  point  of  governmental  efficiency.  It  is  one 
of  the  few  sixth-class  counties  to  have  the  office  of 
county  controller. 

Busy  as  his  civic  duties  have  kept  him,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Caslin  has  taken  time  for  participation  in  social  and 
fraternal  life,  and  has  contributed  richly  of  his  fine 
energies  to  a  number  of  important  local  groups.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  Mr.  McCaslin  served  a  three 
year  or  duration  of  the  war  enlistment  in  the  3d 
Pennsylvania  Reserve  Militia,  Company  B,  as  a  first 
sergeant.  This  organization  was  formed  during  the 
war  and  made  up  of  exempted  citizens  to  take  the 
place  of  the  local  National  Guard  unit  which  had  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  28th  Division.  In  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  Homestead  Lodge,  No.  582,  the  Valley  of 
Pittsburgh  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  and  Syria  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  New  Castle  Kiwanis  Club.  His 
church  is  the  Presbyterian. 

Each  of  the  organizations  with  which  he  is  con¬ 
nected  has  been  the  gainer  from  his  helpful  participa¬ 
tion  in  its  affairs.  But  he  has  been  devoted,  above  all, 
to  home  and  family.  Robert  Cochran  McCaslin,  Jr., 
married,  at  Homestead,  on  August  12,  1913,  Ella  Grif¬ 
fith.  They  have  had  one  son,  Robert  Cochran  Mc¬ 
Caslin,  III,  who,  in  1932,  was  a  sophomore  in  high 
school.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  149 
Waugh  Avenue,  New  Wilmington,  and  Mr.  McCas- 
lin’s  offices  are  in  the  County  Court  House,  New 
Castle. 


WILLIAM  MUNROE  HAMILTON— A  resi¬ 
dent  of  Pittsburgh  since  early  manhood,  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Munroe  Hamilton  was  for  many  years  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  business  circles  in  that  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  highest  ranking  and  most  popular 
Freemasons  in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  through  his 
long-continued  activities  in  the  order  he  had  become 
personally  known  to  many  of  his  fellow-members. 
His  adherence  to  high  ideals  in  all  relations  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  private  life  set  a  fine  example  of  right  living 
and  gained  the  good  will,  respect  and  liking  of  all 
who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  coming  in  contact  with 
him. 

Born  in  the  city  of  Allegheny  (now  the  North 
Side,  Pittsburgh),  August  20,  1856,  William  Munroe 
Hamilton  was  the  son  of  Paran  T.  and  Janette  (Mun¬ 
roe)  Hamilton.  His  father  owned  and  operated  a 
planing  mill  in  Allegheny  for  some  years.  When 
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William  was  twelve  years  of  age,  his  father  died  and 
thereupon  the  family  removed  to  their  farm  in  Law¬ 
rence  County,  two  miles  east  of  New  Castle.  Pass¬ 
ing  through  the  public  schools  of  Allegheny  and  the 
little  district  school  near  the  home  farm  in  Lawrence, 
he  entered  the  New  Castle  High  School,  where  he 
completed  his  formal  education.  He  was,  however, 
an  exceptionally  well-educated  man,  and  it  must  have 
been  true  that  he  burned  much  midnight  oil  in  pursu¬ 
ing  advanced  studies,  academic  and  technical,  while 
laying  by  a  great  store  of  knowledge.  He  was  gifted 
with  eloquence  of  speech  and  possessed  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  knowledge  of  mechanical  engineering,  being  also 
an  authority  and  expert  on  steam  boiler  practice. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  world 
of  business,  and  the  first  employment  he  accepted 
was  at  the  Crawford  Planing  Mill  in  New  Castle, 
where  he  worked  until  he  was  nearly  nineteen.  He 
then  went  to  Pittsburgh  to  be  assistant  bookkeeper  in 
the  service  of  his  uncle,  Robert  Munroe,  of  the  West 
Point  Boiler  Works,  with  whom  he  continued  some 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  assumed  the  position  of  purchasing  agent  for 
Park  Brothers  and  Company,  owners  of  the  Black 
Diamond  Steel  Works.  It  was  while  with  the  last- 
named  company  that  he  supervised  the  construction  of 
the  Park  Building,  on  Fifth  Avenue,  the  first  steel- 
frame  skyscraper  to  be  erected  in  Pittsburgh,  and  on 
the  completion  of  the  structure  he  was  made  its  first 
superintendent.  When  Park  Brothers  and  Company 
merged  its  business  into  the  Crucible  Steel  Company 
of  America,  he  was  retained  in  the  capacity  of  pur¬ 
chasing  agent  by  the  expanding  corporation  and  so 
continued  for  a  number  of  years.  He  later  acted  as 
the  representative  of  the  Detroit  Stoker  Company  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  this  position  he  filled  until 
his  death,  his  services  having  been  of  peculiar  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  corporation.  His  ability,  efficiency  and 
faithfulness  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  his  employers  and  customers,  and  secured  for  him 
an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity  and  reliability. 

He  won  credit  and  distinction  as  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard.  Enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  C,  18th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  August 
14,  1878,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in 
the  same  company,  July  16,  1880;  first  lieutenant, 
May  5,  1883 ;  and  captain,  October  25,  1883.  He 
resigned  his  commission  and  left  the  service,  March 
I3>  i§85,  after  seven  years  devoted  to  the  military 
establishment  of  the  State.  His  political  alliance  was 
with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  gave  a  stead¬ 
fast  allegiance,  while  never  having  sought  public 
office.  He  was  in  fellowship  with  the  Third  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  services,  being  also  known  as  a  be¬ 
liever  in  the  Holy  Bible  as  the  inspired  Word  of  God 
and  the  rule  of  his  faith  and  a  guide  to  his  actions. 
He  was  a  careful  and  deep  reader,  making  a  wise 
selection  of  the  best  authors  and  approved  subjects 
for  reading  and  study,  in  which  his  quiet  and  studious 
temperament  had  great  delight. 

In  modern  speech,  he  would  have  been  termed  a 
‘‘fundamentalist  in  Freemasonry,”  and  it  is  believed 
that  he  had  a  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
meaning,  purposes  and  tenets  of  the  order  than  most 
Masons  of  Pennsylvania.  For  forty-four  years  he 
had  been  identified  with  this  great  fraternity,  and  his 
willingness  to  labor  for  its  benefit,  his  executive  and 
engineering  talents  were  called  into  play  on  many 
occasions.  The  Masonic  Temple  in  Pittsburgh  and 
the  Allegheny  Memorial  Cottages  at  Elizabethtown 
are  monuments  to  his  ability ;  without  his  efforts  in 


all  probability  their  construction  would  have  been 
greatly  delayed.  In  all  the  years  of  his  connection 
with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Pennsylvania, 
twenty  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  eight  in  the 
stations,  and  four  on  the  committee  on  Masonic 
Homes,  he  was  absent  from  few  meetings  except  for 
sickness.  His  affiliations  with  the  fraternity  follow  : 
Dallas  Lodge,  No.  508,  in  which  he  passed  through 
the  three  degrees  of  the  “Blue”  lodge,  and  then  was 
given  a  demit  to  Crescent  Lodge,  No.  576,  of  which 
he  was  a  Past  Master ;  Pittsburgh  School  of  Instruc¬ 
tion,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  was 
Instructor  from  1889  to  1919;  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  which  he  rose  to  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master ;  Duquesne  Chapter,  No.  193,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  of  which  he  was  a  Past  High  Priest;  Mount 
Moriah  Council,  No.  2,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  in 
which  he  had  attained  the  Super  Excellent  Degree ; 
Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  10,  Knights  Templar; 
Pennsylvania  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  Sovereign  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret  (thirty- 
second  degree)  ;  Gourgas  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Thrice  Potent  Master ;  Supreme  Council,  thirty- 
third  and  last  degree ;  created  a  Sovereign  Grand 
Inspector  General,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  1904. 

Mr.  Hamilton  married,  November  1,  1905,  at  West 
Chester,  Pennsylvania,  Mary  Elizabeth  Cornwell, 
daughter  of  Robert  Thompson  and  Lydia  (Jackson) 
Cornwell.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  born  in  West  Chester, 
March  18,  1867;  her  father  was  a  native  of  Che¬ 
mung  County,  New  York,  and  her  mother  of  West 
Chester.  Mr.  Hamilton’s  domestic  life  was  one  of 
contentment  and  happiness.  He  had  in  his  wife  a 
real  companion,  a  cultured  and  learned  woman,  with 
a  temperament  and  tastes  in  harmony  with  his ;  they 
were  a  particularly  well-mated  couple,  a  quiet  home 
life  appealing  strongly  to  both.  Their  union  was 
blessed  with  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  born  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  May  8,  1909. 

The  death  of  William  Munroe  Hamilton  occurred 
in  a  hospital  at  Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania,  on 
March  13,  1932,  after  a  brief  illness.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  Pittsburgh,  and  later  in  New  Castle, 
where  he  was  buried  in  Oak  Park  Cemetery.  The 
final  rites  were  conducted  by  Benjamin  Page,  Right 
Worshipful  Master,  who  was  assisted  by  Judge  Otto 
R.  Heiligman,  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Warden; 
Judge  Robert  R.  Lewis,  Right  Worshipful  Junior 
Warden,  and  Charles  N.  Shindler,  Grand  Chaplain. 
Other  Grand  Lodge  officers  present  were:  J.  Wallace 
Radcliffe,  secretary  to  the  Grand  Master ;  J.  Russell 
Urmson,  Ellis  B.  Bernard,  S.  P.  Smith,  Louis  F. 
Wentz,  and  Harold  Obernauer,  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters. 

Mr.  Hamilton’s  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-five  years,  came  in  the  natural  order  of  events  at 
the  conclusion  of  an  unusually  long  and  active  life. 
It  came  with  great  suddenness,  however,  and  was  the 
cause  of  sincere  regret  on  the  part  of  those  who 
knew  him.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  and 
his  name  always  occupy  an  honored  place  in  the 
annals  of  Pennsylvania  Freemasonry,  to  which  order 
he  had  given  so  freely  and  effectively  of  his  time  and 
talents,  and  the  principles  of  which  he  upheld  so  beau¬ 
tifully  in  his  life. 

He  has  not  served  who  gathers  gold, 

Nor  has  he  served  whose  life  is  told 

In  selfish  battles  he  has  won, 

Nor  deeds  of  skill  that  he  has  done. 

But  he  has  served  who  now  and  then 

Has  helped  along  his  fellowmen. 
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WALTER  RUSSELL  CARR— A  man  and  law¬ 
yer  of  exceptional  gifts,  Walter  Russell  Carr,  attor¬ 
ney-at-law  of  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  was  born 
near  Uniontown  (South  Union  Township),  May  3, 
1885.  His  parents  were  the  well-known  John  D.  and 
Amanda  M.  (Cooke)  Carr.  After  attending  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  Mr.  Carr  went  to  Washington  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1906  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts ;  three  years  later,  for 
post-graduate  work,  he  was  awarded  by  this  same  col¬ 
lege,  his  Master’s  degree  in  Arts.  While  pursuing 
academic  work,  Mr.  Carr  was  studying  law,  and  in 
1908  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  association  with 
his  brother.  Woods  N.  Carr,  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  under  the  firm  name  of  Carr  and  Carr, 
and  has  since  continued.  He  has  been  amply  success¬ 
ful  in  his  chosen  profession;  many  outstanding  legal 
interests  come  under  the  direction  of  this  firm.  Him¬ 
self  a  student  with  a  flair  for  research,  he  has  com¬ 
mand  of  many  phases  of  law,  the  ability  to  state  with 
clearness  his  conclusions,  and  the  intuitive  or  ac¬ 
quired  understanding  of  human  nature,  all  of  which 
are  elements  in  achievements  in  his  profession  which 
are  genuinely  notable. 

The  scope  of  Mr.  Carr’s  non-professional  interests 
and  activities  is  very  broad.  He  was  a  public  school 
director  at  Uniontown,  from  1923  to  1929.  During 
the  World  War  period  he  was  chairman  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Loan  committee  of  Fayette  County.  He  is  a 
trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Uniontown  Hospital,  and 
a  trustee  of  the  Fayette  County  Community  Trust, 
and  also  of  the  Fayette  County  Chapter  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Red  Cross.  Among  his  clubs  is  the  Rotary;  his 
college  fraternity  is  Phi  Kappa  Psi.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Carr  has  been  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  junior  warden  and  treasurer  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  Uniontown,  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  for  the  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh,  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
all  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  of  this  order,  and  is  a  past 
master  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  228. 

On  July  24,  1912,  Mr.  Carr  married  Mary  Lulu, 
daughter  of  Philip  Galley  and  Matilda  (Reiner)  Ogle- 
vee ;  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Philip  O.  Carr, 
born  March  29,  1915. 


CLIFFORD  A.  LANE — As  supervising  principal 
of  the  Harrison  township  school  district,  in  Potter 
County,  Clifford  A.  Lane  has  contributed  definitely 
to  the  well-being  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Lane  was  born  at  Luthers  Mills,  on  September 
12,  1900,  son  of  Grove  E.  and  Myrtle  (Allen)  Lane. 
On  both  sides  of  his  house,  his  ancestors  were  pio¬ 
neer  settlers  in  Bradford  County,  his  grandfathers 
on  both  the  Lane  and  Allen  lines  having  fought  in 
the  Civil  War.  The  Allen  forbears  of  Mr.  Lane  also 
saw  service  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  the  schools  of  his  birthplace,  Clifford  A.  Lane 
received  his  early  education,  later  attending  the  Mans¬ 
field  State  Teachers’  College  from  1918  to  1920.  In 
1931  he  received  from  Mansfield  State  Teachers’  Col¬ 
lege  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and  in  1932  he 
was  taking  post-graduate  studies  in  preparation  for 
the  Master’s  degree.  In  1920  he  began  his  active  work 
as  instructor,  having  accepted,  in  that  year,  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  LeRaysville  high  school,  in  Brad¬ 
ford  County,  which  he  held  for  two  years.  For  three 
years  he  was  then  principal  in  Elk  County,  and  for 
five  years  supervising  principal  of  the  Huston  Town¬ 
ship  schools,  Clearfield  County.  Since  1931  he  has 
acted  as  supervising  principal  of  the  schools  of  Har¬ 
rison  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 


State  Education  Association,  and  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Secondary  School  Principals,  and  has  a 
wide  acquaintanceship  in  pedagogical  circles. 

Also  active  in  certain  social  and  fraternal  groups, 
he  holds  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  His  political  alignment  is  with  the 
Republican  party,  of  whose  principles  and  policies  he 
has  been  a  staunch  supporter.  His  church  is  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  and  in  his  parish  he  has  served 
as  a  teacher  in  the  young  people’s  class. 

Clifford  A.  Lane  married,  in  1925,  Mary  Johnson. 
By  this  marriage  there  have  been  two  children : 
Janis  and  Doris. 


CHARLES  GREER — Few  men  were  better  known 
in  New  Castle  than  the  late  Charles  Greer,  indus¬ 
trial  leader  and  prominent  citizen.  He  was  foremost 
in  introducing  some  of  the  industries  which  contrib¬ 
uted  so  greatly  to  the  financial  status  of  the  city. 
Civic-minded  and  progressive,  during  the  half  cen¬ 
tury  he  was  a  resident  of  New  Castle,  he  was  a 
vital  factor  in  the  betterment  of  New  Castle  and  the 
welfare  of  its  people.  In  no  small  measure  he  en¬ 
larged  the  cultural  outlook  of  the  community  as  a 
patron  of  art  and  music.  With  neither  ostentation  or 
pride  he  led  where  others  followed,  gave  generously 
of  means  and  energy,  and  wrote  his  name  upon  the 
annals  of  the  city  in  deeds  whose  effects  can  never 
be  obliterated. 

Charles  Greer  was  the  son  of  William  Y.  and 
Amanda  (Green)  Greer,  born  April  23,  1848,  in 
Neshannock  Township,  Lawrence  County.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  and  directors  of 
the  National  Bank  of  Lawrence  County.  Charles 
Greer  attended  King’s  Chapel  School,  and  became  a 
student  of  Allegheny  College,  Meadville.  Although 
of  the  intellectual  type,  a  natural  student,  and  greatly 
interested  in  the  cultural  arts,  he  had  a  flair  for  fig¬ 
ures  and  finance,  and  deliberately  mapped  out  for 
himself  a  business  career.  To  this  end  he  matricu¬ 
lated  at  the  Duff  College  of  Business,  Pittsburgh, 
from  which  he  was  duly  graduated.  It  is  enlighten¬ 
ing  to  note  that  he  also  attended  the  Johnson  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Music,  at  Friendship,  New  York,  and  became 
a  graduate  of  that  institution. 

Early  in  1872  Mr.  Greer  allied  himself  with  the 
Crowder  Iron  Company,  of  New  Castle,  and  he 
served  as  its  secretary  until  1878.  He  resigned  to 
enter  into  a  partnership  with  his  brother  George 
Greer,  in  the  piano  business,  in  which  he  had  full 
charge  of  the  accounting  department.  Some  of  the 
pleasantest  years  of  his  life  were  those  spent  at  this 
period,  which  extended  from  1878  to  1891.  He  be¬ 
came  known  to  hundreds  in  the  city  and  county,  was 
a  leader  in  social  and  musical  affairs,  and  was  play¬ 
ing  an  important  role  in  the  development  of  the  com¬ 
munity  life. 

In  1891  the  Greer  Brothers  sold  the  piano  busi¬ 
ness  to  John  A.  Breckenridge  and  organized  the  New 
Castle  Sheet  and  Tin  Plate  Company.  He  was,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  tin  plate  industry  in 
the  United  States,  and  in  that  sphere  was  a1  “maker 
of  history.”  Prior  to  1891  Charles  Greer  had  been 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Shenango  Valley  Steel 
Company.  It  is  of  record  that  he  wrote  out  in  long 
hand  the  articles  of  the  company  and  the  agreement 
under  which  subscribers  purchased  the  capital  stock. 
Charles  Greer  was  secretary  of  both  corporations, 
a  position  which  he  held  in  the  tin  plate  company 
until  it  was  taken  over,  in  1899,  by  the  American 
Sheet  and  Tin  Plate  Company.  He  continued  with 
the  latter,  in  charge  of  the  accounting  department  of 
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both  the  Shenango  and  New  Castle  Works  until 
1908.  He  then  was  secretary  of  the  New  Castle 
Portland  Cement  Company  until  1914,  when  it  was 
sold  to  the  Lehigh  Portland  Cement  Company.  Mr. 
Greer’s  financial  interests  had  increased  in  variety 
and  importance  throughout  the  years.  From  1914  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1925,  he  was  retired  from 
the  active  direction  of  any  one  industry,  his  busi¬ 
ness  activity  being  confined  to  looking  after  the  vari¬ 
ous  enterprises  in  which  he  was  interested. 

Charles  Greer  was  versatile  and  had  the  normal 
man’s  liking  for  all  sorts  of  activities.  Fraternally,  he 
was  prominent,  being  affiliated  with  the  Masons,  as  a 
member  from  1892  of  the  Lodge  of  the  Craft,  No. 
4 33,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  on 
January  10,  1906,  became  a  charter  member  of  the 
New  Castle  Lodge,  No.  642,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  was  also  a  member  of  Delta  Chapter, 
No.  170,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Hiram  Council,  No. 
45,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  Lawrence  Comman- 
dery,  No.  62,  Knights  Templar;  the  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection,  and  the  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  As  a  lifelong  communicant 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Greer  was  a  leader  in 
religious  work;  first  at  King’s  Chapel,  Neshannock 
Township,  as  a  young  man,  and  later  in  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Castle.  Musi¬ 
cal  and  interested  in  providing  music  for  his  town, 
he  not  only  knew  good  music  when  he  heard  it, 
but  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
bringing  of  good  musicians  and  genuine  artists  to 
his  city.  There  were  few  worthy  projects  to  which 
Mr.  Greer  did  not  give  his  support.  How  much  he 
gave  to  help  those  less  fortunate  than  himself,  only 
the  recipients  of  his  benefactions  know.  He  did  not 
believe  in  letting  his  right  hand  know  what  his  left 
hand  did. 

Charles  Greer  died  February  5,  1925,  and  there 
passed  from  the  ken  of  New  Castle  one  of  its  most 
useful  and  inspiring  citizens.  To  the  inner  circle 
of  friends  and  relatives  a  loss  was  sustained  which 
only  they  realized  to  the  full.  His  was  a  life  and 
character  which  left  its  impress  on  others,  and  the 
good  he  did,  the  help  he  gave,  the  industries  which 
he  fostered,  are  the  true  monuments  to  his  career. 

Mr.  Greer  married  (first)  Mary  Parks,  of  Athens, 
who  died  in  1895,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  of  whom  two  survived  Mr.  Greer:  Herbert 
C.  Greer,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Mrs.  Amanda  (Greer) 
Love,  of  New  Castle.  In  1895,  Charles  Greer  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Grace  G.  Marquis,  member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  Millard  M.  Greer, 
a  student  in  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Grace  G.  (Marquis) 
Greer  is  the  daughter  of  Captain  Milton  S.  Marquis, 
a  biography  of  whom  follows. 


MILTON  S.  MARQUIS — Of  distinguished  ances¬ 
try,  and  himself  a  pioneer  in  the  transportation  and 
industrial  development  of  Pennsylvania,  Milton  S. 
Marquis,  not  only  achieved  a  remarkable  personal 
success  but  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  and 
prosperity  of  a  wide  section  of  the  Commonwealth. 
In  the  later  years  of  his  colorful  career  he  was  the 
organizer  and  the  president  of  the  Home  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  Castle,  and  was  a  director,  or  finan¬ 
cially  interested,  in  a  score  of  industrial  and  mer¬ 
cantile  concerns.  But  as  a  lad  he  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  pilots  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  later  on  the 
Ohio  “Cross  Cut”  Canal,  and  still  later  an  owner  of 
a  large  fleet  of  packet  boats  which  traversed  the  Erie 
Canal  and  its  branches  from  the  time  of  its  heyday 


to  the  post  Civil  War  years  when  this  mode  of  trans¬ 
portation  was  gradually  displaced  by  the  railroad. 

It  was  a  romantic  and  important  period  in  Amer¬ 
ican  history  in  which  Captain  Marquis  played  his 
first  picturesque  roles.  The  whole  question  of  the 
development  of  any  country  has  been  one  of  finding 
a  way  to  get  about.  The  Indian  trail,  the  rough  cut 
road  through  the  wilderness,  and  the  streams  made 
possible  the  settlement  of  regions  such  as  western 
Pennsylvania.  The  lack  of  better  transportation, 
later  prevented  their  growth;  it  was  of  little  use  to 
produce  things  unless  they  could  be  transported  to 
market  and  goods  brought  back.  The  canal  was 
hailed  as  the  solution  of  the  problem  and  the  build¬ 
ing  of  one  across  Lawrence  County  was  one  of  the 
biggest  events  in  its  annals.  The  Erie  Canal  was 
opened  in  1833,  and  the  Ohio  division  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  the  Cross  Cut  Canal,  was  opened  in  1838. 
Captain  Milton  S.  Marquis  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
was  awarded  a  pilot’s  license  for  the  Erie  Canal,  and 
three  years  later  was  sailing  between  Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland.  He  laid  the  foundations  of  his  fortune 
as  part  owner  of  a  fleet  and  was  a  prominent  figure 
in  water  transportation  circles  for  twenty-eight  years. 
He  was  also  a  pioneer  in  several  other  lines,  but  of 
that  later. 

Milton  S.  Marquis  was  born  March  15,  1830,  in 
Beaver  County,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Millen)  Marquis.  The  name  and  the  family  is  of 
Huguenot  origin,  its  forebears  being  among  those 
whom  religious  persecution  drove  from  their  homes 
and  possessions  in  France.  Branches  of  the  family 
were  established  at  that  time  in  England,  Scotland 
and  Switzerland,  the  last  mentioned  branch  still  being 
represented  in  Switzerland  as  late  as  1908,  when  it 
occupied  a  large  estate  near  Montreux.  The  pro¬ 
genitors  of  the  Marquis  family  in  America  migrated 
from  Letterkenny  to  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  in 
the  year  1720,  William  Marquis  and  his  wife  Mary 
eventually  removing  to  Virginia.  Their  son  James 
married  and  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters; 
the  sons  were:  William,  John,  James  and  Thomas. 
John  and  Thomas  settled  in  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  about  1775;  William  and  James  re¬ 
mained  in  Virginia.  The  northern  branch  of  the 
family  spelled  their  name  Marquis,  while  the  south¬ 
ern  families  retained  the  French  form,  Marques. 

The  above  mentioned  John  Marquis  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Captain  Milton  S.  Marquis,  and 
settled  in  the  western  part  of  Beaver  County,  then 
a  wilderness  better  known  to  the  forest  runner  and 
the  trapper  than  the  settler.  Grandfather  Samuel 
Marquis  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  one  was  John,  the 
father  of  Captain  Milton  S.  Marquis.  The  latter 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  and,  when  fifteen  years  old,  went  to  work  on  the 
river  boats  between  Beaver  and  Pittsburgh.  Within 
a  year  he  had  become  a  pilot  and  at  nineteen  was  a 
full-fledged  captain,  the  master  of  a  craft  running 
between  Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland  on  the  famous  old 
“Cross  Cut  Canal.”  He  had  the  natural  gift  for 
organization  and  a  judgment  in  business  matters  far 
beyond  his  age.  It  was  not  many  years  before  he 
became  a  boat  owner,  and  at  one  time  he  was  part 
owner  of  a  fleet  of  fourteen  boats.  As  has  already 
been  indicated,  Captain  Marquis  was  active  in  water 
transportation  circles  for  nearly  three  decades. 

Captain  Marquis  never  rested  upon  laurels  already 
won.  He  did  his  own  thinking  and  took  his  own 
chances.  When  perfected  mears  had  been  provided 
for  handling  the  heavier  products  of  the  mineral  re- 
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sources  of  his  section  of  the  State,  he  started  in  as 
a  pioneer  of  the  coal  and  lime  stone  industries,  and 
was  a  financial  backer  of  many  mercantile  and  real 
estate  enterprises.  In  1855  he  came  to  the  decision 
that  it  was  now  time  for  him  to  establish  a  per¬ 
manent  home,  and  New  Castle  was  chosen.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  his  limestone  business  and  other  interests, 
and  set  to  work  to  build  the  largest  brick  yards  in 
all  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Captain  Marquis  of 
the  Canal,  in  his  day  was  also  a  captain  of  indus¬ 
try.  He  had  the  Midas  touch,  the  gift  of  vision  and 
decision,  the  faith  which  could  see  ahead  and  the 
courage  to  back  his  faith  with  works.  If  he  profited 
by  his  efforts  he  also  shared  liberally  with  the  less 
skilled.  Generous  always,  and  a  liberal  contributor 
to  organized  philanthropic  organizations,  he  never¬ 
theless  always  preferred  the  personal  contact  with 
those  whom  he  desired  to  help,  and  wanted  always  to 
do  his  good  deed  away  from  the  limelight  of  public 
observation.  In  1901  he  retired  from  active  business 
and  for  nearly  two  years  traveled  extensively.  Later 
he  organized  the  Home  Trust  Company  of  New 
Castle,  which  was  another  of  his  successful  moves. 
A  Republican  in  his  early  political  faith,  in  later 
years  he  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibitionists. 
His  church  was  the  Methodist  Episcopal  of  New 
Castle,  of  which  he  was  a  member  and  a  foremost 
supporter  of  its  work. 

Milton  S.  Marquis  married  on  August  8,  1854, 
Martha  Stoffer,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy:  Elizabeth,  Laura,  Ida  M.,  William  H.,  Frank, 
Charles,  and  Grace  G.,  now  the  widow  of  Charles 
Greer  (q.  v.). 


ROBERT  PATTON  HABGOOD— From  a  ca¬ 
reer  begun  in  railroading,  Robert  Patton  Habgood, 
of  Bradford,  gradually  branched  into  other  activ¬ 
ities,  until  he  entered  newspaper  work.  His  news¬ 
paper  accomplishments  in  Bradford  have  been  wholly 
worth  while,  giving  him  prestige  and  standing  in  his 
community  because  of  his  utilization  of  the  columns 
of  the  “Star,”  of  this  city,  for  the  promotion  of  the 
best  civic  interests. 

Mr.  Habgood  was  born  at  Bellefonte,  Centre 
County,  on  May  21,  1871,  son  of  William  H.  and 
and  Sarah  (Sircombe)  Habgood  and  member  of  an 
old  family.  His  father  was  a  watchmaker  and 
jeweler.  In  the  public  schools,  Robert  Patton  Hab¬ 
good,  of  this  review,  received  his  formal  education, 
being  graduated  from  high  school  at  Renovo.  His 
first  work  was  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at 
Renovo,  then  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh 
Railway;  in  1888,  he  came  to  Bradford  with  his 
parents  to  live,  here  working  on  the  “cripple  track,” 
repairing  cars  and  the  like.  He  advanced  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  offices,  in  Bradford,  where  he  was  given  the 
position  of  time  keeper  for  the  general  system  of  the 
railroad.  Turning,  then,  to  a  wholly  different  kind 
of  activity,  he  became  interested  in  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  work  alt  Scranton,  Pennsylvamia, 
and  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Returning,  in  1899,  to  Bradford,  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  “Evening  Star,”  receiving  for  his  work 
the  insignificant  sum  of  twelve  dollars  per  week.  In 
1900,  he  was  advanced  to  editor  and  manager  of  the 
publication;  and,  in  1903,  was  owner  of  the  paper. 
Five  years  afterward,  in  1908,  he  bought  the  Brad¬ 
ford  “Daily  Record,”  which  was  founded  by  Senator 
Emery,  and  merged  it  with  the  “Evening  Star.”  In 
1922,  he  bought  the  “Sunday  Herald,”  adding  it  to 
the  organization  by  consolidating  it  with  the  “Star- 


Record,”  which  has  become  one  of  the  foremost 
papers  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Along  with  his  newspaper  activities,  Mr.  Hab¬ 
good  has  served  in  other  capacities,  having  contrib¬ 
uted  of  his  great  abilities  to  the  civic  interests  of 
Bradford.  Here  he  was,  from  1911  to  1915,  post¬ 
master  of  the  city.  In  1924,  he  was  once  more  ap¬ 
pointed  to  that  office,  in  which  he  continues  at  the 
time  of  writing  (1932).  In  1907  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature,  serv¬ 
ing  in  that  lawmaking  body  also  by  subsequent  re- 
election  in  1914.  In  1908  he  was  a  delegate-at-large 
to  the  national  Republican  convention,  having  been 
elected  so  to  serve  by  the  State  convention  of  his 
party.  His  services  to  his  party  have  also  in¬ 
cluded  three  years  in  the  county  chairmanship;  and, 
in  1907  and  1908,  he  was  elected  and  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  State  League  of  Republican  Clubs.  He 
is  active  in  the  National  Association  of  Postmasters, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  for 
three  years,  and  as  editor  of  the  “National  Postmas¬ 
ters’  Gazette,”  having  been  reelected  for  the  fourth 
year  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  in  September, 
19  32. 

Civic  and  social  life  have  won  his  interest;  and 
in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  various  bodies  of  York  and  Scottish  Rite,  as  well 
as  with  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  a  past  master  and  past  eminent  com¬ 
mander.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  a  past  exalted  ruler 
and  past  district  deputy,  the  Bradford  Club,  and 
the  Bradford  Country  Club.  His  church  is  the  Pres¬ 
byterian. 

Robert  Patton  Habgood  married  (first),  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1897,  Daisy  Heffner.  They  had  two  children: 
1.  Stuart,  who  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Mining  Engineer  from  Pennsylvania  State  College; 
he  was  killed  in  a  mine  accident  at  Scranton,  on 
August  1,  1929.  2.  Dorothy,  who  is  physical  direc¬ 
tor  at  the  senior  high  school  for  girls,  Plainfield, 
New  Jersey.  Mr.  Habgood  married  (second),  in 
New  York  City,  June  6,  1911,  Mary  Ann  Sheaffer. 
They  have  two  children:  1.  Robert  P.,  Jr.,  a  junior 
at  Princeton  University  (1932),  and  a  member  of 
the  ’varsity  crew  and  the  Cannon  Club.  2.  Mary 
Ann,  a  junior  at  high  school  (1932),  member  of  Girls 
Literary  Society  and  Harlequin  Club,  also  a  Golden 
Eaglet  Girl  Scout. 


JEROME  L.  STERNBERG— Prominent  in  the 
social,  business  and  professional  life  of  Erie,  in  his 
day  and  associated  with  some  of  the  leading  banks 
of  the  city,  Jerome  L.  Sternberg  was  an  influential 
man  of  affairs  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
power  was  extensive  in  financial  circles;  and  it  was 
a  power  that  he  always  used  for  the  promotion  of 
good  works  and  the  betterment  of  conditions  in  his 
community  and  among  his  fellowmen.  Sterling  integ¬ 
rity  and  utter  fairness  in  his  dealings  with  others 
seemed  an  essential  part  of  the  character  make-up 
of  this  bank  official  and  public-spirited  citizen;  and 
they  were  qualities  that,  in  his  nature,  were  based 
upon  sound  philosophic  attitudes  and  a  recognition  of 
his  place,  function  and  duty  in  organized  society. 
And  those  functions  and  duties  he  performed  well, 
faithfully  adhering  ever  to  lofty  guiding  principles, 
and  moulding  his  life  into  a  pattern  of  usefulness 
and  fine  living.  So  it  is  that  his  influence  still  lives 
and  will  continue  to  live. 

Mr.  Sternberg  was  born  on  April  8,  1845,  at  Seward, 
New  York,  son  of  Abraham  and  Annie  M.  Stern- 
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berg.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  banker  and  the 
owner  of  a  large  hop  farm,  as  well  as  an  extensive 
buyer  and  seller  of  hops.  He  lived  at  Seward,  New 
York,  on  the  old  land  grant  given  by  King  George  II. 
This  grant  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Sternberg 
family. 

It  was  in  the  public  schools  at  Seward  that  Jerome 

L.  Sternberg  received  his  early  education.  Later  he 
attended  Hartwick  Seminary,  at  Cooperstown,  New 
York,  and  then  matriculated  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  New  York.  Afterward  he  was  also  a 
student  at  the  Eastman  Business  College,  in  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  New  York. 

He  first  came  to  Erie  in  the  summer  of  1865,  when 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  took  a  position  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  Keystone  National  Bank.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  became  affiliated  with  the  First  National 
Bank,  with  which  he  served  at  first  in  the  same  ca¬ 
pacity.  He  acquired  many  friends  and  acquaintances 
in  the  course  of  his  long  and  useful  banking  career, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  still  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  had  re¬ 
tired  from  active  participation  in  the  work  of  the 
bank  however,  about  ten  years  before  his  passing, 
and  at  his  retirement,  he  was  vice-president  of  the 
bank.  He  was  at  all  times  highly  regarded  in  the 
banking  world;  and  it  was  typical  of  him  that,  when 
the  First  National  Bank  sought  to  obtain  his  services, 
he  insisted  upon  their  securing  permission  for  his 
withdrawal  from  the  Keystone  National  Bank  from 
the  directors  of  that  institution.  Always  considerate 
of  others,  he  possessed  a  deep  sense  of  obligation 
to  his  associates,  customers  and  friends;  and  he  was, 
as  a  result,  a  trusted  and  reliable  member  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  and  an  advisor  to  many 
on  important  private  and  civic  projects. 

Busy  as  he  was  with  his  professional  connection, 
Mr.  Sternberg  managed  to  contribute  liberally  of 
his  time  and  energies  to  the  civic  and  social  well¬ 
being  of  his  fellowmen  and  of  the  people  of  Erie. 
Here  he  was  valued  not  only  as  a  business  man  and 
a  citizen  of  rare  gifts  and  abilities,  but  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  numerous  organizations  that  were  active  in 
local  affairs.  He  served  faithfully  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education  of  Erie,  and  was  also  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  select  council.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
Erie  Electric  Motor  Company,  which  is  remembered 
by  many  older  residents  of  the  city  as  one  of  the 
outstanding  business  groups  of  its  day.  He  was  sec¬ 
retary,  too,  of  the  Erie  Cemetery  Association  and  of 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  He  was  also  active, 
for  a  time,  in  military  affairs,  having  been  a  captain 
in  the  New  York  State  National  Guard.  Each  of  the 
groups  with  which  he  was  connected,  regardless  of 
its  character  or  its  objects,  was  the  gainer  from  his 
participation  in  its  affairs  and  it  may  be  truly  said 
that  he  was  the  guiding  spirit  behind  many  a  useful 
movement  or  enterprise. 

Jerome  L.  Sternberg  was  a  man  who  was  strongly 
devoted  to  home  and  family  and  in  the  domestic  circle 
he  found  great  happiness.  He  married,  on  June  9, 
1868,  at  Erie,  in  the  home  of  the  bride’s  father,  Jessie 

M.  Lamb,  daughter  of  L.  L.  and  Miranda  Lamb. 
Her  father  was  president  of  the  Keystone  National 
Bank,  with  which  Mr.  Sternberg  himself  had  been 
associated,  and  was  also  organizer  and  president  of 
the  Dime  Savings  Bank.  The  Lamb  home  stood  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Masonic  Temple,  with 
which  Mr.  Sternberg  had  so  much  to  do  through  his 
membership  in  various  Masonic  bodies. 

Jerome  L.  and  Jessie  M.  (Lamb)  Sternberg  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children  who  survived  their 


father:  Jerome  L.,  Jr.,  Abraham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hay- 
wrood,  James  H.,  Mrs.  O.  C.  Collman,  Edward,  Mrs. 
J.  P.  Moder,  and  Mrs.  Donald  B.  Wheeler.  Mr. 
Sternberg  was  also  survived  by  his  wife  and  by 
seventeen  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Sternberg’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  June  20,  1932. 

The  death  of  Jerome  L.  Sternberg,  on  January  2, 
1922,  was  a  cause  of  deep  and  widespread  sorrow. 
For  he  was  widely  known  and  esteemed,  and  was 
recognized  as  a  leader  among  men  and  an  individual 
of  high  standing  and  usefulness,  devoted  to  Erie’s 
best  interests.  His  memory  will  be,  for  years  to 
come,  a  source  of  good  among  those  who  knew  and 
loved  him,  and  of  vast  encouragement,  satisfaction 
and  inspiration,  especially  to  the  younger  people  who 
were  privileged  to  be  associated  with  him. 


MARY  HARRIS  PEARSON— As  a  member  of 
the  various  patriotic  societies  of  the  State  and  Nation, 
Miss  Mary  Harris  Pearson  did  much  to  continue  the 
high  ideals  and  traditions  which  were  formulated  by 
her  ancestors  in  the  early  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
days  of  this  country. 

(I)  Benjamin  Pearson,  founder  of  the  Pearson 
family  in  America,  came  from  Yorkshire,  England, 
about  1715  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Among  his 
children  was  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

(T.  L.  Montgomery:  “Encyclopedia  of  Pennsylvania 
Biography,”  Vol.  XV,  p.  341.) 

(II)  Thomas  Pearson,  son  of  Benjamin  Pearson, 
married  Hannah  Blunston,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Blunston,  Jr.,  who  was  born  June  29,  1685,  and 
died  August  3,  1716,  and  his  wife,  Ann  Hunt,  born 
December  14,  1688,  and  died  January  26,  1751.  She 
was  the  granddaughter  of  John  Blunston,  Sr.,  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  Bickerstaffe,  who  died  August  4,  1692. 
John  Blunston,  Sr.,  was  very  prominent  in  Colonial 
days.  As  a  member  of  the  Free  Society  of  Trades,  he 
was  elected  one  of  a  committee  of  twelve  to  reside  in 
Pennsylvania  and  superintend  the  distribution  of  the 
land.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State  for 
the  government  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  counties  annexed  as  the  result  of  an  appointment 
made  by  William  Penn,  October  28,  1701.  In  the 
years,  1682-83,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Assembly,  and  again  in  1684-85-86-87-88-95.  In  1697 
he  was  speaker  of  the  Assembly,  holding  this  office 
also  in  1699,  1700  and  1701. 

{Ibid.  Papers,  Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames  of  America,  No.  608.) 

(III)  John  Pearson,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Blunston)  Pearson,  was  a  judge  in  Chester  County, 
Pennsylvania.  By  his  marriage  with  Ann  Bevan, 
December  16,  1763,  the  Pearson  family  became  allied 
with  the  prominent  Bevan  and  Wood  families  of 
Pennsylvania.  Ann  Bevan  was  the  granddaughter  of 
Evan  Bevan  and  Eleanor  Wood.  The  latter  was  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  Wood  who  had  come 
from  Bonsall,  Derbyshire,  England,  to  Pennsylvania 
in  1682.  George  Wood  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  with  others  of  that  faith 
had  left  their  native  land  to  settle  the  town  called 
Darby,  near  Philadelphia.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
First  Provincial  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  Bevan,  the  father  of  Evan  Bevan,  w^as  also 
a  member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly  for  the  years 
1687-95-98-1700.  He  was  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Philadelphia  County,  November  6,  1685,  and 
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the  same  for  Chester  County,  November  2,  1689.  He 
was  a  native  of  Glamorganshire,  Wales. 

(Ibid.) 

(IV)  Bevan  Pearson,  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Bevan) 
Pearson,  was  born  in  1773  and  died  in  1842.  He  lived 
near  Darby,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Bevan  Pearson  married,  October  25,  1795,  Ann 
Warner,  who  was  fifth  in  descent  from  William  War¬ 
ner  and  his  wife  Ann.  William  Warner  was  born  in 
Draycot,  parish  of  Blockley,  Worcestershire,  England, 
in  July,  1627,  and  died  in  Philadelphia  County,  in 
October,  1706.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  Parliamentary 
Army  and  came  to  America  about  1658,  purchasing 
land  on  the  Schuylkill  from  the  Indians.  He  named 
his  plantation,  “Blockley,”  from  his  native  parish; 
this  afterwards  became  the  name  of  the  township  also. 
William  Warner  was  a  member  of  Deputy  Governor 
Markham’s  Council  of  State  in  1681.  September  13, 
of  that  year,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  nine  justices 
under  Deputy  Governor  Markham  who  held  the  first 
court  at  Upland,  September  15,  1681.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  First  Provincial  Assembly  of  1682-83. 

(Ibid.) 

(V)  John  James  Pearson,  son  of  Bevan  and  Ann 
(Warner)  Pearson,  was  born  not  far  from  Darby 
(now  part  of  Philadelphia),  October  26,  1800,  and 
died  in  his  Harrisburg  home,  May  30,  1888.  In  his 
childhood,  he  was  taken  to  Mercer  County. 

He  chose  the  law  for  his  profession  and  began  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  During  his 
residence  in  Mercer  he  practiced  over  a  wide  area  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  including  Pittsburgh,  Erie, 
Butler  and  other  sections. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Pearson  (as  he  was  then)  was  a 
Whig  and  was  chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  of  that 
party  to  represent  them  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Senate,  being  several  times  reelected,  and  for  one 
term;  he  was  their  representative  in  Congress.  The 
tribute  of  a  reelection,  which  would  certainly  have 
been  offered  him,  was  prevented  by  his  appointment, 
during  Governor  Johnson’s  administration,  as  judge  of 
Dauphin  and  Lebanon  counties,  then  the  Twelfth 
Judicial  District.  The  new  constitution  required  a 
ten-year  term  and  he  was  elected,  serving  until  1882. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Whig,  and, 
when  the  Republican  party  was  founded,  identified 
himself  with  that  organization,  the  Democrats  had 
such  implicit  confidence  in  his  justice  and  impartiality 
that  they  would  never  nominate  an  opposing  candidate. 

Most  admirably  was  Judge  Pearson  fitted  for  the 
high  and  responsible  office  which  he  filled  with  honor 
for  so  many  years.  Deeply  versed  in  the  law  and 
delighting  in  the  study  and  application  of  its  princi¬ 
ples,  he  was  ready  to  meet  any  problem  and  to'  face 
any  emergency  or  crisis  with  the  evenness  and  poise, 
which  were  among  his  striking  characteristics,  and 
the  confidence  and  courage  born  of  conscious  ability 
and  an  habitual  regard  for  what  is  best  in  the  exercise 
of  human  activities.  He  was  of  distinguished  stature 
and  robust  frame.  Most  agreeable  in  conversation  and 
of  a  social  nature,  he  was,  withal,  habitually  reserved. 
Although  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  was  at 
heart  more  in  sympathy  with  the  Society  of  Friends, 
the  religion  of  his  forefathers. 

The  death  of  Judge  Pearson  was  a  distinct  loss  to 
the  entire  State  as  well  as  to  the  community,  but  the 
record  which  he  left  behind  him1  was  such  that  it  will 
ever  enrich  the  legal  annals  of  his  native  State  and 
cause  his  name  to  live  forever.  Words  which  had  been 


spoken  years  before  of  an  eminent  judge  of  New 
York  State  might  with  equal  truth  be  applied  to 
Judge  Pearson:  “When  the  ermine  rested  on  his 
shoulders  it  touched  nothing  less  spotless  than  itself.” 

John  James  Pearson  married  (first)  in  his  early 
manhood,  Ellen  Hays,  a  sister  of  General  Alexander 
Hays,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  whose  monument  is  on  the  battlefield  of  Gettys¬ 
burg. 

He  married  (second)  in  Harrisburg,  July  16,  1842, 
Mary  Harris  Briggs,  who  was  born  April  3,  1815.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Briggs  and  his  wife, 
Caroline  Elizabeth  (Hanna)  Briggs,  the  latter  being 
the  daughter  of  General  John  Andre  Hanna,  who  was 
born  in  1761  and  died  July  18,  1805,  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Read  (Harris)  Hanna.  John  Harris,  father  of 
Mary  Read  (Harris)  Hanna,  was  born  in  1726  and 
died  July  30,  1791,  and  was  very  prominent  in  Colonial 
affairs.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Harris,  the  first 
white  settler  upon  the  present  site  of  Harrisburg,  who 
came  from  Yorkshire,  England,  and  his  wife,  Esther 
(Say)  Harris.  John  Harris,  Jr.,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Pennsylvania,  west  of  the  Conewago 
hills,  who  lived  to  manhood.  He  was  commissioned 
ensign  in  the  Associated  Regiment  of  the  West  End 
of  Lancaster  County  on  the  Susquehanna  River  in 
1747  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  August  4, 
1748.  He  was  a  prominent  man  all  through  life  and 
was  responsible  for  many  important  treaties  with  the 
Indians.  He  was  also  the  founder  of  the  city  of 
Harrisburg.  John  Harris,  Jr.,  married,  in  November, 
1764,  Mary  Read,  who  was  born  in  1730,  and  died  in 
1787,  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  (McFarlan) 
Read.  Adam  Read  was  born  in  Aghalow,  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1703,  and  died  in  Hanover,  Lan¬ 
caster  County,  in  February,  1769.  He  was  commis¬ 
sioned  captain  in  the  Associated  Regiment  of  the  West 
End  of  Lancaster  County,  on  the  Susquehanna  River 
and  served  in  1747-48.  He  was  captain  in  the  pro¬ 
vincial  service  of  Pennsylvania  in  1755  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  Susquehanna  and  in  1756  was  in  charge 
of  the  frontier  of  Lancaster  County  in  command  of 
fifty  men.  May  4,  1758,  he  was  captain  of  the  3d 
Battalion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment  commanded 
by  William  Denny,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince,  and  participated  in  the  Forbes  Expedition  of  that 
year.  Adam  Read  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Lancaster  County,  October  16,  1752,  January  30, 
1761,  and  April  24,  1764. 

The  children  of  the  first  marriage  of  Judge  John 
James  Pearson  were  Alfred  and  Anna,  both  of  whom 
died  very  young.  By  his  second  wife,  Judge  Pearson 
was  the  father  of  the  following  children:  1.  Edward, 
deceased.  2.  Caroline,  deceased.  3.  Julia,  deceased. 
4.  Nellie,  deceased.  5.  William,  now  (1932)  prothono- 
tary  of  the  State  Supreme  Court  and  Superior  courts 
with  offices  in  Harrisburg.  6.  Mary  Harris,  of  whom 
further. 

(Ibid.) 

(VI)  Mary  Harris  Pearson,  daughter  of  Judge 
John  James  and  Mary  Harris  (Briggs)  Pearson,  was 
born  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  As  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Pearson  and  Allied  families,  she  did  much 
to  carry  on  the  work  they  started  and  to  combine  the 
high  ideals  and  lofty  principles  which  were  theirs. 
She  was  a  life-member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  a  member  of  the  Martha 
Washington  Society,  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America 
and  the  Magna  Charta  Dames  of  America. 
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Miss  Pearson  was  widely  known  throughout  her 
community  for  her  large  but  unostentatious  gifts  to 
charitable  institutions.  Miss  Pearson  also  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Harrisburg  Civic  Club.  Her  religious  affil¬ 
iations  were  with  St.  Stephen’s  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  Miss  Pearson  died  February  7,  1933* 

(Ibid.  Family  data.) 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  ROSS— To  the  better 
development  of  Ellwood  City,  Lawrence  County,  of 
which  he  was  a  resident  during  the  later  years  of  his 
life,  Benjamin  Franklin  Ross  contributed  greatly  and 
continuously.  He  was  one  of  its  leading  citizens  and 
business  men,  an  organizer  of  some  of  its  industries. 
He  was  a  native  Pennsylvanian,  born  in  Greene 
County,  March  28,  1866,  son  of  Abner  and  Margaret 
Ross.  His  father  was  a  teacher  and  county  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools  in  Greene  ounty,  member  of 
the  State  Senate,  and  a  retire  lumber  dealer  of 
Duquesne. 

Benjamin  F.  Ross  was  given  the  advantage  of  a 
grade  and  high  school  education,  before  he  started 
out  to  make  a  living  for  himself.  His  first  essay  into 
business  was  as  a  beginner  in  the  printing  industry, 
a  vocation  from  which  he  soon  turned.  Ambitious 
to  make  money  more  quickly,  he  secured  employment 
in  the  steel  mills  at  Homestead  near  Pittsburgh,  but 
eventually  gave  up  this  work  to  take  up  the  sale  of 
liquor  at  Homestead,  in  a  time  when  Volstead  was 
yet  to  be  heard  from.  Later  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  this  same  business  and  with  him 
operated  a  wholesale  concern  at  Duquesne.  In  1903 
he  was  a  wholesaler  of  alcoholic  beverages,  exclu¬ 
sively,  in  Ellwood  City,  where  he  was  ever  after  to 
make  his  home. 

No  single  business  could  occupy  all  of  Mr.  Ross’ 
time  or  give  an  outlet  to  his  indefatigable  energy. 
He  built  the  well-known  Ross  Block  in  Ellwood  City 
and  developed  other  business  and  private  properties. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  National  Lum¬ 
ber  Company,  a  concern  of  large  importance  and  of 
great  value  to  the  community.  Mr.  Ross  was  elected 
vice-president  of  this  corporation  and  gave  to  it  some 
of  the  best  of  his  ability,  skill  and  acumen.  He  was 
also  president  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  an 
enterprise  very  close  to  his  affections,  and  in  which 
he  took  a  great  pride. 

In  fraternal  orders  he  was  a  popular  figure  as  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  While  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  interested  in  the  campaigns  and  activities  of  this 
party,  Mr.  Ross  had  very  little  use  for  political 
preferment.  His  church  was  the  Baptist.  In  civic 
and  welfare  movements,  Mr.  Ross  was  always  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand.  His  generosity  was  prover¬ 
bial,  but  he  was  inclined  to  keep  secret  his  benefac¬ 
tions,  and  only  those  that  he  personally  helped  knew 
how  much  he  gave  and  did  for  the  unfortunate. 

On  April  30,  1888,  Benjamin  F.  Ross  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Jane  Smith,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  retired  agricul¬ 
turist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Frances,  who  married  C.  W.  Riley  and 
is  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Frances.  2.  Edna,  who 
married  H.  Jones  and  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Thomas. 
3.  Irene.  4.  Jesse,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and 
a  half  years. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Ross  died  at  his  home  in  Ell¬ 
wood  City,  September  22,  1914,  universally  mourned 


by  the  community  which  owed  so  much  to  his  enter¬ 
prise  and  civic-minded  citizenship.  He  had  added  to 
the  wealth  and  growth  and  betterment  of  Ellwood. 
His  life  had  been  exemplary  in  its  industry,  useful¬ 
ness  and  rightness  of  thought  and  deed.  In  the  per¬ 
manent  annals  of  Ellwood,  his  name  is  graven  large. 
The  concrete  results  of  his  citizenship  and  the  lives 
of  those  whose  careers  were  moulded  by  his  influence 
and  example,  these  are  the  finest  monuments  to  his 
memory. 


JACOB  B.  SCHROCK — After  having  devoted 
himself  to  educational  work  for  a  number  of  years 
during  the  earlier  part  of  his  career,  Mr.  Schrock 
became  identified  with  financial  and  business  affairs 
in  his  native  county,  Somerset  County.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Pine  Hill 
Fuel  Company  of  Berlin,  Somerset  County,  which  he 
helped  to  organize  and  of  which  he  is  now  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  superintendent  and  general  manager.  The  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  enterprise  is  largely  due  to  Mr.  Schrock’s 
ability,  energy  and  vision.  He  has  never  lost  his 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  for  many  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  local  school  board.  For 
the  last  few  years  he  has  also  served  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Legislature,  where  he  has  shown  him¬ 
self  to  be  an  exceptionally  capable  and  conscientious 
legislator.  He  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  and 
social  organizations  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
representative  men  of  the  county. 

Jacob  B.  Schrock  was  born  in  Stony  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  Somerset  County,  December  31,  1872,  a  son  of 
John  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Weigle)  Schrock.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  and  merchant  and  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  during  which  he  served  as  a  first  lieu¬ 
tenant  with  Company  H,  1st  Battalion,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Mr.  Schrock  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  region 
and  then  was  graduated,  in  1895,  from  the  South¬ 
western  State  Normal  School,  California,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  For  the  next  seven  years  he  taught  school  in 
Somerset  and  Elk  counties.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  as  clerk  at  Connellsville,  remaining  with 
this  railroad  for  two  years.  He  then  became  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Berlin,  Somerset 
County,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  to  serve  for 
thirteen  years,  resigning  this  position  to  become  sec¬ 
retary  to  the  Cooperative  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  in  which  office  he  continued  for  five  years. 
In  1916  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Pine 
Hill  Fuel  Company  of  Berlin,  becoming  its  vice- 
president  at  that  time.  More  recently  he  has  also  been 
the  superintendent  and  general  manager  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  headquarters  of  which  are  at  No.  601  Main 
Street,  Berlin.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Berlin 
Board  of  School  Directors  for  twenty  years  and  at 
present  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
Hood  College,  Frederick,  Maryland.  At  one  time 
Mr.  Schrock  also  served  on  the  Berlin  Board  of 
Health  and  at  various  other  times  he  has  held  other 
important  local  offices,  which  he  has  invariably  filled 
with  characteristic  ability  and  faithfulness.  In  1928 
he  was  elected  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  House  of 
Representatives  and  at  the  end  of  his  first  term,  in 
1930,  he  was  reelected.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Reformed  Church.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  and  several  Masonic  bodies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Knights  Templar  and  one  of  the  Penn- 
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sylvania  Temples,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Schrock  married  at  Berlin,  October  29,  1902, 
Edith  Zorn,  daughter  of  Jacob  J.  and  Jemima  (Stat- 
ler)  Zorn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schrock  have  no  chlidren. 

W.  E.  YEAGER — The  Community  Savings  and 
Loan  Company,  one  of  the  most  successful  business 
organizations  in  the  city  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  which  W.  E.  Yeager  is  the  secretary-treas¬ 
urer,  was  organized  by  a  group  of  leaders  in  the 
commercial  life  of  the  community,  of  whom  Mr. 
Yeager  was  one  of  the  principals.  In  the  ten  years 
that  the  association  has  been  in  existence,  under  Mr. 
Yeager’s  administration,  it  has  doubled  its  capital 
and  increased  to  a  very  large  extent  its  assets,  num¬ 
ber  of  accounts  and  loans.  Mr.  Yeager  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  forward-looking,  progressive  business 
men  of  Warren. 

Born  in  Luzerne  County,  December  20,  1892,  Mr. 
Yeager  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Malkemas) 
Yeager,  both  parents  natives  of  this  State,  the  for¬ 
mer,  who  was  a  salesman,  having  died  in  1912.  After 
passing  through  the  high  school  at  Hazleton,  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Eastern  Association  Training 
School  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  for 
four  years  was  employed  as  boys’  work  secretary  in 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  associations  at  Hazleton 
and  Warren.  Following  the  World  War,  he  entered 
upon  a  business  career  and  accepted  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  Warren  Oil  Company,  at  Warren,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  this  connection  until  1922.  It  was  in  the 
latter  year  that  he  helped  found  the  Community  Sav¬ 
ings  and  Loan  Company,  into  which  have  been  drawn 
a  number  of  the  leading  business  and  professional 
men  of  the  city  as  directors.  At  the  outset  Mr. 
Yeager  was  chosen  secretary-treasurer,  and  has  since 
held  this  dual  office.  C.  E.  Metzger,  also  one  of  the 
original  organizers,  was  the  first  president  of  the 
association  and  held  the  office  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  29,  1931.  The  actual  executive  and 
financial  responsibilities  have,  however,  devolved  upon 
the  secretary-treasurer  through  the  past  years,  and 
his  colleagues  are  free  to  state  that  the  principal  rea¬ 
son  for  the  association’s  advanced  position  is  his 
business  ability  and  the  courteous  treatment  that  is 
accorded  all  holders  of  accounts  and  all  applicants  for 
loans. 

The  original  capitalization  of  the  association  was 
$50,000,  and  this  has  since  been  enlarged  to  $100,000. 
The  assets  total  one-quarter  of  a  million  dollars.  In 
1931  the  association  carried  2,377  accounts.  In  the  pe¬ 
riod  that  it  has  been  doing  business,  it  has  incurred 
losses  represented  by  less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per 
cent. 

In  addition  to  the  office  of  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Community  Savings  and  Loan  Company  of  War¬ 
ren,  Mr.  Yeager  is  treasurer  of  the  Conewango 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  secretary-treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Community  System  Association.  During 
the  World  War  period  he  served  in  the  United  States 
Navy  with  the  rank  of  ensign.  He  is  a  member  and 
Past  Master  of  his  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Past  High  Priest  of  Occidental  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Past  Thrice  Illustrious  Master 
of  Occident  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ; 
Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Warren  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  Past  Sovereign  Prince  of  Couders- 
port  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem;  a  member  of 
the  Couder sport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite;  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Free  and 


Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  Erie  Court,  Royal 
Order  of  Jesters.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Veterans  of  For¬ 
eign  Wars,  and  the  American  Legion.  He  is  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Warren  Com¬ 
munity  Chest,  treasurer  of  the  Warren  Rotary  Club, 
a  member  of  executive  committee  of  the  Warren 
County  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  a  director 
of  the  Warren  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  treasurer  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church. 

W.  E.  Yeager  married,  in  1919,  Alice  M.  Hought- 
ling,  of  this  State,  and  they  have  a  son,  W.  E.,  II, 
who  was  born  May  12,  1928.  Mr.  Yeager  and  his 
family  have  their  residence  at  No.  404  Conewango 
Avenue,  Warren. 


OLIVER  PERRY  BELL — After  leaving  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  on  which  he  had 
been  a  locomotive  engineer  for  eighteen  years,  Oliver 
Perry  Bell  established  the  O.  P.  Bell  Construction 
Company,  of  which  he  became  president,  this  being 
one  of  the  largest  building  and  street  paving  concerns 
in  Northumberland  County.  Mr.  Bell  was  also  the 
founder  and  principal  owner  of  the  Central  Builders’ 
Supply  Company,  said  to  be  the  largest  manufacturer 
of  concrete  and  cinder  blocks  in  central  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  a  civic-spirited  resident  of  Sunbury, 
interested  in  all  that  made  for  the  advance  of  this 
thriving  community. 

Oliver  Perry  Bell  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1888,  a  son  of  Charles  T.  and  Sarah  E.  (Hill) 
Bell,  the  former  retired  from  active  business.  After 
attending  the  grade  and  high  schools  at  Williamsport, 
he  came  to  live  in  Sunbury,  and  went  to  work  as  an 
engine  driver  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  At  the 
end  of  a  period  filled  with  many  years  of  faithful 
service,  he  resigned  and  entered  business  on  his  own 
account,  the  O.  P.  Bell  Construction  Company  and 
the  Central  Builders’  Supply  Company  being,  with 
their  properties  and  good-will,  the  results  of  his 
enterprise  and  organizing  ability. 

The  O.  P.  Bell  Construction  Company,  since  it 
began  business  in  1902,  has  erected  more  than  one 
hundred  buildings,  this  number  including  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  Ward  Company  Building,  the  Beck  Building, 
the  Pennsylvania  Fuel  and  Oil  Company  Building, 
of  Sunbury;  the  Masonic  Temple  and  the  Bennett 
Building  at  Montoursville;  and  the  Tydol  gas  sta¬ 
tion  at  Milton.  Many  residential  structures  might  be 
added  to  this  list.  The  company  has  also  built  more 
than  forty-two  miles  of  concrete  highway  in  North¬ 
umberland  County  and  neighboring  counties.  In  1929, 
it  is  said,  it  built  more  miles  of  concrete  roads  than 
any  other  firm  or  concern  in  the  State,  and  included 
in  these  figures  are  forty  bridges,  showing  the  impor¬ 
tance  and  difficulties  of  the  work.  It  has  laid  down 
most  of  the  paved  streets  in  Sunbury.  The  company 
has  the  most  modern  road-building  equipment  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  The  Central  Builders’  Supply 
Company  has  its  plant  at  Island  Park,  near  Sunbury, 
where  it  covers  from  five  to>  six  acres  of  ground.  It 
has  a  capacity  of  1,000,000  cement  or  cinder  blocks 
per  annum.  In  addition,  the  company  owns,  at  Chula- 
sky,  a  400,000-ton  slag  bank,  where  there  is  installed 
a  two  hundred-ton-a-day  crusher.  In  the  season  of 
their  heaviest  operations  both  companies  employ  more 
than  three  hundred  men,  on  an  average. 

Mr.  Bell  was  affiliated  with  McClay  Lodge,  No. 
632,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Chapter  No.  174, 
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Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mt.  Hermon  Commandery,  No. 
85,  Knights  Templar;  Zembo  Temple,  Ancient  Ara¬ 
bic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Harris¬ 
burg;  and  Valley  of  Williamsport  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  also,  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  (honorary).  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Sunbury  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a 
trustee  of  Mary  M.  Packer  Hospital,  an  organizer 
and  director  of  the  West  Side  Cemetery  Company, 
a  member  of  the  Tau  Phi  Sigma  (local)  Fraternity, 
and  a  member  of  the  Sunbury  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  also  a  trustee.  His  politics  were  those 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

Oliver  Perry  Bell  married,  at  Sunbury,  Della  G. 
Stahl,  and  they  had  a  daughter,  Betty  Jean,  a  pupil 
in  grade  school.  Mr.  Bell  had  his  executive  offices 
in  the  Montgomery  Ward  Building,  and  the  family 
home  is  at  Island  Park,  Sunbury. 

Mr.  Bell  died  September  9,  1932,  in  his  forty-fourth 
year,  deeply  mourned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 


HENRY  SEIDEL  THROM — Though  his  active 
career  as  a  lawyer  was  busy  and  successful,  H.  Seidel 
Throm  was  even  more  widely  known  for  his  many 
contributions  to  worthy  causes  and  movements  in 
Berks  County  and  throughout  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State.  He  won  particular  note  for  his  work  in  help¬ 
ing  smaller  churches  to  raise  funds  for  building  or 
rebuilding  purposes.  Through  these  volunteer  cam¬ 
paigns,  during  which  he  served  without  recompense 
of  any  kind,  he  became  known  as  the  “Church 
Builder.”  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  full  value 
of  Mr.  Throm’ s  life  to  the  people  among  whom  he 
lived.  The  constructive  influences  of  a  career  such 
as  his  increase  with  the  passing  years  and  always 
remain  a  force  for  good. 

Mr.  Throm  was  born  at  Reading,  on  February  19, 
1871,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city.  Subsequently  he  completed 
special  work  at  Carroll  Institute  and  then  entered 
Lafayette  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1895.  Meanwhile  he  had  decided  to  become  a  lawyer 
and  accordingly  read  law  in  the  office  of  the  late 
Isaac  Hiester  of  Reading.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Berks  County  bar  on  November  14,  1898,  and  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania'  on  March  4,  1901. 
In  his  independent  practice,  Mr.  Throm  proved  him¬ 
self  an  able  counselor,  diligent  on  behalf  of  his 
clients,  largely  successful,  but  always  faithful  to  the 
highest  ideals  of  his  profession.  He  enjoyed  a  good 
practice  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Early  in  his  career,  Mr.  Throm  became  active  in 
various  other  phases  of  the  life  of  this  section.  Years 
ago  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the 
Berks  County  Agricultural  Society  and,  after  the 
resignation  of  Cyrus  T.  Fox,  became  secretary,  hold¬ 
ing  that  position  for  twelve  years.  During  four  years 
of  that  period,  he  was  the  local  representative  of  the 
Eastern  Trotting  Association. 

Mr.  Throm’s  major  outside  interest  in  later  life, 
however,  was  his  work  for  the  preservation,  renova¬ 
tion  and  rebuilding  of  old  churches,  or  the  building 
of  new  churches  by  established  congregations.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  twelve  years  of  his  life  he  initiated  no 
less  than  eighteen  such  church  campaigns  through¬ 
out  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  chiefly  among 


Lutheran  and  Reformed  congregations.  He  gave  his 
services  free,  paying  even  his  own  expenses  and  al¬ 
ways  insisting  that  everyone  connected  with  the  drive 
do  the  same  so  that  all  sums  raised  should  be  free 
and  clear.  Mr.  Throm  had  the  faculty  of  getting 
other  people  interested  in  their  common  task  and 
filling  them  with  enthusiasm.  He  never  lost  sight  of 
the  fact  that  building  was  a  practical  matter  and 
impressed  that  fact  on  the  congregations.  Under  his 
guidance  petty  factional  disputes  were  laid  aside, 
efficient  and  enjoyable  methods  of  solicitation  were 
devised,  and  the  whole  work  carried  on  with  tremen¬ 
dous  enthusiasm  and  zest.  His  methods  resulted  in 
the  acquisition  by  the  various  congregations  of  prop¬ 
erty  valued  at  over  $1,500,000  in  recent  years.  Mr. 
Throm  further  took  particular  pains  to  point  out  to 
congregations  that  churches  have  no  earning  power 
and  that  bonding  a  church  debt  is  bad  policy,  because 
enthusiasm  inevitably  wanes  after  the  dedication  of 
the  church  and  in  addition  the  interest  charges  con¬ 
stitute  a  further  burden.  He  always  insisted  that 
forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  price  be  raised  before  con¬ 
tracts  were  executed  and  that  the  total  sum  should 
be  practically  complete  when  the  church  was  finished. 
Members  of  churches  were  further  advised  that  if  at 
all  possible,  they  should  use  materials  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  churches  which  were  representative 
of  the  locality  of  the  State.  This  was  particularly 
carried  out  in  the  construction  of  St.  Jacob’s  Church 
at  Jacksonville,  where  native  Blue  Mountain  stone 
was  exclusively  used.  This  church  is  very  much 
admired  by  strangers  who  pass  through  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  Berks  County.  The  cost  was  approxi¬ 
mately  $125,000,  and  $80,000  was  raised  during  the 
first  campaign.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  all 
accounts  were  audited,  including  acounts  of  the  build¬ 
ing  committee,  and  a  report  posted  at  the  church. 

In  addition  to  the  building  campaigns  mentioned 
above,  Mr.  Throm  also  organized  church  liquidating 
debt  campaigns  and  campaigns  for  the  establishment 
of  Church  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  aggregating  an 
amount  in  excess  of  $200,000.  Campaigns  were  in¬ 
augurated  at  the  following  churches  in  the  order 
mentioned:  Bern  Union  Church,  Bern  Township;  St. 
Paul’s  Union  Church,  Amityville;  Maidencreek  Union 
Church,  Blandon;  Evangelical  Church,  West  Lawn; 
St.  John’s  Reformed  Church,  Schuylkill  Haven; 
Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Tamaqua;  St.  Jacob’s 
Union  Church,  Jacksonville;  Jordan  Reformed 
Church,  Walberts;  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
of  the  Advent,  West  Lawn;  Bethlehem  Reformed 
Church,  Bethlehem;  St.  Clair  Reformed  Church, 
Schuylkill  County;  Muddy  Creek  Union  Church, 
Muddy  Creek;  St.  Luke’s  Union  Church  Shoe- 
makersville;  Redeemer  Lutheran  Church,  Eighteenth 
Ward,  Reading;  and  Alsace  Reformed  Church,  Read¬ 
ing.  As  Mr.  Throm  truly  said,  the  great  work  done 
in  this  connection  was  for  the  benefit  of  all  coming 
generations  as  well  as  our  own.  His  part  in  the  suc¬ 
cessful  completion  of  so  many  church  campaigns  is 
of  lasting  value,  benefiting  those  who  will  live  in 
years  to  come. 

Mr.  Throm  was  an  active  member  of  Christ  Episco- 
pal  Church  at  Reading,  the  Lafayette  Alumni  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Berks  County,  the  University  Club,  the 
Wyomissing  Club,  and  the  Historical  Society  of 
Berks  County.  Recently  the  last  named  organization, 
feeling  the  necessity  of  a  large  membership,  put  on 
a  drive  to  increase  the  enrollment  by  eight  hundred. 
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The  entire  matter  was  placed  in  Mr.  Throm’s  charge 
as  chairman  and  he  worked  out  plans  which  were  in 
full  progress  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Throm 
was  also  a  member  of  the  council  and  of  the  program 
committee  of  the  Historical  Society.  Fraternally,  he 
was  affiliated  with  Isaac  Hiester  Lodge,  No.  660, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  great  order 
was  a  member  of  many  higher  bodies,  including 
Reading  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Rajah  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

H.  Seidel  Throm  married  Sara  E.  Kissinger,  who 
survives  him  with  their  daughter,  Ruth,  now  the  wife 
of  Charles  W.  Detweiler  of  Reading,  and  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Charles  Henry  Detweiler. 

Mr.  Throm  died  on  November  25,  1931,  following 
a  brief  and  sudden  illness.  He  was  in  his  sixty-first 
year.  In  the  city  and  county  which  had  come  to  value 
his  citizenship  and  influence  so  highly,  his  death  was 
a  source  of  deep  regret.  Mr.  Throm’s  services  had 
been  sought  for  worthy  causes  not  only  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  but  in  other  states  and  sections  as  well. 
He  was  always  willing  to  serve  when  convinced  that 
he  could  genuinely  be  of  service,  and  his  fine  ener¬ 
gies  and  talents  were  always  at  the  call  of  either 
individuals  or  institutions  if  they  had  need  of  them. 
He  was  invariably  generous,  considerate  of  others 
and  kind,  helping  to  make  this  world  a  better  place 
for  those  with  whom  he  shared  the  obligations  and 
privileges  which  life  brings  to  us  all. 


EDWIN  BOWER — There  is  a  long  record  of 
military  service  in  the  family  of  which  Edwin  Bower 
of  Middleburg,  was  a  member  and  it  is  also  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania. 
From  Colonial  days  his  ancestors  have  been  closely 
allied  with  the  activities  that  were  instrumental  in 
producing  the  present  conditions  of  government.  On 
both  sides  his  ancestors  were  pioneer  settlers  in 
Montgomery  County  and  in  the  Susquehanna  and 
Juniata  valleys.  They  fought  in  the  Colonial  wars 
and  in  the  Revolution,  in  the  War  of  1812  and  in  the 
Civil  War.  His  grandfather,  Captain  Frederick 
Evans,  commanded  the  artillery  that  defended  Fort 
McHenry  during  the  War  of  1812,  when  Francis 
Scott  Key  was  inspired  to  write  the  “Star  Spangled 
Banner,”  and  Mr.  Bower  had  in  his  possession  one 
of  the  bombshells  that  fell  into  the  fort  from  the 
British  guns  and  which  have  been  labelled  “Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1813.”  His  ancestor,  General  Lewis  Evans, 
fought  in  the  Revolution.  He  was  his  great-grand¬ 
father,  and  the  other  great-grandfather,  Thomas 
Jones  Davis,  was  a  surgeon  in  the  army  of  General 
Jackson  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Bower 
had  a  handkerchief,  hand  painted,  that  was  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Surgeon  Davis,  and  also  owned  a  portrait  of 
President  Monroe  that  was  painted  by  John  Neagle. 

Edwin  Bower  was  born  at  Middleburg,  Snyder 
County,  September  16,  1863,  and  died  May  27,  1932. 
He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Kremer) 
Bower,  both  now  deceased.  His  father  was  active  in 
the  affairs  of  the  State  and  County  Democratic  party 
and  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  being  a  member 
in  that  body  of  the  committee  on  banks,  and  its  chair¬ 
man.  At  various  times  he  was  engaged  in  railroad 
construction  in  the  South,  the  wholesale  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  farming  and  sawmill 
operation.  Catherine  Kremer  was  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Congressman  George  Kremer. 

After  completing  the  courses  in  the  elementary 
schools  of  Middleburg,  Edwin  Bower  entered  the 


employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  remaining  in 
its  service  for  twenty-five  years  and  afterward  en¬ 
gaging  in  agriculture.  For  many  years  he  was  active 
in  Democratic  affairs  and  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Snyder  County  Democratic  Committee.  He  filled 
the  office  of  councilman  in  Verna  Borough  for  ten 
years  and  in  1931  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  Middleburg  Borough.  Since  1910  he  had  been 
very  active  in  the  work  of  the  Snyder  County  His¬ 
torical  Society  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  serv¬ 
ing  as  its  vice-president. 

Edwin  Bower  married,  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1890,  Jessie  B.  Youmans,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  one  son,  Thomas  Herbert,  born  in  1891. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio  State  University  and  is 
an  engineer  by  profession.  During  the  World  War 
he  served  as  chief  engineer  in  the  merchant  marine 
and  is  now  engaged  in  his  profession  in  Turkey. 


ADRIAN  J.  COLLINS — By  profession  an  elec¬ 
trical  engineer,  Mr.  Collins,  since  his  return  to 
civilian  life  after  extensive  service  in  the  United 
States  Army  during  the  World  War,  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company,  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  important  industrial  estab¬ 
lishments  of  Erie.  Of  this  company  he  is  now  and  for 
a  number  of  years  past  has  been  the  secretary,  and 
in  that  capacity  has  made  important  contributions  to 
the  development  and  prosperity  of  the  company. 
Though  he  has  never  sought  or  held  public  office, 
he  has  always  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  has  identified  himself  closely  with  the 
civic  progress  of  Erie. 

Adrian  J.  Collins  was  born  at  Sydney,  Australia, 
March  22,  1891,  a  son  of  Dr.  P.  J.  and  Margaret 
(Bourke)  Collins.  His  father,  who  is  a  physician,  is 
a  native  of  Ireland,  his  mother  of  Australia.  Mr. 
Collins  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Australia  and  then  attended  for  a  short 
time  one  of  that  country’s  colleges.  After  coming  to 
the  United  States  he  engaged  in  electrical  engineer¬ 
ing  work  and  was  employed  by  the  Burke  Electrical 
Engineering  Company,  until  he  volunteered  for  mili¬ 
tary  service  during  the  World  War.  After  his  enlist¬ 
ment  he  was  assigned  to  the  motor  transport  service, 
with  which  he  saw  overseas  service  with  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Expeditionary  Forces,  in  France.  At  the  time 
of  his  honorable  discharge  from  active  military  serv¬ 
ice  he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant,  senior  grade.  After 
his  return  to  civilian  life  he  became  associated  with 
the  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company  of  Erie,  of 
which  he  was  later  made  secretary.  The  other  of¬ 
ficers  of  this  company  are:  Alexander  Jarecki,  Mr. 
Collins’  father-in-law,  president;  Albert  Jarecki,  vice- 
president;  Robert  Jarecki,  vice-president;  A.  A. 
Moody,  vice-president;  Carl  A.  Jarecki,  the  brother 
of  Mrs.  Collins,  treasurer  and  assistant  secretary. 

The  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Erie 
dates  back  to  1852,  when  it  was  started  in  a  small 
and  modest  way.  In  that  year  the  late  Henry  Jarecki 
engaged  under  his  own  name  in  the  manufacture  of 
cast  iron  fittings,  brass  valves  and  other  similar 
articles,  in  a  small  factory.  The  business  has  enjoyed 
steady  growth  and  prosperity  since  the  beginning.  In 
1867  the  first  branch  was  opened  at  Pithole,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Today  the  company  has  branches  in  all  of 
the  principal  oil  producing  centers  of  the  United 
States.  Henry  Jarecki  began  to  produce  oil  well 
supplies  soon  after  the  discovery  of  oil  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  At  that  time  his  equipment  was  very  modest. 
In  1866  the  plant  was  moved  from  its  original  loca- 
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tion  on  State  Street,  Erie,  to  Ninth  and  Holland 
streets.  Twenty  years  afterwards,  in  1886,  another 
move  became  necessary  in  order  to  supply  the  needed 
space  for  the  steadily  growing  business  and  at  that 
time  the  company  moved  to  Twelfth  and  Chestnuts 
streets,  Erie.  It  remained  there  until  1925,  when  it 
was  moved  again,  to  its  present  site  at  No.  1503  West 
Twelfth  Street.  More  than  400,000  square  feet  of 
floor  space  are  available  here  and  the  company  em¬ 
ploys  on  the  average  of  more  than  five  hundred 
people.  Its  products  are  distributed  throughout  the 
entire  civilized  world.  The  business  was  incorporated 
in  1897  as  the  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
Mr.  Charles  Jarecki,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Collins  as  its  first  president.  He  continued  in 
this  office  until  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Alexander  Jarecki,  Mrs.  Collins’  father. 
Charles  Jarecki  was  a  man  of  unusual  executive 
ability  and  also  possessed  exceptional  talents  as  an 
inventor.  The  company  still  owns  many  valuable 
patents  issued  on  devices  invented  and  perfected  by 
him. 

Mr.  Collins  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Club,  the 
Kahkwa  Club,  the  Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  Erie  Community  Chest,  of  which  latter  he  is  a 
director. 

At  Erie,  in  1919,  Mr.  Collins  married  Frances  M. 
Jarecki,  of  Erie,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Lucie 
(McBrier)  Jarecki.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins,  who  make 
their  home  at  No.  520  West  Sixth  Street,  Erie,  are 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Kevin,  who  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1925. 


JAY  C.  BOOHER,  M.  D. — For  a  period  of  forty 
years,  Jay  C.  Booher  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  at  Falls  Creek,  Clearfield 
County.  Dr.  Booher  is  one  of  the  prominent  figures 
of  this  section,  enjoying  a  large  and  prosperous 
practice. 

Born  in  Armstrong  County,  on  March  20,  1867,  Dr. 
Booher  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Ann  (Bowser) 
Booher,  both  natives  of  Armstrong  County  and  both 
now  deceased.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occup¬ 
ation.  Dr.  Booher  was  the  ninth  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  After  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in 
local  public  schools,  he  attended  Reed  Institute  in 
Clarion  County  and  then  Clarion  Normal  School.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  decided  upon  a  medical  career 
and  accordingly  entered  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Medical  College,  now  a  part  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh.  From  that  institution  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  March, 
1892.  In  the  same  year  Dr.  Booher  located  at  Falls 
Creek,  to  begin  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
since  that  time  his  activities  have  centered  in  this 
community.  With  the  passing  years  the  demands  on 
his  services  steadily  increased,  and  he  became  one  of 
the  best  known  medical  men  of  this  section.  He  car¬ 
ries  on  a  general  practice,  both  medical  and  surgical. 

Dr.  Booher  has  been  a  surgeon  for  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  for  the  past  thirty  years  and  also, 
for  a  like  period,  consulting  surgeon  for  the  Elk 
Tanning  Company.  Aside  from  his  professional  con¬ 
nections,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In 
the  Masonic  Order  he  is  a  member  of  all  higher 
bodies,  including  the  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  the  Commandery  of  the  Knights  Templar, 
the  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  and  the  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 


Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Dr.  Booher  attends  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Jay  C.  Booher  married  Sarah  Jane  Carrier,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Sarah,  now 
the  wife  of  Ward  Kline  of  Pittsburgh. 


HARRY  FRANK  STAMBAUGH— An  active 
member  of  the  Pittsburgh  bar  for  more  than  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century,  Harry  Frank  Stambaugh  has  been 
associated  during  his  entire  period  of  professional 
practice  with  the  well-known  firm  of  Watson  and 
Freeman,  and  since  1915  has  been  a  member  of  this 
firm.  He  has  devoted  himself  to  general  civil  prac¬ 
tice  and  in  the  special  field  of  constitutional  and  cor¬ 
poration  law  has  achieved  an  authoritative  reputa¬ 
tion.  His  services  are  consulted  by  many  important 
interests. 

Mr.  Stambaugh  was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  February  22,  1880,  a  son  of  Samuel  P.  and 
Mary  (Henry)  Stambaugh.  His  father,  now  deceased, 
devoted  his  life  to  education,  serving  as  principal  of 
several  schools  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

Harr}r  Frank  Stambaugh  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Harrisburg,  and 
following  his  graduation  from  high  school  entered 
Princeton  University,  where  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1902  upon  the  completion  of  the 
required  course.  His  high  scholastic  standing  won 
him  a  graduate  fellowship,  and  in  1903  he  took  the 
further  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Meanwhile,  he 
had  decided  upon  a  legal  career  and  accordingly 
enrolled  at  Harvard  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
in  1906.  For  two  of  his  three  years  there,  he  was  an 
editor  of  the  “Harvard  Law  Review.”  Soon  after 
completing  his  legal  course,  Mr.  Stambaugh  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Allegheny  County.  In  the  same  year  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  legal  firm  of  Watson  and  Freeman, 
with  which  he  has  always  been  associated  in  his  prac¬ 
tice.  In  1915,  the  merit  of  his  services  won  him  a 
partnership  in  the  firm  then  composed  of  the  late 
David  T.  Watson  and  John  M.  Freeman.  The  offices 
of  the  firm  are  situated  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Building, 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Stambaugh  has  been  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Law  School  of  Duquesne  University,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  since  1913,  lecturing  on  constitutional  and 
corporation  law.  As  a  director  of  several  manufac¬ 
turing  companies,  he  has  brought  to  the  direction  of 
their  affairs  the  same  soundness  of  judgment  and 
breadth  of  outlook  which  have  distinguished  his  legal 
career.  Mr.  Stambaugh  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bar  Association,  the  Allegheny  County  Bar 
Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  is  an  associate  member  of  the  Association 
of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York.  Aside  from 
his  professional  connections,  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  civic  and  benevolent  enterprises  and  has 
given  them  his  hearty  support.  He  is  now  vice- 
president  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  D.  T.  Watson  Home  for  Crippled  Children. 
Mr.  Stambaugh  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  faith,  being  a  member  of 
Sewickley  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Duquesne  Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Edge- 
worth  Club  and  the  Harvard- Yale-Princeton  Club 
of  Pittsburgh. 

On  July  5,  1924,  at  Riverton,  New  Jersey,  Harry 
Frank  Stambaugh  married  Elizabeth  Collin.  They 
have  one  son,  Henry  Collin,  born  June  8,  1928,  and 
one  daughter,  Joan  Elizabeth  Collin,  born  June  10, 1932. 
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WALT  WHITMAN — Just  past  forty  years  of 
age  Mr.  Whitman  has  already  to  his  credit  almost 
two  decades  of  successful  work  as  a  teacher  and  as 
an  educational  administrator.  His  entire  professional 
career  so  far  has  been  devoted  to  the  public  school 
system  of  his  native  State,  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
he  himself  is  a  product.  Mr.  Whitman  is  well  known 
in  educational  circles  in  western  Pennsylvania,  having 
served  as  a  teacher  or  principal  in  various  towns  in 
Venango  County,  his  own  native  County.  More  re¬ 
cently  he  has  been  supervising  principal  of  the  public 
schools  of  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County.  In 
this  capacity  he  has  again  met  with  marked  success. 
The  schools  under  his  direction  are  being  maintained 
on  a  very  high  level  of  efficiency  and  have  steadily 
extended  their  usefulness  to  and  influence  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Since  coming  to  New  Wilmington,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
man  has  also  taken  an  active  and  effective  part  in 
other  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and  as  a  result 
has  become  very  popular. 

Walt  Whitman  was  born  at  Cooperstown,  Venango 
County,  January  13,  1893,  a  son  of  Hiram  W.  and 
Leona  (Vincent)  Whitman.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Franklin,  Venango  County,  while  his  mother  was 
born  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  The  former,  who  died 
in  1904,  was  a  farmer  throughout  his  life.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
man  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Utica,  graduating  from  the  local  high  school  there 
in  1911.  He  then  attended  Edinboro  State  Teachers’ 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1913.  Later 
he  studied  at  Thiel  College,  Greenville,  graduating 
from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1925.  He  has  also  done  post-graduate  work 
at  Ohio  State  University  in  Columbus  and  at  Grove 
City  College.  Immediately  following  his  graduation 
from  the  State  Teachers’  College  in  1913,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
man  commenced  his  career  as  a  teacher  and  for  the 
next  year  taught  school  in  Allegheny  County.  Then 
he  became  principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Polk, 
Venango  County,  in  which  position  he  continued  for 
three  years  and  until  he  entered  the  United  States 
Army  for  the  World  War.  He  was  in  active  service 
eleven  months,  being  stationed  at  Camp  Lee,  where 
he  was  attached  to  the  replacement  camp.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  honorable  discharge  from  active  military 
service  in  January,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant.  Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life  Mr.  Whit¬ 
man  resumed  his  educational  activities  and  for  the 
next  two  years  served  as  principal  of  the  public 
schools  of  Richland  Township,  Venango  County. 
Next  he  was  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Clin- 
tonville  Township,  Venango  County,  for  three  years, 
and  then  supervising  principal  of  the  public  schools 
of  Rockland  Township,  Venango  County,  for  six 
years.  In  1928  Mr.  Whitman  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position,  that  of  supervising  principal  of  the 
public  schools  at  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence 
County.  His  long  experience  and  his  exceptional 
administrative  and  executive  ability,  combined  with 
keen  understanding  of  and  an  equally  keen  sympathy 
for  the  problems  of  young  people,  have  enabled  Mr. 
Whitman  to  fill  the  various  positions,  which  he  has 
held  so  far,  with  much  success.  In  the  several  com¬ 
munities,  in  which  he  has  been  a  resident  from  time 
to  time,  he  has  invariably  been  very  popular,  and 
the  schools,  which  have  been  in  his  charge  at  differ¬ 
ent  times  during  his  career,  have  always  benefited 
by  his  administration.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Education  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Education  Association,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  American 
Legion,  and  several  fraternal  organizations,  the  latter 


including  the  following :  Lodge  No.  59,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Lodge  No.  580,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  the  Men’s 
Brotherhood  of  which  he  is  president. 

Mr.  Whitman  married,  in  June,  1918,  Cecelia  Al¬ 
len,  of  Greenville,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
E.  Allen.  Mrs.  Allen,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  a 
Miss  Byers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitman  are  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Harry  Floyd,  Helen  May,  Vincent 
Allen,  Donald  Eugene,  and  Kenneth  Milton  Whit¬ 
man. 


GEORGE  H.  HABERLEN— As  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  public  schools  of  Salem  Township,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  George  H.  Haberlen,  a  resident  of 
New  Alexandria,  has  served  well  his  fellowmen  in 
widely  varying  walks  of  life.  In  a  number  of  differ¬ 
ent  communities  of  this  Commonwealth,  he  has  been 
either  a  teacher  or  a  school  administrator;  and,  com¬ 
bining  business  experience  with  his  professional  work, 
has  had  a  background  that  fits  him  admirably  for 
the  position  that  he  holds  today. 

Mr.  Haberlen  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  Town¬ 
ship,  Westmoreland  County,  on  January  19,  1889,  son 
of  August  F.  and  Anna  (Furry)  Haberlen.  His 
father,  a  native  of  East  Huntingdon  Township, 
Westmoreland  County,  is  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  mother,  a  native  of  this  State,  born  near  Latrobe, 
died  in  January,  1894. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  George  H. 
Haberlen  received  his  early  education,  also  attending 
high  school  there  and  being  graduated  in  1908.  He 
then  taught  school  for  two  years  in  Mount  Pleasant 
Township,  after  which  he  became  a  student  at  Gettys¬ 
burg  College,  where  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  with  the  class  of  1914-  Teaching  for  two 
years  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Township  High  School, 
he  was  for  four  years  a  teacher  at  Arnold  High 
School,  at  Arnold,  Westmoreland  County,  and  was 
for  four  years  supervising  principal  of  the  schools 
of  Ligonier,  in  the  same  county.  From  1924  to  1930, 
he  ceased  his  educational  work  long  enough  to  be 
engaged  in  the  milling  business,  an  enterprise  that  he 
conducted  under  his  own  name  at  Ligonier.  In  1930 
and  1931  he  took  post-graduate  studies  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh,  until,  in  1931,  he  was  appointed 
supervising  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Salem 
Township. 

While  at  Ligonier,  he  served,  too,  from  1927  to 
1930,  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  that  com¬ 
munity;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  his  labors  have 
taken  him  into  a  variety  of  realms  of  public  life. 
A  Democrat  in  his  political  leanings,  he  has  con¬ 
sistently  supported  his  party  and  its  policies  and  prin¬ 
ciples.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  331,  of  Ligonier,  and  with 
the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  and  he  belongs,  like¬ 
wise,  to  the  college  fraternity  of  Kappa  Phi  Kappa, 
which  he  joined  in  his  student  days.  His  church  is 
the  Lutheran. 

George  H.  Haberlen  married,  in  1917,  Olive  Neu- 
dorfer,  of  Turtle  Creek,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
A.  J.  and  Izora  (Rumbaugh)  Neudorfer.  By  this 
marriage  there  was  born,  on  April  30,  1924,  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Lou  Haberlen. 


WALTER  K.  SWETLAND  — For  more  than 
three  decades  Mr.  Swetland  successfully  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  law,  at  Coudersport, 
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the  county  seat  of  his  native  county,  Potter.  During 
his  long  service  as  a  member  of  the  bar,  he  reached 
a  position  of  eminence  in  legal  circles.  He  formerly 
represented  his  county  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Legislature,  where  he  proved  himself  an  exception¬ 
ally  capable  legislator.  For  many  years  prominently 
active  in  Masonic  affairs,  he  was  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  Masons  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Walter  K.  Swetland  was  born  in  Harrisburg 
Township,  Potter  County,  October  30,  1869,  and  died 
April  12,  1932.  He  was  a  son  of  the  late  Milford 
R.  and  Hannah  (Balch)  Swetland,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Cortland  County,  New  York, 
born  February  12,  1830,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  during  which  he  served  in  Company  I,  149th 
Infantry.  After  the  war  he  engaged  in  farming.  Mr. 
S  wetland’s  mother  was  born  at  Bath,  New  York, 
November  1,  1840.  Educated  in  the  public  grammar 
and  high  schools,  Mr.  Swetland  later  studied  law  in 
the  offices  of  Larabee,  Lewis  and  Leonard,  well 
known  lawyers  of  that  period.  Admitted  to  the  bar 
in  March,  1900,  he  established  himself  in  the  practice 
of  law  at  Coudersport,  where  he  continued  to  be 
sucessfully  engaged  in  practice  until  his  death.  His 
offices  were  located  at  No.  206  North  East  Street. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  of  the  courts. 
Amongst  his  many  important  clients  should  be  espe¬ 
cially  mentioned  the  Coudersport  Trust  Company, 
one  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  Potter 
County. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  Swetland  became  actively 
interested  in  the  Masonic  Order,  and  he  had  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  a  member  of  the  thirty-third  degree, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  The  other  Masonic 
bodies  in  which  he  held  membership  were:  Eulalia 
Lodge,  No.  342,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
he  was  a  Past  Master;  Coudersport  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  of  which  he  was  a  Past  High  Priest; 
Potter  Commandery,  No.  69,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  was  a  Past  Eminent  Commander;  Couders¬ 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of 
which  he  was  a  Past  Commander-in-Chief;  Jaffa 
Temple,  of  Altoona,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  during  the 
earlier  part  of  his  career  served  in  the  Pennsylvania 
House  of  Representatives.  His  religious  affiliations 
were  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Swetland  married,  November  8,  1894,  May 
Berfield,  of  Coudersport,  a  daughter  of  F.  M.  and 
Alminda  (Nelson)  Berfield,  both  natives  of  Potter 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swetland  were  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Winifred  H.,  born  November 
1 7,  1896.  2.  Walter  Robley,  born  May  24,  1900. 


J.  CHESTER  LILLIS — Secretary  and  manager 
of  the  Erie  Motor  Club,  J.  Chester  Lillis  occupies 
a  position  of  prominence  in  this  city  and  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  February  2,  1902, 
a  son  of  John  P.  and  Minnie  (Fitzgerald)  Lillis, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland.  His  parents 
came  to  America  when  young,  and  are  still  living, 
the  father,  John  P.  Lillis,  being  engaged  as  an  elec¬ 
trician.  J.  Chester  Lillis  received  his  education  in 
the  parochial  schools  and  high  school  of  Erie,  went 
at  once  into  newspaper  work,  divided  ten  years  of 
journalistic  experience  between  Erie  and  Cleveland, 
and  in  1928  became  secretary  of  the  Erie  Motor 
Club,  a  post  he  has  since  maintained  with  increas¬ 
ing  satisfaction  to  motorists.  Of  pleasing  personality 
and  courteous  manner,  he  executes  the  oftentimes 


pressing  responsibilities  of  his  post  with  tact  and 
efficiency,  and  is  popular  in  many  circles  of  the 
city.  These  circles,  representing  his  activities,  are 
many,  as  he  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Lake  Shore  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  National  Touring  Board  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Automobile  Association,  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Motor  Federation,  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  St.  Andrew’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Politically,  he  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  some  influence  in  its 
councils  locally.  Boating,  golf  and  football,  the 
last  named  sport  as  referee,  comprise  his  hobbies. 

Mr.  Lillis  married,  September  1,  1925,  Agnes 
Henry,  of  East  Brady,  daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Sophia  (Dickmen)  Henry;  and  they  have  children: 
1.  John  Chester,  born  in  1927.  2.  James  Patrick, 
born  in  1929.  The  family  resides  at  No.  529  Ver¬ 
mont  Avenue,  Erie.  Mr.  Lillis’  office  is  at  the  Law¬ 
rence  Hotel,  Erie. 


J.  CLARENCE  PARSONS — As  a  manufacturer, 
a  banker  and  a  publisher,  J.  Clarence  Parsons  was  a 
leader  in  the  business  life  of  Phoenixville,  Chester 
County. 

As  an  organizer,  a  unifier,  fraternalist,  and  civic 
worker,  the  century  old  community  has  never  produced 
his  equal. 

But  it  is  not  as  a  manufacturer,  or  a  banker  or  a 
clubman  that  Phoenixville  will  remember  J.  Clarence 
Parsons.  In  these  fields  men  already  have  risen  to  take 
his  place.  But  no  one  can  displace  him  in  the  deep 
affections  of  his  fellow-citizens,  an  affection  gained 
because  of  his  contagious  warmth,  his  unselfishness, 
his  ready  sympathy  and  his  unswerving  fairness.  His 
life  was  a  definite  influence  for  good  in  every  phase  of 
community  activity;  and  that  influence  will  remain 
throughout  the  present  generation. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  a  man  of  tremendous  zeal.  When 
he  died,  on  December  28,  1932,  at  the  age  of  55  years, 
he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Parsons  and 
Baker  Knitting  Mill,  employing  335  men  and  women; 
he  was  president  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  Northern  Chester  County’s  largest  bank¬ 
ing  institution ;  he  was  president  of  the  Phoenixville 
Publishing  Company,  publishers  of  the  community’s 
daily  newspaper ;  he  was  president  of  the  Phoenixville 
Borough  Council;  finance  chairman  of  the  Phoenix¬ 
ville  Unemployment  Relief  Committee,  extending  aid 
to  nearly  2,000  poverty-stricken  people ;  he  was  vestry¬ 
man  of  his  church  and  chairman  of  its  building  com¬ 
mittee  which  had  just  completed  construction  of  a  new 
$35,000  nave;  treasurer  of  the  community’s  recreation 
commission;  vice-president  of  a  large  Philadelphia 
Building  and  Loan  Association;  vice-president  of  the 
Chester  County  Bankers’  Association;  a  member  of 
the  Chester  County  Boy  Scout  Council ;  director  in 
the  Phoenixville  Thrift  Corporation,  and  actively  iden¬ 
tified  with  numerous  other  organizations,  commercial, 
fraternal  and  civic.  To  each  he  gave  that  devotion 
and  loyalty  and  guidance  which  made  of  all  a  note¬ 
worthy  success. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  this  most  active  period 
of  his  career  came  at  a  time  when  the  Nation  was 
enduring  its  greatest  economic  distress,  it  can  readily 
be  realized  that  he  had  assumed  more  than  his  share 
of  community  burdens.  Small  wonder,  then,  that  in 
the  prime  of  his  life,  when  suddenly  stricken,  his  vital¬ 
ity  had  been  drained,  leaving  him  defenseless. 
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Mr.  Parsons  was  born  at  Phoenixville  on  May  13, 
1877,  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Margaret  J.  (Hines) 
Parsons.  His  birthplace  was  in  a  small  home  on  Hall 
Street,  but  three  years  later  the  family  moved  to 
Washington  Avenue,  in  the  home  still  occupied  by  Mr. 
Parsons’  mother.  His  early  education  was  gleaned  in 
the  public  schools  of  Phoenixville.  He  graduated 
from  the  Phoenixville  High  School  with  the  class  of 
1896,  and  then  entered  Peirce  Business  College  in 
Philadelphia,  completing  his  course  in  1899. 

His  father,  meanwhile,  had  developed  a  hosiery 
manufacturing  business,  in  partnership  with  the  late 
Thomas  F.  Byrne,  the  firm  name  being  Byrne  and 
Parsons.  The  business,  at  first,  was  carried  on  in  a 
small  way.  Later  they  went  into  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  knitted  underwear  and  the  excellence  of  the 
product  and  the  ability  of  the  two  partners  soon  won 
for  them  an  increased  trade.  The  plant,  very  small, 
was  located  on  Jackson  Street. 

Qualities  of  leadership,  so  marked  in  his  later  years, 
were  noticeable  even  in  the  youth  of  J.  Clarence  Par¬ 
sons.  He  was  always  interested  in  athletics,  even 
though  a  physical  handicap,  resulting  from  improper 
setting  of  a  fracture  to  his  right  arm,  rendered  it  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  actively  participate  in  the  contests. 
He  managed  practically  all  the  baseball  and  football 
sandlot  teams  of  his  boyhood  and  young  manhood  and 
for  several  years  was  manager  of  the  famous  Union 
Club,  the  first  all-professional  football  team  in  the 
East.  Among  the  chums  of  his  boyhood  were  Sam¬ 
uel  and  William  Reeves,  now  prominent  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  Phoenix  Iron  and  Phoenix  Bridge 
companies,  originally  the  Reeves  Company.  Others 
were  Alexander  Robb,  now  of  Buffalo,  New  York; 
Frank  Coffin,  now  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania;  Charles 
Renshaw  and  Joseph  Rossiter,  of  Phoenixville. 

In  1899  the  Parsons  and  Byrne  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved,  and  a  new  partnership  formed.  J.  Clarence 
Parsons  and  Charles  J.  Baker  were  the  partners,  the 
elder  Mr.  Parsons  retaining  an  interest  in  the  business, 
but  not  being  actively  identified  with  its  management. 
At  that  time  there  were  but  four  knitting  machines  in 
the  plant,  which  employed  an  average  of  only  ten  per¬ 
sons.  The  factory  was  moved  from  Jackson  Street  to 
the  present  location  at  Hall  Street  and  Lincoln  Ave¬ 
nue,  a  new  building  being  erected.  The  young  part¬ 
ners  threw  all  the  enthusiasm  of  their  youth  into  the 
enterprise  and  it  flourished  from  the  beginning.  Mr. 
Parsons,  Sr.,  died  in  1910  and  shortly  thereafter  the 
partnership  was  dissolved  and  in  1910  the  business  was 
incorporated,  the  firm  name  being  the  Parsons  and 
Baker  Company.  These  officers  were  elected:  C.  J. 
Baker,  president;  I.  L.  Stern,  vice-president;  J.  C. 
Parsons,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  quality  products  and  integrity  of  the  firm  won 
them  new  customers  and  through  the  years  new  build¬ 
ings  were  erected,  additions  made  until  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  J.  Clarence  Parsons,  the  average  number 
of  employees  was  335.  The  same  officers  carried  on, 
no  change  having  been  made  in  twenty-two  years. 
Manufacturing  lines  were  extended  until  the  firm  was 
making  cotton  knit  underwear  for  men,  women  and 
children. 

Today  products  of  the  Parsons  and  Baker  plant  are 
sold  all  over  the  United  States  and  all  through  the 
trying  days  of  1930-33,  the  plant  worked  at  capactiy 
or  very  near  thereto. 

The  responsibility  for  the  success  of  an  enterprise 
of  such  magnitude  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
average  man,  but  not  Mr.  Parsons.  Early  in  his  man¬ 
ufacturing  career  he  turned  to  the  selling  of  automo¬ 


biles  as  a  sideline.  An  enthusiastic  motorist  in  the 
early  days  of  the  horseless  carriage,  he  was  one  of 
Phoenix ville’s  first  automobile  dealers.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  only  a  sideline  and  was  destined  to  be  short¬ 
lived. 

Qualities  of  leadership  were  constantly  asserting 
themselves,  however,  and  more  and  more  the  public 
was  turning  to  him  for  counsel  and  for  guidance  in 
the  conduct  of  community  affairs.  If  there  was  one 
quality  outstanding  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Parsons,  it  was 
his  exceptional  ability  to  organize  and  to  unify.  A 
tribute  to  his  genius  along  this  line  is  the  fact  that 
where  he  was  concerned,  there  was  no  strife.  The 
years  1910  to  1932  are  an  unbroken  line  of  Parsons 
leadership  in  Phoenixville’s  community  affairs.  He 
served  for  a  time  as  a  trustee  of  the  Phoenixville  hos¬ 
pital,  he  helped  organize  and  served  as  president  for  a 
number  of  years  of  the  Phoenixville  Country  Club ; 
he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Phoenixville  Club  and 
served  as  its  president  and  director  for  a  long  time. 

During  the  World  War  period  he  threw  himself 
whole-heartedly  into  local  campaigns  for  the  War 
Chest  and  Liberty  and  Victory  Loans,  heading  these 
Phoenixville  campaigns  as  chairman.  All  were  out¬ 
standing  successes,  as  measured  with  accomplishments 
in  other  towns  and  cities  along  the  Schuylkill. 

Pennsylvania’s  Governor,  the  late  Martin  Brum¬ 
baugh,  recognized  his  ability  when  he  appointed  him 
to  serve  on  the  board  of  trustees  at  Pennhurst  State 
Institution,  succeeding  his  old  friend,  the  late  Captain 
Samuel  W.  Whitaker.  He  served  at  Pennhurst  in  the 
administration  of  Governors  Brumbaugh  and  Sproul. 

Although  he  never  aspired  to  public  office — except 
in  the  closing  years  of  his  life  when  named  to  borough 
council — he  was  intensely  interested  in  politics  and 
was  a  staunch  Republican.  Many  sought  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  seek  a  seat  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  of  the  Nation,  but  these  overtures 
always  were  firmly  refused.  He  was  an  advocate  of 
clean  politics  and  readily  lent  the  influence  of  his  sup¬ 
port  to  candidates  of  unquestioned  qualification. 

On  November  2,  1911,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  he 
was  elected  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics  National  Bank,  then  the  fourth  oldest 
national  bank  in  Chester  County.  This  selection  of 
Mr.  Parsons  was  most  provident  for  the  banking  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community,  as  later  events  were  to  prove. 
So  great  was  his  interest  in  banking  affairs  and  so 
keen  his  judgment  that  on  January  13,  1916,  Howard 
S.  Williams  having  resigned  the  presidency,  Mr.  Par¬ 
sons  was  unanimously  elected  to  that  position.  At 
once  he  set  himself  to  the  task  of  reorganizing  the  in¬ 
stitution’s  officers,  surrounding  himself  with  men  of 
proven  integrity  and  judgment.  Within  ten  years  this 
small  steel  town  bank  was  transformed  into  one  of 
Chester  County’s  most  influential  institutions,  its 
quarters  being  moved  from  Church  Street  to  the  com¬ 
modious  new  building,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $250,000 
at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Main  streets.  The  build¬ 
ing  was  dedicated  on  September  4,  1926. 

One  of  his  greatest  services  to  Phoenixville  and  sur¬ 
rounding  country-side  came  with  the  depression  of 
1931  to  1933.  In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1931-32 
bank  failures  were  occurring  on  all  sides.  Phoenix¬ 
ville  bankers  did  not  escape  the  depressed  conditions 
and  the  old  bank,  the  National  Bank  of  Phoenixville, 
experienced  difficulties.  Mr.  Parsons  had  sufficient 
foresight  to  recognize  that  the  failure  of  one  bank 
would  reflect  on  the  remaining  two  Phoenixville  insti¬ 
tutions  and  would  be  a  blight  on  the  community  for 
decades  to  come.  Consequently,  he  devised  the  plan 
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whereby  this  situation  was  to  be  saved  through  a 
merger  of  the  two  national  banks,  the  National  Bank 
of  Phoenixville  to  be  merged  with  his  own,  the  Farm¬ 
ers  and  Mechanics  National  Bank.  Overcoming  ter¬ 
rific  obstacles  and  requiring  nearly  six  months  to  con¬ 
summate,  the  merger  was  finally  approved  by  directors 
of  the  two  institutions  and  by  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency  on  March  24,  1932.  Phoenixville  today  is 
only  beginning  to  realize  her  good  fortune,  created  by 
means  of  the  merger.  Not  a  depositor  lost  a  single 
cent.  Mr.  Parsons  became  president  of  the  merged 
institution,  which  took  the  name  of  The  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  National  Bank  of  Phoenixville,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  until  his  death. 

In  October,  1923,  having  extended  his  activities  into 
every  worth  while  community  project,  Mr.  Parsons 
entered  the  field  of  journalism,  when  he  was  asked  to 
become  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Phoenixville  Publishing  Company,  publishers  of  the 
town’s  daily  newspaper,  “The  Daily  Republican.” 
This  offer  he  readily  accepted  and  in  January,  I924> 
he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  board.  Again 
the  hand  of  death  was  to  elevate  him  to  the  presidency 
for,  when  in  1927  the  president  of  the  publishing  com¬ 
pany,  Colonel  H.  H.  Gilkyson,  passed  away,  Mr.  Par¬ 
sons  was  promptly  and  unanimously  chosen  to  the 
vacancy. 

Here  again  his  genius  as  an  organizer  and  a  leader 
asserted  itself.  Almost  immediately  he  advocated  ren¬ 
ovation  of  the  newspaper  plant,  which  resulted  within 
a  period  of  six  months  in  an  almost  entirely  new  pub¬ 
lishing  building  with  all  the  approved  modern  types  of 
equipment  for  newspaper  and  commercial  printing 
purposes.  In  1923,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the 
board,  the  newspaper  was  a  four  and  six-page  publica¬ 
tion.  At  the  height  of  the  boom  period  in  1929  and 
1930  it  ranged  from  ten  to  eighteen  pages  daily. 
Wages  paid  to  its  employees  were  almost  doubled  in 
the  few  years  of  his  generalship,  and  there  was  no 
more  happy  family  in  Phoenixville  than  the  family  of 
twenty-eight  employees  of  the  Phoenixville  Publishing 
Company.  He  continued  to  serve  as  president  until 
his  death. 

There  were  many  fields  in  which  he  interested  him¬ 
self,  however,  without  thought  of  personal  gain,  aside 
from  the  pleasure  of  serving  others.  One  of  the  most 
outstanding  was  his  interest  in  the  Phoenixville 
Recreation  Commission.  Lacking  recreation  facilities 
which  many  other  towns  enjoy,  Mr.  Parsons  as  early 
as  1918  saw  the  need  of  supervised  play  for  Phoenix¬ 
ville  children.  After  two  years  of  effort,  and  with  the 
loyal  support  of  the  late  William  H.  Reeves,  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  organizing  the  Recreation  Commission.  It 
started  to  function  on  July  1,  1920,  with  a  full-time 
director,  its  operations  being  financed  by  appropria¬ 
tions  from  the  borough  council  and  the  board  of  edu¬ 
cation.  At  the  time  of  organization  Mr.  Parsons  was 
elected  treasurer  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  his 
death.  In  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  the  commis¬ 
sion — and  there  were  many  due  to  the  annual  changes 
in  the  two  sponsoring  bodies  and  the  hostility  of  some 
of  the  public  servants — Mr.  Parsons  never  dictated, 
rather  there  was  always  a  cooperative  discussion.  Fre¬ 
quently  he  gave  liberally  of  his  own  funds  to  keep  the 
organization  alive,  so  convinced  was  he  of  its  useful¬ 
ness.  And,  indeed,  it  was  useful,  serving  not  only  the 
school  children  of  the  borough  during  their  leisure 
hours,  and  summer  vacations,  but  adding  in  later  years 
adult  recreation,  with  a  year-round  program.  Mr. 
Parsons  fought  for  and  secured  a  program  for  girls 
in  the  recreation  activities.  He  was  loved  by  all  con¬ 


nected  with  recreation,  especially  by  the  happy  chil¬ 
dren  on  the  playgrounds  when  he  inspected  the  vari¬ 
ous  centers  monthly.  He  attended  every  meeting  of 
his  board,  missing  but  two  in  the  twelve  years. 

A  struggling  band  of  Chester  County  Boy  Scouts 
engaged  his  attention  in  1922.  He  became  interested 
in  the  movement  which  promised  so  much  good  for  the 
youth  of  his  community  and  county  and  after  four 
years  of  helpful  suggestions  he  was  made  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee  of  District  No.  3,  embracing 
Northern  Chester  County  in  1926.  He  held  this  posi¬ 
tion  until  1929,  always  making  certain  that  his  dis¬ 
trict  shouldered  its  just  share  of  the  county  burden. 

When  the  Chester  County  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  was  organized  in  1930  he  was  elected  to 
membership,  being  associated  with  such  members  as 
Owen  J.  Roberts,  Justice  of  the  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court;  Frank  B.  Foster,  retired  congoleum 
manufacturer,  and  others.  He  served  until  June, 
193 1,  when  he  asked  to  retire,  not  because  of  a  iack  of 
interest,  but  because  of  the  press  of  other  organiza¬ 
tions  upon  his  time.  However,  in  late  1931  and  early 
1932  he  again  took  over  the  responsibility  of  a  finan¬ 
cial  campaign  for  the  Scouts,  and  despite  depressed 
economic  conditions  success  again  marked  his  efforts. 
He  was  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  ideals  of  the  Boy 
Scout  movement. 

In  November,  1924,  after  several  previous  attempts 
had  failed,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Phoenixville  was  organ¬ 
ized  and  once  more  J.  Clarence  Parsons  was  called 
upon  to  head  the  movement.  He  became  president  of 
the  organization  and  when  the  charter  was  finally 
presented  on  February  23,  1925,  he  was  reelected  for 
one  year.  He  served  until  November  18,  of  that  year, 
when  he  resigned  because  of  illness.  He  served  long 
enough  to  see  the  club,  which  started  with  sixteen 
members,  firmly  launched  on  many  years  of  service. 
At  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  club’s  directorate, 
the  organization  then  having  grown  to  a  membership 
of  forty-six. 

Second  only  to  his  community  service  as  a  banker 
was  his  service  as  a  public  servant.  Mr.  Parsons 
aspired  to  office  but  once.  That  was  in  November, 
1929,  when  he  asked  the  voters  of  his  ward  to  send  him 
to  borough  council,  a  position  which  carried  no  salary. 
The  incumbent  from  that  ward  opposed  him,  but  he 
was  elected  almost  by  acclamation.  He  took  his  seat 
as  a  councilman  on  January  6,  1930,  and  that  very 
night  was  elected  president  of  council  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  Through  mismanagement  the  borough  had  been 
saddled  with  a  terrific  bonded  and  floating  debt  and  it 
was  only  because  of  pressure  from  all  sides  that  Mr. 
Parsons  consented  to  take  a  seat  in  council  and  try  to 
lift  the  borough  out  of  a  condition  bordering  on 
bankruptcy. 

His  first  accomplishment  was  to  push  through 
council,  not  without  considerable  opposition,  an  ordi¬ 
nance  creating  the  office  of  borough  manager,  and  then 
to  elect  a  capable,  trained  executive  for  the  position. 
Norman  S.  Young  was  chosen,  and  creation  of  the 
office  of  borough  manager  was  the  town’s  salvation. 
In  a  little  over  a  year  the  floating  indebtedness  had 
been  paid  off,  and  a  method  devised  to  properly  fund 
the  bonded  indebtedness.  This  was  accomplished  at 
no  increase  in  taxation,  and  at  no  sacrifice  to  an  im¬ 
provement  program.  In  fact,  more  paved  streets  were 
laid  and  greater  improvements  made  to  the  borough’s 
water  distribution  system  than  at  any  time  for  a  dec¬ 
ade.  The  accomplishments  were  made  through  an  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  same  business  principles  which  brought 
success  to  Mr.  Parsons  in  private  life. 
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He  had  been  accepted  by  the  people  as  a  thoroughly 
competent  executive  and  within  two  months  a  council, 
which  in  the  beginning  had  showed  signs  of  hostility, 
accepted  him  in  the  same  spirit.  It  was  in  council  that 
his  genius  as  an  organizer  and  a  unifier  was  most  out¬ 
standing.  In  the  third  year  of  his  administration  he 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  tax  burden  by  one  mill  and 
his  fourth  year  would  have  brought  additional  sav¬ 
ings  to  the  taxpayers,  had  he  lived  to  bring  about  the 
fruition  of  his  program. 

Although  he  never  had  been  a  member  of  local 
relief  organizations  he  always  contributed  heavily, 
both  personally  and  through  his  firm,  to  every  call  for 
financial  aid.  Therefore,  it  was  to  Mr.  Parsons  that 
the  community  turned  when,  in  1931,  there  arose  the 
necessity  for  an  organization  to  extend  relief  to  the 
unemployed.  By  reason  of  his  executive  position, 
Burgess  M.  F.  Hackett  was  made  chairman  of  the 
Unemployment  Relief  Committee  when  it  was  formed 
on  October  15,  1931,  but  Mr.  Parsons  was  actually 
head  of  the  organization,  directing  its  work,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  sub  committee  on  finance.  He  held 
this  position  until  his  death. 

Means  were  devised  to  extend  relief  to  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  unfortunate  which  later  were  to  win  the  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  Welfare  Department  at  Harrisburg, 
and  were  to  be  adopted  by  most  other  unemployment 
agencies  throughout  the  State.  The  commissary  sys¬ 
tem  was  created  by  Mr.  Parsons  and  with  $100 
Phoenixville  was  able  to  accomplish  as  much  as  com¬ 
munities  operating  under  other  plans  could  do  with 
double  the  amount.  The  “unemployment  problem” 
was  really  no  problem  in  Phoenixville,  the  committee 
functioning  smoothly  and  without  a  semblance  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  a  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Protest¬ 
ant  Episcopal  Church  of  Phoenixville  and  on  January 
19,  1927,  was  elected  to  the  vestry.  On  April  17,  1931, 
he  was  appointed  senior  warden  by  the  rector.  He 
served  as  chairman  of  the  ways  and  means  committee 
of  the  vestry,  and  as  chairman  of  the  vestry’s  invest¬ 
ments  committee.  In  1931  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  supervise  the  building  of  the  new  church  nave.  Mr. 
Parsons  was  chosen  as  chairman  and  he  lived  long 
enough  to  see  this  nave,  considered  by  architects  to  be 
the  most  beautiful  in  Southeastern  Pennsylvania,  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  summer  of  1932. 

He  found  time  for  many  other  interests.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president  of  the 
Phoenixville  Country  Club,  serving  until  the  success 
of  the  club  was  assured,  when  he  relinquished  the 
presidency  but  remained  on  the  board  of  governors. 
He  also  served  for  several  years  as  a  trustee  of  the 
Phoenixville  hospital,  an  institution  which  his  father 
had  helped  to  found.  He  always  retained  an  active 
interest  in  the  hospital,  endowing  and  furnishing  a 
room  in  memory  of  his  father. 

He  was  a  member  and  vice-president  of  the  Chester 
County  Bankers’  Association,  and  was  affiliated  with 
both  the  Pennsylvania  and  American  Bankers’  Asso¬ 
ciations.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Phoenixville  Thrift 
Corporation,  and  vice-president  of  the  Home  Protec¬ 
tive  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Philadelphia. 
He  was  a  life  member  of  the  Manufacturers’  Club  of 
Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  former 
president  of  the  Phoenixville  Club.  He  held  member¬ 
ship  in  No.  1  Fire  Company  of  Phoenixville,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  was  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle. 

He  delighted  in  travel,  having  made  several  Euro¬ 
pean  trips,  as  well  as  cruises  through  the  West  Indies 


and  South  America.  He  also  was  an  ardent  patron  of 
the  theatre.  His  hobby  was  photography. 

With  the  exception  of  a  brief  period  spent  in  the 
hills  of  Chester  County  in  the  interests  of  his  son’s 
health,  he  always  resided  in  Phoenixville.  In  1902  Mr. 
Parsons  married  Minnie  O.  Terrill  of  Boyertown,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Robert  Terrill 
Parsons,  who  now  has  taken  his  father’s  place  in  the 
textile  mill.  Robert  T.  Parsons,  a  graduate  of  St. 
Luke’s  School,  married  Helen  Heilman,  of  Phoenix¬ 
ville,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Patricia  and 
Marcia,  and  one  son,  William  Joseph. 


GEORGE  C.  SIMONS — Banker,  manufacturer 
and  man  of  large  affairs,  George  C.  Simons  was  for 
many  years  a  preeminent  figure  in  the  life  of  St. 
Marys,  Elk  County.  In  his  active  business  career 
he  rose  from  modest  beginnings  to  positions  of  the 
greatest  responsibility.  The  versatility  of  his  talents 
and  the  merits  of  his  services  were  such  that  he  was 
called  upon  to  play  a  decisive  part  in  the  leadership 
of  a  score  of  corporations,  and  every  duty  which  de¬ 
volved  upon  him  was  met  with  assured  competence. 
Mr.  Simons  made  the  finest  possible  use  of  his  re¬ 
markable  abilities,  and  in  the  constructive  influences 
of  his  career  it  was  the  privilege  of  his  community 
to  share. 

Born  on  July  11,  1871,  in  St.  Marys,  Mr.  Simons 
was  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Simons,  both  now 
deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace  and  at  a  relatively  early  age 
began  the  active  business  of  life.  For  some  years  he 
was  variously  employed,  but  during  all  this  time  he 
studied  privately,  either  by  himself  or  under  the  in¬ 
struction  of  tutors,  in  order  that  he  might  be  fully 
prepared  for  whatever  station  in  business  life  to 
which  he  might  be  called.  Mr.  Simons,  even  at  that 
early  age,  was  very  ambitious.  He  was  confident  that 
if  his  success  lay  in  his  own  hands  he  would  achieve 
it  fully,  and  he  worked  at  whatever  tasks  came  to 
him  with  a  concentration  and  energy  which  could 
not  fail  to  attract  favorable  attention.  It  was  so  that 
he  came  to  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  J.  K.  P.  Hall, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  this  section  at  the 
time.  Senator  Hall  gave  the  young  man  his  oppor¬ 
tunity,  finding  employment  for  him  in  one  of  the 
many  enterprises  which  he  controlled.  Mr.  Simons 
soon  demonstrated  that  any  confidence  resposed  in 
him  was  not  misplaced.  Whether  in  the  coal  mine  or 
as  a  store  clerk,  he  displayed  such  exemplary  dili¬ 
gence  and  such  unusual  capacity  that  within  a  short 
time  he  was  appointed  Senator  Hall’s  confidential 
assistant.  He  remained  in  this  capacity  for  a  number 
of  years,  learning  rapidly  under  the  guidance  of  the 
elder  man  and  assuming  a  larger  and  larger  share 
in  the  direction  of  the  many  Hall  enterprises.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  he  made  himself  so  indispensable  and 
became  so  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  details  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Hall  and  the  Hall  and  Kaul  interests 
that  upon  the  death  of  Senator  Hall,  he  was  retained 
as  the  managerial  head  of  these  interests.  For  this 
responsibility,  Mr.  Simons  was  exceptionally  well 
qualified  both  by  experience  and  native  ability.  He 
was  a  man  in  whom  a  progressive  outlook  was  tem¬ 
pered  by  a  wise  conservatism  in  action.  His  judg¬ 
ment  was  inevitably  sound,  his  energy  inexhaustible, 
and  under  his  guidance  the  many  projects  with  which 
he  was  associated  were  continued  with  every  success. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Simons  was  president 
of  the  St.  Marys  National  Bank,  the  St.  Marys  Trust 
Company,  the  St.  Marys  Sewer  Pipe  Company,  the 
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St.  Marys  Water  Company,  the  Kaul-Simons  Coal 
Company  and  the  Gazette  Publishing  Company,  all 
of  St.  Marys.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Clay  Products  Company  of  West  Winfield, 
Butler  County;  vice-president  of  the  Elk  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  mines  at  Elbon,  Elk  County;  secretary  of 
the  Hall,  Kaul  and  Hyde  Company  of  St.  Marys 
and  Ridgway,  the  St.  Marys  Gas  Company  and  the 
Hall  and  Kaul  Lumber  Company;  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  St.  Marys  Oil  and  Gas  Company; 
and  treasurer  of  the  Portland  Oil  and  Gas  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  a  director  of  these  and  other  com¬ 
panies,  an  executive  of  still  other  enterprises,  both 
business  and  industrial,  and  had  wide  financial  con¬ 
nections  in  New  York  City  and  other  Eastern  cities. 
The  mere  listing  of  the  enterprises  with  which  he 
was  connected  revealed  the  range  and  scope  of  his 
talents.  “His  ability  to  work  and  to  concentrate  on 
every  kind  of  business  that  he  was  connected  with,” 
wrote  an  associate  at  his  death,  “was  marvelous.  He 
was  not  merely  financially  interested  in  all  these 
companies  but  actively  engaged  in  running  them  and 
as  well  versed  in  all  of  the  details  of  each  kind  of 
business  as  those  who  had  founded  them.” 

“Despite  his  vast  connections  and  high  standing,”  a 
local  paper  wrote  of  him,  “Mr.  Simons  was  a  plain¬ 
dealing,  democratic  man  to  whom  his  home  town  and 
its  citizens  meant  much  more  than  the  spires  of  great 
cities.  He  was  for  St.  Marys  first,  last  and  all  the 
time.  The  various  enterprises  with  which  he  was 
connected  gave  much  work,  at  fair  wages,  to  our 
people,  and  those  employed  were  always  assured  of 
a  square  deal.” 

Mi.  Simons  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  St.  Marys  people.  It  was  natural  that  his  judg¬ 
ment  should  be  sought  and  his  counsel  valued  in  every 
important  community  problem  which  arose,  and  few 
men  in  any  community  have  exercised  so  great  an 
influence.  “By  all,”  it  was  written  of  him,  “he  was 
declared  the  leading  spirit  of  St.  Marys  and  vicinity.” 
The  vast  power  which  came  to  him  because  of  his 
position  and  accomplishments  was  always  wisely  used. 
No  selfish  or  partisan  consideration  had  any  weight 
with  him  whatever,  and  it  is  impossible  to  give  any 
adequate  estimate  of  the  value  to  St.  Marys  people 
of  his  influence.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no 
step  of  public  consequence  was  taken  without  his 
support,  which  was  always  the  decisive  factor  in  the 
success  of  any  such  enterprise. 

Mr.  Simons  was  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  reli¬ 
gious  faith  was  a  devout  Catholic.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  St. 
Marys,  contributing  generously  to  the  furtherance  of 
its  work  and  to  its  various  charities. 

On  January  12,  1905,  George  C.  Simons  married 
Florence  Oberkirch,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Oberkirch,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  busi¬ 
ness  associate  of  Mr.  Simons.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  George,  James  and  Kathryn. 

Mr.  Simons  died  very  suddenly  on  October  17, 
1923.  His  death  was  a  major  loss  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  which  had  come  to  know  him  and  love  him  so 
well  through  the  years,  and  his  passing  was  widely 
mourned.  In  the  permanent  record  of  St.  Marys’ 
growth  and  progress,  his  name  is  assured  a  lasting 
place. 

COLONEL  JOSEPH  HENRY  THOMPSON 

— Few  careers  are  more  varied  and  so  full  of  achieve¬ 
ment  as  was  that  of  Colonel  Joseph  Henry  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver  County,  because  few 


men  have  the  necessary  versatility  of  character  and 
ability.  He  was  a  successful  lawyer,  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  man,  civic  leader,  former  State  senator,  the  be¬ 
loved  commander  of  the  famous  noth  Regiment  in 
the  World  War,  the  recipient  of  decorations  and 
honors  from  the  United  States  and  many  foreign 
countries. 

Colonel  Thompson  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ire¬ 
land,  September  26,  1871,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Margaret  (Reilly)  Thompson,  the  third  in  descent 
from  the  Rev.  Joseph  Thompson,  Wesleyan  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  also  a  native  of  County  Dowm.  When 
only  two  months  old,  Colonel  Thompson’s  parents 
brought  him  to  this  country,  but  the  family  later 
returned  to  Ireland,  and  it  was  in  that  country  that 
he  began  his  education.  On  March  4,  1889,  he  again 
came  to  the  United  States,  to  remain  here  through¬ 
out  his  life.  Matriculating  at  Geneva  College,  he 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1904,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  This  was  followed  with 
another  year  of  study  in  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  he  won  the  Master’s  degree  in  Arts. 
During  the  years  1906  to  1908,  he  was  entered 
in  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  Coming  then  to  Beaver  Falls,  he  read  law 
under  the  preceptorship  of  J.  Rankin  Martin  and, 
admitted  to  the  bar  on  January  17,  1909,  immediately 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His  ability  and 
training  soon  brought  him  recognition  as  an  attorney 
of  unusual  skill  and  brilliance.  Although  his  prac¬ 
tice  was  general  in  character,  he  became  somewhat  of 
a  specialist  in  the  law  as  it  affected  corporations  and 
real  estate.  He  was  counsel  for  the  Clarion,  Law’- 
rence  and  Conoquenessing  Hydro-Electric  Power 
Companies,  and  other  corporations.  To  what  height 
he  might  have  risen  in  his  profession  none  can  say, 
had  he  not  devoted  so  much  of  his  time  and  energy 
to  political  and  military  matters  and  to  public  serv¬ 
ice  as  a  man  of  natural  gifts  as  a  leader  of  men. 
Then  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  was  gassed  and 
wounded  on  the  battle  fields  of  France,  and  never 
thereafter  fully  recovered  his  health. 

While  Colonel  Thompson’s  vocation  was  the  law, 
his  life  was  devoted  to  many  activities  wholly  outside 
his  profession.  To  go  back  to  his  college  days;  the 
colonel  then  was  a  popular  figure  in  the  life  of  both 
Geneva  College  and  Pittsburgh  University.  He  first 
came  into  public  fame  as  a  football  player,  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  gridiron.  He  attracted  attention  on  the 
Geneva  eleven,  but  was  not  appreciated  at  his  true 
worth  until  he  thrilled  crowds  by  his  brilliant  work 
as  the  star  halfback  of  the  Pittsburgh  team.  Perhaps 
the  greatest  honor  paid  his  athletic  prowess  was  his 
call  to  act  as  the  coach  at  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  the  original  genius  of  his  mental  con¬ 
cepts  were  combined  with  power  plays  which  won 
the  admiration  of  football  enthusiasts  all  over  the 
United  States. 

The  mentality,  vigor  and  leadership  which  he  mani¬ 
fested  in  college  athletics,  he  carried  into  politics 
when  as  a  young  man  he  became  interested  in  govern¬ 
mental  affairs.  A  loyal  Republican,  he  was  active  in 
the  campaigns  of  the  party  and  rose  high  in  the  coun¬ 
sels  of  those  who  directed  its  destinies  in  the  county 
and  the  State.  Although  no  seeker  of  office,  he  was 
urged  to  stand  for  election  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  on  November  15,  1912,  was  chosen  State  sena¬ 
tor.  His  legal  ability  and  flair  for  constructive  leader¬ 
ship  was  honored  in  the  Senate  by  appointment  to 
several  committees,  including  those  on  appropriations, 
corporations,  judiciary  general,  judiciary  special, 
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mines  and  mining,  public  health  and  sanitation,  roads 
and  highways,  and  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  military  affairs.  During  his  term  in 
office  he  sponsored  an  anti-cigarette  bill,  which  was 
passed  mainly  through  his  efforts.  He  also  introduced 
an  act  providing  for  the  conservation  of  waters  and 
the  Pymatuning  Swamp. 

War  and  rumors  of  war  brought  to  an  end  the 
Colonel’s  political  career,  for  he  was  far  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  military  affairs  and  realized  as  few  did,  in 
1914,  what  the  conflict  in  Europe  might  mean  to 
America.  His  military  career  antedated  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  law  practice.  On  February  16,  1905,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  14th  Infantry, 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard.  Within  seven  years  he 
had  run  the  gamut  of  all  official  posts  and  held  the 
rank  of  major.  His  commissions  were  dated  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Second  lieutenant,  November  1,  1906;  captain, 
Company  B,  10th  Infantry,  December  16,  1909; 
major,  June  29,  1912.  In  1918  he  was  made  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  and  in  1919  was  promoted  to  colonel. 
He  served  on  the  Mexican  border  from  June,  1916, 
until  October  15,  of  the  same  year,  and  in  August, 
1917,  he  was  mustered  into  Federal  service  for  the 
World  War.  He  went  overseas  in  April,  1918,  and 
was  in  five  major  operations:  Second  Marne  offen¬ 
sive,  advance  on  Ourcq  and  on  the  Vesle,  Meuse- 
Argonne  offensive,  and  the  Thiacourt  sector. 

Colonel  Thompson  was  wounded  four  times  and 
gassed  once  while  in  action  on  the  battlefields  of 
France.  For  his  bravery  he  was  decorated  by  his 
own  United  States  with  the  Congressional  Medal 
of  Honor  and  with  the  distinguished  Service  Cross; 
the  French  Government  presented  him  with  the 
Legion  of  Honor  and  with  the  Croix  de  Guerre  with 
palm,  while  Italy,  as  its  reward,  gave  to  him  the 
Order  of  the  Crown  of  Italy.  He  was  also  highly 
complimented  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  the  school  of  instruction,  by  its  commander, 
General  Robert  L.  Bullard,  and  for  his  work  with  the 
noth  Regiment  by  General  Nolan. 

Colonel  Thompson  came  back  to  the  United  States 
May  12,  1917,  but  returned  to  Europe  on  June  1, 
1919,  taking  with  him  fifty  athletes  to  participate  in 
the  Inter-Allied  games.  He  had  charge  of  the  active 
competition  of  the  Inter-Allied  games  in  Pershing 
Stadium,  Paris,  from  June  22  until  July  6,  1919. 

In  the  organizing  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  the  American  Legion,  in  1919,  he  shared  and  he 
attended  the  first  meeting  in  Paris.  He  was  elected, 
in  1921,  Pennsylvania  State  Commander;  in  later 
years  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  conventions 
of  the  Legion,  and  served  on  the  foreign  relations 
and  national  finance  committees  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Fidac.  It  was  said  of  Colonel  Thompson,  in 
this  connection:  “He  always  took  a  keen  interest 
in  alF  matters  pertaining  to  the  ex-service  man,  and 
the  local  post,  and  American  Legion  loses  one  of  its 
staunchest  friends  and  benefactors.” 

Colonel  Thompson  was  fraternally  affiliated  with 
Beaver  Valley  Lodge  No.  478,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  206,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Beaver  Commandery,  No.  84,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree;  Newcastle  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and 
the  Beaver  Falls  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  Lodge  No.  112,  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose;  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Rotary  Club,  Old  Colony  Club,  Pitts¬ 


burgh  Athletic  Club,  and  Beaver  Valley  Country 
Club. 

On  September  26,  1908,  Colonel  Thompson  mar¬ 
ried  Violette  Edith  Smeigh,  daughter  of  Charles  E. 
and  Violet  Stone  (Murray)  Smeigh,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  The  marriage  took  place  in  San 
Francisco,  California,  in  which  State  Miss  Smeigh 
had  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  life.  Mrs.  Thomp¬ 
son  is  a  traveled,  cultured  woman,  active  in  club  and 
humanitarian  movements.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Thomp¬ 
son  were  prominent  members  of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal 
Church  of  Beaver  Falls.  They  were  the  parents  of 
a  son,  Joseph  Smeigh  Thompson,  an  undergraduate 
in  college. 

Colonel  Thompson  died  at  his  home  in  Beaver 
Falls,  January  30,  1928,  of  an  illness  which  directly 
resulted  from  wounds  and  gas  received  in  France. 
Tributes  to  his  personality  and  character,  to  his 
record  as  a  lawyer,  legislator,  soldier  and  citizen 
came  from  friends  and  acquaintances  all  over  the 
world.  His  had  been  a  life  too  soon  ended.  He  had 
won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  classes  by 
his  many  fine  attributes  of  character  and  of  life,  and 
left  a  name  graven  permanently  upon  the  tablets  of 
Pennsylvania  history.  The  memory  of  this  gentle¬ 
man  and  soldier,  useful  citizen  and  loyal  friend  will 
remain  long  and  exert  a  beneficent  influence  upon 
the  city  and  the  citizens  who  loved  him. 


JOSEPH  BURDETTE  RICHEY,  Ph.  D., 

LL.  D. — A  commissioned  superintendent  of  schools 
for  forty-three  years,  Dr.  Joseph  Burdette  Richey, 
of  McKeesport,  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
the  educational  circles  of  Pennsylvania.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  kept  in  close  touch  with  his  colleagues  as  a 
member  and  sometime  official  of  the  State  and 
national  educational  associations;  he  lectures  on  all 
phases  of  school  administration  in  which  line  of  work 
he  is  a  recognized  authority.  Dr.  Burdette  Richey 
was  born  at  Sunville,  January  22,  1865,  son  of  John 
Calvin  and  Hannah  (Deets)  Richey.  An  early  boy¬ 
hood  on  a  farm  and  in  the  district  schools,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  self-supporting  endeavor  to  gain  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  colleges.  In  June,  1889,  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  holding  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

While  pursuing  his  scholastic  work,  Dr.  Richey 
was  also  paying  expenses  and  acquiring  training  by 
teaching.  After  his  graduation  from  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege,  he  went  to  Phillipsburg,  Pennsylvania  as  the 
principal  of  schools,  serving  as  such  for  a  school 
year.  In  1890  he  became  superintendent  of  schools, 
at  New  Brighton,  a  post  he  held  until  1902.  In  the 
latter  year,  Dr.  Richey  was  made  the  superintendent 
of  schools  at  McKeesport,  and  has  been  continuously 
serving  as  such  ever  since.  On  June  29,  1899,  he 
was  awarded  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  by 
Waynesburg  College,  Waynesburg,  and  on  June  11, 
1924,  he  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws  by  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City.  Dr. 
Richey  was  president  of  the  Department  of  City  and 
Borough  Superintendence  of  Pennsylvania  during  the 
school  year  1906-07.  He  was  president  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Education  Association  for  the  term 
1907-08.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association,  the 
National  Education  Association,  and  the  Department 
of  Superintendence  of  the  National  Education  Asso¬ 
ciation.  As  has  been  indicated,  he  is  a  lecturer  on 
all  phases  of  school  administration.  Along  non¬ 
professional  lines,  Dr.  Richey  is  affiliated  with  the 
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Blue  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  and  the  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Rotary  Club  of 
McKeesport.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  city. 

At  New  Brighton,  on  December  21,  1891,  Joseph 
Burdette  Richey  married  Amy  Seal,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  and  Adelaide  B.  Winter.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Richey  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Dr.  De- 
Wayne  G.  Richey,  born  in  October,  1892,  nose  and 
throat  surgeon  at  Mercy  Hospital,  Pittsburgh.  2. 
Lucille,  born  December  5,  1893;  married  Dr.  Guy 
P.  Gamble,  a  d’entist,  of  McKeesport.  3.  Martha, 
born  November  27,  1900;  married  Thomas  W.  Smith, 
superintendent  of  the  Sun  Rubber  Company,  Bar¬ 
berton,  Ohio.  4.  Joseph  W.,  born  on  October  2, 
1907,  residing  at  home.  5.  Helen  M.,  born  on  No¬ 
vember  21,  1909,  an  aviatrix  of  national  reputation. 


FRANCIS  DARRELL  LUELLEN— A  native 
son  of  Washington  County  and  one  of  the  leading  law¬ 
yers  for  years  in  the  city  of  Washington,  Francis 
D.  (F.  Darrell)  Luellen  was  born  January  31,  1902.  at 
Beallsville,  Washington  County,  the  only  son  of 
Thomas  Clarence  Luellen,  who  was  born  in  Washing¬ 
ton  County  on  September  9,  1868,  and  Dale  A.  (Gett- 
man)  Luellen,  who  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny 
County,  on  March  26,  1879. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
at  Beallsville,  later  removing  with  his  parents  to 
Washington,  this  State.  He  was  graduated  from 
Washington  High  School  on  May  29,  1919.  After  his 
graduation,  he  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1923,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Mr.  Luellen  later 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on  June  2,  1927, 
taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  work  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
he  was  retained  there  as  part-time  instructor  or  assist¬ 
ant  instructor,  in  the  department  of  political  science 
and  history,  and  subsequent  to  his  admission  to  the 
bar  he  was  retained  at  the  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College  as  instructor  in  constitutional  and  commercial 
law,  subjects  in  which  he  took  an  especial  interest. 

Successfully  passing  the  examinations  for  admit¬ 
tance  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Luellen  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Washington 
County  on  March  5,  1928,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  on  March  12,  1928.  On 
April  16,  the  same  year,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Su¬ 
perior  Court  of  the  State;  and,  on  January  28,  1929, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Washington  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  was  admitted,  on  June  28,  1929,  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Bar  Association. 

Opening  an  office  at  No.  619-20  Washington  Trust 
Building,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  he  began  his 
practice  immediately  upon  admission  to  the  bar.  He 
retained  the  same  offices  until  June  18,  1931,  when  he 
removed  to  rooms  No.  526-27,  in  the  same  building. 
There  he  practiced  law  until  he  left  for  his  vacation 
in  Canada  on  August  2,  1931.  He  also  had  a  branch 
office  in  Beallsville,  appearing  there  twice  a  week  to 
meet  his  clients  from  that  vicinity. 

Also  active  in  civic  and  social  life,  Mr.  Luellen  was 
a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican  from  the  time  when  he  became  of  age. 


During  his  college  days,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  Fraternity;  and  after  his  graduation,  was 
closely  connected  with  the  local  chapter  of  that  group, 
acting  as  its  treasurer  until  the  end  of  his  life.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  legal  fra¬ 
ternity  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Luellen  was  for  many  years  active  in  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  was  affiliated  with 
Sunset  Lodge  No.  623,  later  joining  the  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite  at  Coudersport,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  raised  to  the  thirty-second  degree.  He 
was  a  member  also  of  Old  Glory  Council  of  the  Junior 
Order,  United  American  Mechanics,  of  Scenery  Hill, 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Bassett  Club,  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  the  Nemacolin  Country  Club,  and 
the  Washington  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

On  August  4,  1931,  while  on  vacation  in  Canada, 
occurred  the  sudden  and  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Luel¬ 
len  by  drowning,  caused  by  the  capsizing  of  the  canoe 
in  which  he  and  a  friend  were  paddling.  The  news 
of  his  passing  was  a  great  shock  to  his  relatives  and 
friends  and  all  realized  that  his  profession  had  lost  a 
studious,  careful,  always  courteous,  honest  and  upright 
lawyer,  and  to  his  acquaintances  a  man  most  charit¬ 
able,  kindly  and  sympathetic.  He  was  one  who  acted 
upon  the  belief  that  “All  worldly  joys  are  less  than  one 
joy  of  doing  kindness.”  He  advocated  the  theory  ad¬ 
vanced  in  Bacon’s  charge  to  Justice  Hutton:  “You 
should  mix  well  the  freedom  of  your  own  opinion  with 
the  reverence  of  the  opinion  of  your  fellows,  and  that 
you  should  continue  the  studying  of  your  books.”  In 
his  professional  practice  he  applied  the  strictest  adher¬ 
ence  to  high  principles  of  professional  ethics,  said  R.  H. 
Meloy  in  part,  commenting  that  for  Darrell  Luellen’s 
kind  “there  is  ever  room  and  more  room.”  Other 
members  of  the  bar  of  Washington  County,  at  a  spe¬ 
cial  meeting,  spoke  of  their  associations  with  Mr. 
Luellen.  They  included  George  T.  Cummins  and 
James  C.  Bane.  The  Washington  Bar  Association 
itself,  in  a  written  expression  of  sympathy  to  the 
father  and  mother  of  Mr.  Luellen,  quoted :  “Be  pa¬ 
tient,  overhead  the  skies  were  drear  and  dim ;  and  lo, 
the  thought  of  him  smiled  on  ‘our  hearts’ — And  the 
sun  shone  out  again.” 

It  might  be  well  to  conclude  this  biographical  re¬ 
view  by  quoting,  as  did  Mr.  Bane  in  his  remarks  to 
the  members  of  the  bar  of  Washington  County,  the  ten 
underlying  principles  of  living  as  set  down  by  Dr. 
Frank  Crane  in  “Worth  Trying  Just  for  Today,”  a 
neat  copy  of  which  was  found  in  Mr.  Luellen’s  desk 
after  his  death : 

1.  Just  for  today,  I  will  try  to  live  through  the  day 
only  and  not  tackle  my  whole  life  problem  at  once.  I 
can  do  some  things  for  twelve  hours  that  would  appal 
me  if  I  felt  I  had  to  keep  them  up  for  a  lifetime. 

2.  Just  for  today,  I  will  be  happy.  Happiness  is 
from  within  ;  it  is  not  a  matter  of  externals. 

3.  Just  for  today,  I  will  adjust  myself  to  what  is, 
and  not  try  to  adjust  everything  to  my  own  desires. 

4.  Just  for  today,  I  will  take  care  of  my  body.  I 
will  exercise  it,  care  for  it,  and  nourish  it,  and  not 
abuse  it  nor  neglect  it. 

5.  Just  for  today,  I  will  try  to  strengthen  my  mind, 
I  will  study,  I  will  learn  something  useful.  I  will  not 
be  a  mental  loafer.  I  will  read  something  that  requires 
effort,  thought,  concentration. 

6.  Just  for  today,  I  will  exercise  my  soul.  In  three 
ways  to  wit:  (a)  I  will  do  somebody  a  good  turn  and 
not  get  found  out.  If  found  out,  it  will  not  count,  (b) 
I  will  do  at  least  two  things  I  don’t  want  to — just  for 
exercise,  (c)  I  will  not  show  any  one  that  my  feelings 
are  hurt.  They  may  be  hurt  but  I  won’t  show  it. 

7.  Just  for  today,  I  will  be  agreeable. 

8.  Just  for  today,  I  will  have  a  program — I  may 
not  follow  it  exactly,  but  I’ll  have  it.  It  will  save  me 
from  two  pests — hurry  and  indecision. 


444 


PENNSYLVANIA 


9.  Just  for  today,  I  will  have  a  quiet  half  hour  and 
relax.  During  this  half  hour,  some  time  I  will  think 
of  God,  so  as  to  get  a  little  perspective  to  my  life. 

10.  Just  for  today,  I  will  be  unafraid.  Especially, 
I  will  not  be  afraid  to  be  happy — to  enjoy  what  is 
beautiful — to  love  and  to  believe  that  those  I  love 
love  me. 


GEORGE  MacCABE  ROADS — For  more  than 
half  a  century  George  MacCabe  Roads  practiced  law 
in  Pottsville  and  earned  a  reputation  as  one  of  the 
outstanding  corporation  lawyers  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
never  sought  office  and  indicated  that  he  did  not 
desire  it,  although  he  was  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  except  in  the  selection  of  the 
judiciary,  in  which  he  always  insisted  on  party  inde¬ 
pendence  and  advocated  it  in  his  public  utterances. 

He  was  born  in  Tamaqua,  October  7,  1857,  a  son 
of  Jacob  Oliver  and  Mary  (Mackey)  Roads.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  largest  anthracite  coal  opera¬ 
tors  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  died  in  1902,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  His  ancestors  were  of 
Holland  Dutch  and  came  to  America  in  the  Colonial 
period,  where  they  played  valiant  parts  in  the  War 
for  Independence.  Colonel  Jonathan  Jones,  a  mater¬ 
nal  ancestor,  was  commissioned  a  colonel  by  the 
Continental  Congress  and  fought  with  distinction  un¬ 
der  Benedict  Arnold  in  the  campaign  against  Quebec. 
He  was  the  owner  of  a  plantation  near  Philadelphia 
that  was  used  by  General  Washington  at  one  time 
as  a  camp  site  for  the  Continental  Army  on  its  march 
southward.  His  maternal  grandfather,  John  Rose- 
berry,  was  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Schuylkill  County 
and  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  He  was  a  major 
of  Pennsylvania  Militia  in  1814  and  in  1819  was  com¬ 
missioned  deputy  attorney-general. 

George  MacCabe  Roads  was  graduated  from  the 
Pottsville  High  School  and  then  undertook  the  study 
of  law  at  the  office  of  the  late  Lin.  Bartholomew. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880  and  since  that 
year  carried  on  a  successful  practice.  In  1877,  while 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  he 
served  in  the  7th  Regiment  during  the  railroad  riots 
and  during  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Intelligence  Service  of  the  United  States  Army.  He 
became  counsel  for  and  a  director  of  the  Miners’ 
National  Bank  of  Pottsville,  one  of  the  oldest  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  Pennsylvania' 
State  Bar  Association  and  the  Schuylkill  County 
Bar  Association,  of  the  Pottsville  Club  and  the 
Schuylkill  Country  Club.  In  his  younger  days  Mr. 
Roads  was  a  semi-professional  baseball  player  and 
until  within  a  few  years  preceding  his  death  was  an 
ardent  field  and  stream  sportsman. 

Mr.  Roads  married,  June  22,  1882,  Maud  E.  Boyer, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Z.  P.  Boyer.  Their  children 
are:  1.  George  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  He  held  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  War 
and  served  overseas  with  the  American  Expedition¬ 
ary  Forces  for  many  months.  2.  Catharine  R.,  mar¬ 
ried  George  Bright,  recently  deceased.  3.  Prall  B.,  a 
graduate  of  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  now  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania 
and  in  active  practice,  associated  with  his  father 
until  the  latter’s  death. 

George  MacCabe  Roads  passed  away,  October  31, 
1932,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  his  family  and  many 
friends. 


BENJAMIN  EARL  CUPLER — A  pioneer  of  the 
moving  picture  industry,  Benjamin  Earl  Cupler  ac¬ 
quired  and  operated  his  first  theatre  soon  after  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century,  and  until  the  time 
of  his  death  continued  to  devote  himself  to  the  mov¬ 
ing  picture  field.  For  seventeen  years  he  was  the 
owner  of  various  theatres  in  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  during  this  period  was  a  prominent  leader 
in  the  business  life  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Cupler  was  born  in  Mahaffey,  Clearfield 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  November  2,  1870,  a  son 
of  Commodore  Perry  Cupler,  who  was  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Moffitt)  Cupler, 
who  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  His  father,  an  oil 
rig  builder,  was  a  familiar  figure  for  many  years 
in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields.  He  was  also  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  September,  1861  in 
Company  F,  105th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  and  serving  with  these  troops  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  many  of  the 
most  famous  engagements  of  the  war,  including 
Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Charles  City, 
Cross  Roads,  Fredericksburg,  Bull  Run,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Malvern  Hill,  Chantilly,  and  the  twenty  days 
before  Richmond.  At  Chancellorsville  he  was 
wounded  and  at  all  times  displayed  unusual  courage 
and  bravery,  in  token  of  which  he  received  the  Cross 
of  Honor  from  the  hands  of  General  Sickles. 

Benjamin  Earl  Cupler  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  an  early  age  began  work  in  the  oil  fields  with  his 
father.  Later  he  engaged  in  oil  well  contracting 
throughout  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  this  field  until  1905.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  he  first  became  impressed  with  the  possibilities 
of  the  moving  picture,  then  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
its  development,  and  entered  the  moving  picture  field 
at  Sistersville,  West  Virginia,  where  he  opened  the 
first  moving  picture  theatre.  In  1909  he  moved  to 
New  Martinsville,  West  Virginia',  where  he  operated 
a  theatre  until  1914,  the  year  when  he  settled  per¬ 
manently  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania. 

Coming  to  Washington,  Mr.  Cupler  purchased  the 
Casino  Theatre  from  E.  C.  Horne.  Subsequently, 
he  also  purchased  the  Bijou  Theatre  from  Mr. 
Horne,  operating  both  theatres  together.  Finally  he 
bought  the  Court  Theatre  from  Mr.  Miller,  devot¬ 
ing  himself  to  its  operation  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Cupler  gave  all  his  time  to  the  theatre 
business  and  was  very  successful  in  his  operations. 
He  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  progressive 
outlook,  maintaining  high  standards  in  his  theatres 
and  bringing  wholesome  amusement  to  the  people  of 
this  city. 

Apart  from  his  business  connections,  Mr.  Cupler 
was  active  in  the  Masonic  Order,  being,  a  member 
of  all  higher  bodies,  including  the  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  the  Commandery  of 
the  Knights  Templar,  and  the  Temple,  Ancient  Ara¬ 
bic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was 
also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
was  a  member  of  the  Washington  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a 1  Republican. 

In  December,  1895,  at  Olean,  New  York,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Earl  Cupler  married  Elizabeth  Minerva  Gar¬ 
diner,  who  was  born  in  Lynn  County,  Iowa,  July 
4,  1877,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Charlotte  Rosetta 
(Murray)  Gardiner,  both  now  deceased.  Her  father, 
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who  was  born  in  Caledonia,  Pennsylvania,  died  in 
May,  1926.  Her  mother  was  also  born  in  Caledonia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cupler  became  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Chalmer  Earl,  born  in  Sistersville,  West 
Virginia,  May  4,  1899.  2.  Velma  Elizabeth,  born  at 
Sistersville,  January  23,  1902.  3.  Chrystal  Romayne, 
born  at  Sistersville,  October  11,  1908.  4.  Kenneth 
Le  Moyne,  born  at  New  Martinsville,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  February  18,  1911. 

Mr.  Cupler  died  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  De¬ 
cember  20,  1931,  after  a  lingering  illness  in  his  sixty- 
second  year.  His  death  removed  an  important  and 
familiar  figure  from  the  city  life  and  was  a  source 
of  widespread  regret  throughout  the  community. 
Mr.  Cupler  was  a  man  of  generous  spirit  and  fine 
loyalty.  He  made  many  firm  friends  who  will  re¬ 
member  him  with  the  warmest  affection  in  years  to 
come. 


HOWARD  W.  LIGHTNER — As  superintendent 
of  highways  of  Lawrence  County,  Howard  W. 
Lightner  has  offices  in  the  city  of  New  Castle,  where 
he  has  been  a  resident  for  many  years.  His  work 
with  the  State  Highway  Department  has  brought  him 
widespread  acclaim,  and  has  proven  distinctly  useful 
to  his  county,  his  Commonwealth,  and  his  fellow- 
men. 

Mr.  Lightner  was  born  on  September  14,  1893,  at 
Gettysburg,  son  of  Edward  M.  and  Mary  E.  (Corn- 
well)  Lightner  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable 
family.  On  the  paternal  side  of  his  house,  his  fam¬ 
ily  line  goes  back  to  Colonial  days,  when  the  Light- 
ners  were  settlers  in  Adams  County,  Pennsylvania. 
His  maternal  grandfather  served  on  the  Union  side 
in  the  Civil  War. 

In  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  his  native  place, 
Gettysburg,  Howard  W.  Lightner,  of  this  review, 
received  his  early  education.  He  also  attended  for 
a  time  the  Gettysburg  Preparatory  School.  It  was  in 
1921  that  he  became  attached  to  the  State  Highway 
Department,  with  which  he  has  since  performed  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  work.  After  serving  as  gen¬ 
eral  foreman  and  assistant  superintendent  of  main¬ 
tenance,  he  was  appointed,  in  1925,  superintendent  of 
State  highways  in  Lawrence  County,  in  western 
Pennsylvania;  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  Castle,  he  has  charge  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eight  miles  of  road  in  this  county. 
These  roads  include  one  hundred  and  seventeen  miles 
of  concrete  and  brick,  fifty-three  miles  of  oil-treated 
surface,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  miles  of  un¬ 
improved  highway,  and  twenty-three  miles  of  semi- 
improved.  He  directs  the  operations  of  two  hundred 
men  in  normal  times,  and  at  peak  periods  employs 
six  hundred. 

In  addition  to  his  highway  work,  Mr.  Lightner 
is  prominent  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  taking  a 
deep  interest  in  New  Castle  activities.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mahoning  Lodge  No.  243  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  His  church  is  the  Lutheran  and 
his  political  alignment  is  with  the  Republican  party, 
of  whose  policies  he  is  a  consistent  supporter. 

Howard  W.  Lightner  married,  on  April  2,  1930,  at 
Pittsburgh,  Ethel  Chilchott,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Virginia  Ruth  Lightner. 
The  family  maintains  its  residence  at  Wallace  and 
Jefferson  streets,  New  Castle,  while  Mr.  Lightner’s 
offices  are  at  Bolt  and  Cherry  streets. 


JAMES  C.  MEWHINNEY,  M.  D.—  A  resident 
of  Spring  City,  Chester  County,  since  1885,  when  he 
came  here  from  Eaglesville,  Montgomery  County, 
James  C.  Mewhinney,  M.  D.,  had  one  of  the  finest 
records  to  be  found  in  medical  circles  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth.  Specializing  in  obstetrics  and  surgery, 
he  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  patients  and 
fellow-practitioners  alike,  and  his  position  was  one 
of  high  standing  and  deep  personal  regard. 

Dr.  Mewhinney  was  born  on  August  2,  1859,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  son  of  James  and  Amanda 
(Harvey)  Mewhinney.  His  father,  a  native  Scots¬ 
man  and  a  cattle  driver  by  occupation,  died  in  1914; 
his  mother  was  a  descendant  of  three  judges,  named 
Harvey,  Corson  and  Leonard  respectively.  Harvey 
Lake  was  named  after  Judge  Harvey.  In  the  public 
schools  of  the  Quaker  City,  James  C.  Mewhinney,  of 
this  review,  received  his  early  education  and  he  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  class  of  1883  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine.  Beginning  his  professional  practice  in  Eagles¬ 
ville,  he  next  practiced  at  Valley  Forge.  As  noted 
above,  he  came  to  Spring  City  in  1885,  where  he 
continued  his  work  until  his  death.  In  his  special 
obstetrical  and  surgical  work,  he  served  his  community 
and  State  most  helpfully,  and  out  of  seven  thousand 
patients,  whom  he  attended  in  his  specialty,  he  never 
lost  one.  During  the  typhoid  fever  epidemic,  of 
1912,  he  worked  continuously  for  four  days  and 
nights  and  later  went  on  with  his  relief  work  on 
almost  as  full-time  a  schedule,  treating  eighty-seven 
families  and  winning  a  record  of  only  four  deaths 
out  of  eighty-seven  cases.  On  more  than  one  oc¬ 
casion,  the  late  Dr.  William  Berner  said  that  Dr. 
Mewhinney  was  the  leading  obstetrician  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  And  it  was  generally  said  that  he 
had  performed  his  professional  duty  at  a  sacrifice 
of  his  own  health,  attending  always  first  and  fore¬ 
most  the  needs  of  his  patients  and  friends  and  all 
who  called  upon  him  for  professional  service. 

In  many  organizations,  medical  and  otherwise,  he 
also  took  a  lively  part.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Chester  County  Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society,  and  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  was  at  one  time  medical  examiner 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  formerly  a 
member,  too,  of  the  staffs  of  several  important 
hospitals. 

In  business,  likewise,  he  had  taken  an  interest.  He 
was  a  director  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Home 
National  Bank,  of  Royersford,  and  he  was  affiliated 
with  twenty-seven  fraternal  societies.  Civic  and  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  early  held  a  fascination  for  Dr.  Mewhin¬ 
ney,  who  was  active  in  a  number  of  offices  of  impor¬ 
tance  in  Spring  City  and  this  State.  He  was  at 
one  time  burgess  of  Spring  City,  and  he  also  served 
as  chairman  of  the  school  board  committee  that 
erected  the  Fourth  Ward  School,  which,  at  the 
time  of  its  construction,  was  one  of  the  finest  schools 
to  be  found  in  the  county.  He  served  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  as  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
and  his  interest  in  educational  matters  had  been  exten¬ 
sive  and  useful.  His  church  wras  the  Lutheran. 

It  might  be  mentioned,  too,  in  connection  with 
his  medical  work  and  his  scholarship,  that  Dr.  Mew¬ 
hinney  was  one  of  the  very  fewr  students  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  ever  to  receive  a  grading  of 
one  hundred  per  cent,  in  the  subject  of  anatomy, 
and  his  academic  standing  then  was  indicative  of  the 
character  of  scholarship  that  was  to  mark  his  career 
thereafter.  Dr.  Mewhinney  always  followed  closely 
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the  newest  developments  in  his  profession  and  in 
general  science. 

His  political  views  were  those  of  the  Republican 
party.  Dr.  Mewhinney’s  fraternal  affiliations  included 
membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  the  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics, 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  In  the  Masonic  Order,  he  was 
connected  with  many  branches  and  was  a  past  mas¬ 
ter  of  his  lodge  by  merit  and  dispensation.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Dejoinville  Council  of  the  Princes  of  Jerusalem, 
Kilwining  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  Philadelphia 
Sovereign  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  (in  which  he  held  the  thirty-second  degree), 
and  Rajah  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Dr.  Mewhinney  was 
fond  of  horses  and  dogs,  and  his  chief  hobby  had 
always  been  fast  racing  horses.  He  had  both. owned 
and  driven  champions  and  was  proud,  indeed,  of  the 
records  of  some  of  his  fine  animals. 

Dr.  James  C.  Mewhinney  had  been  twice  married 
(first),  in  1883,  to  Mary  Cassel,  who  is  now  deceased; 
and  (second)  to  Mary  Dolby. 

Dr.  Mewhinney  passed  away  on  March  9,  1933, 
more  than  a  year  after  he  had  been  first  taken  ill. 
At  the  beginning  of  his  illness  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Polyclinic  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
confined  for  over  a  month.  Despite  poor  health  Dr. 
Mewhinney  returned  to  his  duties,  working  to  relieve 
the  suffering  of  others  until  he  himself  was  stricken 
in  his  office  January  24,  1933.  A  heart  attack  fol¬ 
lowed  on  February  20,  after  which  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed  until  his  death.  Within  the  year,  Dr. 
Mewhinney,  affectionately  called  “Doctor  Jim”  by 
many  of  his  friends,  would  have  completed  fifty 
years  as  a  practicing  physician. 

After  funeral  services  held  on  March  13,  1933,  at 
the  Kimes  and  Nelson  funeral  parlors,  “Doctor  Jim” 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Barren  Hill  Cemetery.  His  unself¬ 
ish  devotion  to  his  profession  will  not  soon  be  for¬ 
gotten. 

Surviving  Dr.  Mewhinney  are  his  wife,  Mary 
(Dolby)  Mewhinney  and  two  stepsons,  Carroll  and 
Irvin  Peiffer. 


JOHN  HILL  FOCHT,  M.  D.  — Dr.  Focht  was 
born  at  Lewistown,  Pennsylvania,  in  1892,  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Bloom)  Focht. 
Both  his  parents  are  now  deceased.  His  father  was 
president,  for  five  years,  of  Susquehanna  University, 
and  was  also  for  several  years  president  of  Gettys¬ 
burg  Seminary.  In  fact,  he  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Susquehanna  University.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Bloom)  Focht,  was  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution.  On  both  the  Focht 
and  the  Bloom  sides  of  the  house,  the  forebears  of 
Dr.  Focht  were  of  Colonial  stock,  and  they  con¬ 
tributed,  both  professionally  and  as  soldiers,  to  the 
historical  development  of  the  Susquehanna  Valley. 
They  were  numbered,  too,  among  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers;  and  among  the  families  of  importance  from 
whom  Dr.  Focht  is  descended,  aside  from  the  Fochts 
and  the  Blooms,  are  the  Stecks,  the  Hills,  the  Browns 
and  the  Hugheses. 

It  was  in  the  graded  schools  of  Selinsgrove,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  that  John  Hill  Focht,  of  this  review,  re¬ 
ceived  his  earliest  formal  education;  and  he  also 
attended  the  schools  of  Southington,  Connecticut. 
From  Amherst  College,  at  Amherst,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  he  was  graduated  in  1914  with  the  degree  of 


Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  was  then  enrolled  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1921 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  class 
was  originally  that  of  1918,  but  because  of  the  inter¬ 
ruption  caused  by  the  World  War  he  did  not  finish 
his  work  and  take  his  degree  until  1921. 

In  1917  Dr.  Focht  entered  the  service  of  his  coun¬ 
try,.  becoming  a  member  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
United  States  Army,  at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia. 
For  two  years  he  served  in  France  with  a  detached 
first-aid  unit.  In  May,  1919,  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  army  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

Upon  graduation  from  Medical  School,  in  1921, 
he  spent  one  year  as  an  interne  at  Geisinger  Memo¬ 
rial  Hospital,  Danville,  Pennsylvania,  and  thereafter 
practiced  for  five  years  at  Elysburg,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1926  he  came  to  Shamokin,  where  he  opened  a 
private  maternity  hospital  of  ten  beds.  Along  with 
his  regular  medical  work,  Dr.  Focht  had  an  exten¬ 
sive  surgical  practice;  and  he  found  his  own  hos¬ 
pital  an  indispensable  asset  to  his  labors. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Montour  Medical  Society, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association,  took  a  large  part  in 
the  general  activities  of  his  craft,  and  kept  in  close 
touch  with  all  the  newest  developments  in  the  med¬ 
ical  and  surgical  worlds.  Active,  too,  in  social  and 
civic  life,  he  was  affiliated  with  a  number  of  other 
organizations  of  prominence,  including  the  American 
Legion,  in  which  his  membership  was  in  Lincoln 
Post.  His  political  alignment  was  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  of  whose  policies  and  principles  he  was 
a  staunch  supporter.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Dr.  Focht  died  August  9,  1932. 


GUYON  MILLER— As  president  of  the  Down- 
ingtown  Machine  Company,  manufacturers  of  paper 
machinery,  at  Downingtown,  Guyon  Miller  had  a 
full  career  identified  with  this  industry  and  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years  headed  it  as  chief  executive. 

Born  at  Coatesville,  September  19,  1856,  he  was 
the  son  of  Benjamin  I.  V.  and  Mary  G.  (Parke) 
Miller,  of  Downingtown,  where  the  family  has  been 
represented  for  many  years.  His  great-grandfather, 
Guyon  Miller,  progenitor  of  the  Miller  line  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  left  Warwickshire,  England,  came  to  America, 
leceived  a  charter  from  William  Penn  to  a  grant  of 
land  on  the  Brandywine  near  where  the  Lincoln 
Highway  now  crosses  the  stream  and  became  a 
landed  proprietor  of  means  and  influence.  That  was 
in  1702,  and  the  family  has  lived  in  Chester  County 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Miller  received  his  academic  instruction  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  community  and  at  Lafayette 
College,  where  he  spent  a  year.  Commencing  his 
business  career,  he  spent  some  time,  a  period  of 
years,  with  the  Port  Authority  in  Philadelphia,  and 
in  1880  came  to  Downingtown  to  found  a  small 
jobbing  foundry  and  machine  shop  with  his  brother, 
F.  P.  Miller.  They  employed  five  workers,  on  the 
average,  and  their  works  were  located  at  Washington 
Street,  where  this  street  is  cut  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  line.  A  year  after  the  establishment  of  the 
jobbing  foundry,  F.  P.  Miller’s  interest  was  bought 
out  by  A.  P.  Tutton,  and  Messrs.  Tutton  and  Guyon 
Miller  were  in  joint  control  until  1885.  In  the  preced¬ 
ing  year,  1884,  the  plant  burned  down;  they  rebuilt 
it,  creating  double  its  former  size  for  the  new  plant, 
then  began  the  manufacture  of  paper  machinery. 
The  first  machine  was  sold  in  Pittsburgh,  for  $5,500. 
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In  1885  the  company  became  a  limited  concern  under 
the  laws  of  the  State,  and  the  company’s  charter 
was  made  out  in  the  name  of  the  Guyon  Miller  Com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Tutton  was  president  of  the  firm  until  his 
death  in  1906,  when  the  company  was  incorporated, 
becoming  under  the  new  charter  the  Downingtown 
Machinery  Company,  which  title  has  been  retained 
down  to  the  present  with  very  substantial  prestige  of 
an  increasing  scope  and  character,  Mr.  Miller  being 
president  all  this  while  and  until  his  death.  Having 
grown  steadily,  the  company  ranks  with  the  leaders 
in  its  field.  Capitalization  in  1906  was  for  $50,000; 
more  recently  this  has  been  increased,  to  a  quarter 
of  a  million,  while  the  real  valuation  is  shown  as  one 
million  and  a  quarter.  This  in  itself  attests  the  sub¬ 
stantial  growth  of  the  corporation  under  Mr.  Mil¬ 
ler’s  direction,  assisted  ably  by  his  associates.  The 
last  machine  sold,  in  1931,  brought  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Other  officers  of  the  corporation, 
during  Mr.  Miller’s  presidency,  were  A.  H.  Standley, 
vice-president  and  general  manager;  Charles  L.  Ellis, 
second  vice-president  and  sales  manager;  Ellis  Y. 
Brown,  Jr.,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and  Jacob  Edge, 
assistant  sales  manager,  and  member  of  the  board. 
Three  hundred  men  are  normally  employed,  full  time, 
by  the  Miller  concern.  Trade  is  principally  with  cen¬ 
ters  in  the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Can¬ 
ada.  A  small  export  volume  is  steadily  maintained. 
The  original  building  of  two  large  rooms,  comprising 
i,6oo  square  feet  of  space,  has  since  been  increased 
to  the  present  dimensions  of  plant,  the  floor  space 
of  which  is  about  75,000  square  feet. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Miller  was  a  member  of  the 
Engineers’  Club  of  New  York.  He  belonged  to  the 
Manufacturers’  Club  of  Philadelphia,  and  listed  his 
affiliations  with  many  organizations  of  scientific  and 
social  purpose.  For  more  than  three  decades  he  was 
a  member  of  the  borough  council;  was  a  Republican 
and  a  leader  in  affairs  of  the  party  locally  and  well 
known  for  his  influence  throughout  the  State;  held 
office  as  vice-president  of  the  library  board  in  Down¬ 
ingtown;  was  one  of  the  most  active  of  local  factors 
for  cultural  and  civic  betterment;  and  was  a  com¬ 
municant  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Miller  married,  in  1879,  Annie  G.  Tutton, 
daughter  of  the  A.  P.  Tutton  aforementioned,  with 
whom,  as  noted,  Mr.  Miller  subsequently  became 
associated  in  business  enterprise.  Mrs.  Miller’s  death 
occurred  in  1903.  Guyon  Miller  followed  his  wife  in 
death  on  May  5,  1932. 


JOHN  CALVIN  McGEARY  — At  the  time  of 
his  death  on  November  21,  1930,  John  Calvin  Mc- 
Geary  was  without  question  the  oldest  business  man 
in  Leechburg,  Armstrong  County,  and  one  of  its  best 
known  citizens.  He  had  lived  in  the  city  for  nearly 
fifty-seven  years,  and  had  been  a  merchant  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  had  endured  the  olden  days 
and  prospered  then  and  in  the  new;  he  was  one  of  the 
few  remaining  connecting  links  between  the  past  and 
the  present,  the  old  and  the  modern.  He  came  to 
Leechburg  when  it  was  a  rural  village  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  persons  and  lived  to  see  it  grow 
to  have  a  population  exceeding  5,000.  His  first  place 
of  business,  on  Front  Street,  where  all  the  mercantile 
stores  were  located,  faced  the  canal,  with  only  a  dirt 
road  as  a  means  of  access.  In  the  development  of  the 
municipality,  Mr.  McGeapr  played  a  prominent  role, 
not  only  as  one  of  its  officials  and  business  men,  but  as 
a  public-minded  citizen  and  civic  worker.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 


was  the  main-spring  in  numerous  of  the  welfare  enter¬ 
prises,  and  as  an  investor  and  builder  erected  some  of 
the  finest  residences  and  business  blocks  in  Leechburg. 

Mr.  McGeary  was  born  in  Allegheny  Township, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  3,  1850, 
son  of  William  Critchlow  and  Deborah  (Sherbondy) 
McGeary,  descendants  of  Scotch,  Irish,  and  French 
pioneer  families  who  settled  in  Westmoreland  County 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  later  aided  in  the 
cause  of  American  independence.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  James  Critchlow,  served  in  the  American  Army 
all  through  the  Revolutionary  War.  John  Calvin 
McGeary  died  November  21,  1930,  in  the  eighty-first 
year  of  his  life.  He  studied  in  the  district  schools  and 
early  started  out  to  make  a  livelihood.  After  trying 
his  hand  at  several  occupations  he  settled  down  to  mer¬ 
chandising  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  came  to 
Leechburg  to  establish  a  hardware  business.  In  March, 
1873,  he  purchased  the  tin  shop  and  contents  owned  by 
Wilson  Daugherty,  one  of  Leechburg’s  early  burgesses, 
and  ran  this  for  a  time.  Then  he  bought  out  the  B. 
Franklin  Hill  hardware  business  on  the  Wanamaker 
lot  on  Market  Street,  and  was  definitely  established  as 
a  business  man.  He  remained  at  this  location,  retailing 
hardware,  until  1880,  when  he  built  the  structure 
which  housed  his  business  in  the  years  which  followed. 

Never  strong  physically,  Mr.  McGeary  had  always 
to  wage  a  double  battle,  one  to  conserve  his  health  and 
another  to  forward  his  enterprises.  He  disposed  of 
his  hardware  store  to  S.  S.  Blyholder,  Henry  Shuster 
and  others,  because  of  ill  health,  and  when  re¬ 
covered  entered  upon  a  partnership  agreement  with 
A.  J.  Elliott  in  the  furniture  trade.  Several  years 
later  this  business  was  sold  and  Mr.  McGeary  again 
acquired  his  former  hardware  store  and  conducted  its 
affairs  until  November,  1901,  when  it  was  sold  to  the 
Leechburg  Hardware  Company.  Mr.  McGeary  had, 
while  still  engaged  as  a  merchant,  become  interested 
in  real  estate,  and  in  1902  he  became  a  realtor  and 
so  continued  until  1906,  when  he  again  returned  to  the 
hardware  trade,  this  time  in  association  with  his  son 
John  E.  McGeary  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  C.  Mc¬ 
Geary  and  Son.  Not  until  a  month  or  two  before  his 
death  did  the  senior  Mr.  McGeary  retire  from  all 
active  business. 

As  has  been  indicated  he  took  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
structive  interest  in  the  development  of  the  munici¬ 
pality  which  he  had  seen  grow  from  a  rural  hamlet 
and  canal  port.  He  served  at  different  times  and  for 
many  years  as  a  municipal  official.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McGeary  were  two  of  the  twenty-six  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Leech¬ 
burg,  in  1881.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board 
of  trustees,  the  treasurer  of  the  congregation  for 
many  years,  and  for  seventeen  years  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sabbath  school.  Not  only  was  he 
to  the  fore  in  religious  work,  but  all  welfare  activ¬ 
ities  and  humanitarian  movements  found  in  him  a 
ready  supporter.  In  his  own  modest  way  he  was  a 
philanthropist  who  gave  generously  of  himself  and 
his  means,  always  commanding  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 

On  December  21,  1876,  John  C.  McGeary  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Sober,  and  the  celebration  of  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  on  December  21,  1926, 
was  a  great  and  happy  incident  in  the  life  of  the  two 
and  of  Leechburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGeary  were  the 
parents  of  three  daughters,  Margaret  D.  and  Grace, 
residents  of  Leechburg,  and  Myrtle,  now  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Grier,  of  Jonesboro,  Arkansas;  and  one  son,  John  E. 
McGeary,  former  partner  of  his  father.  There  are 
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four  grandchildren  living  (1933)  :  Mary  Louise  and 
Albert  William  Grier,  Elizabeth  Jane  and  George 
bowman  McGeary. 


EDWIN  WHITTIER  SMITH— A  member  of 
the  Pittsburgh  bar  for  over  half  a  century,  Edwin 
Whittier  Smith  has  long  been  distinguished  in  the 
life  of  this  city.  He  is  senior  member  of  the  well- 
known  law  firm  of  Reed,  Smith,  Shaw  and  McClay 
and  an  officer  or  director  of  many  important  cor¬ 
porations. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Mount  Washington,  now  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  on  October  23,  1857, 
a  son  of  Curtis  Benjamin  Miner  and  Hannah  Jacobs 
(Washburn)  Smith.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  Pittsburgh  private  schools,  and  subse¬ 
quently  entered  Yale  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1878  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  On  June  12,  1930,  in  recognition  of  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  career,  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Smith  studied  law  at  Pittsburgh  in 
the  office  of  his  brother,  Frank  W.  Smith,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  County,  on  January 
3,  1881.  In  March  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the 
offices  of  Knox  and  Reed,  with  which  he  was  there¬ 
after  associated.  With  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Knox 
in  1901  to  become  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States,  the  firm  continued  for  a  year  under  the  same 
name,  but  in  July,  1902,  it  became  Reed,  Smith,  Shaw 
and  Beal.  Mr.  Beal  died  on  August  18,  1922,  and 
again  the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed,  this  time  to 
Reed,  Smith,  Shaw  and  McClay.  The  death  of  Judge 
James  H.  Reed  on  July  17,  1927,  brought  no  further 
change  in  name.  This  firm  has  long  been  one  of  the 
best  known  in  Pittsburgh  and  Mr.  Smith’s  services 
have  contributed  decisively  to  its  success.  He  is 
properly  considered  a  leader  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar. 
In  addition  to  his  connection  with  Reed,  Smith,  Shaw 
and  McClay,  he  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Smith, 
Shaw  McClay  and  Seifert. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  American  Law 
Institute,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Bar  Association  to  cooperate  with  the  Institute, 
and  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  on  contracts.  He 
is  a  member  and  from  1910  to  1911  was  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association;  and  for  two  terms. 
1923  to  1925,  was  president  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Bar  Association.  His  high  professional  standing  was 
further  indicated  by  his  selection  as  a  delegate  to  the 
International  Congress  on  Maritime  Law  at  Brussels, 
Belgium,  in  1909  and  1910,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Election  Law  Commission  of  Pennsylvania  in  1927. 
Mr.  Smith’s  large  corporation  practice  has  brought 
him  into  close  touch  with  many  important  financial 
and  industrial  enterprises,  and  many  of  them  have 
availed  themselves  of  his  services  in  an  executive  or 
advisory  capacity.  He  is  now  president  of  the  South 
Hills  Trust  Company  and  the  Mount  Lebanon  Ceme¬ 
tery  Company ;  a  director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Railways 
Company,  the  Philadelphia  Company  and  the  Duquesne 
Light  Company;  and  a  director  of  the  Reliance  Life 
Insurance  Company,  the  National  Union  Indemnity 
Company,  the  National  Union  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Monongahela  Inclined  Plane  Company. 

In  spite  of  the  many  demands  on  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  ready  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  civic  service  when  convinced  that 
he  could  genuinely  be  of  service  either  to  his  city  or 
State.  In  addition  to  his  membership  on  the  Election 
Law  Commission  of  Pennsylvania,  he  served  as  a 


member  of  the  Citizens’  Committee  on  Teachers’ 
Salaries  in  Pittsburgh  in  1927-28,  is  now  a  trustee  of 
the  Children’s  Service  Bureau  of  Pittsburgh  and 
was  formerly  vice-president  of  the  Welfare  Fund  of 
Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Smith  has  retained  his  active  inter¬ 
est  in  Yale  affairs.  He  was  president  of  the  Yale 
Alumni  Association  of  Pittsburgh  from  1910  to  1914 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Advisory 
Board,  representing  the  Yale  Club  of  Pittsburgh.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  following  fraternities:  Delta  Kappa,  Delta  Beta 
Xi,  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  and  Wolf’s  Head,  all  of 
Yale.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  Club  of  Pittsburgh, 
the  Harvard- Yale-Princeton  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the 
University  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the  University  Club 
of  New  York,  the  Duquesne  Club,  the  Oakmont 
Country  Club  and  the  St.  Clair  Country  Club.  Mr. 
Smith’s  offices  are  situated  in  the  Union  Trust  Build¬ 
ing  at  Pittsburgh  and  his  residence  is  at  No.  128  Ber¬ 
tha  Street,  this  city. 


ANDREW  BRESLIN — As  a  young  man  of 
twenty-two  years  Mr.  Breslin,  some  four  decades 
ago,  entered  the  contracting  business  at  Summit  Hill, 
Carbon  County,  a  business  originally  founded  by  his 
father.  Continuing  to  operate  this  business  until  his 
death,  he  made  it  the  leading  concern  of  its  type  in 
this  section  of  Carbon  County.  Mr.  Breslin  was  also 
for  many  years  prominently  active  in  financial  circles, 
as  well  as  in  civic  and  fraternal  affairs.  Indeed,  in 
every  respect  he  ranked  as  one  of  the  most  represen¬ 
tative,  substantial  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Sum¬ 
mit  Hill. 

Andrew  Breslin  was  born  at  Allentown,  August  1, 
1870,  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Anne  (Boyle)  Breslin, 
both  now  deceased.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Sum¬ 
mit  Hill,  his  mother  of  Tamaqua.  The  former  was 
for  many  years  and  until  his  death  engaged  in  the 
contracting  and  building  business  at  Summit  Hill. 
He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  during  which  he 
served  in  the  Union  Army  with  Company  G,  202d 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
also  a  Past  Commander  of  the  E.  L.  Connor  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Mr.  Breslin  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Summit  Hill,  and 
after  leaving  school,  was  for  five  years  connected 
with  the  lumber  business.  Next  he  was  engaged  for 
two  years  in  carpenter’s  work  and  then  worked  for 
two  years  in  an  architect’s  office  in  Philadelphia. 
In  1892,  having  thus  properly  prepared  himself  for 
his  future  work  as  a  contractor,  he  returned  to  Sum¬ 
mit  Hill  and  took  over  the  contracting  business  for¬ 
merly  owned  and  successfully  operated  by  his  father, 
the  late  John  F.  Breslin.  He  continued  as  sole  pro¬ 
prietor  of  this  business  and  for  many  years  he  was 
generally  regarded  as  a  leading  and  most  successful 
contractor  of  Summit  Hill.  Financial  affairs,  too, 
received  a  full  share  of  Mr.  Breslin’s  time  and  atten¬ 
tion.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Citizens’  National 
Bank  of  Lansford  and  became  vice-president  at  the 
time  of  its  organization,  and  president  in  1910.  He 
was  also  president  of  the  Homestead  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and 
for  twenty  years  served  as  president  of  the  Summit 
Hill  Water  Company.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Carbon  Telephone  Company  and  the  Loomis  Yale 
Company  of  Gouverneur,  New  York.  In  politics  Mr. 
Breslin  was  always  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  for  many  years  he  took  a  very 
active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Democratic  national  conventions  of  1920  and  of 
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1928,  served  for  seven  years  as  a  school  director  of 
Summit  Hill  and  for  a  similar  period  as  a  member 
of  the  Summit  Hill  Council.  He  was  a  member  of 
Tamaqua  Lodge,  No.  592,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  J.  F.  Breslin  Camp,  Sons  of  Vet¬ 
erans;  Bethlehem  Lodge,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles; 
the  Mahoning  Valley  Country  Club;  and  the  Con¬ 
tractors  Association  of  the  Lower  Anthracite  Region. 
His  religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  and  more  particularly  with  St.  Joseph’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Summit  Hill. 

Mr.  Breslin  married,  in  1893,  Agnes  Daly,  a  native 
of  Tamaqua.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breslin  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Anne  Z.  2.  Mae  A.  3. 
John  F.,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  during  which 
he  served  as  a  sergeant  with  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps  in  France.  Andrew  Breslin  passed  away  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1933.  _ 

GEORGE  W.  LAWRENCE — Many  of  the  county 
officials  of  the  recent  regime  in  Mercer  County  are 
men  who  have  the  best  part  of  their  careers  before 
them.  George  W.  Lawrence,  the  county  treasurer,  is 
one  of  the  popular  additions  to  this  coterie,  and  is  one 
of  the  youngest  incumbents  of  so  important  an  offi¬ 
cial  position  in  the  State.  He  is  a  native  of  Grove 
city,  Mercer  County,  born  August  30,  1896,  son  of 
William  E.  and  Clara  (Atkinson)  Lawrence,  both 
of  whom  are  deceased.  His  father  was  well  known 
and  successful  in  the  contracting  business  and  prom¬ 
inent  in  local  and  county  politics.  The  Lawrence 
family  is  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Pennsylvania 
and  has  an  ancestry  which  goes  back  to  Colonial 
times.  The  maternal  line,  while  of  New  England 
origin,  is  traced  through  some  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Ohio,  who  played  outstanding  roles  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  that  State.  Both  of  Mr.  Lawrence’s  grand¬ 
fathers  served  on  the  Union  side  in  the  Civil  War, 
one  being  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  and 
dying  from  the  effects  of  his  injuries. 

George  W.  Lawrence  received  the  preliminaries  of 
his  education  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Grove 
City.  He  then  matriculated  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a 
degree  in  Pharmacy  in  1922.  During  the  following 
year  he  purchased  a  drug  store  in  Fredonia,  Mercer 
County,  which  he  operated  with  remarkable  success 
until  he  sold  out  his  interest  to  take  over  the  work 
of  treasurer  of  Mercer  County.  Mr.  Lawrence  be¬ 
came  interested  in  politics  even  before  he  cast  his 
first  vote  and  has  been  active  in  local,  county  and 
State  politics  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  auditor 
of  the  borough  of  Fredonia  at  one  time  and  a  member 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1931,  upon  the  first  occasion  of  his  running  for 
a  county  office,  he  was  elected  county  treasurer. 

Along  lines  other  than  business  and  politics,  Mr. 
Lawrence  has  been  prominent  in  community  and 
welfare  movements.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
Mercer  Lodge,  No.  575,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  its  Past  Master;  Valley  of  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  of  Erie,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Grove  City  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  Past 
Grand  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  member  of  the  New  Castle  Con¬ 
sistory  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  a  member  of  Post 
No.  759,  American  Legion,  and  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Grove  City  Post,  American  Legion.  His  war 
record  includes  entering  the  United  States  Army 
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Service  in  1917  and  being  stationed  at  Fort  Han¬ 
cock.  Assigned  to  the  112th  Infantry,  28th  Division, 
he  was  sent  overseas  and  took  part  in  all  the  engage¬ 
ments  of  that  division.  His  honorable  discharge  came 
in  June,  1919,  and  he  returned  to  Fredonia  and  civil 
life  during  that  summer.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  popular 
figure  in  the  Mercer  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Greenville  Kiwanis  Club.  He  is  a  Presbyterian  in 
his  religious  faith. 

On  September  14,  1920,  at  Mercer,  George  W. 
Lawrence  married  Margaret  Allen,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Nancy  N.,  and  William 
Allen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  live  at  No.  136 
Shenango  Street,  Mercer. 


DAVID  E.  LOWE,  M.  D. — To  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  which  he  has  for  many  years  carried  on 
his  medical  practice,  specializing  in  the  diseases  and 
treatment  of  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  David  E. 
Lowe,  M.  D.,  has  richly  contributed  of  his  energies 
and  professional  talents.  Particularly  has  he  proven 
himself  a  useful  resident  of  Uniontown,  Fayette 
County,  where  he  has  performed  his  major  work. 

Dr.  Lowe  was  born  on  August  13,  1887,  son  of  L. 
G.  and  Anna  (Hayden)  Lowe.  In  the  public  schools 
he  received  his  early  education,  being  graduated  from 
Harrisburg  High  School  with  the  class  of  1908. 
For  his  professional  training  he  matriculated  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he 
took,  in  1912,  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  For 
a  year  he  served  as  interne  at  Pottsville  Hospital,  in 
Pottsville,  there  gaining  his  foundation  of  practice 
work;  and  in  1913  he  settled  at  New  Salem,  Fayette 
County,  where  for  four  years  he  continued  his  gen¬ 
eral  medical  work. 

The  World  War  somewhat  interrupted  his  career, 
though  in  a  way  it  helped  to  advance  his  professional 
experience.  In  May,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  Med¬ 
ical  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  in  Sep¬ 
tember  of  that  year  he  was  called  into  the  service. 
First  he  was  stationed  at  London,  England,  for  six 
months,  being  engaged  there  in  the  hospital  service; 
and  afterward,  assigned  to  France  and  Belgium,  he 
remained  for  fourteen  months  in  field  hospitals  and 
on  the  front  line.  He  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  in  June,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Upon  returning  to  the  United  States,  he  came  to 
Uniontown,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  his  pro¬ 
fessional  work.  He  took  a  special  course  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  at  Manhattan 
Hospital,  New  York  City,  where  he  was  a  student 
for  ten  months.  His  practice,  which  has  been  a  grow¬ 
ing  one,  is  but  one  part  of  his  work;  for  he  has 
extensive  hospital  duties,  being  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  Uniontown  Hospital.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Fayette 
County  Medical  Society. 

Active  also  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  Dr.  Lowe 
is  affiliated  with  both  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
His  Elks’  lodge  is  that  of  Uniontown;  and,  in  the 
Masonic  Order,  he  is  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge 
No.  228,  Pittsburgh  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Rite,  and  other  bodies.  He  also  holds  mem¬ 
berships  in  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  the  University- 
Club,  of  Uniontown;  and  his  religious  connection 
is  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  David  E.  Lowe  married,  in  1913,  Ella  Brooke, 
of  Uniontown.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters:  Henrietta  and  Ann. 
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HON.  C.  J.  GOODNOUGH— President  of  the 
Emporium  Trust  Company,  at  Emporium,  Cameron 
County,  and  a  distinguished  figure  in  the  life  of  this 
city  for  many  years,  C.  J.  Goodnough  is  also  known 
to  the  State  at  large  through  his  many  years  of  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Representatives, 
of  which  he  has  been  Speaker  several  times. 

Mr.  Goodnough  was  born  at  Whitesville,  New 
York,  on  July  15,  1867,  a  son  of  Lyndon  H.  and 
Elizabeth  D.  Goodnough.  His  father,  who  was  a 
merchant  by  occupation,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  serving  with  the  Union  forces  as  a  member  of 
the  185th  and  137th  regiments,  New  York  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  from  1861  to  1865. 

C.  J.  Goodnough  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  and  as  a  young  man  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  From  1892  to  1894  he  was  an 
independent  merchant,  but  in  1897  he  joined  the  min¬ 
ing  department  of  the  Emporium  Iron  Company,  at 
Emporium,  where  his  activities  have  since  largely 
centered.  He  advanced  to  responsible  positions  in 
the  organization  of  the  Emporium  Iron  Company  and 
in  1912  was  appointed  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
company,  holding  these  offices  until  1918.  In  that 
year  he  became  president  of  the  Emporium  Foundry 
Works  and  until  1926  served  as  chief  executive  of 
that  enterprise.  Mr.  Goodnough  became  president  of 
the  Emporium  Trust  Company  in  1928  and  holds 
this  office  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  meantime  his  career  in  public  life  was  well 
under  way.  From  1895  to  1907,  he  served  succes¬ 
sively  as  prothonotary,  register,  recorder,  and  clerk 
of  courts  of  Cameron  County.  In  1914,  he  was  elected 
as  a  representative  of  his  district  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  General  Assembly  and  has  served  in  the  State 
Legislature  continuously  until  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Goodnough  is  one  of  the  best  known  public  officials 
of  the  State.  In  the  session  of  1923  he  was  honored 
by  election  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  in  1931  was 
again  chosen  Speaker  for  the  current  session. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Goodnough  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  this  order  he  has 
been  very  active.  He  is  a  member  and  Past  Master 
of  Emporium  Lodge,  No.  382;  a  member  and  Past 
High  Priest  of  Emporium  Chapter,  No.  227,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  a  member  of  Knapp  Commandery, 
No.  80,  Knights  Templar;  Coudersport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Jaffa  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Emporium  Lodge,  No.  984, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  St. 
Mary’s  Country  Club. 

On  November  28,  1899,  at  Emporium,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  C.  J.  Goodnough  married  Florence  Olmsted, 
daughter  of  Herbert  C.  and  Martha  (Cushing) 
Olmsted.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodnough  worship  in  the 
Presbyterian  faith. 


JOSEPH  N.  MACKRELL— For  more  than  eight 
years  past,  Joseph  N.  Mackrell  has  served  as  reg¬ 
ister  of  wills  for  Allegheny  County,  winning  election 
to  this  office  by  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county. 
They  have  known  him  as  a  writer  and  journalist, 
experienced  in  the  science  of  politics  and  an  active 
figure  in  public  life  for  many  years.  He  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  all  classes  generally  and  has  faithfully 
administered  the  duties  of  his  present  office.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  independent,  with  organization  leanings. 

Mr.  Mackrell  was  born  in  Pittsburgh  on  March 
1 7,  1881,  eldest  son  of  Archibald  and  Charlotte 
(Newell)  Mackrell,  who  were  both  natives  of  Pitts¬ 


burgh.  His  father  has  been  an  appraiser  in  this  city 
for  many  years.  The  mother  is  now  deceased.  His 
general  relationship  has  been  quite  active  in  educa¬ 
tional  work. 

Joseph  N.  Mackrell  received  his  education  in  the 
Moorhead  Public  School,  Pittsburgh  Central  High 
School  and  Pittsburgh  Academy.  In  1900,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  he  entered  the  newspaper  field,  joining 
the  staff  of  the  Pittsburgh  “Daily  News.”  A  year 
later  he  went  to  the  Pittsburgh  “Press,”  after  which 
he  was  employed  for  one  year  with  Booth  and  Flinn, 
Pittsburgh  contractors,  in  Westmoreland  County  as 
timekeeper.  Returning  to  newspaper  work,  Mr. 
Mackrell  now  became  connected  with  the  Pittsburgh 
“Times,”  with  which  he  continued  until  this  paper 
was  sold  in  1906.  Then  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  was 
on  the  Pittsburgh  “Dispatch,”  spent  another  year  on 
the  Philadelphia  “Press”  and  “Times,”  and  on  his 
return  to  Pittsburgh  became  political  writer  for  the 
“Chronicle-Telegraph,”  owned  by  United  States  Sen¬ 
ator  George  T.  Oliver.  For  thirteen  years  thereafter 
he  served  in  this  position.  His  articles  and  comments 
on  the  political  scene  brought  him  recognition 
throughout  the  State. 

About  1921,  however,  Mr.  Mackrell  resigned  from 
the  “Chronicle-Telegraph”  to  become  a  candidate 
for  the  Republican  nomination  for  mayor  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  making  an  able  and  effective  campaign,  though 
he  lost  the  nomination  to  William  A.  Magee.  Pre¬ 
viously,  he  had  been  unsuccessful  in  other  campaigns. 
Mr.  Mackrell  now  joined  the  Equitable  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  with  which  he  continued  for  one  year. 
In  1923  he  was  elected  register  of  wills  for  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  taking  office  on  January  7,  1924,  and 
serving  continuously  since  that  time  in  this  capacity. 
Mr.  Mackrell  has  been  an  earnest  public  servant  and 
has  won  commendation  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  Meanwhile,  his  work  in  this  office  aroused 
his  interest  in  law,  and  in  1925  he  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1928  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Mr.  Mackrell  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  law  student  in  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  was  probably  the  oldest  man  ever  to  be 
admitted  to  the  bar.  His  interest  in  the  law  was 
genuine,  and  since  his  admission  he  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pittsburgh  law  firm  of  Bialas,  Ryan,  Irons, 
McIntyre  and  Mackrell,  with  offices  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  floor  of  the  Grant  Building.  Mr.  Mackrell  is 
a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Bar  Association, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bar  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  Society  in 
New  York,  and  the  Mothers’  Pension  League.  He  is 
also  an  honorary  member  of  the  Penns)dvania  Legis¬ 
lative  Correspondents’  Association.  Always  an  active 
Republican  in  politics,  he  met  many  of  the  national 
leaders  of  the  party  during  his  long  experience  as  a 
political  writer,  in  the  course  of  which  he  covered 
no  less  than  eight  national  conventions  for  the 
“Chronicle-Telegraph,”  Republican  as  well  as  Demo¬ 
crat.  He  made  a  favorable  impression  in  his  con¬ 
tacts  with  Republican  leaders  and  his  judgment  was 
respected.  In  Pennsylvania  circles  he  has  become 
increasingly  prominent  in  his  party.  Since  1922  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Commit¬ 
tee,  having  been  reelected  every  two  years  from  the 
Forty-third  Senatorial  District.  In  1926  he  took  an 
acitve  part  in  managing  the  Vare-Beidleman  State 
campaign;  in  1929  he  was  chairman  for  James  F. 
Malone  for  mayor  of  Pittsburgh;  in  1930  was  west- 
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ern  Pennsylvania  chairman  for  the  Davis-Brown 
ticket;  and  in  1932  Pennsylvania  chairman  for  United 
Stales  Senator  James  J.  Davis.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  1932  National  Convention  in  Chicago  and  was 
a  leader  in  the  attempt  to  have  the  Republican 
gathering  go  on  record  against  Prohibition. 

Mr.  Mackrell  has  also  been  prominent  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order.  He  is  affiliated  with  Franklin  Lodge, 
No.  221,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Duquesne  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Mount  Moriah  Council,  No. 
2,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Pittsburgh  Comman- 
dery,  No.  1,  Knights  Templar;  and  Syria  Temple,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  In  1919  he  served  as  Illustrious 
Potentate  of  Syria  Temple,  the  youngest  to  serve 
in  that  office  until  now.  Mr.  Mackrell  is  also  affil¬ 
iated  with  Shiras  Inn  Chapter  of  the  Phi  Delta  Phi 
Fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Keystone  Athletic 
Club.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  sports,  espe¬ 
cially  baseball,  football,  boxing,  racing  and  hockey. 
In  religious  faith,  Mr.  Mackrell  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a  choir  boy 
for  years  in  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1907,  Mr.  Mackrell  married  Edith  Eleanor 
Brandt,  who  was  born  in  Pittsburgh.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  survive 
as  follows:  Mary  Harriet,  Joseph  N.,  Jr.,  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Henrietta.  The  residence  of  the  family  is  sit¬ 
uated  in  Pittsburgh  at  No.  339  South  Atlantic  Avenue. 


CHARLES  EDWIN  LOANE— One  of  the  few 

genuine  pioneer  pipe  line  men,  Charles  Edwin  Loane, 
rounded  out  nearly  a  half  century  in  the  business 
before  his  retirement  in  1922.  He  came  from  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  true  pioneers,  the  original  American  forebear 
of  whom,  Joseph  Loane,  established  himself  in  a 
sailmaker’s  loft  in  1815,  and  continued  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  until  the  steam  vessel  displaced  the  clipper  ship 
upon  the  seven  seas.  Then  his  son  Jabez  turned  his 
handicraft  to  the  making  of  window  awnings,  the  first 
ever  to  be  used  in  the  Eastern  states.  His  son,  Ernest 
Loane,  for  many  years  had  a  large  awning  manu¬ 
facturing  plant  at  Baltimore.  His  son  was  Charles 
Edwin  Loane  of  this  review,  who  from  1883  to  1925, 
was  one  of  the  outstanding  citizens  of  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Loane  was  hardly  a  grown  lad  when  he  became 
interested  in  the  oil  fields  of  his  State  and  sought 
employment  there  in  various  capacities.  As  the 
petroleum  wells  became  numerous  and  the  oil  pro¬ 
duction  greatly  increased,  the  problem  of  the  disposal, 
or  transportation,  of  the  “black  gold”  also  became 
increasingly  difficult.  Mr.  Loane  seized  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  thus  afforded  and  allied  himself  with  what  was 
to  become  the  most  important  mode  of  getting  oil 
to  the  refineries  and  large  centers  of  population.  He 
gradually  worked  his  way  up  and  until  1883  was 
connected  with  the  United  Pipe  Line  Company,  at 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Oil 
City  for  the  first  time,  remaining  for  about  three 
years,  being  transferred  in  1886  to  Parker,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  In  the  autumn  of  that  same  year  he  returned 
to  Bradford  and  in  January,  1887,  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  offices  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company,  at  No.  26  Broadway.  He 
was  a  resident  of  the  metropolis  for  twenty  years, 
or  until  the  Standard  Oil  Corporation,  of  the  famous 
days  of  yore,  was  split  into  its  original  organizations. 
In  January,  1907,  Mr.  Loane  came  once  more  to  Oil 
City,  now  in  association  with  the  Southern  Pipe  Line 
Company,  and  from  1912  to  1922  was  assistant  sec¬ 
retary,  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Southern 
group  of  pipe  lines. 


When  he  finally  resigned  from  these  positions,  his 
resignation  was  not  due  to  ill  health  or  because  he 
was  eligible  to  a  pension,  since  there  was  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  physical  deterioration  and  he  had  been  eligible 
to  a  pension  for  six  years.  Mr.  Loane  felt  that  the 
time  had  come  when  he  wanted  to  devote  more  of  his 
time  and  energy  to  his  family  and  civic  and  Welfare 
movements.  He  took  great  pride  in  his  community 
and  was  one  of  the  popular  figures  in  its  affairs.  For 
many  years  he  had  been  a  devout  communicant  of 
Christ  Church  of  Oil  City,  a  member  of  the  vestry 
and  actively  interested  in  religious  work.  He  had, 
however,  but  a  few  years  to  live,  his  death  occur¬ 
ring  on  November  8,  1925. 

The  passing  of  Charles  Edwin  Loane  was  greatly 
mourned  by  the  city  which  realized  that  it  had  lost 
one  of  its  most  useful  citizens,  and  by  his  many  friends 
who  held  him  in  high  regard  and  affection.  A  para¬ 
graph  from  one  of  the  numerous  tributes  sent  after 
his  death  to  his  widow,  is  illustrative  of  the  character 
of  this  strong  good  man.  Said  this  associate : 

During  the  many  years  of  our  friendship,  there  has 
never  occurred  one  instance  of  unpleasantness  to  mar 
the  affectionate  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  us. 
He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  many  friends. 


JOHN  ALEXANDER  BLANEY  — Some  men 

seem  to  be  direct  inheritors  of  the  spirit  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  settlers  of  our  country,  and  have  the  rare  faculty 
of  being  leaders  in  nearly  everything  that  they  do. 
Those  of  the  older  generation  of  Whitesburg,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  remember  with  admiration  John  Alex¬ 
ander  Blaney,  who  was  born  in  the  Kittanning  Town¬ 
ship  September  11,  1832,  and  died  there  December 
23,  1900.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in 
a  general  mercantile  business  on  a  large  scale  in 
Whitesburg,  and  was  undoubtedly  the  owner  of  more 
land  in  Armstrong  County  than  any  other  individual. 
He  was  the  first  man  in  the  county  to  lease  his  land 
for  oil  and  gas  prospecting,  and  there  are  wells 
brought  in  at  that  early  period  which  are  still  held  by 
his  daughter,  and  still  produce.  He  is  also  credited 
with  building  the  first  apartment  house  in  Kittanning. 
Perhaps  the  most  notable  record  that  he  made  was 
that  of  being  the  longest  continuous  postmaster  in 
Pennsylvania,  serving  the  post  office  of  Whitesburg 
from  1857  almost  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1900. 
At  the  time  of  his  resignation  the  postal  authorities 
at  Washington  gave  publicity  to  his  remarkable  rec¬ 
ord  and  requested  his  portrait  to  be  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

John  A.  Blaney,  like  others  of  his  part  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  the  pioneer  days,  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools,  privately  maintained.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  worked  the  land,  carving  some  of  the 
farm  lands  from  the  forest,  and  throughout  his  life 
was  more  interested  in  the  products  of  the  soil  than 
in  any  other  means  of  making  a  livelihood.  As  he 
grew  older  he  acquired  his  own  farm,  and  for  many 
years  kept  adding  to  his  holdings.  In  later  years 
even  he  could  not  have  told  exactly  how  much  acre¬ 
age  he  owned.  He  cultivated,  with  marked  success 
several  hundred  acres.  The  cattle  business  engaged 
his  attention  in  many  of  the  earlier  years.  He 
bought  cattle  throughout  northwestern  Pennsylvania 
and  drove  them  to  the  Eastern  markets,  and  profited 
greatly  thereby.  When  the  petroleum  boom  came  to 
his  part  of  the  State,  he  immediately  got  in  touch  with 
the  prospectors  and  leased  some  of  his  land  for  drill¬ 
ing.  Many  wells  were  brought  in  and,  as  has  been 
stated  some  of  these  are  now  owned  by  his  daughter, 
Rose  Anna  Blaney,  and  are  producing. 
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A  Republican  in  his  political  allegiance,  Mr.  Blaney 
was  active  in  his  party  from  the  time  he  cast  his  first 
vote.  His  appointment  as  the  postmaster  of  Whites- 
burg,  by  President  Buchanan  in  1857,  was  a  reward 
for  outstanding  ability  rather  than  party  preferences. 
It  is  likely  that  no  other  postmaster  in  the  United 
States  served  so  long  continuously;  certainly  no  one 
in  Pennsylvania  equalled  his  record.  To  Whitesburg 
and  Armstrong  County,  by  his  business  ability,  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  section,  and  by  his  pride  in  and 
devotion  to  the  region,  he  contributed  greatly  to  its 
progress  and  prosperity.  He  was  a  genuinely  good 
citizen  and  man,  one  of  those  whose  careers  make 
history  as  they  are  lived. 

^  In  1857,  John  Alexander  Blaney  married  Minerva 
St.  Clair,  member  of  a  pioneer  family  of  Armstrong 
County.  To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  of 
whom  eight  survived  Mr.  Blaney’s  death.  They  are : 
William  E.,  Hannah  J.,  Rose  Anna,  Mary  E.,  Mar¬ 
garet  E.,  Franklin  S.,  Isabel,  and  Joseph  A.,  nearly 
all  of  whom  have  removed  from  Whitesburg  to  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  country. 


GEORGE  EDWARD  SCHILLING— Progress 
in  application  of  the  science  of  pedagogy  has  attended 
the  career  of  George  E.  Schilling,  who  occupies  the 
position  of  principal  of  the  Bradford  Senior  High 
School.  Holding  an  arts  baccalaureate  and  a  Mas¬ 
ter’s  degree,  he  is  esteemed  one  of  the  best-equipped 
educators  in  the  Bradford  area,  where  his  profes¬ 
sional  labors  already  have  spanned  a  dozen  years. 
He  is  affiliated  with  important  educational  groups, 
both  of  State  and  national  scope. 

Joseph  Schilling,  father  of  George  E.  Schilling, 
was  engaged  in  the  publishing  business  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  Maryland,  which  community  he  also  served  as 
postmaster.  He  was  an  upright  and  forward-look¬ 
ing  citizen,  who  was  respected  by  his  fellow-towns¬ 
men  for  his  real  worth. 

George  Edward  Schilling,  son  of  Joseph  and  Em- 
maline  Schilling,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
June  20,  1871,  and  graduated  from  the  local  grammar 
school.  His  secondary  education  was  received  at  the 
Mt.  Pleasant  (Pennsylvania)  Classical  and  Science 
Institute,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1896.  For  one  year  he  was  a  student  at 
Brown  University  and  then  entered  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity,  where  he  took  a  three-year  course  and  won 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  graduation  in 
1900.  He  was  a  student  at  Crozer  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  one  semester  and  in  1920  received  his  Master’s 
degree  at  Bucknell.  Earlier  in  his  career  he  was  a 
department  manager  at  the  General  Manifold  and 
Printing  Company  and  later  was  connected  with  a 
bookbindery  at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  For  two 
years  he  also  filled  the  post  of  general  secretary  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Franklin, 
in  which  work  he  was  very  much  interested. 

The  teaching  profession  seemed,  however,  to  hold 
better  opportunities  for  service  and  the  exercise  of 
his  gifts,  and  Mr.  Schilling  accepted  a  position  in 
the  Franklin  High  School,  where  he  taught  for  three 
and  one-half  years.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his 
record  in  the  role  of  educator.  He  also  taught  ex¬ 
tension  courses  for  his  alma  mater,  Bucknell  Univer¬ 
sity.  From  the  latter  work  he  came  to  Bradford  in 
1920.  For  five  years  of  this  period  he  was  principal 
•of  the  Junior  High  School,  and  since  then  he  has 
filled  the  principalship  of  the  Senior  High  School. 
His  work  has  always  met  the  commendation  of  teach¬ 


ing  faculty,  pupils,  parents  and  the  townspeople  gen¬ 
erally. 

Mr.  Schilling  is  a  member  of  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education 
Association,  and  the  Board  of  Control  of  Athletics 
for  District  No.  8.  He  was  also  for  two  years  a 
member  of  the  State  Committee  on  Education  for 
District  No.  9.  He  belongs  to  the  Bradford  Epicu¬ 
rean  Club  and  is  affiliated  with  the  council  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  the  lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Franklin.  Active  in  reli¬ 
gious  affairs,  he  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Bradford  and  teacher  of  the  Bible 
class  in  the  Sunday  school. 

George  Edward  Schilling  married,  September  18, 
1901,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania,  Daisie  Stauf¬ 
fer,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Stauffer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schilling  have  three  children:  Josephine,  Mary 
and  Howard. 


JOHN  SLATER — Manufacturer,  financier  and 
man  of  large  affairs,  John  Slater  was  for  many  years 
a  leading  figure  in  the  life  of  Washington,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  entire  life  was  passed  within  this  city 
and,  as  his  talents  and  vision  brought  him  continued 
business  success,  he  constantly  widened  the  scope  of 
his  interests  both  in  industry  and  in  civic  life.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  most  honored 
and  influential  citizens  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Slater  was  born  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
on  June  n,  1858,  and  died  there  on  October  17, 
1930,  a  son  of  Theodore  and  Appolonia  (Weiss) 
Slater,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  who 
was  born  on  January  21,  1821,  adopted  the  shoe¬ 
maker’s  trade  in  the  country  of  his  birth.  As  a 
young  man,  in  1845,  he  came  to  America,  seeking 
the  larger  opportunities  of  a  newer  land,  and  settled 
in  Pittsburgh.  After  a  brief  stay  he  sailed  down 
the  river  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  with  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Mexican  War  enlisted  there  for  active 
service  in  July,  1847,  with  Company  K,  10th  Regi¬ 
ment,  United  States  Infantry  Regulars,  a  Kentucky 
regiment.  He  served  with  fidelity  with  the  active 
troops  until  his  discharge  in  July,  1848,  at  Camp 
Jefferson  Davis,  Mississippi.  Thereafter  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  and  in  1851  began  the  manufacture 
of  shoes  at  Washington.  In  18 66,  following  the 
destruction  of  his  property  by  fire,  he  entered  am 
other  field  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  tobacco  at 
Washington  with  conspicuous  success,  becoming  a 
large  manufacturer  and  distributor  in  this  section. 
Mr.  Slater  was  also  active  in  civic  affairs,  serving 
for  some  years  as  a  Democrat  on  the  borough  coun¬ 
cil  and  also  for  a  time  as  assistant  burgess  of  the 
town.  He  died  on  May  14,  1879.  His  wife,  Appo¬ 
lonia  (Weiss)  Slater,  who  was  born  on  February 
14,  1830,  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  on 
February  18,  1912,  in  her  eighty-third  year.  This 
family  was  the  second  of  the  Catholic  faith  to  settle 
at  Washington,  and  both  parents  and  children  were 
active  in  building  up  the  parish  of  the  Church  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  here. 

John  Slater,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record, 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  Washington 
schools  and  subsequently  attended  St.  Vincent’s  Col¬ 
lege  at  Latrobe,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  completion 
of  his  academic  training  he  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  tobacco  factory 
founded  by  the  elder  man  in  Washington,  and  upon 
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the  death  of  the  latter  succeeded  him  in  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  business.  Under  his  guidance  it  was  con¬ 
siderably  developed.  A  branch  plant  was  established 
in  Lancaster  in  1892,  and  with  passing  years  the 
business  continued  to  expand.  Mr.  Slater  directed  its 
operations  successfully  until  his  retirement  from  the 
field  in  1913  to  devote  himself  to  other  interests. 
He  had  meanwhile,  in  1910,  became  associated  with 
the  Petroleum  Iron  Works  of  Washington  and  re¬ 
mained  as  a  director  and  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  board  of  that  corporation  after  its 
removal  to  Sharon.  He  retired,  however,  from  the 
board  in  1916. 

In  1912  Mr.  Slater  became  president  of  the  Top- 
liff-Ely  Company,  manufacturers  of  children’s  vehi¬ 
cles,  in  Washington,  and  served  as  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  company  until  its  reorganization  as 
the  Sidway-Topliff  Company  in  1924.  From  that  time 
until  his  death  he  was  its  treasurer.  Mr.  Slater  was 
also  for  more  than  thirty  years  a  director  of  the 
Citizens  National  Bank  of  Washington,  and  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  was  president  of  the  Indus¬ 
trial  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Washington. 
To  both  these  enterprises  his  soundness  of  judge¬ 
ment  and  wise  counsel  were  of  the  greatest  value. 
Mr.  Slater  was  one  of  the  first  to  recognize  the 
possibilities  of  the  Washington  oil  and  gas  field. 
With  the  organization  of  the  old  Light  and  Heat, 
Oil  and  Gas  Company  in  1883,  one  of  the  pioneer 
enterprises  in  developing  the  oil  and  gas  fields  of 
the  county,  he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  corpora¬ 
tion  and  for  years  afterwards  was  active  in  oil  and 
gas  development  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
this  connection,  as  in  others,  he  was  very  success¬ 
ful.  The  Light  and  Heat,  Oil  and  Gas  Company 
brought  in  its  first  well  on  April  30,  1884,  and  in 
after  years  largely  increased  its  holdings.  At  the 
'time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Slater  was  vice-president  of 
the  International  Gas  and  Oil  Company  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  a  director  of  the  Lincoln  Hill  Gas  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  possessor  of  other  large  local  interests, 
including  very  valuable  real  estate  holdings. 

In  spite  of  the  many  demands  made  upon  him  by 
business,  Mr.  Slater  found  time  for  many  worth 
while  civic  activities  and  was  always  prompt  in 
volunteering  his  support  when  community  enter¬ 
prises,  whether  civic  or  benevolent,  were  under  way. 
On  the  organization  of  the  old  Washington  Board 
of  Trade,  the  first  association  of  its  kind  in  the 
Washington  district,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  that 
body  and  he  continued  his  connection  with  this  body 
and  its  various  sucessors  until  his  death,  when  he 
was  an  influential  member  of  the  Washington  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Slater  was  also  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  to  whose  support  he 
contributed  liberally  through  the  years. 

On  August  25,  1886,  at  Claysville,  Pennsylvania, 
John  Slater  married  Regina  Theresa  Stillwagen,  who 
was  born  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  on  May  14, 
1861,  and  died  on  January  18,  1932.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Ann  (Nease)  Still¬ 
wagen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slater  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  1.  John  Joseph,  born  on  June  28,  1887, 
died  on  October  17,  1931.  2.  Charles  Francis,  born 
November  5,  1888.  3.  Edward  Theodore,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1890.  4.  Michael  Paul,  born  April  16,  1893. 
5.  Mary  Regina,  born  November  26,  1895,  married 
Leonidas  Barboza,  a  Brazilian  cotton  and  coffee 
broker.  6.  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  May  17,  1899.  She 
is  now  a  member  of  the  order  of  the  Sisters  of 


Visitation,  connected  with  Mount  de  Chantal  Acad¬ 
emy  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  being  known  in  her 
order  as  Sister  Mary  Xavier.  7.  Bernard  Anthony, 
born  May  15,  1901,  died  July  9,  1914.  8.  Francis 
Xavier,  born  September  13,  1903. 


JAY  C.  GILFORD — It  has  often  been  said  that 
“A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country,”  but  the  career  of  Jay  C.  Gilford  proves 
that  a  young  man  may,  through  character  and  work, 
achieve  high  place  in  his  native  region  and  win  sub¬ 
stantial  honors  and  gratifying  success.  Mr.  Gilford 
was  born  in  Clarion  County,  March  23,  1900,  a  son 
of  Harry  and  Amanda  (Richardson)  Gilford.  His 
father  was  a  member  of  a  family  old  in  the  annals 
of  the  county,  while  his  mother’s  ancestors  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Beaver  County.  After 
attending  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Washington 
Township,  Clarion  County,  Jay  C.  Gilford,  when  he 
reached  his  majority,  became  associated  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Game  Commission.  He  was  first  em¬ 
ployed  as  deputy  game  warden  in  Clarion  County. 
After  two  years,  in  1923,  he  was  made  assistant 
warden  in  Division  F  of  the  commission.  Then  for 
a  period  of  four  years  Mr.  Gilford  was  traveling 
game  warden,  covering  a  wide  territory  which  in¬ 
cluded  practically  the  whole  State,  and  familiarized 
himself  with  the  activities  of  the  commission  in  all 
their  varied  ramifications.  In  November,  1931,  he 
became  division  supervisor  in  charge  of  Division  F 
and  as  such  is  the  chief  of  operations  in  nine  coun¬ 
ties  including  Erie,  Warren,  Forrest,  Clarion,  Ve¬ 
nango,  Butler,  Lawrence,  Mercer  and  Crawford.  His 
is  a  post  of  importance,  with  responsibilities  that  call 
for  knowledge,  experience  and  ability.  His  rise  within 
a  single  decade  is  evidence  that  those  in  authority 
recognize  his  possession  of  these  qualities,  and  his 
service  has  met  with  general  approval.  Mr.  Gilford 
is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  local  Republican  party. 

On  September  25,  1926,  Mr.  Gilford  married  Cath¬ 
erine  Howe,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
Robert  and  James.  Mr.  Gilford  resides  at  No.  210 
West  Fourth  Avenue,  Oil  City. 


HON.  LEE  ALEXANDER  McCRACKEN— 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  Hon.  Lee 
Alexander  McCracken  has  been  a  member  of  the  bar 
of  Venango  County,  and  during  the  greater  part  of 
this  period  he  has  been  engaged  actively  in  practice 
at  Oil  City.  In  1932  he  was  appointed  president 
judge  of  Venango  County,  a  responsible  post  for 
which  he  is  amply  fitted  by  ability,  temperament, 
clear  intellect  and  strong  sense  of  justice.  He  was 
born  in  Cornplanter  Township,  Venango  County, 
May  3,  1880,  a  son  of  Joshua  Powers  and  Adelia 
(Dodds)  McCracken,  his  father  being  a  successful 
and  prominent  oil  producer  and,  for  several  terms,  a 
school  director  and  township  supervisor  in  Corn- 
planter  Township. 

Lee  Alexander  McCracken  was  educated  in  the 
graded  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  Rouseville 
and  Oil  City  high  schools,  from  both  of  which  he 
graduated.  He  then  attended  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where  he  took  the 
academic  course  for  two  years  and  the  law  course 
for  two  more  years,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  the  offices  of  Hon.  P.  M.  Speer  and  six  months 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Glenn.  Since  then  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  both 
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in  private  practice  and  as  district  attorney,  his  office 
in  recent  years  being  located  in  the  Veach  Building, 
Oil  City.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  elected  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  of  Venango  County  in  1914,  an  office 
to  which  he  was  repeatedly  reelected,  so  that  in  all 
he  has  served  twelve  years  with  an  efficiency  and  skill 
which  have  received  universal  approval.  In  May, 
1932,  he  was  appointed  president  judge  of  the  county. 

Judge  McCracken  is  also  very  active  in  fraternal 
affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge,  No. 
483,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  has 
been  Past  Master  for  two  terms;  Oil  City  Chapter, 
No.  236,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Venango  Lodge  of 
Perfection;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  589,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  Oil  City  Kiwanis  Club, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  president.  His  clubs  include 
the  Oil  City  Boat  Club,  while  his  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  more 
particularly  with  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Oil  City. 

Judge  McCracken  married,  in  Cornplanter  Town¬ 
ship,  October  1,  1913,  Georgia  Virginia  French,  a 
daughter  of  Winfield  Scott  and  Gertrude  (Vaughn) 
French.  Judge  and  Mrs.  McCracken  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children:  1.  Mary  Louise,  born  April  9, 
1915,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Robert  Alexander, 
born  September  15,  1916.  The  family  home  is  located 
in  Oil  City,  while  Judge  McCracken’s  office  is  in  the 
County  Court  House  at  Franklin. 


OSCAR  SAMUEL  HANNUM,  M.  D.— It  is  to 

the  profession  of  medicine  that  Oscar  Samuel  Han- 
num,  M.  D.,  has  turned  his  attention,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  carried  on  a  general  practice  in  the  city 
of  Bradford.  Though  a  Delawarean  by  birth,  he  has 
contributed  much  to  his  adopted  State,  both  by  his 
medical  labors  and  by  his  devotion  to  worthy  civic 
causes  for  community  improvement. 

Dr.  Hannum  was  born  on  September  17,  1882,  at 
Lewes,  Sussex  County,  Delaware,  son  of  Robert 
Oscar  and  Laura  Elizabeth  (Paynter)  Hannum.  His 
father  was  a  merchant  by  occupation.  In  public 
grammar  and  high  schools,  Dr.  Hannum  received 
his  early  training  and  his  preparation  for  more  ad¬ 
vanced  studies.  When  the  time  came  for  him  to 
choose  his  life’s  work,  he  turned  readily  to  medicine, 
for  which  he  had  a  pronounced  predilection.  Ma¬ 
triculating  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  in 
Philadelphia,  he  was  graduated  in  1907  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Beginning  his  prac¬ 
tice  at  Bradford,  he  has  since  continued  here  his 
work,  which  has  been  distinctly  of  value  to  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens.  Not  only  has  he  carried  forward  his 
private  practice,  which  has  grown  with  the  passage 
of  the  years,  but  he  has  done  important  work  as  a 
staff  member  at  Bradford  Hospital. 

Upon  coming  to  this  city,  Dr.  Hannum  quickly 
became  interested  in  the  local  oil  fields,  which  have 
been  so  productive  of  wealth  in  years  gone  by.  Both 
independently  and  in  association  with  other  Bradford 
people,  he  has  taken  part  in  the  production  of  oil 
here,  an  activity  in  which  he  has  manifested  great 
interest  and  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful. 

Plis  church  is  the  Presbyterian,  his  parish  the  First 
Church  of  this  denomination  in  Bradford.  Each  of 
the  organizations  or  activities  with  which  he  has  had 
to  do  has  in  some  way  profited  from  Dr.  Hannum’s 
efforts  in  its  behalf,  so  enthusiastic  has  he  been  for 
the  advancement  of  Bradford’s  institutions  and  best 
interests.  He  has  not,  however,  given  much  time  to 


social  or  fraternal  life,  believing  that  his  duties  and 
talents  lie  in  other  directions.  With  him,  the  family 
circle  has  ever  taken  the  place  of  club  life. 

Dr.  Hannum  married,  on  April  12,  1910,  at  Darby, 
Pennsylvania,  Nellie  Margaret  Hurst,  daughter  of 
William  W.  and  Sarah  E.  Hurst.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Robert  Paynter  Hannum 
and  Mary  Jean  Hannum. 


THOMAS  REED  HOSKINS— In  commercial 
enterprises  and  religious  endeavors  the  late  Thomas 
R.  Hoskins,  of  Bradford,  was  an  outstanding  leader 
in  that  city  and  also  in  Kane,  where  he  formerly 
lived.  He  was  engaged  in  oil  operations,  was  a 
member  and  treasurer  of  the  Bradford  Supply  Com¬ 
pany,  and  a  member  of  the  Kane  Milling  and 
Grocery  Company.  Religious,  civic  and  charitable 
institutions  and  movements  were  beneficiaries  of  his 
generosity,  cooperative  spirit  and  counsel. 

John  and  Margaret  Hoskins,  the  parents  of  Mr. 
Hoskins,  were  residents  of  Athens,  Ontario,  Canada. 
Here  Thomas  Reed  Hoskins  was  born  August  9, 
1856.  His  education  was  received  in  the  district 
schools  and  he  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  a  young  man  when  he  crossed  into 
the  United  States  and  located  himself  in  Eldred, 
Pennsylvania,  desirous  of  making  a  career.  After  a 
time  he  removed  to  Bolivar  in  this  State,  and  in 
1884  found  himself  a  resident  of  Kane.  By  this  time 
he  was  in  a  position  to  enter  business  for  himself. 
He  established  the  Kane  Roller  Mill,  later  expanded 
into  the  Kane  Milling  and  Grocery  Company,  with 
which  latter  he  continued  to  be  identified  until  his 
death. 

In  1909,  Mr.  Hoskins  removed  with  his  wife  from 
Kane  to  Bradford,  of  which  city  he  remained  a 
resident  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  association  with 
his  childhood  friend,  Robert  A.  Mackie  (q.  v.),.he 
organized  the  Bradford  Supply  Company,  becoming 
treasurer  of  the  concern.  He  was  instrumental  in 
the  development  of  the  business  to  large  proportions. 
In  the  operation  of  oil  leases  in  his  own  right  he 
was  also  successfully  engaged  for  a  number  of  years. 

Business  did  not  command  all  the  attention  and 
energy  of  Mr.  Hoskins,  and  there  were  many  other 
activities  of  a  religious  and  civic  character  in  which 
he  gave  of  his  support.  He  interested  himself  in  the 
work  of  the  Bradford  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation,  was  elected  president  and  served  in  this  office 
for  many  years.  During  his  residence  in  Kane  he 
was  a  trustee  of  the  Kane  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  on  whose  building  committee  he  served.  His 
interest  in  that  congregation  continued  keen  even 
after  his  removal  to  Bradford.  In  the  latter  city  he 
became  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  which  also  elected  him  to  the  board  of  trus¬ 
tees.  In  addition,  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
building  committee  which  had  charge  of  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Bradford  Church.  His  gifts  to  charitable 
institutions  and  to  individuals  were  numerous  and 
frequent.  His  share  in  the  support  of  philanthropies 
was  another  indication  of  his  liberality  and  helpful 
attitude  toward  worthy  causes.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows. 

Thomas  Reed  Hoskins  married,  in  1896,  Minnie  M. 
Roe,  daughter  of  William  and  Alice  (McBride)  Roe, 
of  Seneca,  Pennsylvania.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoskins 
there  was  born  a  son,  William  Reed  Hoskins,  who 
is  married  and  has  a  son,  Reed  Keith  Hoskins. 
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The  death  of  Mr.  Hoskins  occurred  under  par¬ 
ticularly  distressing  circumstances.  He  had  not  been 
well  for  a  month,  but  feeling  somewhat  improved, 
he  suggested  that  the  family  join  him  in  a  motor 
drive.  They  had  reached  Kane  when  he  was  at¬ 
tacked  with  a  sudden  seizure  and  expired  in  his  car. 
The  news  of  his  passing  caused  deep  sorrow  in  Brad¬ 
ford  and  Kane  where  his  life  and  labors  had  been 
so  fruitful  of  tangible  results. 


ROBERT  ALEXANDER  MACKIE — One  of 

Bradford’s  leading;  citizens,  Robert  Alexander  Mackie 
is  engaged  here  in  the  oil  well  and  oil  production 
supply  business,  operating  one  of  the  largest  houses 
of  its  kind,  with  branches  in  widely  separated  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mackie  was  born  in  Toledo,  Leeds  County, 
Ontario,  Canada,  on  December  io,  1858,  son  of 
Robert  and  Isabella  Mackie.  His  schooling  was  com¬ 
paratively  meagre;  for  he  attended  only  the  district 
school  that  his  community  afforded.  Yet  he  was  by 
nature  a  student,  not  alone  of  books,  but  of  men 
and  affairs;  and  his  early  years  were  years  of  prep¬ 
aration  for  life,  whether  or  not  spent  in  the  class 
room  or  beside  the  burning  midnight  oil.  When,  in 
1879,  he  came  from  his  native  Canada  to  the  city  of 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  he  was  equipped  by  natural 
abilities  and  observation  and  experience  for  the  work 
that  he  was  destined  to  perform.  For  twenty  years, 
he  was  employed  by  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Company, 
of  this  city,  until,  in  1907,  with  his  boyhood  friend, 
Thomas  R.  Hoskins,  a  record  of  whom  appears  on  the 
preceding  page,  he  organized  the  Bradford  Supply  Com¬ 
pany.  This  organization  today  has  four  branches  in 
Texas,  one  in  Illinois,  one  in  Oklahoma,  one  in  West 
Virginia,  one  in  Kentucky,  and  five  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Mackie  has  devoted  a  great  amount  of  time 
and  thought  to  the  development  of  the  Bradford 
Supply  Company.  Yet  he  has  taken  time  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  worth  while  social  and  civic  enterprises. 
For  one  term  he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  grand 
jury  of  Bradford.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
he  holds  membership  in  the  different  branches  of  the 
Scottish  Rite,  including  the  Consistory,  and  in  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  also  active  in  the  Epicurean  Club.  His  church 
is  the  Presbyterian.  Each  of  these  groups  has,  like 
his  own  business,  been  the  gainer  from  his  activities 
in  its  behalf;  for  his  cooperation  has  helped  in  the 
promotion  of  many  an  undertaking  of  vital  sig¬ 
nificance  to  Bradford  and  its  people. 

Robert  Alexander  Mackie  married,  June  15,  1890, 
at  Eldred,  Pennsylvania,  Myrtie  Wolcott,  daughter 
of  E.  C.  and  Celestia  (Shaw)  Wolcott.  The  children 
by  this  marriage  have  been:  1.  Agnes,  who  became 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  Kirsch,  and  lives  in  Oak  Park, 
Illinois.  2.  Donald  Wolcott,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Case  School  of  Applied  Science  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and,  in  1916,  from  Leland  Stanford  University 
with  the  degree  of  Mining  Engineer;  he  is  now 
vice-president  of  the  Bradford  Supply  Company,  and 
a  member  of  all  Masonic  bodies;  he  married  (first) 
Harriet  Golden,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Donald  and  John,  and  (second)  Frances  Lomax.  3. 
Robert. 


WILLIAM  W.  KERLIN — Connected  since  his 
boyhood  with  the  poultry  breeding  business  established 
by  his  father  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  Mr.  Kerlin 
has  become  an  authority  in  his  particular  line  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable  and  successful 


poultry  breeders  in  Pennsylvania.  His  chicks,  sold 
exclusively  under  the  registered  trade-name  of  “Rer¬ 
un-Quality,”  enjoy  a  national  reputation  and  dis¬ 
tribution  and  the  business,  now  managed  by  Mr. 
Kerlin,  has  grown  steadily  year  by  year.  In  Centre 
Hall,  of  which  town  he  is  a  native  and  a  lifelong 
resident,  Mr.  Kerlin  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  one  of  the  community’s  most  representative,  sub¬ 
stantial  and  public-spirited  citizens. 

William  W.  Kerlin  was  born  at  Centre  Hall,  Centre 
County,  December  27,  1892,  a  son  of  Arthur  E.  and 
Ida  J.  (Wagner)  Kerlin,  both  natives  of  Centre 
County.  His  father,  as  a  young  man,  became  associ¬ 
ated  in  business  with  his  father,  Abram  S.  Kerlin, 
who  was  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  axes. 
Arthur  E.  Kerlin,  during  this  period,  became  an  expert 
at  tempering  axe  blades.  Later  he  moved  to  Centre 
Hall  and  engaged  there  in  the  produce  business,  even¬ 
tually  branching  out,  in  1900,  into  the  poultry  business. 
In  1904  he  bought  a  tract  of  eight  acres,  on  which 
now  stands  a  large  and  modern  poultry  farm  and 
hatchery.  The  older  Mr.  Kerlin  retired  from  business 
in  1925,  since  when  his  son  has  managed  the  business. 
The  latter  is  the  only  one  of  his  parents’  three  children 
now  surviving.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
in  his  native  region,  which  he  attended  until  his  four¬ 
teenth  year.  At  that  time  he  became  connected  in 
business  with  his  father  and,  as  already  has  been  re¬ 
lated,  he  has  directed  the  business  since  1925,  having 
since  that  time  increased  the  size  of  the  farm  to 
around  forty  acres  and  added  many  additional  poultry 
buildings,  incubators,  etc.  Mr.  Kerlin  was  awarded 
diplomas  in  1915  and  1924  by  the  American  Poultry 
School  and  the  National  Poultry  Institute. 

Each  year  approximately  one  million  “Kerlin-Qual- 
ity”  Single  Comb  White  Leghorn  chicks  are  hatched 
and  these  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  Older  stock  has  been  shipped  to  28 
foreign  countries.  In  Mr.  Kerlin’s  office  may  be 
seen  dozens  of  trophies,  silver  cups,  plaques,  medals, 
and  hundreds  of  certificates  and  ribbons,  all  of  which 
represent  superb  performances  in  egg-laying  contests 
and  highly  competitive  shows.  Among  these  are  many 
first  prize  birds  as  well  as  numerous  individual  rec¬ 
ords  of  hens  producing  as  high  as  332  eggs  each  in 
one  year  in  nationally  recognized  egg  laying  contests. 

Mr.  Kerlin  is  a  life  member  of  the  American  Poul¬ 
try  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  International 
Baby  Chick  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Baby 
Chick  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  Poultry  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  National  Single  Comb  White  Leghorn 
Club.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  latter  he  is  a  director 
and  chairman  of  the  Agricultural  Committee.  Mr. 
Kerlin  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Patriotic  Order,  Sons  of 
America.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Centre  Hall  and  of  the  Centre  County  Thrift 
Corporation,  is  an  active  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  recently  elected 
to  a  six-year  term  as  school  director  in  the  borough 
of  Centre  Hall.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Lutheran  Church.  For  recreation  Mr.  Kerlin  is  fond 
of  fishing  and  hunting. 

Since  a  lad  of  fourteen  Mr.  Kerlin  has  devoted  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  serving  his  country  as  an  infantryman  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
December  15,  1918. 
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Mr.  Kerlin  married,  March  23,  1918,  Freda  Helen 
Bailey,  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerlin 
are  the  parents  of  one  son,  William  Harold,  born  on 
the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  his  father’s  birth,  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1922. 


H.  LEE  GOERMAN — As  the  owner,  publisher 
and  editor  of  the  Ambridge  “News-Herald,”  founded 
by  him  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  H.  Lee  Goer- 
man  has  long  been  a  leading  figure  in  civic  and 
political  affairs  in  Ambridge  and  in  Beaver  County. 
A  staunch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
its  principles,  he  is  widely  known  in  his  party,  not 
only  in  Pennsylvania,  but  throughout  the  country. 
Locally  he  has  done  much  to  further  the  cause  of 
civic  progress  and  he  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  rep¬ 
resentative  and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  this 
part  of  western  Pennsylvania. 

The  Ambridge  “News-Herald”  was  founded  by 
Mr.  Goerman  as  a!  weekly  newspaper  on  February 
8,  1906,  and  has  been  owned,  published  and  edited 
by  him  ever  since  then.  It  is  the  only  Democratic 
newspaper  in  Beaver  County  and  one  of  the  two 
Democratic  newspapers  published  in  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Consisting  of  eight  pages  with  six  columns 
to  the  page,  it  enjoys  a  large  circulation  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory,  which  it  covers,  and  has  always  exerted  a 
strong  influence  in  shaping  the  principles  of  local 
government,  as  well  as  exerting  an  important  in¬ 
fluence  in  State  and  national  politics. 

Mr.  Goerman  was  bom  in  Armstrong  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  on  February  15,  1864,  a  son  of  Leonard 
and  Leah  (King)  Goerman.  His  father,  who  had 
come  to  America  with  his  parents  as  an  emigrant 
from  his  native  Germany,  was  a  farmer  and  wheel¬ 
wright  by  occupation.  He  was  known  as  a  man  of 
progressive  outlook  and  was  active  until  his  death 
in  1901.  Leah  (King)  Goerman,  the  mother,  who 
was  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  died 
in  1914. 

Both  of  Mr.  Goerman’s  grandfathers  were  veterans 
of  the  Napoleonic  wars  of  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Leo¬ 
nard  Goerman,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1832, 
landing  on  July  4th  of  that  year  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  as  a  member  of  a  military  band  commissioned 
by  the  King  of  Prussia  to  tour  throughout  the 
United  States.  The  band,  which  quickly  became  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  excellence  of  its  performances,  gave 
concerts  throughout  the  Atlantic  Coast  cities  and  as 
far  West  as  Pittsburgh.  In  that  city,  after  a  par¬ 
ticularly  successful  series  of  concerts,  the  band  dis¬ 
banded  and  its  members  obtained  farms,  chiefly  in 
Westmoreland  and  Armstrong  counties,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Simon  King,  maternal  grandfather  of  H.  Lee 
Goerman,  was  impressed  into  military  service  by 
Napoleon  I  and  was  at  Moscow,  when  that  city  was 
burned.  He  also  participated  in  the  historic  retreat 
of  the  French  armies  from  Russia  and  later,  with  his 
regiment,  joined  General  Bluecher’s  army.  He  served 
three  enlistments  of  seven  years  and  at  the  time  of  his 
retirement  from  military  service  held  the  rank  of 
colonel  in  the  German  Army.  Subsequently,  he,  too, 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  family. 

H.  Lee  Goerman  received  his  education  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  public  schools  and,  until  he  was  twenty-one, 
remained  on  the  home  farm,  assisting  in  the  duties 
of  its  operation.  When  he  attained  his  majority, 
however,  he  removed  to  Leechburg,  Pennsylvania, 
and  not  long  afterwards  resolved  to  seek  the  larger 


opportunities  which  a  newspaper  career  offered.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  established  the  “News”  in  Leechburg. 
Two  years  later  he  removed  to  Kittanning  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  “Globe,”  which  became  under  his  manage¬ 
ment  the  largest  weekly  newspaper  in  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  with  a  circulation  of  about  6,000  copies. 
Subsequently,  Mr.  Goerman  left  Kittanning  for  New 
Kensington,  where  he  remained  until  he  came  to 
Ambridge  in  1905.  For  almost  thirty  years  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  community  and  for  an  equal 
period  has  published  the  “News-Herald.”  The  fine 
new  building  of  the  “News-Herald,”  completed  about 
1925*  provides  a  completely  modern  plant  and  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  paper  and  for  the  general  printing 
business  which  is  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the 
publication. 

As  an  active  Democrat,  Mr.  Goerman  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  various  State  and  national  con¬ 
ventions  of  his  party.  In  spite  of  his  strong  support 
of  Democratic  principles,  however,  he  is  with  almost 
equal  frequency  asked  to  participate  in  Republican 
party  gatherings,  since  his  disinterestedness,  when¬ 
ever  local  affairs  are  involved,  is  recognized  by 
political  opponents  as  well  as  political  friends.  Mr. 
Goerman  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Ambridge 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is 
the  oldest  Past  Grand  in  Ambridge.  He  is  also 
affiliated  with  Ambridge  Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  and  in 
addition  is  a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  of  which  he  has  served  as  acting  secretary. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran. 

On  April  3,  1889,  H.  Lee  Goerman  married  Sarah 
Amanda  Schwalm,  daughter  of  John  Schwalm,  Sr., 
of  Leechburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  member  of  old 
German  families,  being  a  close  relative  of  Prince 
Bismarck.  Mrs.  Goerman  died  on  May  10,  1916, 
loved  and  honored  by  her  family  and  her  many 
friends  and  neighbors. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goerman  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:  1.  Vera,  who  married  George  W.  Hastings, 
who  is  connected  with  the  General  Motors  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  They  have  two  children: 

1.  Lee  W.  Hastings,  who  was  graduated  from  South¬ 
eastern  High  School  in  Detroit  in  1931  as  president 
of  his  class  and  an  honor  student,  ii.  Vera  Amanda. 

2.  Charles  W.,  associated  in  the  newspaper  publish¬ 
ing  business  with  his  father  at  Ambridge,  and  a 
member  and  treasurer  of  the  Ambridge  School  Board. 
He  married  Helen  Thomas  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Charles  W.  Goerman,  Jr.,  and  Bettie  May 
Goerman.  3.  John  L.,  also  associated  in  the  news¬ 
paper  publishing  business  with  his  father,  and  a  very 
active  figure  in  politics.  He  married  Charlotte  Ann 
Willison  and  is  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Virginia 
Dolores.  4.  Henry  S.,  foreman  in  the  plant  of  the 
H.  H.  Robertson  Company  at  Ambridge.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Myrtle  Irene  Stoffel  and  they  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Dorothy  M.,  Marjorie  L.,  Henry  S.,  Jr.,  and 
John  L.  Goerman.  5.  Sarah  Helen,  who  married 
Joseph  A.  Richardson,  employed  in  a  responsible 
position  with  the  Ford  Motor  Company  at  Detroit, 
Michigan.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  David 
and  Jack  Richardson. 


ERNEST  P.  DeHAAS,  D.  D.  S. — In  the  younger 
professional  coterie  of  New  Salem,  Fayette  County, 
Dr.  Ernest  P.  DeHaas  is  both  a  popular  and  impor¬ 
tant  figure.  He  came  to  the  place  with  the  culture 
and  training  of  the  schools,  a  colorful  experience  to 
which  the  World  War  had  contributed,  and  an  inter- 
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est  in  all  things  civic,  social  and  fraternal.  Iden¬ 
tifying  himself  with  New  Salem  and  its  affairs,  he 
has  proven  himself  a  valuable  citizen  who  has  done 
a  great  deal  for  the  advancement  of  the  town  and 
the  welfare  of  its  people.  He  was  born  at  Benezette, 
Elk  County,  September  7,  1895,  son  of  David  Melvin 
and  Mary  (Patterson)  DeHaas,  the  former  of  whom 
was  engaged,  for  many  years,  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

Dr.  DeHaas  spent  most  of  his  earlier  years  in 
Uniontown,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Uniontown 
High  School  in  1915.  Matriculating  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh,  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1918  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 
Upon  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Dr.  DeHaas  enlisted  and  was  assigned 
to  Dental  Company  No.  1,  stationed  at  Fort  Ogle¬ 
thorpe,  Georgia.  Following  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service,  late  in  1918,  he  came  to  New  Salem 
and  on  January  1,  1919,  began  the  practice  of  den¬ 
tistry  here,  and  has  since  so  continued.  Well  pre¬ 
pared  in  his  profession,  both  by  the  higher  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning  and  practical  experience  in  army 
service,  he  found  little  difficulty  in  securing  a  clien¬ 
tele  which  has  steadily  grown. 

Fraternally,  Dr.  DeHaas  is  affiliated  with  Fay¬ 
ette  Lodge,  No.  228,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  master;  Uniontown  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Commandery,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  Uniontown  Lodge  of  Perfection;  Pennsylvania 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Thomas  J. 
Prendergast  Post,  American  Legion,  the  Triangle 
Club  and  the  Uniontown  Country  Club.  Professional 
ties  are  kept  up  through  his  membership  in  the  Fay¬ 
ette  County  Dental  Society,  of  which  he  is  a  past 
president,  and  the  Odontological  Society  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Salem  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Dr.  DeHaas,  on  August  26,  1918,  at  Dunbar,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  married  Sarah  K.  Preece,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  R.  and  Rebecca  (Shoaf)  Preece.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
DeHaas  had  four  children:  1.  Ernest  Preece,  born 
January  7,  1920.  2.  Joanne,  born  October  5,  1921. 
3.  Robert,  born  February  17,  1929.  4.  Mary  Jane, 
born  September  25,  1931. 


HON.  ALONZO  S.  BATCHELOR— As  busi¬ 
ness  man,  financier  and  legislator,  the  Hon.  Alonzo 
S.  Batchelor  holds  a  place  of  great  importance  in 
Monaca,  Beaver  County,  and  Pennsylvania.  He  is 
popular  in  his  civic  and  social  associations;  being 
public-spirited  and  able,  always  ready  to  give  his 
best  for  the  community,  he  has  been  honored  by 
the  citizens  with  election  to  public  offices,  in  all 
of  which  he  has  ably  and  well  served  to  the  approval 
of  those  he  represented.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
S.  and  Carrie  (Reno)  Batchelor,  the  father  a  native 
of  Allegheny  County  and  a  river-man,  who  died  in 
1908.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1921. 

Alonzo  S.  Batchelor  was  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
on  February  15,  1877.  His  education  was  received 
in  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  in  addition  he 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Em¬ 
balming.  In  1896,  with  his  two  brothers,  A.  S.  and 
J.  R.  Batchelor,  he  established  a  furniture  and  un¬ 
dertaking  business  at  Monaca,  under  the  name  of  the 
Batchelor  Furniture  Company.  Four  years  later, 
upon  the  death  of  J.  R.  Batchelor,  the  firm  was 
reorganized  under  the  name  of  Batchelor  Brothers, 


which  is  its  present  form,  and  some  time  after  C. 
C.  Aughenbaugh  was  admitted  to  partnership  in  the 
concern.  From  this  beginning  the  business  has  had 
a  steady  and  prosperous  growth,  gradually  extending 
its  influence  until  at  present  it  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  outstanding  concerns  of  its  line  in  the  entire 
county.  A  branch,  established  at  Rochester,  has  been 
successful  and  is  housed  in  a  modern  building  on 
Brighton  Avenue,  one  of  the  finest  structures  of  its 
kind  in  Beaver  County.  The  new  building  is  six 
stories  high,  with  a  floor  space  of  40.000  square  feet. 
In  their  funeral  directing  business,  Batchelor  Broth¬ 
ers  are  extremely  well  equipped,  with  ambulances, 
funeral  parlors  and  a  motorized  turnout,  and  have, 
besides,  a  reputation  for  courtesy  and  considerate 
service.  Among  other  business  and  financial  activ¬ 
ities.  Mr.  Batchelor  is  president  of  the  Citizens' 
National  Bank  of  Monaca;  Cammar  Building  and 
Loan  Association;  Penn  Beaver  Hotel  Corporation; 
and  a  director  of  the  Rochester  Thrift  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation. 

Interested  and  active  in  politics  as  a  Republican 
since  the  time  he  cast  his  first  vote,  Mr.  Batchelor 
was  elected  in  1929  as  a  representative  of  his  dis¬ 
trict  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  two  terms. 
He  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  much  construc¬ 
tive  legislation  while  in  Harrisburg.  In  November, 
1932,  he  was  again  honored  by  an  appreciative  con¬ 
stituency  by  election  as  Senator  from  the  Forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  District. 

During  the  World  War,  Air.  Batchelor  was  prom¬ 
inent  on  various  boards  and  committees  for  patri¬ 
otic  service.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  now 
a  member  and  also  ex-president  of  the  Rotary  Club 
of  Rochester,  and  is  president  of  the  Rochester 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  he  also  helped  to 
organize.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Rochester 
Lodge,  No.  229,  Free  and  Accepted  Alasons:  Eureka 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Alasons,  of  Rochester;  Hiram 
Council,  Royal  and  Select  Alasters,  of  New  Castle; 
Beaver  County  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  is  Past  Commander;  \ralley  of  Pittsburgh 
Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Knights  of  Pythias; 
Junior  Order  United  American  Alechanics  and  the 
Grange.  His  religious  fellowship  is  with  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  of  the  official  board  of  which  he  is 
a  member. 

Air.  Batchelor  married,  at  Rochester,  September 
11,  1907,  Jessie  Holmes,  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Eugenia  (Roberts)  Holmes,  of  Allegheny  County. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Batchelor  have  four  children:  1. 
Elvin,  born  in  1908.  a  graduate  of  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege  and  Cincinnati  College  of  Embalming,  now  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father.  2.  Eugenia,  born  in  1914  and 
now  attending  Wooster  College.  3.  Frances,  born  in 
1918.  4.  Marian,  born  in  1925. 


ALFRED  MINCIN — Coming  to  this  country  as 
a  young  man,  Alfred  Alincin,  later  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  business  men  of  Alount  Lebanon,  Allegheny 
County,  overcame  the  handicap  of  a  lack  of  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  language  of  the  country  in  which  he  lo¬ 
cated,  and  of  the  lack  of  friends,  and  rose  to  a  place 
of  honor  and  high  esteem.  He  was  born  at  Aleduno, 
Province  of  Udine,  Italy,  February  2,  1889,  and  died 
of  myocarditis  April  10,  1932.  He  was  well  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Venice,  Italy,  and  served  for  some 
years  in  the  Italian  Army.  Like  many  another  of  his 
race,  he  believed  that  opportunity  lay  before  him  in 
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America,  and  in  the  1890’s  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
found  work,  if  not  wealth,  in  his  adopted  country. 
He  gradually  learned  the  English  language  and  be¬ 
came  familiar  with  American  ways  of  doing  things. 
After  being  occupied  in  various  trades,  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  lumber  business,  and  in  1923  estab¬ 
lished  a  lumber  yard  at  Irwin,  Pennsylvania.  For 
nearly  three  years  he  sold  lumber  and  masons’  sup¬ 
plies,  and  the  various  materials  which  go  into  the  con¬ 
struction  of  houses.  In  1926  he  removed  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  started  in  the  contracting  and  building 
business.  A  year  later  he  entered  into  a  partnership 
agreement  with  Arthur  A.  Silhol,  and  purchased  the 
Bridgeville  Lumber  and  Supply  Company;  changed 
the  name  to  the  Bridgeville  Lumber  Company,  Inc., 
and  continued  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs  until  death 
stayed  his  hand.  It  was,  and  is,  one  of  the  important 
concerns  of  the  place  and  a  monument  to  the  years 
of  hard  work  and  skill  and  progress,  oftimes  in  the 
face  of  great  discouragement  and  the  stress  of  a 
business  depression  which  was  world-wide. 

Mr.  Mincin  was  an  exceedingly  well  informed 
man,  modern  in  his  outlook,  and  optimistic  in  his 
vision  of  the  future.  He  kept  in  close  touch  with  his 
colleagues  in  the  trade  as  a  member  of  the  Retail 
Lumber  Dealers  Association  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
National  Lumber  Dealers  Association,  and  was  a 
popular  figure  in  the  affairs  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  of  Bridgeville.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views ;  his  church  was  St.  Bernard’s  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  of  Mount  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania.  He 
loved  home  and  children ;  the  philanthropic  interests 
closest  to  his  heart  were  those  which  had  to  do  with 
the  welfare  of  youth.  Generous  to  a  fault,  he  gave 
to  those  who  were  needy,  and  helped  those  less  for¬ 
tunate  than  himself. 

At  Herminie,  Pennsylvania,  on  December  13,  1914, 
Alfred  Mincin  married  Maria  Del  Bianco,  a  native  of 
his  town  and  country,  born  May  10,  1896.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Angeline  (Miniutte)  Bianco, 
the  former  also  a  native  of  Meduno,  Province  of 
Udine,  and  the  latter  born  in  the  Tremonti  Province. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mincin  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  the  first  six  born  at  Herminie,  the  last  two  at 
Mount  Lebanon:  1.  Anna,  born  February  1,  1917. 
2.  Ida,  born  September  17,  1918.  3.  Albert,  born  May 
24,  1920.  4.  Alfred,  born  November  9,  1921.  5. 

Fiory,  born  January  31,  1923.  6.  John,  born  July  9, 

1925.  7.  Angeline,  born  January  10,  1927.  8.  Marie, 

born  March  10,  1928. 


WILLIAM  M.  BOSSERMAN— -The  farm  owned 
by  William  M.  Bosserman,  supervising  principal  of 
the  schools  of  Patton,  was  deeded  to  his  forefathers 
by  no  less  a  personage  than  William  Penn,  and  he 
still  has  the  original  documents  of  transfer  of  the 
property  in  his  possession.  Mr.  Bosserman  has  been 
in  the  educational  profession  at  Patton  for  thirty 
years,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  filled  his 
present  position.  He  was  born  in  East  Berlin,  Adams 
County,  October  4,  1878,  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Gochenaur)  Bosserman;  the  former,  a  native  of 
Adams  County,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  March  21, 
1931,  while  the  mother,  born  in  York  County,  still 
lives  in  East  Berlin.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union :  1.  William  M.,  of  this  review.  2.  Mary, 

married  James  Markey,  of  Chambersburg.  3.  Della, 
married  Nevin  A.  Decker,  of  East  Berlin.  4.  Amanda, 
deceased. 

Mr.  Bosserman  graduated  from  Juniata  College  in 
the  class  of  1897.  He  taught  for  two  years  in  Read¬ 


ing  Township,  Adams  County,  and  then  transferred 
to  Juniata  Borough,  where  he  was  stationed  as  an 
educator  for  three  years.  It  was  from  Juniata  that 
he  came  to  Patton,  where  he  has  since  been  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  building  up  and  maintaining  the 
school  system  in  cooperation  with  the  other  authori¬ 
ties. 

Mr.  Bosserman  married,  August  1,  1928,  Ida  E. 
Forsburg,  who  was  born  in  Patton,  and  they  make 
their  home  here. 


JOHN  M.  BOOB — One  of  the  best  known  citi¬ 
zens  of  Centre  County,  popular  and  prominent  in  its 
affairs,  John  M.  Boob  was  recently  honored  with 
election  as  its  high  sheriff.  A  man  of  strength  of 
character  and  physique,  of  unimpeachable  integrity 
and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  county  and  its 
people,  it  was  fitting  that  he  should  be  placed  in  so 
important  an  office.  He  is  a  native  of  Centre  County, 
born  May  17,  1896,  the  son  of  Edward  W.  and 
Rheuie  (Bubb)  Boob,  both  of  whom  were  of  Centre 
County  birth.  The  senior  Mr.  Boob  was  a  lifelong 
agriculturist,  efficient  and  industrious.  He  died  in 
1907,  his  widow,  who  survives  him,  now  dwells  at 
Millheim,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  John  M.,  of  this  review.  2.  Viola 
M.,  deceased.  3.  Lloyd  F.,  now  a  resident  of  Mill¬ 
heim. 

John  M.  Boob’s  early  life  was  that  of  the  country 
boy  maturing  among  the  healthful  surroundings  of 
the  farm.  He  attended  the  local  country  schools  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher  with  his  step¬ 
father,  Harry  H.  Leitzell,  in  Millheim.  From  there 
he  answered  his  country’s  call  to  military  service 
which  will  be  described  later.  After  returning  to 
civil  life  he  took  up  vocational  training  by  enter¬ 
ing  the  Peirce  School  of  Business  Administration  at 
Philadelphia  from  which  he  graduated.  He  then  won 
a  place  for  himself  in  his  meat  market  among  the 
business  men  of  Millheim.  In  1928  he  became  Mill- 
heim’s  justice  of  the  peace,  serving  until  he  became 
high  sheriff  of  Centre  County  in  1932,  which  position 
he  holds  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 

Private  John  M.  Boob  entered  the  United  States 
Army,  May  27,  1918,  at  Bellefonte.  Sent  to  Camp 
Meade,  Maryland,  he  was  assigned  to  Company  H, 
314th  Infantry,  79th  Division,  American  Expedition¬ 
ary  Forces.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dix,  New 
Jersey,  May  29,  1919,  from  the  Base  Hospital  after 
receiving  surgical  treatment  for  disabilities  received 
while  on  active  duty  in  France.  He  served  overseas 
from  July  6,  1918,  to  March  22,  1919,  and  was  in 
action  at  Malancourt,  Montfaucon,  Nantillois  (Sep¬ 
tember  26  to  October  1,  1918);  Valley  of  the  Meuse, 
Verdun  Sector  (November  1  to  November  11,  1918); 
Avocourt,  Meuse- Argonne,  Troyon,  Verdun-Frome- 
revlille.  Gassed  on  November  7,  1918,  in  the  Ver¬ 
dun  Sector,  he  returned  to  the  United  States  with 
St.  Aignan  Casual  Company  No.  993. 

He  is  a  Past  Commander  of  Keystone  Post,  No. 
444,  at  Millheim,  American  Legion,  and  Past  Chef- 
de-Gare  of  Centre  County  Voiture,  No.  14,  40  Hom¬ 
ines  et  8  Chevaux,  in  which  latter  society  he  was 
Sous  Grand  Cheminout  of  the  North  Central  Dis¬ 
trict  in  1930. 

Mr.  Boob  is  a  grandson  of  Nathaniel  Boob,  of 
Millheim,  who  served  with  Pennsylvania’s  Famous 
148th  Volunteer  Regiment,  Company  A,  was  twice 
wounded,  and  was  a  prisoner  in  the  noted  Belle-Isle 
and  Libby  prisons  during  the  Civil  War. 
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Mr.  Boob  has  been  for  some  years  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  and  active  in  its  religious  work. 
Fraternally  his  affiliations  are  numerous,  being  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  in  which  he  is 
past  chief.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Nittany 
Country  Club. 

On  Christmas  Day,  of  the  year  1921,  John  M. 
Boob  married  Mabel  Weaver,  of  Centre  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boob  make  their  home  in  Belle fonte. 


HARRY  F.  GOOD — Widely  known  in  Central 
Pennsylvania  as  an  exceptionally  able  and  successful 
business  man,  Mr.  Good  has  been  identified  since  his 
youth  with  the  clay  manufacturing  business  estab¬ 
lished  at  Patton,  Cambria  County,  almost  forty  years 
ago  by  his  father.  Together  with  his  two  brothers, 
he  has  materially  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  which  this  company  has  long  enjoyed  and 
thereby  also  to  the  civic  and  economic  progress  of 
Cambria  County.  As  a  result  he  ranks  as  one  of  the 
really  representative  and  substantial  citizens  in  this 
part  of  Pennsylvania  and  occupies  a  position  of  im¬ 
portance  and  influence. 

Harry  F.  Good  was  born  at  Lock  Haven,  January 
4,  1880,  a  son  of  the  late  George  Smith  and  Kathryn 
Angelica  (Baker)  Good,  both  natives  of  Milton.  His 
father  was,  during  his  earlier  career,  a  railway  con¬ 
tractor  and  then  engaged  in  the  sewer  pipe  and  fire 
brick  manufacturing  business  at  Patton  and  Lumber 
City.  It  was  in  1892  that  he  came  to  Patton,  Cambria 
County,  and  three  years  later,  in  1895,  organized  the 
Patton  Clay  Manufacturing  Company,  together  with 
Hon.  James  Kerr,  A.  G.  Palmer  and  General  John 
Magee.  This  company  was  at  first  a  stock  company, 
but  in  1898  Mr.  Good  bought  out  all  the  stockholders 
and  after  that  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  plant,  which 
he  operated  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  sons  until 
his  death  on  October  14,  1913-  His  wife  died  on 
March  5,  1931.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  S.  Good  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  1.  Sallie,  who  married 
Louis  P.  Church,  of  Hudson,  New  York.  2.  Mary 
W.,  a  resident  of  Lock  Haven.  3.  Georgiana,  now 
deceased.  4.  Katheryn,  now  deceased.  5.  Edward, 
now  deceased.  6.  Blanche  Beatrice,  who  married 
Charles  T.  Lark,  of  Hackensack,  New  Jersey.  7. 
Harry  F .,  of  whom  further.  8.  Ralph  E.,  associated 
with  his  older  brother  in  the  business  originally 
founded  by  their  father,  who  married,  November 
I0>  I9i5>  Marion  Bigler,  a  native  of  Clearfield 
County,  and  they  had  two  children:  George  G.  and 
Eleanore  B.,  now  deceased.  He  has  served  as  coun¬ 
cilman  at  Patton  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lock 
Haven  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  9.  George  S.,  a  resident  of  Ebensburg,  who  is 
also  associated  in  business  with  his  brothers  and 
whose  career  is  described  in  a  separate  article  on  this 
page. 

As  a  young  man  Harry  F.  Good  became  associated 
in  business  with  his  father  and  with  his  younger 
brothers,  Ralph  E.  and  George  S.  Good.  Ever  since 
then  he  has  continued  to  be  identified  with  this  busi¬ 
ness,  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Patton  Clay 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Patton,  Cambria  County. 
The  company  manufactures  sewer  pipe,  flue  lining, 
liner  plates,  paving  and  building  brick.  It  is  one 
of  the  largest  plants  of  its  type  in  this  part  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  employs  about  four  hundred  people. 


Its  success  in  recent  years  must  be  largely  ascribed 
to  the  business  and  executive  ability  of  Mr.  Good 
and  his  brothers,  all  of  whom  are  widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  in  business  circles. 

Harry  F.  Good  married  (first),  in  July,  1900, 
Anna  Hoxie,  of  Cambria  County.  She  was  killed  in 
an  automobile  accident  in  1907,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Katheryn  Angelica,  now  the  wife  of  Robert  S.  Furst, 
of  Pasadena,  California.  Mr.  Good  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  in  May,  1911,  Kathryne  Jane  Anshutz,  a  native 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  by  this  marriage  became  the 
father  of  three  children:  Rita  Marie,  Harry  F.,  Jr., 
and  Virginia  May. 


GEORGE  S.  GOOD — Since  his  early  youth  Mr. 
Good  has  been  identified  with  the  important  clay 
manufacturing  business  established  by  his  late  father 
many  years  ago,  while  he  himself  was  still  a  small 
boy.  During  his  long  connection  with  the  Patton 
Clay  Manufacturing  Company  Mr.  Good  has  ac¬ 
quired  a  most  thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches 
of  the  business,  which,  joined  to  his  business  and 
executive  ability,  has  made  it  possible  for  him  to  play 
an  important  part  in  building  up  this  company  to  its 
present  large  proportions.  In  this  work  he  has  been 
closely  associated  with  his  two  older  brothers,  and 
since  their  father’s  death  they  have  jointly  owned  and 
operated  the  company,  which  is  an  important  factor 
in  the  economic  life  of  Centre  County. 

George  S.  Good  was  born  at  Lock  Haven,  March 
6,  1886,  the  youngest  of  the  nine  children  of  George 
Smith  and  Kathryn  Angelica  (Baker)  Good,  both 
natives  of  Milton  and  both  now  deceased.  His  father 
died  on  October  14,  1913,  his  mother  on  March  5, 
1931.  The  former  was  during  his  earlier  life  a  well- 
known  railroad  contractor  and  built  the  Moffett 
Railroad  from  Denver  to  Boulder,  Colorado.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  sewer  pipe  and  fire  brick  manu¬ 
facturing  business  at  Lock  Haven  and,  in  1895,  he 
organized  the  Patton  Clay  Manufacturing  Company 
at  Patton,  Centre  County.  Eventually,  he  became 
the  sole  owner  of  this  company,  which  he  continued 
to  operate  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  until  his 
death.  Since  then  his  sons,  George  S.,  Harry  F. 
and  Ralph  E.  Good,  have  been  associated  in  the  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  of  the  company,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  type  in  Central  Pennsylvania.  It  manu¬ 
factures  sewer  pipe,  flue  lining,  liner  plates  and  pav¬ 
ing  and  building  brick  and  employs  about  four  hun¬ 
dred  people. 

Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lock  Haven,  George  S.  Good  then  at¬ 
tended  St.  Luke’s  School  in  Philadelphia  and  St.  Paul’s 
at  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York.  After 
leaving  school  he  entered  his  father’s  plant  at  Patton 
and  since  his  father’s  death  he  has  been  actively 
associated  in  the  management  of  this  important  enter¬ 
prise  with  his  two  older  brothers,  Harry  F.  and 
Ralph  E.  Good,  whose  careers  are  described  in  a 
separate  article  on  this  page.  Mr.  Good  is  now' 
vice-president  of  the  Patton  Clay  Manufacturing 
Company. 

Mr.  Good  married  (second),  in  November,  1925, 
Gladys  Smythe,  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  marriage 
he  is  the  father  of  two  daughters,  Georgina  and  Sally 
Blanche.  By  a  previous  marriage  he  is  the  father 
of  three  children,  Louis  C.,  Mary  N.  and  Louise  M. 


ADAM  MARTIN  WYANT— Member  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  resident  in  Pennsylvania  since  pre-Revolutionary 
days,  its  American  founder  having  fought  on  the  side 
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of  the  Colonists  in  the  War  for  Independence,  Hon. 
Adam  Martin  Wyant,  of  Greensburg,  has  brought 
further  distinction  to  the  name.  He  has  served  six 
terms  in  Congress  as  representative  from  the  Thirty- 
first  Pennsylvania  District.  His  labors  in  behalf  of 
his  constituency  have  been  of  that  quality  and  energy 
which  effected  great  benefit  for  the  people  of  his 
district,  and  his  position  on  matters  of  national  inter¬ 
est  has  been  regular  and  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
structive,  as  becomes  a  trained  legislator.  Mr.  Wyant 
is  a  lawyer  by  profession  and  has  important  busi¬ 
ness  interests  in  Greensburg  and  Westmoreland 
County. 

Henry  Wyant,  great-great-grandfather  of  Con¬ 
gressman  Wyant,  was  born  in  Germany.  He  came 
to  America,  landing  at  Philadelphia,  and  later  located 
in  the  Delaware  German  settlement,  and  subse¬ 
quently  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  laid 
the  foundation  in  his  section  of  that  hardy  German 
pioneer  stock  which  has  contributed  so  much  to  the 
upbuilding  of  this  State  and  other  commonwealths 
of  the  Union.  Strong  religious  tendencies,  industry 
and  thrift  have  marked  the  descendants  of  the 
founder.  Henry  Wyant  fought  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War,  and  later  members  of  the  family  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Civil  War  on  the  side  of  the  North. 

Martin  Wyant,  son  of  Henry  Wyant,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Bedford  County.  In  the  spring  of 
1832,  he  made  the  difficult  migration  with  his  large 
family,  across  the  mountains  to  Washington  Town¬ 
ship,  Armstrong  County,  where  he  made  settlement 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  He  pursued  farming 
and  the  manufacture  of  charcoal.  He  married  Chris- 
teena  Booher,  born  in  Bedford  County,  daughter  of 
Bartholomew  Booher.  The  family  of  Booher  orig¬ 
inated  in  Germany,  as  did  the  Wyants,  and  they  first 
located  in  Berks  County,  whence  they  removed  to 
Bedford  County.  Martin  Wyant  was  the  father  of 
fourteen  children,  and  three  of  the  sons  fought  in  the 
Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War:  Henry  died  in  An- 
dersonville  Prison;  Jacob  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  McLemore’s  Cove,  Georgia;  and  Frederick  was 
a  member  of  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  to  which 
he  has  been  transferred  from  the  78th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment. 

Adam  Wyant,  second  son  and  child  of  Martin  and 
Christeena  (Booher)  Wyant,  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  July  4,  1813,  and  came  to  Washington 
Township,  Armstrong  County,  with  his  father  in 
1832.  He  filled  the  office  of  tax  collector.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  in  1833,  Rachel  Yerty,  who  died  in  1846. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children.  He  married 
(second),  March  25,  1847,  Sophia  Bowser,  and  she 
bore  him  ten  children.  Three  sons  of  Adam  Wyant 
served  in  the  Civil  War:  Andrew  H.,  59th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Regiment,  wounded  in  the  arm  at  Gettysburg; 
Martin,  104th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  shot  through  the  thigh,  but  served  until  the  end 
of  the  war;  and  Archibald  M.,  who  was  in  the 
cavalry,  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilder¬ 
ness,  being  injured  when  his  mule  was  shot  from 
under  him. 

Christian  Yerty  Wyant,  eldest  son  and  child  of 
Adam  and  Rachel  (Yerty)  Wyant,  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  1834.  He  married  Elizabeth  Johns  and  had 
children:  1.  Mary  Wyant,  married  Curtis  Philips. 
2.  Rose  Wyant,  married  C.  F.  Kramer.  3.  Dr.  A. 
R.  E.  Wyant.  4.  Adam  Martin  Wyant,  of  whom 
further.  5.  Dr.  W.  W.  Wyant.  6.  Dr.  Florence  B. 
Wyant. 


Adam  Martin  Wyant,  younger  son  and  fourth 
child  of  Christian  Yerty  and  Elizabeth  (Johns) 
Wyant,  was  born  September  15,  1869,  near  Kit¬ 
tanning,  Armstrong  County,  and  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  home  district,  afterward  taking 
a  college  preparatory  course  at  Mount  Pleasant 
Institute.  He  then  entered  Bucknell  University  where 
he  finished  a  classical  course  in  1894,  and  entered  the 
University  of  Chicago  where  he  won  his  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  the  class  of  1895.  In  1923  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1902  and 
began  practice  immediately.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  has  had  his  law  office  in  Greensburg,  where  he 
built  up  a  large  clientele.  Through  his  legal  con¬ 
nections  as  attorney  and  counselor  he  gradually  de¬ 
veloped  business  associations  that  were  profitable, 
and  these  added  to  his  standing  in  Greensburg  and 
throughout  the  State. 

A  staunch  member  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
which  he  enrolled  in  his  early  manhood,  Mr.  Wyant 
developed  into  a  strong  member  of  his  local  and 
district  organizations.  He  was  sought  by  his  friends 
as  a  candidate  for  Congress  and  was  elected  from 
the  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania  District,  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Sixty- seventh  Congress  in  1921.  Reelected 
his  own  successor,  he  retained  his  seat  in  the  Sixty- 
eighth,  Sixty-ninth,  Seventieth,  Seventy-first  and 
Seventy-second  congresses.  Under  appointment  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  he  served  on  important 
committees  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  vet¬ 
erans  on  his  side  of  the  chamber.  His  service  to  his 
district  has  been  most  gratifying,  as  witness  the 
numerous  returns  he  has  enjoyed  at  the  hands  of 
his  electors. 

Hon.  Adam  Martin  Wyant  married,  December  1, 
1910,  at  Greensburg,  Katharine  Nelson  Doty,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Judge  Lucien  W.  and  Anne  (Moore)  Doty, 
of  Greensburg.  Their  children  are:  1.  Anne  Moore 
Wyant,  born  June  23,  1912.  2.  Adam  Martin  Wyant, 
Jr.,  born  September  1,  1917- 

Congressman  Wyant,  an  able  and  conscientious 
legislator,  is  intensely  loyal  to  his  party  and  always 
ready  to  support  its  candidates  and  principles  against 
attack.  His  position  in  his  district,  which  he  rep¬ 
resented  so  honorably  and  with  fullness  of  devotion 
to  its  interests,  and  in  the  State  at  large  is  unques¬ 
tioned,  and  there  remain  yet  other  honors  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  service,  his  friends  predict. 


HERMAN  E.  BAUMER — As  lawyer  and  finan¬ 
cier  the  career  of  Herman  E.  Baumer  has  been  inti¬ 
mately  identified  with  the  affairs  of  Johnstown,  Cam¬ 
bria  County.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the  place  and 
has  served  the  interests  of  the  community  in  public 
office  and  private  enterprise,  and  by  the  introduction 
of  new  industries,  and  in  the  promotion  of  humani¬ 
tarian  and  betterment  movements.  He  is  the  son  of 
Herman  and  Anna  Catherine  (Metzer)  Baumer,  born 
April  10,  1873. 

His  father  came  from  Germany  prior  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Civil  War  and  settled  as  a  boy  in  Johnstown. 
Hard-working  and  thorough,  he  made  rapid  strides 
in  business,  which  in  later  years  was  the  sale  of 
insurance.  Having  served  the  county  as  sheriff  from 
1873  to  1876,  he  was  postmaster  at  the  time  of  the 
Johnstown  flood.  He  was  city  treasurer  at  one  time 
and  always  prominent  as  a  civic-minded  citizen.  He 
married  and  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  review  was  the  third.  Herman 
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Baumer  died  in  August,  1922,  his  wife,  Anna  Cath¬ 
erine,  following  him  to  the  grave  the  same  year. 

Herman  E.  Baumer  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Johnstown  and  then  went  to  Phillips- 
Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  to  prepare  for  college. 
Matriculating  at  Harvard  University  he  was  duly 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
1899  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania  that 
same  year.  His  practice  from  the  start  was  one  of 
a  general  character  although  in  later  years  he  has 
become  somewhat  of  a  specialist  in  corporation  and 
real  estate  law.  He  is  recognized  by  his  associates 
as  an  authority  on  many  phases  of  legal  practice,  and 
he  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  a  “lawyer’s  lawyer” 
in  the  sense  that  he  is  often  called  into  consultation 
by  his  colleagues. 

The  practice  of  the  legal  profession  is  but  one  side 
of  the  shield  of  his  career.  Mr.  Baumer  has  known 
how  to  make  money,  and  how  to  invest  it.  He  has 
a  certain  flair  for  the  promotion  of  industries,  which 
has  brought  him  success.  He  was  the  organizer  of 
the  Union  Radiator  Company,  which  developed  rap¬ 
idly  and  was  sold  in  1928,  to  be  merged  in  the  great 
company  known  as  the  National  Radiator  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Baumer  is  now  a  director  in  this  corpora¬ 
tion.  He  is  also  vice-preisdent  of  the  Johnstown 
Savings  Bank,  and  holds  a  like  post  in  the  Title 
and  Trust  Company,  also  of  Johnstown.  Politics 
attracted  him  almost  before  he  cast  his  first  vote, 
but,  while  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  he  is  no 
seeker  of  public  office.  In  1924,  however,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1928  he  was  re¬ 
elected.  Senator  Baumer  was  appointed  to  some  of 
the  important  committees  of  the  Legislature  and 
sponsored  certain  constructive  measures  considered 
by  the  Senate.  He  is  fraternally  a  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason;  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Herman  E.  Baumer  married,  June  18,  1903,  Anna 
Dilbert,  of  Johnstown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baumer  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Herman  D.,  Scott  D. 
and  Franklin  LeV. 


JOHN  S.  POWERS  was  born  in  Missouri  on 
February  24,  1894,  son  of  S.  W.  and  Rebecca  (Blair) 
Powers.  Both  his  maternal  and  paternal  grandfathers 
served  in  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War,  the 
grandfather  on  the  Blair  side  of  the  house  having 
been  with  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  the  other 
with  the  Indian  Volunteers.  The  Blairs  were  early 
settlers  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania. 

John  S.  Powers,  whose  name  heads  this  review, 
early  attended  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  family  lived  wffien 
he  was  of  school  age;  and  later  he  attended  Geneva 
College  for  a  time,  and  was  graduated  from  Du- 
quesne  University,  taking,  in  1924,  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  law  school  of  that  insti¬ 
tution.  Admitted  to  the  Lawrence  County  bar,  he 
immediately  began,  in  the  same  year,  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  opening  an  office  for  the 
purpose  in  New  Castle.  Independently  engaged  in 
legal  work,  he  built  up  a  successful  general  prac¬ 
tice.  In  1929,  came  the  honor  of  election  to  the 
district  attorneyship  of  Lawrence  County.  In  Jan¬ 
uary,  1930,  he  began  his  four-year  term,  in  which  he 
has  since  been  serving  most  usefully. 

He  is  also  active  in  many  branches  of  local  and 
county  and  State  life.  He  belongs  to  the  Lawrence 
County  Bar  Association,  of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  the  treasurer.  His  political  party  is  the  Repub¬ 


lican,  and  his  church  is  the  First  United  Presby¬ 
terian.  He  lives  at  No.  1605  East  Washington 
Street,  New  Castle,  and  has  offices  in  the  Union 
Trust  Building. 


HARRY  O.  CAMPSEY — During  the  past  eight 
years,  Harry  O.  Campsey  has  served  as  postmaster 
at  Claysville,  Washington  County,  filling  that  office 
with  notable  efficiency  and  success.  Mr.  Campsey  has 
been  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  section  and  is  well 
known  in  its  affairs. 

Born  at  Claysville,  on  April  14,  1871,  he  is  a  son 
of  James  S.  and  Margaret  (Moore)  Campsey,  both 
natives  of  this  county.  His  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  also  served  as  constable, 
justice  of  the  peace  and  burgess  of  Claysville. 

Harry  O.  Campsey  was  educated  in  local  public 
schools  and  at  the  Iron  City  Commercial  College. 
After  leaving  school,  he  farmed  for  about  five  or 
six  years,  on  property  located  just  outside  Clays¬ 
ville,  and  then  in  1898  established  himself  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  in  this  commu¬ 
nity.  Mr.  Campsey  was  so  engaged  from  1898  until 
1914,  meeting  with  continued  success  and  building  up 
a  good  business.  In  the  latter  year,  however,  he 
returned  to  farming  on  his  fine  two-hundred  acre 
property  one  mile  north  of  Claysville  and  has  since 
continued  its  operation,  raising  general  farm  produce. 
Considerable  coal  and  gas  also  exists  on  his  prop¬ 
erty.  In  the  meantime,  in  1924,  Mr.  Campsey  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Claysville  by  President 
Coolidge  for  a  term  of  four  years  and  in  1928  was 
reappointed  by  the  same  president.  Finally,  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1932,  he  was  again  reappointed  by  President 
Hoover,  and  has  now  entered  upon  his  third  term 
of  office.  He  maintains  a  very  efficient  postal  service 
in  the  community  and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of 
the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  Campsey  also  served  for  two  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Claysville  School  Board.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  being  active  in  party  ranks,  while 
fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Washington  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Mr. 
Campsey  is  a  director  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Claysville.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  March  2,  1898,  at  Moundsville,  West  Virginia, 
Harry  O.  Campsey  married  Mary  Knapp,  who  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Alva  and  Mary  (Laughlin)  Knapp.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  all  born  in  Claysville:  1. 
Myrtle,  now  Mrs.  Myrtle  McCleery.  2.  Harry  O. 
3.  James  L.  4.  David  Glenn. 


EDWARD  H.  KNEE— One  of  the  best  known 
men  in  Cambria  County,  of  which  he  has  been  a  res¬ 
ident  nearly  all  of  his  life,  Edward  H.  Knee,  of 
Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania,  is  as  popular  as  he  is 
well  known,  and  loved  by  most  as  he  is  feared  by 
a  few.  As  warden  and  county  detective  he  has  been 
a  terror  to  evil  doers,  but  there  is  no  man  so  warm 
hearted  or  more  ready  to  help  those  less  fortunate 
than  himself  than  Mr.  Knee.  He  is  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  born  at  Fairplay,  September  19,  1872,  son 
of  George  D.  and  Phoebe  (Shiry)  Knee,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter 
in  Germany.  His  father  was  a  railroad  man  for 
some  years,  a  conductor  of  the  old  Huntington  and 
Broad  Top  Railway.  Later  he  was  a  stationary  engi¬ 
neer  and  lost  his  life  by  drowning  in  the  historic 
Johnstown  Flood. 
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Edward  H.  Knee  was  the  ninth  of  eleven  children, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  At  an  early- 
age  he  began  to  make  a  livelihood  and  as  a  youth 
spent  some  years  working  in  the  various  mills  of 
Cambria  County.  In  1890,  he  was  made  warden  of 
the  Cambria  County  jail  under  Sheriff  Shoemaker, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  served  as  such  except 
for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  the  first 
county  detective,  his  appointment  coming  from  Judge 
O’Connor.  His  long  service  as  a  county  official  is  in 
itself  a  testimony  to  his  ability  and  integrity  of  char¬ 
acter.  Men  naturally  believe  in  him,  and  readily  give 
him  their  confidence.  Although  he  represents  the 
law,  even  the  criminal  holds  him  in  high  regard.  The 
number  of  men  and  women  he  has  helped  out  of 
trouble  or  has  sent  rejoicing  on  their  way  to  a  better 
life,  no  one  can  estimate,  not  even  Edward  H.  Knee. 

There  are  few  activities  in  life  in  which  Mr.  Knee 
is  not  interested,  although  there  are  few  in  which  he 
has  the  time  to  engage.  For  twelve  years  he  has 
served  his  community  as  burgess.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  American  National  Bank  of  Ebensburg  and  is 
president  of  the  local  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  president  of  the  Ebensburg  Golf  Club 
and  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus. 

In  1901,  Edward  H.  Knee  married  Catherine 
McBreen,  who  died  in  1924,  without  issue.  In  1925, 
he  married  (second),  Anna  Beatrice  Miller,  of  Al¬ 
toona,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Jean  Anna,  Edward  H.,  Jr.,  and  Richard  Miller. 


HENRY  WILSON  TEMPLE— The  years  of  a 
long  and  useful  life  have  afforded  Henry  Wilson 
Temple  opportunity  to  serve  his  country  and  fellows 
as  clergyman,  educator,  editor  and  Congressman. 
Always  a  man  of  broad  and  varied  interests  he  has 
the  natural  gifts,  acquired  training,  and  the  power 
of  practical  and  continuous  application  which  makes 
for  outstanding  achievement.  A  native  of  Belle 
Center,  Ohio,  born  March  31,  1864,  he  is  the  son 
of  John  B.  and  Martha  (Jameson)  Temple,  both  of 
whom  bore  names  written  large  in  the  pioneer  his¬ 
tory  of  the  East  and  of  Ohio.  The  preliminaries 
of  his  education  were  gained  in  local  schools,  and 
he  entered  Geneva  College,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  at  the  age  of  nineteen  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts;  seven  years  later,  1890,  he  was  given 
his  Master’s  degree  in  Arts  by  the  same  institution. 

Henry  Wilson  Temple  went  from  Geneva  College 
to  the  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1887,  and  in  the  summer  of 
that  year  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Protestant  Church  and  became  the  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Baxter,  Pennsylvania.  From  1887  to 
1890  Mr.  Temple  continued  his  ministry  to  the  Bax¬ 
ter  congregation  and  from  1891  to  1905  was  the 
pastor  of  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful  as  a  clergyman,  being  the  orator,  gifted 
administrator  and  humanitarian.  During  the  later 
years  of  his  ministry  he  was  a  most  busy  man,  for 
in  addition  to  the  work  of  the  church,  he  was  from 
1898  to  1905  assistant  professor  of  history  and  politi¬ 
cal  science  in  Washington  and  Jefferson  College; 
from  1905  to  1917  he  was  professor  of  history  and 
political  science  in  this  same  educational  institution. 
In  the  meanwhile,  from  1898  to  1900,  he  was  an 
editorial  writer  of  the  “Presbyterian  Banner,”  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  from  1903  on  has  been  the  associate  editor 
of  the  “United  Presbyterian”  of  Pittsburgh. 


In  1912,  Dr.  Temple  was  elected  to  the  National 
House  of  Representatives.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Sixty-third  to  sixty-seventh  congresses,  from  the 
Twenty-fourth  Pennsylvania  District,  and  played  a 
prominent  role  on  some  of  the  constructive  legislation 
passed  by  that  body  during  this  decade.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Sixty-eighth  to  Seventy-second 
congresses  (1923-33)  from  the  Twenty-fifth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  District.  Although  a  staunch  Republican  in 
his  party  allegiance,  Mr.  Temple,  while  a  political 
leader,  is  best  known  for  his  ability  shown  as  a 
constructive  statesman.  His  high  ideals  of  citizen¬ 
ship  have  won  the  confidence  of  a  loyal  constituency. 

Congressman  Temple,  in  addition  to  the  many 
activities  already  noted,  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  Amer¬ 
ican  Historical  Association,  American  Society  of 
International  Law  and  its  executive  council,  Amer¬ 
ican  Political  Science  Association,  and  other  similar 
bodies.  As  an  author  and  contributor  on  historical 
and  economic  subjects,  Mr.  Temple  is  best  known 
for  his  work  entitled  “William  H.  Seward,”  published 
in  the  “American  Secretaries  of  State  and  Their 
Diplomacy”  series.  Among  his  honorary  degrees  may 
be  noted  Doctor  of  Divinity,  1902,  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege;  Doctor  of  Laws,  1913,  Geneva  College;  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Laws,  1914,  Westminster  College. 

On  April  14,  1892,  Henry  Wilson  Temple  married 
Lucy  Parr,  of  Leechburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  John  Parr,  Martha, 
William  Jameson,  Henry  Marshall,  and  Edward 
Lawrence. 


JOHN  KENNETH  BO VAIRD— Engaged  in  a 
general  practice  of  law  in  the  city  of  Bradford, 
where  he  was  born,  John  Kenneth  Bovaird  has  mani¬ 
fested  an  intense  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  of  this  Commonwealth.  His  position, 
both  in  the  professional  world  and  in  the  general 
ranks  of  Bradford  citizenry,  is  one  of  distinct  leader¬ 
ship,  a  leadership  merited  by  a  fine  spirit  of  citizen¬ 
ship  and  by  definite  accomplishment  in  the  realm  of 
action. 

Mr.  Bovaird  was  born  on  March  3,  1908,  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  son  of  George  W.  and  Grace  I.  Bovaird  and 
member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family.  In  gram¬ 
mar  school,  he  received  his  early  education,  later 
attending  the  Hill  School,  at  Pottstown,  a  famous 
preparatory  institution,  and  the  John  Hun  School, 
at  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  For  his  professional 
studies,  he  matriculated  at  the  Dickinson  Law  School, 
Carlisle,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  1931  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Immediately  following 
his  graduation,  he  began  his  professional  practice  in 
Bradford,  where  for  two  years  he  was  associated  as 
a  member  of  the  bar  with  Wilson  and  Fitzgibbon, 
of  this  city.  Since  the  dissolution  of  this  relation¬ 
ship,  he  has  been  engaged  in  independent  practice. 

It  is  but  natural  that  Mr.  Bovaird  should  form 
business  and  social  affiliations  in  the  community  of 
his  boyhood  and  lifelong  residence.  In  association 
with  other  local  citizens,  he  is  interested  in  oil  pro¬ 
duction  in  the  Pennsylvania  fields,  an  industry  for 
which  Bradford  has  long  been  famed.  His  work  in 
this  connection  is  as  an  individual,  not  with  com¬ 
panies  or  large  groups.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Delta  Chi  Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student 
days,  and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  the 
Masonic  Order,  he  is  affiliated  with  many  sub-bodies, 
including  different  groups  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
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Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Bradford  Club 
and  the  Bradford  Country  Club.  His  religious  af¬ 
filiation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  all  his  work  and  in  his  numerous  affiliations,  Mr. 
Bovaird  has  shown  a  disposition  to  be  helpful  in 
solving  the  problems  laid  before  him,  problems  that 
test  one’s  equipment  for  life  and,  if  successfully  han¬ 
dled,  are  a  part  of  one’s  training  for  meeting  greater 
responsibilities. 


JAMES  HENRY  MARCH  — As  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  company  publishing  the 
“News-Tribune,”  of  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver  County, 
James  Henry  March  figures  prominently  in  the  news¬ 
paper  and  journalistic  life  of  western  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  March  was  born  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
on  July  23,  1893,  and  there  attended  graded  school 
and  high  school,  as  well  as  the  Washington  Busi¬ 
ness  College.  Both  of  his  parents  are  now  deceased. 
As  a  young  man  Mr.  March  started  at  once  his 
career  as  journalist  and  newspaper  man,  which  he 
has  successfully  continued  ever  since.  He  had  early 
practical  training  on  the  “Observer  and  Reporter,” 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  his  home  city,  having 
served  as  circulation  manager  of  that  publication. 
After  a  time,  he  became,  in  1916,  manager  of  the 
Altoona  “Times,”  so  continuing  until,  1919,  he  came 
to  Beaver  Falls,  to  become  associated  with  the  “News- 
Tribune.”  Of  this  paper,  he  is  at  the  time  of  writ¬ 
ing  both  vice-president  and  general  manager;  and  he 
has  brought  sound  business  sense  and  rare  discrimi¬ 
nation  to  the  task  of  conducting  this  local  organ  of 
public  opinion. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  March  has 
been  a  leader  in  different  Beaver  Falls  organiza¬ 
tions  having  to  do  with  various  phases  of  social  and 
civic  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  Through  his  affiliation  with  the  Beaver 
Falls  Rotary  Club,  he  is  able  to  participate  help¬ 
fully  in  the  civic  work  that  is  being  done  in  this 
city.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Beaver  Falls. 

James  Henry  March  married,  in  Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania,  on  June  30,  1916,  Estella  May  Mc¬ 
Clure.  By  this  marriage  there  was  born  one  child, 
a  son,  James  Henry  March,  Jr.,  on  June  28,  1917. 


GEORGE  ELMER  SHAW — Professional  and 
civic  activities  have  furnished  George  Elmer  Shaw, 
lawyer  of  Pittsburgh,  ample  opportunity  to  achieve 
a  personal  success  and  to  serve  the  city,  in  which  he 
was  born  and  which  has  been  the  stage  on  which  his 
mature  career  has  been  played.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Wilson  and  Catherine  Wolf  (Stoner)  Shaw. 
After  attending  the  public  schools  and  preparing  for 
college,  George  Elmer  Shaw  matriculated  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1883  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  County  the  following 
year,  he  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Pittsburgh.  He  has  won  recognition 
among  lawyers  and  laymen  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  his  skill  in  understanding  its  applications. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association  and 
the  American  Bar  Association.  For  some  years  he 
has  been  a  director  of  the  Mellon  National  Bank, 
the  Union  Trust  Company,  the  Union  Savings  Bank, 


all  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Crucible  Steel  Company  of 
America,  and  the  Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  Company.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  trustee  of  the  Carnegie 
Institute  and  of  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology.  His  college  fraternity  is  Sigma  Phi;  his  reli¬ 
gious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Among  his  clubs 
are  the  Duquesne,  Pittsburgh,  University,  Allegheny 
Country,  Pittsburgh  Golf,  and  Fox  Chapel  Golf 
clubs. 

On  December  19,  1893,  Mr.  Shaw  married  Mary 
E.  Ewing,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
George  M.  Laughlin,  III.  2.  Mary  Ewing,  now  the 
wife  of  Rees  Townsend  Scully.  3.  Thomas  Ewing 
Shaw. 


JOHN  F.  McBURNEY — A  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Washington  County,  John  F.  Me  Burney 
was  widely  known  throughout  this  section  as  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  a  builder  of  houses  and  a  citizen  of 
fine  public  spirit  whose  efforts  contributed  no  little 
to  the  advancement  of  his  community  and  its  civic 
progress. 

He  was  born  in  this  county  on  July  17,  1853,  a 
son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Maxwell)  McBurney. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  the  homestead  of  the 
family  was  situated  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
Washington. 

John  F.  McBurney  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  county  and  as  a  young  man 
farmed  for  a  time  in  West  Alexander,  Washington 
County.  After  the  death  of  his  mother,  however,  he 
took  over  the  family  homestead  east  of  Washington 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  located  there.  The 
farm  comprised  forty-five  acres  of  rich  land  and  was 
set  out  chiefly  to  fine  fruits  which  Mr.  McBurney 
marketed  throughout  a  wide  area.  This  property 
also  comprised  a  number  of  fine  oil  and  gas  wells, 
in  the  development  of  which  he  retained  an  inter¬ 
est.  In  the  year  1900,  after  eleven  years  on  the  farm, 
Mr.  McBurney  moved  to  the  city  of  Washington. 
He  had  the  greatest  faith  in  the  future  of  city  and 
county  and  the  courage  to  back  his  convictions  with 
long-term  investments.  Accordingly,  for  a  period  of 
ten  years,  he  devoted  his  time  chiefly  to  building 
houses  in  desirable  locations  and  then  disposing  of 
them  to  buyers  and  home  seekers.  In  1910  he  retired 
again  to  his  farm,  which  was  to  be  his  home  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  McBurney  was  always  interested  in  civic  af¬ 
fairs  and  played  his  full  part  in  the  advancement  of 
civic  causes.  He  served  for  several  years  as  school 
director  of  South  Strabane  Township,  Washington 
County,  and  helped  to  build  up  the  school  system  of 
the  township.  In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Repub¬ 
lican  and  in  religious  faith  a  member  of  the  Second 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington. 

John  F.  McBurney  was  twice  married  (first)  to 
Roxanna  Luker,  who  was  born  at  Bentleysville, 
Virginia  on  January  4,  1853,  and  died  on  March  4, 
1912,  daughter  of  Richard  B.  Luker,  a  native  of 
Westmoreland,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Nancy  (Mitch¬ 
ell)  Luker,  who  was  born  in  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Burney  married  (second)  Mrs.  Eva  Akers,  who  was 
born  in  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  and  who  died 
on  November  11,  1928.  Of  the  first  marriage,  three 
children  were  born:  1.  Shirley  Brittain,  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  October  12,  1877.  2.  Mary  Mauva,  now  Mrs. 
George  H.  Warrick,  born  in  Washington  on  Sep- 
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tember  22,  1882.  3.  Margaret  Nannie,  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  in  April,  1884,  died  in  1914. 

Mr.  McBurney  died  at  Washington  on  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1931  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  A  man  of 
strict  integrity  and  high  ideals,  his  passing  left  a 
place  which  it  will  be  hard  to  fill  in  the  community, 
and  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow  to  his 
many  warm  personal  friends  and  acquaintances. 

MOTHER  M.  HELENA— As  principal  of  the 
Villa  Maria  Academy,  Mother  M.  Helena  occupies  a 
leading  position  in  the  educational  life  of  Erie.  Under 
her  very  able  management  the  Academy,  now  almost 
forty  years  old,  has  continued  to  maintain  the  high 
scholastic  standing,  which  it  has  always  enjoyed. 

Founded  in  1892  by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  under 
the  patronage  of  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Mullen  and  the 
direction  of  the  Very  Rev.  T.  A.  Casey,  who  donated 
the  site  for  the  buildings,  Villa  Maria  Academy  was 
one  of  the  first  boarding  and  private  day  schools  for 
girls  in  the  city  of  Erie.  The  purpose  of  its  founders 
was  to  provide  young  ladies  with  a  liberal,  systematic, 
thorough,  cultural,  Christian  education.  The  Villa 
Maria  Academy  is  ideally  situated  as  a  boarding  and 
day  school  for  young  ladies.  Centrally  located,  as  it 
is,  in  one  of  the  finest  residential  districts  of  Erie,  it 
can  be  conveniently  reached  from  all  parts  of  the 
city  and  its  vicinity  by  auto,  trolley,  or  bus.  The 
main  line  of  the  New  York  Central,  the  Nickel  Plate, 
the  Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Erie  railroads  enter  the  city, 
making  connections  with  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  other  large  cities. 

The  Villa  Maria  is  registered  as  a  first-class  high 
school  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity  of  America.  Gannon  Hall,  the  latest  addition 
to  Villa  Maria,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  most 
modern  buildings  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  It  con¬ 
tains  not  only  the  newest  and  best  scholastic  equip¬ 
ment,  but  also  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  that 
go  to  make  an  elegant  home.  On  the  ground  floor  are 
the  laboratories,  domestic  science  rooms,  gymnasium, 
natatorium,  and  the  girls’  dining  room.  The  main 
floor  contains  the  administration  offices,  a  post  office 
for  the  students,  lobby,  library,  reception  rooms  and 
lecture  rooms.  The  second  and  third  floors  are  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  board  students,  who  thoroughly  appre¬ 
ciate  and  enjoy  the  beautiful  social  room,  opening  out 
on  the  promenades,  the  bridge  rooms,  and  the  private 
rooms  and  baths.  The  fourth  floor  is  used  for  social 
functions. 

The  many  graduates  and  former  students  of  Villa 
Maria  Academy,  who  have  lived  useful  and  Christian 
lives  since  leaving  the  Academy,  testify  to  the  worth 
of  this  fine  educational  institution,  so  ably  and  devot¬ 
edly  conducted  by  the  Sisters,  who  have  been  in 
charge  of  it  since  its  foundation. 


THOMAS  W.  BENDER— Among  the  so-called 
younger  generation  of  lawyers  in  Pennsylvania,  who 
have  rapidly  forged  to  the  front  ranks  of  practitioners 
and  official  life,  is  Thomas  W.  Bender,  recently  ap¬ 
pointed  a  deputy  Attorney-General  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth.  He  had  considerable  experience  in  the  teach¬ 
ing  profession  before  taking  up  the  law  for  his  life- 
work.  After  overseas  service  in  the  World  War  he 
laid  more  firmly  the  foundation  of  his  legal  training 
with  a  post-graduate  course  conducted  for  soldiers  at 
London,  England. 

Born  in  Washington  Township,  Cambria  County, 
December  14,  1887,  Thomas  W.  Bender  is  the  son  of 


Jacob  and  Catharine  (Scanlon)  Bender,  both  parents 
natives  of  this  State.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm.  In  addition  to  having  been  an  extensive  farmer, 
the  elder  Mr.  Bender  had  also  been  a  miner.  He  held 
also  the  offices  of  school  director  and  road  supervisor 
in  his  township.  The  son,  Thomas  W.  Bender,  at¬ 
tended  the  country  schools  of  his  native  district  and 
passed  through  the  grade  schools.  He  next  entered 
Valparaiso  (Indiana)  University,  where  he  was  grad¬ 
ated  Bachelor  of  Science  in  the  class  of  1912.  He 
supplemented  his  course  with  training  in  preparation 
for  teaching,  studying  at  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School.  For  five  years  thereafter  he  taught  school.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1912  he  began  training  for  the  law, 
which  for  some  time  had  been  his  professional  objec¬ 
tive,  and  entered  the  Dickinson  School  of  Law  at 
Carlisle.  Fie  graduated  in  the  class  of  1915,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  The  following  year  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  practice  in  Lilly, 
Cambria  County. 

After  a  year  engaged  in  practice,  Mr.  Bender  closed 
his  office,  joined  the  United  States  Army  for  service 
in  the  World  War,  and  was  assigned  as  sergeant- 
major  to  the  305th  Regiment  of  Engineers,  80th  Divi¬ 
sion.  With  his  outfit  he  went  overseas  and  was  abroad 
for  nineteen  months,  during  which  period  he  was  at 
the  front  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Artois 
Sector,  Verdun,  and  Arras  Sector.  In  March,  1919, 
he  was  placed  on  detached  service  and  assigned  to 
Lincoln’s  Inn,  London,  England,  where  he  took  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  in  law.  Here  he  came  in  contact  with 
boys  from  all  parts  of  the  world  who  had  been  as¬ 
signed  to  this  school.  He  was  returned  to  France 
and  later  to  the  United  States  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Mitchel  (aviation)  Field,  Long  Island,  New 
York. 

Back  in  civil  life,  Mr.  Bender  resumed  his  law 
practice  at  Lilly,  afterwards  removing  to  Johnstown, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  care  for  the  interests 
of  his  clients.  His  appointment  as  a  deputy  Attorney- 
General  of  Pennsylvania  was  received  by  him  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1931.  In  the  right  of  his  World  War  service  he 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  and  is  serving 
his  second  term  as  district  commander.  Among  his 
fraternal  organizations,  other  than  military,  are  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  Delta 
Theta  Phi  (legal)  Fraternity.  He  is  a  devotee  of 
golf. 

Thomas  W.  Bender  married,  December  28,  1920, 
Anne  C.  Plunkett,  and  their  children  are :  Joan, 
Olivia,  Thomas  W.,  Jr.,  Nancy  Love,  Richard,  Carol, 
and  Kathryn. 


MORRIS  SCHAFFNER— More  than  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  when  the  late  Morris  Schaffner  was  only 
sixteen  years  old,  he  established  himself  in  the  meat 
business  in  Cleveland.  Shortly  afterwards  he  was 
joined  by  his  brother,  Jacob  Schaffner  and  the  two 
brothers  became  associated  in  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Schaffner  Brothers.  As  the  years  passed  the 
business  was  transferred  to  Erie,  where  it  prospered 
and  grew,  and  today  it  is  one  of  the  largest  establish¬ 
ments  of  its  type  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  The 
successful  development  of  this  business  was  largely 
the  result  of  the  exceptional  business  and  executive 
ability  of  Mr.  Schaffner,  who,  however,  was  very 
ably  assisted  by  his  brother  and  in  more  recent  years 
by  his  two  sons  and  a  nephew.  In  spite  of  the  heavy 
demands,  which  his  business  constantly  made  upon 
his  time  and  energy,  Mr.  Schaffner  found  it  possible 
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to  interest  himself  actively  and  effectively  in  many 
other  phases  of  the  community’s  life.  For  many  years 
he  was  prominently  active  in  public  life  and  he  was 
also  one  of  the  leading  figures  in  religious  and  benevo¬ 
lent  affairs,  as  well  as  a  popular  member  of  several 
fraternal  organizations.  Indeed,  in  every  respect  he 
represented  the  finest  type  of  useful,  vigorous  and 
public-spirited  citizenship. 

Morris  Schaffner  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany, 
November  28,  1866,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Regina 
(Sedel)  Schaffner.  He  came  to  this  country  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  and  at  that  time  joined  some 
friends  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Two  years  later,  in  1882, 
he  opened  a  butcher  shop  in  that  city.  He  was  joined 
soon  afterwards  by  his  brother,  Jacob  Schaffner, 
whose  career  is  described  in  a  separate  article  in  this 
work,  and  they  became  associated  in  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Schaffner  Brothers.  In  January, 
1887,  the  business  was  moved  to  Erie  and  at  that 
time  a  retail  and  wholesale  store  was  opened  at  No. 
1327  Peach  Street.  The  business  met  with  immedi¬ 
ate  success  and  in  the  following  year  the  two  brothers 
established  an  abattoir  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Academy  High  School,  devoting  themselves  from  then 
on  entirely  to  the  wholesale  business.  They  pur¬ 
chased  their  cattle  from  breeders  in  the  districts  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Erie  and  for  four  years  operated  the  new 
enterprise  in  continuing  prosperity,  which  enabled 
them,  in  1891,  to  purchase  the  Busch  slaughter  house 
on  Wayne  Avenue.  They  also,  from  time  to  time, 
acquired  a  considerable  amount  of  property  on  Wayne 
Avenue  and  Ash  Street.  Other  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  were  taken  into  the  business  and  in  1906  an  entire 
block  on  East  Fifteenth  Street  was  purchased.  In 
1920  the  corporation  erected  the  present  building, 
which  contains  fifteen  thousand  square  feet  of  floor 
space  and  is  equipped  with  every  modern  device  re¬ 
quired  for  the  work,  which  requires  the  services  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  employees.  The  plant  has  a 
private  railroad  siding  with  a  capacity  of  twenty  cars 
and  an  extra  capacity  of  forty-five  cars  in  the  stock- 
yards.  They  produce  their  own  steam  and  electric 
power  and  distribute  their  products  to  Canada,  Eng¬ 
land  and  Germany.  The  proprietors  encourage  ath¬ 
letics  among  the  employees,  provide  group  insurance, 
rest  rooms  and  first  aid  hospital  service  at  the  plant. 
In  1916,  deciding  to  breed  shorthorn  cattle,  a  prize 
bull  was  imported  from  Scotland  at  a  cost  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  and  today,  on  their  farm  about 
twenty-eight  miles  from  Erie,  there  is  a  herd  of  about 
seventy  thoroughbred  shorthorns,  which  average  is 
maintained.  When  the  business  was  incorporated  in 
1906  the  officers  were:  Morris  Schaffner,  president; 
Jacob  Schaffner,  vice-president  and  treasurer;  Milton 
Schaffner,  secretary.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Morris 
Schaffner  in  January,  1931,  the  executive  officers  have 
been:  Jacob  Schaffner,  president;  Alfred  Schaffner, 
vice-president ;  Milton  Schaffner,  treasurer ;  Henry  G. 
Schaffner,  secretary. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Schaffner  was  extensively  in¬ 
terested  in  farming  and  stock  raising  and  together 
with  his  business  associates  he  was  among  the  largest 
land  owners  in  Erie  County.  He  was  interested  in 
the  Conneaut  Valley  Farm,  located  in  Conneaut 
Township,  which  has  a  national  reputation  and  which 
has  produced  some  of  the  best  shorthorn  cattle  in 
America.  Mr.  Schaffner  was  a  member  of  the  Short¬ 
horn  Breeders  Association.  In  politics  he  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  under 
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the  old  city  government  of  Erie  he  had  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  fire  commissioner.  Two  years 
before  his  death  he  was  honored  with  the  appointment 
of  president  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners, 
in  which  capacity  he  continued  to  serve  with  char¬ 
acteristic  ability  and  conscientiousness  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  past  president  of  Erie  Lodge,  Order  of 
B’nai  B’rith ;  a  past  president  of  District  No.  3,  Order 
of  B’nai  B’rith,  comprising  the  lodges  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Delaware,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania;  and 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Grand  Lodge,  Order 
of  B'nai  B’rith,  which  takes  its  representation  from 
practically  every  country  of  the  world.  He  was  also 
intensely  interested  in  the  B’nai  B’rith  Home  for  Chil¬ 
dren  at  Fairview  and  served  as  president  of  its  board 
of  directors.  Other  orphanages  and  charitable  insti¬ 
tutions  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  likewise 
benefited  by  his  generous  interests.  Only  a  week  before 
his  death  Mr.  Schaffner  served  as  honorary  chairman 
of  the  Erie  United  Jewish  Campaign,  which  raised 
funds  to  be  used  for  the  relief  of  Jews  in  Europe  and 
Palestine.  For  more  than  twenty-five  years  Mr. 
Schaffner  was  president  of  the  Anshe  Hesed  Congre¬ 
gation  of  Erie  and  it  was  largely  as  the  result  of  his 
untiring  efforts  that  funds  were  raised  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  new  beautiful  Jewish  temple  at  Tenth  and 
Liberty  streets,  Erie.  At  the  time  of  the  dedication  of 
this  house  of  worship  during  the  summer  of  1930,  Mr. 
Schaffner  expressed  his  keen  satisfaction  at  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  enterprise  and  said  that  he  regarded  the 
new  temple  as  “a  dream  he  had  realized”  and  signal¬ 
ized  it  as  the  meeting  place  of  all  Jews  in  Erie  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Mr.  Schaffner  married  Carrie  Schuster,  like  him¬ 
self  a  native  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schaffner, 
who  made  their  home  at  No.  351  West  Sixth  Street, 
Erie,  had  three  children:  1.  Milton,  of  whom  further. 
2.  Alfred,  of  whom  further.  3.  Mrs.  Martin  D.  Levi. 

Milton  Schaffner  was  born  at  Erie,  December  10, 
1887,  the  older  of  the  two  sons  of  Morris  and  Carrie 
(Schuster)  Schaffner,  both  natives  of  Germany.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  local  public  schools  and 
at  Iowa  State  University,  where  he  took  a  special 
course  in  animal  husbandry,  then  entering  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Schaffner 
Brothers,  Incorporated,  founded  by  his  late  father 
and  his  uncle,  Jacob  Schaffner.  He  is  now  treasurer 
of  the  corporation.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  Machine  Gun 
Corps,  and  is  affiliated  with  several  fraternal  organi¬ 
zations  and  many  clubs.  He  is  a  past  president  of 
the  Erie  Wholesale  Credit  Association;  a  director 
and  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Erie 
Motor  Club;  president  of  the  Jewish  Welfare  So¬ 
ciety  ;  vice-president  of  the  Optimist,  International, 
and  past-president  of  the  local  organization ;  a  former 
president  of  Erie  Lodge,  Order  of  B’nai  B’rith;  and 
he  has  also  served  as  president  of  the  Big  Brothers 
and  Sisters  organization.  He  is,  too,  a  director  of  the 
Erie  Taxpayers’  Association,  the  Family  Welfare 
Association  and  several  other  similar  organizations. 
Mr.  Schaffner  married,  in  1912,  Gerta  Herzog,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Germany,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  Bertram  H.  and  Morris. 

Alfred  Schaffner  was  born  at  Erie,  September  28, 
1889,  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  of  Morris  and 
Carrie  (Schuster)  Schaffner.  He  was  educated  in 
the  local  public  schools  and  at  a  business  college  and 
took  special  training  for  this  institution  in  East  St. 
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Louis,  Illinois.  He  then  became  associated  with 
Schaffner  Brothers,  Incorporated,  later  becoming  vice- 
president,  in  which  capacity  he  still  serves.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Ohio  Short  Horn  Cattle  Breeders’ 
Association  and  since  1926  has  been  judge  of  short¬ 
horn  cattle  at  the  Ohio  State  Fair  Association’s  ex¬ 
hibits.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Seidenburger  Club  and  the 
Order  of  B’nai  B’rith  and  a  past  president  of  the 
Temple  Men’s  Club.  Mr.  Schaffner  married,  in  1912, 
Frances  Schuster,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Regina  and  Ruth. 

At  his  home  in  Erie,  Morris  Schaffner  died  sud¬ 
denly  after  a  brief  illness,  January  18,  1931.  He  was 
survived  by  his  widow  and  three  children,  by  his 
brother,  Jacob  Schaffner,  and  by  two  sisters,  Miss 
Pauline  Schaffner  and  Mrs.  Eli  Phillips.  Funeral 
services  for  Mr.  Schaffner  were  held  in  the  Anshe 
Hesed  Temple  in  Erie  and  were  conducted  by  Rabbi 
Max  C.  Currick. 

Though  it  had  been  known  that  Mr.  Schaffner’s 
health  had  not  been  very  good  for  several  months 
preceding  his  death,  his  condition  had  not  been  re¬ 
garded  as  serious  and  he  had  continued  actively  in  his 
many  interests  to  such  an  extent  that  his  passing 
away  came  as  a  distinct  shock  to  his  family  and  to 
his  many  friends.  It  caused  widespread  regret 
throughout  the  city  of  Erie  and  brought  to  his  be¬ 
reaved  family  many  expressions  of  sympathy  at  his 
passing  away  and  of  admiration  of  his  life,  character 
and  achievement.  Mr.  Schaffner’s  name  will  always 
occupy  an  honored  place  in  the  annals  of  Erie  as  that 
of  a  man  of  keen  public  spirit,  who  devoted  himself 
unselfishly  to  the  furthering  of  civic  progress  and 
who  did  much  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  city,  its 
people  and  its  institutions. 


JACOB  SCHAFFNER — For  almost  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  Mr.  Schaffner  has  been  identified  with  the  meat 
packing  industry  and  for  the  greater  part  of  this  long 
period  he  has  been  an  executive  officer  of  Schaffner 
Brothers,  Incorporated,  of  Erie.  Having  helped  to 
found  this  firm,  which  began  business  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Schaffner  has  done  much,  in  association 
with  his  late  brother,  Morris  Schaffner,  to  develop 
the  business  to  its  present  prosperity  and  importance. 
Like  his  brother  he  has  also  been  very  active  in  other 
phases  of  the  city’s  life  and  especially  in  connection 
with  fraternal  and  benevolent  affairs.  He  ranks  high 
among  Erie’s  business  men  and  enjoys  wide  and  well- 
merited  popularity. 

Jacob  Schaffner  was  born  in  Germany,  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Regina  (Sedel)  Schaffner.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  as  a  young  man  and  joined  his  older 
brother,  the  late  Morris  Schaffner,  whose  career  is 
described  in  a  separate  article  in  this  work,  in  the 
meat  business  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  It  was  at  that  time 
that  the  firm  of  Schaffner  Brothers  was  first  formed. 
In  1886  the  business  was  transferred  to  Erie,  where 
it  has  continued  to  be  located  ever  since  then.  At  first 
it  was  both  a  retail  and  a  wholesale  business,  but  since 
about  1888  the  firm  has  restricted  itself  entirely  to  the 
wholesale  business.  Today  Schaffner  Brothers,  In¬ 
corporated,  are  among  the  largest  meat  packing  con¬ 
cerns  in  Pennsylvania.  The  plant  at  Erie  is  very 
modern  and  gives  employment  to  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons.  Both  Mr.  Schaffner  and  his  brother 
have  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
their  employees  and  as  a  result  the  relations  between 
owners  and  workers  have  always  been  very  pleasant 


and  satisfactory.  For  many  years  Mr.  Schaffner  has 
been  vice-president  of  the  corporation  and  in  recent 
years  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of  having  associated 
with  him,  besides  two  of  his  nephews,  also  his  own 
and  only  son,  Henry  G.  Schaffner.  Though  he  has 
always  given  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Schaffner  has  not 
permitted  them  to  absorb  him  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
interests.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Jewish  Welfare 
Society,  a  past  president  of  the  Erie  Kiwanis  Club 
and  of  the  Erie  Lodge,  Order  of  B’nai  B’rith,  and  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Schaffner  married  Sarah  Oppenheimer,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Henry  G., 

of  whom  further.  2.  Helen  L.,  who  married  A.  H. 
Krone. 

Henry  G.  Schaffner  was  born  in  Erie,  September 
9,  1895,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Oppenheimer) 
Schaffner.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  upon  concluding  his  studies  became  associated 
with  the  firm  of  Schaffner  Brothers,  Incorporated,  of 
which  he  is  now  secretary.  He  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Ancoin  Corporation.  During  the  World  War  he 
served  with  the  American  Red  Cross.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Erie  Rotary  Club ;  president  of  the  Erie 
Safety  Council ;  and  a  member  of  the  Temple  Men’s 
Club,  of  which  he  is  vice-president.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Erie  Lodge,  Order  of  B’nai  B’rith.  Henry 
G.  Schaffner  married,  in  1918,  Matilda  Steinfeld,  of 
New  York  City. 


CHARLES  NEAST — As  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Charles  Neast  and  Company,  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  Carbon  County,  the  late  Charles  Neast  was 
active  as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania  for  many  years.  The  many  buildings 
erected  by  his  firm  in  Mauch  Chunk  and  nearby 
towns  represent  an  important  contribution  to  the  eco¬ 
nomic  development  of  this  section  and  stand  as  monu¬ 
ments  to  his  ability,  energy  and  enterprise.  In  many 
other  ways,  too,  Mr.  'Neast  was  an  important  factor 
in  furthering  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  its  people  and  its  institutions. 

Charles  Neast  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
on  October  2,  1851,  a  son  of  John  Neast,  who  came 
to  America  with  his  family  in  1854  and  settled  at 
Mauch  Chunk.  Charles  Neast,  the  son,  received  his 
education  in  the  local  public  schools,  but  while  still  a 
boy  left  school  to  begin  the  active  business  of  life, 
picking  slate  in  the  breaker  at  Hacklebernie.  Later 
he  worked  as  a  boatman  on  the  Lehigh  Canal  and 
assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  and  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Railroad  as  a  laborer.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  alert  for  greater  opportunities  and  decided  to 
learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  After  the  period  of  his 
apprenticeship,  he  began  to  follow  his  trade,  but  soon 
entered  upon  his  career  as  an  independent  contractor 
and  builder.  From  the  beginning  he  met  with  suc¬ 
cess.  With  the  passing  years  the  demands  on  his 
services  steadily  increased  and  he  built  up  an  impor¬ 
tant  business.  Mr.  Neast  was  long  considered  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  affairs  in  this  section.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  number  of  fine  residences  the  following 
Mauch  Chunk  buildings,  erected  by  him,  should  be 
especially  mentioned.  The  depot  of  the  Central  Rail¬ 
road  of  New  Jersey,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation  Building,  both  public  schools  of  the  bor¬ 
ough,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  parochial 
school.  He  also  erected  Meeds  Memorial  Church  of 
Nesquehoning;  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
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vicarage  at  Lehighton;  the  Reformed  Church  of  East 
Mauch  Chunk;  and  many  other  prominent  buildings 
of  a  public  or  semi-public  nature. 

The  firm  of  Charles  Neast  and  Company  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1902,  when  Mr.  Neast  took  his  two  sons, 
George  and  Frank  C.  Neast,  and  his  son-in-law, 
Thomas  Costenbader,  into  partnership  with  him.  In 
addition  to  its  building  operations,  the  firm  also  oper¬ 
ates  a  well-equipped  planing  mill  in  East  Mauch 
Chunk.  Mr.  Neast  was  also  president  of  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Silk  Mill  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  and  his  services  were  an  important 
factor  in  the  success  enjoyed  by  this  company.  They 
operate  mills  at  Mauch  Chunk  and  Nesquehoning. 
His  interests  extended  to  the  field  of  financial  affairs, 
and  he  became  president  of  the  Progressive  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Association  of  East  Mauch  Chunk  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Trust  Company.  Although  the  demands  made 
upon  him  by  these  various  and  important  business 
interests  were  very  heavy,  Mr.  Neast  found  time  to 
be  active  in  other  phases  of  the  community’s  life  and 
particularly  in  religious  affairs.  He  was  a  very  ac¬ 
tive  member  and  a  generous  supporter  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Congregational  Church,  to  which  his  family 
also  belongs.  In  politics  Mr.  Neast  was  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  gave  his  sup¬ 
port  to  all  worthy  enterprises  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  and  was  widely  recognized  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  of  the  finest  progressive  type. 

In  1873,  Charles  Neast  married  Anna  Lobien,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Lobien  of  Bloomingdale,  Car¬ 
bon  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neast  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Mary,  George  and  Frank  C. 

At  his  home  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Charles  Neast  died 
cn  March  7,  1932.  Though  his  death  in  his  eighty- 
first  year  had  to  be  considered  the  natural  conclusion 
of  an  exceptionally  long  life,  it  nevertheless  came  as 
a  distinct  shock  and  was  deeply  regretted  by  his 
many  friends  and,  indeed,  by  the  entire  community 
and  wherever  else  he  was  known.  For  so  many  years 
Mr.  Neast  had  occupied  such  an  influential  position 
in  Mauch  Chunk  that  his  passing  away  left  a  void 
which  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  His  industry,  honesty 
and  public  spirit  had  won  him  the  liking,  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  many  of  whom  lost 
in  him  a  friend  and  neighbor  who  had  always  proven 
himself  loyal  and  considerate.  It  must  have  been  a 
matter  of  keen  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Neast  to  be  aware 
of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  and  to  know 
that  the  business  founded  and  developed  by  him 
would  be  carried  on  in  his  spirit  by  his  sons.  His 
many  fine  qualities  of  the  mind  and  the  heart  en¬ 
deared  him  to  all  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his 
acquaintance  or  friendship,  and  they  will  long  cher¬ 
ish  his  memory. 


WALLACE  SAMUEL  GOURLEY— Although 
born  and  educated  in  Ohio,  when  Wallace  S.  Gourley 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  law  he  chose 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  an  attorney 
and  member  of  the  firm  of  Moore  and  Gourley.  He 
was  born  in  Wellsville,  Ohio,  on  August  4,  1904,  the 
son  of  Harry  A.  Gourley,  for  many  years  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Brier  Hill  division  of  the  Youngstown  Sheet 
&  Tube  Company,  and  of  Margaret  M.  Gourley.  Wal¬ 
lace  S.  Gourley  prepared  for  his  academic  education 
in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Wellsville,  after 
which  he  matriculated  at  Miami  University,  Oxford, 
Ohio,  where  he  pursued  eclectic  courses  during  the 


years  1922-23.  In  the  fall  of  1923  he  entered  Ohio 
State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1929,  holding  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Upon  August  5,  1929,  Mr.  Gourley  was  admitted  to 
the  Ohio  bar,  and  removed  to  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  to  begin  the  practice  of  the  legal  profession. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Supreme  and 
Superior  courts  of  Pennsylvania  in  April,  1931,  and 
to  the  United  States  District  Court  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  March,  1933.  His  coming  to  Washington 
was  coincident  with  the  forming  of  a  partnership  with 
Harry  F.  Moore,  attorney,  who  also  is  authorized  to 
appear  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  as  well  as 
the  courts  of  Pennsylvania.  The  two  serve  a  large 
clientele,  under  the  firm  name  of  Moore  &  Gourley, 
and  while  they  engage  in  a  general  practice,  the  con¬ 
cern  also  specializes  in  corporation  and  insurance 
work,  negligence  cases  and  criminal  defense.  Offices 
are  maintained  in  Washington  and  Canonsburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Gourley  has  the  normal  man’s  interest  in  local 
civic  affairs,  and  is  always  ready  to  support  move¬ 
ments  looking  to  the  welfare  of  the  communities  with 
which  he  is  connected.  Politics  do  not  play  any  large 
role  in  his  activities,  nor  the  associations  of  fraternal 
orders.  His  Greek-letter  social  fraternities  are  the 
National  Alpha  Sigma  Phi,  and  the  Delta  Theta  Phi. 
Mr.  Gourley  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Canonsburg,  Pennsylvania.  His  offices  are 
in  the  Washington  Trust  Building,  Washington;  he 
resides  at  No.  228  Spruce  Street,  Canonsburg. 


JOSEPH  C.  GILL — A  teacher  and  an  educator 
by  profession,  Joseph  C.  Gill  has  been  in  recent 
years  principal  of  the  high  school  in  DuBois;  and 
as  a  school  administrator  and  as  a  citizen,  he  is 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  in  widely 
varying  walks  of  life. 

Mr.  Gill  was  born  in  Clearfield  County,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1891,  son  of  Joseph  W.  and  Ella  M.  (Fry) 
Gill.  His  father,  a  native  of  Cambria  County,  was 
a  miller  by  trade,  extensively  engaged  for  many  years 
in  the  handling  of  flour  and  feed;  he  died  on  March 
22,  1922.  The  mother,  born  in  Clearfield  County, 
makes  her  home  now  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  as 
follows:  1.  Harry  Walter,  of  Atlantic  City,  New 
Jersey.  2.  Raymond.  3.  Mary  Augusta,  who  is  the 
widow  of  John  Walsh,  of  Cambria  County.  4.  Joseph 
C.,  of  further  mention. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  Joseph  C. 
Gill,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  received 
his  early  education;  and  from  the  Coalport  High 
School,  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1907.  He 
then  spent  three  years  at  the  West  Chester  State 
Normal  School,  after  which  he  took  up  the  active 
work  of  teaching,  serving  for  two  years  as  an  instruc¬ 
tor  in  Cambria  County’s  schools.  In  1914  he  was 
graduated  from  Pennsjdvania  State  College.  But  the 
World  War  came,  involving  the  United  States  before 
Mr.  Gill  was  well  on  his  way  to  being  established 
in  his  profession.  He  enlisted  in  Battery  D  of  the 
noth  Field  Artillery,  serving  overseas  thereafter 
until  the  close  of  hostilities,  and  being  honorably 
discharged  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Pennsylvania  State  College,  he  finished  his 
work  there  in  1920,  after  having  studied  also  while 
abroad.  For  he  was  for  a  time  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Bordeaux,  France,  where  he  took  up 
certain  educational  subjects. 
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Accepting  a  position  as  superintendent  in  coal 
mines,  Mr.  Gill  made  a  complete  change  of  occupa¬ 
tion  for  a  period  of  two  years,  during  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  new  work,  acquiring  an  experience,  none 
the  less,  that  was  destined  to  be  of  the  greatest  value 
to  him  and  his  work.  For  a  year  thereafter  he  was 
a  teacher  in  Clearfield  County,  until,  in  1925,  he 
came  to  DuBois,  Pennsylvania,  as  principal  of  the 
high  school  here. 

Quite  aside  from  his  activities  as  a  teacher  and 
administrator  of  schools,  Mr.  Gill  has  proven  him¬ 
self  an  interested  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  a 
man  of  vast  abilities  in  civic  realms  as  well  as  in 
educational  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  and  the  Rotary  Club ;  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  all  his  work,  he  has  demonstrated  by  his  actions 
his  fine  instincts  of  citizenship,  thereby  establishing 
himself  firmly  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries  and  wielding  among  them  and  for  their 
benefit  that  measure  of  power  that  is  his. 

Joseph  C.  Gill  married,  on  November  8,  1924, 
Alice  Bell,  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  was  born  one  son,  Joseph  Gill. 


JOHN  F.  EBOCH — Widely  recognized  in  Philips- 
burg  and  vicinity  as  one  of  this  community’s  sub¬ 
stantial  business  men,  John  F.  Eboch  holds  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  varying 
branches  of  life  here,  having  won  their  faith  and 
confidence  by  his  very  evident  desire  to  serve  others 
and  live  a  life  of  usefulness.  Undertaking  is  the 
particular  field  of  business  in  which  he  is  engaged ; 
and  his  qualities  are  of  the  type  that  readily  turn 
toward  civic  usefulness  and  toward  real  achievement 
in  any  matter  to  which  he  gives  his  attention. 

Mr.  Eboch  was  born  on  December  31,  1889,  in 
Philipsburg,  Centre  County,  son  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  Margaret  (Haworth)  Eboch,  the  father  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of 
Lancaster,  England.  Both  now  make  their  home  in 
Philipsburg.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Virginia,  who  is  the  widow  of  Samuel 
Nickel,  of  Philipsburg.  2.  John  F.,  of  further  men¬ 
tion  herein. 

Of  these,  John  F.  Eboch  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  schools  of  Philipsburg,  where  he  was 
graduated  from  high  school  in  1908.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  his  uncle,  George  W.  Haworth,  who 
operated  a  furniture  and  undertaking  business.  Mr. 
George  W.  Haworth  died  in  1910.  Mr.  Eboch,  who 
had  already  trained  himself  thoroughly  for  his  chosen 
profession,  having  attended  and  been  graduated  from 
the  Eckels  School  of  Embalming  in  the  class  of 
1911,  returned  to  Philipsburg  and  thus  fitted  by  study 
in  this  Philadelphia  school,  was  employed  by  the 
estate  of  Mr.  Haworth.  From  1910  to  1919  the  estate, 
Mr.  Eboch’s  sister  and  Mr.  Eboch  operated  the 
establishment.  Then  it  was  conducted,  during  1919- 
1922,  as  Haworth  and  Eboch.  In  1922  this  partner¬ 
ship  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Eboch  became  a  funeral 
director  under  his  own  name.  Today  he  conducts  a 
fine  funeral  parlor  in  conjunction  with  his  own  home 
property. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Eboch  takes 
time  for  helpful  participation  in  the  affairs  of  sev¬ 
eral  fraternal,  social  and  civic  groups.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  all  his 
affiliations,  he  has  proven  himself  a  man  of  strong 
public  spirit,  devoted  primarily  to  the  tasks  that  lie 
before  him  and  to  the  general  well-being  of  his 
fellow  men  in  various  walks  of  life. 


John  F.  Eboch  married,  on  November  25,  1916, 
Susan  Guzak,  a  native  of  Clearfield  County.  By  this 
marriage  there  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Eboch. 


HARRY  O.  CRAIN — Educational  administrative 
work  in  Philipsburg,  his  native  community,  has  given 
Harry  O.  Crain  ample  opportunity  for  participating 
in  the  affairs  of  this  Pennsylvania  municipality,  plac¬ 
ing  him  in  a  position  of  leadership  among  his  fellow- 
men  and  winning  for  him  their  warm  esteem  and 
respect. 

Mr.  Crain,  now  supervising  principal  of  the  schools 
here,  was  born  on  July  6,  1874,  in  Philipsburg,  Centre 
County;  and  here  he  received  his  early  education,  at¬ 
tending  the  public  schools  and  being  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1895.  Determining  to  take  up  teach¬ 
ing  as  his  life’s  work,  he  studied  education  at  Colum¬ 
bia  University,  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  then, 
in  1927,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Teachers’  College,  at  Lock  Haven.  Before 
attending  the  last-named  institution,  he  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  for  a  time  in  active  teaching,  having  been  both 
an  instructor  and  principal,  and  later  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Rush  Township  High  School.  Complet¬ 
ing  his  professional  training,  Mr.  Crain  turned  tem¬ 
porarily  to  business,  becoming  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Philipsburg  Light  and  Power  Company  and  so 
continuing  for  one  and  one-half  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  accepted  the  managership  of  the 
Philipsburg  Laboratory.  For  two  years,  too,  he 
served  as  manager  of  the  Grand  Theatre. 

Taking  up  teaching  once  more,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  Rush  Township  schools,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year.  In  1912  he  was  elected  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  of  that  school  system,  so  serving  through  1912, 
1913  and  1914.  Then,  coming  to  Philipsburg,  he  be¬ 
came  principal  of  the  Philipsburg  High  School,  in 
which  he  opened  a  commercial  course  and  was  him¬ 
self  a  teacher  of  science.  In  1927  he  was  made  super¬ 
vising  principal  here;  and  this  position  he  still  holds, 
rendering  valuable  service  to  his  fellowmen  and  doing 
everything  in  his  power  to  build  up  the  schools  and 
the  system  of  education  existing  in  this  place. 

Unlike  many  professional  men,  Mr.  Crain  extends 
his  interests  into  many  branches  of  local,  State  and 
national  life.  A  student  by  inclination  and  training, 
he  applies  the  methods  of  the  scholar  alike  to  civic 
affairs  and  to  the  human  problems  that  confront 
him  in  educative  work,  proving  himself  more  than  a 
scholar  by  virtue  of  his  understanding  of  humanity 
and  his  strongly  sympathetic  attitude  toward  those 
around  him.  An  active  Kiwanian,  he  utilizes  differ¬ 
ent  local  organizations  of  which  he  is  a  member  for 
the  promulgation  of  new  ideas  and  the  advancement 
of  worthy  causes  and  projects  in  the  Philipsburg 
community.  His  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  There 
is  practically  no  realm  of  civic  or  social  life  that 
finds  him  uninterested;  and,  as  a  result,  he  is  es¬ 
teemed  and  respected  as  are  few  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries. 

Harry  O.  Crain  married,  on  April  14,  1911,  Mary 
B.  Emeigh.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Elizabeth  and  Harry,  Jr. 


FRED  B.  LEAVY — As  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years,  considerably  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  Mr. 
Leavy  began  his  professional  career  in  his  native 
city,  Clearfield.  Having  carefully  prepared  himself 
for  his  chosen  profession  by  studying  in  the  leading 
schools  of  embalming,  the  James  Fullerton  School  of 
Embalming,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Eckels  School  of 
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Embalming,  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Leavy  has  long  been 
regarded  as  an  expert  on  all  branches  of  the  profes¬ 
sion.  As  a  result  of  his  thorough  knowledge,  as  well 
as  because  of  his  energy,  courtesy  and  reliability  he 
has  made  his  establishment  one  of  the  leading  con¬ 
cerns  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  A  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Clearfield,  Mr.  Leavy  is  widely 
known  in  this  section  of  the  State,  where  he  is  very 
popular  because  of  his  many  fine  qualities  of  the 
mind  and  the  heart. 

Fred  B.  Leavy  was  born  at  Clearfield,  December 
20,  1877,  a  son  of  the  late  Augustus  B.  and  Martha 
M.  (Alerrell)  Leavy,  both  natives  of  Clearfield.  His 
father,  who  was  well  known  in  the  lumber  industry, 
died  in  September,  1910,  his  mother  in  1929.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Augustus  B.  Leavy  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  residents  of  Clearfield:  1.  Lillian.  2. 
William  J.  3.  Rebecca,  the  widow  of  Edward  Dit- 
mer.  4.  Fred  B.,  of  whom  further.  5.  Mary  B.  6. 
Katherine.  7.  Cecil  P.  8.  Robert  G.,  associated  with 
his  older  brother,  the  subject  of  this  article,  in  the 
undertaking  business.  Mr.  Leavy  was  educated  in  the 
public  grammar  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city 
and  then  engaged  for  a  short  time  in  the  painting  busi¬ 
ness.  After  that  he  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  became 
connected  with  one  of  that  city’s  leading  undertaking 
establishments,  James  Lowrie  and  Sons.  During 
1896-97  he  attended  the  James  Fullerton  School  of 
Embalming  and  in  1902  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Eckels  School  of  Embalming  in  Philadelphia.  In 
1898  Mr.  Leavy  had  returned  to  Clearfield  from 
Pittsburgh  and  had  become  associated  with  his  uncle, 
the  late  James  L.  Leavy,  the  owner  of  long  established 
funeral  parlors.  Later  in  that  year  Mr.  Leavy  was 
placed  in  complete  charge  of  the  establishment,  which 
he  has  continued  to  own  and  operate  very  success¬ 
fully  since  then.  For  a  number  of  years  his  young¬ 
est  brother,  Robert  G.  Leavy,  has  been  profession¬ 
ally  associated  with  him.  Robert  G.  Leavy  is  a 
licensed  embalmer  and  a  graduate  of  the  Eckels  and 
Cincinnati  Schools  of  Embalming.  Mr.  Leavy  has  long 
been  prominently  active  in  Masonic  affairs  and  is  a 
member  of  Clearfield  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  Clearfield  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  of  Altoona,  Ancient  Ara¬ 
bic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also 
is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

Air.  Leavy  married,  September  9,  1918,  Zana  B. 
Brett,  like  himself  a  native  of  Clearfield,  daughter 
of  George  and  Sarah  (Goss)  Brett.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Leavy  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Fred  B.  Leavy, 
Jr.,  and  George  B.  Leavy. 


REUBEN  E.  PIFER — Ever  since  the  completion 
of  his  own  education  Mr.  Pifer  has  devoted  himself  to 
the  education  of  others.  In  recent  years  he  has  been 
principal  of  the  consolidated  schools  of  Woodland, 
Clearfield  County,  in  which  capacity  he  has  proven 
himself  a  very  able  and  successful  educational  admin¬ 
istrator.  The  schools  under  his  direction  are  main¬ 
tained  on  the  highest  plane  of  efficiency  and  render 
services  of  lasting  value  to  the  community.  Since 
coming  to  Woodland  Mr.  Pifer  has  made  many 
friends  here  and  he  enjoys  to  the  fullest  extent  pos¬ 
sible  the  liking,  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire 
community. 


Reuben  E.  Pifer  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Alay 
28,  1899,  a  son  of  David  A.  and  Viola  (Ludwig) 
Pifer,  both  natives  of  Jefferson  County  and  both  still 
living  on  the  old  family  homestead.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  A.  Pifer  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1. 
Ethel,  who  married  Alead  A.  Buhite  of  Reynoldsville, 
Jefferson  County.  2.  Ivan  S.,  a  resident  of  Reynolds¬ 
ville.  3.  Reuben  E.,  of  whom  further.  4.  Beulah,  twin 
sister  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  now  the  wife  of 
Homer  Lott  of  Big  Run,  Jefferson  County.  5.  Luther 
L.,  a  resident  of  Reynoldsville.  Mr.  Pifer  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  high  school  at  Sykesville,  Jefferson 
County,  in  1916.  He  then  attended  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  for  one  year  and  after  that  took  up  teach¬ 
ing.  Later  he  resumed  his  own  studies  at  the  Clarion 
State  Teachers  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1925.  In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position,  that  of  principal  of  the  consolidated 
schools  of  Woodland,  Clearfield  County.  Air.  Pifer 
has  understood  how  to  gain  the  respect  and  confidence 
alike  of  the  student  body,  the  teachers  whose  work  he 
directs,  and  the  parents  of  the  pupils.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Air.  Pifer  married,  December  24,  1922,  Helen  Brew- 
baker,  like  himself  a  native  of  Jefferson  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pifer  are  the  ^parents  of  three  children: 
Raymond  E.,  June  L.,  and  Maurice. 


GEORGE  BURTON  SHIVERY,  M.  D.— With 
the  exception  of  the  first  few  years  of  his  career  Dr. 
Shivery  has  practiced  his  profession  always  at  Wood¬ 
land,  Clearfield  County.  For  almost  four  decades  he 
has  now  been  one  of  this  town’s  best  known  and  most 
successful  physicians.  He  enjoys  a  large  practice, 
not  only  in  Woodland,  but  also  in  the  surrounding 
country  and  is  very  popular,  both  because  of  his  well- 
known  skill  and  of  his  pleasing  personality. 

George  Burton  Shivery  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Belief onte,  Centre  County,  June  28,  1862,  a  son  of 
Andrew  J.  and  Jane  (Wilson)  Shivery,  both  natives 
of  Centre  County  and  both  now  deceased,  the  former 
having  died  in  May,  1893,  the  latter  in  1897.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Shivery  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Harry,  now  residing  on  the  old  family 
homestead.  2.  George  Burton,  of  whom  further  men¬ 
tion.  3.  Margaret,  widow  of  Dr.  Knox  of  Alliance, 
Ohio.  4.  Sarah,  also  a  resident  of  Alliance,  Ohio. 
Dr.  Shivery  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  attended  Bellefonte  Academy  and 
Pennsylvania  State  College.  After  that  he  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Medical  School  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Aledicine  in  1886.  He  then  pre¬ 
pared  himself  still  further  for  his  professional  work 
by  pursuing  post-graduate  work  in  the  medical  schools 
and  hospitals  of  New  York  City.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Fishertown,  Bedford  County, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  removed 
to  Bigler,  Clearfield  County,  where  he  resumed  his 
medical  practice.  Four  years  later,  in  1893,  Dr. 
Shivery  came  to  Woodland,  Clearfield  County,  which 
town  has  continued  to  be  his  home  and  the  center  of 
his  professional  activities  ever  since  then.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Aledical  Associaton,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Aledical  Society  and  the  Clear¬ 
field  County  Medical  Society.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Clearfield  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Alasons ; 
Clearfield  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Alasons ;  Clearfield 
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Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  and  the  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon  at  Curwensville.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Shivery  married,  October  6,  1891,  Bessie  Dale, 
a  native  of  Clearfield  County.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shivery 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  George  Burton, 
Jr.,  a  resident  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  2.  Andrew 
Kenneth,  a  resident  of  Clearfield. 


WALTER  R.  THOMPSON— Few  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Ebensburg  have  more  deeply  affected  the 
destinies  of  the  town  than  Walter  R.  Thompson, 
native  son,  editor  and  civic-minded  resident.  He  was 
born  at  Ebensburg,  October  20,  1867,  the  son  of 
James  M.  and  Frances  M.  (Rogers)  Thompson,  both 
of  whom  came  from  old  Pennsylvania  families.  His 
father  was  born  in  Indiana  County  and  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  trade  in  Ebensburg  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  death,  in  1918.  His  mother,  who  sur¬ 
vived  the  demise  of  her  husband  only  two  years,  was 
a  native  of  Lancaster  County.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children,  of  whom  Walter  R.,  was  the 
eldest. 

Walter  R.  Thompson  is  a  self-made  man,  and 
unlike  many  such,  his  work  is  approved  by  those 
who  know  him.  He  received  some  education  in  the 
public  schools,  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  started 
out  in  a  newspaper  office,  as  a  “printer’s  devil”  and 
general  factotum.  After  ten  years  in  which  his 
duties  ran  the  whole  gamut  of  journalism,  in  June, 
1891  he  became  the  editor  of  the  “Ebensburg  Her¬ 
ald.”  Some  years  later  he  purchased  the  “Herald,” 
and  at  a  still  later  period  combined  it  with  another 
paper  to  form  the  present  day  “Mountaineer-Herald,” 
a  weekly  publication  of  great  influence  in  the  city 
and  county. 

Such,  stated  in  a  paragraph,  is  the  story  of  the 
journalistic  career  of  Walter  R.  Thompson,  and 
gives  no  hint  of  the  indefatigable  labor,  the  sweat 
of  brain  and  hands,  the  ups  and  downs  of  a  half 
century  which  went  into  his  achievement.  The  mere 
fact  that  he  survived  where  ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred  men  fail,  is  noteworthy  and  worthy  of  high 
honors.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  paint  some  of  the 
color  of  his  life,  or  picture  the  changes,  which  events 
and  conditions  have  wrought  in  him.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  men  in  Ebensburg;  his  friends  are 
legion.  By  words  and  deeds  he  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  advancement  of  Ebensburg  and  the 
welfare  of  its  people.  Occasional  honors  have  come 
to  him;  thus,  from  1912  to  1916  he  was  the  post¬ 
master.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans;  he  was 
born  shortly  after  his  father  returned  from  long 
service  in  the  Civil  War. 

Walter  R.  Thompson  married,  February  14,  1890, 
Anna  R.  Frederick,  a  native  of  Armstrong  County, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  1. 
Frances,  wife  of  Robert  W.  Leech,  of  Pittsburgh, 
with  one  son  and  one  daughter,  Robert  and  Natalie. 
2.  Anna  E.,  wife  of  Reginald  M.  Hislop,  of  Johns¬ 
town,  with  one  son,  Reginald  W.  3.  James  F.,  now 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  “Mountaineer- 
Herald.”  On  August  15,  1924,  James  F.  Thompson 
married  Alice  Griffith  Wilson,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  James  F.,  Jr.,  Barbara  Wil¬ 
son  and  Roger  Wilson.  4.  Medora,  wife  of  Alan  B. 
Helffrich,  of  Mount  Vernon,  New  York,  with  two 
sons,  Alan  W.  and  David.  5.  Marian  E.,  wife  of 
Horace  B.  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia.  6.  Rebecca 


R.,  wife  of  John  Hugh  McFadden,  of  Ebensburg, 
with  twin  boys,  Johnnie  and  Jimmy.  7.  David  J., 
associated  with  his  father,  and  married  to  Iona  Ed¬ 
wards;  they  have  one  daughter,  Shirley.  8.  Walter 
R.,  Jr.,  also  associated  with  his  father  in  the  “Moun¬ 
taineer-Herald.” 


WILLIAM  LLOYD  HIBBS — Among  the  popu¬ 
lar  and  outstanding  figures  in  the  life  of  Cresson,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  resident  since  1910,  William 
Lloyd  Hibbs  has  served  the  community  greatly  as 
a  civic-minded  citizen,  one  particularly  interested  in 
its  school  system.  He  is  a  native  of  Juniata  County, 
born  February  9,  1882,  son  of  Henry  P.  and  Anna 
M.  (Boganrief)  Hibbs,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
at  Thompsontown,  and  the  latter  at  Battletown, 
Centre  County.  Henry  P.  Hibbs  was  for  many  years 
a  railroad  men,  and  for  a  long  period  a  locomotive 
engineer. 

William  Lloyd  Hibbs  was  the  second  eldest  of 
four  children.  His  preliminary  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  public  schools,  being  graduated  from 
Altoona  High  School  in  1902.  He  matriculated  at 
Dickinson  College,  from  which  he  was  duly  grad¬ 
uated  in  1907,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Two  years  later  he  received  his  diploma  from  the 
law  school  of  Dickinson  College,  together  with  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  September,  1910, 
Mr.  Hibbs  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  hung  up  his  shingle  as  a  lawyer  in  Ebensburg. 

In  a  paragraph  one  may  sum  up  the  years  of  prep¬ 
aration  for  a  profession,  but  it  does  not  reflect  any¬ 
thing  of  the  hard  work  and  sacrifice  required.  Mr. 
Hibbs  was  dependent  upon  his  own  efforts,  both  as 
regards  livelihood  and  college  expenses,  and  was 
forced  to  find  all  sorts  of  employment  to  keep  going. 
His  reward,  of  course,  is  in  his  achievement  as  a 
lawyer  and  a  man.  Engaged  in  general  practice,  he 
has  had  a  constantly  increasing  clientele.  Having 
the  gift  of  friendship  and  a  personality  which  inspires 
confidence  and  a  belief  in  his  personal  integrity,  Mr. 
Hibbs’  friends  are  legion,  and  his  influence  in  Ebens¬ 
burg  is  both  great  and  contributes  valuably  to  the 
better  development  of  the  city  and  the  betterment 
of  its  conditions  and  people.  On  November  4,  1931, 
he  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Cambria  County, 
itself  an  honor  and  an  expression  of  faith  in  him  as 
man  and  lawyer. 

He  has  always  been  interested  in  youth,  and  edu¬ 
cation.  As  a  school  director  of  eleven  years’  experi¬ 
ence,  he  helped  introduce  some  of  the  modern  prac¬ 
tices  of  administration,  teaching  and  housing  which 
characterize  the  Ebensburg  schools.  Fraternally,  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  he  is  a  Rotarian  at  Cresson. 

Mr.  Hibbs  married  Bertha  E.  Wenger,  of  Carlisle, 
on  February  20,  1913,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Elizabeth  W.,  Robert  Lloyd,  Lena  R., 
Helen,  Irma  and  Christine. 


CARL  STEUER — Having  filled  various  positions 
in  industries  and  the  public  service,  including  those 
of  policeman,  detective  and  sheriff,  and  having  served 
in  the  World  War,  Carl  Steuer,  of  Johnstown,  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  this  community,  being  the 
third  in  succession  in  his  family  to  hold  a  similar 
office.  His  father,  Frederick  Steuer,  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  followed  his  father  as  postmaster  of 
his  town.  He  held  the  commission  of  a  captain  in 
the  German  Army,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service  came  to  America,  settling  in  Johns- 
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town.  He  had  charge  of  the  estate  of  the  Wood- 
Morell  steel  plant,  and  later  was  with  the  Cambria 
Iron  Company.  He  died  October  13,  1913.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Wilhelm)  Steuer,  born  in  Germany, 
survived  her  husband  at  his  death.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children:  1.  Lewis  R.,  of  Bethlehem. 

2.  Katie,  married  S.  R.  Kern,  of  Elkton,  Maryland. 

3.  4.  and  5.  Sons,  who  died  young.  6.  Lillie,  mar¬ 
ried  C.  M.  Snyder,  of  Johnstown.  7.  Elizabeth,  mar¬ 
ried  Jacob  Goller,  of  Johnstown.  8.  Gustave.  9.  Carl, 
of  whom  further.  10.  Hilda,  married  Walter  Hum- 
berger,  of  Johnstown. 

Carl  Steuer,  ninth  child  of  Frederick  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Wilhelm)  Steuer,  was  born  in  Johnstown. 
September  1,  1887,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Cambria  Iron  Company  as  mes¬ 
senger  boy.  After  one  year  in  that  position,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  company’s  iron  mill  and  worked  there  for 
seven  years.  He  next  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the 
Johnstown  (paid)  fire  department,  serving  two  years. 
Then  followed  two  years  more  in  the  iron  mill,  after 
which  he  received  an  appointment  to  the  Johnstown 
city  police  force,  being  classified  as  city  detective. 
He  remained  on  this  force  six  years  and  then  was 
appointed  county  detective,  in  which  position  he  had 
only  served  a  short  time,  when  he  entered  service 
for  the  World  War.  He  was  at  first  assigned  to 
the  depot  brigade  at  Fort  Lee,  and  thence  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Camp  Wadsworth  and  assigned  to  the  6th 
anti-aircraft  intelligence  department,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  his  return  to  Johnstown  and  his  home,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  court  to  the  post  of  county 
private  detective,  serving  in  this  capacity  from  1919 
to  1926.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  sheriff, 
filling  in  an  acceptable  manner  his  term  of  four 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  transfer  and  drayage 
business,  being  thus  occupied  until  1931,  in  which 
year  he  was  commissioned  postmaster  of  Johnstown. 
In  fraternal  affairs  he  is  affiliated  with  Cambria 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Johnstown  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Johnstown  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Ara¬ 
bic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Knights 
of  Pythias;  and  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Johnstown. 


CLARENCE  ELWOOD  PENN— One  of  the 

best  known  business  men  of  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Clarence  Elwood  Penn  was  active  in  the  life 
of  this  city  over  a  period  of  many  years.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  owner  of  the  Penn  Sanitary 
Cleaning  and  Dyeing  Works,  an  enterprise  which 
his  initiative  brought  into  existence  and  which  he 
guided  with  sure  hand  along  the  pathway  of  success. 

Mr.  Penn  was  born  in  Morris  Township,  Greene 
County,  on  January  4,  1875,  a  son  of  Hamilton  and 
Emmeline  (Conger)  Penn.  His  paternal  grandpar¬ 
ents  were  William  Penn,  who  died  on  February  25, 
1891,  at  the  age  of  about  ninety,  and  Phoebe  Penn, 
who  died  in  April  of  the  same  year  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three.  Emmeline  (Conger)  Penn,  the  mother, 
was  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Ellen  Conger.  Both 
these  families  were  established  in  Pennsylvania  at  an 
early  period  in  its  history. 

Clarence  Elwood  Penn  was  only  three  months  old 
when  his  parents,  who  were  farmers,  moved  to  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  and  settled  near  Dunns  Station.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 


county  and  as  a  boy  assisted  his  father  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  home  farm.  At  seventeen,  however,  he 
came  to  Washington  and  here  entered  the  employ  of 
William  Smith  and  Son.  During  the  years  immedi¬ 
ately  following  he  attended  Washington  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  College  for  a  time,  but  finally  gave  up  his  college 
work  in  order  to  make  more  rapid  progress.  in  his 
business  career.  Mr.  Penn  went  to  New  York  where 
he  learned  the  tailoring  trade  and  later  was  employed 
for  several  years  in  Pittsburgh.  In  1901  he  was 
back  in  Washington,  and  that  year  opened  his  own 
tailor  shop  on  South  Main  Street.  In  1904,  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Edward  Bottenfield,  he  formed  the  firm 
of  Penn  and  Bottenfield,  and  following  the  dissolution 
of  this  enterprise  he  formed  a  partnership  with  James 
P.  Brownlee  in  1909  under  the  firm  name  of  Penn 
and  Brownlee,  tailors  and  clothiers. 

Though  these  earlier  ventures  were  successful,  Mr. 
Penn  was  impressed  by  the  larger  opportunities  exist¬ 
ing  in  another  field.  From  the  clothing  and  tailoring 
business  he  entered  the  cleaning  and  dyeing  business, 
realizing  that  there  was  a  distinct  place  for  such  a 
venture  in  the  city.  Under  his  able  guidance  his 
business  continued  to  grow,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  the  Penn  Sanitary  Cleaning  and  Dyeing  Works 
on  South  Main  Street,  of  which  he  was  sole  owner, 
was  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  its  kind  in  this 
section. 

Mr.  Penn  was  not  only  one  of  the  most  able  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Washington,  but  one  of  the  most  popular. 
His  record  for  integrity  and  fair  dealing  was  un¬ 
questioned,  and  his  personal  warmth  and  charm  won 
him  a  host  of  friends.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Washington  Community  Savings  and  Loan  Company, 
and  in  addition  to  his  business  connections  was  very 
active  in  civic  affairs.  Mr.  Penn  was  public-spirited 
by  nature  and  gave  his  support  and  influence  wher¬ 
ever  it  would  do  the  most  good  in  promoting  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Washington  Chamber  of  Commerce,  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  city  on  the  East 
Washington  Council,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  County  Golf  and  Country  Club,  taking  an 
active  part  in  its  development.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  the  greens  committee  of 
the  club  and  of  its  board  of  directors.  Mr.  Penn  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Bassett  Club  of  Washington. 
He  was  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  and  in  that  order  was  very  prominent, 
being  a  member  of  all  higher  bodies  of  both  York  and 
Scottish  Rites,  including  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree,  and  a  member  of  Syria  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In 
addition  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  Pres¬ 
byterian,  being  a  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Washington  and  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  all  church  affairs,  and  was 
a  generous  contributor,  not  only  to  the  church,  but  to 
other  worthy  benevolent  causes. 

On  November  19,  1903,  at  Pittsburgh,  Clarence 
Elwood  Penn  married  Josephine  Cunningham,  who 
was  born  in  that  city  on  September  11,  1877,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Cunningham,  born  at  Geneva,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  17,  1850,  and  of  Josephine  (Moore) 
Cunningham,  who  was  born  in  West  Virginia  on  No¬ 
vember  1,  1857,  and  died  at  Pittsburgh  on  January 
25,  19 13.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penn  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Clarence  Elwood,  Jr.,  born  in 
Washington  on  January  9,  1905.  2.  Josephine  Em- 
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meline,  born  May  19,  1907,  died  August  9,  1907.  3. 

George  Hamilton,  born  August  1,  1909. 

Mr.  Penn  died  on  October  1,  1927,  following  an 
operation  for  appendicitis  from  which  he  failed  to 
rally.  His  death,  while  still  in  the  full  prime  of  life, 
was  a  severe  shock  to  the  city  and  a  source  of  deep¬ 
est  regret  and  sorrow  to  his  many  personal  friends 
among  all  classes.  The  following  lines,  quoted  from 
the  tribute  of  a  sports  writer  indicate  the  affection  in 
which  he  was  universally  held: 

Golfers  throughout  the  tri-state  district  are  mourn¬ 
ing  the  loss  of  Clarence  E.  Penn  of  the  Washington 
County  Golf  and  Country  Club,  who  passed  unto  his 
great  reward  several  weeks  ago.  Mr.  Penn,  perhaps, 
was  the  most  popular  member  of  the  Washington 
Club  .  .  .  working  hard  and  diligently  to  bring  the 
course  around  to  good  shape.  .  .  .  Mr.  Penn  was  a 
genial  person,  one  whom  anyone  could  get  along  with. 
His  friends  not  only  included  his  fellow  club  members, 
but  were  spread  to  the  four  corners  of  the  district. 
That  the  Washington  County  Golf  and  Country  Club 
will  feel  the  loss  of  one  of  its  heartiest  supporters  and 
progressive  workers  and  enthusiastic  golfers  is  obvious. 


SAMUEL  FRANKLIN  WELLS  MORRISON 

— Graduating  from  college,  while  the  United  States 
were  engaged  in  the  World  War,  Mr.  Morrison,  like 
so  many  other  young  men  of  his  generation,  post¬ 
poned  the  beginning  of  his  career  in  order  to  serve 
with  the  armed  forces  of  his  native  country.  After 
almost  one  year’s  overseas  service  he  returned  to 
his  native  State,  Pennsylvania.  Immediately  after¬ 
wards  he  commenced  his  educational  career,  in  which 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  ever  since.  In 
recent  years  he  has  served  with  outstanding  success 
as  principal  of  the  Clearfield  High  School  and  now 
is  superintendent  of  Clearfield  borough  schools,  which 
under  his  very  able  and  progressive  direction  have 
been  maintained  on  a  high  level  of  efficiency.  Mr. 
Morrison  is  an  excellent  teacher  and  a  very  capable 
educational  administrator.  To  an  unusual  degree  he 
has  understood  how  to  gain  the  liking,  respect  and 
confidence  alike  of  the  student  body,  the  teaching 
staff  and  the  parents  of  his  students.  His  position 
in  the  community  is  one  of  importance  and  influence. 

Samuel  Franklin  Wells  Morrison  was  born  at 
Steelton,  Dauphin  County,  July  25,  1892,  a  son  of 
Ephraim  and  Emma  (Wells)  Morrison,  both  natives 
of  Dauphin  County.  His  father,  who  died  in  October, 
1916,  was  a  steel  worker.  His  mother  now  makes 
her  home  at  Harrisburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ephraim 
Morrison  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  1. 
Anna  H.,  who  married  Arthur  S.  Miller  of  York. 
2.  Charles  H.,  now  deceased.  3.  Ella  May,  who  mar¬ 
ried  John  Gochenour  of  Harrisburg.  4.  John  E.,  a 
resident  of  Steelton.  5.  Samuel  Franklin  Wells,  of 
whom  further.  6.  Myles  C.,  a  resident  of  Elizabeth, 
New  Jersey.  7.  Alda,  who  married  Robert  Beatty 
of  Harrisburg.  Mr.  Morrison  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
Steelton  and  was  graduated  from  the  local  high 
school  in  1912.  Next  he  spent  two  years  in  a  local 
steel  plant,  but  at  the  end  of  this  period  he  resumed 
his  studies  and  attended  Lebanon  Valley  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1918.  He  worked  his  way 
both  through  high  school  and  college.  In  that  year  he 
entered  the  United  States  Army  and  for  the  next 
eleven  months  he  served  overseas  with  the  304th 
Engineers,  79th  Division.  He  saw  action  in  several 
major  engagements  and  received  a  citation  for  bravery 
in  the  Argonne  Drive.  At  the  end  of  the  World 
War  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  as  a  first 
sergeant.  It  was  then  that  he  commenced  his  career 
as  a  teacher  and  educational  administrator,  which 


he  has  pursued  so  successfully  since  then.  His  first 
position  was  as  teacher  and  athletic  coach  at  the 
Midland,  Pennsylvania,  High  School,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  served  for  three  years,  holding  the  position 
of  principal  of  this  school  during  the  following  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  Mr.  Morrison  was 
appointed  principal  of  the  Clearfield  High  School, 
served  in  that  capacity  seven  years,  and  in  August, 
1931,  was  elected  to  superintendent  of  the  Clearfield 
borough  schools.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  his  edu¬ 
cational  work  has  kept  him  very  busy  during  these 
years,  Mr.  Morrison  has  also  found  time  to  continue 
his  own  studies  and,  after  pursuing  post-graduate 
work  at  Columbia  University,  he  received  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  from  that  famous  institution.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education 
Association  and  served  on  the  State  council  of  this 
organization  in  1928;  the  National  Education  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  of  the  department  of  superintendence  of 
this  organization;  the  American  Legion;  and  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1932. 
A  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  he  belongs  to  New 
Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  examining  committee  of  the 
Bucktail  Council  and  Clearfield  Chapter,  Boy  Scouts 
of  America.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Morrison  married,  June  25,  1924,  Nina  G. 
Tibbals,  a  native  of  Allegheny  County  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Etta  (Mercer)  Tibbals,  the  lat¬ 
ter  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison  have  no 
children. 


R.  WILLIAM  THOMPSON— Some  thirty-five 
years  ago  Mr.  Thompson  established  himself  in  the 
undertaking  business  at  Clearfield,  the  county  seat  of 
Clearfield  County.  Ever  since  then  he  has  continued 
in  this  business  and  today  his  establishment  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  leading  undertaking  concerns 
in  this  part  of  Clearfield  County.  A  thoroughly  ex¬ 
perienced  mortician  himself,  this  fact  is  to  a  great 
extent  responsible  for  the  success  with  which  he  has 
met. 

R.  William  Thompson  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Clearfield,  March  17,  1865,  a  son  of  the  late  Rufus 
and  Sarah  (Daniel)  Thompson,  both  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while 
his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Mr.  Thompson  married,  in  November,  1904,  Susie 
Shaffer,  like  himself  a  native  of  Clearfield  County. 
She  died  in  March,  1917,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Daisy,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Clearfield  High 
School. 


JAMES  P.  KEARNEY — Wherever  manufactured 
silk  is  used  in  America,  or  even  in  foreign  lands 
making  much  of  their  own,  the  home  plant  and  the 
subsidiaries  of  the  Erie  Silk  Mills  are  known  and 
patronized.  Since  1911  the  Erie  plant  has  been  under 
the  management  of  James  P.  Kearney,  who  has  given 
nearly  all  of  his  business  years  to  the  industry  here 
and  whose  broad  experience  and  high  ability  have 
been  largely  responsible  for  the  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  original  enterprise. 

Born  at  South  Manchester,  Connecticut,  Septem¬ 
ber  23,  1874,  he  is  a  son  of  P.  F.  Kearney,  a  native 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  deceased  in  1908,  and 
Mary  (Carney)  Kearney,  a  native  of  Ireland,  de¬ 
ceased  in  1892.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
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schools  and  after  his  graduation  from  high  school,  he 
began  work  as  an  apprentice  in  Cheney  Brothers' 
silk  mills  at  South  Manchester,  Connecticut.  In  1894 
he  entered  the  employ  of  M.  C.  Migel  and  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  City,  receiving  promotion  from 
time  to  time  until  he  became  assistant  to  the  manager. 
In  1911  he  was  transferred  to  the  Erie  plant,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Erie  plant.  This  enterprise  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  M.  C.  Migel  and  began  operations  in  Long 
Island  City,  New  York,  specializing  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  broad  silks.  Some  time  later  the  founder 
entered  into  a  partnership  with  H.  R.  Mallinson  and 
in  1904  it  was  determined  to  remove  the  plant  to  a 
field  better  suited  to  its  purpose.  Erie  was  chosen 
and  in  the  following  year  the  partners  leased  a  small 
building  at  Liberty  and  Nineteenth  streets  and  began 
manufacturing.  Their  success  soon  demanded  ex¬ 
pansion  of  production  facilities  and  a  factory  was 
built  on  Cascade  Street,  from  Twenty-sixth  to  Twenty- 
seventh  streets.  Continued  growth  called  for  still 
larger  quarters  and  from  time  to  time  additions  have 
been  built,  until  the  Erie  plant  today  covers  a  city 


block,  employs  four  hundred  hands  and  distributes 
its  silks  and  high  grade  velvets  throughout  the 
world.  Other  factories  are  located  at  Astoria,  Long 
Island,  New  York;  Trenton,  Paterson  and  Union 
City,  New  Jersey;  and  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1915  the  interest  in  the  whole  concern  was  purchased 
from  Mr.  Migel  by  Mr.  Mallinson,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Kearney  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American 
War,  in  which  he  served  with  the  American  forces 
and  attained  the  rank  of  corporal  in  his  company. 
In  the  World  War  he  again  served  his  country  by 
his  vigorous  work  for  the  success  of  the  Liberty 
Loans  and  associated  campaigns.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Erie  County 
Manufacturers’  Association,  past-president  of  the 
Erie  Rotary  Club  and  member  of  the  Erie  and 
Kahkwa  clubs.  He  is  a  Roman  Catholic  in  reli¬ 
gion  and  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  taking  much  inter¬ 
est  in  organization  and  in  civic  affairs. 

James  P.  Kearney  married,  in  1904,  Cecelia  Gut¬ 
ting,  of  New  York  City,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Adelaide  I.  Gutting. 
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*  Harvey,  Judge  Francis  L.,  pg.  70 — Mr.  Harvey  passed  away  November  1,  1932,  after  his  biography  had  gone 

to  press. 

*  Page,  Mrs.  Carrie  M.,  pg.  108 — Mrs.  Page  passed  away  November  1,  1932,  after  the  biography  of  her  hus¬ 

band,  Benjamin  Franklin  Page,  had  gone  to  press. 
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Albert  P,  291 
Clara,  292 
Clarissa,  292 
Sarah  J,  291 
Burnett,  Katherine,  50 
Thomas,  50 
Burr,  Jane  A,  205 
Lewis  R,  206 
Mary  V,  205,  206 
Richard  B,  205 
Steve  A,  206 
Burton,  Benjamin,  294 
Dorothy  J,  22 
Elizabeth  A,  22 
Ella  D,  22 
Frank  L,  22 
Irma  R,  22 
J.  Mansford,  22 
Martha,  294 
Bush,  Henry  E,  406 
Lee  N,  406 
Mary  B,  407 
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Byers,  Anna,  155 
Barbara  R,  155 
Charles  D,  155 
David  F,  155 
Elizabeth,  17,  155 
Ethel,  17 
Isabel,  17 
Justin  S,  1 7 
Rachel,  17 
Samuel  L,  17 

Cain,  Hannah  B,  384 
James,  383 
Jean  A,  384 
Margaret,  383 
Robert  S,  Capt,  383 

Caldwell,  John  L,  73 
Margaret,  73 

Calhoun,  Andrew,  91 
Florence,  92 
Hiram  (Harry)  R,  91 
John  C,  91 
Nancy,  91 
Robert,  91 

Cameron,  Anna  R.,  386 
Elizabeth,  386 
James,  385 
Jane,  33,  125 
John  G.,  33,  125 
John  W.,  386 
Marie  M.,  386 
Martha  J.,  385 
Robert,  385 
Robert  (2),  385 
Wilfred,  385,  386 
Wilfred  P.,  386 

Campbell,  Andrew  D.,  72,  73 
Anna  M.,  256 
Belinda,  8 
Bertha,  41 1 
David  I.,  8 
Donald  L.,  73 
Edith,  316 
Eva  M.,  8 
Henry  C.,  316 
James  E.,  256 
James  M.  (2),  412 
James  M.,  Hon.,  411 
Jane,  256,  316 
Jennie  M.,  256 
John  M.,  73 
Kathryn,  412 
Mark  R.,  73 
Mary  E.,  73 
Nancy  J.,  73 
Pearl,  73 
R.  I.,  Capt.,  41 1 
Ralph  M.,  8 
Robert  C.,  316 
Robert  G.,  41 1 
Robert  P.,  316 
Samuel  B.,  256 
Samuel  S.,  256 
William  P.,  316 

Campsey,  David  G.,  461 
Harry  O.,  461 
Harry  O.  (2),  461 
James  L.,  461 
James  S.,  461 
Margaret,  461 
Mary,  461 


Canan,  Sarah,  31 
William  D.,  31 
William  T.,  31 
Cardon,  Ella  M.,  97 
Frederick  N.,  97 
Carl,  Ernest  G.,  229 
Lillian  M.,  229 
Carlisle,  Albert,  335 
Josephine,  335 
Carnahan,  Charles  E.,  81 
Edson  E.,  81 
Hugh  E.,  81 
Lavinia,  81 
Lida  M.,  81 

Carnegie  Free  Library  (McKees¬ 
port),  380 

Carnegie  Public  Library  (Oil  City), 
145 

Carothers,  C.  E.  (Edward),  213 
Caroline,  213 
Eugenie  G.,  214 
Robert  L,,  214 
Sara  J.,  213 
William  E.,  213 
William  E.  (2) ,  214 
Carr,  Amanda  M.,  426 
John  D.,  426 
Mary  L.,  426 
Philip  O.,  426 
Walter  R.,  426 
Woods  N.,  426 
Carringer,  Dorothy  J.,  61 
June,  61 
Marion  A.,  61 
Rachel  M.,  61 
Robert  M.,  61 
Carroll,  Peter,  300 
Carson,  Harry  F.,  43 
Harry  F.,  Jr.,  43 
Margaret  V.,  43 
Mary,  43 
Mary  E.,  43 
Oliver  P.,  43 
Carter,  Charles  E.,  296 
Charles  F.,  296 
Donald  R.,  364 
Edmond  G.,  296 
Ella  L.,  296 
Eva  M.,  296 
Jean  W.,  364 
John  A.,  296 
John  R.,  296 
Cartwright,  John  H.,  ill 
Margaret  I.,  112 
Minnie  J.,  in 
Richard  A.,  ill 
Carver,  Eleanor,  42 
Cary,  Rebecca  (Mrs.  John  E.),  406 
Cashman,  Mary,  172 
Michael,  172 
Cawthra,  Celeste,  324 
Edna  J.,  324 
Henry  I.,  324 
John, 324 
John  C.,  324 
Thomas  C.,  324 
William  H.,  324 

Challener,  Lillian  R.  (Mrs.),  407 
Chamberlain,  Florence,  57 
James  M.  W.,  57 
Charles,  Catherine  (Mrs.),  105 
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Chase,  Austin  R.,  Judge,  130 
Elinor  J.,  130 
Elinor  M.,  130 
James  M.,  130 
Jennie,  130 
John  W.,  338 
Lelia,  338 
Mildred  G.,  130 
William  C.,  338 
Cherry,  Alice  M.,  349 
Clare  G.,  349 
E.  M.,  349 
Sylvia  M.,  350 
Chillcott,  Frances,  387 
John  C.,  386 
Maria,  386 
Thomas,  386 
Choate,  Charles  F.,  250 
Nathalie  H.,  250 
Chorpenning,  Christena,  345 
Elijah,  345 
Eloise,  346 
Jack,  346 
Lloyd  G.,  345 
Alary  E.,  346 
Christie,  Charles  H.,  258 
Emma  L.,  258,  259 
Henderson  W.,  258,  259 
Henderson  W.,  Jr.,  258 
Nancy  R.,  258 
Thomas,  258 
Thomas  G.,  258 

Citizens  Printing  and  Publishing 
Co.  (The),  296 
Clark,  Carl  P.,  150 
Eleanor  G.,  72 
Ella  M.,  334 
Heber  R.,  72 
James  H.,  149 
L.  M.,  334 
Lillie  E.,  150 
Mary,  280 
Alary  A.,  149 
Perry  D.,  149 
Samuel,  280 
William,  280 
Claudy,  Betty  M.,  329 
Elizabeth  P.,  329 
Georgiana,  328 
Ida  AL,  329 

John  W.,  Rev.  Dr.,  328 
Samuel  W.,  328 
Qayland,  J.  AL  (Mrs.),  218 
Alargaret  M.,  218 
Clayton,  Arthur  B.,  253 
Lester,  253 
Alary  A.,  253 
Robert  R.,  253 
William  E.,  253 
Clune,  James  G.,  Dr.,  124 
Rhoda  S.,  124 
Cochran,  Florence,  180 
George,  180 
Cole,  John  F.,  146 
Rachael  A.,  146 

Collingwood,  Allen  K.,  Ens.,  391 
David  F.,  390 
Alarie  L.,  390 
Mary  E.,  391 
William,  390 
Collins,  A.,  353 
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Adrian  J.,  434 
Frances,  353 
Frances  M.,  435 
Kevin,  435 
Margaret,  434 
^  P.  J.,  Dr.,  434 
Collner,  Bertha,  330 
Elizabeth,  106,  330 
Harrison,  106,  329 
Lewis,  329 
Lewis  (2),  330 
Sarah,  329 
Colwell,  Alex,  218 
Conarro,  Harry  W.,  198 
Sarah  E.,  198 

Conover,  Rachael  E.  (Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  A.),  178 
Conrad,  John,  164 
John  W.,  165 
Martha  V.,  165 
Alary  J.,  164 
William  N.,  164 
Conrath,  George  B.,  338 
Grace,  339 
May  M.,  338 
^Walter  J.,  338 
Conway,  Anna,  157 
George  W.,  157 
Leonora  H.,  156 
Lester  H.,  157 
Roy  F.,  157 
William  B.,  156 
William  J.,  156 
Cook,  George  H.,  160 
Alary,  160 

Cool,  Eugene  A.,  225 
Susan,  225 
Cooper,  John,  17 
Naboth,  17 
Sarah,  17 

Coover,  Clara  J.,  137 
John  A.,  137 
Core,  Amarilla  L.,  78 
Daniel  H.,  Capt.,  77 
Jesse  F.,  78 
Jesse  F.,  Rev.,  77,  78 
Paul  A.  A.,  78 
Sarah  K.,  77,  78 
Cometet,  Lewis  G.,  236 
Nannie  E.,  236 
Noah  E.,  236 
Cornwell,  Lydia,  425 
Robert  F.,  425 
Costella,  Elizabeth  M.,  231 
Ellen,  230 
Gertrude  A.,  231 
James  L.,  Col.,  230 
James  L.,  Jr.,  231 
Joseph  T.,  230 
Mary  A.,  231 
Covey,  Elsie,  102 
Francis  D.,  103 
James  F.,  103 
James  G.,  102 
John  K.,  103 
John  M.,  102 
Katherine,  103 
Coxon,  Nicholas,  57 
Craig,  James,  403 
Margaret,  403 


Crail,  Louise,  219 
William,  219 
Crain,  Catherine,  318 
Elizabeth,  468 
Harrison  M.,  318 
Harry,  Jr.,  468 
Harry  O.,  468 
John  H.,  318 
Josephine,  319 
Mary  B.,  468 
Nannie,  319 
Ruth,  319 
Teddy  S.,  319 
W.  Scott,  318,  319 
William  G.  L.,  318 
Craine,  Donald  W.,  180 
Emma  L.,  180 
J.  Robert  T.,  180 
Samantha,  179 
W.  M.  C,  179 
Wilson  E.,  179 
Crawford,  Alice,  337 
Edward  O.,  337 
Jane  T.,  337 
Samuel  W.,  337 
Cree,  Anna  L.  (Mrs.),  244 
Creel,  William  H.,  142 
Creps,  E.  E.,  235 
Jacob,  Capt.,  235 
Jacob  A.,  235 
Alinnie  A.,  235 
Crider,  Adeline,  377 
Fountain  W.,  377 
Philip  B.,  377 
Rebecca  J.,  377 
Crisswell,  Florence  E.,  69 
Joseph  S.,  69 
Critchfield,  E.  Jean,  7 
James  F.,  7 
Susan  E.,  7 
^  William  P.,  6,  7 
Crites,  Phoebe,  215 
Samuel  R.,  215 
Croft,  E.  S.,  369 
Edith  AL,  369 
Crow,  Adelaide,  390 
Charlotte  E.,  390 
Richard  S.,  390 
Robert  H.,  390 
William  E.,  Sen.,  390 
^  William  J.,  390 
Crumrine,  Alonzo  B.,  146 
Eleanor,  146 
J.  Boyd,  Jr.,  146 
John  B.,  Hon.,  146 
Loula,  146 
^  Nell,  146 
Cruse,  Allen  R.,  8 
Elizabeth  A.,  8 
Cubbison,  Elizabeth  S.,  70 
Harry  B.,  69,  70 
Paul,  70 
Susan,  70 
Thomas,  70 
Uriah,  70 

Cummings,  Cyrus  T.,  230 
Cummins,  Donald  E.,  386 
Helen,  386 

Cunningham,  Andrew,  347 
Edwin,  347 
George,  471 
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Grace  E.,  347 
Josephine,  471 
Lewis  J.,  346,  347 
Mary,  347 
Mead,  347 
Cupler,  Adam,  165 
Adam  (2),  165 
Benjamin  E.,  444 
Chalmer  E.,  445 
Elizabeth,  165 
Elizabeth  J.,  165 
Elizabeth  M.,  444 
Grace  M.,  165 
Harry  A.,  165 
Kenneth  L.  M.,  445 
Mary  E.,  444 
Perry,  Com.,  444 
Curll,  Margaret,  66 
Mary  M.,  66 
^  William  R.,  66 
Curry,  Ella  M.,  246 
Malvern  H.,  246 
Curtin,  Eliza,  391 
George  P.,  391 
Henry  R.,  391 
Hugh  L.,  Jr.,  391 
Hugh  L.,  Maj.,  391 
James  P.,  391 
Thomazine,  391 
Cushing,  Almira,  233 
Frances,  234 
Granville  M.,  233 
Sherman,  233 

De  Forest,  Charles,  176 
Charles  (2),  176 
Charles  A.  L.,  176 
David,  175 
David  (2),  175 
David  (3),  176 
Ephraim,  175 
Isaac,  175 
Jean,  175 
Jesse,  175 
Martha  A.,  176 
May,  175,  176 
William  C.,  Dr.,  175,  176 
De  Haas,  David  M.,  457 
Ernest  P.  (2),  457 
Ernest  P.,  Dr.,  456,  457 
Mary,  457 
Robert,  457 
Sarah  K.,  457 
De  Ronde,  Lavinia,  200 
William  H.,  200 

Daggett,  Elinor  E.,  396 
Frederick  A.,  396 
Dague,  Amos,  338 
Bessie,  268 
Blanche  E.,  268 
Frederick,  267 
Jane  E.,  267 
John,  267 
John,  Jr.,  267 
Joseph  A.,  338 
Love,  338 
Lydia,  338 
Russell  C.,  268 
Samuel  N.,  Dr.,  267 
William  F.,  338 
Daily,  Bernard  B.,  181 


Bryon  B.,  181 
Jane  H.,  181 
John  L.,  181 
Leah,  181 
Dale,  Abbie,  371 
Christina,  371 
J.  Thomas,  371 
John  A.,  371 
Joseph  L.,  371 
Dales,  George  W.,  263 
Sarah,  263 
Daley,  John,  292 
Martha,  292 

Dairy mple,  Andrew,  198 
Corning,  198 
Evelyn,  376 
Jacob  E.,  376 
Richard  W.,  198 
Sarah  J.,  198 
Darr,  Hope  K.,  261 
Joseph  T.,  260 
Margaret,  260 
Mary  E.,  261 
Robert  H.,  261 
William  T.,  Hon.,  260 
William  T.,  Jr.,  261 
Daub,  Anna  G.,  334 
John  J.,  334 
Davies,  Gail  A.,  215 
John  T.,  215 
John  T.  (2),  215 
Margaret  J.,  215 
William  D.,  215 
Davis,  Alfred,  171 
Dorothy  E.,  127 
Edward  S.,  no 
Flora,  126 
George  W.,  126 
Harriett,  171 
Hattie  E.,  127 
Merrill  N.,  126 
Merrill  N.,  Jr.,  127 
Ruth  E.,  no 
Thomas  J.,  Dr.,  434 
Davison,  Alfaretta,  279 
Lewis  M.,  279 
Delano,  Huldah,  211 
Stephen,  211 
Derr,  Amelia,  86 
Henry,  86 

Derwood,  Virginia  A.,  320 
W.  C.,  320 

Detweiler,  Charles  W.,  434 
Ruth,  434 

Dicken,  J.  Charles,  292 
Mary,  292 

Dickey,  Charles  E.,  377 
Delia  M.,  378 
Ephraim  E.,  377 
Josephine,  377 
Lloyd  E.,  378 
Paul  H.,  378 
Dickie,  George  C.,  71 
Margaret,  71 

Dietrick,  Frederick  A.,  92 
Louisa,  92 

Dimpelfeld,  Adolph,  243 
Mathilde,  243 
Dinsmore,  Arthur,  99 
Harry  W.,  99 
Howard  L.,  99 
John  U.,  99 


Mary,  99 
Robert,  99 
Robert  W.,  Capt.,  99 
Sarah  J.,  99 
Thomas  J.,  99 
Walter  S.,  99 
Dippold,  James,  69 
John  A.,  68,  69 
John  A.,  Jr.,  69 
Katherine  J.,  69 
Martin,  68 
Mary,  68 
Paul,  69 

Ditting,  Anna  D.,  419 
Catherine,  419 
Julia  A.  (“J.  Guss”),  419 
William  H.,  419 
Donahoo,  Harvey,  174 
Mary  A.,  174 
Donaldson,  Jones  J.,  302 
Mary  C.,  302 
Donnan,  Alvan,  150,  164 
Lucy,  150,  164 
Doolittle,  Adela,  367 
Clarence,  367 
Clyde  F.,  367 
Milton  A.,  367 
Rose,  367 

Dorworth,  Charles  E.,  Hon.,  376 
Charles  E.,  Jr.,  377 
Edwin  S.,  Dr.,  376 
Hannah  R.,  376 
May  S.,  377 
Rebecca  G,  377 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  170 
Dowden,  Isabelle,  407 
Lloyd  H.,  407 
Downie,  Ann,  221 
Barbara  A.,  221 
James,  221 
James  T.,  Prof.,  221 
John,  Rev.,  221 
Margaret,  221 
Mary  B.,  221 

Downing,  Harriet  (Mrs.  W.  J.),  81 
Downs,  John,  126 
Mary,  126 

Drancker,  Catherine  E.,  420 
William  G.,  420 
Driscoll,  Arnold,  318 
Caroline  E.,  318 
Driver,  Alice,  294 
Elizabeth,  294 
George,  294 
George  W.,  294 
Martha  B.,  294 
Rachel,  294 
Samuel  M.,  294 
William  S.,  294 
Drury,  C.  McCluer,  300 
Carl  M.,  300 
E.  L.,  300 
Grace  L.,  300 
Kathryn  A.,  300 
Kitty  A.,  300 

Dudley,  Carl  H.,  Rev.,  414 
Deborah,  414 
Donaldine,  415 
Harold,  415 
Louise,  415 
Muriel,  415 
William,  414 


Duggan,  Belle,  348 
John  L.,  348 
Duncan,  Sarah,  229 
William,  229 
Dunham,  Laura,  410 
Richard,  410 
Thomas,  410 
Durbin,  Catherine,  268 
Edward  J.,  268,  269 
John,  268 
Ralph,  269 
Rose,  269 

Duvall,  Elisha,  284 
Phoebe,  284 

Eberhart,  Arthur,  115 
Belle,  1 15 
Daniel  W.,  114 
John  B.,  114 
Lorraine,  1 15 
Merrill,  115 
Eboch,  John  F.,  468 
Margaret,  468 
Susan,  468 
Thomas  J.,  468 
Virginia,  468 
Eckmeder,  Helene,  363 
J.  H,  363 

Edgcomb,  James  O.,  399 
James  O.  (2),  399 
Joan,  399 
Joseph,  399 
Edkin,  Anna  M.,  130 
Burt  C.,  129 
Lester,  130 
Robert,  130 
William,  129 
Edwards,  Burton  F.,  289 
Helen,  289 

Eisenberg,  Emma  H.,  242 
John  L.,  241 
John  Y.,  241 
Margaretta  H.,  242 
Mary  A.,  241 
Eisert,  Frances,  257 
Martin,  257 
Elder,  Ella,  398 
Elsie,  398 
Jane  L.,  398 
John,  Rev.,  382 
John  L.,  398 
John  L.  (3),  398 
John  L.,  Jr.,  397,  398 
Ellenberger,  A.  C.,  401 
Charles  W.,  265,  401 
Florinda,  265 
George  W.,  265 
Mary  C.,  265 
Rebecca,  401 
Elliott,  Arthur  Y.,  81 
D.  Edgar,  80 
Fannie,  81 
Jane,  80 
Margaret,  81 
Martha  B.,  81 
William  D.,  80 
Ellsworth,  Frederick  W.,  86 
Marthadel,  86 
Emery,  Blanche,  268 
Boyd,  Dr.,  268 
James,  268 
Robert  N.,  98 
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Sarah  J.,  98 
W.  W.,  31 
Walter,  268 

Enders,  Cornelius,  Rev.,  59 
Enoch,  Abner,  341 
David,  341 
Donald  G.,  342 
Elizabeth,  341 
Emmer  B.,  341,  342 
Enoch,  341 
Hiram,  Dr.,  341 
Lloyd  W.,  342 
Lucia,  342 
T.  G,  34i 

Erdly,  Alma  E.,  172 
Calvin  V.,  172 
Lewis  J.,  172 
Ralph  P.,  173 
Sallie,  172 

Erie  Steel  Construction  Co.,  297 
Erskine,  Bernard,  88 
Bernard  G.,  87 
Branson,  88 
Ellen,  87 
George,  88 
Jane,  88 
William  E.,  88 
William  R,  87 
Evans,  Annie,  289 
Charles  T.,  289 
Charles  T.,  Jr.,  289 
Frederick,  Capt.,  434 
Helen  M.,  289 
Lewis,  Gen.,  434 
Samuel,  289 

Fair,  Barney  O.,  160,  161 
Clarence  S.,  161 
Harry  N.,  161 
John,  161 
Mary  L.,  161 
Michael,  161 
Nancy  J.,  161 
^  Philip,  161 
Farnsworth,  Henry,  51 
John,  51 
John  (2),  51 
Mary  A.,  51 
Faust,  Daniel,  85 
Martha,  85 

Fay,  Frank  L.,  Hon.,  33 
James,  33 
Marie,  33 
Mary,  33 
Patrick,  33 
Wells,  33 

Felbinger,  Louise,  168 
Peter,  168 
Felt,  Alice  E.,  281 
Bessie  A.,  281 
Dewitt,  259 
Earl  P.,  281 
Guy  S.,  259 
J.  Pitt,  281 
Jay  B.,  281 
Joseph  W.,  281 
Mary,  259 
Paul,  281 
Sarah,  259 

Ferver,  Ethel  (Mrs.),  41 
Fike,  Alvira,  140 
Orville,  140 
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Filbert,  Annie  C.,  199 
John,  199 

Ludwig  S.,  Dr.,  199 
Margaret,  200 
Peter,  199 

Richard  Y.,  199,  200 
Fillhart,  Mary,  327 
Philip,  327 
Findley,  Abel  C.,  119 
Fink,  Emma,  1 1 1 
Frederick,  ill 
George  W.,  no,  in 
Magdalena,  in 
Virginia,  in 
Fisher,  Gladys,  28 
Hapsie,  28,  148 
John  S.  (2),  28 
John  S.,  Hon.,  28,  147 
Mariah,  147 
Mary  W.,  28 
Robert  M.,  28,  148 
Samuel  R.,  147 
Fithian,  Marion,  127 
R.  G.,  127 

Fleming,  Alma  E.,  352 
Bella  P.,  301 
Caroline,  351 
Francis  P.,  352 
George  F.,  352 
J.  A.,  18 
John  M.,  302 
Joseph,  351 
Joseph  E.,  351 
Joseph  E.,  Jr.,  352 
Josephine,  352 
Mary,  18 
Mary  A.,  352 
Mary  I.,  302 

Montgomery  W.,  Hon.,  301 
Paul,  108 
Violet  E.,  108 
William  ).,  352 
Wilson  I.,  301 
Winifred  M.,  302 
Focht,  Elizabeth,  446 
John  B.,  Rev.,  446 
John  H.,  Dr.,  446 
Foege,  Caroline,  281 
^  W.  H.,  281 

Foltz,  Amanda  G.,  148,  159 
Gula  E.,  149 
Samuel,  Jr.,  148 
Samuel,  Sr.,  148,  159 
Stewart  P.,  149 
Virginia,  149 
William,  148 
William  S.,  148 
Forbes,  Albert  T.,  360 
Carson  R.,  360 
J.  K.,  360 
Olive,  360 
Ollie,  360 
Ray  W.,  361 
Ford,  John  P.,  12 
Martha,  12 
Forrest,  Ann,  207 
Earle  R.,  377 
John,  207 
John  (2),  207,  212 
Joshua  R.,  377 
Margaret,  377 
Margaret  I.,  377 


484 


Mary,  377 
Mary  H.,  207,  212 
Frankenburger,  George  C.,  177 
Hildred  H.,  177 
Martha  A.,  177 
Robert  S.,  178 
W.  Sturges,  Dr.,  177 
Frazier,  Clara,  217 
John,  217 

Freeland,  David  L.,  231 
Doris  E.,  232 
Edward  L.,  231 
Edward  R.,  232 
Ethel  F.,  232 
Phyllis  L.,  232 
Sarah  J.,  231 

Freeman,  Charles,  Dr.,  152 
Joseph  H.,  152 
Julia  A.,  152 
Mary  N.,  153 
French,  Gertrude,  454 
Winfield  S.,  454 
Fryberger,  Caroline  C.,  423 
Charles  T.,  Capt.,  422 
George  M.,  423 
John,  422 
John  E.,  422,  423 
Mary  J.,  422 
Mary  L.,  423 
Sarah,  422 
Frye,  Elizabeth,  118 
Jay  M.,  Dr.,  118 
Jay  M.,  Jr.,  118 
Mae  I.,  118 
Samuel,  118 
Fulmer,  Joseph  C.,  247 
Lillian  B.,  247 
Furst,  Adele,  353 
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Mallison,  Anne  M.,  16 
Jacob,  15 
Jacob  L.,  16 
Joseph,  15 
Joseph  H.,  16 
Mary  A.,  16 
Ruth,  15 

Maloney,  James  R.,  125 
Nora  L.,  125 
March,  Estella  M.,  463 
Francis  A.,  131 
James  H.,  463 
James  H.,  Jr.,  463 
Jennie  B.,  132 
Mildred  S.,  131 
Thomas  S.,  Dr.,  131 
Marks,  Arthur  W.,  105 
Dodge  L.,  106 
Elizabeth,  106 
James  L.,  334 
Samuel  J.,  105 
Samuel  J.,  Dr.,  106 
Sarah  S.,  334 
Susannah,  105 
Marquis,  Elizabeth,  427 
Frank,  428 
James,  427 
John,  427 
Martha,  428 
Milton  S.,  Capt.,  427 
Samuel,  427 
William,  427 
William  H.,  428 


Marshall,  Alice  T.,  401 
Calvin  R.,  400,  401 
Lillian  R.,  401 
Mary  A.,  400 
Mollie  F.,  401 
William,  400 
Martin,  Anna,  138 
E.  Gwen,  201 
Eliza,  43 

Elizabeth  (Mrs.  J.  Willis),  200, 
201 

George,  Dr.,  34 
George  C.,  Dr.,  34 
George  F.,  138 
J.  Willis,  200 
J.  Willis,  Jr.,  201 
John,  43 

Jonathan  W.  (J.  Willis),  Hon. 

200,  203 
Malvina,  200 
Mary,  34 
Mary  E.,  35 
Mary  O.,  35 
Patricia  N.,  35 
Sergeant  P.,  Dr.,  201 
Mast,  Blaine,  4 
Dessie  D.,  5 
Frank,  4,  5 
Frank  (3),  5 
Isaac,  5 
Jacob,  4 
Jacob  (2),  5 
John  F.,  4 
Letitia,  4 
Pearl  L.,  5 
Yates,  5 

Matteson,  Alonzo,  387 
Lida,  387 

Maxwell,  Andrew  J.,  147 
Angelina  R.,  147 
Charles  F.,  147 
Charles  F.,  Jr.,  147 
Eva  E.,  147 
May,  Benjamin,  187 
Clark,  187 
Elisha,  187 
John,  186 
John  (2),  187 
Nancy,  188 
Stephen,  188 
Mead,  Aurelia  J.,  410 
David,  Gen.,  409 
Edward  A.,  410 
James  C.,  410 
James  M.,  409,  410 
Joseph,  410 
Laura  A.  M.,  410 
Martha,  409 
Richard  D.,  410 
Mears,  Georgiana,  212 
Harry,  212 
Meek,  Ellen  D.,  357 
Eloise,  Dr.,  356 
George  R.,  356,  357 
George  R.,  Jr.,  357 
Mary  G.,  356 
P.  Gray,  356 
Peter  G.  (2),  357 
Susanna,  356 
Megahan,  D.  B.,  68 
Mary  C.,  68 


Mehl,  Fredericka,  227 
Michael,  227 
Mellon,  James  R.,  374 
Jennie  T.,  408 
Rachel  H.,  374 
Richard  B.,  408 
Richard  K.,  408 
Thomas,  Judge,  408 
William  L.,  Dr.,  374 
Meredith,  Caroline,  218 
Eliza  N.,  218 
Jonathan,  Hon.,  218 
William  B.,  Hon.,  218 
Merz,  Marie,  8 
Otto  C.  A.,  8 
Messer,  Jacob,  337 
Mary  J.,  337 
Mewhinney,  Amanda,  445 
James,  445 
James  C,  Dr.,  445 
Mary,  446 

Miller,  Adam,  Maj.,  104,  105 
Adam  B.,  223 
Anna,  155 
Anna  M.,  26 
Annie  G.,  447 
Benjamin,  236 
Benjamin  I.  V.,  446 
Betty  J.,  355 
Ella',  162 
Eugene,  27 
F.  A.,  362 
Fred,  81 
Fred  W.,  355 
George  C.,  362 
George  W.,  26 
Gertrude  M.,  363 
Guyon,  446 
Guyon  (2),  446 
H.  M.,  155 
Hannah,  36,  37 
Harry  S.,  355 
Hazel  L.,  236 
Herbert,  Capt.,  322 
Horace  G.,  Jr.,  223 
Horace  G.,  Sr.,  223 
Hubert  F.,  105 
J.  A.,  Dr.,  153 
James,  322 
James  F.,  38 
Jennie,  362 
John  A.,  27 
John  E.,  26 
Joseph  R.,  236 
Kathryn  A.,  236 
Laura,  153 
Lena,  355 
Lenore,  223 
Lillie  M.,  355 
Linnie  L.,  48 
Lorenzo  J.,  236 
Louise  L.,  105 
Mabel,  81 
Margaret  E.,  323 
Margaret  J.,  223 
Maria  L.  (M.  Louisa),  38 
Martin  L.,  Dr.,  36 
Mary,  236,  322 
Mary  G.,  446 
Michael,  236 

Noble  G.,  Rev.,  36,  37,  38 
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Preston  A.,  363 
Quinter,  162 
Rachel,  27 
Samuel,  36 
Samuel  (2),  36 
Samuel  G.,  48 
Samuel  W.,  46,  48 
Samuel  W.,  Rev.,  48 
Sarah  J.,  37,  38 
Wilma  F.,  48 
Millholland,  Alice  N.,  423 
Paul  D.,  423 
Milligan,  Carl  G.,  226 
Hazel  G.,  227 
John  D.,  227 
John  W.,  226 
Lida  A.,  226 
Mincin,  Albert,  458 
Alfred,  457 
Alfred  (2),  458 
Fiory,  458 
Maria,  458 

Minton,  Mathias,  Capt.,  369 
Sarah,  369 

Mitchell,  Arthur  W.,  207 
Frances  M.,  401 
George  W.,  207 
Harris  B.,  401 
Harry  W.,  Dr.,  401 
Helen,  207 
John  F.,  207 
Mary,  Dr.,  402 

Mitcheltree,  Foster  (Mrs.),  89 
Mohn,  Catherine,  222 
Cecelia  A.,  222,  223 
Daniel,  221 
Johannes  (John),  221 
John  G.,  221,  222,  223 
Ludwig,  221 
Margaret,  221 
Polly,  221 
William,  221 
Moltrup,  Abigail,  272 
Anna  M.,  272 
James  C.,  272 
James  F.  (Frank),  272 
James  T.  (J.  Thomas),  271,  272 
Thomas  B.,  272 
Mong,  Anna,  179 
Charles  L.,  179 
Cora,  179 
Leonard,  179 
Ruth  E.,  179 
Monks,  Cordelia,  262 
F.  C.,  Dr.,  419 
Mabel  A.,  419 
Martin,  262 

Montgomery,  Andrew  J.,  284 
Elizabeth,  283 
George,  284 
George  R.,  285 
Grace,  253 
Hugh,  253 
Martha  G.,  284 
Mary  L.,  285 
Matilda,  284 
Michael,  253 
Thomas  F.,  253 
Thomas  H.,  253 
Walter  C.  (2),  253 
Walter  C.,  Capt.,  252,  253 


William,  283 
William,  Hon.,  283 

Moore,  Charles  B.,  224 
Francis,  403 
Frank  F.,  Dr.,  402 
Frederick  E.,  Lieut.,  224 
George,  402 
H.  Theodore,  224 
Henry  R.,  224 
Howard  H.,  224 
James,  403 
Jean,  403 
Levina,  224 
Margaret,  402 
Maude,  224 
W.  Frank,  224 
William,  224 

William  H.  (W.  Harry),  Hon. 

223,  224 

Moorhead,  A.  T.,  101 
John  C.,  20 
Matilda,  20 

Morgan,  Charles  L.,  334 
Clara,  369 
Elizabeth,  368 
G.  D.,  Dr.,  104 
James,  368 
James  W.,  369 
Jessie,  104 
John  C.,  368 
Kate,  334 
Roland  M.,  334 
Ruth,  334 

Morris,  Anna  L.,  241 
Annas  E.,  240 
Catherine,  11,  12 
Clarence  O.,  11,  12 
Edward  E.,  12 
George  W.,  Capt.,  240 
Joseph  B.,  11,  12 
Joseph  B.,  Dr.,  240 
Joseph  T.,  240 
Julia  L.,  11 
Margaret,  12,  241 
Margaret  J.,  241 
Obed,  11 
Robert  M.,  240 
Thomas,  11 
Walter  E.,  240 

Morrison,  Caroline  S.,  321 
Daisy,  322 
Daniel,  320 
Emma,  472 
Ephraim,  472 
John  L.,  321 
Julia  A.,  320 
Levi,  320 
Nina  G.,  472 
Samuel  F.  W.,  472 

Morrow,  Caroline  M.,  290 
Mary,  289 
Robert  S.,  290 
S.  John,  Hon.,  289 
Samuel  J.,  289 
William  M.,  290 

Mose,  Merle,  367 
Mildred,  367 

Moser,  Catherine,  30 
Ella  B.,  31 
Fred  W.,  30 
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Jacob,  30 
Marvin  E.,  31 

Moses,  Charles  H.,  Dr.,  12,  13 
John,  12 
Susannah,  12 

Mo  wry,  Catherine  E.,  139 
Emma  E.,  138 
Helen  M.,  139 
O.  W.,  139 

Moyer,  Amos,  190 
George,  422 
Marie,  190 
Philip,  Lieut.,  422 

Mulhern,  B.  C.,  72 
Julia,  72 

Mullins,  Elizabeth  J.,  166,  167 
Lucy,  166 
Marjorie,  167 
William.  166 
William  J.,  166.  167 

Murphy,  James  J.,  32 
Rosanna,  32 

Murray,  Amelia,  370 
Bessie,  87 
Elizabeth,  87 
Hazard  A.,  86 
Jane,  87 
Jennie,  86 
John  H.,  Dr.,  370 
Louise,  370 
Mildred.  370 
Nora,  370 
Russell  H.,  370 
Thomas,  86 
Thomas  H.,  87 
Valicious,  370 
Virginia,  370 

Myers  (van  Mayer),  Abner,  65 
Amos,  65 
Christian,  65 
Hannah  M.,  65 
Johannes  (John),  65 
John,  Jr.,  65 
John  K.,  65 
John  M.,  65 
Margaret  (Mrs.),  171 
Mary,  65 
Mary  A.,  65 

Nagel,  Catherine,  109 
John,  109 

Nagorski  (von  Nagorski),  Fran¬ 
ces,  410 

Francis,  Jr.,  410 
Francis  T.,  410 
Hedwig,  410 
Hubert,  410 
John,  410 
Robert,  410 

Neast,  Anna,  467 
Charles,  466 
Frank  C.,  467 
George,  467 
John,  466 

Nelsen,  John  A.,  92 
Nancy  L.,  92 
Theresa,  92 
Wallace  E.,  92 
Wava  F.,  92 

Neudorfer,  A.  J.,  436 
Izora,  436 
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Nevling,  Bertha  A.,  124 
Greenbury  B.,  124 
J.  Boynton,  124 
Jacob,  124 
John  A.,  124 
Sarah  A.,  124 
Newell,  Dorothy  B.,  392 
J.  T.  P.,  392 
John  T.,  392 
Vinnie  M.,  392 
Viola  H.,  392 
Newman,  E.  T.,  207 
Jerome,  207 
Philip,  207 

Newmeyer,  Bess,  254 
Betty  C.,  254 
Billie  J.,  254 
Elizabeth,  254 
Jakie  J.,  254 
William,  254 
William  H.,  254 
Nicholas,  Eliza,  386 
Joseph,  386 
Peter,  386 
Nick,  Anna,  357 
Edwin  W.,  357 
Fred,  357 
Mildred  C.,  358 
Robert  E.,  358 
Shirley,  358 
Nickel,  Edith,  81 
William,  81 
Nissel,  Dora,  179 
George,  179 
Nix,  Laura,  71 
Nancy,  70 
Richard  L.,  71 
Robert  D.,  71 
Uel  E.,  70 
William  H.,  Dr.,  70 
William  H.,  Jr.,  71 
Norris,  Eleanor  (Mrs.  Louis  R.), 
20 

North,  Grace  G.,  3 
Ida  L.,  3 
Joseph  C.,  3 
Ruth  L.,  4 
Thomas,  3 
Thomas  C.,  3 
Thomas  W.,  4 

Northrop,  Lucy  D.  (Mrs.  Cecil 

P-),  164  . 

Norton,  David  W.,  279 
Helen  M.,  279 
Lydia,  279 
Warren  M.,  279 
Warren  P.,  279 
Nupp,  Edward,  326 
Edward  J.,  327 
Emma,  326 
Ida  M.,  327 
Otto  J.,  326,  327 
Nyswaner,  Abbie,  250 
Frank  E.,  250 
Geraldine,  251 
Grace  E.,  251 
Isaac,  250 
Thelma,  251 

O’Dell,  Alda,  11 
E.  V.,  11 
Homer,  11 
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Jay  V.,  11 
Margaret,  11 
Maxine  B.,  11 
O’Hern,  Mary,  330 
Maurice,  330 
T.  Maurice,  Rev.,  330 
O’Neil,  Edward,  171 
Margaret,  17 1 

Oakes,  James  B.,  215 
John  W.,  215 
Mary,  216 
Rachel,  215 
William,  216 
Oberkirch,  Frank,  441 
Oglevee,  Matilda,  426 
Philip  G.,  426 
Olmsted,  Fannie  L.,  221 
Herbert  C.,  450 
Martha,  450 
Samuel  A.,  221 
Orrill,  Anne,  140 
George,  140 
Raymond,  140 
Orth,  Elsie,  20 
Frank  L.,  20 
Jacob,  20 
Lucy,  20 

Orvis,  Caroline  E.,  318 
Ellis  L.,  Hon.,  318 
John  H.,  Judge,  318 
Mary  L.,  318 
Osborn,  A.  W.,  3 
Frances,  329 
Frances  E.,  329 
Harriet,  329 
Jacob  R.,  329 
Jeanne  R.,  329 
William,  329 
Owens,  Frederick,  349 
John  W.,  349 

Margaret,  349  0 

Thomas  A.,  348,  349 
Thomas  A.,  Jr.,  349 
Winifred,  349 

Owlett,  Sue  E.  (Mrs.),  183 

Page,  Abigail,  108 
Abraham  K.,  107,  108 
Benjamin,  238 
Benjamin  (2),  238 
Benjamin,  Jr.,  239 
Benjamin  F.,  107,  108 
Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  108 
*Carrie  M.,  108 
Ellen  S.,  238 
Mary,  239 
Ora,  108 
Paul  A.,  108 
Painter,  Evaline,  141 
Thomas  W.,  141 

Panner,  Sarah  (Mrs.  O.  W.),  84 
Parent,  Frank,  361 
J.  Ben,  361 
Jeannette,  361 
Mary  E.,  362 
Parke,  Alice,  247 
Alice  E.,  247 
Gilbert  G.,  247 
Gilbert  H.,  247 
Newcomb  G.,  246,  247 
Sarah  J.,  247 


Parker,  Ida,  226 
W.  F.,  226 

Parkinson,  Caroline,  244 
Chauncey  W.,  244 
Helen,  245 
Inez,  245 
John  L.,  244 
Thomas  H.,  245 
Parks,  Clarence  C.,  Dr.,  57 
Jacob  H.,  57 
Jane  L.,  57 
Mary  K.,  57 
Richard  H.,  57 
Robert,  57 
Zoe,  57 

Parnell,  Dorothy  M.,  11 
Gilbert  S.,  10 
Gilbert  S.,  Jr.,  11 
Joseph  E.,  10 
Joseph  E.  (2),  11 
Vindetta  S.,  10 
Parshall,  Amelia,  136 
Edward  R.,  136 
Henry  B.,  136 
Lawrence,  136 
William  B.,  136 
William  W.,  136 
Parsons,  J.  Clarence,  437 
Margaret  J.,  438 
Minnie  O.,  440 
Robert  T.,  440 
William  H.,  438 
Pasqualicchio,  Josephine,  372 
Leonard  H.,  372 
Leonard  H.,  Jr.,  373 
Louise,  373 
Lucile,  373 
Pasquale,  372 
Richard,  373 
Robert,  373 

Paterson,  Alexander,  373 
Alexandria  C.,  374 
Flora  M.,  373 
Mary,  373 

Robert  B.  (R.  Bruce),  373,  374 
William  L.,  374 
Patrick,  Dallas,  29 
Sarah,  29 

Patterson,  Anna,  244 
David  S.,  235 
Dora,  250 
Edward  R.,  250 
Elmira,  234 

Frederick  W.,  Hon.,  234 
Hope  K.,  261 
J.  Enlow,  Dr.,  244 
Jesse  E.,  250 
Joaquain,  250 
John,  235 
John  M.,  244 
John  W.,  Col.,  234 
Mary,  235 
Mattie,  250 
Nathaniel,  234 
Nathaniel  (2),  234 
Nettie  (Mrs.  I.  P.),  342 
Patricia,  250 
Robert  D.,  261 
Voilet,  244 

Patton,  Jessie  (Mrs.),  401 
Pauli,  Matilda  H.  (Mrs.),  237 
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Payne,  Alice  M.,  424 
Calvin  N.,  351 
Cora  B.,  423 
Francis  H.,  351 
Ichabod  N.,  423 
Jack  M.,  424 
John  G.,  423,  424 
Martha,  351 
Thomas  E.,  424 
Peabody,  John  D.,  250 
Mary  C.,  250 
Pearson,  Ann,  429 
Benjamin,  429 
Bevan,  430 
Charles,  89 
Ellen,  430 
Esther,  89 
John,  429 

John  J.,  Judge,  430 
Mary  H.,  429,  430 
Thomas,  429 
William,  430 
Pebly,  Esther  H.,  29 
Harry  E.,  28 
Harry  E.,  Jr.,  29 
Henry  W.,  28 
John,  28 
Robert  R.,  29 
Sarah  A.,  28 
Peecook,  Catherine,  396 
George  K.,  397 
John,  396 
Lambert,  397 
Mary  M.,  397 
Mont,  397 
William,  396 
William  (2),  397 
Pendleton,  Charlotte,  286 
Philip  H.,  286 
Penn,  Clarence  E.,  471 
Clarence  E.,  Jr.,  471 
Emmeline,  471 
George  H.,  472 
Hamilton,  471 
Josephine,  471 
William,  471 
Penske,  Amelia,  278 
August,  277 
Carl  A.,  Ens.,  278 
Eleanora,  277 
Julius,  278 
Julius  H.,  277 
Perkins,  Alfred  N.,  41 1 
Frederick  C.,  41 1 
Grace,  41 1 
Laura  P.,  41 1 
Simon,  41 1 
Simon,  Sr.,  41 1 
Perry,  David  E.  S.,  Rev.,  82 
Eugenia  C.,  83 
Lytle  F.,  82,  83 
Maud,  82 

Peterman,  Emma  J.,  34 
James  E.,  Dr.,  33,  34 
James  H.,  Dr.,  33 
Peterson,  Estelle,  172 
William  E.,  172 
Petry,  Anna  M.,  191 
Jacob,  191 
Petticord,  John,  293 
Sarah,  293 


Pfister,  Edward,  215 
Florence  M.,  215 
Phillips,  Ananias,  115 
Anita,  116 
Arthur  G.,  1 1 5,  116 
Charles  E.,  268 
David  P.,  268 
Dora,  1 1 6 
Frances  C.,  268 
Hilda  M„  268 
Julia,  1 15 
Margaret  A.,  268 
Woodley  G.,  116 
Picken,  Sarah,  316 
William  R.,  Rev.,  316 
Pifer,  David  A.,  469 
Elizabeth,  27 
Helen,  469 
Jonas,  27 
Maurice,  469 
Raymond  E.,  469 
Reuben  E.,  469 
Viola,  469 
Pistner,  Adam,  64 
Andrew  A.,  64 
John  K.,  64 
Mary,  64 
Mary  E.,  64 
Pitts,  John  F.,  278 
Louisa  C.,  278 
William  O.,  278 
Plyler,  Edward,  113,  114 
Margaret,  113,  114 
Pollock,  Sarah,  101 
Thomas,  101 

Porter,  Augusta  M.,  260 
Elizabeth  D.,  259 
James  A.,  259 
John  L.,  259 

Postlethwaite,  Charles,  270 
Emma,  270 

Potter,  James  H.,  Rev.,  225 
John  E.,  225 
Millie  G.,  225 
Sybil  A.,  225 
William  E.,  225 
Powers,  John  S.,  461 
Rebecca,  461 
S.  W.,  461 

Preece,  Rebecca,  457 
William  R.,  457 
Price.  Eli  K.,  201 
J.  Sergeant.  200,  201 
Sallie  A.,  200,  201 
Puderbaugh,  David  C.,  217 
Eliza  J.,  217 
Mary  J.,  217 
Robert  J.,  217 
Robert  J.  (2),  217 

Quinby,  Samuel,  90 

Radebach,  Christine,  420,  421 
Gwen  L.,  421 
John  E.,  420 
John  E.  (2),  421 
John  H.,  420 
Mary  I.,  421 
Orie  O.,  420 

Ralston,  Margaret  L.  (Mrs. 

George  L.),  63 
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Ramsay,  Abram,  46 
Harriet,  46 
William  B.,  46,  47 
William  P.,  46 
Randall,  Jane,  360 
W.  S.,  Rev.,  360 
Rankin,  Adelaide,  375 
Elsie  M.,  375 
Jennie  M.,  280 
Joseph  A.,  375 
Martha,  280 
Mary  B.,  281 
Mary  E.,  375 
Mary  M.,  375 
Riddile  S.,  280 
Samuel,  280 
Walter,  375 
William,  280 
William,  Sr.,  280 
William  B.,  375 
William  C.,  281 
Ranson,  M.  Louise,  46 
Ray,  Elsie  J.,  276 
Henrietta,  276 
Jane  C.,  276 
Joseph  W.,  Hon.,  276 
Joseph  W.,  Jr.,  276 
Read,  Adam,  Capt.,  430 
Mary,  430 
Rector,  J.  M.,  35 
Olive,  35 
Reed,  Adele,  382 
Bonnie  F.,  221 
Candace  E.,  135,  290 
David  A.,  Hon.,  380,  381 
David  A.,  Jr.,  382 
Eliza,  381 

Elizabeth  C.,  135,  290 
George,  134,  290 
Isabella,  276 
James  H.,  Judge,  381 
Jane  M.,  152,  174 
John  B.,  Rev.,  Dr.,  276 
John  E.,  134,  135,  290 
John  G.,  134,  135,  290 
John  W.,  152 
Joseph,  134,  290 
Joseph,  Capt.,  134,  290 
Joseph  A.,  Dr.,  381 
Kate,  381 

Madeleine  (Mrs.),  404 
Nannie  B.,  15 1 
Paul  S.,  Lieut.,  221 
Robert  C.,  135,  290 
Rosamond,  382 
Samuel  R.,  152 
Samuel  W.,  1 5 1 
William  K.,  151,  174 
Reeves,  Daniel,  84 
Hal  lie,  84 

James  A.  W.,  Dr.,  191,  193 

James  J.,  84 

Joseph,  84 

Joseph  (2),  84 

Patrick  J.,  191 

Sarah,  84 

Reiber,  Aaron  E.,  Hon.,  132 
Florence,  132 
Martin,  132 
Martin  A.,  132 
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Mary,  132 
Mary  E.,  132 
Reisgen,  Anna  R.,  52 
Carol  J.,  52 
Dorothy,  52 
Ferdinand,  52 
Herbert  E.,  52 
Patricia  A.,  52 
Reiter,  Magdalena,  258 
Matthias,  258 
Renick,  Caroline,  129 
Charles  E.,  128,  129 
Herbert  E.,  129 
Robert  M.,  129 
Sarah  E.,  129 
William  B.,  129 
William  F.,  129 
Rentz,  Belle,  41 
Fred  L.,  40 
Jacob  F.,  41 
John  V.,  40 
Katherine,  40,  41 
Reynolds,  Harriett  H.,  23 
Louise,  325 
Mary  325 
Phillip  D.,  325 
Ross,  23 
Samuel  H.,  325 
William  F.,  Col.,  325 
William  F.,  Jr.,  325 
Rhoads,  E.  Gladys,  23 
Elizabeth,  23 
Harry  P.,  23 
John  R.,  23 
John  W.,  23 
Lydia  A.,  23 
Rial,  Ada,  146 
Albert  W.,  113 
David,  1 12 
Evelyn,  113 
Isaac,  1 12 
James,  146 
John,  1 12 
John  (2),  1 12 
John  (3),  11 3 
Lizzie  M.,  112 
Richard  C,  113 
William  S.,  112 
William  S.,  Jr.,  113 
Richards,  Anna  M.,  45 
Barton  E.,  154,  155 
Belle,  45 

Elizabeth  A.,  155 
John,  44 
John  D.,  45 
John  J.,  44 
John  R.,  44,  45 
Mary,  44 
Robert  M.,  45 
Sarah  A.,  155 
Thomas,  155 
Thomas  J.,  45 
Richardson,  Elizabeth,  168 
Ella  M.,  169 
Eugene,  169 
Fred,  169 
George  B.,  168 
John  H.,  168 
Joseph  A.,  456 
Leo,  169 
Sarah  H.,  456 
Richey,  Amy  S.,  443 
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De  Wayne  G.,  Dr.,  443 
Hannah,  442 
Helen  M.,  443 
John  C.,  442 
Joseph  B.,  Dr.,  442 
Joseph  W.,  443 
Riemer,  Agnes,  95 
Grier,  95 

Guido  C.  L.,  Dr.,  95 
Hugo,  95 
Karl,  95 
Karl  (2),  95 
Mary  G.,  95 
Riley,  C.  W.,  431 
Frances,  431 
Rimer,  Bertha  C.,  106 
David  A.,  106 
Edward  M.,  106 
Harrison  C.,  106 
Harry  M.,  106 
Mary  G.,  106 
Rinard,  Mabel  (Mrs.),  183 
Ritter,  James  S,,  308 
Martha,  308 
Mildred,  309 
Ralph  R.,  308 
Ralph  W.,  309 
Roads,  George  M.,  444 
George  M.  (2),  Capt,  444 
Jacob  O.,  444 
Mary,  444 
Maud  E.,  444 
Prall  B.,  444 
Roberts,  Alice,  169 
Carlton  A.,  379 
Clarence,  379 
Dora,  379 
Doris,  380 
Harold,  380 
Harold  S.,  147 
Helen  R.,  21 
Hester  L.,  169 
Jane,  21 
Jessie  F.,  146 
John,  169 
John  F.,  146 
Joseph  L.,  21 
Joseph  L.  (2),  21 
Mary  A.,  147 
Mary  H.,  146 
Mildred,  380 
Rolland  B.,  169 
Roy  L.,  169 

Sherman  R.  (Russell),  169 
William,  146 
William  T.,  147 
Robinson,  Blanche,  42 
Catherine,  61 
Daniel  S.,  291 
Dorothy  G.,  61 
Elizabeth,  8 
Emma,  264 
Fannie,  61 
Harold  L.,  291 
Helen  M.,  61 
James  W.,  42 
Joseph,  8 
Joseph  A.,  Dr.,  61 
Joseph  H .,  61 
Laverna,  291 
Pauline  G.,  291 
Samuel  S.,  264 


Rock,  Katharine  H.,  25 
Roe,  Alice,  454 
William,  454 
Rogers,  Alfred  H.,  214 
Anna  M.,  327 
Caroline,  215 
Charles  A.,  214 
Ellen,  214 
Forrest  G.,  327 
Forrest  G.,  Jr.,  327 
Francis  I.,  215 
Horace  G.,  327 
June  E.,  327 
Mabel  E.,  327 
Russell  J.,  215 
Ross,  Abner,  431 
Benjamin  F.,  431 
Catherine  M.,  173 
Irene,  431 
Jesse  L.,  152,  173 
John  H.,  174 
Margaret,  431 
Margaret  J.,  431 
Mary,  174 
Mary  C,  152 
Timothy  W.,  Dr.,  173 
Roth,  T.  B.,  Dr.,  29 
Round,  Benjamin,  142 
Edith  M.,  142 
Louis  B.,  142 
Lucy  H.,  142 
Mettie  A.,  142 
Royer,  Charles  E.,  373 
Charles  E.  (2),  373 
Joanna  A.,  373 
Marian  P.,  373 
Mary  J.,  373 

Rubin,  Edna  (Mrs.  Joseph),  366 
Rubner,  August,  243 
Clara,  243 
Julia,  243 
Randolph  E.,  243 
Richard,  243 
Ruth  C,  243 
Ruddock,  Dorothy,  226, 

Ida  D.,  226 
Jane,  226 
William  M.,  226 
William  M.  (2),  226 
William  P.,  226 
Rugaber,  Charles  F.,  418 
J.  F.,  418 
Jessie,  418 
Julia,  418 
Ralph  C.,  418 
Sophia,  418 
Rugg,  Charles,  49 
Eliza,  49 

Ruple,  Baltas,  406 
Dinah,  406 
James,  Col.,  406 
Ryan,  Anna  M.,  370 
Bridget,  370 
Michael  A.,  Rev.,  370 
Thomas  C.,  370 

St.  Clair,  Charles  M.,  Dr.,  27 
Emma  E.,  27 
Frederick  W.,  Dr.,  27 
Frederick  W.,  Jr.,  27 
Louise,  27 
Margaret  L.,  27 
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Sarah,  27 
Sarah  G.,  27 

Sackett,  Myron  W.,  288 
Sarah,  288 
Sadler,  Anna,  280 
J.  Garret,  280 
Sample,  Charles  F.,  340 
George,  340 
Richard,  340 
Robert,  340 
Rollo  J.,  Dr.,  340 
Sadie,  340 
Severna,  340 
Samuel,  Eben,  349 
Emma,  349 

Sansom,  Charles  L.,  101 
James  B.,  101,  334 
Mary  M.  M.,  101 
Sarah,  101,  334 
William  L.,  100,  101 
Sargeant,  James,  Dr.,  148 
Priscilla,  148 
Sarginger,  Helen,  96 
Robert,  96 
Sayers,  Jane,  253 
Thomas  W.,  253 
Schaeffer,  Sarah,  50 
Simon,  50 

Schafer,  Ada  M.,  299 
Carrie,  299 
Ferdinand,  298 
Katherine,  298 
William  C.,  298 
Schaffner,  Alfred,  465 
Carrie,  465 
Henry,  465 
Henry  G.,  4 66 
Jacob,  465,  466 
Matilda,  466 
Milton,  465 
Morris,  464,  465 
Regina,  465 
Sarah,  466 
Scheeren,  Anna,  52 
Tillman,  52 

Schenck,  Margaret  M.,  345 
Phillip,  345 
Schilling,  Daisie,  452 
Emmaline,  452 
George  E.,  452 
Howard,  452 
Joseph,  452 
Josephine,  452 
Schnur,  John  N.,  150 
Wilhelmina,  150 
Scholes,  Catherine,  358 
Parker,  358 

Schorer,  Herman,  Rev.,  82 
Schrock,  Edith,  432 
Elizabeth,  431 
Jacob  B.,  431 
^  John  M.,  431 

Schuler,  Grace  L.  (Mrs.  Fred 

A.),  254 

Schuyler,  David,  189 
David  (Pieterse),  188 
Peter,  189 
Pieter,  189 

Schwalm,  John,  Sr.,  456 
Schweppe,  Elizabeth  H.,  263 


Emily,  263 
Harry  L.,  262,  263 
Henry,  263 
Scott,  Albert  H.,  57 
Catherine,  312 
Edith,  56 
George,  312 
George  (2),  312 
Harry  B.,  312 
Helen  L.,  140 
Hiram  C.,  Dr.,  139 
Ida,  312 
J.  Paul,  244 
James,  243 
James  M.,  139 
James  N.,  243 
James  P.,  312 
John  A.,  56 
John  Y.,  57 
Laura,  312 
Lizzie,  244 
Louise  G.,  140 
Margaret,  139 
Margaret  J.,  140 
Mary,  243 
Ralph  B.,  244 
Sarah  A.,  56 
Thomas  J.,  56 
Scull,  Caroline,  289 
George  R.,  289 
John  I.,  288,  289 
Scully,  Mary  E.,  463 
Rees  T.,  463 
Seaburn,  Ina  B.,  23 
John,  23 

Seaman,  James  A.,  170 
John  W.,  170 
Louise,  170 
Mary,  171 
Seaton,  Arthur,  89 
Harvey  E.,  89 
Hattie  J.,  89 
Marion  E.,  89 
Paul  E.,  Dr.,  89 
William  M.,  89 
Sebastian,  Emma  M.,  168 
John,  168 
John  (2),  168 
Mary,  168 

Sedwick,  Andy  J.,  Dr.,  5,  6 
George,  5,  6 
George  W.,  6 
J.  Dwight,  5 
Jesse  D.,  Dr.,  5,  6 
Laura  I.,  6 
Levina  J.,  5,  6 
Nellie  R.,  5 
Ruth  J.,  6 
Sidney  G.,  6 
Wallace  J.,  5 
Seton,  Elizabeth,  192 
Seton  Hill  College,  192 
Shafer,  Rachael,  36 
William  H.,  36 
Shaffer,  George  W.,  32 
Henry,  32 
Marie  J.,  32 
Nancy  B.,  32 
Shanard,  J.  Clara,  369 
T.  J.,  369 
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Shannon,  Delilah  L.,  328 
J.  H.,  Dr.,  328 

Sharon  Free  Public  Library,  42 
Sharon  “Herald”  (The),  46 
Shaulis,  John  A.,  406 
Shaver,  Henry,  227 
Mary  B.,  227 
Shaw,  Catherine  W.,  463 
Edna  H.,  369 
Elsie  A.,  306 
George  C.,  305 
George  E.,  463 
John  C.,  Dr.,  306 
Margaret  A.,  306 
Mary  E.,  463 
Robert  M.,  305 
Sarah  M.,  305 
Thomas  E.,  463 
Thomas  W.,  463 
W.  A.  369 

Walter  C.,  Dr.,  305,  306 
Sheadle,  Jacob,  336 
Mary,  336 

Sheafer,  John  T.,  390 
Mary,  390 
Shearer,  Alice  N.f  1 
J.  Harry,  1 
Jacob  J.,  1 
Lurline  E.,  1 
Shenk,  Amelia,  350 
Charles  E.,  350 
Dorothy,  351 
Edgar  R.,  350 
H.  H.,  351 
Henry,  350 
Jessie  G.,  351 
Robert  H.,  351 
Wilbur  J.,  350 
William  E.,  351 
Shenkel,  Edgar  H.,  385 
Edna  M.,  385 
Elizabeth  C.,  385 
James  D.,  385 
John  H.,  Jr.,  385 
John  H.,  Maj.,  384 
John  J.,  384 
Sherk,  Audrey,  340 
Ellen  E.,  340 
Harold  C.,  340 
Jane,  340 
Theresa,  340 
Sherrer,  Jane,  165 
John,  165 

Shields,  Edith  L.,  117 
Nancy,  117 
S.  Van  Shields,  117 
William,  117 
William  D.,  117 
Shivery,  Andrew  J.,  469 
Andrew  K.,  470 
Bessie,  470 
George  B.,  Dr.,  469 
George  B.,  Jr.,  470 
Harry,  469 
Jane,  469 

Shontz,  Elizabeth,  87 
Moses,  87 

Shortlidge,  William,  324 
Shotts,  May,  158 
William  E.,  158 
Shubert,  Frank  M.,  25 
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Sickenberger,  Edith  A.,  18 
Ida,  18 
Ida  E.,  18 
Job  N.,  18 
Samuel,  18 
Samuel,  Jr.,  18 
Sigourney,  Augusta  H.,  250 
David  R.,  250 
Simons,  Florence,  441 
George,  441 
George  C.,  440 
James,  441 
Perry,  440 

Simpson,  Elizabeth,  416 
James,  416 
Jennie  M.,  417 
John  T.,  24,  416 
Joseph  S.,  416 
Margaret,  418 
Rachel,  70 
Robert,  70 

Roland  B.,  24,  415,  417 
Sims,  Naomi,  270 
William,  270 

Sipe,  Chester  H.  (C.  Hale),  133 
Cleo  V.,  134 
Hiram  H.,  133 
Mary,  133 

Slater,  Appolonia,  452 
Charles  F.,  453 
Edward  T.,  453 
John,  452 
Michael  P.,  453 
Regina  T.,  453 
Theodore,  452 

Slaugenhoupt,  Annie  M.,  254 
Jacob  A.,  254 
Slep,  Anna  C.,  182 
Daniel  N.,  181,  182 
Elda  P.,  182 
Eugene  G.,  182 
Harry,  181 
James  G.,  182 
Louis,  181 
Philip  P.,  182 
Slilzinger,  Pauline  H.,  324 
W.  D.,  324 
Slutzker,  Archie,  180 
Eleanor,  180 
Small,  Clarence  T.,  272 
Maude,  272 

Smeigh,  Charles  E.,  442 
Violet  S.,  442 
Smith,  Allison  O.,  312 
Almira,  375,  421 
Ann,  319 
Audrey  L.,  86 
Byron  E.,  85,  86 
Carrie  V.,  86 
Curtis  B.  M.,  448 
Derr  B.,  86 
Edward  G.,  240 
Edwin  W.,  448 
Elizabeth,  132 
Enoch,  Rev.,  132 
Francis  G.,  Jr.,  97 
Francis  G.  (F.  Gurney),  Sr.,  96, 
97 

Frank  W.,  448 
G.  Katrine,  86 
George  H.,  273 
Hannah  J.,  448 


Helen,  376 
Helen  I.,  376 
Jacob,  273,  431 
James,  394 
James,  Dr.,  97 

John  H.  (J.  Hammond),  .  Prof., 
375 

John  L.,  273 
John  S.,  240 
John  W.,  375 
Lillian  I.,  376 

Loraine  (Mrs.  Warren),  254 
Ludwig,  273 
Mabel,  274 
Malissa,  82 
Margaret,  312,  431 
Mary,  394 
Mary  A.,  394,  395 
Nathan  R.,  97 
Nina  G.,  274 
O.  P.  M.,  319 
Phebe  H.,  240 
Pierre  L.,  240 
Ralph  T.,  Capt.,  319 
Rose,  97 
Russell  K.,  273 
Samuel,  85 
Samuel  K.,  82 
Sarah,  85 
Sidney  S.,  240 
Susan,  97,  273 
Susanna,  240 
Sylvester  C.,  120 
Thalia  E.,  120 
W.  Wallace,  312,  313 
William,  421 
William  A.,  394,  395 
William  O.,  Hon.,  239,  240 
Snook,  Nancy,  282 
Wilson  H.,  Judge,  282 
Snyder,  Charles  M.,  261 
Daniel,  261 
E.  A.,  180 
Gerald  M.,  262 
Luella  B.,  262 
Mary  C.,  180 
Polly,  261 
Sarah  P.,  262 
Sohn,  Barbara,  229 
Beatrice,  229 
Henry,  229 
Marilyn,  229 
Morgan  H.,  229 
Rosa,  229 
Valentine,  229 
Solomon,  Max,  233 
Sones,  Amanda  R.,  302 
C.  L.,  Rev.,  302 
Jean  E.,  303 
Mary  A.,  303 
W.  W.  D.,  Dr.,  302 
W.  W.  D.,  Dr.,  Jr.,  303 
Sorenson,  Christian,  323 
Dewey,  323 
Dewey,  Jr.,  323 
Isabelle  J.,  323 
Jensine,  323 
Vera  E.,  323 
Spaulding,  Mabel  L.,  361 
Milton,  361 

Sprague,  Frank  D.,  316 


Mary  L.,  316 
Stella  H.,  316 
Sprowls,  Albert  S.,  397 
Katherine,  397 
Katherine  J.,  397 
Mary,  397 
Mary  V.,  397 
Simeon,  397 
Stackpole,  Adalaide,  66 
E.  H.  H.,  66 
Hall,  66 
Harrison,  66 
Harry  C.,  65,  66 
Lyle,  66 
Margaret,  66 
Stage,  Isaac,  223 
Margaret,  223 
Stambaugh,  Elizabeth,  435 
Harry  F.,  435 
Henry  C.,  435 
Joan  E.  C.,  435 
Mary,  435 
Samuel  P.,  435 
Stauft,  Daniel  B.,  279 
Robert  B.,  279 
Susan  M.,  279 
Stebbins,  Charles  A.,  no 
Eugenia,  no 
Florence,  no 
Frederick  A.,  no 
Louise,  no 
Rebecca,  no 
Steel,  Emma,  279 
Harry  V.,  279 
Steele,  Cora,  131 
George  T.,  13 1 
Steiner,  J.  F.,  106 
Stephens,  John  H.,  349 
John  H.,  Jr.,  349 
John  W.,  184 
Lavina,  184 
Mary  A.  F.,  349 
Sarah  A.,  349 
Susan  T.,  349 
William  S.,  349 
William  S.  (2),  349 
Sternberg,  Abraham,  428 
Abraham  (2),  429 
Annie  M.,  428 
Edward,  429 
Jerome  L.,  428,  429 
Jerome  L.,  Jr.,  429 
Jessie  M.,  429 
Sternbergh,  Adam,  186 
Adam,  Jr.,  186 
Harriet,  186,  188 
James  H.,  186,  188 
Margaret,  186,  190 
Mary  C.,  186 
William,  186,  190 
Steuer,  Carl,  470,  471 
Elizabeth,  471 
Frederick,  470 
Stevenson,  Edgar  T.,  331 
Emma,  119 
Feme  F.,  331 
Harriet,  331 
Hugh  K.,  119 
Hugh  M.,  Rev.,  119 
James  B.,  331 
John  M.,  119 
Laurence  B.,  119 
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Louis,  1 19 
Louis  A.,  1 19 
Mary,  119 
Michael,  119 
William,  331 
William  D.  V.,  331 
Stewart,  Alexander  H.,  Dr.,  32 
Alexander  H.,  Jr.,  33 
Alexander  M.,  414 
Clara,  307 
David,  239 
David  H.,  239 
Dessie  K.,  252 
Elizabeth,  413 
Ernest,  414 
Ezra  D.  G.,  251 
G.  Albert,  306,  307 
Gretchen,  307 
J.  Ashley,  307 
J.  Harvey,  32 
James  M.,  413 
James  M.  (2),  414 
Jane,  239 
Jane  E.,  33 
Jeannette,  239 
John  H.,  33 
John  K.,  413 
John  L.,  163 
Lana  M.,  251 
Margaret,  390 
Margaretta  M.,  164 
Marian,  414 
Mary,  239 
Mary  A.,  239 
Mary  J.,  163 
Mary  K.,  32 
Maude  V.,  33 
Nora,  307 
Paul  R.,  Dr.,  251 
Richard  A.,  307 
Ruth  H.,  252 
Sidney  A.,  390 
Walter  A.,  252 
William  G.,  163 
Stillman,  Cora,  301 
William  J.,  301 
Stitt,  Charles  C.,  94 
Ella,  95 
Howard,  95 
John,  94 
Nancy,  94 
Stone,  Andrew,  395 
Andrew  (2),  395 
Daniel,  395 
Edward  E.,  395 
Ellen,  389 
George  R.,  395 
Ida  M.,  390 
Martha,  395 
Stephen,  Jr.,  390 
Stephen,  Judge,  389 
Susanna,  395 

William  (“Col.”),  394,  395 
William  A.,  389 
Storer,  Catherine  A.,  342 
Frank,  342 
Thomas,  342 
Thomas  (2),  342 
Thomas  R.,  Dr.,  342 
William,  342 

Straub,  Gerard  B.,  257,  258 
Peter,  258 


Philomena,  258 
Phyllis,  258 
Sabina,  258 

Straw,  Charlotte  L.,  242 
D.,  242 

Strawn,  Beverly  J.,  271 
Emma  E.,  271 
Joseph  H.,  271 
Marion  N.,  271 
Martin  E.,  271 
Martin  E.,  Jr.,  271 
Strickler,  Abigail,  160 
Albert  W.,  Dr.,  160 
Henry,  160 
Jacob,  Jr.,  160 
James  P.,  Dr.,  160 
John  N.,  160 
Mary  E.,  160 
Strong,  Frederick  J.,  266 
Mary  S.,  266 
Nathan  L.,  Hon.,  266 
Roxie,  2 66 

Strope,  Daniel  P.,  285 
Olive  L.,  285 
Stucki,  Barbara,  183 
Peter  P.,  183 

Studebaker,  Margaret,  156 
William  M„  156 
Stull,  Benjamin  F.,  402 
Harold  W.,  402 
Howard  W.,  402 
Mary  J.,  402 
Rebecca  J.,  402 
Sarah  F.,  402 
Sturgis,  Dean  D.,  274,  275 
Maud,  275 
William  J.,  275 
Sullivan,  Daniel  R.,  Rev.,  Dr 
Supplee,  Aida,  331 
Jesse,  331 
Rebecca,  331 
^  William  H.,  331 
Sutherland,  Nancy,  82 
^  William,  82 
Sutter,  Martha,  335 
Martin,  335 

Sutton,  Barbara  E.,  58 
Florence,  58 
James  M.,  58 
Jeremiah,  258 
John  B.,  58 
John  H.,  258 
Maria  M.,  258,  259 
Martha,  58 
Nancy  L.,  58 
Platt,  258 
Platt,  Jr.,  258 
Swart,  Asena,  400 
David  H.,  400 
Ernest  V.,  400 
James  W.,  400 
Jonathan  W.,  400 
Leroy  S.,  400 
Nannie  C.,  400 
Swetland,  Hannah,  437 
May,  437 
Milford  R.,  437 
Walter  K.,  436,  437 
Walter  R.,  437 
Winifred  H.,  437 
Swick,  Daniel  W.,  228 
Esther  L.,  229 


J.  Howard  (2),  229 
J.  Howard,  Dr.,  228 
Mary  A.,  228 

Taylor,  Alice,  268 
Alice  E.,  221 
Benson  E.,  220 
Eleanor,  220 
Elizabeth,  144 
Emma  R.,  221 
George  W.,  220 
James  G.,  144 
Jeffery  W.,  143 
John  A.,  268 
Margaret,  143 
Mary  L.,  144 
Thomas  G.,  143 
Vernon  F.,  221 
Temple,  Edward  L.,  462 
Henry  M.,  462 
Henry  W.,  462 
John  B.,  462 
John  P.,  462 
Lucy,  462 
Martha,  462 
William  J.,  462 
Thacker,  Ben  C.,  34 
Brown  K.,  34 
Harry,  34 
Harry  B.,  34 
Hattie,  34 
Juliet  Q.,  34 
Thomas,  Amos  M.,  51 
Charlotte,  32 
Clara,  51,  52 
Clarinda  I.,  51 
Elizabeth,  71 
191  H.  Wallace,  31 
Israel,  31,  51 
John,  51,  395 
John  C.,  50,  51,  52 
Lucinda,  395 
Mary,  31 
Myrtle,  32 
Rachel,  71 
William  D.,  71 
William  M.,  71 
Thompson,  Alice  G.,  470 
Alonzo  J.,  Capt.,  79,  80 
Amelia,  180 
Andrew  C.,  31 1 
Anna  R.,  470 
Anne  E.,  80,  137 
Arthur  T.,  Jr.,  no 
Arthur  T.,  Sr.,  no 
Bertha,  31 1 
Bertha  D.,  311 
Bessie,  67 
Clara  E.,  80 
Daisy,  472 
David  J.,  470 
Edward  J.,  311 
Edwin,  67 
Edwin  S.,  67 
Elias  G.,  80 
Florence  K.,  137 
Frances  M.,  470 
Harriet,  311 
J.  Howard,  67 
J.  Ross,  Col.,  20 
Jacob,  441 
James,  20 
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James  F.,  470 
James  H.,  67 
James  M.,  470 
John  R.,  180 
Joseph,  Rev.,  441 
Joseph  H.,  Col.,  441 
Joseph  M.,  442 
Joseph  S.,  442 
Josephine,  20 
Lucia,  80 
Mary,  67 
Mary  J.,  no 
Mary  M.,  441 
Millie,  21 
Patricia  J.,  137 
R.  William,  472 
Rufus,  472 
Sarah,  472 
Susie,  472 
Thomas,  79 
Violette  E.,  442 
Walter  R.,  470 
Walter  R.,  Jr.,  470 
William  D.,  137 
William  R.,  137 
Throm,  Henry  S.  (H.  Seidel), 
Sara  E.,  434 
Tibbals,  Etta,  472 
Samuel  B.,  472 
Tompkins,  Amanda  E.,  356 
Edwin  W.,  356 
Edwin  W.,  Jr.,  356 
Harvey  G.,  356 
Margaret,  356 
Torrance,  Helen  B.,  245 
Hugh  M.,  245 
J.  Milo,  245 
James  F.,  245 
James  F.,  Jr.,  245 
Josephine,  245 
Robert  Z.,  245 
Trambley,  Anthony  B.,  72 
Joseph  L.,  72 
Lulu  W.,  72 
Mary  J.,  72 
Mary  M.,  72 
Thomas,  72 

Travis,  F.  L.  (Mrs.),  401 
Trimble,  S.  C.,  56 
Wilda,  56 

Trosh,  Florence  G.,  145 
Mary  C.,  145 
N.  F.,  145 

Trow,  Alfred  B.,  300 
Benjamin,  300 
Cora  M.,  300 
Donald  B.,  300 
Lucina,  300 
Truby,  Carrie,  30 
Charles  H.,  30 
Elizabeth,  30 
Fred  J.,  30 
Simon,  30 
Simon  T.,  30 
Tuck,  Gladys  O.,  50 
Lester  W.,  50 
Turk,  Frances  W.,  396 
J.  Budd,  396 
Turner,  Alfred  J.,  96 
Bessie,  96 
John  A.,  96 
John  L.,  96 
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Lambert,  96 
Lida,  63 
Margaret  J.,  63 
Rachel,  96 
Samuel,  63 
Sarah,  96 
W.  Fred,  63 
Tutton,  A.  P.,  447 

Uhdey,  Celia,  170 
Christian  W.,  170 
Upton,  Albert  E.,  340 
Arthur  H.,  340 
Eda,  340 
Henry,  340 
Jessie  E.,  340 
Phyllis  G.,  340 

Van  Cleve,  Anna  A.,  179 
Grace,  365 
J.  Spencer,  365 
R.  Barton,  365 
Robert  S.,  365 
Robert  S.,  Jr.,  365 
Ruth,  365 
Samuel,  179 
Susan  M.,  365 
Van  De  Boe,  Burr  L.,  267 
Carmi  D.,  267 
Edith,  267 
Ida,  267 
Rexford  C.,  267 
Van  Dyke,  Elizabeth,  57 
Nathan,  57 

Van  Etta,  Jacob  K.,  102 
Nellie  P.,  102 

Vance,  J.  H.,  Rev.,  166 
Mary  A.,  166 
Vincent,  Correlia,  3 
Dorcas  I.,  3 
Maude,  3 
Quincy  G.,  3 
William  G.,  3 
William  M.,  3 
Vinson,  Alta  M.,  332 
Annie  C,  331 
Elinor  A.,  332 
Fred  M.,  331 
James,  331 
Mary  E.,  332 

Wagner,  Adam  Y.,  305 
Charles  A.,  305 
Curtis  Y.,  305 
George  A.,  305 
Joseph  B.,  305 
Margaret,  305 
Susan,  305 

Waha,  Amelia  J.,  260 
Charles  H.,  260 
Floy  R.,  260 
George  F.,  260 
Harold  R.,  260 
Walker,  Aaron  S.,  197 
Amanda  E.,  379 
Annette,  11 
Betsey,  197 
Caroline  E.,  379 
Charles  E.,  286 
Charlotte  J.,  379 


Cinderella  J.,  198 
Elizabeth,  197,  324 
Ernest  F.,  286,  287 
Genevieve,  325 
Harold  C.,  286,  287 
Joan  B.,  287 
John,  197 
John  S.,  324 
Leland  W.,  286,  287 
Leon,  11 
Lottie,  379 
Mary  L.,  379 
Minnie,  286 
Nell  G.,  199 
Patricia  A.,  287 
Richard  L.,  325 
Richard  O.,  Serg.,  198 
Robert,  Jr.,  325 
Robert  N.,  286,  287 
Robert  S.,  324 
Ross  A.,  198 
Samuel  E.,  379 
Silas  E.,  197 
Vida  M.,  287 
W.  Harrison,  379 
Will  A.,  198,  199 
Walkerman,  Joseph,  170 
Katherine,  170 
Wallace,  Edna,  129 
Esther,  129 
Joseph,  129 
Robert  E.,  129 
Robert  L.,  129 
William,  129 
William  A.,  313 
William  L.,  129 
Wallower,  Anna  B.,  355 
Barbara,  356 
George  B.,  355 
Heyd  R.,  356 

R.  G.,  355 

Waltz,  Ernest,  180 
Richard,  180 
Thomas,  180 
Virginia  (Mrs.),  180 
Wareham,  George,  61 
Junie  A.,  61 
Warner,  Ann,  430 
Rachel,  104 
Riley,  104 
William,  430 
Warrick,  George  H.,  463 
Mary  M.,  463 
Washburn,  Bertha,  28 
E.  E.,  28 

Watkins,  Bernetta  J.,  177 
Harvey  M.,  Dr.,  177 
Nancy  L.,  177 
Nema,  177 
Watson,  David,  120 
Elizabeth,  120 
James,  219 
John  K.,  120 
John  M.,  120 
Julia,  219 
Mazie,  219 
Rachael,  120 
Robert,  120 
Sarah  E.,  120 
Thomas,  219 
Thomas  W.,  Hon.,  219 
William,  219 
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Watt,  Minerva,  3 
W.  H.,  3 

Watters,  Edmond  A.,  Jr.,  42 
Edmond  A.,  Sr.,  41 
John  L.,  42 
Mary,  41 
Minnie,  42 
William,  41 

Watterson,  James  E.,  407 
Margaret  J.,  407 
Watts,  Curtis  M.,  316 
Gilbert,  S.,  316 
Harriet,  316 
Marion  E.,  315 
Martin,  315 
Ralph  L.,  Dr.,  315 
Way,  Albert  G.,  420 
Albert  P.,  420 
Elmira,  420 
George  L.,  420 
John  M.,  420 
Sara,  420 

Weber,  Caroline,  363 
Emily,  363 
Harry  E.,  363 
Peter,  363 
Webster,  C.  F.,  382 
Charlotte  M.,  382 
Elsie,  1 17 
Fred  L.,  117 
James,  382 
Marcus,  117 
Mary,  117 
Mary  A.,  382 
Nellie  E.,  382 
Weike,  Charles,  20 
Eunice,  20 

Weingard,  A.  B.,  409 
Helen  J.,  409 
Weingartner,  Anna,  155 
George  T.,  Sen.,  155 
Welch,  Catherine,  317 
Minnie,  318 
Moses,  317 
Walter,  317 
Wendt,  Frederick,  234 
Wenk,  Benjamin  K.,  65 
Florence,  63 
Jacob  E.,  63 

Werner,  Edward  H.,  291 
June  E.  291 
Vesta  L.,  291 
Wester,  Charles,  113 
John,  1 13 
Margaret,  113 
Sarah,  113,  114 
Wetzel,  Bob  E.,  307 
Clara  L.,  307 
Jacob,  307 
Jacob  F.,  307 
Louise,  307 
Ruth  N.,  307 
Wheeler,  Fred  A.,  296 
Joshua  D.,  296 
Mary  J.,  296 
Whitehill,  Buell  B.,  281 
Buell  B.,  Jr.,  282 
Lee  M.,  282 
Mary  A.,  281 
Stewart  H.,  281 
Whiteman,  Effie,  156 


G.  B.,  156 
Thomas  M.,  156 
Whitlatch,  Eli,  237 
Ruth,  237 

Whitman,  Cecelia,  436 
Donald  E.,  436 
Harry  F.,  436 
Hiram  W.,  436 
Leona,  436 
Vincent  A.,  436 
Walt,  436 

Whitmer,  Catherine,  69 
Emma,  69 
George  F.,  69 
George  J.,  69 
Matthias,  69 
Robert  R.,  69 

Wiant,  Charles  A.  (Mrs.),  184 
Wigton,  Mary,  306 
Mary  A.,  306 
Samuel  H..  306 
Theodore  H.,  306 
Wike,  David  R.,  241 
Jean  B.,  241 
Jesse  R.,  241 
Jesse  R.,  Jr.,  241 
Lelia  B.,  241 
Magdalene,  241 
Wiley,  Charles,  421 
Elizabeth  E.,  421 
Grant,  421 
J.  S.,  Judge,  421 
Louise,  421 
Robert,  Capt.,  421 
Wilhelm,  Alice,  62 

Edward  A.,  Dr.,  61,  62 
Edward  A.,  Jr.,  62 
Fannie,  62 
Samuel,  62 
Samuel  A.,  Dr.,  62 
Willey,  Annie,  116 
John,  1 16 

Williams,  Allan  B.,  121 
Allan  D.,  120 
Cecil  D.,  121 
Ellen  M.,  120 
Josiah  V.  K.,  120 
Julia,  121 

Willson,  Clarence  A.,  90 
Edward  A.,  91 
Herbert  M.,  90 
James  M.,  89,  90 
James  V.,  89 
Jane,  90 
Jean  W.,  91 
John  R.,  Jr.,  91 
John  R.,  Sr.,  90 
Mary,  90 
Samuel,  Col.,  89 

Wilson,  Andrew  W.,  Jr.,  Dr.,  333 
Andrew  W.,  Sr.,  333 
Bessie  G.,  334 
Blanche,  262 
Daniel,  262 
Edwin  M.,  62 
Emma,  322 
Esther  L.,  283 
Gertrude  A.,  283 
Henry  H.,  369 
Henry  I.,  262 
Isaac  N.,  282 


James  N.,  282 
James  N.,  Jr.,  283 
Kate,  322 
Lavelle  A.,  262 
Mary,  62 
Paul  H.,  283 
Phoebe,  369 
Rose  A.,  282 
Ruth  G.,  283 
Samuel,  322 
William  D.,  322 
Winans,  Elizabeth  C.,  263 
Jacob  V.,  263 
Winter,  Adelaide  B.,  443 
Charles  W.,  443 
Winters,  Ellis  C.,  Dr.,  67 
Elmer,  67 
Emma,  67 
Isabelle,  67 
James  E.,  67 
Robert  A.,  67 
Wise,  Adie  K.,  216 
Annie  C.,  217 
Jacob,  216 
Sarah  J.,  216 
Wolcott,  Celestia,  455 
E.  C.,  455 

Wolf,  A.  Z.,  Jr.,  100 
Augustus  Z.,  100 
Effie,  100 
Jacob,  Rev.,  100 
Margaret,  100 
Mary,  100 
Robert  P..  100 
William  C.,  100 
Wolfenden,  C.  Gilbert,  414 
Edith,  414 

Wolfgang,  Elias,  163 
Elmira,  163 
Wolters,  Alice,  422 
Robert  R.,  422 

Woods,  Alexander  M.,  Rev.,  410 
Franklin  R.,  410 
Mary  D.,  410 
Mary  S.,  41 1 
Woodside,  Mary  M.,  387 
Nevin,  Rev.,  387 
Robert  G.,  387 
Work,  Ella,  290 
John,  290 

Wrean,  Ella  V.,  389 
Robert  S.,  389 
Wright,  Allyn  S.,  361 
Campbell,  361 
Charlotte,  361 
Emma  C.,  361 
Florence  L.,  361 
Mabel  E.,  361 
Margaret  L.,  361 
Paul  D.,  361 
Reuben  G.,  361 
Reuben  G.  (2),  361 
Richard  P.,  361 
Ross  P.,  361 
Theron  W.,  361 
Wyant,  Adam,  460 
Adam  M.,  Hon.,  459.  460 
Adam  M.,  Jr.,  460 
Anne  M.,  460 
Christian  Y.,  460 
Corbin  W.,  23 
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Elizabeth,  460 
Henry,  460 
J.  B.  F.,  Dr.,  418 
Katharine  N.,  460 
Louise,  418 
Martin,  460 

Wyatt,  Elizabeth,  254 
John  S.,  254 
John  S.  (2),  254 
Margaret  E.,  254 
Myron  E.,  253,  254 

Yates,  Anna,  5 
Bishop  V.  N.,  388 
Carolina,  169 
George  V.  N.,  388 
James,  5 
Lucy,  388 
Rose  E.,  388 
Will  V.  N.,  388 
William,  169,  388 

Yeager,  Alice  M.,  432 


Elizabeth,  432 
John,  432 
W.  E.,  432 
W.  E.  (2),  432 
Yetzer,  Caspar,  294 
Pauline,  294 

Yost,  Sarah  (Mrs.  F.  A.),  16 
Young,  Amy  J.,  415 
Charles  H.,  415 
Margaret  L.,  415 
May,  415 
Nellie,  415 
Paulina,  415 
William,  415 

Zeigler,  Catherine,  68 
Charles  F.,  68 
Clara  E.,  68 
Frank  E.,  68 
George,  68 
Harry,  68 
Inez  J.,  68 


Zerby,  Charles  E.,  407,  408 
Clara  J.,  408 
Margaret  S.,  408 
Robert  J.,  407 
Robert  J.  (2),  408 
Sydney  C.,  407 
Zimmer,  Cora,  255 
Ethel,  255 
Fred  K.,  255 
Henry  W.,  255 
Zimmerman,  Anna,  245 
William  J.,  245 
Zorn,  Jacob  J.,  432 
Jemima,  432 
Zurn,  Clara,  300 
E.  F.,  300 
John,  299 
John  A.,  299 
M.  A.,  300 
Marian  K.,  300 
Rose,  299 

Zurn  (J.  A.)  Mfg.  Co.  (The),  299 
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